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From the editor
You may have noticed the larger
size of the February issue, which
was mailed to every club member.
Unfortunately, we had some issues
with the local (Sterling, VA) printer
and have had to revert to the previous vendor (York, PA), largely due
to cost concerns. Thank you for
your understanding.
—Wes

FROM THE PRESIDENT

|

By Scott Keimig

Dude! You’re dragging your brakes through the turn!

I

hear that almost every time I’m riding
with others.
Answering in a confessional voice, my
response is, “I know I am. It’s intentional”.
They say, “What? Really!?! But I
thought you were an MSF instructor?”
I reply, “Yeah I’ve been sweating weekends on MSF ranges the last 18 years.
It’s been interesting.”
They continue, “But my MSF instructor
said to complete braking before you start
to countersteer into a corner.”
I say, “I should hope so; it’s one of the
key points we make in the Basic Riders
Course (BRC). But you need to remember
the BRC is for beginning riders. It’s been
45 years since I was a beginner, and you
can add a few items to your bag of tricks
over the years.”
They usually say, sarcastically, “So the
tire traction pie doesn’t apply to greybeards?”
I tell them, “Sure it applies. Physics
always applies; gravity always wins. At
zero-percent-available traction in a corner,
that bike (with you on it) is going down.

I’ve had a total of three street crashes.
Each was a low-side tuck in a corner
when my traction pie ran down to zero.
The first was caused by crossing a swath
of unnoticed sand drifting across the
apex of a corner. The other crashes are
attributed to operator errors in braking
while cornering. One was over-braking to
avoid colliding with a deer — call it a panic
stop if you want. The other was (ahem)
demonstrating the trail-braking technique
at too high a speed on a wet Total Control
range. Call that one testosterone-induced
stupidity.”
They boggle a little, then say, “I’ve
heard of trail braking, but different riders
seem to disagree on what it entails.”
I continue, “It’s what you called me out
on — my ‘dragging’ (or trailing) brake application in part of a corner. Properly used, it
is a cornering technique that can increase
safety by making the traction pie of your
front tire a little larger. It can make turn-in
faster by reducing rake and trail, and subjectively makes the bike feel more stable
in the turn by forward weight transfer.
Most importantly, it’s also a complex technique that absent
the required finesse,
can dump a bike
in a split second. It
definitely should be
avoided by hamfisted riders — that is,
until now.”
Here’s the scoop.
You may recall my
February 2014
column (Available
through our online
BtS archive. —
 Ed.)
“Back to it’s roots”
when I talked about
• From routine maintenance to restorations
motorcycle electron• Over 40 years of experience
ics and the changes
• Pick-up and delivery available
they are bringing to
• Winter Projects
our sport. In that
— Engine, trans - reseal and rebuild
column I discussed
— Final drive - reseal and rebuild
Bosch’s Motorcycle
— Head reconditioning with hardening, seating, etc.
— Lube splines
Stability Control
(MSC) system, which
Call for details and prices
is an advanced ABS
410-379-0106
system integrated
www.speedscycle.com
into the traction
5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD 21075
control system with
Winter Storage Available
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additional sensors that allows for hard
braking while leaning into a curve — even
on slippery surfaces. Remember that conventional ABS on motorcycles can provide
stability during straight-line braking; for
braking when cornering, not so much.
Check out YouTube and search “Bosch
MSC” for more info.
Last year I did just that and, recognizing that had I been riding a bike equipped
with MSC that might have helped avoid
my last two crashes described above, I
decided to give it a try. Since then, I have
accumulated sufficient miles riding a bike
equipped with MSC braking that I believe
it has proven its effectiveness.
The great news for Beemerdom is that
an equivalent system will be available
on the BMW S 1000 XR model being
introduced later this year. The German
firm Continental Aktiengellschaft (a major
competitor of Bosch in the automotive
supplier industry) developed a system it
calls Optimized Curve Braking, and BMW
includes this technology in the integrated
ABS Pro braking system of the S 1000
XR. Ronan Le Roy, chief of the motorcycle
division in the Vehicle Dynamics Business
Unit of Continental’s Chassis and Safety
Division states, “Thanks to optimized
curve braking, braking in curves is more
stable and therefore more predictable.
The danger of having an accident in a
curve is reduced and safety increased.”
As I understand it, these cornering ABS
systems have an assemblage of sensors
to monitor roll and pitch rates plus lateral
acceleration to determine lean angle and
slippage. As lean increases, the ABS Pro
system reduces the abruptness of brake
pressure input such that braking pressure
accumulates at an appropriately gradual
rate. Similarly, if the system detects lockup or lateral tire slippage when braking,
ABS pulse modulation is softened in proportion with lean angle. The goal of Continental’s design engineers is to provide a
bike capable of both greater stability and
optimum braking while cornering. I’m convinced that it will be an awesome feature
to have on my future bikes, especially now
that the synapses of this greybeard aren’t
firing quite as fast as they did in my youth.
Pretty cool stuff, indeed.

