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All rides lead to (and from) Camp WestMar

By Scott Keimig, Vice President &
Rally Chair
There are lots of ways to occupy
your time at the Square Route Rally (SRR). We have musical entertainment and several tech sessions
planned for Saturday. However, if
you’re in the mood for riding, revel
in some of the best sport-touring
riding in the mid-Atlantic, either on
well-maintained asphalt and/or dualsport routes thru the foothills of the
Blue Ridge of MD, PA, WV and VA.
Our organized rides have always
been a highlight for the SRR rally
goers who want to tour the area.
This year we have kept the popular
rides from previous years and have
added several NEW RIDES based on
the favorable feedback of previous
SRR attendees.
GARY’S GUIDED GS RIDE is
 Ride to Sharpsburg Battlefield for 150th
Register Early and SAVE!
a “gentle” GS ride, about 50% on
Antietam Tribute
$35 members | $40 non-members
unpaved roads with the entire ride
 Dual-sport/GS ride
Extra
grand prize ticket to pre-registrants
taking about 5 hours and will include
 Seminars, tech sessions & entertainment
a lunch stop.
 Great door prizes • Saturday dinner feast
Reg form and updated info at
The new NOT-QUITE-AS-LONG
 Cabins available first-come, first-serve
bmwbmw.org
GUIDED GS RIDE led by Dawn and
 Other meals available to purchase on-site
Paul Miller (our featured speakers at
BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington (#40)
the SRR last year) will be over similar
terrain as Gary’s GS Ride. It is calibrated to require about half of the riding time to allow WestMar that will be predominately on two lane secone to return to WestMar and partake of tech sessions ondary roads. Advance sign-up for this tour is made
and entertainment prior to the evening festivities.
electronically through Bob’s BMW’s website.
New this year is a GUIDED GROUP TRIBUTE RIDE
If your rally travel schedule doesn’t allow you to take
TO SHARPSBURG. This sport-touring ride is on twisty advantage of the Friday museum visit and ride, you
paved roads thru the ridges and valleys of Catoctin have another opportunity on Saturday morning, when
and South mountains and commemorates the 150th Bob Henig will lead a SATURDAY GUIDED RIDE TO
anniversary of the Antietam campaign. Riders can ac- BOB’S MUSEUM for lunch and a museum tour includcess the paved roads thru the battlefield and visit the ing all of the above. A great food vendor, called The
museum and souvenir shop. Lunch can be had in the Wild Dog Cart, will be at the dealership so people can
nearby town of Sharpsburg or you can use a guide purchase lunch. After the museum tour the dealership
sheet to ride into Frederick to grab lunch there and will have a one-hour tech session and then riders are
then see the fascinating National Museum of Civil War on their own to travel back to WestMar. The Saturday
Medicine.
ride to Bob’s is limited to 20 participants, all of whom
Also new this year are two opportunities to ride the would need to be decent (sorry no beginners) riders
Piedmont east of WestMar and participate in a Vin- with at least some group riding experience.
tage Museum Tour at Bob’s BMW. The first opportunity
So you’ve learned that we have five guided rides
occurs Friday, 1 June at 12:00 noon – we call it the this rally, but it happens that you’re just not interested
FRIDAY GUIDED RIDE FROM BOB’S MUSEUM. It in group rides. Well, we can help you with that – all
features Bob Henig providing expert critiques of some of our rides will have paper route sheets available.
very historic BMW bikes and Beemer paraphernalia in Plus, we have route sheets for our ever popular Dave
not only the main museum at the dealership but also Keuch Memorial Loop, which is an 85-mile jaunt north
the rarely seen items at the nearby Bob’s BMW Annex. of WestMar, and the Burkettsville Wander, which is a
This Tour is intended to capture people on their way to 78-mile loop south of WestMar into West Virginia.
the rally from surrounding areas.
So many rides, so little time! Next month, learn
Following the box lunch and museum visit, Bob will about the seminars and entertainment on tap for
personally lead an exuberant but sanely paced ride to the rally.
2012 BTS
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Camp West Mar • Thurmont, MD
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SPROING!
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By Maria Vandergucht, BMWBMW President
It’s hard to believe that just a few weeks ago, snow was a possibility.
Our mild winter may have finally turned the corner to Spring with the
trees blooming and the grass greening up. Of course, I may have just
jinxed us so keep that snow shovel handy.
This first full month of Spring is full of activities - dealer open houses,
the Gettysburg MOA event, a tech day - and don’t forget about breakfast
rides and spontaneous ride plans with friends. As you get your bike and
yourself ready for the warm weather and more riding, I encourage you
to support the dealers that support our club so much - Battley’s, Bob’s
and Morton’s. Also, check out the other advertisers in our newsletter, and
know that they are committed to providing great service to our members
as well.
Our rally is coming together nicely, and pre-registration is open! Sign
up early, save a little money, and also earn an extra chance at a door prize
and a grand prize. The rally takes alot of effort to be a success. Scott is
overseeing a terrific group of volunteers to coordinate setup, registration,
sales, rides, beer, tech sessions, and awards. Our rally draws people from
near and far, and we are their host for the weekend. If you have some
time at the rally, sign up for a shift to help us out.
Enjoy your spring, join us at some great rides and events, and be
safe.

