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Hit the road, Jack
Ahhh, rally season is here! I come to you this month
from the glamorous EconoLodge in Wilmington, NC,
prepping for the start of the Cape Fear 1000. This rally
kicks off my warm weather
riding season and is a great time. BMWBMW always
has a great showing and our members are riders to be
reckoned with, so I am looking forward to the Saturday awards dinner to see how we did this year.
While our mild winter extended riding season for
many folks, more of us will hit the road in spring and
summer for treks to regional and national rallies.
I hear great things about the Cass Rally and Laurel
Highlands, and am looking forward to Morton’s Spring
Fling after hearing about their success last year. Also,
of course, there is our very own Square Route Rally.
Our annual rally has a great reputation for area
riding, tech seminars, and prizes. We have folks come
from near and far (Iowa, Canada) who have added
the SRR to their annual rally circuit. I enjoy seeing old
friends from all over and catching up with local club
members. I hope you plan to attend - the rally is our
showcase and our chance to play host to other riders
and enthusiasts. Think of having 150+ friends in your
backyard for a summer party, and that is the spirit of
our rally.
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I encourage you to pre-register if possible. We have
built in some incentives for club members and for early
registration. Not only can you save a few bucks, but all
pre-registrants will receive an
EXTRA door prize ticket AND and an EXTRA grand prize
drawing ticket. What are you waiting for, Christmas?!?
This is Christmas in June so sign up.
All of our club events rely on members helping in
small and large ways. If you plan to attend the rally,
consider covering a shift in the registration, sales or
beer tent areas. Every little bit helps! Scott (Rally
Viking) is working in BIG ways to make this rally
better than ever. He is coordinating a great team, and
personally speaking, I am impressed by their efforts.
Check out the details in this edition, and stay updated
on the website. You will not be disappointed!
My list for this year’s travels is relatively short; I’m
definitely hitting Morton’s Spring Fling and the SRR.
I hope to make a return trip to the Black Diamond
Beemers
Poconos rally, I am keeping the Laurel Highlands and
Finger Lakes rallies in the back of my mind. As
you hit the road (Jack) for your travels, be safe and ENJOY the ride!
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What does my rally fee buy?
Lots of stuff!!!
• Admission to the rally including
organized rides
• Tech seminars, rides and featured
speakers
• Tickets for general door prize and
grand prize drawings
• FOOD! Your full weekend registration includes the following
on-site:
• Chili on Friday night - hard to
gauge how many folks will
be on site for dinner so it is
first-come, first-served. I don’t
recall any fights breaking out
due to running out prematurely, so don’t fret.
• Dinner on Saturday - the menu
includes grilled or baked chicken, hot roast beef with gravy,
tomato-free veggie pasta,
taters, green beans, salad,
desserts and fixins.
• Your fee also includes sodas
provided by the club.
The caterer remains on-site all
weekend. She offers a breakfast
buffet on Saturday morning, and you
won’t walk away hungry. She also
serves made-to-order sandwiches,
snacks, and sodas for an additional
cost. Nothing like a late-night burger to soak up some
of that beer you’re drinking. She also stays around
until Sunday morning, offering breakfast sandwiches.

Where can I stay?
There is a wide array of accommodations, both onand off-site. Here is a sample.
• ON-SITE BUNKHOUSES: Available on a first-come,
first-served basis. The bunkhouses have about
12-14 bunk beds each. If you choose to stay in
one, be sure to bring along your sleeping bag and
earplugs. A top sheet for the mattress is a good
suggestion also.
• ON-SITE TENT CAMPING: The site offers a large
field which is close to the action plus a more
secluded area around the pond (which is designated as quiet camping).
• OFF-SITE, THURMONT, MD: The town offers a few
options for you:
• Super 8 - 300 Tippin Drive, Thurmont
(301) 271-7888
• Cozy Country Inn - 103 Frederick Road, Thurmont - (301) 271-4301
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Vice President & Rally Chair

Rally logo created by Cheree Craze.

