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PLEASE HELP!From the President

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
club picnic, the swap meet, and this years’ 
Oktoberfest! We at BMWBMW really know  
how to round out the summer!  

As the proverbial sun sets on rally season and 
event season, the fall riding season spins up.  Fall 
has always been my favorite riding season: the 
smell of the air, the falling leaves inspire, burning 
leaves leave that smokey haze in the distance. 
Fall is also signaling it is time for BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington elections. Traditionally, 
much of the board has served more than one 
year - some staying on for four or more years 
serving the club.  This year is unusual because the 
incumbent board members are not running for 
office this year.  This leaves each position up for 
new volunteers. BMWBMW is a 501c non-profit, 
and has traditional board meetings monthly to 
oversee the operations of the club. In addition to 
the board positions, there are committee positions 
that organize our events and participation in the 
greater motorcycle community. 

Winston Churchill said “You make a living by 
what you get. You make a life by what you give.”  
This club has persevered for over 40 years on 
the contributions and volunteer efforts of the 
members. It remains one of the oldest and largest 
BMW regional clubs in the country.  This year 
was particularly tough, as the board could not 
seem to coordinate due to work schedules, etc. 
Regardless, we put our best foot forward and 
made the most of it.  We (ANDY!) made the square 
route rally a huge success, despite the doom and 
gloom weather reports.  We had great attendance 
at the breakfasts, rides thanks to Bruce Dimon’s 
hard work and diligence. We had a successful 
picnic and Oktoberfest, thanks to Andy, Ed and 
Barb’s gracious dedication of time and effort. 
Despite losing possibly the best contributor 
to Between The Spokes ever, we managed to 
continue to produce the magazine and maintain 
our advertisers.  I would like to thank Mike Potter, 
Shannon Krammes, Kris Betz, Bruce Dimon, Andy 
Dooley, and Karen Ager for their contribution 
thus far (and through December). Please consider 
honoring these board and committee members by 
volunteering this year to keep the club alive and 
growing.  

Traditionally, we post the position statements in the 
October newsletter, but we have no candidates.  
Please send your interest, questions to president@
bmwbmw.org and elections@bmwbmw.org. 

Here is an excerpt from the club 
bylaws on what each of the board 
members roles are.   

The President shall preside over 
and set the agenda for the General 
membership meetings, and other 
club group events  The President 
also acts as the club spokesperson 
when dealing with other clubs and 
organizations, when a single voice is 
needed. The president is responsible 
for the monitoring of state and 
federal regulations concerning 
motorcycling and for coordinating efforts by the club and companion 
organizations to ensure that the views of the club are properly presented. 

The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President during his 
absence or inability to act. A close working relationship between the 
President and Vice President helps to smooth the rough spots that might 
otherwise occur. The Vice President shall also serve as the chairperson 
of the Rally Committee. The Rally Committee is responsible for the 
planning, organization, and management of the rally.  

The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings of the club, and also 
serve as Secretary to the Board of Directors. The Secretary shall prepare 
written minutes of all official business transacted at Board meetings and 
general meetings and verbally present these minutes at each general 
meeting.  

The Treasurer shall receive and dispense all funds of the club. 

In addition to the board, we have volunteer committees for: 

Membership Committee is responsible for disseminating information to 
all interested parties and maintaining, with the help of the Treasurer, a 
current membership list.  

Media Committee is responsible for the club’s online and print presence.  

Editor, Between the Spokes (BTS)
There are three facets to the job. The first includes collecting content for 
publication, including articles from the membership and the Board of 
Directors, obtaining advertisements from advertisers, and coordinating 
various monthly and seasonal events that need to be published. The 
second is laying out and editing the monthly publication, then ensuring 
it is delivered to the printer in order that the membership receives it on 
or near the first day of the month. Lastly, highlight features and event 
information from the newsletter must be delivered (preferably by email) 
to the club’s Webmaster for inclusion on the club’s website. 