SQUARE ROUTE RALLY UPDATE

I

|

By Kurtis Minder

barely knew Fred. Fred and
Sara lived next door and
we saw them frequently in
the hallway, the building
lobby, and occasionally at
events. Sara always went
out of her way to make us
feel welcome. She brought
us gifts, inviting us to shows.
We were so busy, though.
I would greet Fred in the
elevator, an interesting guy,
and I would think to myself:
“We really should have Fred
and Sara over, no question
we would enjoy their company.” We were too busy,
though. Fred passed away
recently. I read his obituary
and observed he was a veteran, a runner (me too!) and
a passionate volunteer. What
a great human being I could
have known.
Last month BMWBMW
had their annual holiday party. We had nearly 100 people
attend. I was grateful to
have met many new people
and connected with some
old friends. Likewise, I am
always excited to see familiar
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so
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LOGIN to the 41st Annual

SQUARE ROUTE RALLY
June 5–7, 2015 | Camp West-Mar, Thurmont, MD

PRE-REGISTER BY 5/29 & SAVE!
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2015 BMW R 1200 GS

Parts | Accessories | Apparel | Service | New & Used Motorcycles
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup, MD 21074 | 888-269-BOBS (2627) | bobsbmw.com
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RIDES
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hanks to former Rides Committee Co-Chairs Ed and Barb Phelps, BMWBMW has had a long (and perhaps speedy) relationship
with the Northeast Area chapter of the Concours Owners Group (COG). COG is much like BMW MOA or RA, with the Northeast
Area chapter being akin to BMWBMW. Our new Rides Committee Chair, Bruce Dimon, and COG contact Russell Fleming wanted to
propagate information about several upcoming rides. While the COG is primarily a Kawasaki sport-touring-bike focused collection of
riders, they welcome all riders on all marques and have some interesting rides planned for 2015, as well as a national rally. Their
2014 national rally took place in Johnson City, TN, the site of the 2009 BMW MOA national rally, so we know they know good roads.
If you have questions about these rides or simply want to indicate your interest, contact Russell Fleming via email at fleming@qis.net
or surf on over to the COG website, www.cog-online.org. You can also direct questions to our Rides Chair, Bruce Dimon, via email at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

Sunday 26 April

Sunday 03 May

Meet for breakfast at 8.30 am at Denny’s
at the Flying J Truck Stop in Winchester,
VA. The address is 1530 Rest Church Rd,
just off I-81 Exit 323. N39-15.22 W7806.13.

Meet for breakfast at 8.30 am at the
Golden Corral in Frederick, MD on Rt
355 S off Rt 70 at 5621 Spectrum Drive,
Frederick, MD 21703-8301. N39-22.935
W77-24.037.

There will be six self-guided rides to
choose from, all between 150 and 200
miles long. All rides end back at the Flying
J and one of the rides is a mix of paved
and unpaved roads.

We’ll have route sheets for a 140-mile
self-guided ride that will end at a restaurant somewhere in Pennsylvania. The
ride will take you on some of the finest
motorcycling roads in the area. Come out
and show your support for sport touring
at its finest. You will ride in Maryland and
Pennsylvania. After the fall 2014 ride,
people asked for the spring ride to go
through the fruit orchards of MD and PA,
and if the weather is good, we should be
riding in the the peak of the blooms. If
you would like a copy of the ride in GPS
format ahead of time, send an email to
Russell.

Sunday 16 August
Meet for breakfast at 9 am at the Iron
Skillet at the Petro Truck Stop in Carlisle,
PA. 1201 Harrisburg Pike, N40-13.903
W077-08.551.
There will be nine self-guided rides to
choose from, one of which has a mix of
paved and unpaved roads. All rides are
between 135 and 240 miles long and end
at the Middlesex Diner in Carlisle, PA.

Saturday 11 July
MOONLIGHT RIDE
Meet in the parking lot of
Miller’s Food Market at the
intersection of Rt 27 and Rt
30 in Marchester, MD.
Sign-in starts at 8.15 pm
and lasts until 9, with the
self-guided ride starting at
8.30. The ride is 85 miles
through Carroll and Frederick
Counties in Maryland and
parts of Pennsylvania; turns
are marked by reflective tape
on signposts. The ride ends
at JT Motorsports in Frederick, MD, with refreshments
served around 11.30 pm.

Sunday 11 October
Meet for breakfast at the Union Bridge
Fire Hall at 18 West Locust Street, Union
Bridge, MD. N39-34.056 W77-10.799
There’s a breakfast buffet, and route
sheets will be distributed at 9 am for a
140-mile self-guided ride through Maryland and Pennsylvania that ends in Shppensburg, PA.

The dual sport ride is 145 miles long,
guided by an experienced rider, and
leaves at 9.45 am. Contact Mike Montville (mjmontville@yahoo.com) for a GPS
file or roll chart for the dual sport ride.

Contact Russell ahead of time for a copy
of the ride you can load onto your GPS.
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Along with the
four-part history
of BMWBMW
(which starts on
page 10), we’ll be
running a series
of photos taken
at the Square
Route Rallies
in 1979 (by Bob
Henig) and in 1996
(by an unknown
photographer).
In this photo,
notice the old
school club banner
and the wooded,
undisclosed
location. It’s safe
to ignore the
attendees looking
on as somebody
takes a closer
look at what was
no doubt BMW’s
inspiration for the
later K 1200 LT.
Photo by Bob
Henig.
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By Greg Krammes

