March, 2017

IN THIS ISSUE:
•

President Message

•

The DC International Motorcycle Show

•

Calendar of Events

•

January 2017 Minutes

Next Club Meeting
Saturday, March 11 at 11 am
Morton's BMW Fredericksburg, VA

A New Year and New Opportunities
A new year is full of possibilities. Will this be the year I ride to Alaska or Europe? Will I return to the Rockies? Will I try a track day?
Winter is for dreaming of the riding season to come and January is the month to plan and prepare to make the dreams happen.
Which dreams will you realize and which will fade into regrets?
If you make it a priority, it will happen.
Let’s set some priorities right now! Priority one is to reserve the
weekend of June 2-4 for the Square Route Rally. Camp West Mar
is reserved for us and our friends. Drew is an experienced rally
master and we plan on repeating what we loved in the past and
adding some new events that will become favorites.
Our second priority is to keep in sync with the club. We are a digital club now and we keep in touch via the club forums, the digital
Between the Spokes newsletter, the online Google calendar, and
Facebook. Your club officers and committee leads are working on
improving communication and reaching out to the membership in
new ways. Our priority is to
listen to you to improve your
fun.
Your third priority is to do
something new. If you have
not been to rally, sign up and
1150 GS on the Blue Ridge Parkway
go! If you have not been to a
tech day, decide what to fix
and come. If you have not been to a breakfast ride, skip the bowl of corn flakes and come hungry. Pick something from the club’s calendar and try it. Find a post in the “Ride to Eat” or
“Organize a Ride.” Then reply with “I’ll go!” Announcing your intention raises the priority.
Did you know the
club owns a GS-911
Your final priority is important for the club. I ask you to do one thing for the club, a small thing,
diagnostic tool and
an easy thing. Sometime this year, you will ride your favorite road, cruise to that good restauthe laptop computer
rant, or camp at your favorite spot. You know, that thing that you normally do alone or with a
with the software to
few friends. Make it a club event. Post it on the forum. Send an email to
run it? If you would
events@BMWBMW.org. Announce it at a club meeting. You will have more fun sharing the
like to use it, please
ride with somebody who has never been on that road, eaten at that café, or camped at that
email the Tech Chair
spot. In return, they will introduce you to some new thing they know. This starts a new cycle of
at
exploration for you and whom you shared the ride with. Need ideas where to go? This newslettech@bmwbmw.org
ter has an expanded calendar perfect for planning some great rides.

GS-911

Of course, after you return, talk about your ride on the forum or send a
few pictures to our newsletter editor, Tom Rhodes. You don’t have to be a
great writer, just jot down some words and send in the pictures. This is
another way you can do one thing for the club. I know you have ridden to
places that I want to hear about. Tell us!
My priority for 2017 is to encourage club members to ride and socialize
more. I am honored to be chosen as President and determined to serve
the members. Call me at 703-953-8990 or email me at president@BMWBMW.org with your suggestions. I want you to enjoy this club
as much as I have. If you are not enjoying it, tell me why. Together we
can improve the club. Perhaps you know something that will make the
club more fun for everybody.
Life in DC and environs is filled with obligations and duty. BMWBMW is
here to make motorcycling more fun. But for that to succeed, BMWBMW
must be your priority.
Bruce Dimon, President

GOT AN IDEA FOR A STORY?
Remember to send in your pictures and articles for the next Between the
Spokes
Tom Rhodes, editor
editor@bmwbmw.org