Rally Site Committee

Dealer Spring Open Houses

The BMWBMW Board of Directors
approved, per club bylaws, the formation of a committee to conduct
a rally site search. This committee
will make its final report in September 2012.
While WestMar is a great site
for our annual Square Route Rally,
it has its challenges. In the interest of due diligence, the BoD wants
to conduct a search of sites in our
club membership area to determine
if another location can meet our
needs.
Four members stepped up to
help the club: Cheree Craze (shelion), Chase Hinderstein (ChaseH),
Kermit Jackson (kjackson) and Rick
Przybylski (RJP3579). The BoD appreciates their time and effort to
scout out some options for our rally.
By the time you read this, they
will have received their marching
orders and been turned out into
the wilderness! If you have a suggestion for a site, send it to me at
president@bmwbmw.org, and I will
pass it along for their review. Next
month, I recruit members to search
for the search committee.

SPRING IS HERE! And one of the
best signs of spring is the dealer
open houses. This April, Battley’s
and Morton’s have their annual
event planned on the 14th; Bob’s
has theirs slated for the 28th. Each
offers a day full of great deals, door
prizes, and fun.
BMWBMW staffs a table at both
Bob’s and Morton’s open houses,
and we use it as a means to recruit
new members. Ron Plichta is coordinating the table at Morton’s, and
Howard Nichols is our coordinator
for Bob’s. We hang out with our
friends, meet new people, and tell
people about our great club. Not a
bad way to spend the day!
We need your help to make this
a success for the club. We need
volunteers to hang out at the table for an hour to chat up attendees and give them info about the
club. Check out the forums, under
Events, for a sign-up list. Thanks to
all who offer up some time to help
us be successful.
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April fools! Of course this isn’t
an all-scooter issue with an exclusive scoop about Maria moving to
a three-wheeled scooter, but I decided that with my unique position
in the club, it provided me an excellent venue to pull a small prank on
my fellow BMW riders.
As many of you might agree, the
weather this year has simply been
unbelievably good. “What winter?”
I keep asking myself. I overheard
one of my neighbors complaining about the unseasonably warm
Spring we’ve been enjoying – although she is not, apparently, enjoying it as much as I am – and I
couldn’t help but think how crazy
she sounded complaining about low
humidity, cool breezes and temperatures in the upper 60s and low
70s. Sure, it’s still kind of chilly on
the commute to work in the morning, but that’s what layers are for.
I simply can’t believe I’ve switched
to my summer gear already.
Normally I’m a year-round rider,
but I do admit I take the car when
the weather forecast calls for sleet,
snow or freezing rain. It’s simply
not worth the risk to be out on two
wheels in conditions like that. I find
myself much more willing to take
my sidecar rig out in bad or sketchy
weather, though, relying on the
straight line stability that outrigger
wheel and nearly 300 pounds of
steel tubular frame and fiberglass
provides on slippery roads.
After what was, for many of us,
a very uncomfortable trip to the
MOA rally in Bloomsburg, PA last
year, I’ve become acutely aware of
temperature and its effects on the
human body. I want to take the opportunity, even though it’s still only
Spring, to remind you all that heat
exhaustion and heat stroke are
serious, possibly life-threatening
conditions of which we must all be
aware.
Preventing heat-related injury is
possibly one of the easiest things
you can do in hot weather. Rest as
often as possible, preferably in a
BTS April