The responsible parent’s dilemma

A

s all parents are well aware, being a good parent is a tough
job. We want to teach our children the proper way to do
something and lead by example. I believe parents should still be
good moral compasses even when the child becomes an adult.
With that said, my adult daughter came to me with a request to
teach her how to ride a motorcycle.
I told her that I could teach her some basics on my 250cc
dual sport, but then she had to take a motorcycle safety class
and get her license.
She took to riding rather quickly, and the 250cc bike was
easy enough for her to handle on a small trail that I made on
my property. She was soon shifting smoothly and developed the
ability to balance the bike at slow speeds. Once she felt comfortable riding the 250, she completed a motorcycle safety class
and got her license.
We were then going on short rides together, her on the 250cc
and me on my R 1200 GS. I did my best to show her safe riding
practices and responsible riding. All went very well and we had a
good time together – until the day arrived on which I had to truly
be a responsible parent and rider.
I had finished some maintenance on my R 1200 GS and
wanted to take it for a spin to get some gas and make sure the
bike was running well. I asked my daughter if she wanted to
come along and she did. We filled the bikes and decided to ride
to the town of Clifton and get a soda at the general store. It was
a perfect summer day to ride and then enjoy a cool beverage.
We headed to Clifton, enjoying the ride as not many cars were
on the road with us. We came to a stop at a red light on Yates
Ford Road. At this light there are two lanes, but about 200 yards
down the road it goes to a single lane. We were the only ones on

the road waiting for this long light to turn green.
Along came a bright red Porsche 911 and stopped alongside
us. Its driver revved his engine. I looked over at my daughter
and told her, “Let’s just let Mr. Cool go his own way and we will
responsibly go our own way.”
Well, Mr. Cool didn’t like being ignored and revved his engine
all the more. I looked over at him, and he was checking out my
daughter, giving her the eye. Then I felt the adrenaline release,
but I told myself to remain calm and not do anything stupid
and illegal in front of my daughter. That was the time to be the
responsible parent, to practice what I preached. Engine revving,
nobody else around, and Mr. Cool was now looking at me. The
light was about to turn green. Be cool!
The light turned green. The Porsche’s engine roared.
I will leave it up to the reader to decide what my course of action was. Did I let Mr. Cool roar off down the road as we continued along our way to Clifton to enjoy our soda? Or did I take the
challenge and hit redline with each shift, promptly blowing his
doors off? You decide.
I will tell you that my daughter and I made it to the Clifton
General Store and sat outside enjoying our sodas, watching
other motorcycles ride by. What a glorious day! My daughter
looked over at me and said, “You’re the best dad!” Not since she
was a young child, when as parents we could do no wrong and I
was looked at as Super Dad, had that look been in her eye. That
day, this “Super Dad” didn’t have any pretend super powers or a
cape made from an old sheet, but the one thing I did have was a
mighty GS.
Ride well, ride safe!
Greg and Brittany.
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PayPal payments
We’ve been hearing from some members that they’ve had difficulty using
PayPal to send in registration fees and
membership renewals.
Part of the problem is with mobile
devices (smartphones and tablets),
and it has to do with how PayPal
handles its security. We’re working with
PayPal to find a solution to this issue,
but in the meantime, we recommend
that if you’re sending a payment in to
BMWBMW, you use a regular computer.
Here’s the process: Log in to your
PayPal account. Click “Send & Request” at the top of the page. Click
“Pay for goods or services.” Put the

email address treasurer@bmwbmw.
org into the field and enter the amount
of money you’re sending. Click “Next”
and review the payment information.
Under “Add a note (optional),” enter
your name and enough information so
our treasurer, Henry Winokur, can link
your payment to the correct person and
the correct event. (If you get a chance,
drop Henry an email and let him know
you sent the payment; if you’re sending
in membership dues, please cc Shannon Krammes, our Membership Chair,
at membership@bmwbmw.org.) Once
you click on “Submit payment,” you’re
done!
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Welcome to our
new members
Welcome to BMWBMW’s newest
members:
Catherine and Matthew Brewer of
Manassas, VA
Klaus Diefenbach of Middletown, MD
Steve Garrison of Ellicott City, MD
Lewis Goldman of Baltimore, MD

FEATURE

|

A history of the world’s largest regional BMW motor
By Bob Cox, July 2002
Donated by George Young, June 2014

T

his product is the result of many who have labored to bring
the story of BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
(BMWBMW) to the fore. As a club, we are enriched by the sacrifice of many who have given selflessly of their time, energies
and intellect to build and sustain this club. By recognizing key
contributors of BMWBMW’s success over the years, we honor
people who have built an organization the motorcycling community holds in high esteem. By recognizing those who were
instrumental in the club’s birth and development over the years,
we pay homage to a group of people that have made a positive
difference in our lives. Special thanks must be given to those
past and current members who opened their vaults for scribes
to record 30 years of BMWBMW accomplishments.
A history of BMWBMW would not have been possible without
the humble insights provided by Susie Stout, the first president
of BMWBMW. Pat Mitton, one of the original founders and
newsletter editor for many years, has earned a special place in
BMWBMW annals. Pat’s daughter, Susan Mitton, grew up in the
club and provided valuable information. John Baldus, first membership chair, was key. Joe Grant, a former BMWBMW president,
was specifically instrumental in contacting many of the original
BMWBMW leaders and providing key history – he deserves a
special thanks! Kudos to Ralph Graul for his perspectives. Harry
Rogers was also a membership chair; he and his wife, Margie, provided invaluable insights. Previous presidents George
Young, Bob Henig, Steve Anderson and Bill Shaw were crucial
to reconstructing the history through the present day. (That’s
through 2002 — Ed.) BMWBMW icons Bob Higdon, Irv Warden,
Elsie Smith and Maggie Herbert — another founding member –
provided a wealth of information.
The club extends its heartfelt thanks to the local BMW dealers, Jeff Massey, Bob Henig, Devon Battley and Speed Millette,
for their support of BMWBMW. Over the years their personal
commitment to selling and servicing BMW motorcycles has
provided BMWBMW members with a wealth of choices, support and encouragement. Having four major BMW outlets in the
metropolitan area provides a valuable resource for BMWBMW
members and has made Washington, DC a mecca for serious
BMW enthusiasts.
Without the editing skills of Bob Higdon, this product would
have remained on the shelf. A thankless job that had to be
done.