• Rambler Motel - 426 North Church Street,
Thurmont - (301) 271-2424
• Ole Mink Farm Recreation Resort - 12806 Mink
Farm Road, Thurmont, MD (301) 271-7012
• OFF-SITE, surrounding areas: Emmitsburg, Hagerstown, Frederick and Gettysburg are nearby and
offer many choices, this is a sample:
• Sleep Inn & Suites - 501 Silo Hill Parkway,
Emmitsburg, MD
• Eisenhower Hotel - 2634 Emmittsburg Road
Gettysburg, PA 17325
• Red Carpet Inn - 2450 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
• Quality Inn Gettysburg - 380 Steinwehr Avenue
Gettysburg, PA 17325
• Courtyard by Marriott - 115 Presidential Circle
Gettysburg, PA 17325
• Comfort Inn - 871 York Road Gettysburg, PA
17325
There were too many choices to list; check out
the web or directory assistance for additional
information.
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Let us entertain you at the Square Route Rally
By Cheree Craze, Tech Chair & Scott Keimig, VP & Rally Chair
Last month we presented the various options of
route sheets and guided rides available at the SRR.
In this issue we introduce activities available on the
Camp WestMar site to keep you entertained and further your Beemer education.
For entertainment on Friday evening the band soulbox is back for the second year due to popular
demand. Attendees last year enjoyed soulbox’s fun
and funky playlist of rock, soul, R&B and blues, so
bring your blue suede dancin’ shoes.
Before you start cuttin’ the rug, you might want to
check out our Friday evening seminar. We’ll have a
panel of experienced long distance riders ready to take
your questions and share with you all they know about
going the distance, two-wheeled style.
Our rally is renowned for providing a variety and
breadth of technical seminars. This year we’re excited
to have a great line-up on Saturday.
Tracy Martin, VP, Chief Instructor and Curriculum
Developer at Total Control Advanced Riding Clinics, is
covering suspension. Part 1 of his seminar is an interactive lecture on the concepts and technologies of
motorcycle suspensions. He goes
beyond the basics and targets the idiosyncrasies of
BMW suspensions. In Part 2, he will help you measure
suspension sag on your own bike, give advice on altering preload and damping settings and suggest opportunities for custom suspension upgrades.
Seeing where you are going is very important in
riding, but so is making sure that other road users
see you. Long-time club member, electrical expert and
owner of Skene Design, Jerry Skene is presenting “Can
you see me now? Techniques for enhancing your
visibility on the road.”
Most of us can probably change our own oil, but do
you know how to inspect and lube cables? What about
how to clean, lube, inspect and adjust a chain? George
Mangicaro, the owner of Beemers Über Alles in Manassas, VA, will cover this and more in his seminar on
“maintenance beyond the basics.”
Last but not least in our seminar line-up, we are
offering an interactive tire plugging demo. The side
of the road is the last place to discover that you don’t
know how to plug a flat. Learn how to use a plug kit
and put your new skills to the test on the hole-y tires
at the rally.

The technical information highway doesn’t end there
though. Join in the follow-on conversations after the
seminars, as BMWBMW is loaded with skilled shade
tree mechanics that are more than willing to further
your tech education for the very reasonable price of
a beer (said beer being an upgrade from the offerings
of prior years). As of this writing we expect to have
at least one Bavarian-style beer on tap. In addition,
we are arranging to have a selection of wine available
for purchase. Alcohol sales are located at the Tiki Hut
beginning at 2:00 pm and running until 1:00 am.
Some of the high points of our WestMar activities
occur Saturday evening. General door prize winners
are posted on an exterior wall of the mess hall at 5:00
pm, and prizes may be claimed until 6:45 pm. Friday
and Saturday dinners are included in your admission
and the meals start at 5:30 pm. We have used the
same caterer for nearly 20 years, and the reason is
simple - she has great food! Carnivores and vegetarians should find plenty to sate their appetites.
At 7:00 pm Saturday we kick off the evening festivities with presentation of rider awards and live drawings for our grand prizes. A hint to expedite the grand
prize allocation is to write your name on your tickets
before you put them in the lottery barrels.
After the awards and prizes have been distributed
we move on to our featured speaker, none other than
Jeff Massey, owner of Morton’s BMW. Jeff will be giving
his personal from-the-GS-saddle report on Compass
Expedition’s Southern Lakes Exploration of Chile and
Argentina adventure tour. Based on the abbreviated
teaser Jeff presented to attendees at the March club
meeting, we should be in for a wildly entertaining road
report – your authors understand that there was a tour
initiation rite involving the consumption of ginormous
live insects. You’ll have to ask Jeff!
There are many ways to conclude the evening, but
our favorite is to grab a libation from the Tiki Hut and
retire to one of the communal campfires to swap lies
with friends new and old.
Y’all have preregistered, right? If not, you have
until May 20th to take advantage of the early-bird cost
savings. If you don’t preregister, no worries. On-site
registration opens at 11.00 am Friday and 8.00
am Saturday.