...came to town in January. I went to the show on opening
night and met some other club members. I saw Ed and Sonny in the BMW area where Drew was working to support the
Company. Later I saw Todd trying to convince people to ride
Triumphs. Well, those are nice too.
The BMW area had the new bikes, of course, and some customs based upon the R nineT. My favorite was Roland
Sands’ interpretation which incorporated style elements from
1930s and 1950s updated for today. One thing about custom
Beemers, they will never be confused for a Harley.
I took a virtual ride on a racetrack wearing some Virtual Reality goggles. Oh my, do they really pass that closely? I enjoyed it but realized later that the virtual speed made me
tense enough to create a real stiffness in my neck and shoulders.
Harley and Indian were both there. Indian brought along their
flat track race bike. It looks great but can it really beat H-D
on the dirt?
Scramblers are hot, they had the R nineT versions of Scrambler and GS at the BMW booth and a herd of them at
Ducati’s area. Some of these are priced low enough to attract newer riders. Actually, many manufacturers were showing smaller and cheaper bikes. I like this trend because it
makes motorcycling more accessible to new and younger
riders.
Over at the antique bike area, I met club member Craig
Comontofski showing his 1952 Vincent Comet. He told me
that it was his daily rider until recently when he added a
2016 R1200RT to his garage. That had to be a big transition
from a kick-start single to a wonder wheel wethead. I would
love to see him ride the Comet to the Square Root Rally.
Oddly enough, the show offered free boot shines and beard
trims to show goers. I was not wearing my boots but did
need a trim. My wife said the barber did a good job. It was a
bit odd but I guess bikers are more likely to have facial hair
than the average guy. The show organizers must think that
we are all tattooed big guys with bushy beards. Well, some
of us are.
All in all, the show was worth the time and the cost, especially since the barber was included. I always look forward to the
show as the kick-off to a new riding year and an escape from
a dreary winter.
- Bruce Dimon

Craig Comontofski and his Vincent Comet

Virtual Reality Racetrack

BMWBMW / February 2017 Board of Directors Meeting
Motorcycles of Dulles, Dulles, Va.
Feb. 4, 2017
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

•

Bruce Dimon, President

•

Drew Alexander, Vice-President

•

Paul Wilson, Secretary

•

Bryan Hunt, Treasurer

•

Tom Rhodes, Media Chair

•

Karen Ager, Membership Chair

Also present and participating:

•

Jim Bade, Tech Chair

•

Maria Vandergucht, Rides Chair

Bruce Dimon called the meeting to order 10:13
Bruce Dimon read meeting minutes for December 2016.
Vote: 6-0-0 to accept minutes as read. Paul Wilson to post minutes on web site.

Old business
Holiday Brunch
Drew Alexander reported it was well attended with 63 meals served. Several members paid, but didn't show. $36 fee was collected
per meal. Club paid $40 per person, for a total $2520 for the brunch. The payment was increased to cover gratuity. Alain says we are
more than welcome to return next year. Next year the fee should remain $36, but be inclusive of gratuity. Start promoting the party
next year earlier, at dealer Oktoberfests, to allow for bigger window of registrations.

Square Route Rally
Rally announcement not yet in print ON, but it is on the BMWMOA website. Deadline for ON is 2/10/17; we get two quarter-pages for
free. Wes Fleming working on an ad. Bruce Dimon to reach out to Wes Fleming to confirm. Drew Alexander suggested offering free
rally passes as door prizes for preceding rallies. Maria Vandergucht suggested trading t -hirts with other clubs for door prizes. Clubs
we could engage: New Sweden Riders. Laurel Highlands, Dutch Country, etc. Identify clubs and prep for next meeting.
There is no rally logo yet for 43rd rally. Arrange to have rally flyer available for tech days.
Jose Abiles idea -- officially licensed tour guides at Gettysburg. Gettysburg tour would be an optional cost event prepaid with rally
registration. Maria Vandergucht to research. Sam Booth was offered as a possible guide (must be licensed with Park Service to offer
tours).
Drew Alexander suggested as keynote speaker Tamela Rich, author of “Live Full Throttle: Life Lessons From Friends Who Faced
Cancer.” For entertainment: Mark Delany (sp?) bluegrass trio. Drew Alexander to prepare chili Friday night.
Maria Vandergucht in charge of door prizes, and outreach to vendors. Drew Alexander: Rider Insurance, one of our past sponsors,
could be approached to up contribution and to sponsor dinner. Raising rally fee to cover t-shirts was discussed, t-shirts could be offered with all pre-registrations.
Dropbox account, what is the status? Bruce Dimon to research and ask Kurtis.
Software upgrades with Kris Betz for website and forum. Bruce Dimon to follow up.
Updating officer info, including pictures for the web site.
Update membership forms to make cellphone primary allow members to choose primary phone for membership directory. Few mem-

bers have landlines these days.