Introduction

F

or many years, the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
have pursued an aggressive program of motorcycle riding,
safety, technical exchanges, government affairs and social
events. They host one of the best — and oldest — east coast motorcycle events, the Square Route Rally, which routinely draws
hundreds of riders from around the country. In addition, the club
publishes Between the Spokes, the finest monthly motorcycle

club newsletter in the world, and enjoys an enviable membership
tally of almost 600 members with a solid financial foundation.
In this era of fast-paced lifestyles, extraordinary time commitments and raging world events, how did this BMW motorcycle
club emerge? What sustained its growth? Why has it prospered?
These and many other questions will be answered in the succeeding pages of this thrilling history of BMWBMW. In large part,
BMWBMW’s success revolves around a culture that is arguably
unique to the Washington, DC area.
A sleepy, conservative southern town for many years, in the
post-WW2 era, Washington, DC’s population ballooned to staff
the growing federal government, its institutions, military departments and various lobby organizations. Since many of these
people were transplants, they were eager to network into social
groups and volunteer. Some even displayed tendencies for defiant behavior. Since BMWBMW drew from that cultural base, it is
no surprise the club’s members, a loose confederation of very
independent people, and its founding principles reflected all of
these characteristics. For as we all know, motorcycle riding is not
a sport for conventionally minded people. Serious motorcycle
riding is indeed a pursuit enjoyed by those few who are slightly
outside of societal norms. They manage risk differently. They
revel at the notion of striking out for some obscure campground.
They flout convention along the way. Those with certified sanity
cards need not apply.
Despite motorcycling’s unconventional means of transportation, the club was founded on conventional organizational
principles. BMWBMW underpinned its club’s direction and goals
by defining five basic organizational objectives: to promote safe
motorcycle riding, touring, pooling of knowledge and experience,
a social outlet and maintenance and technical knowledge. These
objectives, along with rules and operating principles, were codified by the club’s bylaws. BMWBMW incorporated in the District
of Columbia as a not-for-profit 501(c) organization in 1974. It
subsequently joined the larger national BMW organizations,
BMW Motorcycle Owners of America (MOA) and BMW Riders Association (RA).
When asked, BMWBMW members of all walks of life, social
strata, occupations and age volunteered their time and talents.
An amazing cross section of motorcycling enthusiasts led rides,
organized rallies, hosted Christmas parties and directed technical seminars. Members sold shirts, patches, mugs and name
tags, headed poker runs and attended to the droll business of
Board of Directors and General Membership meetings. Volunteers published Between the Spokes (with the motto “all the
news that fits, we print”), managed membership applications
and renewals, and oversaw the club’s financial practices. Lastly,
BMWBMW government affairs representatives actively engaged
the political processes at both the state and federal level to
ensure legislation accommodated motorcyclists’ interests.
For 28 years, BMWBMW has provided the infrastructure for
BMW motorcyclists in the greater Washington, DC area to meet,
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rcycle club: 1974-79
Part one of four

This series will run in the March,
April, May and June issues.

greet, influence and ride. Welcome to BMWBMW, a club that
has survived seven United States presidents, four major military
actions, heights and depths of stock market swings, profound
social changes and nefarious regulatory efforts to control or
eliminate motorcycling. Today the club sustains three major
BMW motorcycle dealers in the metropolitan area. BMWBMW
has the largest membership of any regional BMW motorcycle
club in the world, continues to host the Square Route Rally, conducts rides and events throughout the year and has one of the
most active government affairs agendas in the nation.

Chapter 1: The Beginnings

O

n Rogers Drive in Falls Church, Virginia, BMW motorcycles
began arriving. First one or two, then 10, and finally 23
BMW /2, /5, and /6 motorcycles – three with sidecars – and
two off-brands were parked along the street. The oldest was a
1956 model with 157,776 miles and the newest, with dealer
tags, had just 173 miles on the odometer. As neighbors peeked
from behind their curtains, they watched as a mix of 37 men and
women quietly secret themselves behind the walls of Pat Mitton’s house. Given that Hollywood had demonized motorcyclists
with a decade of B movies, it was a wonder the remnants of the
DC National Guard weren’t called in to cordon off the street.
Sunday, May 5, 1974 was the genesis of the world’s largest
regional BMW motorcycle club.
Kent State, the DC riots and Vietnam were fresh on everyone’s conscience. A new multi-lane Capital Beltway and distant Dulles Airport provided the illusion of progress, but the
hot summers always put the city on edge. What on earth was
brewing at Pat’s house that would attract this strange combination of military, civil service and young, mutton-chopped, longhaired, leather jacketed people? Over the last year and a half,
these folks had been recruited in the District’s back alleys, on
side streets, at stoplights, at Capital Cycles in Georgetown and
Morton’s Garage in Spotsylvania to discuss something of mutual
interest. No BMW motorcycle, parked or ridden, was overlooked!
So it began. Susie Stout, a secretary at the time and leader
with exquisite insights into motorcycling, fresh from her Iowa City
BMW motorcycle club, the Pure Stodge Touring Association, had
arrived in Washington, DC and was surprised to find no BMW
motorcycle club. Roland Cyr, a government auditor, parked his
BMW with Susie’s in an alley off 18th and K Streets. He was
interested. Stan Stroup, a full time mechanic, wanted in on the
action. Pat Mitton, the Medical Society of the DC’s Committee Secretary, had learned to ride the old fashioned way — on a
750cc Kawasaki, and Stan, too, was enthusiastic. Pat and Stan
were riding BMWs when they met Susie and Roland one day in
1974 at a stoplight. After aborted discussions through a series
of traffic signals, they finally pulled over and introduced themselves properly. The idea for the May 5 meeting was sown and
the vision germinated.

