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BETWEEN THE SPOKES

From the editor
Thanks to Jorge Serpa for the 

stunning photo on the cover of 
this month’s issue. I look forward 

to sharing more of his photos with 
you as well as the story of his epic 

continent-spanning journey.
 —Wes
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Meetings & Events,
Michael Potter
meetings@bmwbmw.org

Government Affairs,
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government@bmwbmw.org

Internet, Andy Dooley
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Rides, Bruce Dimon
rides@bmwbmw.org

Safety, Vacant
safety@bmwbmw.org

Sales, Katie Minder
sales@bmwbmw.org

Tech, Bruce & Nicki Watkins
 tech@bmwbmw.org
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Speeds Cycle is one of the leaders in 
BMW service and reconditioning.
Just bring your bike around back.

We have towing available for pick-up and drop-off

www.speedscycle.com

BMW Service

FROM THE PRESIDENT     |     By Scott Keimig
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How can you get on the saddle? How can you touch the 
ground? If you ride an adventure bike, those might be some 

of the more frequent comments you hear from folks, whether 
they are non-riders, cruiser riders, or just not familiar with tall-
saddled bikes. I grew up with off-road bikes, so I’m not unaccus-
tomed to tall bikes. It seems that either the saddles are getting 
higher every year or, perhaps as my physician mentioned to me 
last week, I’m starting to see some age-related loss in height. 
In any event, as long as I have been around BMWs I have heard 
comments about the BMW product line being associated with 
high saddles. To some extent the Werks engineers and market-
ers have countered this towering reputation with the construct 
of “inner leg curve” into seat design, have offered variable 
saddle heights (low, high, comfort, rally and sport), and have 
even given us the factory option of a lowered suspension on 
some models.
 It is possible now to ride a Beemer and not be a tippy-toed-
Todd (my winking apologies to Todd “BtS Cover Boy” Dibell.) I 
was surprised to learn that BMW’s biggest bike has the same 
saddle height as the Honda CB250 used by many MSF train-
ing centers for decades. Really? Well, it depends on how you 
define a bike as “big.” One definition of “big” is a permutation 
of the weight of a bike, the power of its engine, and its length 
and width. Using this criterion, the biggest BMW in the current 

That’s a big bike!
product line is the K 1600 GTL. With its standard saddle, the 
GTL has a seat height of 29.5 inches, which is identical to that 
of the Honda CB250. When equipped with the low seat option, 
three other Beemers (R 1200 R, R 1200 RS, and K 1600 GT) 
come in (barely) under a 30-inch saddle height.
 Understandably, inseam-challenged riders may include sad-
dle height as a significant factor in their definition of “big.” This 
is certainly true for many of my MSF graduates who are con-
templating their first motorcycle. For many of them the ultimate 
criterion for selecting their bike is that they can securely place 
both feet square on the ground. My suspicion is that concern is 
the major reason that cruisers and dreadnaught class touring 
bikes (I’m thinking the Gold Wing here) have low saddle heights. 
The low saddle of these bikes requires foot pegs to be kicked 
forward to provide leg room, and that in turn causes … but I 
digress.
 There is a really useful website that allows riders to deter-
mine whether a given bike can provide their desired saddle 
height. It’s found at cycle-ergo.com. If you haven’t used this 
interactive website, you should give it a look. It includes a listing 
of 64 manufacturers and a database easily in excess of 1,000 
bike models ranging from current models (the R 1200 RS is 
in there and it hasn’t been released to the market as of this 
writing) to historic bikes from several decades back. The coolest 
parts are the interactive components. You can enter important 
personal criteria including body height, inseam, degree of arm 
bend, butt location in saddle (fore/middle/aft), and location 
of feet (on peg or on ground). You can also add a passenger 
of defined height and leg inseam. If you are contemplating 
customizing the man-machine interface of a bike, you can 
also incorporate custom seat height, foot peg height, foot peg 
offset, handlebar risers and handlebar offset. As you select your 
parameters, a real-time pictogram of the bike and rider/passen-
ger is presented and text is shown for calculated seat height, 
forward lean, knee angle and hip angle. About that pictogram: If 
you select “feet on ground,” it will show just how tippy-toed you 
are on that super-sized adventure bike. However, I think that 
pictogram would be a worst-case depiction as the tool doesn’t 
appear to factor in suspension sag. For that you need to put 
your butt in the saddle and go for a test ride. Need I say more?
 Next month, some answers to the questions in this column 
for us inseam-challenged folks on adventure bikes, but before 
I leave you this month, a word of advice. If you have procras-
tinated in registering for the very best rally in the eastern US, 
your club’s very own Square Route Rally, time is slipping away to 
take advantage of your pre-registration discounts. You will find 
instructions and a registration form on page 19. Do it now or 
pony up the extra bucks as a ride-in. It’s your bank account!

http://www.speedscycle.com
http://cycle-ergo.com


You know that feeling when you are 
working on something difficult, giving 

it 100%, work-weary and just want a re-
spite moment. Or you are a task juggler, 
you have so many proverbial balls in the 
air you don’t even know if any of them 
are important enough for the effort, and 
you just need a short break – for per-
spective. 
 Good news, y’all.
 The 41st Square Route 
Rally is here to save you. In a 
short number of weeks you 
will roll into the grass field 
with a sparse configuration 
of tents and bikes and the 
smell of exhaust and Catoctin 
trees. As you arrive you will 
look down to ensure a good 
footing and push that kick-
stand down, sliding a small 
piece of bark underneath. You 
know, because rain. That guy 
across the field is staring, he 
is trying to guess who is under 
the gear, “Is that Bruce? No, 
Bruce has an RT.”
 If you remember past 
rallies favorably, you are in 
for a treat. We upgraded this 
one. After last year’s reboot, 
we learned a few things. We 
applied the patches over the 
winter and the SRR system is 
back up and running better 
than ever. 
 Friday night will be a blast, 
with the traditional chili dinner 
(first come, first served), mo-
torcycle movies in the pavilion 
and a bonfire. Saturday is 
packed with events. We will 
have guided rides – a twisty 
Maryland Covered Bridge tour, 
a dirty GS ride, and more. We 
have commandeered some 
additional space in the back 
field to host field events, bring 
your best chain mail ...er... 
CE-rated armor. Neale Bayly 
will join us to give a talk, we 
will host a tech talk, and the 
club president will recite a 
love poem (An Ode to Orange) 
unless we can talk him out of 

LOGIN to the 41st Annual
SQUARE ROUTE RALLY

June 5–7, 2015 | Camp West-Mar, Thurmont, MD

PRE-REGISTER BY 5/29 & SAVE!
$35 MEMBER

$40 NON-MEMBER

To register, read rally 
news and for more info: 
www.bmwbmw.org

 Friday Night Chili Dinner & Motorcycle Movies
 Seminars, Tech Sessions & Field Events

 Thrilling Road & Dual Sport Rides
 Complimentary Saturday BBQ Dinner, 

Soft Drinks/Coffee
 Beer & Wine Garden

 Breakfast & Bag Lunch Menus
 Quiet Campsites & Cabins available 

 Campfire Chats & S'mores *Rally t-shirts for sale on-site

Neale BaylyGuest Speaker on Saturday night!

