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beque pit in preparation for the evening meal. Your significant 
other has to work on Saturday and can only make it to West-Mar 
in time for the evening festivities. Fortunately, individual dinners 
are available this year for a reasonable price. After dinner you 
take a front row seat to observe our club VP have his ponytail 
lopped and donated to charity. Having a Rally Chair and a past 
president who are well connected to the motorcycle industry has 
ensured the superlative selection of door prizes at a rally that is 
already distinguished for its quantity and quality of prizes. Even 
if you’re one of the minority who doesn’t get an award or a prize, 
there’s “no time for fussing or fighting, my friend” as your post-
awards entertainment on Saturday is a witty discourse by one of 
the most notable speakers in Beemerdom and is guaranteed to 
raise a smile. It looks to be just as entertaining as the (Lack of) 
Talent Show on Friday evening — for, well, you know that it’s a fool 
who plays it cool in karaoke. Finally, you complete your evening 
around the communal campfire for a comparison of tall tales 
and the occasional true anecdote.
 Aren’t you glad you pre-registered? If you haven’t, fill out and 
mail in the form on page 19 or head over to our website and 
register that way — www.bmwbmw.org/srr.

*Apologies to John Ono Lennon, who was a guitarist and singer in a moderately 
successful garage band in the sixties. These are his lead-in lyrics to a song 
about a girl named Lucy who lived a very long time ago. Additional apologies 
extended to his bandmates.
** Feeling a twinge of compassion for other buds sweltering in the Alabama 
sunbeams. 
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It was 40 years ago today
“Picture yourself in a boat on a river with tangerine trees and 
marmalade skies.  Somebody calls you, you answer quite 
slowly”* … oops, sorry there, clearly I spent my formative years 
in the 1960s. Let’s try again … Picture yourself on a Thermarest 
mattress floating on the cool refreshing waters of the swim-
ming pool at Camp West-Mar with a perfectly chilled microbrew 
in your hand, watched over by a Red Cross-certified lifeguard. 
Your buds** are either riding their adventure bikes on and off 
the Federal forest roads, riding their GTs over the twisting back 
roads of the Blue Ridge, or hiking the Appalachian Trail. You 
decided to stay on-site rather than ride because you entered 
your bike in one of Drew’s special concours categories, and you 
want to compete in the newly reinstituted field events with a blue 
ribbon dangling from your bike’s mirror.
 Somebody calls you, you hop out of the pool, dry off with a 
towel, and don your free collector’s edition performance fabric 
SRR T-shirt that you received due to your diligence in being one 
of the first 75 people to preregister for the 40th Annual Square 
Route Rally. The on-site breakfast and bag lunch were delicious, 
but the fresh air and cool breezes flowing off the (unambigu-
ously non-tangerine) forested hills towering over your head have 
whet your appetite so, as you head up to the mess hall to see if 
they need any help, you grab a marshmallow pie and (what the 
heck) the ice is slowly melting, so you grab a refill of a different 
brand of microbrew selected by Kurtis. 
 Walking past the caboose reminiscent of a yellow submarine, 
you notice the local volunteer fire department setting up the bar-

http://www.bmwbmw.org/srr
http://www.battley.com
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Rally registration 
form located on 

page 19.

Print out, copy or 
tear off and mail in!

Free rally t-shirt 
for the first 75 paid 

registrants!

This year we are celebrating 
being “over the hill” by spending 
a weekend on one. The Square 
Route Rally is launching into 
middle age with an event unlike 
any before. We have to leave 
some items to surprise, but 
here is a preview of some of the 
diabolical plans that the rally 
crew has devised.
 On Friday, don’t miss the 
ironic “talent” show with real 
prizes and cash money! For 
those who want to cuddle, we 
will have a vintage motorcycle 
movie showing. Drew will imple-
ment his clever ploy for a free 
haircut with a “scalp the rally 
chair” event.
 Start your Saturday morning 
with a yoga session at 7 am. 