the gutters

By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor

the idea of succumbing to a heatcool, shady spot. Wear light and Signs of heat exhaustion:
related condition is constantly on
light-colored clothing. Do your • Feeling overly thirsty and/or weak
my mind. I’ve been steadily upheaviest work – or most de- • Cramps in arms and legs
ping my water intake on a daily
manding riding – in the coolest • Nausea and/or painful headaches
basis to train my body to go for
parts of the day, around sunrise • Giddiness – feeling dizzy and/or silly
and after sunset, if possible.
• Damp, muddy or flushed looking skin longer periods before urinating
because, face it, one solid reason
Of course, you must stay hy- • Fainting
not to drink a lot of water when
drated. Water is best, but in a
you’re riding is because you know
pinch anything that’s not a diSigns of heat stroke:
it’ll make you have to stop to pee
uretic (like coffee or colas) will
• Hot, dry skin
sooner or later, and we’re always
help. Sports drinks like Gatorade
• High temperature
hoping for later so we can make
are often over-recommended,
• Feeling confused
time on the road. I’m keeping in
but when the situation is des• Inability to make decisions
mind that I’ll have to be a good
perate, they’re most likely not
• Convulsions
example for my kid, who isn’t a
going to hurt you and you may
• Unconsciousness
fan of plain water, and frankly, it’s
need the sodium and other electo our dorm room, drink water and
just a little scary.
trolytes they provide if you’re
sit near the air conditioner until I
seriously dehydrated
I know I had at least heat ex- could answer some questions intelKeep an eye out in a future issue
haustion at Bloomsburg and at ligently again. After a lot of water for a hot-weather gear article
least one of the symptoms of heat and a solid nap, I felt much better.
and enjoy your spring riding!
With an epic trip out west in the
stroke (feeling confused). Luckily
Front and back cover photos by Wes
my friends Rick Przybylski, Kermit plans for this summer – this time
Fleming. Thanks to Morton’s BMW for the
Jackson and Jim Bade were there including my daughter, who will be
use of the Suzuki Burgman maxi-scooter.
to help me – they insisted I return 10 by the time we leave in June –
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California Superbike School
With a growing appreciation for Moto GP and World
Superbike, a desire to ride more aggressively and no
experience on a sport bike or on a track, I decided to
take a course at one of the track schools being offered
around the country.
I didn’t know if my body could handle the riding
position and if pushing my own limits a bit further towards the edge was something I would ultimately embrace or run from. I figured a school would be a good,
controlled environment to develop which direction my
riding will take, to learn if I would really like to ride
sport bikes or if I’m caught up in the hype, and my
level of interest in track days.
Taking many opinions into consideration, I decide on
Keith Code’s California Superbike School (CSS). Many
of the other schools I saw offering similar courses were
generally well regarded and some have even provided
our club members with great experiences, but CSS
had a few features which were a better fit for me. A
prominent feature is that they teach on the S1000RR,
while most other schools have students use their own
bikes. This interested me mostly so I could get a feel
for what all the tremendous hype surrounding BMW’s
sport bike has been about. Also, CSS is less a straight
riding instructional school and more focused on teaching the track. While they too fall short of ever calling
themselves a “race school,” I think that’s ultimately a
liability/perception issue, and truly it’s what they really are at the core.
Having decided on a school, location was my major other consideration in arranging my course. CSS
is taught around the country and abroad, including at
Virginia International Raceway (VIR), but I wanted to
maximize my odds that the conditions would be optimal. Thinking about taking a course in late spring or
summer in southern Virginia, all I could picture was
extreme heat and humidity plus the likelihood that
they’d present me with the opportunity to learn how to
race in the rain. Looking at the schedule and locations,
I decided that Las Vegas in February would probably
provide me with temperatures in the 60s and sunny
skies.

Las Vegas Motor Speedway
The course was taught at the Las Vegas Motor
Speedway complex, which is huge. The main track
was across a private street within the complex from
us, which is where the pros race their cages. There’s
a drag strip somewhere else on the grounds, another
oval I believe, and another road course inside the main
oval. The track we used, known as the classic course,
ranges from 2-3 miles depending on the configuration.
We ran it in different directions each day, with sections
coned off slightly differently to change the makeup of
the course. Another neat feature, albeit a distraction,
6

By Chase Hinderstein

is that Nellis Air Force base is immediately across the
highway and tons of Top Gun type action was unfolding
all weekend.

Students from all over
I don’t know how the Las Vegas class I attended
represents CSS in general. They now teach throughout
the US, in Europe and have started in India. For our
group, we had one fellow fly in from Korea for his third
session with the school, a father and son duo from
Switzerland and at least one classmate come in from
Russia. Professionally it seemed to be a very diverse
group. The course isn’t cheap, and I understand why
with the money spent on supplies and crew, but we had
folks from all walks of life attending, although most
were easily over 40 and many over 50. All the students
were men, but one on-track instructor was a woman.
One student rode to Las Vegas on his R1200GSA from
Arizona to join in, but many rode sport bikes at home.
A few came from the ranks of H-D and I heard one of
them say he was looking forward to scraping his floorboards when he got home.

Leathers, boots and more
While I’ve had a few folks tell me that taking an
R1200GS to a track day is great fun, the point of this
class was to take a dip into the sport bike world and
this is one of the few schools that provide the ride
along with all the other gear. I showed up with only
my helmet, which was a comfort issue for me, but included in the two-day course is the bike, full leathers,
helmet, gloves and boots. They also make sure every
bike starts the weekend with new tires.
All of the gear issued to me was in excellent shape. I
had concerns that I would find a fine layer of salt buildup inside the loaner leathers from previous students;
the germophobe in me was a bit apprehensive, but
everything was rather new, clean and well maintained.
There was nothing that stood out as ratty in any way.
CSS maintains sponsorships for most of what a student may one day buy and I think this allows them
to stay very current. In fact, afterwards the students
are given some great discount offers for many of the
items.
The S1000RR was definitely a smile machine. I can’t
draw a comparison to any of its peers since it’s the
first true sport bike I’ve been on, so I can’t tell if it
stands above the other choices on the market, but it
was definitely comfortable, light and of course wicked
fast. I gained confidence from the reputation that its
advanced systems are supposed to help a rider avoid
pushing it too far but I still don’t know how much the
traction control, ABS, gyroscopic doodads and other
BTS April

technology actually keep a rider upright as they approach their limits. This was the first time I rode with
shift assist. There’s no need to cut the throttle or pull
in the clutch to shift up, just a hit the shifter and you’re
in the next gear without a blip on the bike – as long
as you’re upshifting. This crossed up my mind a bit at
first, but it gets the bike to the hole shot faster and
cleaner and is a nice feature for the lazy rider as well.
In addition to the RR as your main ride for the
course, every student takes an RR setup with a video
camera out for a lap each of the days for immediate
analysis of the tape and feedback with an instructor
and everyone also gets time on the CSS “lean bike” to
further develop the skills needed to hang off the saddle. It’s another RR that’s been outfitted with casters
on outriggers to keep the bike upright while a novice is
hanging a good chunk of their body off the edge for the
first time. However, they first give you a quick instruction that drives home the point that it’s still possible to
crash it; the rig protects the bike perhaps more than
the student.