Timing is everything, and the time for organizing a BMW motorcycle club in the DC area was on the mark. Early participants
included Ralph Samples, John Baldus, Joe Grant, Harry and
Marge Rogers, Bernie Brady, Fred Bloom, Jim Wannop, George
and Catherine Brosseau and Neil Darmstadter. Over the next
year, Bob Henig, Dave Epley, Franc Boulanger, Milton Hall, Larry
Lipolis, Lew Nalls, Ralph Graul, Larry Bershtein, Abbie and Tom
Benoit, Steve Varhol and Brandon Whittington were sprinkled
with that special BMW enthusiasm.
The objective of the first meeting at Pat’s house was to
determine whether there was enough interest to form a BMW
motorcycle club. BMW MOA and BMW RA representatives were
on hand to discuss the advantages of becoming a club and
subsequently joining one or both national BMW motorcycling
organizations. On May 19, a second meeting included BMW
enthusiasts from Maryland with a similar idea. The assemblage
decided to join efforts and create a single club to advance the
following concepts: share technical knowledge, organize local
rides, attend national activities and purchase bulk BMW motorcycle items for resale to club members. With the encouragement
of the national organizations and the assembled riders, Susie
Stout was elected President, Stan Stroup as Vice President,
and Roland Cyr as Treasurer. Pat Mitton was elected Secretary
and became the newsletter editor, a position she held for many
years. John Baldus was the first Membership Chairman. Officers
enjoyed a four-month term pending elections in September
1974, consistent with the soon-to-be-published bylaws.
Almost immediately, this group of BMW enthusiasts arrived
at a club name. Ralph Samples, a graphic artist, is credited with
the term Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, which could be
shortened to BMW and was inclusive of the riders in Virginia,
Maryland and the District. Given the club’s desire to capitalize on the BMW marque, they combined BMW with Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington into BMWBMW. Ralph Samples worked
with Harry Rogers on the early logos, which included the roughly
diamond-shaped (or tilted square) map of Washington, DC and a
stylized DC skyline that included the Washington Monument and
the Capital dome. This representation appeared on the earliest rally patches with the letters BMWBMW. Over the years, the
patch and logo evolved into the blue and white logo used today
with an actual facsimile of the Monument and the Capital.
In addition to the club’s name, meetings on May 19 and
30 focused on BMWBMW patch designs, bylaws, group riding
rules, dues and national affiliations. Throughout the summer the
membership continued to refine riding rules of the road, established dues and agreed to join BMW MOA. By November 1974,
club bylaws loosely patterned after Pat’s Medical Society of DC
were formalized. Membership cards were created and a slate of
four officers (Susie, Stan, Roland and Pat) and key committee
chairmen were elected for a one-year term in accordance with
the new bylaws.
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End of part one.
Part two follows next month.

|

Photos by Wes Fleming

Left: A world-traveling F 650. Right: A prize-winning R 90 S.

LOCAL EVENTS

Timonium Motorcycle Show

E

very year I can remember, the Timonium Motorcycle Show has been chock full of Harleys and other cruisers, with the show-bike
contest crammed with some admittedly amazing custom cruiser builds. I went anyway, if only to support a local motorcycle event
and take the opportunity to chat with Bob’s employees about new BMWs and Battley employees about new Ducatis. This year, however, Bob Henig convinced the TMS organizers to give over a large portion of floor space for a travel, touring and adventure pavilion;
he then arranged to have it stocked throughout the weekend with seminars, demonstrations and talks from folks that support the
growing adventure travel community.
Pictured below, L-R: Benka Pulko, John Jesson (Ayres Adventures), Simon Thomas, Rene Cormier,
a random show attendee, Angela de Haan (Edelweiss Bike Travel) (in back), Lisa Thomas (in
front), Lois Pryce (“Lois on the Loose”), and Rob Beach (Beach’s Motorcycle Adventures).
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We managed to dodge the
snow for weeks on end,
but in mid-February, we
finally got a little taste of
what New England has been
going through. Hope you’ve
winterized your motorcycle!!
Photo by Andy Dooley.

TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.
SM

1-800-321-8968

www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com

Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.
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BOOK REVIEW
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By Karen Ager

Blind Curves

I

t’s great to be able to share in the success of someone you
know. This is what we can do with BMWBMW member Linda
Crill, who has published her first book, Blind Curves. I first met
Linda at a holiday party three years ago and was captivated
by her story. Her delightful little book is the story of how she
learned to ride a motorcycle and her first big trip, but the book is
about much more than motorcycling. Part travelogue, part group
dynamics and part spirituality, Blind Curves draws heavily on
Crill’s background in business coaching to expound on parallels
between her road trip as a new rider and her life in general.
After the death of her beloved husband, Crill tried to take
care of herself according to conventional wisdom – “eat well,
exercise, get plenty of sleep.” She felt frustrated that she wasn’t
making any significant progress toward getting her life back
on track. In a moment of impulsive rebellion, she decided that
she was going to learn to ride a motorcycle. Through a series
of coincidences and trials, she succeeded in getting her class
M endorsement and almost immediately set out on a 2,500mile ride in the Pacific northwest. Crill is honest about her fears
and her failures as she struggled to manage a heavy machine
leading up to the DMV test and in the first days of her road trip.
She struggled with feeling like an imposter and wondered if she
might have been endangering herself and her riding companions
with her lack of skill. She persevered, however, as is her nature,
and found a renewed sense of life and purpose on the other
side. She learned that “life happens in THIS moment.”
I laughed and cried and even let out a surprised “Yikes!”
along the journey. The combination of fear and excitement kept
Crill on her detouring path and keeps the reader engaged from
beginning to end. Her descriptions of the sights, sounds and
smells she encounters are vivid and draw the reader into the
scene. She even includes some historical context for the cities they visited. Pithy statements of gems she learned in the
process are sprinkled through the book. There are life lessons
in here for everyone. The technical parts are explained in a way
that even those not familiar with motorcycles can understand
and even appreciate the enormity of her undertaking.
Humorous and uplifting, this book would be especially good
for someone at a crossroads in life, asking “What now?” Perhaps
I resonated with this book because I have also asked myself that
same question. Crill encourages jumping into the confusion,
breaking with routine and finding some excitement, stating that
“life needs a mix of excitement and routine. Too much of either
is exhausting.”
As the snow falls this winter, spend a couple of evenings on
the road with Blind Curves. You just might be encouraged to find
some excitement in the upcoming riding season.