New business
Karen Ager reported the new member pins are being crunched in the mail. We could also save on postage by not sending them out
that way. What else can we provide to new members? Bruce Dimon moved that instead of mailing pins, first pin would be available at
first club event attended by the new member. Motion seconded and approved 6-0-0.
Rides Committee Chair Maria Vandergucht wants to have a states contest, themed contest, and pre-planned rides planned for each
breakfast. For rally rides, Drew Alexander will reach out too. Bruce Dimon to send files from previous years. Jim Pellenbarg lead rides
at the rally in the past. Mileage contest now part of Rides Committee.
Tom Rhodes would like a sponsored charity event of some sort. It was discussed that it’s OK to solicit rider participants, in the newsletter, etc., but not commit club funds for a specific charity.
Should we post Club events on Meetup? Tom Rhodes to research costs for Meetup and advantages and
present to Board.

Treasurer's Report
Accounting has not been maintained since April 2016. Bryan Hunt is getting statements from Suntrust. Tom
Rhodes needs to arrange payment to setup of BTS with outside vendor. It’s $100 per issue of BTS.
Drew Alexander moved to adjourn at 11:01. Motion seconded and approved 6-0-0.
Next meeting date to be determined. Bob’s is the next dealer in the rotation.

Club Meeting

Mar 11 11:00 AM-12:00 PM

Morton's BMW Motorcycles, 5099 Jefferson Davis Hwy A, Fredericksburg, VA 22408, USA
Board of Directors at 10 am
General Membership at 11 am
Jeff Massey will have just returned a few days earlier from the world dealer intro in Portugal of the new G 310s, new R nineT variants, and more. Should be a lot to discuss!
Breakfast Ride - Maryland

Mar 18 10:00 AM-11:00 AM

Old Town Diner, 307 Main Street, Myersville, MD 21773, United States
Maryland Breakfast Ride on the third Saturday of each month at the Old Town Diner. The eggs are fresh and the great roads around
West Mar feel a hundred miles away from the city.
Dealer: Season Start Open House

Mar 25 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Bob's BMW Motorcycles, 10720 Guilford Rd, Jessup, MD 20794, USA
Riders of all makes and models are invited to kick off the season on March 25 at Bob’s BMW! Watch and learn what a full service
entails and get all of your questions answered on the spot by our Master Certified Techs performing the service. Food, prizes, special savings, and the all the latest 2017 motorcycles, accessories, and apparel! Visit bobsbmw.com for complete details
Dealer: Ride and Shine Open House

Mar 25 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Morton's BMW Motorcycles, 5099 Jefferson Davis Hwy A, Fredericksburg, VA 22408, USA
Our Morton's BMW Spring Open House will occur on Saturday, March 25 this year. While we usually hold these in April, BMW is
encouraging dealers to participate in a national open house on this date, and we're happy to oblige. So please join us for all the usual festivities, including new model intros, free BBQ (and vegetarian) lunch, great door prizes, and much more form 9am-4pm on Saturday, March 25. See you there!
Breakfast Ride - Virginia

Mar 26 8:30 AM-9:30 AM

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124, United States
Come join us for some great conversation and some good food. Then enjoy the roads around historic Clifton. http://
www.themainstreetpub.net/home.aspx

BMWMOA: March Moto Madness

Mar 30-Apr 3

801 Steer Creek Rd., Tellico Plains, Tennessee 37385
Come kick off the riding season and join the Madness with 700 plus friends, old and new! March Moto Madness is taking place
again in Tellico Plains, Tennessee, from March 30 - April 2, 2017 and is a gathering of Adventurous riders from across the world.
Dealer: Track Day Seminars & Tech Tips

Apr 1 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Bob's BMW Motorcycles, 10720 Guilford Rd, Jessup, MD 20794, USA
All makes, models, and enthusiasts are invited to ride out and learn all there is to know about Track Days and Road Racing. If
you’ve always wanted to take your bike to the track or you’re a track day veteran that can come and share your experiences, join us!
Roger Lyle of MotorcycleXcitement Track Days and Road Racing School will discuss topics like how to prepare, what to bring, required gear, and what to expect from your track day experience. There will also be plenty of time for Q&A.
Pro MotoAmerica Racer and Track Day Coach, Jeremy Cook will share tech tips for enhancing performance and riding safe, and
give us the inside scoop on the technology and build of the BMW S1000RR.
Food truck will be onsite for lunch and guest speakers will lead seminars throughout the day: Visit bobsbmw.com for complete details.
Dealer: Monthly MOD Motorcycle Meetup

