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The Square Route Rally is only a few days away.  Have you registered? 



It’s Time to Register! 

The Square Route Rally will be here in a few days. It will be Friday, June 2, through Sunday, June 4. Yes, look 
at that calendar. It’s that close. Have you registered? Pre-registering ensures we will have enough food and 
beer available. You want BBQ and suds, right? Of course, you do. Now log onto http://www.bmwbmw.org/
srr and type in your information. Paypal or a check is acceptable but it will soon be too late to mail in a check. 
I’m excited. Are you excited? Woo-hoo! 
We will have chili dinner on Friday for as long as it lasts and a complimentary BBQ dinner Saturday night. Sat-

urday morning will greet us with a continental breakfast (bagels, croissants, fruit, doughnuts, orange juice, 

etc.). Both evenings there will be local craft beer on tap. 

There are several bunkhouses for people who like 

walls and a roof over their heads. For us hardy adven-

turous types, there is a big grass field for our tents.  

Of course, there will be bonfires at the big fire ring! 

Riding lies, uh tales, sound much more believable 

around a campfire.  

We will have rides and an optional guided tour of the 

Gettysburg Battlefield (extra cost for the professional 

tour guide).  

Jim von Baden will host a tech day at the rally. If you 

need to ship something large (like a tire) to the rally, 

ask in the forum. We have a volunteer. If you have a 

problem with your bike, the GS-911 diagnostic com-

puter will be there. Even if you just have a question, 

stop on by.  

Two wheeled travel expert and author, Tamela Rich 
http://www.tamelarich.com is coming north to spin a 
tale or two about traveling through Appalachia. 

Be There or Be Square! 

Located in the beautiful Catoctin Mountains 

near Thurmont, MD 

http://www.bmwbmw.org/srr
http://www.bmwbmw.org/srr
http://www.tamelarich.com


Pics from previous 

Square Route Rallys 



 

To Split or Not to Split 

Lorenzo S. Washington, BMWBMW Safety Chair 

Lane splitting is the act of two vehicles, generally a motorcycle and an automobile, simultaneously occupying/sharing a single lane 

of traffic, generally for the purpose of advancing the motorcycle’s position in an effort to improve rider visibility, and safety. 

 In their 2014 position paper on the topic, the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) define lane splitting as “the technique of riding a 

motorcycle between two adjacent lanes of traffic heading in the same direction.” 

 Although several jurisdictions have attempted to pass legislation permitting lane splitting, California (2016) is the only US state 

which legally allows lane splitting. Specifically, California Assembly Bill 51 (CAB51) states (in part) that “The people of the State of 

California do enact as follows: …The Department of the California Highway Patrol may develop educational guidelines relating to 

lane splitting in a manner that would ensure the safety of the motorcyclist and the drivers and passengers of the surrounding vehi-

cles.” 

Support for the practice of lane splitting is largely based on the landmark 1981 research findings of the Motorcycle Accident Cause 

Factors and Identification of Countermeasures Volume I: Technical Report (Hurt, Ouellet, & Thom), the so-called Hurt Report, which 

in part concludes motorcycle/auto collisions occur when “The automobile driver fails to detect the inconspicuous motorcycle in 

traffic. This is due to lack of motorcycle and rider concpicuity (sic) and lack of caution and awareness of the automobile driver.” Con-

spicuity, generally refers to the act of motorcyclists seeing, as well as being seen, in traffic. 

The act of lane splitting has been well researched and reported by individuals and agencies such as UC Berkley (2015), Ouellet 

(2015), and Ewald & Wasserman Research Consultants (2014). Additionally, established rider support and advocacy agencies such 

as the American Motorcycle Association (AMA), and the MIC (2015) have stated positions in favor of lane splitting, while the Nation-

al Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) (2000) recognizes the rider benefit, and enhanced conspicuity of filtering, 

it does not advocate the practice, but calls for further study to determine the safety of the practice.  Curiously, BMW MOA does not 

appear to have a stated position on the topic, as there is nothing addressing an opinion on lane splitting on their member webpage. 