The Webmaster is responsible for the design and content of the club’s 
website and electronic mailing list(s). The Webmaster must keep the site 
updated with current content, take advantage of current web technology, 
and ensure the site is functioning properly. The Webmaster is also 
responsible for interacting with web vendors, maintaining the club’s 

by Kurtis Minder

From the President (CONT.)

domain name registration/certificate, and sending 
out periodic emails to the club membership at the 
instruction of the Board of Directors. 

The Meetings & Events Committee is responsible 
for arranging places and programs for general 
membership and Board of Directors meetings, and 
for arranging places for club events not covered by 
other committees.  

The Rides Committee is responsible for the 
planning, organization, and management of 
regularly scheduled, ride-related activities.  

The Technical Committee shall serve as a 
clearinghouse for technical assistance, organize 
club Tech Days/Slack Packs, maintain club special 
tools, and submit a yearly written inventory in 
January to be published in the club newsletter. 

The Safety Committee is responsible for the promotion of safe riding 
practices by club members and for coordination of the activities of the 
club in the promotion of greater safety for all motorcyclists. 

The Government Affairs Committee is responsible for the monitoring 
of state and federal regulations concerning motorcycling and for 
coordinating efforts by the club and companion organizations to ensure 
that the views of the club are properly presented. 

The Sales Committee will maintain an inventory of club supplies and 
equipment available for sale, and make these items available to the 
general membership at meetings and other events. 

The Elections Committee is responsible for developing a slate of 
candidates to serve as Officers and Committee chairpersons. 

The next official club event will be the Holiday Party in January.   
Hope to see you at a club breakfast ride soon!  Cheers!

mailto:buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=41
mailto:buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=41
mailto:elections@bmwbmw.org
http://www.bobsbmw.com
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BUTTLITE VIII 

Between the Spokes (BTS), the monthly magazine of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington (BMWBMW), is published solely for the use of its members. Any reproduction
of its contents without the written permission of BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. Back
issues can be downloaded free of charge at www.bmwbmw.org/archive.

BTS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No photo is too 
large, no article is too small! Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may not appear in 
the month they are submitted. Materials may be edited for length, content or style. Send all 
submissions to the editor. Classified ads are free to active club members and run on a rolling, 
space available basis. Commercial vendors can see advertising rates and requirements at www.
bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display ads must be submitted no later than the 15th of the month 
preceding the month of publication.

Please submit address changes and all membership correspondence via email to Membership@
BMWBMW.org. BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA club #40 and BMW RA club #15.

www.bmwbmw.org
© 2016 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington.
All rights reserved.

BMWBMW is currently seeking a Media Chair, an Editor to take 
over Between the Spokes, and several committee chairs. If you’re 
interested in any of these positions, contact any sitting Board of 
Directors member.

If you enjoy what you see here, we encourage you to join the club. 
Come to a meeting (see the calendar) or contact the Membership 
Chair for more information.

BMWBMW welcomes motorcycle riders on all marques, but as 
we are specifically a BMW club, we have found our members gain 
more from the fellowship if they own or are at least interested in 
owning a BMW motorcycle. Antique, airhead, oilhead, camhead, 
hexhead or wethead — all are welcome here.

Some motorcycle journeys are about the roads and 
scenery.  Other trips are more focused on the destinations.  
The latter was the case when my husband, Philip, and I 
headed to Denver.  The trip started with a crazy idea – 
Ride to Denver for the start of Butt Lite VIIII to support 
club members and friends that were participating in the 
rally.  (The Butt Lite is a six-day scavenger-hunt-type rally.  
Information is at http://www.teamstrange.com/buttlite_
archives.htm.)  This was going to be a long ride just watch 
a bunch of riders leave a parking lot.  But that’s what Long 
Distance riders do…..

Then I discovered the rally masters, Team Strange  
(http://www.teamstrange.com/strangers.htm), needed 
volunteers to assist with rally tasks, including checking 
riders in and technical inspection before the rally, 
scoring at the finish, and other tasks that inevitably pop 
up.  I volunteered to help at both ends.  This meant 
that I needed to be in Denver two weekends in a row, 
but would be free for the week in between.  Thus, the 
framework of the trip was set.