Your day at the track
The school is broken down into levels 1-4, with 4 being personal training beyond the typical curriculum. I
2012 BTS

The author takes a sharp curve during a track session.

was in the two-day course, which covered levels 1 and
2, and we were further divided into two groups (yellow
and white), each of 12 students.
The basic structure is that we circulated with our
mirror group between the track and the trackside
classroom. I rode the same bike the whole weekend
and my counterpart in the opposing group also did
so on the same bike. In the class we were taught and
discussed one specific skill or concept to develop and
would then take that knowledge straight to the track.
Entering each track session, you’re reminded of the
recently taught concept and told what gears to be running it in, as well as if brakes are in play. For example, the very first exercise after a slow, single file tour
of the track was to familiarize the rider with the bike
and the track while also introducing the idea of better
throttle control. To do this, students were expected to
run the track only in 4th gear and to use brakes only
to avoid danger. The idea is to start the process of
running smooth lines on the track by controlling the
speed with only the throttle. Later exercises opened
the student to all the gears, full brakes and the ability
to take the RR out of rain mode, which limits the bike
to only about 155 horsepower.
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Within your group, you’re partnered up with another how to adapt beyond it.
student and one on-track instructor. You have no real
We all have learned about avoiding target fixation,
ties to this other student except to share in the quick but their track visualization methods take it a bit furdebriefing with the instructor after each track session. ther by explaining what causes a rider to run afoul if
This quick meeting discusses that exercise as well as fixated and additional techniques to look past it.
any other skills you may have
While level 1 (the first
questions on or had previousday) was more focused on
ly discussed developing for
the actions on the track and
that session.
the use of the bike (throttle
While on the track, the
control, turning point, apex
shared instructor rides behind
choice, etc.), level 2 further
the student for a time without
developed the rider’s vision
their knowledge to observe
and focus while adding more
their progress and then will
track appropriate racing skills
pass, giving a signal to follow
like the classic hanging off
the exact line and style to the
riding position.
best of the student’s abilities.
The best way I can sumThis isn’t to say that it isn’t
marize the effect of the course
a challenge for the student to
materials on me as a whole is
keep up or is pushed beyond
that some I knew and benefittheir comfort, but they’re
ted from reinforcement on the
given a secure idea of the
track, some I thought I knew
optimal line for the turn and
and was taking the wrong apthe instructor is also indicatproach (body position was a
ing reference points for that
big one here), and some consession’s exercise using hand
cepts were just new to me.
signals.
Surely this would vary from
Most of every 20-30 minrider to rider. For me, picking
ute session on the track is
up the bike out of a turn while
spent riding at your own
keeping my body still hung off
pace, developing what you’ve
and the center of gravity rediscussed and bringing it tomaining low was a new revgether along with previous
elation. It has limited translaDylan Code teaches a classroom session.
exercises. The progress is notion perhaps to a typical ride
Photo by Chase Hinderstein.
ticeable. My head was a bit
on the streets, but its effect
too occupied with new inforin allowing earlier and harder
mation on the first day; returning the second day it all acceleration in the turn was immediately apparent and
it’s pretty cool to be told something, take it right to the
came together much more easily.
Passing and being passed is common and it can be track and see such an immediate impact on your ridunclear if you’re being passed by an instructor, a level ing.
4 student or if you’re simply crushing your own peers.
Other issues were much more subtle, such as incorrect head positioning. Again while doing it wrong on
the streets may have a limited impact, a slight hitch
in the neck may affect the shoulders, torso, hips and
knees, which can bring the bike wider out of a turn and
In the classroom, students are given one item to result in lost speed or control.
work on at a time before taking it to the track. The
As far as an overall focus on speed, while I’ve said
Code school is very big on researching teaching meth- that I believe this to be a race school or at least resemodology, physics and biology as they relate to riding. ble one, pure speed is typically a secondary focus at
They love breaking down aspects of the ride to the CSS, as it comes naturally when perfecting the control,
smallest detail. They’ve concluded that working on one the lines and other skills. Often students and instrucskill or concept at a time allows for the best absorp- tors alike would refer to riding smoothly as a goal, but
tion.
even that’s not hammered home as the end game.
In many of the classroom sessions they break down
Keith Code told us himself that it’s better to ride
the physics of what’s happening to the rider and the ugly and get past an obstacle than to look smooth as
bike on the track, such as the number of milliseconds you run right into it. A thought that Keith shared that
it takes an image seen on a track to translate to a I took home with me is that in a turn “you’re on a
rider’s mind or the effect that causes an approaching budget” and that there are “things you have to pay
object to appear faster than a distant point. They give out in a corner.” This translates to speed, control, lines
a greater understanding of what’s going on and then and more; in the end I took it to mean that these

Curriculum of smoothness
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Demonstrating the outriggerequipped S1000RR.
Photo by Chase Hinderstein.

skills we’re developing are
in essence to maximize the
budget you have available
to spend while riding.

