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10 Days Since Last RideFrom the President

My coffee machine reported “15 Min. Since Last 
Brew” this morning. It is fancy.  It inspired some 
thoughts around how I use the motorcycle to 
recharge, and reset.  Like many of us, my day job 
is extremely demanding. My home life is busy and 
stressful, at times.  Things move so quickly and I 
hop from task to task quickly forgetting how my 
extra curricular actives help me manage my busy 
life.  They are swept aside, thought of as luxuries 
that I cannot afford the time to enjoy until the real 
work gets done. 

Today, I moved my R1200GS from my old 
apartment to my new one.  It was on a long list of 
“must do” items and I dreaded the process.  I had 
to get to Taylor’s house somehow, I had to check 
the bike over - pack a few remaining items on the 
bike, and then ride it back to my new apartment.  
The trip was a total of 6 miles. I had to work at the 
office in the afternoon so I ran some quick errands 
and took a car service to Taylor’s in the morning. 
The bike started right up, everything checked out.  
It had been weeks since I had thrown a leg over 
her and I instantly felt connected, and comforted 
when I twisted the throttle. I rolled out of Taylor’s 
driveway taking a deep breath, flicking down 
my visor and leaning through the first turn with 
enthusiasm. Honestly, I could have kept riding…
for another 750 miles. Instead, I parked her in her 
new covered parking space, ran my hands along 
the tank and smiled.  That ride, as short as it was, 
reminded me how important making time for this 
is for my mental health. 

I moved one block from my office.  For the last 
year I had been commuting on the bike to the 
office whenever possible.  Yes, it was DC traffic, 
and yes, I was often wanting to kick in the 

windows of the cagers on 
my right.  (I cannot imagine 
how I would be able to 
physically pull it off on the 
left from a balance and 
physics perspective.)  Yet, I 
was excited at the end of the 
shift, knowing I was about 
to get on the bike.  I had a 
smile on my face 99 percent 
of the time on arrival at 
Taylor’s.  I am going to 
miss that, and after today I 
realize how important it 
is for me to prioritize and 
make time for the bike. 

The cool fog is rolling in and the leaves have turned, it is fall.  Many 
of us consider this to be the best riding season.  Make time for it.  I 
realize that hobbies can seem like a luxury, something that takes less 
priority than work, home tasks, shopping, or any of the myriad things 
we are compelled to do from day to day. Perhaps attempt to look at 
motorcycling through a new lens.  The lens that illustrates how the 
hobby, motorcycling, creates balance (pun intended) in your life. It is 
a part of your identity, it provides a break from your work brain. Make 
time for your motorcycling life, work it in and prioritize it.  You will find 
that it will provide perspective and comfort. 

On a related note, this is nearly the last article I will be writing for 
Between the Spokes.  I have only one more.  I wrote in last months 
article that we need help to keep the club going and that has not 
changed.  The current board, with the exception of Karen, are not going 
to run for next year.  This means we need some of you to step up and 
carry the torch (see page 7 for the ballot). We cannot let a 42 year old 
institution fade away.  Prioritize motorcycling, prioritize the club. You 
will be glad that you did.

by Kurtis Minder

Between the Spokes (BTS), the monthly magazine of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington (BMWBMW), is published solely for the use of its members. Any reproduction
of its contents without the written permission of BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. Back
issues can be downloaded free of charge at www.bmwbmw.org/archive.

BTS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No photo is too 
large, no article is too small! Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may not appear in 
the month they are submitted. Materials may be edited for length, content or style. Send all 
submissions to the editor. Classified ads are free to active club members and run on a rolling, 
space available basis. Commercial vendors can see advertising rates and requirements at www.
bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display ads must be submitted no later than the 15th of the month 
preceding the month of publication.

Please submit address changes and all membership correspondence via email to Membership@
BMWBMW.org. BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA club #40 and BMW RA club #15.

www.bmwbmw.org
© 2016 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington.
All rights reserved.

BMWBMW is currently seeking a Media Chair, an Editor to take 
over Between the Spokes, and several committee chairs. If you’re 
interested in any of these positions, contact any sitting Board of 
Directors member.

If you enjoy what you see here, we encourage you to join the club. 
Come to a meeting (see the calendar) or contact the Membership 
Chair for more information.

BMWBMW welcomes motorcycle riders on all marques, but as 
we are specifically a BMW club, we have found our members gain 
more from the fellowship if they own or are at least interested in 
owning a BMW motorcycle. Antique, airhead, oilhead, camhead, 
hexhead or wethead — all are welcome here.
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HATTON FERRY 

It was one of those perfect late-summer weekends; 
stunning weather and a planned ride.  I set out early 
Friday morning, hoping to avoid some of the DC rush 
to meet up with Ed, Elsie and Ron.  From Front Royal 
we headed down the road to the Dickey Ridge Visitors’ 
Center and the start of Skyline Drive.  If you don’t 
have a National Parks Pass, there’s a $15 entry fee for 
a motorcycle.  Being that it was a weekday and the fall 
colors were not at their peak, traffic was light.  The 35 
mph speed limit is taken seriously.  With the gentle curves 
it is not a challenging road, but it is great for working on 
riding skills – looking through the curve, lane position, 
body position, etc.  The morning was somewhat foggy so 
we didn’t stop at any of the many scenic overlooks.  We 
did stop at a few in the afternoon.  Skyline Drive ends 
at Waynesboro and there are several hotels from which 
to choose, should you decide to plan a weekend outing 
yourself.