Join us at the 38th annual Square Route Rally,
a BMWBMW tradition!
We are still accepting volunteers for all rally committees! Find out which committees need
more help by logging onto the message boards at http://www.bmwbmw.org/forums/
2012 BTS
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Stuck fasteners
Tech tips from George Mangicaro
Stuck fasteners can stop a project in its tracks. Dealing with fasteners that do not want to turn can lead to
much frustration. Sometimes just one uncooperative
bolt can increase to cost of a repair exponentially.
Corrosion is the most common culprit. To free up a
corroded fastener will take three basic things: the correct tools, a good penetrating oil and most importantly, patience. Knowing the replacement cost of what the
faster is stuck in should give proper motivation to slow
down, as what the bolt is stuck in almost always costs
more than the stuck bolt. Even the best penetrating
oils do not work instantly. The more time allowed for
the oil to soak in, the better the results will be. Multiple
applications over several days may be required.
If penetrating oil does not yield satisfactory results,
heat might be the appropriate next step. If you are
dealing with a steel bolt in an aluminum bore then
heat will work quite well. When applying heat to
a stuck fastener, do not use open flames. Also look
around to see if any wire or plastic is near the area to
be heated, as even a focused-tip heat gun has a heating radius of several inches. If plastic or wire is in the
area, use some sort of shield to protect anything that
might melt. Any surface oil should be cleaned off and
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the cleaner allowed to flash off before heating. Periodically attempt to turn the fastener, slowly, until the heat
does its work.
If you are faced with a bolt that is holding a plastic
piece on, then obviously heat cannot be used. Plastic engine protectors on R259 boxers are particularly
prone to having stuck bolts. After applying penetrating oil to the fastener, place a brass drift against the
head of the bolt and rap the drift with a hammer. Keep
in mind that knowing how much force and what size
hammer to use here is key. A small hammer will require a much faster swing, which might result in missing the drift and hitting your bike. Too large a hammer
will most likely result in too much force and damage
the threads. If the bolt begins to turn but then stops,
do not try to keep turning it. Instead apply more penetrating oil and turn the bolt backwards, but not to full
tight. Slowly work the bolt back and forth with several
applications of penetration oil for the best results.
If the bolt is stuck beyond all hope then it must be
drilled out. When drilling a steel bolt, you will need
drill bits that are of a better quality than found at a big
box store. If dull or low quality bits are used, they are
likely to wander and you will drill into the much softer
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aluminum cylinder head. Care must be taken to hold
the drill inline with the bolt. A slow speed and application of oil to lubricate the bit will give you a better cut
and longer drill bit life. If
you run the bit too fast
and dry the bit may break
off inside the bolt - that
would not be good. With a
lot of skill and some luck,
you can drill right down
the center with a few sequentially larger bits. The
last drill bit should be as
close to the bolt’s root
diameter as possible. At
this point the threads can
sometimes be removed
with a pick. If the threads
cannot be removed, use
a drill bit slightly larger
than the root diameter.
Using a thread caser or
tap should finish the job.
Over tightened fill and
drain plugs are a common
problem. Most of the time
they can be freed with a
sharp rap on the plug’s
face. This trick works

well on plugs with crush washers; use a brass drift
and the proper size hammer. For plugs without crush
washers the solution is similar, but instead of a drift
you will be rapping on the
head of a breaker bar. I do
not recommend using a
ratchet; they do not take
kindly to being hit. Holding constant pressure on
the breaker bar, strike the
head of the bolt. It may be
best to find an extra set of
hands to help with this.
To prevent stuck
threads use anti-seize
paste or a thread locker.
Thread locker might not
be your first thought, but
it works well if the correct
strength is used. Find a
thread locker that is rated
for disassembly with normal hand tools. The thread
locker will coat the threads
and keep them from corroding, making the
fastener’s eventual
removal a bit easier.
George owns Beemers Uber Alles, an independent BMW shop in Manassas, VA.
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Between the tug and tub
By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor

One of the reasons I love riding motorcycles so
much is the camaraderie. I can be anywhere on my
bike, doing anything at all, and when I run across
another guy (or gal) on a motorcycle, there’s an
instant bond. We might nod or wave as we pass on
the road. We might shake hands and chat briefly at
the gas pump. We might even sit down, introduce
ourselves and share a meal. No matter what the level of interaction, we both know that in this life, we
understand one fundamental thing about each other,
the love of motorcycles.
Since February 2011, my circle of riders has grown
to include sidecar drivers as well. While we still
consider ourselves motorcyclists, we also tend to selfidentify – perhaps proudly – as riders with an
additional skill set and uniqueness amongst the larger
brotherhood. I’ve found sidecar owners to be just a
little more gregarious than other riders; perhaps it’s
that the simple fact of hanging a sidecar off one’s motorcycle presents the opportunity to always have a
passenger along, and that in turn engages a little less
of the stereotypical loner mentality of the typical rider.
I am pleased to present you an issue focused on
sidecars as well as to announce a new, hopefully
ongoing feature about sidecar drivers. Maybe being
exposed to sidecars will inspire more of you to join us.
I’m not so narcissistic as to profile myself in the
pages of the magazine I produce for the club, but I will
say that putting together my rig – a 1998 K1200RS
with a 2006 Hannigan Classic sidecar – has been one
of the most fun experiences of my riding life. The
main reason I decided on a sidecar in the first place
was safety. Not mine, mind you - I’ve been riding for
15+ years and understand the risks. Rather, I was
concerned for my daughter’s safety. Every time she
would climb on the seat behind me, I worried because
I knew 20 minutes into the ride, she’d start nodding
off. Napping is tough when you have to maintain your
balance, so I figured a sidecar seat would be the best
and safest place for her to nap unmolested while we
ride. We then discovered that she can read a book
while she rides. Both of these benefits to sidecar life
also appeal to my wife, and now they both tell me they
prefer riding in the sidecar as opposed to the back
seat, if for no other reason than being able to see more
of the countryside than when they’re stuck trying to
wiggle a view from behind my considerable bulk.
The providence of finding a great used bike and an
excellent used sidecar, coupled with a pro assembly
done by Claude Stanley of Freedom Sidecars and topnotch modifications and maintenance from George
Mangicaro of Beemers Über Alles has made owning my
rig a wonderful experience from the beginning. Throw
in a weekend training and safety class plus a regimen
of practicing figure 8s and quick stops, and I’m
having a ton of fun in my rig - as much, if not
more - as I’ve had with a regular motorcycle.
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A brief history of IMZ-Ural
There are only a few manufacturers left in the world that build sidecar rigs from the ground up with a three-wheeled destiny in mind.
After nearly 100 years of production, Harley-Davidson abandoned
sidecars in favor of trikes after the 2010 production year, leaving
IMZ-Ural as the highest capacity and most well known sidecar builder in the world. Also left building them are Hongdu and Zhuzhou
(China), Watsonian Squire and Wasp Motorcycles (England), Cozy
and Royal Enfield (India), and Louis Christen Racing and GG Duetto
(Switzerland).