Planning:  In an effort to avoid the morning rush around 
the beltway, we decided to leave Fort Washington on 
Sunday morning instead of Monday.  This gave us more 
than enough time to cover 1600 miles at a leisurely pace. 
We included intermediate destinations in Indiana, St 
Louis, MO, and Monument, CO on the outbound leg and 
Monument, CO and Santa Fe, NM during the rally week.  
Our route took us mainly on interstates, which isn’t the 
most exciting or scenic, but maximized our time available 
for visiting family/friends.  

Westward leg: We spent the first night in Cross Lanes, 
WV.  At dinner we found a little “BMW” car hanging 
on the wall of the restaurant.  Wednesday night was 
spent in Russell, KS.  The hotel was fine, but I wouldn’t 
recommend eating at Meridy’s Restaurant.  The food was 
not good – How can you mess up canned corn?  And the  

server was surly, but only to us visitors.  With the locals 
she was chatty and all smiles.

Arrival in Denver: Rider check-in started Friday at 9AM.  
Many riders were lined up before the doors opened, 
so the initial rush was quite hectic.  We managed rider 
packets, necessary waivers, and SWAG bags.  From 
there the riders went to the parking lot for the technical 
inspection.  The schedule had check-in available all day 
Friday and most of Saturday.  However, most checked in 
early, making sure they had time to correct any issues that 
they discovered.  By noon on Saturday, we had basically 
finished this pre-rally phase.

Saturday: Team Strange hosted a rider’s meeting for those 
who were new to multi-day rallies.  Some of the veteran 
held a panel discussion of lessons learned over the years 
and gave the newbies an opportunity to ask questions or 
get general advice.  

by Karen Ager

Continued on Page 6

Visit www.bmwbmw.org/events for more details on these events.
Know of an event of interest? Send the info to events@bmwbmw.org and well make a note of it here. 

BTS NEEDS MORE CONTENT. BMWBMW NEEDS A MEDIA CHAIR AND AN EDITOR. It could be you! 
Contact Kurtis Minder (president@bmwbmw.org) to volunteer your time to help out with Between the Spokes. 

BTS is only as good as you make it!

calendar of events * indicates BMWBMW Events

EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION

Overland Expo East Oct 7-Oct 10 Asheville, NC

Colonial Virginia Rally, Sponsored by  
BMW Club of Hampton Roads

Oct 7-Oct 10 Lanexa, VA

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Oct 15 10:00am-11:00am Myersville, MD

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Oct 23 8:30am-9:30am Clifton, VA

Baltimore Breakfast Ride Nov 5 9:00am-11:00am Cockeysville, MD

Breakfast Ride - Maryland Nov 19 10:00am-11:00am Myersville, MD

Dealer: 2nd Annual Black Friday Ride Nov 25-Nov 26 Jessup, MD

Breakfast Ride - Virginia Nov 27 8:30am-9:30am Clifton, VA

Baltimore Breakfast Ride Dec 3 9:00am-11:00am Cockeysville, MD

Dealer: Holiday Cheer Open House Dec 17 9:00am-4:00pm  Jessup, MD

http://www.bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org
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at this point.  Apparently, the rally masters were up most of 
the night fielding questions and solving problems.

Sunday: There was a rider’s meeting and group picture at 
0645.  Promptly at 7AM, ButtLiteVIIII officially started.  The 
rally masters chose a controlled start, releasing one bike at 
a time since ongoing hotel renovations limited the amount 
of parking space available.  I was on the traffic control team 
that allowed the riders to safely exit the hotel lot with a 
minimum of disruption to the non-rally traffic flow.  After all 
of the riders left, Philip and I suited up and headed south.