The next morning 
brought what 
was supposed to 
be the highlight 
of the trip.  Near 
Scottsville, VA lies 
the Hatton Ferry, 
the last remaining 
poled ferry in 
the US.  It was 
established in 1870 
as Brown’s Landing 
to transport goods 
across the James 

River.  It was moved to its current location in 1874.  The 
ferry was named for Frank Hatton in 1883, who had been 
Postmaster General and was editor of the Washington Post 
until his death in 1894.  For over 145 years the ferry has 
carried vehicles, passengers and cargo using the river’s 
current and manual labor.

Approaching from the south it was just before 9AM on 
Saturday when we turned off White Rock Rd (VA 695) 
onto Hatton Ferry Rd (VA 625) (3/4 mile of easy dirt).  A 
small sign posted at the turnoff claimed the ferry operates 
mid-Apr to mid-Oct, 9-5 on Saturday and 12-5 on Sunday.  
Our timing seemed perfect.

There was a large (and very empty) parking lot at the ferry 
landing.  Although there are no services on the south side, 
it looked eerily deserted.  We dismounted and wandered 
to the water’s edge.  It was obvious that the water level 
was rather low.  Although the ferry itself was at the north 
landing, there seemed to be no activity there either.  We 
snapped a few pictures and discussed our options.  We 
decided to ride around to the north ferry landing to see 
what it looked like.  By now it was well after 9AM (the 
opening time of the ferry) and still no sign of activity on 
either side of the river.

by Karen Ager

Continued on Page 6

Visit www.bmwbmw.org/events for more details on these events.
Know of an event of interest? Send the info to events@bmwbmw.org and well make a note of it here. 

BTS NEEDS MORE CONTENT. BMWBMW NEEDS A MEDIA CHAIR AND AN EDITOR. It could be you! 
Contact Kurtis Minder (president@bmwbmw.org) to volunteer your time to help out with Between the Spokes. 

BTS is only as good as you make it!

calendar of events * indicates BMWBMW Events

EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION

Baltimore Breakfast ride Nov 5 9:00 AM-11:00 AM Cockeysville, MD

Board of Directors Meeting Nov 12 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Fredericksburg, VA

Club General Membership Meeting Nov 12 11:00 AM-12:00 PM Fredericksburg, VA

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Nov 19 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Myersville, MD

Dealer: 2nd Annual Black Friday Ride Nov 25 10:30 AM-12:30 PM Jessup, MD

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Nov 27 8:30 AM-9:30 AM Clifton, VA

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Nov 27 8:30 AM-9:30 AM Clifton, VA

Baltimore Breakfast ride Dec 3 9:00 AM-11:00 AM Cockeysville, MD

Board of Directors Meeting Dec 10 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Gaithersburg, MD 

Club General Membership Meeting Dec 10 11:00 AM-12:00 PM Gaithersburg, MD 

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Dec 17 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Myersville, MD 

Dealer: Holiday Cheer Open House Dec 17 9:00 AM-4:00 PM Jessup, MD

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Dec 17 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Myersville, MD

Polar Bear Ride Jan 1 10:00 AM-4:00 PM Falls Church, VA

International Motorcycle Show Jan 6 4:00 PM-8:00 PM Washington, DC

International Motorcycle Show Jan 7 10:00 AM-8:00 PM Washington, DC

International Motorcycle Show Jan 8 10:00 AM-5:00 PM Washington, DC

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Jan 21 10:00 AM-11:00 AM Myersville, MD

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Jan 22 8:30 AM-9:30 AM Clifton, VA
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We retraced our route back 
to the main road, crossing the 
river via VA 20.  From Main St 
in Scottsville we took Warren 
St (VA 726) which turned into 
James River Rd.  After several 
miles we turned left at Hatton 
Ferry Rd (VA 625), which led 
to the ferry.  (This route is all 
paved.)

As we parked the bikes, the 
ferry operator, Captain Rick, 
came over to us, explaining 
that he couldn’t take us across 
the river due to the low water 
level.  We asked if we could 
just look around a bit.  He 
enthusiastically welcomed 
us to his “domain.”  He even 
offered to let us ride the bikes 
onto the ferry for a photo 
shoot.  We declined this offer.  
Captain Rick is a wealth of 
information about the history 
of the ferry and its operation.  
He also described recent 
flooding in the area, showing 

us the water level marks on the side of the ferry house.  Since we were his only “passengers”, we were getting our own private 
tour.  Apparently, from mid-Apr to mid-Jun, ferry operation is reliable.  After mid-Jun it depends on the weather.  This year has 
been too hot and dry to maintain river water levels, so it would be unsafe to operate the ferry.  Captain Rick’s enthusiasm for the 
ferry was contagious.  By the time we parted company, we were filled with a sense of history and a renewed desire to visit the 
ferry when the water level is higher.  Planning has started for a trip in late spring 2017.

From here we simply headed to US 15 and toward 
DC.  Even though we weren’t able to ride the Hatton 
Ferry, it was still a great weekend – friends, roads, 
history and my GS.  What could be better than that?

HATTON FERRY  (CONT.)

2017 Election Ballot

Please mark appropriate selections. If selecting a write-in, please print clearly.

PRESIDENT: Bruce Dimon

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

VICE PRESIDENT: Drew Alexander

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

SECRETARY: Paul Wilson

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

TREASURER:

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

MEDIA CHAIR:

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Karen Ager

q Affirm q Write In  ________________________________________

3 Ways to Send in Your Ballot:

SEND YOUR BALLOT IN BY MAIL

Address envelope to:
BMWBMW 2017 Election
654 Bay Green Drive
Arnold, MD 21012

SEND YOUR BALLOT IN BY EMAIL

Address: elections@bmwbmw.org
Subject: 2017 Election

List your choices in the body and be sure to include your member number for validation of your status.

All club members and associates in good standing may participate in the election. Don’t forget to volunteer to serve on any 
of our committees with a Board member. Every committee chair and Board member would love to hear from you with a 
commitment of time and assistance.


