The Monthly Newsletter
of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington
Volume 29, Number 01
January 2003
Visit our website

http://www.bmwbmw.org

MILEAGE CONTEST
By Anton Largiadèr
BMWBMW's 2003 mileage contest starts January 1, as usual, and will run into November (ending
details will be in the October and November newsletters). Miles on ANY bike count, not just BMWs,
and there will be some creative awards for the finishers! This year we have at least two charity
pledges contingent on the participation in this contest, and they are based
“This year we
on the total number of
entries, not miles ridhave at least two
den. So if only 25% of
charity pledges
the members submit
start and finish forms,
contingent on the
the pledges will be
participation in
paid. Details on those
will be in February
this contest…”
issue, but get your entries in early in case there are some mileage-related
pledges coming also.
Please submit the info (name, email address,
bike(s) with starting mileage) to mileage@bmwbmw.org and if you don't get a
confirmation back after a few days, try
again.

BMWBMW Honors
Distinguished Members
BMWBMW has inducted former Club President,
Tim Moffitt into the club’s Hall of Fame and has
identified 2002 Mileage Contest winner Don Arthur
as the club’s Member of the Year. See next month’s
BTS for the full story!

Photos by Dave Dewolfe

BMWBMW Hall of Fame Inductee Tim Moffitt
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Between the Spokes
Editor: Michael Walsh
Mailing: Dave & Angie Talaber

EDITOR’S REDOUBT
Editor’s note: You won’t see any of my baby pictures because I wasn’t
as cute as Bob Higdon.

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published
solely for the use of its members. Any
copying and/or duplication of any of its
contents without the written permission
of BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

This year’s holiday party honored
the club founders, the club’s
“Member of the Year”, and notably
an inductee to the club’s “Hall of
Fame”. As I enjoyed the party I
couldn’t help but wonder if the
founders ever could’ve imagined
that a “living-room meeting” of fifteen motorcyclists in 1974 would
grow into something that thirty
years later would involve a French
restaurant and an invitation list with
more than six hundred names. They

Advertising: Classified ads are free
to BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates.
Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the
editor no later than the tenth day of the
month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for the June issue). Submit
articles by regular mail to:
Michael Walsh, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 2069
Annapolis, MD 21404

ASCII text files on 3.5" PC-format
disks are also acceptable. All artwork
must either be black and white line art
or photographs.
Address Change: Please use the
membership application/address
change form on the newsletter’s last
page and mail to:

Secretary: Phil Ager
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
W: 703-325-3661
Treasurer: Mike Enloe
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-326-0818
W: 703-265-5087
Government Affairs: David Beddoe
government@bmw.bmw.org
H: 703-560-1237

Linda Tanner
8290 Crestmont Circle
Springfield VA 22153
Club Affiliations: BMWBMW is
chartered as BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.
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President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: John Nickum
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-469-9503

or by e-mail: editor@bmwbmw.org.

World Wide Web:
http://www.bmwbmw.org

THE 2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
Meetings & Events: Doug Schirmer
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-341-7840

Membership: Linda Tanner
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-690-4763
Newsletter: Michael Walsh
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-626-1174
Rally: Brian Horais & Bill Shaw
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-385-5944
H: 703—860-2434
Rides: Jim Fletcher
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-352-3348
W: 410-765-1611
Safety: Ed Phelps
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Sales: (Vacant)
sales@bmwbmw.org
Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 610-506-3616
W: 914-929-5781
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had created the club to “promote all aspects of
BMW motorcycling” and that charter has effectively
transformed the club into what it is today: the largest BMW motorcycle club in the country, a vital political lobby, a foundation for long-term friendships,
and the focal point of a worthy life-long pastime.
To say that the honorees have “promoted BMW
motorcycling” is a gross understatement. In fact, to
say that they did anything less than change the motorcycling world would misrepresent their contributions.
Former two-term Club President (and “Parts and
Supplies” Chairman, and Membership Chairman,
and “host” to wandering club-members) Tim Moffitt
has been inducted into the BMWBMW Hall of
Fame for his remarkable work during a critical time
for the club. During Tim’s presidency in the late
‘80s the State of Maryland was pushing the institution of mandatory Catastrophic Health-Care Coverage and Tim saw this as a call to arms. While he
could’ve been out on the road pleasure-riding, he
spent hours preparing graphs, tables, and statistical
summaries that ultimately served to refute claims
presented in the State of Maryland General Assembly and thus saved motorcyclists countless thousands of dollars in inflated premiums. Earlier in his
club membership, Tim distributed club gear to members and other materials to non-profit kid’s groups in
D.C. He created the club’s first electronic member
information database and he created software for
renewals, drops, and mailing labels even after relocating his home to Denver Colorado in 1990 . Tim’s
been actively involved in the BMWRA, and served
as a BMWMOA director from ‘93-’95.
Motorcyclists are generally irresponsible though.
Most of them are either criminals or masquerading
rich guys…at best a burden to society or a nuisance.
Motorcycles really aren’t safe and given that they
can only be used for pleasure they don’t deserve the
respect due cars. Anyone who clings to the preceding outmoded ideas will have to reevaluate his/her
position in light of the achievements of Clubmember Don Arthur, Admiral, United States Navy.
Don’s promotion of BMW motorcycling could serve
as the foundation of several books and a movie.
Quite honestly I feel silly trying to even scrape the
surface of the mountain of his accomplishments via
a column in a monthly newsletter.
During 2002, Admiral Arthur not only broke an
uncountable number of distance-riding records but
January 2003