Once upon a time, Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia had a little thing called a Pact of Non-Aggression.
Signed in August 1939, this mutual promise not to invade each other accompanied another treaty related
to proposed economic growth for and between both
countries.
Part of this economic agreement included the transfer of technology from Germany to the Soviet Union,
but what the Red Army really wanted was a motorcycle

and sidecar rig that functioned better than what they
had used against Finland.
The story of how the USSR started building their
obviously BMW-derived sidecar rigs varies based on
which nation’s history books you read.
According to the Soviets, the Red Army bought several BMW R71 motorcycles from a dealer in Sweden
and smuggled them back to Russia. They then built a
factory in Moscow, dismantled and reverse-engineered
the bikes, and started to produce the three-wheeled
vehicles. By the time the first Soviet R71-based M-72
rolled off the production line in 1941, the Nazis had
already violated the Non-Aggression Pact and were
blitzkrieging across Russia.
The German version of the story involves the economic treaties signed by the two nationsbefore the
outbreak of World War 2. BMW had recently updated
its production lines to pump out the new R75, leaving behind the slightly less powerful R71. They happily
included the drawings and parts casting molds for the
2012 BTS
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R71 to the Soviets, knowing they were providing obsolete technology to their rivals.
No matter the genesis of the rig, the rest of the war
saw production of these nearly identical sidecar rigs on
both sides of the Eastern Front – thousands of them.
The only major change due to the course of the war
was that the Soviets moved their motorcycle factory
east, across the Ural Mountains and out of range of the
German army, to a tiny burg called Irbit, where motorcycles displaced the local brewery and the business of
war construction got underway.
After the war, things really got going. The factory
underwent a much-needed renovation and kicked into
high gear, producing its 30,000th rig in 1950. A few
years later, the Soviet government split production
into military and civilian concerns, with the military
factory going to the Ukraine and the newly renamed
Irbit Motorcycle Works (IMZ) sticking with domestic
production and a small number of exports to developing nations.
By 1965, IMZ began exporting their Ural sidecar rigs
in very small numbers to developed nations around
the world. Nothing much changed until the collapse
of the Soviet order; after that, the previously nationalized IMZ became the Uralmoto Joint Stock Company, often referred to as IMZ-Ural. In 1998, some
Russian investors bought the company, including the
governments’ remaining 22% stake, making it completely private. Another renovation, this time for the
motorcycles rather than the factory, took place and
the Ural builders dragged their rigs into the 1970s.
In addition to tighter quality control, they focused on
improving materials and tolerances to address common complaints from existing Ural drivers.
Another technology update in 2007 saw Ural rigs
sporting Keihin carburetors, floating disc front brakes
(forever ending the effortless three-wheel interchangeability of previous models), and a transmission
made with German gears.
Since that first M-72 came off the line in 1941, over
3.2 million Ural rigs have hit the streets, back roads,
gravel, fire roads, muddy fields, shallow ponds,
farms, forests, mountains and deserts of the
world. There are more than 50 Ural dealers in
the US, five within 200 miles of Washington, DC.
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Sidecars in Spring