Northbound leg:  Since the ride to Santa Fe was 
uncomfortably hot and dry, we chose to ride through the 
mountains on the way back north.  For this leg the route and 
scenery were the focal points.  From Santa Fe we headed 
north and west through Chama, NM to Pagosa Springs, 
CO.  We passed through South Fork and spent the night in 
Gunnison.  At Salida, we turned north to head into Denver.  
I wish we could have extended the trip by a week to take 
some of the side roads and explore the area more fully.  
But, alas, not this trip.  More options for rides in the future.  
There are some truly great roads in that part of the country.

Saturday very early: BMW rider Martin Cover was hit by a 
deer.  He was mostly OK physically, but his bike and hopes 
of finishing well were dashed.  As is so common, he was 
having a great time - and then suddenly he wasn’t.  We 
wish him well.

Saturday less early: Scoring started at 4AM.  Even if you 
plan a perfect route and execute your plan flawlessly, you 
still aren’t finished with the rally.  The rally book states what 
needs to be done to earn the bonus points.  Everything must 
be EXACTLY correct or else the points are lost.  Many of the 
bonus locations required a photo of a specific item along 
with the rider’s rally flag.  Some of the bonuses required 
information to be written in the rally book.  Sometimes a 
receipt is what is needed.   The scoring process can be even 

more rigorous than the riding.  After scoring, there was 
much sleeping and general relaxation among the riders.  

Saturday evening: Everyone had stories to tell at the 
Finisher’s Banquet & Awards Ceremony that evening.  The 
atmosphere was definitely more relaxed than at the Starting 
Banquet.  About 100 riders initially entered Butt Lite VIIII.  
Seventy-eight riders finished with Troy Martin taking first 
and BMWBMW member, Kirsten Talken-Spaulding, placing 
2nd.  Congratulations, Kirsten!  As for other club members, 
Lisa Hecker was 53rd and Tina Venters placed 75th.

Sunday: Everyone said their goodbyes and headed to the 
four winds.  Another successful rally is in the books, and 
another ride planned and executed.  It doesn’t get any better 
than this!  See you on the road.

Butt Lite VIII photos are here:
rickcorwine.smugmug.com/
Motorcycles/2016-Butt-Lite-VIII/n-xhtvGk/i-CHmvr2w

Some ride reports are here:
buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-
01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-
08:00&max-results=41

Note:  Photos 1,2,3,10 taken by Karen Ager; photos 4-8 by 
Philip Ager; photo 9 by Cameron Johnson  

BUTTLITE VIII  (CONT.)

The Starting Banquet that night was great fun – at least 
for the volunteers.  Many of the riders were a little 
stressed about the upcoming six days, although they 
did their best to enjoy the food and camaraderie that 
comes with such social events.  Then, the moment 
arrived for the rally books to be passed out.  You could 
feel the tension.  The book was 53 pages long and 
included a description of 170 potential bonus locations 
covering the western US and parts of Canada.  In 
addition there were six themed combo bonuses for 
extra points.  The riders were given all of the bonus 
locations for the entire rally at the start rather than 
getting a bonus listing for each leg.  Each rider had 
to plan a reasonable route, given the constraints of 
time, distance and physical stamina, to obtain the 
most points possible and still make it to the required 
checkpoints on time.  I was happy just to be a spectator 

Continued on Page 7

BUTTLITE VIII  (CONT.)

http://rickcorwine.smugmug.com/Motorcycles/2016-Butt-Lite-VIII/n-xhtvGk/i-CHmvr2w
http://rickcorwine.smugmug.com/Motorcycles/2016-Butt-Lite-VIII/n-xhtvGk/i-CHmvr2w
http://buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=41
http://buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=41
http://buttliteviii.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2016-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2017-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=41
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Although we sat upright on the BMW Montauks and 
Phoenixes, we did not lean back and stretch out as much 
as the modified American cruisers. I once rode a Victory 
with shoulder-high apes and felt like I was hanging onto a 
trapeze bar and being dragged forward because I had such 
poor leverage on the handlebars. However, my nephew 
praises them for being comfortable when your feet are 
stretched straight out in front on the highway pegs. In my 
club I see a lot of bikes with handlebar risers and foot peg 
lowering mounts. 