FREE
Rally T-shirt 

to First 50 registered 

by May 29*
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SQUARE ROUTE RALLY     |     By Kurtis Minder (VP & Rally Chair)

it. All this accompanied by local beer and 
barbecue. Still thinking about your work?
 You want icing on that? We are lining 
up a ton of door prizes. Our local dealers 
and some top vendors in the motorcycle 
industry are pitching in to support the 
club and the rally. So many things! We 
like the things!
 Smell it. The bonfire was just lit. You 

are sitting next to your longtime rally 
friends with a cold beer in your hand. 
Someone across the pit is discussing the 
merits of a proactive final drive rebuild; a 
deep breath and a sigh. At the SRR you 
aren’t working, you are living. Surround-
ed by friends and machines, grass and 
trees, fire and food, savor the moment. 
Login to the SRR!

At the SRR, you aren’t working — you’re living

http://www.bmwbmw.org/srr
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NEW MEMBERS SPEAK | By Rafael Cohen

“Bro, this bike looks rad,” my buddy Steve said looking at 
my new-to-me bike as he walked around it smiling. Steve 

(from California, as you can tell from his expression) was one 
of those guys that would take it upon himself to get excited 
about whatever hobby you mentioned to him, coaching, recom-
mending, fantasizing. Heck, he had many hobbies himself: road 
bicycling, shooting, and of course, motorcycling. Steve had an 
R 1200 GS and it was a bike I really liked, even before I knew 
much about motorcycling and even less about Beemers.
 After taking the Basic Riders’ Course, I went to try a couple 
of R12GS bikes on for size, but was dismayed by the seat 
height. My first bike was a DRZ-250 that I bought several years 
prior just so I could teach myself how to ride. The R12GS was so 
much bigger. I thought about the smaller GSes, but they did not 
seem to pique my interest. Then, by simply typing R12 (by mis-
take) in Craigslist, I found the motorcycle that ended up being 
my steed: the R 1200 R. I met the previous owner in the parking 
lot of Morton’s BMW and it was love at first sight for me: silver, 
curvy, simple. The first time I rode, it freaked me out because 
of the motorcycle’s power (so much more than the DRZ and the 
bikes in the basic course), but no one could wipe the smile off 
my face for the next few days after bringing it home.
 There are many days when I just don’t want to get off the mo-
torcycle. I find a farm road, paved (or sometimes unpaved) and 

ride just to see what is around the corner or over the hill. We 
are blessed by living in northern Virginia, where we have rolling 
hills and curvy roads. Often, on my way home from work, I plan 
an extra few miles just to keep the wheels rolling, feeling the 
weight on the seat and the strain on the engine. My motorcycle 
makes me feel like I could be in a speedway, like when I lean on 
the throttle for a few seconds, or in a motocross track, like when 
we are riding up a steep hill and we could launch into space.
 Steve and I rode together only once. Fatherhood kept him 
busy; he had a toddling little girl and was recently again a proud 
father of a baby boy. And a few months later, my buddy Steve, 
a law enforcement officer, died in a training accident. Thirty 
thousand miles later, the memory of Steve’s excitement for my 
first “road-worthy” motorcycle always keeps me company — and I 
know that he is still smiling for me.

Silver, curvy, simple

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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CAMARADERIE RIDES
RIDES     |

Thanks to former Rides Committee Co-Chairs Ed and Barb Phelps, BMWBMW has had a long (and perhaps speedy) relationship 
with the Northeast Area chapter of the Concours Owners Group (COG). COG is much like BMW MOA or RA, with the Northeast 

Area chapter being akin to BMWBMW. Our new Rides Committee Chair, Bruce Dimon, and COG contact Russell Fleming wanted to 
propagate information about several upcoming rides. While the COG is primarily a Kawasaki sport-touring-bike focused collection of 
riders, they welcome all riders on all marques and have some interesting rides planned for 2015, as well as a national rally. Their 
2014 national rally took place in Johnson City, TN, the site of the 2009 BMW MOA national rally, so we know they know good roads.

If you have questions about these rides or simply want to indicate your interest, contact Russell Fleming via email at fleming@qis.
net or surf on over to the COG website, www.cog-online.org. You can also direct questions to our Rides Chair, Bruce Dimon, via 
email at rides@bmwbmw.org.

Sunday 03 May

Meet for breakfast at 8.30 am at the 
Golden Corral in Frederick, MD on Rt 
355 S off Rt 70 at 5621 Spectrum Drive, 
Frederick, MD 21703-8301. N39-22.935 
W77-24.037.

We’ll have route sheets for a 140-mile 
self-guided ride that will end at a restau-
rant somewhere in Pennsylvania. The 
ride will take you on some of the finest 
motorcycling roads in the area. Come out 
and show your support for sport touring 
at its finest. You will ride in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. After the fall 2014 ride, 
people asked for the spring ride to go 
through the fruit orchards of MD and PA, 
and if the weather is good, we should be 
riding in the the peak of the blooms. If 
you would like a copy of the ride in GPS 
format ahead of time, send an email to 
Russell.

Sunday 26 April

Meet for breakfast at 8.30 am at Denny’s 
at the Flying J Truck Stop in Winchester, 
VA. The address is 1530 Rest Church Rd, 
just off I-81 Exit 323. N39-15.22 W78-
06.13.

There will be six self-guided rides to 
choose from, all between 150 and 200 
miles long. All rides end back at the 
Flying J and one of the rides is a mix of 
paved and unpaved roads.

Saturday 11 July 
MOONLIGHT RIDE

Meet in the parking lot of 
Miller’s Food Market at the 
intersection of Rt 27 and Rt 
30 in Marchester, MD.

Sign-in starts at 8.15 pm 
and lasts until 9, with the 
self-guided ride starting at 
8.30. The ride is 85 miles 
through Carroll and Frederick 
Counties in Maryland and 
parts of Pennsylvania; turns 
are marked by reflective tape 
on signposts. The ride ends 
at JT Motorsports in Freder-
ick, MD, with refreshments 
served around 11.30 pm.

Sunday 16 August

Meet for breakfast at 9 am at the Iron 
Skillet at the Petro Truck Stop in Carlisle, 
PA. 1201 Harrisburg Pike, N40-13.903 
W077-08.551.

There will be nine self-guided rides to 
choose from, one of which has a mix of 
paved and unpaved roads. All rides are 
between 135 and 240 miles long and 
end at the Middlesex Diner in Carlisle, 
PA.