By Wes Fleming

Sidecars just ooze retro vibe from every shiny bolt spin down the road can deposit a rider among exurban
and fitting, but the days when the only rigs on the road mansions and horse farms. We kept the speeds down
were rickety Urals and vintage BMWs are gone.
a little to accommodate our two vintage rigs, but the
Now we have solid Urals and both vintage and mod- pace was fast enough to be fun.
ern BMWs, not to mention sidecars hanging off every
Our ride led to Bob’s house in Columbia, where we
conceivable make and model of motorcycle – and even talked more, explored Bob’s garage and his collection
some scooters to boot. While sidecars don’t make up of odd and rare vehicles, introduced ourselves to each
the majority of motorcycles on the road, they’re used other and took photos. Though I had to leave at noon
throughout the world not only for transportation and to get my daughter, Arwyn, to her piano lesson and
fun, but for racing, as outback and urban ambulances, subsequent Girl Scout meeting, the rest of the attendfor deliveries and even as simple haulers for anybody ees went on another, longer ride that culminated with
needing to take along a dog, groceries, or a back-seat lunch at the Iron Bridge Wine Company; I heard from
averse friend.
From left to right - Jim Hopkins’ R60/2 rig, Pat Elburns, Jim Dodmead, Angelo Gravagna, Jim Hopkins,
On 15 April, a dozen
Tess Hopkins, Donna Batchelder, Eric Batchelder, Arwyn Fleming, Bill Russell, Elizabeth Holliday,
Mike Leahy, Edwards Holliday, Joel Gladding, Bob Henig’s GG Duetto, and Bob Henig.
BMWBMW sidecar drivPhoto by Wes Fleming.
ers gathered in suburban
Maryland to meet, greet,
kick tires, do some riding
and – of course – eat.
We met up at 9 on
a clear, warm Sunday
morning at an informal
car and motorcycle show
that gathers quite often
in the parking lot of a
shopping center at the
intersection of Route 198
and US 29 in Burtonsville, MD. The hot rods
and cool cars kept our
attention for a while, but
what we really wanted to
do was check out each
other’s rigs.
After some chatting
and a tasty Burger King
breakfast, longtime club
member Bob Henig gathered the riders together for a quick pre-ride
briefing and reminded us
that, with vintage rigs in
the wagon train, we all
needed to be careful not
to let cars inject themselves into our line and
make sure we keep sight
of the rig behind us.
We embarked on a
brisk back-road jaunt
through the Maryland
countryside. One of the
things that always amazes me about living in the
DC area is how quickly a
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Sidecar terminology
Bike = Tug
Sidecar = Chair, Tub
Bike+Sidecar = Hack, Outfit, Rig
several diners that the accommodations and meals
were excellent.
Nine rigs attended, a 1968 R60/2 and ’53 Steib (Jim
and Tess Hopkins), a ’78 R100 engine crammed into a
’67 R60 frame and a Ural sidecar of indeterminate age
(Joel Gladding), ’86 R100RS and EML GT2 (Bill Russell), a ’97 GG Duetto based on a K1100 drivetrain (Bob

Sidecar in the air = Flying
Sidecar passenger = Monkey
RIDE a motorcycle, DRIVE a hack
Henig), my ’98 K1200RS with its ’06 Hannigan Classic,
a ’99 R1100GS with an Armec Sidewinder (Edwards
Holliday and his daughter Elizabeth), a pair of 2000
K1200LTs – one with a Motorvation Formula II sidecar
(Mike Leahy) and the other with a Hannigan LT (Angelo
Gravagna), and a 2006 R1200GS with a DMC M72DX
(Eric & Donna Batchelder). Jim Dodmead tagged along
with Angelo and we had
one two-wheeled rider,
Pat Elburns of The Motorcycle News.
Even with this small
sampling of rigs, we
managed to run the
gamut
from
vintage
puttering-around-town
to
heavy-duty
longdistance touring and
everyday functionality to
avant-garde technology.
We had such a good
time that we’re already
planning another sidecar event in the fall and
discussing turning it into
an annual club event!
Over the next few
months, I’ll be presenting each rider and his rig
in a new feature called
“Hacker
Profiles.”
If
you’re a hack owner and
would like to be included
in this ongoing feature,
please contact me at
editor@bmwbmw.org to
arrange a brief interview and photo
session.

The author would like to thank
John Toth for additional
photography and photo
software expertise and
assistance in this article and
the upcoming Hacker Profiles.
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Hacker profile: Edwards Holliday

Photos by Wes Fleming

Edwards is the third owner of this 1999 R1100GSbased rig, which is his first combo. It is quite the
unique rig as it’s what the sidecar world refers to as
a “leaner” - the Armec Sidewinder sidecar is affixed
such that the motorcycle can still lean to each side and
requires the use of the kickstand when it’s not being
ridden. His daughters, Elizabeth (pictured) and Sarah
were 20 months and 5 years old, respectively, when he
purchased the rig. He’s left the rig as-is since he bought
it, but recognizes it needs a bit of a lighting upgrade.
“I like riding a regular bike,” Edwards said. “I love
the unique feature of being able to lean and to this
day, I still don’t know what it’s like to drive a fixed rig.”
He can disassemble this rig and ride the bike solo and
enjoys riding a regular two-wheeler, but other than his
wife, Melba’s 2003 F650CS, he doesn’t have access to
another regular bike. This rig gets a lot of attention, he
says, because “most people have not seen an articulating rig.”
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Photos by John Toth