Comfort on the Interstate requires stretching your legs and 
arms but control on the twisting roads demands a forward 
lean for leverage. Either extreme is uncomfortable for me 
but we all learn to fit ourselves to our choice of bikes. If we 
want to ride fast, we choose a sporting posture but if we 
choose a relaxed pace, then leaning back can be relaxing. 

There is no question that a long, low cruiser goes slower 
around a mountain road than a high, narrow sport bike. 
Cornering clearance on the cruisers is lost so that they 
can sit lower. Ironically, the wide primary cases on the 
Big Twins force riders to bow their legs when they plant 
both feet at a stop. This requires the seat to be lower then 
necessary for a narrow bike. The result is a bike that scrapes 
in a fast corner. The response is to ride at a relaxing, 
not exciting pace. Our group ride through the hills of 
Pennsylvania was relaxed enough for us to look around and 
enjoy the sights and sounds. 

Oh, the sounds! They are not exaggerating when they say 
“rolling thunder.” This charity ride had 250 bikes of which 
only one was a BMW, two were Japanese sport bikes, thirty 
or forty were metric cruisers, and the rest were American 
Iron. Most had modified exhaust pipes and none were 
changed to be quieter. There is no question that everybody 
notices us pass. Whether it annoys or impresses the people 
we pass, the riders know they are noticed. It is both a visual 
and auditory conspicuity. Hundreds of tattooed riders on 
gleaming loud machines will turn every head. Even if only 
a minority thinks us cool, most are impressed even if they 
do not want to admit it. 

The size of the group rolling down the road is impressive 
too. Unlike our club rides, on this benefit run, everybody is 
a member of the group. The ride started at eleven o’clock 
and that is when every bike started up and began to roll. 
The philosophy is not for everybody to ride their own 
ride but for the group to proceed at a pace that will be 
comfortable for all. This safer because the group is too large 
not to be noticed. Also nobody has to ride faster then their 
comfort level just to keep up with the group so it is more 
comfortable for all. The trick to keeping the group together 
is to get other road users to treat us as a single entity and 

not separate vehicles. To achieve this, the lead riders stop at 
every intersection where a vehicle does not have the right-
of-way and block the intersection so the rest of the group 
can pass as one. Then the blockers fall into line at the back 
of the group. Nobody gets separated and nobody has to 
race to catch up because they stopped for a red light. 

How do the drivers react as they watch the parade of 
bike go by? In rural Pennsylvania they patiently wait four 
minutes for the group and we are confident they enjoy the 
show. Four minutes is not a long time; the traffic light into 
my neighborhood is that long for a full cycle. The group 
feels it is reasonable to ask the public to respect their desire 
to stay together for safety and convenience. There was a 
single instance of an irate driver yelling at the blocker to 
get out of his way. His light was green and he intended to 
go through regardless of the group’s presence. I wondered 
if the local law enforcement would disapprove of the 
group’s action. However, my nephew’s club is composed  
entirely of federal law enforcement officers from the federal 
penitentiary and I expect they would extend them this 
“professional courtesy.” 

At the midpoint break during this long, slow group ride, 
several of the leather-vested riders expressed surprised that 
I was wearing my Aerostitch and full-face helmet. Given 
the pace of the ride and the size of the group, most felt 
comfortable riding without a helmet. A leather vest is their 
one item of motorcycle-specific clothing. 

Continued on Page 10

Every year my nephew’s motorcycle club hosts a benefit ride 
for local disabled children. It is a pretty ride through the rural 
hills of north central Pennsylvania. I like to go to support their 
good cause and also because it is the only motorcycle event 
that I share with family. His parents and sister also attend. In 
addition to family, it also gives this BMW rider a look into how 
the other half rides. I’m struck by the differences between the 
cruiser, sport, and touring bike club’s and, although I prefer 
what is familiar to me, I can see the attraction of the cruisers’ 
comradery. My point of writing this is not to criticize our 
differences but to try and understand them. We can learn from 
each other and thereby increase our enjoyment of riding. 