he did so while serving as a full-time active-duty
flag officer. Incidentally, he took command of the
National Naval Medical Center in October. Motorcyclists are apparently among the most trusted, capable, and most highly regarded individuals in our
society. Don rode more than 117,000 miles in one
year and actually lived to tell about it (...special
thanks to his acknowledged “very patient” wife).
Motorcycles are apparently a remarkably safe and
viable means of transportation. Don rode an average
of more than 320 miles per day (which is approximately 314 more miles per day than the average motorcyclist…no kidding.) BMW motorcycles and
BMW motorcyclists are apparently capable of accomplishing things that other bikes and people simply can’t accomplish.
Susie Stout, Joe Grant, Harry Rodgers, John
Baldus, Pat (Jefferies) Mitton, Susan Mitton, Frank
Boulanger, Bob Henig, Pat Raymond, Neill Darmstadter, and George Brosseau started something big.
A lot of people have worked hard to keep “it” going.
Thanks from the Club and from motorcyclists everywhere.
Note: Look in February’s BTS for more info on the founders and honorees.

MEMBERSHIP
By Linda Tanner
Scorecard
Membership as of 12/10/02:
Regular:
530
Associate:
60
Total:
590
New members since 11/10/02: John R. Acton and
Jane Jackson of Silver Spring, MD, referred by
Bernard Norfolk, rides a K1200LTI. Jon Baker of
Chestertown, MD, referred by Peter Connell, rides
an R80. Patrick Birck of Sykesville, MD, rides a
K75 and a K1200RS. Derrick Garland of
Hampstead, MD, rides an R1100RT. Christopher and
Julia Thayer of Fairfax, VA referred by Morton’s
ride a K1200LT. Mark Neblett rides a K1200LT.
Gary Travis of Falls Church, referred by Battley’s,
rides an R1150GSA and some others (mumble,
mumble). Henry S. Winokur of West Bethesda, MD,
referred by Steve Mazer, rides an R1100RTP
and a GTS1000.
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STEERING HEAD
By Billy Rutherford
I am very pleased to have been elected the President for 2003 and even more pleased that we have
filled the other officer positions with people returning for another term in their position or taking a different position. These people are proven performers
who are willing to find the time to do a great job for
the Club.
The Membership Directory and Club Website
have the Club Bylaws and Duties and Responsibilities of the officers. Take a few minutes to review
these. The new directory will also have some additional information to make the Directory even more
useful to the membership.
Group riding is one of the events that I have
found to be fun and provide an opportunity to meet
other members and improve my riding skills. I have
asked the Safety Officer to coordinate with some of
our members who are qualified to conduct the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Experienced Rider
Course and Group Riding Orientation to offer these
courses throughout the year. The Safety Officer and
Rides Chair are also evaluating the best approach

“We want to encourage more members to
attend the monthly
meetings.”
for developing a group ride leader program. This
program would provide members with the information to organize and conduct safe group rides. We
will also select a name for these ride leaders and
work with them to organize and lead group rides on
a regular schedule. Look for more on this subject.
The Membership and Events Committee Chair
will be looking for additional locations to conduct
our monthly meetings. Some of the locations we
have been using limit the attendance. We want to
encourage getting more members to attend the
4

monthly meetings.
We now have a 2’ x 8’ banner with the new logo
and BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington and a
second banner with the club name and a BMW logo
with motorcycles under it. The third banner is a
large 30”x 40” with just the logo. The Meetings
and Events Committee Chair will be happy to loan
these to members to display at events. They all roll
up into a small tube and can be carried on your bike.
The Club monthly newsletter, Between the
Spokes, is one of our most valuable resources and
reaches all of our members. We are evaluating offering this in an electronic version to improve distribution, provide color and reduce costs. Several other
BMW clubs are doing this now with great success.
You can check two of these electronic newsletters at

the Yankeebeemers.org and BMWNEF.org websites.
I have personally elected to get many business and
club documents solely on the web where I can read
them and print them in color if needed..
Our Vice President, John Nickum, will serve as
the Club Point-of-Contact to work with BMWMOA
to support the National Rally in Charleston, West
Virginia. John will keep us informed of our club
responsibilities and other information.
I am already looking forward to Bike Week and
have reservations at the Holiday Travel Park. The
name of the hotel in front of the campground has
changed to the Plantation Inn. I will be there with
my trailer and a banner and welcome all to stop by.
Last year I rode my bike down and hope I can ride
most of the way this year with my brother towing
the trailer.
Ride Safe.
Billy

Between the Spokes ©2002 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

January 2003

January 2003

Between the Spokes ©2002 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

5

British Columbia:
An August Tour
By Ruth Kile, Member #1847
August 6, Tuesday
Mary Ann collects me at 5:00 a.m. and spirits me
away to the Hampton Inn of Rte. 50, Chantilly. We
park and board the shuttle for Dulles Airport as I
down analgesics to shake a migraine.
Our Vancouver flight boards on time for our 7:30
a.m. departure. My migraine disappears and I’m
able to eat rubbery scrambled eggs for
breakfast followed by what
is called
“clodhoppers”,
a snack comprising pretzels covered in
white chocolate.
Vancouver
is baffled in
fog as we arrive at 10:30 a.m. Pacific Time but our taxi driver
assures us that mountains do indeed surround the
city. Lunch is a priority and we plan to walk to Chinatown. Our hot tea, duck, red-hot wontons, and big
vegetable plate with shiitake mushrooms, Chinese
broccoli and tofu warms us on the cool, foggy afternoon. Staff at the Marriott Renaissance on West
Hastings Street assures us that Wednesday’s weather
will improve and the weekend will be sunny and
beautiful.
We move across town by electric trolley to the
University of British Columbia’s Museum of Anthropology (MOA), which deserves a place on any
BC itinerary. The MOA collections from the
“Northwest Coast First Peoples” (aboriginal peoples
of coastal British Columbia) are fascinating. The
MOA overlooks the Strait of Georgia and the open
glass architecture allows great views. A nearby rose
garden at the University Theater Building is a treat
for the senses.
For dinner we choose pizza and salad on the terrace of Cin Cin on “hip” Robson Street. BC wines
are plentiful on the wine list and I’m amazed to see a
6