Hacker profile: Angelo Gravagna

Angelo has had one sidecar outfit before his current
one, the pictured 2000 K1200LT with a Hannigan LT
sidecar. His other rig was a 1962 R69 which he restored, installing an R100 engine into it and hanging a
Ural sidecar off it. While the LT rig satisfies his threewheeled urges for now, he does find himself dreaming
of a Gold Wing + Hannigan rig from time to time.
This rig came into his possession after stopping to
look at it when it sported a “for sale” sign and sat in
front of a farm about a mile from his home. He says
his wife finally got tired of his stopping to look at it and
encouraged him to buy it.
While he started driving a rig as a challenge to improve his riding skills, he’s stuck with it, he says, due
to “getting older. It’s easy to load and long trips and
my wife can ride with me like we used to.” He finds
himself spending more time on his rig as the years
pass.
He’s made some minor modifications to his LT rig,
adding an intercom and a fuel cell. More extensive
modifications are the Stanley rear end and Hannigan
extended fork, both of which improve the handling of
the large, heavy rig.
2012 BTS
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Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate in the
after-meal rides and some like to show up solely for the ride. Interested?
Arrive early, introduce yourself and be ready to have fun. Look for the tables with helmets and jackets piled
on or near them and don’t be shy.

Breakfast Rides

If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the Rides
Committee Chair. You can also find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online
forums.

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21236. To have a reminder e-mail sent to you the
week before the breakfast, send your e-mail address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE
THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 Frederick Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick, MD and
continue north on US 15. Take the 1st Thurmont exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then LEFT at the 1st
traffic light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile up on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE
CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater Drive, Nokesville, VA 20181. Easily reached via I-66, US 29 and VA 28.
From 28, turn S/SE on Fitzwater, then cross the railroad tracks and look to the left. Riders gather in the back
room.
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New member profile: John & Denise Peppler

John and his wife started riding in
the spring of 2001; the bike of choice
then was a Harley. Since then, he’s
put on over 100,000 miles, 23,000 of
them on his 2006 R1200RT, which he
says is his favorite bike. Denise has
laid down fewer miles, but loves riding her 2007 R1200R
The Pepplers lived in norther Michigan until moving here eight months
ago. John’s ideal ride is still circling
Lake Superior, which he recommends
as a “must to any serious riders.”
Around here, he likes riding Skyline
Drive and venturing into Pennsylvania, which he plans to explore more
this summer. He’s also planning a trip
to Maine in the near future.
John joined the club hoping to meet
someone to really connect with and
form a riding friendship. He said, “It
would be nice to get an opportunity to
hang out with people who share the
same passion that I have. I feel
it could make living in a Metro
area a better experience.”

BMW news from around the world
Record sales quarter

F650GS launches in India

In the first quarter of 2011, BMW Motorrad sold
23,109 motorcycles, 11,675 of them in March alone.
Both of those figures are up for 2012, with 24,373
bikes sold in Q1-2012 and 12,295 delivered just in
March. These are both rises of just over 5%.
Husqvarna sales are up as well, with slight rises in
each of the last three months, culminating in 2,642
motorcycles sold in Q1-2012, a rise of 702 (about
36%) from the same period last year. The quarterly
sales figure is up nearly 75% from Q1-2011 for the
BMW subsidiary marque and partially attributable to
the introduction of the Nuda 900 and Nuda 900R street
bikes.
The General Director of BMW Motorrad, Hendrik von
Kuenheim, attributed the sales rises to good market
growth in Australia, Brazil and the United States, which
all have long riding seasons and therefore can sustain
solid year-round and first-quarter sales figures. He
identified southern Europe as a growth opportunity for
BMW due to its current economic problems.
BMW AG overall enjoyed rising sales figures across
all its product lines, but the rise in motorcycle sales
is particularly encouraging for a brand currently languishing in growth figures behind most other makes.
BMW has introduced six new, updated or
special models. The G650GS Sertao is new; updated for 2012 are the S1000RR and F800R.
BMW’s #1 seller continues to be the R1200GS.

BMW introduced the F650 Funduro into the
Indian market about 15 years ago. Its relatively steep
price compared to domestic models meant it was a
slow seller, but BMW has maintained its market presence as a luxury brand in that nation.
In India, the new F650GS is considered a high-end
sport bike; as a result, the F650GS costs 999,000 rupees, or about $19,400.
A big part of the reason for that astronomical price
tag compared to its sub-$9,500 MSRP in the US is the
75% import duty. India puts that tax on any
motor vehicle brought into the country as a completely built unit, or CBU, as a way to stimulate domestic
truck, auto, motorcycle and scooter manufacturing.
There are only two BMW dealers in India, Navnit
Motors with locations in Mumbai and Bangalore and
Deutsche Motoren in Delhi. From their websites, both
dealers appear to carry the full BMW motorcycle line,
but pricing information is not available online.
The other way most builders import vehicles into
India is as completely knocked down, or CKD, kits.
CKD kits include everything needed to assemble the
vehicle, which is then done locally for the
domestic market. While BMW does currently provide
CKD cars in India, as well as assembling some auto
engines there, as of this writing no
concrete plans to build motorcycles or even CKD
motorcycle kits have been announced.