Apr 2 10:00 AM-1:00 PM

Motorcycles of Dulles, 22890 Quicksilver Drive, Suite 189, Dulles, VA 20166
All Riders and Non-Riders are welcome to join us here at Motorcycles of Dulles on the first Sunday of each month to enjoy light
complimentary refreshments and camaraderie.
Dealer: Spring Open House!

Apr 8 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Morton's BMW Motorcycles, 5099 Jefferson Davis Hwy A, Fredericksburg, VA 22408, USA
Details on Morton's website http://www.mortonsbmw.com
Bikes and Breakfast

Apr 9 8:00 AM-11:00 AM

Clifton, VA 20124, USA
Show up early to put your cool bike in a prime spot to show it off.
Breakfast Ride - Maryland

Apr 15 10:00 AM-11:00 AM

Old Town Diner, 307 Main Street, Myersville, MD 21773, United States
Maryland Breakfast Ride on the third Saturday of each month at the Old Town Diner.
Tech Day with JVB Productions

Apr 22 8:00 AM-5:00 PM

Jim Von Baden's House
Our Tech Chair hosts this Tech Day. Door prizes.
Breakfast Ride – Virginia

Apr 23 8:30 AM-9:30 AM

Main Street Pub, 7140 Main St, Clifton, VA 20124, United States
Come join us for some great conversation and some good food.
Horizons Unlimited 3rd Virginia Travellers Meeting

Apr 27-May 1

Holiday Lake 4-H Center and Camp, near Appomattox
It's All About Overland Adventure.
Whether you're a seasoned veteran with wisdom to share or a complete novice hungry for ideas and guidance, it doesn't matter if
you ride a motorcycle, a bicycle, or drive an expedition vehicle...
Horizons Unlimited meetings are for everyone who dreams of adventure along the road less travelled.
There will be presentations and tech clinics on Thursday evening; Friday and Saturday afternoons and evenings; and Saturday afternoon and evening. We plan ride-outs on Friday and Saturday mornings. Come early and make it a great weekend! We recommend riding in on Thursday and leaving on Sunday, and participating fully in the activities in between to make the most of your HU
experience.
Dealer: Spring Open House at Bob's

Apr 29 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Bob's BMW Motorcycles, 10720 Guilford Rd, Jessup, MD 20794, USA
Bob’s biggest event of the year! Riders and enthusiasts of all makes and models are invited to meetup for our Spring Open House!
Product Reps & Vendors, Seminars & Speakers, Special Sales, Food, Prizes, and more! Complete details coming soon! Visit
bobsbmw.com.
Face of America Ride

Apr 29-May 1

Crystal City to Gettysburg, PA
Support Wounded Warriors by escorting their bike ride
http://worldteamsports.org/events/face-of-america/
BMWMOA: 3rd Hopewell Road Rally

May 5-May 8

Hocking Hills State Park, 19852 State Route 664S, Logan, Ohio 43138
Join the Southeastern Ohio Beemers once again for a weekend of early spring riding in the hills of southern Ohio. The rally fee of
$65 gets you two nights of camping, Friday and Saturday night meals, guided historical tours of the earthworks and mounds of Ohio,
self-guided tours, endless coffee, Saturday night movies and door prizes. Rally is limited to 150 attendees.