BMW Service

Speeds Cycle is one of the leaders in
BMW service and reconditioning.
Just bring your bike around back.
We have towing available for pick-up and drop-off

www.speedscycle.com
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Some day the sun WILL come back! Joel Gladding
(back turned), Avner Skolnik and George van Mater at
the 2014 Square Route Rally. Photo by Wes Fleming.

Hedgerow Treasure Hunt
As those of you who have been to my shop can attest, I have a problem. I can’t help but pull rusty hulls of weird old motorcycles and
cars back to the shop. This in itself is not the problem. The problem
is that with an increasing workload, I no longer have the time to ride
around the back roads in search of my next acquisition.
I would like to solicit your help in searching out cool project
vehicles. In appreciation of your efforts, everyone who emails me
(george@beemersuberalles.com) a picture of a potential project
will receive a BUA t-shirt. Email must contain GPS waypoints or a
physical address; contact information of owner not required, but is
appreciated. Picture must be taken after the publication of this offer.
Limit one t-shirt per person. This offer is open to any BUA client or
BMWBMW member. T-shirt offer expires 12/31/2015.
It probably will not surprise you that BMW motorcycles are my
main focus. However, I am open to other makes as well. DKW, Goggomobil (like the one in the photo), Messerschmitt, or any car that
will fit in the bed of a pickup truck are examples of what I am looking for. Funky-looking old scooters also make me smile.
By all means, please do not limit your search to the local area; if
you’re in Texas and see something, snap a pic. Estate sales, garage
sales and flea markets are also great places to find obscure vehicles.
This is not a contest or competition. Trespassing is illegal and dangerous. Pictures should be taken from a safe location and with the
property owner’s permission.

Beemers Uber Alles
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By Bob Williams

The end of an era

I

began riding motorcycles my sophomore year of college. I
couldn’t afford a car, and the streetcars of Pittsburgh didn’t go
everywhere I wanted to go. My first bike was a Honda Trail 55, a
machine similar in appearance to the ubiquitous Honda Cub of
“You meet the nicest people on a Honda” theme. It was a 55cc
step through with a single seat, rear rack, and “dual sport” tires.
With a top speed of 45 mph, it got me where I wanted to go –
slowly – but I could go anywhere I wanted.
While I was in college, I worked at a neighborhood Honda
dealer assembling bikes as they came out of their shipping
crates. The Honda Dreams were dogs, I never liked the squaredoff fenders and tank, but I lusted after the 305/350 scramblers
with the upswept pipes. After assembly, it was necessary to
take each bike for a test ride and I loved the look and feel of the
scramblers.
I rode the 55 for about two years, but there was another bike
in the neighborhood that really caught my eye. The bike that
captured my attention was silver-blue with a chrome tank, and
it was so quiet you never heard it coming. The machine was a
BMW R 26 Special Edition commissioned by a Swiss importer
named Drenowatz in the late 1950s and early 1960s. This R 26
was also the first production BMW to come on the market with
a Schorsch Meier bench seat (manufactured by Denfeld) and a
chrome grab handle on the rear fender. BMW made fewer than
2,000 of them, and this one was somehow imported into the
U.S. and obtained by Butler and Smith. Fortunately for me, it
came up for sale, and after some creative financing I was able to
purchase the machine for $400.
I rode the R 26 for five years before one of the twin down
tubes broke, an occasional problem due to vibration caused by
an unbalanced crankshaft on the early models. For some reason, now forgotten, I disassembled the bike and had the frame
re-welded. Unfortunately, it never got reassembled and I sold the
basket case bike to a fraternity brother, since I had a Triumph TR
4 at my disposal.
I didn’t ride during the two years of my medical residency,
but I did buy a new Honda CL 350 Scrambler upon my arrival on
Okinawa at the beginning of my military commitment. I owned
the CL for exactly one week. When I came out to start the bike
on my 26th birthday, it was gone. Stolen. The only thing left was
the chain I used to secure it to the building. With the insurance
payment, I replaced it with a simple CB 350, which was better for two up riding. I rode the CB for three years on Okinawa
and shipped it to Germany with my transfer. My son was born a
month after our arrival, and since my wife convinced me that it
wouldn’t be fair for her to raise our son as a single parent, I sold
the CB.
By the time I turned 50, our son was off to college and I was
looking for a new adventure. I taught canoeing in college, and
I always thought that white water kayaking would be fun, so I
spent a winter taking classes at a local pool. After spending
several months doing eskimo rolls in the pool, we went down to
the Potomac for some on-river experience. I soon learned that
I would never be good enough for the sport to be fun, so it was
time to look for a different venue.
Bob’s BMW, one of our local dealers in the Baltimore-DC