The first and most obvious difference is how the riders dress 
for the ride. The cruisers’ predominant color is black: black tee 
shirts, black helmets, and black leather vests. This color choice 
serves the purpose of providing the background for whatever 
design is displayed on the black field. The tee shirts display the logo of a dealership, the vests display the club colors, and the 
helmets display the stickers. 

Stickers are a common element between the Beemer and Harley riders although we use them differently. Of course we European 
bikers like to plaster our panniers with logos for rallies and places we have been. The cruisers would never attach something to 
their saddlebags or any part of their motorcycles. Their stickers are reserved for their helmets and express their opinions about 
helmet laws, bad drivers, and society in general. Some of the stickers are funny and many are politically incorrect - that’s true for 
both groups. 

Like our metric bikes, Harleys have their farkles. Theirs are flashier while ours are more electronic. Many of their bikes had cool 
light effects through the use of colored LED strips and small spotlights to highlight the shiniest bits of the engines. An interesting 
favorite are long tassels hanging from the handlebar ends that almost touch the ground while cornering. Unusual, but no sillier 
than fake Mohawk hair glued to the top of our helmets. While electronics are more common on Beemers, some of the Harley 
touring bikes have amazing touchscreens for navigation and audio controls. The screens were seven inches instead of the 
common five. The maps showed so much more detail at that size and my older eyes were jealous of the clarity. 

Of course, all the bikes were clean and shiny. 
Cruisers use a lot of metal in their bodywork 
and the paint has depth and luster unlike 
plastic. The colored plastic bodywork on my 
RT could never shine like that. BMW used to 
take pride in their paint jobs but now it’s all 
plastic. I remember chatting with a long-time 
Harley rider at an event when a R90S from 
the early 1970s caught his eye. He remarked 
that the two-toned airbrushed paint was 
gorgeous and was amazed when I told him it 
was stock from the factory. BMW can make 
a gorgeous paint job but would we buy it 
today? Many Harley riders complimented the 
BMW cruisers for their originality and beauty 
and asked why they stopped making them. I 
replied they stopped making them because 
the Harley riders did not trade in their 
American bikes for the German cruisers. 

HOW THE OTHER HALF RIDES by Bruce Dimon

Continued on Page 9

HOW THE OTHER HALF RIDES (CONT.)
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They were skeptical of my claims that the vented nylon suit 
flowed enough air to keep me cool and that the light yellow 
color was effective at reflecting the sun’s heat. I replied that 
I always wore the suit and was used to it. Truthfully, I do 
not wear the suit for every mile. When I teach the Beginner 
Rider Course, I demonstrate wearing only a long sleeved 
shirt because that is all the MSF requires. I justify this by 
claiming the range is a controlled environment. For this 
benefit ride, the moving group formed a type of controlled 
environment that justified the lack of protective gear for most 
of its participants. We all choose our personal level of risk 
whether it is riding without a helmet, a helmet and tee shirt, 
an armored riding suit, or a sedan. If we make any choice that 
is not the safest, somebody will criticize us. I won’t criticize 
them for their choices but I will evangelize the benefits of 
All the Gear, All the Time. Many of them assumed that I was 
on the verge of passing out from wearing a sauna suit. I want 
them to know that I am comfortable riding in my gear and I 
am sure that, at the end of a 400-mile day, I am less fatigued 
than the rider that attempts that distance bareheaded with 
only a leather vest. 

Another difference between our club events and theirs is the 
bar. Can you ever have a beer and then ride? Should bars 
and restaurants refuse to serve any patron who did not walk 
to their establishment? Does one drink mean you cannot 
ride? Most people have a drink with a meal and drive or ride 
home. That is a fact whether we approve or not. There is no 
law against a drink as long as it does not affect your driving 
enough to be unsafe. That’s the decision we all have to make 

for ourselves: will this affect me enough that I would be 
unsafe to ride? Well, many would criticize my choice. After 
my last sip, I wait one hour for every drink I had before I ride. 
At this event I had two beers with my meal and waited two 
and a half hours after my last sip until I got back on the bike. 