Morton's Spring Fling

May 19-May 22

Virginia's Natural Bridge Park and Historic Hotel, 15 Appledore Ln, Natural Bridge, VA 24578, USA
We're gearing up for our seventh annual Spring Fling Rally, and you are all invited! From May19-21, we'll gather at the historic Natural Bridge in Virginia's scenic Shenandoah Valley for a weekend of fun, food, and friendship. Included in your $79 rally fee are Friday
evening Brats & Brews buffet dinner; Saturday evening catered buffet dinner; Saturday night presentation by Keith Thye; route
sheets for rides throughout the area; scavenger hunt poker run with separate prize for the winner; terrific door prizes; and a lot more!
See our website for all the details: http://www.mortonsbmw.com/springfling_2017.htm
New Sweden 450

May 20-May 22

Cycle Gear, 2070 E Rte 70, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003, USA
We are back for our fourth year! 450 miles of great back roads linked together in the tri-state area. The ride will take place over the
course of 2 days, traversing some of the best roads in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York. We provide doughnuts and coffee
during registration, free camping, a great dinner on Saturday night, prizes, a 50/50 drawing, a hearty breakfast on Sunday morning,
and a finisher’s patch. Route sheets will be provided at the starting location, directions will clearly indicate mileage, turns, and gas/
eating spots. *GPS uploads available (Donations accepted). This is not a group ride or a parade. Participants can elect to ride in
groups, with friends or solo. You decide your own pace. Ride starts at Cycle-Gear in Cherry-Hill, NJ and ends at PJ Whelihans. Sign
-In between 8:30-10 am Saturday, May 20th at Cycle-Gear. Cycle-Gear is located at 2070 Rt. 70 (East) Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 and
PJ Whelihans is located at 1854, Rt. 70 (East) Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 Pre-register NOW for $55 (SAVE $10) - Register day of event
for $65 (Credit cards accepted) Additional lodging options are available in and around the camping area (Hotel, B&B, etc) near East
Branch, NY. More info at http://450.nsbmwr.com
Classic Motorcycle Day Featuring BMW

May 21-May 22

High Point Farm, 23730 Frederick Rd, Clarksburg, MD 20871, USA
British & European Classic Motorcycle Day is one of the largest events of its kind, with a field full of all types of Classic British & European motorcycles; swap meet vendor area; Tech Talks; and much more. We are located in the rolling countryside of Maryland,
close to Washington, DC and Baltimore. The all-volunteer staff has planned and produced this event for 15 years (30 years if you
count the previous incarnation, ‘British Motorcycle Day’). We give back to the community and have donated thousands of dollars to
Montgomery County Police Explorers, an organization that gives our local youth a chance to explore what it is like have a career in
law enforcement.
For 2017, British & European Classic Motorcycle day will feature the BMW marque. We will have a display of these venerated machines front and center on the Concours Field. There are over 20 Brit & Euro classes for the judged concours and over 75 plaques
and ribbons to be awarded, and door prizes awarded to select Concours winners. The vendor area will have Classic British & European parts and accessories, complete bikes, project bikes, maybe even that elusive piece you need to finish a bike you’re working
on. The 2017 event poster (left) features artwork from the artist at MotoSepia.com. We will have event T-shirts and posters available
for sale the day of the event. We will also have a Tech Session presented by a classic motorcycle pro during the event. The date is
May 21, 2017, don’t miss it!
43rd Annual Square Route Rally

Jun 2-Jun 5

Camp West Mar, Thurmont, Maryland
Join us at the 43rd Annual Square Route Rally at Camp West Mar in the Catoctin Mountains of Maryland. There is plenty of camping
in the grass field and a limited number of beds in the bunk houses are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. There are a lot of
twisty roads in the surrounding hills, field events, seminars, self-guided & guided guides (adventurous and paved), and an optional
(extra cost) professionally guided tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield. check out our website for more details and updates at BMW
Bikers of Metropolitan Washington.
Howdy neighbor! Just wanted to make sure y'all mark your calendars for the 43rd Annual Square Route Rally on June 2-4, 2017. As
usual, it's up yonder at Camp WestMar in Thurmont, MD and y'all are invited!
Along with ridin' motorbikes along some of the finest roads, eatin' some delicious vittles from Chubbys BBQ and campin' with some
mighty fine folks, we'll swap some stories round the campfire and at the Moonshiners Shed (BYOJ bring your own jug). Two
wheeled travel expert and author, Tamela Rich http://www.tamelarich.com is comin' north to spin a tale or two about travelin' through
Appalachia and we'll kick up our heels with some Bluegrass Saturday night!
Spread the word, bring your kin & neighbors, put on your ridin' britches & come on down to the Square Route Hootenanny!
BMWMOA: 15th Annual Laurel Highlands BMW Riders Campout