 

 



Lane splitting, or filtering as it is also known internationally, is commonly practiced in many countries throughout the planet. Many 

international cycle bloggers often shake their heads at the seeming hypocrisy of Americans allowing motorcycle operators not to 

wear helmets or other safety gear, but not allowing (to them) a proven practice such as lane splitting. Additionally, those same 

blog sites are chock-full of anecdotal stories by American cyclists who regularly (legally or otherwise) practice lane splitting, swear 

by its safety, and tell of near-misses that were aided by the use of the practice.  

While lane splitting has been (quasi-legally) practiced in California for years, this is not the case elsewhere in the U.S. As such, Cali-

fornia drivers are somewhat accustomed to cyclist practicing lane sharing; instituting such a practice in other jurisdictions would 

require a deliberate implementation process, as drivers are simply not accustomed to having motorcyclists zip past them while 

sitting in traffic, or moving along at freeway speed. It is not uncommon to see auto operators in heavily congested urban areas 

aggressively changing lanes, often without first looking, and definitely not checking for an approaching motorcyclists. One can easi-

ly imagine the safety implications of hastily implementing such a practice. 

Wherever one falls with regard to favorability, lane splitting is a hot-button topic in the American cycling community, with many 

cyclists siding in favor of the practice. It is time the cycling community with the support of the major owner associations, safety 

researchers, and cycling safety and advocacy agencies, worked with local and national legislatures to finally develop viable solu-

tions to help put distance between or separate motorcycles and automobiles. Many states presently allow motorcycles to use High 

Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes, perhaps allowing low-speed filtering via emergency pull-off lanes would be a safer alternative 

when HOV lanes are not available. 

In any case, extensive driver and cyclist awareness training and education will be required. 

As always…Ride safe! 



May Meeting 

We did something different for the May meeting and had a lot of fun with it. The meeting was held at the Inn at Kelly’s Ford 

near Remington, VA. Yes, it was far from DC but it is in the middle of beautiful Virginia farm country and it was the type of ride 

that Beemers are built for. The weather was gorgeous, the roads winding, the food delicious, and the company unsurpassed!  

Eight of us met at the Main Street Pub in Clifton, Virginia for a cup of coffee and to ride to the meeting. If you have not visited 

Clifton, you would be surprised how it feels like it’s a hundred miles away from DC. It feels like a small railroad town in the 

Shenandoah Valley instead of a DC suburb. My clever GPS found a way from Clifton to Kelly’s Ford that had only a few miles of 

suburban strip malls. Most of the 40 miles was through wooded two-lanes and then open farmland to the bridge over the Rap-

pahannock River at Kelly’s Ford. 

Do you know why Kelly’s Ford is an important location? There are two reasons. First, the Union and Confederate cavalries 

fought hard to a draw. That was a big deal for Yankees because it was the first time the Union Cavalry did not lose. For the first 

two years of the way, they lost every engagement with the Rebel Cavalry. They did not win this one but they did not lose it ei-

ther. (Just for the record, the Rebels claimed it as a win because a draw usually goes in the defender’s win column.) 

The second reason Kelly’s Ford is important is because it is the first crossing of the Rappahannock River after I-95. So if you are 

in Fairfax and want to go to Morton’s BMW without riding on I-95 or Route 1, you put Kelly’s Ford in your GPS as a waypoint. 

From Kelly’s Ford your navigation device should take you down Edwards Shop Road (620) and Ely’s Ford Road (610) to Route 3. 

Follow Route 3 to a right turn onto Harrison Road and then another right onto Leavells Road. You will find yourself at Court-

house Road, just a short distance from Morton’s. History is important but avoiding traffic is key to enjoying the present.  