Simple results
People warned my wife
that I’d come home and
want a sport bike. I came
home and wanted to buy a
race track! The S1000RR is
a new level of fun, which is
my main reason for riding. I
wouldn’t want to take it on
an Iron Butt expedition or
travel to a rally on it, but for
an afternoon on back roads
perhaps and definitely for
access to a track, it’s a new
level of enjoyment on two
wheels. I’m not ready to give
up my SUV of a R1200GS,
but if I’m able to have a second ride in the stable, I’m
now sure that a sport bike
suits me well. For its price
and capabilities, I’ve failed
to so far see better choices
than the S1000RR.
Riding on a track and
pushing my abilities was exhilarating and reassuring at
the same time. While safety
remains an issue and mistakes can be costly, it was
previously foreign to me
while riding to be free of the
fears of the texting driver,
the drunk coming at you,
or the various other street
hazards we regularly face.
CSS featured a highly controlled environment, with a
typically high quality surface, and little to directly impact the rider. While pushing my own abilities beyond
where they’ve been and having my face far closer to
the tarmac while cornering than ever before, I was
more at ease and at the same time able to challenge
myself to go further.
As for Keith Code and the CSS, I found them to be a
class act. They provided high quality gear and instruction throughout the weekend. Their efforts never led
us to doubt that the many pros teaching the skills
knew what they were saying and could back it up
with their own abilities.
2012 BTS
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Not-so-routine service
Many of us have done it - taken
the Dorsey Run Road exit off of MD
32, turned right at the top of the
ramp, turned left at the first traffic
light onto Guilford, and then turned
left, just as you crest and then begin to head down the
hill, into Bob’s BMW’s
parking lot. If you’re
lucky, you pull left as
you enter the property
and park in the customer parking spaces
near the green grassy
area. Sometimes those
spots are all full and
you have to turn right,
park along side the
building and walk to
the front doors. In my
mind, the least favorable direction to travel
after leaving Guilford
Road is straight ahead - to service.
Now the crew in the service department is not what makes continuing straight a bad direction. In
fact, Chris Buell and his team make
most every service visit as enjoyable and pain free as possible. For
me, the problem was that between
late April 2011 and early August
2011, my brand new R1200RT
spent over 85 days in service!
Why so long you ask? What
could possibly be that wrong with
a 2010 RT? Two words: fuel strip!
Mine either showed mostly full,
mostly empty or just no fuel at all.
Never after April 15th could we get
an actual valid reading of the fuel
tank. Bob’s crew replaced eight fuel
strips, two on-board computers and
conducted every wiring diagnostic
BMW NA and BMW Germany could
possibly suggest to get the problem
solved.
After a while, the suggestions to
retry things over and over became
almost comical, except to Bob
Henig. In July, 30 days into this,
Bob became my service writer and
advocate. Chris, the service manager, was still in charge of the actual service being performed, but Bob
was calling me almost daily with
updates and began the uphill fight
10

with BMW NA on my behalf.
In early August, BMW threw in
the towel and announced my bike
was a lemon. They offered to buy
back the bike, less any wear and
tear of course, and BMW NA was

apologetic for all the trouble and
delays. This seemed reasonable to
me, but not ideal. I would get my
money back, no more problems,
but I would have to go and find a
new bike, at current prices, and
start all over.
In swoops Bob! Bob hated the
idea that BMW was chalking this
one up as a loss, giving me money
and essentially sending me away.
He wanted to make it right and
cash back just wasn’t good enough.
Bob fought on my behalf to get a
new bike on the table. When BMW
pushed back, he reminded them

By Brian Conrad
I was a good customer, had been
patient and could have pushed legal solutions. When BMW agreed
but wanted to deduct wear and
tear fees on my refund, Bob said
that wasn’t an option. In fact, he
had me keep riding my old bike until the new one arrived off the boat
straight from Germany.
When it looked like I would lose
money on the extended warranty
fees, Bob ensured the numbers all
matched and did his level best to
keep me whole. When I couldn’t get
the old color scheme on the new
bike, Bob pushed back and got me
“pain and suffering” compensation
in the form of a few extra dollars
for the inconvenience. Bob’s service
staff moved all the accessories from
the old bike to the new on BMW’s
dime, and Bob himself delivered
my bike on his day off
because he wanted to
see this thing through
to the end.
The point of this
story is to remind you
that we have some incredible dealers in our
area. I hope you have
one that you are loyal
to and who treats you
right. Bob’s BMW is
mine; they went way
beyond anything I ever
expected to make this
right, and along the
way, Bob became a
great friend. This could
have gone so the other
way and I could have just been paid
to go away - but it didn’t. I am now
proud to call Bob a friend, but before he got to that point, Bob did
what he knew was right, against
the corporate recommendations, and made a customer
happy.
The author’s lemon R12RT, top, and the
replacement bike. Photos by Brian Conrad.
Do you have a story about a dealer or
independent mechanic going above and
beyond the call of duty to help you out?
In the internet age, when it’s so easy to
trash a business anonymously, it would
be nice to tell your positive story to the
entire club. Please do so!
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New member profile: Tim Bounds
Tim has been riding 30-plus years and like many of us who started
riding as a teenager, got his start on dirt bikes. His late-model R1200RT
is a far cry from kicking up dirt roosts with a two-stroke, but it’s a lot
more comfortable on the scenic roads he likes to frequent now. His
wife Amanda has accompanied him on trips as far away as upstate
New York and they both look forward to “camping wherever the wind
blows [them].” Tim joined BMWBMW to be around people who like to
ride as much as he does - surely that motivates us all.