Jun 9-Jun 12

Pioneer Park Campground, 273 Trent Rd, Somerset, PA 15501, USA
We return to Pioneer Park Campground located in south central Pennsylvania. Pioneer Park is a terrific full-service camping resort
with excellent showers and facilities. Admission is just $50.00 for the full weekend ($45 if pre-registered) and includes, two nights
camping, three meals, loads of door prizes, self-guided ride info and 15th Annual rally pin for the first 100 pre registrants.
Friday evening enjoy Gourmet Dump Stew (bring a can or 2 to add to the pot), hotdogs & snacks till their gone.
Morning Coffee & tea.
Saturday Catered dinner.
Tons of door prizes.
Hearty send-off breakfast Sunday morning!
Pavilion, picnic tables, hot showers, campfires allowed-wood provided! Motels & Restaurants nearby. Sat. night campground band!
Discounts for one night, not camping or 16 or younger. No Day Passes.
http://www.thevuelta.com/2017_Campout_Registration.pdf

BMW RA National Rally

Jul 6-Jul 9

Petoskey, MI 49770, USA
Join us July 6, 7 & 8th, 2017 in Petoskey, Michigan, on the shores of Lake Michigan for 3 days of camping, vendor shopping, seminars and door prizes. Cool nights, great riding, plenty of other lodging in the area and many great roads to explore. You’ll be less
than an hour away from the Great Mackinac Bridge.
45th BMW MOA International Rally

Jul 13-Jul 16

Utah State Fairpark, 155 1000 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84116, USA
The BMW Motorcycle Owners of America is pleased to announce the 45th BMW MOA International Rally – the rally’s sapphire anniversary - will be held at the Utah State Fairpark in Salt Lake City, Utah, July 13th through the 16th, 2017.
Utah is a rider’s wonderland with 21 national parks and monuments, 40 state parks, and seven national forests. Easy day rides from
the Fairpark will take you into the mountains to Park City, the Utah Olympic Park, and the year-round resorts of Alta, Solitude, and
Snowbird.
Salt Lake City is located between the Great Salt Lake and the west side of the spectacular Wasatch Mountains. About 530 miles
west of Denver, 765 miles east of Portland and 425 miles northeast of Las Vegas, it is often called the crossroads of the west. Hosting the 2002 Winter Olympic Games infused the city with an international flavor, while still maintaining a friendly, “small city” feel.
The rally site is spread over 65 acres and close to the intersection of I-15 and I-80 for easy access. A light rail system terminal just
outside the grounds provides easy transportation to thousands of hotel rooms, hundreds of restaurants and numerous quality micro
breweries.
To find out more about this great state, check out the book “Ride Utah!” by Dave Magdiel. At over 300 pages it lists suggested
routes, places to stay and eat, and provides a great appreciation of your riding opportunities going to, and returning from, the rally.
Information about the Utah State Fairpark can be found at utahstatefairpark.com, and information about the greater Salt Lake area
can be found at Visit Salt Lake on their web site at visitsaltlake.com.
The Salt Lake rally site is located in the MOA’s Rally Zone 1. For those wanting to know more about these zones or about the rally
site selection requirements, visit the BMW MOA website at bmwmoa.org. More information and FAQs about the 2017 Salt Lake Rally will be published beginning in January through the BMW MOA media and at bmwmoa.org.
2017 Touratech Rally East

Aug 17-Aug 21

Huntingdon, PA 16652, USA
We're working hard to put together amazing rallies on both coasts for the summer of 2017. Rally West in Plain, WA (June 22-25) is
the largest gathering of ADV enthusiasts in the USA and Rally East in Huntingdon, PA (August 17-20) is growing just as fast.
Early Bird Discount Tickets for Rally West go on sale on Jan 1, 2017 and Rally East - March 1, 2017.
By popular demand, Baja 1000 winner and Dakar finisher, Jimmy Lewis is going to be on site again next summer. We'll be adding
more names and features over the course of the winter and spring!