Please sign up to join us on the 
BMWBMW forums under “2014 
Rally Planning & Volunteers.” 
 You will need your yoga flex-
ibility for the field events. We 
are planning to use more of the 
West-Mar acreage this year for 
events. Our moto events may 
include slowest rider, smallest 
person picking up the biggest 
bike and jousting. Please see 
Drew for the insurance waiver 
on those last two.
 If the inevitable SRR rain 
doesn’t satisfy, this year the 
pool will be open in the after-
noon — swimsuit required. Up-
ping our culinary game, dinner 
will be catered and supplied 
by a local affair. Afterwards 
we will dish up the awards for 

farthest traveled rider, young-
est rider and rider with the best 
MacGyver bike, among others. 
Saturday culminates in S’mores 
and stories by the campfire. 
Pass the hooch.
 Despite the lack of a door, 
new and exciting door prizes 
will be offered. Day passes are 
available, as is an option to pur-
chase a dinner seat if you show 
up on Saturday night.
 Finally, saving the best for 
last, there will be beer and 
wine! This year we are celebrat-
ing the locals with beer from the 
DMV area, coinciding with the 
Maryland Craft Beer festival. 
Breaux Vineyards will be sup-
plying vino for the winos in the 
crowd.
 Let’s make our 40th the best 
rally yet; I am looking forward to 
seeing everyone. Registration 
is open at bmwbmw.org/ral-
ly/2014/default.html. Register 
now, as the first 75 registrants 
get a free technical fabric 
t-shirt. The first 200 receive a 
free mug, as well. Registration 
closes on May 27th.

Reboot at the Square Route!

http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/2014/default.html
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/2014/default.html


| BTS 05.14 | 5 |

TOM McGRATH’S
MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP®

Dedicated to protecting the rights of injured motorcyclists. We ride so we understand.  
If you’ve been injured through no fault of your own, call the Motorcycle Law Group.SM

1-800-321-8968            www.MotorcycleLawGroup.com
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

PRE-REG BY 5/21 & SAVE!
$35 member | $40 non-member

Free Rally T-Shirt to First 75* registered by May 21, 2014
*Rally t-shirts for sale on-site

� Friday Night Talent Show & Movies � Seminars, Tech
Sessions & Field Events � Thrilling Road & Dual Sport 
Rides � Free Saturday Dinner, Soft Drinks & Coffee

� Beer & Wine Garden � Breakfast & Bag Lunch Menus
� Quiet Campsites & Cabins available on � rst come basis

� Camp� re Chats & S'mores

To register, read rally
news and more info, visit 
www.bmwbmw.org

Reboot at the 40th Annual
SQUARE ROUTE RALLY

May 30–June 1, 2014 • Camp West Mar, Thurmont, MD

http://www.motorcyclelawgroup.com
http://www.bmwbmw.org
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A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 
needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Spring 
riding season!
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment. la
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Battley to open new
BMW/Ducati showroom
Story and photo by Wes Fleming

Even though Battley Cycles has been selling BMWs since 1986, anybody that has been in there in the last 
few years might think BMWs are somewhat of an afterthought when it comes to motorcycle sales. With its 
BMW stock tucked away off to one side and down a short flight of stairs, it’s easy to get lost in the sea of 
Harleys unless you know exactly where the BMWs — and primary BMW salesman Todd Dibell — are.
 Battley is one of an ever-dwindling number of multi-line dealers that still sell BMWs; you can get a Harley-
Davidson or Ducati there in addition to a BMW. They’re helping Eric Buell rebuild his dealer base and will be 
taking on American-made Motus sport-touring bikes as soon as those are ready for production as well.
 Owner and “Director of Happiness” Devin Battley is a former AMA Road Racer and well-known bike collec-
tor; he can often be overheard raving about his most recent acquisition when he’s not off attending Moto GP 
events or blazing an S 1000 RR down the straightaway at Summit Point.
 BMW has upped the ante in the motorcycle world in recent years with a number of wildly popular and 
technologically advanced models like the K 1600 GT/GTL, S 1000 RR and the new water-cooled boxers, the 
R 1200 GS and RT. Because of this investment on the part of BMW Motorrad and growing interest in BMW 
motorcycles, Battley has built out a new Euro-bike showroom, converting part of its large warehouse space 
into a modern, state-of-the-art BMW and Ducati showroom.
 “It made sense to invest in upgrading and expanding our facilities to serve all the new customers these 
products have drawn into our showroom — and better serve our existing customer base, too,” Tom Buzas,
Battley’s general manager, said.
 Design work on the new showroom started in June 2013, but some technical and logistical issues delayed 
construction until March 2014. Buzas expects operations in the new showroom to begin in mid-May, with a 
grand opening event coming in June. Both BMW and Ducati are expected to inspect the new facility in early 
May to finalize everything down to the lights and floor tiles.
 Devin Battley said, “I am very happy that we will be able to have better presentations of all of our products 
in our renovated showrooms. With a larger selection of products and better displays, we will also provide bet-
ter service.”
 Buzas added, “We’re also changing our hours to 
better suit our customers — starting in May, we’ll be 
closed on Sundays and open on Mondays from 10 
until 7.” Tuesday-Saturday hours will be unchanged.
 BMW riders can expect to see changes at all US 
BMW dealers in the near future, as BMW’s new corpo-
rate identity requirements are driving specific changes 
in how the dealers stock and display BMW motor-
cycles. As the other dealers update their showrooms, 
you can expect to hear — and see — more about them 
here in the pages of Between the Spokes.