Another big difference is the amount of work that each club 
member put into making this event a success. Their club is 
small, perhaps 40 members. Their members cooked a BBQ 
for about 400 people. They gathered donations for a live 
auction that took an hour to sell all of them. A club member 
customized a go-cart with the club’s logo and a flaming 
skull paint job for their raffle. (I would have been the favorite 
uncle if I had won that for the great-nieces and nephews.) 
The efforts of this small group raised at least $7,000 for local 
families with sick and disabled children. Their enthusiasm for 
this work matched their enthusiasm for riding. This group is 
more than a club, it’s a fraternity of brothers and they refer to 
themselves as brothers. They expect of lot of their members’ 
time and energy. Perhaps that would not work in the big city 
environment where careers, commuting, and a variety of 
interests. It may not be for me because my riding style and 
bike are different. Although I will continue to criticize their 
aversion to helmets and love of loud pipes, I have to admire 
their enthusiasm and public service. In the past several 
years they have raised tens of thousands of dollars for their 
neighbors in need. We all have to respect that. Think of that 
the next time you raise a hand to wave at the tattooed rider 
roaring by. 

HOW THE OTHER HALF RIDES (CONT.) TWIN VALLEY RALLEY 2016
It started with an insult. I met Chuck at the Rest Area on I-66 before dawn on Friday, September 16. As my RT emerged from 
the darkness into the pool of light under the streetlamp, Chuck did a double-take and said “Oh, from the way your headlights 
looked, I thought you were a scooter.” I hesitated a moment before I retorted, “Oh yeah? Well, your GS has a BEAK!”
That had to hurt. 

Feeling a little guilty from imagining how badly my razor-sharp wit cut, we motored through the creeping dawn towards 
breakfast. Little did I know that before the weekend ended, the GS bikers would enact their revenge on this RT rider. 

Chuck and I were on our way to the Twin Valley Rally in Meadows of Dan. I enjoyed it a lot last year and looked forward to 
another great weekend in the mountains of southwestern Virginia. We left before sunup on Friday in order to get the rally site by 
early afternoon. This rally is popular and the best campsites would be claimed early. 

First stop was breakfast in Charlottesville at a fancy restaurant called Oakhurst Inn Cafe and Espresso Bar. Every so often I like 
to splurge on a nice meal and this breakfast would be it for this weekend. The restaurant was on the edge of the University of 
Virginia campus in a converted house. It was lot better than an egg sandwich & scalding coffee at the McArches. It cost a lot 
more than fast food but you only eat three times a day so make it worthwhile, right? 

The planned route was simple. Flow with 
traffic down US 29 to I-64 to get to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway quickly and then 
cruise the parkway to the rally near Peaks 
of Otter. After traveling a few miles south 
on the Parkway, we started riding through 
patches of fog. We assumed that it would 
burn off as the sun rose but it seemed to 
stay pretty heavy above a certain altitude. 
The clear parts of the Parkway were as 
enjoyable as ever. It is not the curviest road 
but the lack of commercial traffic and stop 
lights make up for it. 

After descending into Roanoke, the road 
rises up again. In spite of the high sun 
(it was around noon) the road ascended 
into the fog again. After a while, we were 
creeping along at 20 MPH and struggling 
to see 50 feet in front of us. We had to 
give up on the Blue Ridge and get off the 
Parkway in search of visibility. We exited at 
US 221 and turned towards Floyd, Virginia. 
Well, that is what I tried to do. When I 
lead a ride there is always a chance of a 
U-turn. When the road signs showed the 
mileage towards Roanoke decreasing, I 
realized that this ride would be no different.  We turned around to head south again. Although US 221 is not as twisty as the 
Parkway, it crosses some very attractive farmland which made it more scenic than a lot of the “scenic” Parkway. Just as attractive 
was the town of Floyd. It was touristy but still keep its authentic rural town feel. I did a double-take when I passed a business I 
recognized. I use Kathy’s bag liners in my RT panniers and their business is headquartered in Floyd. I’m surprised they were not 
a vendor at the rally because they are local. 