group of “ice wines” (eiswein). Ice wine, which
originated in Franconia Germany in 1794, is made
from grapes left on the vine until the first deep frost.
The freeze-and-thaw cycles serve to concentrate the
sugars and flavors of the grapes. I was surprised to
learn that Canada is the most widely respected producer of ice wines.
Back at the hotel we shiver on the balcony and
strain our eyes to glimpse magnificent Coal Harbor
and the mountains. There is much enjoyment of the
Marriott bathroom and its heated floor. August in
Vancouver is unlike any August in Washington DC.
August 7,
Wednesday
Our view from
the balcony improves. Vague,
dark shapes
show where the
mountains
should be.
We opt not to
take rigorous
guided tours in
favor of enjoying Vancouver’s cedar, hemlock, and fir trees by bicycle in Stanley Park. After breakfast at Harry’s on
Pender, we rent bicycles at Harbour Air Ltd (aka Cycles BC) which also rents some BMW motorcycles.
This is the same company that Mary Ann uses to rent
her Suzuki SV650S. The fog burns off and lunch
finds us still in Stanley Park at The Teahouse at Ferguson Point high on a hill overlooking beautiful
English Bay. We struggle to finish salmon salad
with eggs, avocado, romaine lettuce, and warm
chicken pannini with roasted garlic. So far there is
no bad food in Vancouver.
We walk through a towering cedar rainforest
near the restaurant because (…as one persnickety
park staffmember informed us) “bicycles aren’t permitted”. As we realize that the bicycle ban applies
only to certain environmentally delicate trails, we
proceed to enjoy several other cedar lined trails with
our bicycles. In Lost Lagoon we observe Trumpeter
Swans and five hub-cap sized turtles basking on a
rock. Occasionally we’re warm enough to remove a
layer of clothing whereupon we each snidely inquire
as to whether or not the other intends to take a dip in
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the 63° F ocean.
Back at the Marriott (where my R1150R has been
delivered this afternoon) we languish in the bathroom with its heated floor. The temperature for the
day was between 50° and 60° F. We consult Fodor’s
for dinner, put on several layers of clothing, and
walk to Liliget Feast House on Davie Street to enjoy
sophisticated, sensational, gourmet “First Nation”
cuisine.
During dinner we hear loud
fireworks from the
“International Festival of
Lights” competition on Sunset
Beach. Luckily the display continues as we walk home unbothered by the huge crowds.
August 8, Thursday
Mountain peaks in all their
glory are visible this morning
from our balcony. Like a pair
of cat ears, the peaks appear to
lurk behind one of the front row
mountains. We breakfast at the
Joyeux Café where we enjoy
fresh-squeezed orange juice.
Mary Ann collects her motorcycle and we head for Whistler via Lion’s Gate Bridge, Marine Drive, and Sea-to-Sky
Highway.We stop at the BC
Museum of Mining and also at
Shannon Falls Provincial Park
January 2003

where water cascades from 1,099 feet. Close to
Shannon Falls is a little shack called Mountain
Woman Restaurant featuring fish & chips, buffalo
burgers, and the most delicious prawns and roasted
garlic served with lemon and French fries.
Whistler/Blackcomb, our destination, is a yearround resort with endless sports activities. We walk
around on their “valley trail system” and discover
that our Marriott Residence Inn is in the more remote “Upper Village” of the resort.
As we explore the Lower Village and
enjoy sun and (amazingly) iced
drinks in the town center we realize
that it’s warm in the sun in Whistler!
By doing a couple of loads of laundry at the Marriott Residence Inn in
Whistler we hope to keep ourselves
in clean clothes. Root’s Lodge in
Ucluelet (our next destination) has no
laundry. Root’s also has no hair dryers so we must wash our hair on Saturday.
We have a heck of a time getting our
motorcycles into the Marriott’s gated
parking area. Several times I walk to
the card scanner, insert the card key,
rush to the motorcycle, get on, and
…“whoa, there goes that door
again!” Mary Ann got in on the tail
of an SUV and I finally managed to
get the timing down.
Next Month: the “Tour” continues...
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SECRETARY
By Phil Ager
General Membership
Meeting
10 November 2002
Over forty-five club members
attended the monthly
membership meeting at Battley
Cycles in Gaithersburg. Bob
King began the meeting at 1105
by thanking the members for an
enthusiastic turnout and for
participating in the recent
elections. On John’s behalf, Bob
said 109 votes were cast in the
election, which equates to about
18% of the membership. “Must
be a record!” he said.
Billy Rutherford reported that
the club closed out October with
a balance of $12,944.47, but
several expenses are anticipated
by year’s end mostly to do with
the annual Holiday Party.
Speaking of which, Ed Phelps
then reported that Alain Roussel,
La Ferme’s owner & host, is
planning a special gourmet
dinner (exclusively for his fellow
club mates). Ed added the
restaurant’s central location and
the special $10 subsidy
authorized by BoD should help
encourage a good turnout to
honor the many efforts of a small
group of BMWBMW founding
members. Ed closed by saying
the next membership meeting
will be on 12 Jan at The Sign of
the Whale in Falls Church and
then at Bob’s BMW in Jessup on
9 Feb.
Linda Tanner reported that the
Membership stands at 588: 530
Full & 58 Associate members.
She tasked the assembled ears to
make sure their addresses are
correct in the membership
8