Attention riders with families
Do you ride with a husband, wife, significant other, parent,
child, cousin, aunt, uncle or grandparent? If so, Between the
Spokes wants to hear from you! No matter your age - or that
of your family member - or whether they ride on the seat
behind you, in a sidecar next to you or on their own bike, BTS
wants to hear your story.
Please send an e-mail to editor@bmwbmw.org and just say
you’re willing to participate in the “families who ride together”
article coming in the June issue. We’re planning a gathering
for cameraderie and photographs in late April or early May as
well - hope to hear from you and see you soon!

2012 BTS
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Product review: First Gear Monarch jacket
As most riders know, the right gear
blends into the background while you
ride because it just works, while the
wrong gear can be a nightmare at worst
or an annoyance at best.
After having struggled with a jacket
that didn’t fit well and got on my nerves
every time I wore it, I finally decided that
it was time to replace it. Of course I had
a list of requirements, chief among them
being that the shell had to be waterproof,
as I detest doing the rain gear dance. It
also had to have a good thermal liner so
it would be warm and it had to have good
armor. In terms of style, I wanted a touring type or 3/4-length jacket.
Enter motorcyclegear.com. After lurking through their closeout section, I
found a jacket that met all my requirements and then some. Unfortunately, it
was beige - ugh! I surfed on and looked
at some other jackets, then stepped away
from my computer for a couple days and
thought about it. Then I decided that
the color didn’t matter enough for me
to pay an extra $80 for the next model
year’s color. When the jacket arrived and
I pulled it out of the box, I immediately
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By Cheree Craze

was reminded of the Jawas from Star
Wars.
I am now the very satisfied owner of
a First Gear Monarch jacket. It is from
their Technical Protection Gear (TPG)
line, which is a higher-end line that uses
more advanced materials, sports a fiveyear general warranty and has a twoyear crash protection warranty as well.
This jacket is serious. The shell is waterproof and breathable, with Kevlar
reinforced elbow and shoulder contact
points. The elbow and shoulder armor is
their new d3o intelligent armor. It’s thin
and flexible but apparently stiffens on
impact. I hope I never have to test it.
The zip-out liner is also a standalone
jacket. And unlike some other gear companies that claim you can wear their liners as an around town jacket, this liner is
actually mostly indistinguishable from a
technical fleece jacket you’d buy from an
outdoor store. (Meaning there’s also no
weirdly placed zippers that scream “This
is really a jacket liner!”) The liner zips
into the shell in such a manner that when
it’s installed, you still only have one zipper to deal with to close the jacket.
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The pocket and vent zippers are all the dry suit
Venting is accomplished through two chest vents
types, with the rubber strips on them to keep out any with tension cord mechanisms in them to keep them
water. I have yet to wear it in the rain so I can’t vouch open. There are corresponding exhaust vents on the
for how well they work, but to be on the safe side back. Each sleeve has a two-way zipped vent that
I won’t be stowing elecstarts at the cuff. The lintronics in there during a
er also features matching
rainstorm.
chest vents, though they
Like most First Gear
don’t have the cords.
jackets I’ve seen, there
Something I’ve only
are a ton of pockets. The
seen on this jacket is a
right sleeve has a handy
stowaway hood that’s
key pocket near the cuff.
designed to be worn unIn addition to keys, it
der your helmet to keep
would also be good for lip
water from coming in the
balm, earplugs and snack
collar during heavy rain.
or toll money. There are
The hood rolls up into
the usual waist (hand
the collar and I initially
warmer) pockets, but
thought the added bulk
there are two more pockwould be annoying, but
ets on either side of the
in wearing the jacket I
storm flap. There is also
haven’t noticed it.
Overall, I’m very happy
a security pocket that’s
with the Monarch. It fits
inside the storm flap but
well and is very comfortoutside the zipper. The
able. The thinness of the
red zipper pull makes it
elbow and shoulder areasy to find. Inside the
Jacket photos by Cheree Craze.
mor makes the jacket feel
shell and liner are a cell
Jawa photo used with permission of Lucasfilm Ltd.
much less bulky than anyphone pocket on the left
and a big pocket with a hook-and-loop closure on the thing else I’ve worn. The liner is very warm and since
right.
it’s also vented, it gives an additional comfort option
beyond either liner in or liner out on days when the
temps vary. I’ve yet to road test it in all conditions,
but I have a feeling that this will be a true four-season
jacket for me, even in Maryland summers. If you
A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
see a Jawa riding a blue 650 GS, be sure to wave
Skilled Routine Inspection hello.

and Maintenance

If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Spring
riding season!