The Inn at Kelly’s Ford looks like one of those snooty, expensive    

places that would not welcome a bunch of bikers. Thankfully, they 

welcomed us warmly. We met in the pub around the back which had 

a patio overlooking the horse pastures and woods. The Board of    

Directors conducted their business with the contributions of a couple 

of members who wanted to hear the details. Yes, the board welcomes 

members to sit in. We are an open bunch. At 1 pm, right on time, we 

held the general membership meeting on the patio. We introduced our new Safety Chair, Lorenzo Washington, and our Sales 

Chair, Marius Radulescu. Volunteers are the backbone of the club! 

Business done, it was time to eat. While the burgers were pricey, they were huge and delicious. They cooked that thick patty exact-

ly as I ordered it (medium-rare) and covered it with Swiss cheese and mushrooms. One of the best burgers I have ever had. The 

fries were good too – light and crispy.  

Well there is only one place to go after large meal: the Ice Cream Shop! Only three of us still had room for dessert and rode to the 

Moo Thru in Remington. There are a lot of great ice creameries around but a scoop of dark chocolate ice cream in a fresh waffle 

from the Moo Thru beats them all.  



Breakfast Ride - Virginia May 28 8:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124 

Come join us for some great conversation, good food, and then a ride. 

43rd Annual Square Route Rally Jun 2-Jun 5 

Camp West Mar, Thurmont, Maryland 

Join us at the 43rd Annual Square Route Rally at Camp West Mar in the Catoctin Mountains of Maryland. There is plenty of 
camping in the grass field and a limited number of beds in the bunk houses are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. There 
are a lot of twisty roads in the surrounding hills, field events, seminars, self-guided & guided guides (adventurous and paved), 
and an optional (extra cost) professionally guided tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield. http://bmwbmw.org/srr 

BMWMOA: 15th Annual Laurel Highlands BMW Riders Campout Jun 9-Jun 12 

Pioneer Park Campground, 273 Trent Rd, Somerset, PA 15501 

We return to Pioneer Park Campground located in south central Pennsylvania. Pioneer Park is a terrific full-service camping re-
sort with excellent showers and facilities. Admission is just $50.00 for the full weekend ($45 if pre-registered) and includes, two 
nights camping, three meals, loads of door prizes, self-guided ride info and 15th Annual rally pin for the first 100 pre-registrants. 
http://www.thevuelta.com/2017_Campout_Registration.pdf 

Bikes and Breakfast Jun 11 8:00 AM-11:00 AM 

Clifton, VA 20124 

Show up early to put your cool bike in a prime spot to show it off. This is a loose happening where bikers just show up to show 
off for a while. http://www.bikesandbreakfast.com/ 

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Jun 17 10:00 AM-11:00 AM 

Old Town Diner, 307 Main Street, Myersville, MD 21773 

Maryland Breakfast Ride on the third Saturday of each month at the Old Town Diner. Eat at 10 and ride afterwards.  

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Jun 25 8:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124 

Come join us for some great conversation, good food, and then a ride. 

Dealer: Monthly MOD Motorcycle Meetup Jul 2 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Motorcycles of Dulles, 22890 Quicksilver Drive, Suite 189, Dulles, VA 20166 

All Riders and Non-Riders are welcome to join us here at Motorcycles of Dulles on the first Sunday of each month to enjoy light 
complimentary refreshments and camaraderie. Gathering begins at 10am and concludes whenever. 

BMW RA National Rally Jul 6-Jul 9 

Petoskey, MI 49770 

Join us July 6, 7 & 8th, 2017 in Petoskey, Michigan, on the shores of Lake Michigan for 3 days of camping, vendor shopping, 
seminars and door prizes. Cool nights, great riding, plenty of other lodging in the area and many great roads to explore. You’ll 
be less than an hour away from the Great Mackinac Bridge. 

Membership Meeting Jul 8 10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Bob's BMW, Jessup, MD 

10:00 am Board of Directors 
 - 11:00 General Membership 

45th BMW MOA International Rally Jul 13-Jul 16 

Utah State Fairpark, 155 1000 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84116 

The BMW Motorcycle Owners of America is pleased to announce the 45th BMW MOA International Rally – the rally’s sapphire 
anniversary - will be held at the Utah State Fairpark in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

  

 

Upcoming Events 



 

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Jul 15 10:00 AM-11:00 AM 

Old Town Diner, 307 Main Street, Myersville, MD 21773 

Maryland Breakfast Ride on the third Saturday of each month at the Old Town Diner. Eat at 10 and ride afterwards.  