database, as the directory will be
published soon. Jerry Barton
asked if anyone had ever invited
Ted Koppel or Jim Vance to a
club event, an issue he had
brought up last January. Bob
King said he’d get with Jerry
afterwards.
Mike Walsh, safety chair,
discussed three scenarios worth
considering: the first one said to
try to straighten your bike up and
roll on the throttle if you
anticipated going over a small
object in your path, the second
one suggested it is possible for a
passenger to take control of a
motorcycle in the case of a
disabled driver and bring it to a
safe stop (especially if it were
ever rehearsed or practiced ahead
of time), and the third said to
treat fog with respect. He said
riders subconsciously rely on a
view or sense of the horizon, and
if they can’t see it it’s time to get
well off the road until conditions
improve.
Mike Enloe said he’d brought
some of the club’s now historic
shirts and stickers to the meeting.
Anton Largiadèr reported that
he’d been experiencing certain
mechanical events more so than
writing about technical issues,
but he’d soon share his hardlearned knowledge over the
winter months. He apologized
for missing Linda’s Oktoberfest
tech-session, but
he appreciated the
assistance
provided by the
accumulated
gallery of Oilhead
experts. Anton
added with regard
to riding in the fog
that if you need to
get off the

highway, find a turnoff and get
well off the road as your taillight
could attract a following driver to
mistakenly focus on your bulb.
Better to be extra safe than sorry
in a foggy situation! He also
suggested that riders pretend to
encounter an obstacle in their
path in order to understand what
their bikes can do under fair
weather conditions, and thereby
learn what your machine is
capable of in an adverse
situation. Worth a try on the
open road.
In new business, Bob King
then reported on the election
results on John’s behalf. He said
a total of 109 votes were received
(~18%). Miraculously, all current
board members who ran
uncontested were reelected.
Brian Horais & Bill Shaw were
approved as the 2003 Rally cochairs. In the one contested race
for Internet chair, Ted Verrill was
chosen over George Falcon by a
vote of 82 to 27 votes. Tim
Moffitt’s nomination to the
BMWBMW Hall of Fame was
approved with a large majority of
95 votes. Bob then spoke about
the new logo that was on display.
The chosen design was easily the
most popular with 293 of the
weighted votes – twice as many
as any other logo. Bob added
that we’re finally in compliance
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with BMW NA’s corporate
guidelines after many years of
threatened litigation.
As referenced in the October
BTS, Todd Waterman then
stepped forward to pitch his idea
for some educational track time
at Summit Point Raceway in
coordination with the MidAtlantic Roadracing Club
(MARRC). He explained the all
day event sometime next year
would run about $200, and he
figured there would be two
groups of riders sharing the track
and classroom throughout the
day. About 25 members signed
up for further updates. It was
mentioned that coming to the
track with all your safety gear
and new tires would be a sound
investment in personal safety.
Along with the track riding
initiative, Tom Overman, a VA
club member and MSF instructor,
said that the Experienced Riders
course was recently overhauled.
He said he hoped to make the
training available to the club
(perhaps on a break-even basis).
Stay tuned for future
January 2003

opportunities.
Bob then thanked Devon
Battley for hosting the club, and
invited Drew Alexander,
Battley’s BMW “Parts Guy” to
address the faithful. Drew said
he’s available to respond to our
BMW needs, and he then briefly
discussed a Techlusion computer
that offers “a complete fix for
fuel and emissions management”
on BMW Oilheads. He said that
Battley Cycles planned to have
two Oilheads set up for demo
rides showing the beforesymptoms and after-results of this
breakthrough product. Check
with Drew or Devon if this
situation affects your chosen
motorcycle. Drew added that
they’ve expanded the selection of
women’s accessories, so they’re
trying hard to be responsive to all
our needs. Devon then stepped
forward to commend Todd for
pursuing the track day for the
club. He said he’s learned a lot
of skills during his time on the
racetrack including the utility of
ABS on an early R1100RS. He
added that the Jefferson circuit
can be run in both directions for
extra practice. He regaled us
with stories of his participation
with a BMW NA sponsored offroad ride on a F650GSPD with
standard OEM tires (still a
capable machine under trying
conditions). Lastly he teased
everyone present with the 2003
BMW calendar. He even offered
the crowd free mailing, since
they were still in-transit.
With no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 12:10.
Only then did Bob ask if there
were any new members in
attendance (as folks were making
their dash). Danny Martin (on an
R100RT) and Rich Holzman (on