2012 BTS
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Treasurer’s
report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

In BTS next month
DIY backseat cooler

Income/Expense Statement for the month
ending 31 Mar 2012.

Henry Winokur shares his easy-to-build & beat-theheat backseat cooler that’s a great fit for any bike.

Income
Memberships			
677.50
Holiday party registration
0.22
BTS advertising		4,350.00
SRR registration		
80.00

Karen & Phil Ager share side-by-side stories about
their trip to South Carolina for BMW off-road school.

Total income			5,107.72
Expenses
BTS printing & postage
461.03
Membership pins		
490.00
Meeting expenses		
146.31
Software			
314.95
SRR expenses			1,851.54

Off road training

More hacker profiles

If you thought we ran out of space to profile
BMWBMW’s sidecar drivers, well, wait and see who
pops up in the next exciting episode of “Hack This!”

Your article goes here!

If you have an idea for an article for Between the
Spokes, don’t be shy! Send an e-mail to
editor@bmwbmw.org with your idea.

Total expenses		3,388.18
Net income				1,719.54

Membership report
Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair

Total Membership Counts - Mar 2012
Members		402
Associates		
56
Total			458
Membership Renewal Counts
Members		
19
Associates		
7
Total			 26
New Membership Counts
Members		
11
Associates		
1
Total			 12
Please welcome our newest members:
Bryant Anderson (Warrenton, VA)
Todd Dibell (Alexandria, VA)
Kevin Emerick (Arlington, VA)
Leslie Hollander (Great Falls, VA)
Jim Hopkins (Clarksville, MD)
Jennifer Kuenning (Fairfax, VA)
Johnnie Parkin (Charles Town, WV)
John & Denise Peppler (Burke, VA)
Raymond Persetic (Huntingtown, MD)
Tony Walker (Baltimore, MD)
Greg Whitehead (Sykesville, MD)
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Local events
Morton’s Spring Fling Rally
18-20 May - Natural Bridge, VA
www.mortonsbmw.com
Registration is currently open.
FloydFest
26-29 July - Floyd, VA
www.floydfest.com
Contact Chase Hinderstein on the
online forums for more info.

National events
40th Int’l BMW RA Grand National
14-17 June 2012 - Copper Mountain, CO
www.bmwra.org
www.coppercolorado.com
40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO
www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us
BTS May

Classifieds

Attention Maryland residents!

For Sale: Snap-On Tool Chest. #KRA-53b in excellent
shape. It has a lock and at least 1 key. It has 3 drawers plus the top tray. Outside dimensions are: 24”
wide x 10” deep x 12” high. With stickers already installed! Best offer over $250. If Interested, call Henry
@ 301 320 2104 or email henwin1@verizon.net.

Have you seen the club’s new logo? Pretty
snazzy, huh? How would you like to have that
logo on your motorcycle license plate? Now you
can!*
Some members (especially the newer ones)
may not know that BMWBMW has its own organizational license plate through the Maryland
Motor Vehicle Association. With the advent of the
new club logo, MVA has to change their printing
system to the new logo. Before they will do this,
we need the names of 25 people committed to
purchase the new license plates. We don’t need
money for the plates yet; that will come after we
get the list of 25 names.
Send an email to membership@bmwbmw.org
stating your name and the number on the plate
to be replaced. When we get to 25, MVA will start
producing the plates.
For those of you that have the BMWBMW plates
with the old logo, you are certainly welcome to
change to the new logo plate, but it is not required. You may keep your existing plate.
*Restrictions apply: This is only available to MD
residents at this time, and you must be current
with your club dues.

Your summer riding destination
Saturday May 5, 12 – 2pm Our inaugural Chili
Cook-off. Do you make the best chili? Come get
judged! Competitors should e-mail events@
battley.com to register.

Saturday June 2 Our Muscular Dystrophy Day. Join us 11am – 3pm
for family fun and a nice cook-out while we raise money to send some
kids to camp. Cook-out, carnival games, and a no-entry-fee bike show!

Tuesday May 8 Dealer dinner ride open to all brands. Depart at 7pm
from Battley’s. We’ll take back roads, enjoy the full moon, stop for
dinner and wind our way back.
Friday May 25 Memorial Weekend Movie night.
Drive in as we project a biker movie on the outside
wall and serve popcorn. Movie starts at dark
around 8:15pm.

Sunday June 3 11am –
3pm Latin American Day
at Battley Cycles! Live
music, dancers, food.