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

2012 BTS

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386

Stop in or call for an appointment.
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Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate in the aftermeal rides and some like to show up solely for the ride. Interested? Arrive
early, introduce yourself and be ready to have fun. Look for the tables with helmets and jackets piled on or near
them and don’t be shy.

Breakfast Rides

If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the Rides
Committee Chair. You can also find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore MD 21236. To have a reminder e-mail sent to you the week
before the breakfast, send your e-mail address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE
THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 Frederick Road, Thurmont MD 21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick, MD and
continue north on US 15. Take the 1st Thurmont exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then LEFT at the 1st
traffic light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile up on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE
CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater Drive, Nokesville VA 20181. Easily reached via I-66, US 29 and VA 28.
From 28, turn S/SE on Fitzwater, then cross the railroad tracks and look to the left. Riders gather in the back
room.

Ride Smart Reward

Take the MSF Basic RiderCourse**
Receive $500 in BMW Riders’ Apparel
with the purchase of a new
BMW motorcycle.

Spring Open House, April 14
Cookout 11a–3p
Spring Cleaning Specials
SPECIAL TAX-FREE DAY
on parts and clothing.*
MUSIC BY

Stimulate your economy!
Sell your used bike.
Call Bernie at 240-364-2080
to find out what it’s worth!

SATURDAYS • FREE Coffee & Donuts • 9–10a
Join our email club at www.battley.com for the latest news and events!
A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581

Tue – Fri 10 am –7 pm | Sat 9 am – 5 pm
© 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS04/12.
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*We’ll pick up the sales tax on any motorcycle part or clothing purchase on Saturday, April 14, 2012. No
other discounts apply to take advantage of this offer.
**Restrictions apply; visit Battley Cycles for details

BTS April

New member profile:
Leslie Hollander

Leslie Hollander, pictured here with her 75th anniversary R1100R (check out that classic pinstripe!), has
been riding since the mid-1990s but recently came off
a four-year hiatus. She said, “I always had a fascination with motorcycles. When living in Chicago, many of
my friends rode, but all the women were on the back.
Riding feels like freedom to me, some sort of liberation - and I wanted to ride my own destiny and independence.” Her future dreams include a cross-country
ride, or even a trip to and through Europe.
“I joined BMWBMW to branch out a bit more,” Leslie
said. “I found myself becoming a bit introverted and
riding solo supported that, so I’d like to learn how to
ride in a group.” She also plans to learn more about the
mechanical aspects of her bike, something our regular
tech days are tailor made for.

2012 BTS

15

In BTS next month

Treasurer’s
report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

Sidecars on the half shell

Income/Expense Statement for the month
ending 29 Feb 2012.
Income
Memberships				707.50
Holiday party registration
650.00
Uncategorized				 34.00
Total income			

1,391.00

Expenses
Office					
13.00
Postage 				 28.33
BTS printing & mailing
1,969.26
Licenses				 80.00
Total expenses		
Net income (loss)			

2,090.59
(699.09)

You might not know it, but sidecar drivers are
everywhere! BMWBMW has its fair share - tune in
to learn more about the drivers and their rigs.

Your article goes here!

If you have an idea for an article for Between the
Spokes, don’t be shy! Send an e-mail to
editor@bmwbmw.org with your idea.

Local events
BMW MOA Weekend Getaway
13-15 April - Gettysburg, PA
www.bmwmoa.org
Registration begins 1 April.
Battley Cycles Open House
Saturday 14 April - Rockville, MD
www.battley.com

Membership report
Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair

Total Membership Counts - Feb 2012
Members - 391
Associates - 51
Total - 442
Membership Renewal Counts
Members - 27
Associates - 3
Total - 30
New Membership Counts
Members - 7
Associates - 0
Total - 7
Please welcome our new members:
Tim Bounds (Stafford, VA)
Bernie Dietz (Glen Allen, VA)
Bruce Dimon (Fairfax, VA)
John Hardison (Gaithersburg, MD)
Jerry Jones (Fairfax, VA)
David Loveall (Woodbridge, VA)
Gerard Williams (Washington, DC)
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Morton’s BMW Open House
Saturday 14 April - Fredericksburg, VA
www.mortonsbmw.com
Bob’s BMW Open House
Saturday 28 April - Jessup, MD
www.bobsbmw.com
Morton’s Spring Fling Rally
18-20 May - Natural Bridge, VA
www.mortonsbmw.com
Registration is currently open.
FloydFest
26-29 July - Floyd, VA
www.floydfest.com
Contact Chase Hinderstein on the
online forums for more info.

National events
40th Int’l BMW RA Grand National
14-17 June 2012 - Copper Mountain, CO
www.bmwra.org
www.coppercolorado.com
40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO
www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us
BTS April

Classifieds

Attention Maryland residents!

For Sale: Snap-On Tool Chest. #KRA-53b in excellent
shape. It has a lock and at least 1 key. It has 3 drawers plus the top tray. Outside dimensions are: 24” wide
x 10” deep x 12” high. With stickers already installed!
Best offer over $250. If Interested, call Henry @ 301
320 2104 or email henwin1@verizon.net.