an R1100) introduced
themselves.
Board of Directors
Meeting
10 November 2002
The BoD met at Red, Hot &
Blue after the General
Membership Meeting nearby.
Those in attendance were: Bob
King, Phil Ager, Billy
Rutherford, Mike Enloe, Bob
Higdon, Anton Largiadèr, Ed
Phelps and Linda Tanner, as well
as members Angelo Gravagna,
Meredith Hassall, Elsie Smith,
Irv Warden and George Young.
The meeting commenced at 1300.
Bob King handed out multiple
copies of a very rough draft of
the club history that summarized
the earliest years of the club.
Everyone quickly perused the
material; Bob Higdon questioned
whether we’re really the “World’s
largest regional BMW
motorcycle club,” as the title
states. After some spirited
discussion, the group’s consensus
was that Bob King should not
rush anything into publication
just to have something to show at
the Holiday Party. It was said
that Bob Cox still has some audio
materials in San Jose that should
be transcribed, and there are still
additional club members who
ought to be contacted. Bob King
and Phil Ager will pick up where
Bobs Cox and Higdon left off,
and work to produce a
comprehensive and satisfactory
product. Elsie remarked that the
secretary/historian should be
tasked to produce an annual list
of club activities and compile
them into a summary that would
then be appended to the club’s
history.
Bob reported that, before
Continued on page 16
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SURGING

available!

New York State bans bike
discrimination on StateFunded Roads
The American Motorcyclist
Association has reported that
New York Gov. George Pataki
has signed into law legislation
that bans discrimination against
motorcycles on New York roads
that have used state funds.
The new law is similar to a
federal law that prohibits banning
motorcycles from roads designed,
built, operated or maintained with
federal money.
BMW Motorcycle Recall
BMW Has Recalled the 2003
R1100 S , R1150GS , R1150GS
ADV, R1150R, R1150RS,
R1150RT Motorcycles because of
a problem that could cause the
rear wheel to lock.
See http://www.safetyalerts.com/
recall/a/02/v00552.htm for more
info.

New and vintage bike owners
get your entries ready for the
Custom & Antique Bike Show….
a show within a show at the MidAtlantic International Motorcycle
Show. All makes and models are
welcome and there are big cash
prizes and impressive awards for
each class. There will be an engraved show commemorative
plaque with each entry and Free
Parking for exhibitors’ vehicles
and trailers. Nationally recognized professional judges will be
recruited from out of State to
guarantee non-biased judging.
Bikes will be classified upon arrival according to age, style and
cost of alterations. Call for Entry
Form (410) 561-7323.
For additional information,
please contact Rich Kohles, show
manager of the Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show, at
410-561-7323.

Mid-Atlantic
International Motorcycle Show
February 7 – 9, 2003
Maryland State
Fairgrounds, Timonium,
MD
The Mid-Atlantic International
Motorcycle Show will run for
three days, February 7 – 9, 2003
at the Maryland State Fairgrounds, in Timonium. Show
hours are Friday & Saturday
10am – 9pm and Sunday 10am –
6pm. Children under 15 are Free
when accompanied by an adult.
Plenty of Free Parking will be
10
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Handy heat
By Meredith Hassall
As the realization
crept in that I’d be
the one to install the
heated grips on my
‘98 R1100 GS, I was
rather daunted by the
idea. Then I wondered, “How hard can it actually be?” Then I
thought about the actual grips, their wires, somehow
plugging everything into something connected to the
battery, fuses, and a switch to make everything happen (or not)...many places for things to go wrong.
Then I thought about all those times when a little
extra heat would have been nice, or would be, including the 300 or so miles I’d planned to ride that
afternoon.
I had gathered just about everything I
needed: the BMW heated grips kit, instructions in
nine languages (with pictures), the GS toolkit, a ga-
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rage brimming with other tools, and an asphalt work
area (crucial for finding wayward wavy washers). I
haven’t researched other bikes, but with the GS, the
big question was whether the existing bars had the
necessary holes to allow the wires to thread out of
the bars and to their destination under the tank. My

Then I wondered,
“How hard can it
actually be?”
handlebars were happily hole-equipped, and I embarked on a relatively simple installation. In the absence of holes, the bars must be replaced with
heated-grip-capable bars.
Once I’d removed the seat and slid the tank
far enough back to allow access to the bike’s central
nervous system, I could turn my attention to the han-
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dlebars. Surprisingly little needs
to be removed to allow the grips
to be swapped. First, the bar-end
weights have to come off. Then
comes the minor challenge of removing the left grip. The directions said to use a sharp implement to cut through the rubber
longways, and then peel. I was
not about to take a knife to the
GS, so I used a thin screwdriver
to work the rubber loose while
pulling the grip toward the end of
the bar. I was having little success with this method when the
screwdriver broke through the
rubber, at which point the knife
began to look like an attractive
option. I decided that maybe I
should just follow the directions.
I turned to the right side,
where the process is somewhat
complicated by the throttle. Plastic parts (handguards, brake fluid
reservoir cover, switchgear cover,
etc.) have to be removed, and
then the throttle cable can be detached from the twistgrip. Finally
the two screws that attach the
grip to the rest of the handlebar
instruments can be removed to
release the throttle grip. This was
a nice idea in theory, anyway.
The longer of the two
screws proved to be semipermanently installed. The shaft
of the toolkit screwdriver is so
close to the grip as to neutralize
any potential leverage. An extralong screwdriver was no match
for the petulant screw, which
summarily beheaded the tool. An
impact screwdriver saved the day,
without even knocking the bike
over. The shorter screw was comparatively easy to remove, once
I’d spent a good 5 minutes hunting for it (it is entirely hidden by
the lip of the rubber grip). Finally, I had liberated the right
January 2003

grip, and was ready to install
some heat.
A length of light, coated
wire was the ideal pull-thread.
Fed into the ends of the bars, the
wire was eventually forced
through the all-important holes
by the bars’ bend. I could then
twist the light wire around the
heated grip wire and easily guide
the latter through the narrowly
tubular bars and out through the
holes.