area, has a museum in addition to selling new and used bikes
and I fell in love with a silver smoke R 90 S. The color closely resembled that of my R 26. I understand the appeal of older bikes,
but my main interest has always been in riding, not restoration. I
also don’t want to worry about reliability. I want to go out, get on
and ride, knowing that (barring something out of the ordinary) I
will be home without incident.
I found a standard K 75 and rode that for a few years, then
traded up to a K 75 S with a K 100 RS fairing that one of our local club members had put together. This was the ideal combination of the best motor BMW has ever made with one of the best
fairings. I rode this bike for about ten years before I was talked
into exchanging it for a K 1200 RS. Right idea, wrong bike. I
soon realized that what I really wanted was the K 1200 GT with
electronic cruise control, electric windscreen, slightly larger fairing, and a better (and heated) seat.
The GT is a great bike, and I like the looks of the earlier models before they became so angular. When they’re moving they’re
great, but at slow speeds and for moving around in a garage,
they’re top heavy and take some effort to get up on the center
stand. I have a one-car garage, and needed to put the bike up
on a dolly so that it could be rolled to the back of the garage
in front of my car. When I was moving the bike on the dolly last
December, one of the dolly’s wheels caught on a rough spot on
the floor. The bike went one way and I went the other, breaking

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Winter won’t last
forever!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop

(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.
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RUMINATIONS

three ribs. It was then that I decided that a lighter machine may
be more appropriate since I’m not getting any younger.
During the winter I started looking for a replacement. I looked
at the KTMs and Triumphs at the local motorcycle shows, and
rode the new BMW water boxer GS, 700 GT and GS, and 800
GS. The big GSes weren’t that much lighter than my GT, and I
didn’t like the buzziness of the Rotax engines on the 700 and
800s. On my way back from a meeting, I happened to stop by
Bob’s and he had a 2007 R 1200 R that had been part of the
loaner fleet. The size was right and I liked the look. I’d ridden
BMW singles, triples, and fours, but never a twin, so I pulled the
trigger.
The first time I filled the gas tank it was obvious that the gas
gauge didn’t work. Shortly afterward, I had the fuel strip and fuel
pump replaced under warranty. For those of you who may not be
aware, the fuel strip on some R 1200s is notorious for failures
to the point that BMW has extended the warranty to 12 years.
Subsequently, my son and I did a wonderful trip down the Blue
Ridge Parkway, riding the Tail of the Dragon and the Cherohala
Skyway in August.
At the 2014 Bob’s BMW Oktoberfest, I found the bike of my
dreams. It was an R 1200 R 90th Anniversary Edition with only
1,400 miles on the clock. With a Parabellum Scout or Wunderlich Trophy fairing, it would have the look of an R 90 S or an
old Norton, black with gold accents and lettering but with stateof-the-art systems. My goal was to ride until I was 70, and this
was one week before my 69th birthday.
Leaving Bob’s that day, I headed north on I-95 and around
Baltimore on I-695 in the fast lane going about 65 mph. As I
approached the exit from I-695, the bike died as if the kill switch
had been flipped. No stutter, no miss — just dead. I pulled in the
clutch and looked to my right to check traffic. I moved to the center lane and looked right again; I saw no close traffic, but there
was a car closing the gap. I remember thinking “I hope he sees
me before he hits me.”

According to the accident report, the bike ended up behind a
broken-down van parked on the berm. Since there was essentially no damage to the van, the bike must have stopped just before
it slid under the van’s bumper. I don’t remember anything after
checking traffic to my right until briefly waking in the ambulance,
but I can only imagine what I must have thought those last few
seconds. “Do I get run over by the approaching car, or do I run
into the back of the stopped van?” Talk about being between a
rock and a hard place.
When my wife entered the emergency room cubicle and saw
me on the gurney with the oversized cervical collar, the first thing
she asked was, “Can you move your arms and legs?” I answered
yes, and she said, “You know what this means, don’t you?” After
the bike drop in the garage, I decided that I would ride until I was
70 or until my next mishap. I just didn’t expect the time would
come this soon.
Recovery from the concussion, fractured shoulder and lacerated right knee took about six weeks, not including rehab to regain range-of-motion and strength in my right arm and leg. While
there was little visible damage, the insurance company declared
the bike a total loss, saving a repair and resale. Interestingly, in
the tow yard I was able to restart the bike and the fuel gauge
still read one-quarter full. I rode K 75s for 15 years, and the K
1200s for five, and never once ran out of gas. Go figure.
Motorcycling means different things to each of us. I always
felt like a medieval knight suiting up in my armor and dropping
the visor on my helmet or an old western cowboy mounting my
steed to ride off into the sunset. There’s nothing like awakening
at dawn and riding west with the rising sun, or the smell of the
earth and woods after a gentle rain. I’ll always be a motorcyclist,
even if I’m no longer a rider. I’ll miss it dearly, but there are other
things I also want to do and I want to be physically able to do
them, so I’m hanging up my helmet for the last time.
For the rest of you, ride safe, and for God’s (and your own)
sake, wear your gear.