Have you seen the club’s new logo? Pretty
snazzy, huh? How would you like to have that
logo on your motorcycle license plate? Now you
can!*
Some members (especially the newer ones)
may not know that BMWBMW has its own organizational license plate through the Maryland
Motor Vehicle Association. With the advent of the
new club logo, MVA has to change their printing
system to the new logo. Before they will do this,
we need the names of 25 people committed to
purchase the new license plates. We don’t need
money for the plates yet; that will come after we
get the list of 25 names.
Send an email to membership@bmwbmw.org
stating your name and the number on the plate
to be replaced. When we get to 25, MVA will start
producing the plates.
For those of you that have the BMWBMW plates
with the old logo, you are certainly welcome to
change to the new logo plate, but it is not required. You may keep your existing plate.
*Restrictions apply: This is only available to MD
residents at this time, and you must be current
with your club dues.

2012 BTS
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Club events in 2012

Sunday 15 April - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
ZiPani Café, 1560 Opossumtown Pike, Frederick,
MD.

Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road,
Jessup, MD.

Saturday 28 April - Tech Day from 9 am - ??
Hosted by Jim Bade, 5246 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA.

Sunday 9 September - Club picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, MD.

Saturday 12 May - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
Annandale Park, 4030 Hummer Road, Annandale, VA.

Friday-Sunday 1-3 June
38th Annual Square Route Rally,
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD.
Sunday 8 July - Board of Directors (10 am) &
General Membership Meeting (11 am) at Beemers Uber Alles, 9248 Mike Garcia Drive, Manassas, VA. Followed by the 2nd Annual
BMWBMW Swap Meet at noon. Bring your
parts and gear to sell or trade.

Saturday-Sunday 6-7 October - Oktoberfest
at Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD. Board of
Directors (930 am) & General Membership
Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.
Saturday 10 November - Board of Directors (10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Glory Days, 130 Featherbed Lane,
Winchester, VA.
Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road,
Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a Tech Day,
rain or shine, at noon.

Membership application/renewal form.
Please circle appropriate selections
NEW MEMBER

Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org
RENEWAL

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

NAME
Associate
STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Referred to BMWBMW by

OCCUPATION
PHONE (c) (h) (w)
E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
16-25			46-55
26-35			56-65
36-45			65+
I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
Gov’t Affairs			Rally
Internet			Rides
Meetings & Events		
Safety
Membership			Sales
Newsletter/BTS		Tech
18

BMW MOA #
BTS is primarily delivered
electronically. If you’d like
to receive a paper copy in
the mail, check here:

BMW RA #
AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON PRESENTS THE

38thANNUAL
Square Route
June 1st-3rd, 2012• Camp West Mar,
Sabillasville,
MD
Rally

PRE-REGISTER and earn two extra prize tickets!
Door Prize/Grand Prize Drawing Saturday Night • FUN Rides
• Riding Related Seminars • Tech Sessions •
• Cabin space available on firstcome, first-serve basis
• Wooded, open and quiet camping
areas available; motels available in
nearby Thurmont, Gettysburg, etc.
• Updates and registration form at

• Three days and two nights of excellent
rides in the Catoctin Mountains with
Washington, DC and historic Gettysburg
only an hour’s ride away
• Rally pin and mug to the first 300. Full
weekend registration includes Saturday
night feast and door prize coupons. Day
pass does not include Saturday dinner or
door prize coupons.

http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about
3/4 mile and make left into Camp West Mar.

SEND CHECKS TO:
BMWBMW, c/o Henry Winokur
6313 Elgin Lane
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5443
Checks payable to: BMWBMW
Pre-reg postmarked by: May 20
Info: Email Scott at
vp@bmwbmw.org.

OTHER: Gate and registration opens 11am, Friday, June 1st.
Beer is available on site. Pins and mugs to first 300 registrants.
You must be registered to participate in club-sponsored rides.
Registration awards are based on information from this form and
will be awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.
NO PETS ALLOWED, sorry.

2012 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Pre-Registration

$35/Member

$40/NonMember;

At Gate
Day Pass

$40/Member
$20/Adult

$45/NonMember; $10/Child
$ 5/Child

$10/Child

____ Members x $35 = ________________
____ NonMembers x $40 = _____________
____ Children x $10. = _________________
Cash

Check # ____________________

Rider: Sex: M F Age _________________

RIDER ______________________________________________________
PASSENGER(S) ______________________________________________ Passenger: Sex: M F Age ______________
___________________________________________________________ Direct Mileage to Rally from your home ____
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
CITY _______________________________________________________
___________________________________
STATE/ZIP ______________________________
and the Club’s # for MOA ______________

This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests.
I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2012 Square Route Rally, or for
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.

OR the Club’s # for RA ________________
(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40)
Motorcycle Information:
Make ______________________________
Model _____________________________

Rider Signature ______________________________________________________________

Year ______________________________

Sidecar, Information: Year ____________

Passenger(s) Signature__________________________________________

2012 BTS
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Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Saturday 28 April @ 9 am

BMWBMW tech day

hosted by Jim Bade

Alexandria, VA

www.bmwbmw.org
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