“I had
equally alarming visions of
faulty wiring
blasting the
bike (and myself) to smithereens or reducing it to a
molten pool of
metal.”
The next challenge would
be to actually plug everything in.
I had equally alarming visions of
faulty wiring blasting the bike
(and myself) to smithereens or
reducing it to a molten pool of
metal. According to the directions, the 4 wires (2 from each
grip) were to be inserted into the

white plastic plug, which would
subsequently get plugged into a
waiting socket on the bike. Also,
I had to be sure to keep brown
next to brown, and black next to
black. This sounds simple
enough, but as I went to insert
my newly-assembled plug into
the socket, I realized that “next
to” could wind up being on the xor the y-axis. My wires were
crossed. I found a thin and pointy
scribe tool to help extract the
wires from the single-use, oneway plug.
I decided to leave that aspect alone for a moment and finish with the grip installation. The
throttle side was simple--just the
reverse, minus severely stuck
screw, of the removal. The left
side simply required two short
screws to firmly attach the grip to
the bar. (Although I had not
known to check, these holes are
also necessary if the bars are to
accept heated grips. Luckily, I
had both sets of holes.) I found
myself complacently (alas) thinking about how well everything
had been going. Almost immediately, however, I noticed that,
unless there was a groove in the
left bar-end weight, there was a
serious problem: my handlebars,
although they had the holes necessary to get the wires out of the
bars and plugged into the bike,
and the holes for the screws to
attach the left grip, did not have
the necessary cutout at the left
end that would accommodate the
heated grip wires. The brimming
garage yielded no conveniently
grooved weights.
So after all that happiness
about having the correct bars, I
would have to switch them after
all. This meant much more disassembly, and major snippage of
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zip-ties. The fast-idle and clutch cables need to be
disengaged, and the handlebar instruments need to
be loosened to the point that they can slide off the
bars. Then came the biggest challenge of the entire
process. The directions state: “Pull off right handlebar and let it be held exactly horizontally by a second—reliable—person...” I needed to find a reliable
person to hold the brake fluid reservoir level. One of
these was not to be found in or near the garage. Fortunately, other types of persons were able to help.
I then turned my attention to the switch. This
quite simple installation required the windshield and

“I needed to find a reliable person to hold the
brake fluid reservoir level.
One of these was not to be
found in or near the garage. Fortunately, other
types of persons were able
to help.”

stances in which I had to try several different screws
before finding a proper fit.
With the proper color-matched wire configuration plugged in, the final, and easiest, step was to
install the fuses: open the fuse box and insert 2 fuses
(one is a spare) into the 2 empty fuse sockets.
With that, the job was done, and I was proud
of the accomplishment. I would recommend the installation as a do-it-yourself project to almost anyone with a heated-grips-ready bike. Handlebar replacement notwithstanding, this was an easy project
because all of the actual wiring is already there, just
waiting to be exploited. I simply had to attach the
grips and plug them in, stick the switch in its place,
and insert the fuse.
What happens in between those three
“surface” points to make everything function is not
crucial information to the installer. I was perfectly
happy to let BMW do the thinking for me in this regard, especially a short time later when I was comfortably riding with warm hands. However, at the
gas station a short time after that, I was forced to
conclude that they simply hadn’t been thinking when
they built the GS without a fuel crossover
tube.

headlight to be removed. Then the “dashboard”
needed to be pulled up and back to reveal the
switches and their connectors. At this point I had
screws of all kinds and sizes, and various washers
and nuts liberally scattered on all horizontal surfaces
on the bike. Anyone happening upon the scene
would not have thought it could be ridden, to say
nothing of even pushed, anywhere, anytime soon.
But really all I had to do was insert the new switch
into the cutout, connect its wire to the only vacant
connector in the area, and put things back together.
The handlebars similarly needed only reassembly, but I took the opportunity to clean and regrease the moving parts. After 50K this seemed like
a good time to do some convenient preventive maintenance. My disorganized hodge podge of hardware
slowly dwindled, and there were only a few in14

Between the Spokes ©2002 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

January 2003

January 2003

Between the Spokes ©2002 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

15

Continued from page 9

leaving town, John had mailed
out the invitations to this year’s
Holiday Party guests on Monday,
4 Nov.
Billy Rutherford brought out
some sample tri-fold handouts
that, if available, could be useful
in marketing BMW2 in such
places as a club table at a dealer’s
open house or at the Baltimore
Bike Show. After some
discussion, he made a motion to
develop a BMWBMW tri-fold
brochure, Bob Higdon seconded
and the motion carried. Elsie
Smith said she’d work with Billy
on coming up with a prototype.
In a previous email, Billy
indicated that he could order new
reflective decals. In person, Billy
moved to go ahead and procure
1000 reflective decals with the
new club logo (@ $0.79 ea.).
Linda seconded; the motion
carried with all in favor. [The
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BoD is also conscientiously
pursuing a new BMW2 cap.]
Bob King next discussed the
Baltimore Bike Show and
another dealer-oriented show to
be held at the Timonium
fairgrounds. The consensus
seemed to be that we again man a
booth at the Baltimore show
because we usually recoup our
expenses through recruitment,
and continue to research the other
show. The new Meetings &
Events chair, Doug Schirmer, can
cut his teeth on organizing this
task. Someone thought out loud
that it would be great if we could
elicit Don Arthur’s participation
in our exhibit booth (and he has
generously volunteered his high
mileage K1200LT).
Billy brought up the electronic
BTS that has been considered off
& on for the last couple of years.
He is championing an electronic
Between the Spokes, just like the
HOGWASH newsletter he now
receives from the Manassas
Harley Owners Group. The new
BTS editor will experiment with
a pdf version.
Linda mentioned that c2it,
from CitiBank, is another option
worth considering if we want to
allow credit card payments to
BMWBMW.
George Young then brought up
the recent election of Tim Moffitt
to the Hall of Fame. George
presented his thoughts on the
current eligibility guidelines;
saying that he thought 3 years of
service on the board is not
enough. He thought the bar
should be raised to 5 or 6 years to
make the Hall of Fame award
more meaningful. With an
opposing view, Bob Higdon
argued that the current rules
perform their function just fine