A passing to note

K

ristine Massey–Clifford, 44, of Spotsylvania County died unexpectedly after
spontaneous coronary artery dissection
on Thursday, 12 Feb 2015.
Kristine graduated from Spotsylvania
High School in 1988, and earned a bachelor’s degree in music from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1992. She was a
music teacher at Brock Road Elementary
and later worked at State Farm. For the
last 11 years, Kristine worked side by
side with her parents, Jeff and Hannah, at
Morton’s BMW.
Kristine was an integral member of her
community. She was the accompanist for
the Maranatha Touring Choir, the Second
Generation Choir and she sang with the
Maranatha Gospel Choir. Kris was also a

member of the Fredericksburg Ayres flute
quartet and the Chamber Chorale of Fredericksburg, as well as the Fredericksburg
Community Concert Band. Kristine also
served as choir director of Christ Episcopal Church for the last 23 years. She was
the official Band Mom for the Spotsylvania High School Marching Band and was
known by countless youth in the music
community as “Second Mom.”
Kristine is survived by her husband,
Steven L. Clifford; three children, Hunter
Clifford, Hannah Lovell Clifford and Colby
Clifford; parents Jeff and Hannah Massey;
one brother, Justin Massey and his wife,
Molly, and their sons, Jamie and Ethan;
and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.
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She loved unconditionally, gave selflessly and enthusiastically embraced her
motto, “Life is Good.” She was well known
for her warm and enveloping bear hugs
(the “Kris Hug”).
Being born in Blacksburg and graduating from VCU, she used to say she was
a “Hokie by birth and a Ram by degree.”
She loved watching the games with her
dad and family.
Memorial donations may be made to
Christ Episcopal Church, 8951 Courthouse Road, Spotsylvania, VA, 22553, to
Maranatha Music Ministries’ web address
at maranathachoirs.org/giving, or to the
Spotsylvania High School Marching Band
Boosters Association.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BMWBMW

Local

National

Includes only confirmed dates/events.

16-17 May: 2nd Annual New Sweden 450.
More info at 450.nsbmwr.com.

8 Mar: Spring forward! DST begins.

Sun 15 Mar: BoD (10) and GM meetings
(11) at Morton’s BMW. Tech day starts at 9.

27 Sep: Baltimore/Washington Ride for
Kids. www.rideforkids.org

Sat 11 Apr: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles.

09-12 Apr: Horizons Unlimited Travelers
Meeting, Appomattox, VA. More info at
www.horizonsunlimited.com.
29 Jun: Iron Butt Rally starts.

Battley Cycles

Sat 18 Apr: Tech day hosted by Jim Bade
(Arlington, VA).

See www.battley.com for more info.

Sat 9 May: BoD and GM meetings at
Bob’s BMW.

11 Apr: Spring Open House

05-07 Jun: Square Route Rally
Sat 20 Jun: Tech day hosted by Bruce and
Nicki Watkins (North Beach, MD).
09-11 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest at Camp
West-Mar.
Sat 12 Dec: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles.

Morton’s BMW
See www.mortonsbmw.com for more info.
18 Apr: Spring Open House
15-17 May: Spring Fling Rally at Natural
Bridge

24-27 Jul: BMW MOA National Rally in
Billings MT. www.bmwmoa.org
01-04 Oct: BMW RA National Rally in
Harrison, AR. www.bmwra.org

Bob’s BMW
See www.bobsbmw.com for more info.
07 Mar: Motorcycle Adventure Day w/guest
speaker Rene Cormier
21 Mar: Rider Tune-Up Seminar
25 Apr: Spring Open House
19 Sep: Oktoberfest/Fall Open House

KNOW OF AN EVENT IN 2015?
If you know of a rally or motorcycle-related
event (national or local) that you’d like to
share with others, please send the date and
website to editor@bmwbmw.org.

WRITE FOR BTS!
No article too small! No photo too large! Our
staff of professional (and good looking) editors will immortalize your words! Send them
right over to editor@bmwbmw.org.

BREAKFAST RIDES
Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate
in the after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for the ride.
Interested? Arrive early, introduce
yourself and be ready to have fun.
Look for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near them
and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information,
or to volunteer to lead a ride one
weekend, contact Bruce Dimon at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
1st Sunday at 8
3rd SATURDAY at 10
4th Sunday at 8.30
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD 21236. To have
a reminder email sent to you
the week before the breakfast,
send your email address to
Jim Pellenbarg, jpellenbarg@
juno.com.

OLD TOWN DINER
307 Main Street, Myersville,
MD 21773. The other breakfast rides are on Sundays, so
let’s try some variety. We all
know the roads around WestMar are good and feel 100
miles away from the city.
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THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA
20124. Park across the street
by the rail car or behind the
pub. Walk through the convenience store to the restaurant
in the back. The ride to the
pub requires a nice stretch of
twisty back roads.

Membership application/renewal form
Please check appropriate selections:
o NEW MEMBER					o RENEWAL					o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org

NAME
MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Associate
STREET 																		BMW MOA #
CITY, STATE, ZIP																 BMW RA #
OCCUPATION																			AMA #
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
o 16–25					o 46–55
o 26–35					o 56–65
o 36–45					o 66+

Referred to BMWBMW by
I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs				 o Rally
o Internet						o Rides
o Meetings & Events		 o Safety
o Membership				o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS			 o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year				 Associate Member: $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy
of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Shannon Krammes,
Membership Chair, 6480 McKee Way, Manassas VA 20111-4310. Membership dues are not refundable.
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BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
Shannon Krammes, Membership Chair
6480 McKee Way
Manassas, VA 20111-4310

Do you know these smiling Square Route Rally attendees? We’re not even sure what year this photo was taken, though it was probably 1979 or 1980. If
you can identify these folks, please send that info to editor@bmwbmw.org. Photo by Bob Henig. See page 10 for the first of four installments chronicling
the early years of BMWBMW. See another classic Square Route Rally photo on page7 and stay tuned to future issues to see more!
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