The dual sport ride is 145 miles long, 
guided by an experienced rider, and 
leaves at 9.45 am. Contact Mike Mont-
ville (mjmontville@yahoo.com) for a GPS 
file or roll chart for the dual sport ride.

Sunday 11 October

Meet for breakfast at the Union Bridge 
Fire Hall at 18 West Locust Street, Union 
Bridge, MD. N39-34.056 W77-10.799

There’s a breakfast buffet, and route 
sheets will be distributed at 9 am for 
a 140-mile self-guided ride through 
Maryland and Pennsylvania that ends in 
Shppensburg, PA.

Contact Russell ahead of time for a copy 
of the ride you can load onto your GPS.

CO
M
P
L
E
T
E
D

mailto:fleming%40qis.net?subject=Camaraderie%20ride%20question%20from%20BMWBMW%20BTS%20reader
mailto:fleming%40qis.net?subject=Camaraderie%20ride%20question%20from%20BMWBMW%20BTS%20reader
http://www.cog-online.org
mailto:rides%40bmwbmw.org?subject=Camaraderie%20ride%20question
mailto:mjmontville%40yahoo.com?subject=Carlisle%20dual%20sport%20camaraderie%20ride%20question%20from%20BMWBMW%20member
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During a recent visit to Camp West-Mar in 
early preparation for the 41st annual Square 
Route Rally, Events Chair Mike Potter had a 
little difficulty getting back up the access road. His comment on Facebook, “What the 
hell, March?” was followed by a concerned post from his mother, “Everything OK?” 
Mike replied, “I’m fine.” Amanda “Mother of the Year” Potter came back with “I could 
tell you were fine, I was worried about the motorcycle!” Photo by Kurtis Minder.

http://www.battley.com


On Saturday evening, 
21 March, Morton’s 
BMW hosted a banquet 
honoring dozens of high 
mileage riders.

At left are Tina Venters 
(far left), Dave Swisher 
and Karen Ager. Tina 
and Karen both received 
their 100,000 mile 
awards. Dave received 
his award for reaching 
1.7 million (that is not 
a typo) miles on BMW 
motorcycles. He said he 
did the first million miles 
on K 1100 bikes, and his 
son provided a photo to 
BMW Motorrad which 
they turned into Dave’s 
beautiful plaque.

Karen got her first BMW, 
an F 800 ST, in October 
2007, and passed 100,000 
miles on her ‘09 F 650 
GS twin. She added some 
miles from a couple of 
rental bikes as well. She 
hopes to get to 100,000 

miles on just the GS, a milestone which she should achieve later this year. She says she doesn’t have any specific plans to reach 200,000 miles, but 
loves to ride whenever she can, so there’s always the possibility of another 100,000 milestone in the future.

BtS  |  May 2015  |  08

HIGH MILEAGE RIDERS     |     

Join us in Billings!

Steve Willis, who as part of the Rides Committee keeps track of club 
members’ annual mileage for our holiday party awards, received 
his 300,000 mile certification. The award from BMW Motorrad was 
presented by Morton’s BMW owner Jeff Massey.

http://http://www.bmwmoa.org/?rally15main
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Welcome to 
new members
Welcome to BMWBMW’s newest
members:

Rafael Cohen of Spotsylvania, VA
Martin Desjardins of Springfield, VA
Andy Dykes of Springfield, VA
Dennis Gilligan of Pasadena, MD
Eric Hansen of Stafford, VA
Herb Manell of Arlington, VA
Royal Murray of Alexandria, VA
John Rodkey of Bowie, MD
David Strong of Stafford, VA
George Swanberg of Jeffersonton, VA
Will Tantoco of Washington, DC

Steve Anderson has 
been a member of 
BMWBMW for a long 
time, serving as 
President (‘94-6), 
Vice President (‘92), 
Treasurer (‘89) and 
as BtS Editor for 
several years as 
well. He’s now the 
Sales Manager at 
Morton’s BMW, and 
received his 400,000 
mile certification 
at the banquet. 
He’s done 200,000 
of those miles (and 
still going) on his 
‘99 R 1150 GS, which 
recently had some 
work done on it 
to replace a burnt 
valve.

Congratulations to 
all the club’s high 
milers, even if they 
didn’t get a plaque 
that night.

Welcome BMW 
Motorcycles of 
Dulles
Our area’s newest BMW Motorrad deal-
er is officially open. Check them out at 
www.bmwmotorcyclesofdulles.com.

http://www.capitalcycle.com
http://www.bmwmotorcyclesofdulles.com
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FEATURE     |

 Many of the seasoned veterans listed above put 100,000 
miles and more on their old airhead R bikes. Modifications and 
improvements were often homespun. Owners would usually do 
maintenance over the winter. Breakdowns occurred, but the ba-
sic nature of the early R bikes meant things were easily repair-
able. Harry Rogers remembers burning through three sets of 
tires from March to November as he traveled across the country 
to events in California, British Columbia, Nova Scotia, Wiscon-
sin and Colorado on his /7. Bernie “Ironbutt” Brady and Ralph 
Samples joined Harry in knocking off hundreds of thousands 
of miles on two-wheeled BMWs. Susie Stout made several trips 
to California in 1975 and placed third in the MOA’s high mile-
age for women contest. Maggie Herbert, an original BMWBMW 
member, was first that year. In 1976, Susie finished second!
 BMWBMW’s Parts and Supplies Committee and Technical 
Committee were active in securing stores of air and oil filters, 
stockpiling BMW motorcycle specialty tools for loan to club 
members, conveying technical tips through the newsletter and 
trading or selling motorcycles among club members. R bike 
oil filters, bought in quantity, were available to club members 
for $2.50; air filters were $5.00 and oversized oil pans cost 
$16.00.
 Harry Rogers was so dedicated he regularly drove to New 
Jersey to purchase 20 discounted motorcycle tires for resale 
to BMWBMW members at his cost. Complaining about the 
generally poor mileage achieved from motorcycle tires in the 
1970s and 80s, Harry met demand with supply. After selling 
some $10,000 worth of tires over the years, the local dealers 
began to complain. A master at turning lemons into lemonade, 
Harry got commitments from the local dealers to sell tires to 
BMWBMW members at a discount. One individual’s resourceful-
ness and commitment to BMWBMW made things better for ev-
eryone. A note for comparison: Cycles, Inc. was selling 4.00x18 
tires for $20 and 3.50x18 tires for $18 in 1974.
 Though government affairs was not a formal committee dur-
ing the first decade, the seeds of its establishment were being 
sown. Club members were asked to write letters to their Virginia 
legislators over proposed no-fault insurance that discriminated 
against motorcyclists and assessed the need for Virginia’s 
proposed mandatory helmet law. Regulatory agencies and rep-
resentatives on the Hill began to hear from a vocal minority on 
legislation that tied federal funding of highway projects to states 
enacting helmet laws. Other federal direction came in the form 
of mandatory headlights for motorcycles, enactment of noise 
emission standards and the cancellation of two-stroke street 
bike engines. George Brosseau, the club’s president from 1978-
80, wrote extensively on safety and government affairs related 
topics during his tenure. Many of these issues have receded 
from our everyday lives, but at the time, they pitted the govern-
ment’s Goliath against the David that was the motorcycling 
community.
 Seven committees were established in the 1975 bylaws. Up 