We finally made it to the Willville Motorcycle Campground, the rally site, after two o’clock. Fortunately, there were still a lot of 
prime spots left. Luckily, we claimed our tent sites just before a crowd arrived and filled the grass around us. Next year, we will 
plan to arrive even earlier. 

Continued on Page 12
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The entertainment started right away because Chuck had a new tent and this was the first time he set it up away from home. He 
would have put it up more quickly but I helped. His new tent is one of those Redverz tents that not only allow you to stand up 
inside, it lets you ride your motorcycle inside and park. This brand is definitely the new hotness as I saw a lot of them towering 
over my little pup tent. I thought a lot about them as I folded my spine in half to crawl into my nylon abode. 

Willville Motorcycle Campground has a central camping area with two electrical outlets to share, an area on the other side of the 
creek’s footbridge, and an area for “Adventure Bikes.” It’s adventurous because its driveway is steep. There is a pavilion and a nice 
bathhouse. No, really the bathhouse is nice, especially the showers which have hot water all the time, not just when the toilet is 
flushed. 

One of the things the Twin Valley Riders do differently is prepare the food themselves. That’s right, club members bring, cook, 
and serve the food. Also it’s a full meal both Friday and Saturday. Friday had BBQ boneless chicken, baked potato, and green 
beans. Saturday’s meal featured pulled pork BBQ. Of course the club provided tea and lemonade but I was more interested in the 
Chaos Mountain Brewing’s beer trailer. The brewer brought a half dozen beers on tap and sold them for a reasonable amount for 
a microbrew. Both nights, after dinner, folks bought beers, lit cigars, and enjoyed the live music. The music was not too loud and 
ended at a reasonable hour. I was glad because I turned in early Friday as I had big plans for Saturday.

The local VFW sold breakfast on Saturday as a fund raiser. I 
was happy to support a good cause and even happier to start 
the day with a delicious breakfast. The organizers included 
route sheets in the rally packets. I decided upon the “Fun 
Fun” ride which followed the Blue Ridge before turning to 
the valley to the west. Squirrel Spur Road and Orchard Gap 
Road are my two newest favorites. Both have true hairpins to 
test your skills. Indian Valley Road is another part of the ride 
and a favorite from last year. It took me four hours for me to 
complete the 150-mile route. It is pretty hard to find a boring 
road in this part of the state.

I returned to the campground early enough to test ride a new 
bike from Frontline Eurosports of Salem, VA. The R1200RS 
was booked for the whole day but the Ducati Scrambler was 
available. I had never ridden a Duck before and enjoyed the 
engine and small, light frame. I was less enamored of the 
high pipe roasting my calf and the very wide and straight 
handlebars. I think I would prefer a street-only version. 

They offered only one field event, a slow race. I signed up 
and then realized that I was the only street bike in the event. 
Everybody else was on a GS or a dual-sport. Everybody did 
three timed runs individually so it was hard to get a feel for 
your standing during the event. Considering all the practice I 
get on my daily commute via I-66, I should have done better. 

Basically, the GS riders cleaned my clock. That is what I get for mocking the GS “beak” the day before. I did prove one thing: my 
RT is faster than any GS.
 
Saturday’s dinner was just as good as Friday’s and I enjoyed the company of new friends and old friends. Beside Chuck and me, 
the BMWBMW was represented by Jeff, Ed, Chaz, and his Lion Lady. As darkness fell, we enjoyed the campfire or the live music 
in the pavilion. 

Weekend rallies never last long enough. On Sunday morning, we packed up our dew-soaked tents, chugged a cup of 
campground coffee, and rolled towards home. The Twin Valley Riders put on a great rally and I plan to return next year. If you 
love the twisty roads of southwestern Virginia, good camping, and friendly people, I’ll see you there too. 

TWIN VALLEY RALLEY 2016  (CONT.)

See photos on page 13