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Jul 23 8:30 AM-12:00 PM 

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124 

Come join us for some great conversation, good food, and then a ride. 

2017 Touratech Rally East Aug 17-Aug 21 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

We're working hard to put together amazing rallies on both coasts for the summer of 2017.  Rally West in Plain, WA (June 22-25) 
is the largest gathering of ADV enthusiasts in the USA and Rally East in Huntingdon, PA (August 17-20) is growing just as fast. 

Total Solar Eclipse Aug 21 1:05 PM-4:00 PM 

Tellico Plains, Tennessee 

There will be a total solar eclipse over the Tail of the Dragon and Cherohala Skyway. Max eclipse will be at 2:35 pm EDT 

Horizons Unlimited 14th North Carolina Travelers Meeting Sep 7-Sep 11 

Stecoah, NC 

Whether you're a seasoned veteran with wisdom to share or a complete novice hungry for ideas and guidance, it doesn't matter 
if you ride a motorcycle, a bicycle, or drive an expedition vehicle... Horizons Unlimited meetings are for everyone who dreams of 
adventure along the road less travelled. http://www.horizonsunlimited.com/events/north-carolina-2017 

The Void Rally Sep 15-Sep 18 

Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

Minor adjustment to next year's Void dates. We will run Sept 15-16, 2017. Rally HQ will still be in Fredericksburg, VA.This Sep-
tember 2017 thing is temporary - we will be back on the Columbus Day weekend schedule in 2018. Registration will open in late 
May, maybe June but definitely no later than July. www.rallythevoid.org 

Eighth Annual Twin Valley Rally Sep 15-Sep 18 

Willville Motorcycle Camp, 1510 Jeb Stuart Hwy, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 

Registration includes two nights campground fees and two fabulous home cooked dinners, entertainment, door prizes, and 
much much more. At  $75 per person, it represents a true bargain. Register online via Secure Square website with a Credit/Debit 
Card. We accept only 200 registrations, and the Rally sells out quickly every year  So register immediately to reserve your place! 
Shirts are by pre-order and you can do it all with a single transaction. http://www.twinvalleyrally.org/ 

AIMExpo Sep 21-Sep 25 

Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio 

The American International Motorcycle Expo moves from Florida to Ohio in 2017. The first days are only for industry conven-
tioneers but the last few days are open to the public. 

New Sweden Riders Last Chance Rally Sep 22-Sep 25 

Buena Vista Campground, 775 Harding Hwy, Buena, NJ 08310 

For the last 34 years, New Sweden’s Last Chance Rally has provided riders with great food, rides, prizes and field games. Current-
ly held at the Buena Vista Campground in sunny Buena, NJ. The Last Chance is consistently rated as “Best bang for the buck” by 
rally attendees. Attend once and you will come back again and again. Some have been to all 33. 

Ride for Kids Sep 24-Sep 25 

Turf Valley Resort, 2700 Turf Valley Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042 

2017 Baltimore/Washington Ride for Kids BP http://www.curethekids.org/events/ride-for-kids 



Remember, this is your newsletter and we need pictures and articles to share! 

The articles do not have to be long.  Please send them to tomwr123@gmail.com 

Oktoberfest Sep 29-Oct 2 

YMCA Camp West Mar, 14509 Brown Rd, Sabillasville, MD 21780 

Club Members and their guest only. The last camp out of the year. 

Dealer: Oktoberfest Open House! Oct 14 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Morton's BMW Motorcycles, 5099 Jefferson Davis Hwy A, Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

More to come 

CLASS High Performance Riding School Oct 16-Oct 18 

Virginia International Raceway 

Rumor said that the 2016 CLASS would be the last in Virginia. Rumor was wrong! Www.classrides.com 