to this point, much work was done using volunteers as activi-
ties emerged. It became clear that without further delegation 
of responsibility (and accountability) to defined chairs with 
prescribed duties, the club could not stay focused. In October 
1975, the bylaws were amended to establish the following com-
mittees with a chairman: rides, rally, membership, newsletter, 
technical, parts and supplies, and meetings. Just as today, each 
of these functions required time and effort. General member-
ship meeting sites were not tied to a dealer or prearranged 
a year in advance. Rather they changed every month based 
on availability, which had to be coordinated with the host and 
among the membership. Rides were a major part of the club’s 
portfolio and had to be organized and executed — a non-trivial 
responsibility. Newsletters had to be typed, mimeographed, 
stuffed in envelopes and mailed out. A group would gather 
monthly for envelope-stuffing parties. Membership was done 
by hand and with the transitory nature of the area, was ever 
changing, creating headaches for the membership chair and 
newsletter editor. During this period, everybody’s renewal came 
due at the same time – September. This meant a huge spike 
in the workload for the membership chair. Of course, the Rally 
Chair had the most difficult job and relied on virtually everybody 
in the club to put on the Square Route Rally – especially when 
there were only 50-100 members in the club.
 Susie Stout led the club from 1974 through 1976. During this 
period, the club’s organizational fundamentals were put into 
place, membership increased and the club had a few Square 
Route rallies under its belt. As is true with most organizations, 
there is an initial period of excitement consonant with birthing 
the organization. This momentum often overshadows inevitable 
institutional issues waiting to be addressed. Susie did not run 
for president in the fall of 1976. Ralph Samples was elected 
and presided over Susie’s legacy in 1977. In September 1977, 
George Lipscomb was elected president for 1978 and was 
forced to address issues of a larger domain.
 George and Nancy Lipscomb joined BMWBMW when it be-
gan and both served in various positions prior to George’s elec-
tion. George was frustrated with the decentralized nature of the 
club’s administration. Committees had been established in ac-
cordance with the bylaws, but chairmen were not accountable 
to the president for running a successful committee. George 
wrote and argued to move considerable power and authority to 
the president and in the process, make the committee chairs 
accountable to the president for executing their duties. This was 
a substantive change to the extant bylaws.
 This centralized approach was quite different from the de-
centralized management structure established in the original 
bylaws. Early in 1978, a committee was formed to review the 
proposed bylaw changes and recommend a position that could 
draw a plurality of support. In July 1978, the committee pro-
posed a position that was different than George’s and the issue 
was put before the general membership. In August, the extant 

By Bob Cox, July 2002
Donated by George Young, June 2014

A history of the world’s largest regional BMW motorcycle club: 1974-79
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End of part three. Part four 
follows next month.

version of the bylaws and the proposed changes were carefully 
recorded and presented to the membership in Between the 
Spokes. In an accompanying article, George insisted the club 
would function more efficiently if authority were more centrally 
vested with the president, who would also have authority to hire 
and fire committee chairmen. The committee recommended 
continuing with the decentralized form of management, but 
with a stronger role for the Board of Directors. At the general 
membership meeting in August, the vote was to retain the cur-
rent decentralized approach as recommended by the commit-
tee. The bylaws were changed to reflect that some committee 
chairs would be elected by the general membership, and they 
would serve on the Board of Directors. Committee chairs could 
be removed by a majority vote of the Board of Directors, and the 
Board was to meet once a month. A new committee for nomina-
tions and elections was added to the list of permanent com-
mittees. This defeat followed a series of tough decisions that 
George and the board dealt with in 1978.
 Earlier in the year, George and the Board of Directors also 
dealt with the issue of joining the BMW RA. After reviewing the 
RA’s bylaws, the Board decided not to join the RA unless — or 
until — they were changed. Of particular concern were two items. 
First was the duty of the club to inform and seek approval of 
club events that had “more than local interest.” Secondly, it 
required the club president and two primary officers to belong 
to BMW RA. These requirements were seen as a significant 
infringement upon the club’s autonomy, so BMWBMW withheld 
its application until the RA had new elections and modified its 
bylaws. In the January, 1979 BtS, Beppie Van Gelderen report-
ed favorably on BMW RA’s bylaw changes, and BMWBMW voted 
to join the RA as a charter club. Four advantages for joining the 
RA were reported. They were: 1) BMW RA served as a clearing-
house for events; 2) printing facilities; 3) RA had an active politi-
cal action program, and 4) RA had an active safety program.
 Finally, George Brosseau, the club’s Treasurer who held a 
Ph.D. in biological sciences, was outspoken in his criticism of 
an ABATE presentation made to the club. As mentioned previ-
ously, a series of motorcycle issues had begun to capture the 
attention of the community and ABATE was ardent, if not overly 
emotional, in their appeal to thwart many of these initiatives. 
George introduced a calmer tone to the debate and called on 
those in BMWBMW to lead the way in safety and personal rid-
ing behavior. Acknowledging that motorcycling still had a small 
following and few sympathizers, its best defense was a good 
defense — safe and courteous riding, quiet motorcycles and ac-
ceptance of proposed government safety initiatives.
 It was a tough year for George Lipscomb. In the fall of 
1978, George Brosseau was elected president and George 
and Nancy Lipscomb disappeared from the Board of Directors 
and committees they had faithfully chaired and served since 
1975. Brosseau inherited a club that had gone through difficult 
growing pains, and now he had his own problems to address. 