BATT
LEY

Saturday May 26, 11am – 4pm Memorial Weekend Ride to
the Wall party with live music by the Nighthawks. See Hero Dogs, eat
at the cook-out and reflect on Luke’s Wings Trike. Our limited edition Ride to the
Wall t-shirts will be on sale, and much more!
Sunday May 27, 7am – 8:30am Annual police escorted Ride to the Wall. 4,000 bikes
are expected to depart from Battley’s; come early for a good spot. Veterans have a
special section up front.

Tuesday June 5
Dealer dinner ride
open to all brands.
Depart at 7pm from
Battley’s. We’ll take
back roads, enjoy the
full moon, stop for
dinner and wind our
way back.
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SATURDAYS • FREE Coffee & Donuts • 9–10am
Join our email club at www.battley.com for the latest news and events!
A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD 240-399-5033

Tue – Fri 10 –7 | Sat 9 – 5 | Sun. 11 – 4

STIMULATE YOUR ECONOMY!
Sell your used bike now. Call Bernie at
240-399-5036 to find out what it’s worth!

© 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS05/12.
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Club events in 2012

Sunday 9 September - Club picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, MD.

Saturday 12 May - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
Annandale Park, 4030 Hummer Road, Annandale, VA.

Saturday-Sunday 6-7 October - Oktoberfest
at Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD. Board of
Directors (9.30 am) & General Membership
Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.

Friday-Sunday 1-3 June
38th Annual Square Route Rally,
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD.

Saturday 10 November - Board of Directors (10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Glory Days, 130 Featherbed Lane,
Winchester, VA.

Sunday 8 July - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
Beemers Über Alles, 9248 Mike Garcia Drive,
Manassas, VA. Followed by the 2nd Annual
BMWBMW Swap Meet at noon. Bring your
parts and gear to sell or trade.
Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting (11 am)
at Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road, Jessup, MD.

Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road,
Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a Tech Day,
rain or shine, at noon.

Membership application/renewal form.
Please circle appropriate selections
NEW MEMBER

Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org
RENEWAL

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

NAME
Associate
STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Referred to BMWBMW by

OCCUPATION
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
16-25			46-55
26-35			56-65
36-45			65+
I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
Gov’t Affairs			Rally
Internet			Rides
Meetings & Events		
Safety
Membership			Sales
Newsletter/BTS		Tech
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BMW MOA #
BTS is primarily delivered
electronically. If you’d like
to receive a paper copy in
the mail, check here:

BMW RA #
AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

BTS May

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON PRESENTS THE

38thANNUAL
Square Route
June 1st-3rd, 2012• Camp West Mar,
Sabillasville,
MD
Rally

PRE-REGISTER and earn two extra prize tickets!
Door Prize/Grand Prize Drawing Saturday Night • FUN Rides
• Riding Related Seminars • Tech Sessions •
• Cabin space available on firstcome, first-serve basis
• Wooded, open and quiet camping
areas available; motels available in
nearby Thurmont, Gettysburg, etc.
• Updates and registration form at

• Three days and two nights of excellent
rides in the Catoctin Mountains with
Washington, DC and historic Gettysburg
only an hour’s ride away
• Rally pin and mug to the first 300. Full
weekend registration includes Saturday
night feast and door prize coupons. Day
pass does not include Saturday dinner or
door prize coupons.

http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about
3/4 mile and make left into Camp West Mar.

SEND CHECKS TO:
BMWBMW, c/o Henry Winokur
6313 Elgin Lane
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5443
Checks payable to: BMWBMW
Pre-reg postmarked by: May 20
Info: Email Scott at
vp@bmwbmw.org.

OTHER: Gate and registration opens 11am, Friday, June 1st.
Beer is available on site. Pins and mugs to first 300 registrants.
You must be registered to participate in club-sponsored rides.
Registration awards are based on information from this form and
will be awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.
NO PETS ALLOWED, sorry.

2012 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Pre-Registration

$35/Member

$40/NonMember;

At Gate
Day Pass

$40/Member
$20/Adult

$45/NonMember; $10/Child
$ 5/Child

$10/Child

____ Members x $35 = ________________
____ NonMembers x $40 = _____________
____ Children x $10. = _________________
Cash

Check # ____________________

Rider: Sex: M F Age _________________

RIDER ______________________________________________________
PASSENGER(S) ______________________________________________ Passenger: Sex: M F Age ______________
___________________________________________________________ Direct Mileage to Rally from your home ____
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
CITY _______________________________________________________
___________________________________
STATE/ZIP ______________________________
and the Club’s # for MOA ______________

This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests.
I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2012 Square Route Rally, or for
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.

OR the Club’s # for RA ________________
(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40)
Motorcycle Information:
Make ______________________________
Model _____________________________

Rider Signature ______________________________________________________________

Year ______________________________

Sidecar, Information: Year ____________

Passenger(s) Signature__________________________________________

2012 BTS

Make/Model________________________
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Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS

SQUARE ROUTE RALLY REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 19
BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON

Arwyn “Monkey” Fleming says “great breakfast!” Photo by Jim Dodmead.

www.bmwbmw.org
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