and we should maintain the status
quo. In other words, the
membership should be trusted to
make the call through its annual
vote. No action was taken; the
idea was tabled until next year.
After deciding the next BoD
meeting will be held after the
membership meeting in January
at the Sign of the Whale, the
board meeting adjourned
at 1420.
RIDES
By Jim Fletcher
As I sit looking outside at all
the snow and ice, I'm thinking
more about snowmobiles than
bikes right now. Oh well, this
can't last forever so we might as
well start planning the riding season. I think some interesting destinations might be in order for
this year. Since we have to plan
these rides a month in advance, I
could use some suggestions. I'm
thinking of the Polo matches at
the Plains in the Summer, an Air
show in VA in the spring,
etc. Maybe an overnight camp
out in Seneca Rocks, WVA. For
the winter months maybe we can
meet at someplace warm. The
first Thursday of the month in
Baltimore is special, the museums are free etc. Maybe we can
brainstorm some ideas over food
and refreshments at Pete's in
Fells Point (corner of Eastern and
South Ann St). They host a "bike
night" which usually draws a
good crowd. Come and join me
and maybe we can start planning
the best riding year ever. Let me
know if I should reserve a a big
table in advance. For those who
don't know me by sight, I'll be
wearing something from
BMWBMW.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE

02 K1200LTC, 8K miles, very
clean, champagne, $17250.00
OBO, contact Rich Downer 540955-2987 or
Ducati337@yahoo.com (12/02)
02 R1150GS, in Graphitan.
Garage kept, dealer serviced, under
4K miles, only one year young. Has
over $3,500 in accessories (Jesse’s,
Ohlin’s, PIAAs, MotoLites, and
much more)! E-mail for list. Asking
$15,500 OBO. Dennis Boyce, 703816-8062 or e-mail to
dboyce@arccorp.com.
02 F650GSA, red, < 3K.
Saddle-bags, top case, engine
guards, tall windwhield, hand
deflectors, heated grips. Excellent
condition. $7,000. Mark Green,
540-937-8299 (after 5:00 p.m.)
(12/02).
02 R1150RT, red, 5.8K,
excellent condition, BMW
“comfort” saddle and Corbin
saddle, cylinder guards, BMW tank
bag, bike cover. Bought from and
serviced by Morton’s. $13,000.
703-455-5613. Leave message
(12/02).
98 R1100RT, graphite, 23K.
Excellent condition, hard bags,
BMW tank bag, heated grips, Wrist
Rest, cylinder guards, Hyper-lites,
bike cover. Garage kept. Bought
from and serviced by Bob's BMW.
$8,900 obo. Jim Turner,
jturner@lcor.com, 410-956-0606
(9/02).
98 R1200C, ivory, 9.2K.
Excellent condition, dealer
serviced, loaded, large passenger
January 2003

seat w/ backrest, hardbags, recent
MD inspection. Photos available.
$8,500. 410-298-1683,
petsitting@worldnet.att.net
(10/02).
94 R1100RS, black, 60K, tall
Parabellum and stock windshields,
hard luggage, ABS, heated grips.
Motorcyclist magazine’s
“Motorcycle of the Year” in 1994.
$6,000 obo. Don McKeon,
Don@BooksIntl.com, 703-6611562 (w), 703-979-5818 (10/02).
92 R100R with Velorex 562
sidecar. 60K. The side car was
installed by Lowell Neff, premier
BMW sidecar craftsman, in '99.
Conversions: Leading link fork,
subframe, upgraded shocks and
lighting, steering damper, Corbin
seat, heated grips, accessory plug,
bags. Very nice rig. $7,500. Jim
Fletcher, jkfletch@erols.com, 301352-3348 (10/02).
83 R80ST, gray, heated grips,
windshield, bags, Corbin and
standard seat, low miles. $3,800.
Dennis, 410-488-1909 (w), 410875-4273 (h) (10/02).
78 R100S motor sport with RS
fairing kit included. All original,
low miles, original owner. $4,500.
Dennis, 410-488-1909 (w), 410875-4273 (h) (10/02).
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE
Waterproof boots. Herman
Survivors, dark brown lace-up
with Vibram soles and Sympatex
liner. Style MW 9458, Size 11
medium (Euro 45). See 9-Inch
upland game boot on web page
http://www.shoespx.com/Herman/
Herman_Survivors_Shoes.html.
Worn two times, just a little large

for me. In box for great Christmas
gift. $70.00. 202-363-0292,
bbarton@prodigy.net (12/02).
Two seats, both as good as
new. Sargent seat for R1150GS,
used one month, too tall for me.
New it was $400.00 but will take
$350.00 OBO. Russell seat for K
bike. Never used, sold bike. $200.
Ed Abbott 410-775-2231 or
Eabbott410@aol.com (12/02).
WANTED
Comfort seat, preferably
Sargent or Russell, for 99
R1100R. Joe,
JosephE.Kalet@MWAA.com,
703-417-8616 (w) or 703-3568180 (h) (9/02).
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BREAKFAST RIDES