As outlined in his acceptance column in BtS, Brosseau felt the 
club was undergoing too much turnover, that more people were 
needed to get involved in leading activities, and he wanted 
a more varied and interesting general membership meeting 
agenda.
 Brosseau would lead the club from the fall of 1978 to the 
fall of 1980. George was an articulate spokesman and writer 
for the club. His monthly BtS “President’s Message” columns 
became a source of guidance for the club and provided a bully 
pulpit for him to report on issues and set a tone. It worked. 
George had a good executive council, which included Joe Grant 
(VP), Neil Darmstadter (Secretary) and Roger Arnold (Treasurer). 
In addition, Ken Vaughn ran meetings and events. John Baldus 
worked membership, Pat Mitton produced the newsletter, and 
Roland Cyr was the rally chair.
 In January 1979, Paul Lewis wrote a poignant article in BtS, 
calling for a legislative committee to “speak on our own behalf.” 
Carefully detailing the pros and cons of BMWBMW becoming 
active on the political scene, Lewis made four observations 
that he hoped would persuade the club. First, NHTSA was in 
the midst of considering regulations on the size and location 
of motorcycle mirrors. Second, the famous Hurt study had just 
been released and an NHTSA advisory committee was going 
to discuss motorcycle crashes. Third, the city of Alexandria, 
Virginia was poised to repaint street lines with a more durable – 
but slippery – plastic paint. Finally, motorcyclists were prohib-
ited from using many rush hour express lanes, including the 
Dulles Access Road, that sprung up following the oil embargo 
of the late 1970s. The club discussed the merits of monitoring 
motorcycle related issues, but chose not to establish a perma-
nent committee at the January general membership meeting.
 George Brosseau launched a spectacular broadside on 
motorcycle safety issues and impending government regulatory 
issues in March 1979. Brosseau pleaded with BMWBMW mem-
bers to work within the community to get reckless motorcyclists 
and noisy motorcycles off the road. He supported a national 
inspection regime to get those “aftermarket, god-awful [noisy 
mufflers] off the market.” He challenged the readers of his 
President’s Message column to urge the industry to emphasize 
the positive aspects of motorcycling in their advertising.
 Several months later, Between the Spokes ran a story by 
Senator William Proxmire (D-Wisc.) and his “Golden Fleece 
Award.” Neil Darmstadter condensed the Congressional Record 
piece to its basics. It seems the NHTSA paid $120,126 to a 
contractor to build and test a low center of gravity, front wheel 
drive, rear wheel steered motorcycle. Despite input from the 
motorcycling industry, it seems only NHTSA was surprised when 
the contractor and the agency finally agreed the project was 
unworkable.

Part three of four This series started in March and
will run through the June issues.

A history of the world’s largest regional BMW motorcycle club: 1974-79
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NEW MEMBERS SPEAK     |     By Eric Hansen

nirvana

I’ve been riding motorcycles since before I was even old enough 
to legally ride on the street. My father started me on mini bikes 

when I was eleven years old. I don’t recall the manufacturer, 
but it was a 50cc model similar to a dirt bike. I learned quickly 
that if I gave it enough gas and popped the clutch I could pull a 
wheelie on it. That was my first taste of motorcycle nirvana.
 Within a few years I was old enough to begin riding on the 
street. My father found a banged up Kawasaki KE100. After the 
forks were straightened and a new wheel put on the front I was 
ready to go. I rode that bike for almost two years.
 The itch grew to get something with a bit more power, and 
I traded in my KE100 for a KZ750. What a step up in bikes 
that was! After I picked it up from the dealer, I headed to the 
local gas station to fill it up. As I was leaving I gave it about the 
same amount of throttle that I gave my KE100 and soon found 
out that it was a bit too much. The rear tire slid sideways, but I 
recovered no worse for the wear.
 I had my KZ750 for four years. I gave it up when I went into 
the military. If I had known that I could have shipped it as part 
of my household goods, I would have kept that bike. Oh well.
 Unfortunately life’s events kept me from another motorcycle 
for years, mostly due to my wife’s reluctance to embrace how 
much I love riding. She had a bad experience on the back of a 
previous boyfriend’s bike.
 Turn the pages 25 years and I’m getting ready to retire from 
the military. My wife finally agreed to let me get another bike. I 
had been working on her for years to convince her it is the right 
move, and she finally succumbed to my wishes. In the spring of 
2014 I began to look in earnest for what I would get as my next 

bike. I tried a Harley, but really wasn’t into the cruiser scene.  I 
also jumped on a Can Am Spyder, but wanted more of a classic 
motorcycle feel where I could lean into the turns. 
 A co-worker kept on me about checking out a BMW, so I 
began to research BMWs online. I became intrigued with the
R 1200 RT and decided to check one out at the local dealer-
ship. They had a 2007 R 1200 RT there for a great price. It 
rode wonderfully and seemed to be a great bike — that is, until 
I jumped on the just-released 2014 R 1200 RT wasserboxer! 
After just a few minutes on that bike I knew I had to get one. It 
had great power and handling, and all the bells and whistles 
were hard to pass up as well. I mean how can you not like 
heated handgrips, heated seat, cruise control, adjustable sus-
pension, antilock brakes, and limited slip drive by wire throttle?
 Needless to say, as I pulled back into the dealership lot, 
I was sold on the new RT. Since that time I’ve embraced my 
motorcycle heritage and have racked up over 11,000 miles in 
less than a year. Hey, don’t forget that there was a fairly long 
“stop ride” for the rear shock. Shoulder surgery sidelined me for 
another month as I waited to recoup enough to handle steering 
the bike again. 
 My BMW has become my main mode of transportation. It’s 
not that I don’t like my Mustang or 1970 Charger, but there re-
ally is nothing like jumping on a bike and riding to forget about 
your work day. I have planned some long trips for this summer 
and dream about jumping on my bike virtually every day to 
travel across the US. Until that time, I’m content to travel to lo-
cal destinations and look to enjoy BMWBMW company on future 
rides.
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TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP®

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.  
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.SM

1-800-321-8968            www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

2015 BMW R nineT

Bob’s BMW delivers whatever 
you need, whenever you 
need it, wherever you are, no 
matter how far off the beaten 
path you might ride. It’s what 
Bob’s team of professionally 
trained experts have been 
doing worldwide since 1981.

Contact Bob’s BMW for all 
your motorcycling needs. 

One Planet.
One Purpose.
One Dealer.

http://www.motorcyclelawgroup.com
http://www.bobsbmw.com
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RUMINATIONS     |     By Shannon Krammes

Consciousness slowly seeps in and the mind begins to 
wander through the maze of waking. It begins the standard 

checks: “Is it a work day?” “Is it a weekend?” “What is my 
schedule this morning?” Slowly it begins to remember the plans 
for the day….a ride to breakfast with friends, possible snow con-
ditions, can we ride or will we have to cage it, call the restaurant 
and check on the roads.
 Finally, the mind kicks in and the heart rises with the thought 
of riding through the wind, moments with the man I love, laugh-
ing with friends, the possibility of a good meal and a cold beer 
at the end of the day. Those are some of my most cherished 
experiences in life and today is another opportunity to experi-
ence this journey we all share.
 With the mind finally in gear, it switches to the standard ride 
day prep and the gear necessary to do it right. First, and most 
important, we brew some good, hot coffee (seriously, you really 
can’t miss this step). We check the outside temperature to de-
termine how many layers of gear to pull out. A quick call to the 
breakfast rendezvous assures us that the roads are clear in My-
ersville, Maryland. To be exact, I get the response, “Oh, honey, 
no worries, the roads are completely clear up here.” Whew, 
I was a little worried as all the riders were beginning to text, 
“Should we cancel?” “Should we just drive?” I really wanted 
to ride. Besides, the day was headed towards a gorgeous 60 
degrees and beautiful blue skies.
 As we moved through our morning, checking gear, checking 
tires and the myriad of other pre-ride checks, time slipped away 
and before we knew it, the quick route up was the only option. 
No big loss as it was only 32 degrees and snow was still cover-
ing the ground from the previous evening. With everything in 
place, we stepped off and headed up a number of major local 
highways (66, 495, 270, 70) to the little town of Myersville, 
where we all planned to converge and enjoy breakfast together 
at the Old Town Diner (first breakfast ride for this date/location). 
The ride through highway traffic was uneventful, but not very 
enjoyable. I’ve never been one to enjoy this kind of riding and 
typically avoid it at all costs. It is fast moving, seems to be prone 
to disasters, and is just plain unpleasant for the most part. We 
arrived and proceeded to enjoy a meal with other like-minded 
souls.
 We in the motorcycle community often joke about all the 
Ride-to-Eat events, but they really are an important part of 
our community. Since the beginning of time people have used 
mealtime to come together and share food, stories and experi-
ences. The tradition is so elemental to our life experience that 
it is actually researched by many fields of study and numerous 
books have been written on the topic. All I can tell you is that 
it seems to create an environment where you begin to know 
your fellow human beings and see through the shrouds that we 
create to protect ourselves. It somehow allows individuals to ex-
pose vulnerabilities that they would never normally expose, and 
this simple act opens the door to new relationships and deeper 
experiences — all over a cup of joe and some runny eggs. It is, 
without a doubt, the perfect excuse to jump on that motorbike 
and get down the road.

 Following breakfast, as is the usual routine, some in the 
group headed out on a ride and some of us headed to other 
destinations. A few of us were headed to Camp West-Mar to 
check out the Square Route Rally site and meet the new site 
manager. We conducted a general walk-through of all the major 
areas. The sun was shining, the snow was melting, and it was if 
I could see the SRR coming to life. We stopped by the “Lounge” 
(the Tiki Hut in previous years) and I could imagine the decora-
tions, music and general great environment that Pam and Chaz 
Fisher are dreaming up as we walked. We walked through the 
Pavilion and I could hear the old motorcycle movies playing and 
imagine the announcer calling out lucky SRR attendees as they 
came forward to receive their awards. We inspected the kitch-
ens with the new refrigerator and stoves and laughed about the 
entertainment that has been found in that working room during 
rallies past. So many plans, so many new and exciting ideas, 
so many volunteers working to make this an experience we all 
remember from year to year. I just strolled along with a big grin 
on my face, listening and watching as magic happened.
 Finally, the work was done and thoughts of the ride home 
started to take shape — a backroad route with the opportunity 
for a lunch stop along the way (that sharing opportunity again). 
The sun peeked through the clouds and beckoned us forth. 
The snow sparkled brightly alongside the road, but the roads 
themselves remained clear. We all began to don our gear once 
again. Excitement, and as always, caution was on our minds as 
we ventured out on that journey together. A little bit of snow on 
the road out of the camp, a little slip, a little slide, but nothing 
unmanageable. Reminders to each of the sand and potential 
washouts and, although unlikely at the growing temps, the pos-
sibility of ice remaining in shaded areas.
 The ride begins. You can’t help but keep saying, “It is the per-
fect day out here.” The sun is warm on your face, your friends* 
(and husband) surround you in a safety envelope. The gentle 
curves coax you in, swinging you through and rolling you out 
the backside. Often they come in twos, threes or fours — swoop, 
swoop, swoop, naturally transitioning from one to the other. The 
sun sparkles through the trees, the river gently races beside 
you. You are sharp, eyes alert to the condition of the corners, 
to other vehicles sharing the road. You feel those sharp animal 
instincts of sound and sight making you aware and making ev-
ery movement that much more in the Now. As my husband has 
always said, a motorcycle is a time machine to the present. This 
could not be any more real than right in this moment.

Realities of the ride

mailto:brownsvtwin%40verizon.net?subject=inquiry%20from%20BTS
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 Swoop, and a clean clear exit out of the corner followed by a 
long straightaway. Deep breath, smile, boom, spike of adrena-
line pumps through my veins, fast movement to the right, two of 
them on an angle towards my husband. Speaking quickly into 
my microphone I say, “Greg, Greg, two deer coming at you from 
the right.”
 At the same time I’m going into emergency stop procedures. 
As I see them approaching my husband, my heart leaps in my 
chest. I don’t know how he can possibly avoid hitting at least 
one of them. As they approach 
him at full speed they begin 
darting right and left and I can 
hear him in my speakers, “Oh 
shit! Oh shit!” 
 Time stops and my bike 
is leaned heavily forward, 
nearly stopped by now, run-
ning between 25-30 mph. 
Like some kind of dream — or 
nightmare — one deer swoops 
just behind and clears Greg. 
The second deer does an 
impossible 180-degree turn 
and runs back down the road 
towards me.
 It’s nearly instantaneous. 
One minute my forks are 
crushed forward in a stop 
while I watch my husband 
dance with chance and then I 
am looking into the eyes of a 
confused, scared wild animal 
and the next she is on me, fur 
entwined with leather, helmet, 
hooves, metal, falling, sliding, 
sliding, sliding, stop, silence.
 Still in the Now, I lay on the 
ground looking into the eyes 
of the deer as she takes her last few breaths, and I whisper, 
“I’m sorry.”
 Sound starts coming back. I fear the hooves that are so dan-
gerously near me although she never moves again. I slide away, 
measuring my body: Ouch! My ankle hurts. Scanning, scanning, 
nothing else, everything feels fine, but wow, my ankle hurts. As 
I pull my leg out from under the bike, I can tell something is not 
right, as there is motion in my ankle that should not be there.
 Faces all around me, bikes pulled off the road, and a corps-
man** among the spectators slowly approaches. Greg is re-
lieved at meeting him, and he keeps saying, “My wife — my wife 
is down.” “Is everything OK?” everyone keeps asking over and 
over.
 I try to respond calmly, “Yes, yes, everything is fine, just my 
ankle. My ankle is not right.” They are wondering if they should 
call 911, and I respond with a sad “Yes,” as I was almost sure 
that something was not right. The corpsman stabilized me, con-
ducted a thorough review of my body (head, neck, shoulders, 
back, stomach, pelvis, hips, femur, etc.) and finally settled on 
checking the ankle, saving the best for last.
 The boot slowly came off. I gritted my teeth, saying like any-
one would, “Ouch, ouch! Any bone? Can you see any bone?” He 

responds, “No, no bone,” and gently began probing, pushing, 
feeling. He asked me to flex — toes up, side, down — and finally 
said, “Well, you can’t really tell without an x-ray, but I can’t feel 
anything out of place. Maybe just a bad sprain?” Although for a 
moment I begin to hope, I knew better, there was way too much 
jello-like feeling in my ankle area for it to be a sprain.
 At that moment, I attempted to move my foot up and to ev-
eryone’s surprise, although my leg below the knee rises, my foot 
remained on the ground. Greg said, “Put it down, put it down.” 