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS

BMWBMW breakfast rides are
informal gatherings of members who
meet for breakfast and ride afterward.
Not all members participate in the
after-breakfast rides, and many
members like to show up solely for
the breakfast. Interested? Show up
early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about
introducing yourself! If you'd like
more information, or to volunteer to
lead a ride one weekend, call the
rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride
take place if there is a club meeting
or other major event scheduled on
that day.

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695
& Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg,
410-256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301271-7373. Directions: Take I-270
north to Frederick, MD and continue
north on U.S. 15. Take the first
Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop
sign, then left at traffic light. The
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.

Bob's BMW
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take
Exit 38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the
first traffic light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one
mile on the right.
Lap's Quality Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395,
take Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right
onto Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria,
take Duke Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above.
Morton's BMW
9816 Court House Road, Spotsylvania VA 22553. 540-891-9844. From
I-95, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Go north (left) on U.S. 1 to
the third traffic light (Hood Drive/VA 636). Turn left onto Hood and turn
left again onto Court House (VA 208). Morton's is approximately 3 miles
on the right.
Speed’s Cycle
6360 S. Hanover Road, Suite L, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106.
Take I-95 to Exit 43A, MD 100 east. After 0.9 mile exit onto U.S.1
north. Go 1.3 miles to South Hanover Road. Turn right. Go 0.5 miles to
Harwood Business Center, turn right, and go around to the rear building.
La Ferme Restaurant
7101 Brookville Road, Chevy Chase MD 20815. 301 986 5255 or 301
986 4840. From the north side of the beltway take Connecticut Avenue
south. Cross East-West Highway (Rt. 410). One-half mile south from
there turn left onto Taylor, which ends at Brookville. La Ferme is across
the street, just to your left. From D.C. take Connecticut north 0.9 miles
from Chevy Chase Circle. Right on Taylor. Follow directions above.

Professional Wheel Rebuilding

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037
Lee Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187.
540-347-3614. Directions: Take I-66
west to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south)
toward Gainesville/Warrenton.
Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5 miles.
The restaurant is on the left.
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Battley Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From
I-270 take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove
becomes Airpark Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on
the left.

Richie Grinspun

703-569-7045
703-352-5400 x: 411
$165 per wheel

Includes relacing with stainless steel
spokes and nipples and completely
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 12, 2003 (11:00 a.m.)
Sign of the Whale Restaurant, Falls Church VA
BMWBMW general membership meeting. Board of directors meeting to follow. Directions next month.
February 9, 2003 (11:00 a.m.)
Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949
BMWBMW general membership meeting. Board of directors meeting to follow. Directions next month.
February 7 – 9, 2003
Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium, MD
Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show
The Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show will run for three days, February 7 – 9, 2003 at the Maryland
State Fairgrounds, in Timonium. Show hours are Friday & Saturday 10am – 9pm and Sunday 10am – 6pm.
Children under 15 are Free when accompanied by an adult.

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by "BMWBMW." The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our
membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the
club's web site at www.bmwbmw.org.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
By Ed Phelps
Winter Meetings and Events
To give you reasons to get out during the winter,
we have some super things planned.
The January meeting will be held at Sign of the
Whale Restaurant in Falls Church, Virginia. Sign of
the Whale has become a popular meeting location
over the last couple of years so plan to be there on
January 12th.
For the February meeting Bob's BMW will once
again host us. Bob Henig goes all out to make us
welcome and again this year he has some special
treats for us. He is providing hot drinks, donuts and
pastries to snack on. He plans to have the new
R1200CL and the K1200GT on display along with
offering specials on lots of other items to save
members a few bucks. At the end of the meeting he
also has $5.00 off the admission into the Timonium
Bike Show and one of his staff members will lead
the ride to the show. As long as they last, Bob has a
special T-shirt free to those attending the meeting.
So plan to be there February 9th.
January 2003

The club will be participating once again in the
Baltimore Bike Show on January 31st through
February 2nd at the Baltimore Convention Center. In
addition, we will also have a booth the following
weekend at the NEW Mid-Atlantic International
Motorcycle Show at the Timonium Fairgrounds.
Jack Muth will be coordinating volunteer time at
both shows so please give him a call at (410) 5475140 and set up your time to volunteer and
help support the club.

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!!
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address
Membership (check appropriate box) and mail to Linda Tanner
 New Member  Renewal  Change of Address
Name ___________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ___________________________________________
Age group:
 16-25
 26-35
 36-45

BMW MOA :___________
BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

 46-55
 56+

Government affairs
Membership
Newsletter
Sales
Meetings & events

(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1______________________
#2______________________
#3______________________
Total miles on BMWs _______
Referred to BMWBMW by:
________________________

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member
Associate Member

I’m interested in helping in the
following areas or committees:






Motorcycles







Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Linda Tanner, 8290 Crestmont Circle, Springfield VA 22153

Between the Spokes
c/o Linda Tanner
8290 Crestmont Circle
Springfield VA 22153

FIRST CLASS
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