His fear and my disappoint-
ment were clear on our faces. 
The corpsman looked at me, 
fear and pity on his face, “I’m 
sorry, I’m so sorry, this is why 
it is called ‘practicing’ medi-
cine.” I can’t help it, I laugh 
out loud. This is not going to 
be a good day, period.
 I’ll save the fully entertain-
ing hospital survival story for 
another day. I have a trimal-
leolar fracture. It doesn’t get 
much worse than this as far 
as ankle fractures go. Thirty-
six hours later I find myself 
propped up on my couch with 
multiple metal plates and pins 
surgically installed through-
out my ankle. I type this as I 
am managing many different 
medications that begin with 
“Oxy.” My bike is at Beemers 
Uber Alles and I sit here run-
ning every moment through 
my head.
 My very first thoughts were 
that my riding season was 
destroyed. All the rallies and 

a planned ride to Oregon are out the window. Of course, there 
is the other side: I can’t believe I’m not more damaged, that I 
do not have a single scratch or bruise other than the obvious. 
My bike is rideable and simply needs some tender loving care 
before she will be ready to roll — but will I? I have been told that 
my leg will never be the same. I should not have significant 
limitations, but that is all still to be seen.
 I know this for sure: I have at least six months to wonder if 
I am willing to take that chance again, to put it all out there, to 
feel the independence, the wind in my hair, the sun on my face, 
to be instantly transported to the Now. At this point, I honestly 
can’t imagine my life without this simple joy, but I guess I will 
just live in the Now and see what the future brings me. Be safe 
out there and think of me as you pass through that shroud and 
enter the other side!

* A very special thanks to Kurtis Minder and Michael Potter who were 
riding with us. These are the kind of friends whom we have the privilege 
of meeting through motorcycle riding. They are witty, intelligent and 
fun as hell. They have been known to haul home a few bikes (and various 
parts) and sure saved us a lot of grief that day.

** A corpsman is an enlisted member of a military medical unit – quite a 
lucky coincidence.
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Inspiration may come from 
anywhere. My husband 

Philip and I were riding past 
Chain Bridge Road during 
the club’s 2013 annual 
challenge, yet another in-
teresting contest dreamed 
up by Ed and Barb Phelps, 
our now-former Rides Com-
mittee Chairs. “Hhmmm…
chain…bike part…I wonder 
if you could build a contest 
around that?” Apparently 
Ed and Barb could and did. 
I had just the barest bone 
of an idea. They fleshed it 
out nicely into something 
workable. The bike model, 
color, parts, farkles — all 
of it. It turned out to be a 
great idea.

Philip didn’t want to play 
this year, so I did the 
research and mapped out 
a strategy that included 
five-day trips to contest 
locations, cities on the way 
to visit family in North Caro-
lina and Indiana, plus local 
sites that could be visited 
any time. Nearly half (41) of 
my 99 photos were within 
25 miles of home. I was 
amazed that there were so 
many useful city names!

I didn’t work nearly as hard 
this year as in previous 
years to find the best cities 
or most efficient routing. I 
just picked sites that were 
near my intended route or 
close to home. By having 
three bikes to work with, I 
enjoyed a variety of options. 
Participating in the contest 
was loads of fun and gave 
structure to my rides. Thank 
you Ed and Barb.

RIDES     |     By Karen Ager

After a decade of organizing rides and contests for BMWBMW, Ed and Barb Phelps stepped down as chairs of the Rides Committee. New chair Bruce 
Dimon didn’t come on board early enough in the year to organize a contest for 2015, so Karen Ager agreed to look back at some of her favorite ride 
contests as a tribute to all the work Ed and Barb put into managing these contests for the club. Next month: 2013!

2014: Build a bike

Hedgerow Treasure Hunt
As those of you who have been to my shop can attest, I have a prob-
lem. I can’t help but pull rusty hulls of weird old motorcycles and 
cars back to the shop. This in itself is not the problem. The problem 
is that with an increasing workload, I no longer have the time to ride 
around the back roads in search of my next acquisition. 

I would like to solicit your help in searching out cool project 
vehicles. In appreciation of your efforts, everyone who emails me 
(george@beemersuberalles.com) a picture of a potential project 
will receive a BUA t-shirt. Email must contain GPS waypoints or a 
physical address; contact information of owner not required, but is 
appreciated. Picture must be taken after the publication of this offer. 
Limit one t-shirt per person. This offer is open to any BUA client or 
BMWBMW member. T-shirt offer expires 12/31/2015.

It probably will not surprise you that BMW motorcycles are my 
main focus. However, I am open to other makes as well. DKW, Gog-
gomobil (like the one in the photo), Messerschmitt, or any car that 
will fit in the bed of a pickup truck are examples of what I am look-
ing for. Funky-looking old scooters also make me smile. 

By all means, please do not limit your search to the local area; if 
you’re in Texas and see something, snap a pic. Estate sales, garage 
sales and flea markets are also great places to find obscure vehicles. 
This is not a contest or competition. Trespassing is illegal and dan-
gerous. Pictures should be taken from a safe location and with the 
property owner’s permission.

B e e m e r s  U b e r  A l l e s

http://www.beemersuberalles.com
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A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 
needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Summer 
riding season!
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment. la
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• From routine maintenance to restorations
• Over 40 years of experience
• Pick-up and delivery available
• Winter Projects

410-379-0106
www.speedscycle.com

5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD 21075
Winter Storage Available

— Engine, trans - reseal and rebuild
— Final drive - reseal and rebuild
— Head reconditioning with hardening, seating, etc.
— Lube splines

“Back to it’s roots”

Call for details and prices

We are back for our second year with 450 miles of great 
back roads linked together in the tri-state area! The ride 

will take place over the course of two days, traversing some 
of the best roads in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware. 
We will provide you with free camping, dinner on Saturday 
night, prizes, a 50/50 drawing, good breakfasts on Saturday 
and Sunday morning and a finisher’s patch. Route sheets 
will be provided at the starting location; directions will clearly 
indicate mileage, turns and gas/eating spots. GPS uploads 
will also be available at the start for a small donation. This 
is not a group ride or a parade. Participants can elect to ride 
in groups, with friends or solo. You decide your own pace. 
Ride starts at Cycle Gear, 2070 East Route 70, Cherry Hill, 
NJ 08003 (N39 55 16.0644 W75 2 16.5768) and ends at 
the Pic-a-Lilli Inn, 866 US 206, Shamong, NJ 08088. Sign-in 
between 9:00 and 10:30 am on Saturday 16 May. Register 
before 2 May and save $10. AMA sanctioned. More info at 
http://450.nsbmwr.com.

Second Annual
New Sweden 450:

16-17 May

http://www.eubmw.com
http://www.speedscycle.com
http://450.nsbmwr.com
http://450.nsbmwr.com


National
29 Jun: Iron Butt Rally starts.

24-27 Jul: BMW MOA National Rally in
Billings MT. www.bmwmoa.org

01-04 Oct: BMW RA National Rally in
Harrison, AR. www.bmwra.org

Local
16-17 May: 2nd Annual New Sweden 450. 
More info on page 17.

27 Sep: Baltimore/Washington Ride for 
Kids. www.rideforkids.org

KNOW OF AN EVENT IN 2015?

If you know of a rally or motorcycle-related 
event (national or local) that you’d like to 
share with others, please send the date and 
website to editor@bmwbmw.org.

Bob’s BMW

Breakfast rides are informal gather-
ings of members who meet for 
breakfast and often a ride after-
wards. Not all members participate 
in the after-meal rides and some 
like to show up solely for the ride. 
Interested? Arrive early, introduce 
yourself and be ready to have fun. 
Look for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near them 
and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more information, 
or to volunteer to lead a ride one 
weekend, contact Bruce Dimon at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

1st Sunday at 8
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. To have 
a reminder email sent to you 
the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to 
Jim Pellenbarg, jpellenbarg@
juno.com.

3rd SATURDAY at 10
MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE

OLD TOWN DINER
307 Main Street, Myersville, 
MD 21773. The other break-
fast rides are on Sundays, so 
let’s try some variety. We all 
know the roads around West-
Mar are good and feel 100 
miles away from the city.

4th Sunday at 8.30
VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA 
20124. Park across the street 
by the rail car or behind the 
pub. Walk through the conve-
nience store to the restaurant 
in the back. The ride to the 
pub requires a nice stretch of 
twisty back roads.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
BREAKFAST RIDES

Morton’s BMW
See www.mortonsbmw.com for more info.

15-17 May: Spring Fling Rally at Natural 
Bridge

Battley Cycles
See www.battley.com for more info.

BMWBMW
Includes only confirmed dates/events.

Sat 9 May: BoD and GM meetings at
Bob’s BMW.

05-07 Jun: Square Route Rally

Sat 20 Jun: Tech day hosted by Bruce and 
Nicki Watkins (North Beach, MD).

09-11 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest at Camp 
West-Mar.

Sat 12 Dec: BoD and GM meetings at
Battley Cycles.

BtS  |  May 2015  |  18

See www.bobsbmw.com for more info.

19 Sep: Oktoberfest/Fall Open House

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MC of Dulles
See www.motorcyclesofdulles.com for info.

Now open!

Write for Between the Spokes! 
Send an email to editor@bmwbmw.
org with your idea(s) for what 
you’d like to write — a trip report, 
a motorcycle-related musing, a 
product/film/book review, a news 
item, the Bike of the Month, a 
club-related anecdote, or just about 

anything else you can think of that other motorcyclists and 
club members would be interested in. No story is too small 
and no photo is too large to grace the pages of this, your 
club’s monthly news magazine. Keep an eye out for the June 
2015 issue!

http://www.bmwmoa.org
http://www.bmwra.org
mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=event%20notification%20from%20BTS
http://www.mortonsbmw.com
http://www.battley.com
http://www.bobsbmw.com
http://www.bobsbmw.com
mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=
mailto:editor%40bmwbmw.org?subject=


Membership application/renewal form
Please check appropriate selections:

o NEW MEMBER     o RENEWAL     o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 

Associate 

STREET                    BMW MOA #

CITY, STATE, ZIP                   BMW RA #

OCCUPATION                   AMA #

PHONE (c) (h) (w) 

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
	 o 16–25     o 46–55
	 o 26–35     o 56–65
	 o 36–45     o 66+

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year    Associate Member: $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy 
of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Shannon Krammes, 
Membership Chair, 6480 McKee Way, Manassas VA 20111-4310. Membership dues are not refundable.

MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by

Sign up or renew 
online with PayPal at 

www.bmwbmw.org/mbrship

I’m interested in helping out with 
the following committees:
	 o Gov’t Affairs    o Rally
	 o Internet      o Rides
	 o Meetings & Events  o Safety
	 o Membership    o Sales
	 o Newsletter/BTS   o Tech

41st Annual Square Route Rally registration form
Please check appropriate selections:

o ADULT CLUB MEMBER ($35)  o ADULT NON-MEMBER ($40)  o CHILD (<18) ($10)

RIDER NAME

PASSENGER NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

PHONE (c) (h) (w)        E-MAIL 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME/PHONE (REQUIRED):

OTHER INFORMATION
Rider is 	 	 	 o Male  o Female  Age:
Passenger is 	 o Male  o Female  Age:

Motorcycle ridden to rally (year, make, model, mileage):

Direct mileage to rally:

Your local BMW club (just one, please):
LIABILITY WAIVER
I/we hereby waive, release and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, Camp West-
Mar, caterers and entertainers for any liability resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attend-
ing the 2015 Square Route Rally, or for any cause of action I now have or in the future will have against 
them. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees. Please sign below:

____________________________________________________________  DATE ________________________

Register online with PayPal at 
www.bmwbmw.org/srr

Contact treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
for address to mail in a check.

BMWBMW presents the 41st Annual Square 
Route Rally, 5-7 June 2015. Three days and 
two nights of excellent rides in the Catoctin 
Mountains with Washington, DC and historic 
Gettysburg only an hour’s ride away. Free rally 
shirt for the first 50 and mug to the first 200 
registrants. Saturday night feast and door prize 
coupons included with your registration. For 
those planning on purchasing a day pass only, 
dinner Saturday night is $15. If you are register-
ing for the entire weekend, you don’t need to 
buy the dinner separately. Cabin space avail-
able on a first-come, first-serve basis. Wooded, 
open and quiet camping areas available. Motels 
are available in nearby Thurmont. Early registra-
tion closes on 30 May; registration at the gate 
is $5 more.

http://www.bmwbmw.org/mbrship
http://www.bmwbmw.org/srr
mailto:treasurer%40bmwbmw.org?subject=SRR%20registration%20inquiry
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BETWEEN the SPOKES

BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
Shannon Krammes, Membership Chair
6480 McKee Way
Manassas, VA 20111-4310

Tech tip: Getting a new alternator belt onto an R 1200 engine can be a knuckle-busting task, but you can make it a little easier with a helper. Put the 
bike is sixth gear, then loop the belt over the top pulley. Insert an appropriately sized Allen wrench into one of the holes on the bottom pulley, then 
guide it into the grooves with your fingers. Have your helper rotate the rear wheel in the direction of travel and the Allen wrench will keep the belt 
from popping off the bottom pulley as it rotates. The belt will seat itself, but make sure you’ve got it all the way into the grooves or you’ll have to
take it off and start over. Check the clearance between the Allen wrench and your crash bars (if you have them) before turning the rear wheel. Photo
by Wes Fleming.

http://www.bmwbmw.org
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