http://www.beemersuberalles.com


| 10 | 05.14 BTS | BIKE OF THE MONTH     |     By Larry Cain     |     Photos by Arwyn Mae

This ain’t no midlife crisis

What made me, an out-of-shape, over 60, fiscally conservative, analytical man put down a deposit on a new BMW 
I’d never seen, much less ridden? To make it even more improbable, I didn’t even know at the time how much the 
bike would cost or when this new model would begin to ship.
 The answer is pretty easy — it was a purely emotional decision.
 I started riding later than many BMWBMW members. I took the Maryland MSF Basic Rider Course in 2005. My 
instructor was one of the best — our own Henry Winokur. That same year, I purchased a new Suzuki Burgman 650cc 
maxi scooter and was off. 
 Shorter rides were the norm in the beginning, but I soon found myself starting to move the distances out into the 
200-mile range. That exposed Ingrid’s (get it?) only serious flaw, the suspension. Still, my weekend pleasure jaunts 
put about 10,000 miles on the scoot in the first year.
 That same year, I met Jim Ford, who runs the Rider’s Workshop and who wrote about his dear friend, Paul Mi-
halka, in a previous issue of BtS. Both these gents struck a chord with me because of their love of motorcycling, the 
“invisible roads” and smooth, effortless execution. I wanted to be like them.
 Early in 2006 I moved to an R 1200 RT and was thrilled with how it could handle the miles. I found myself trying 
to mimic Paul with rides that included seeing the sunrise through Sidling Hill and being home for lunch after 300 
joyful miles.
 I’m not a skilled rider and try to work on that all the time. I’ve taken classes from MSF, TCARC (levels 1 and 2), 
the Riders Workshop and Stayin’ Safe. Although each is very different, I’ve learned something very valuable from 
every one and will continue to use them and others annually to try to improve. 
 In 2009, I stepped way outside my comfort zone. Paul was the one who gave me the confidence. When I asked 
if he knew anything about Reg Pridmore’s CLASS and whether it was worthwhile he said something like “Well, I’ve 
been 20 or 25 times.” That clinched the deal for me.
 My two days on the track at Virginia International Raceway in ’09 advanced my riding skills more than an addi-
tional two years of normal riding would have. It was amazing. It was also more fun than anything else I had done in 
a decade. I was hooked on Reg, his team and CLASS. I’ve been six times and can’t wait to return this June.
 Many of us, I expect, have been intrigued by BMW’s S 1000 RR introduced several years ago. The thought of that 
much power coupled with consistent reports of how easy it is to ride makes mere mortals like me dream of riding 

http://www.eubmw.com
http://www.woodberryinn.com
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like Nate Kern. Every year 
when I return to VIR there 
are more and more RRs 
in the field. Every year I 
futilely try one on for size. 
Nope, not gonna work. 
Too tall, too fat, too stiff.
 In December 2013, 
I started to hear the 
reports on BMW’s new 
Roadster version of the 
RR. Wow. Could this be 
my answer? In 2011, I 
purchased an F 800 R 
and still really enjoy it. It’s 
lightweight, nimble and 
fun to ride with plenty of 
pep. It did really well on 
the track at VIR and, after a peg lowering kit, it’s also reason-
ably comfortable for all-day rides. Despite those positive things, I 
thought perhaps an S 1000 R would work better for me.
 The online and YouTube reviews of the S 1000 R were too 
intoxicating. (Please understand I’m speaking about the on-the-
road reviews and videos — not the ones of holligans popping 
wheelies and burning rubber.) This wasn’t just adding an upright 
handlebar to the RR; the R is almost a completely different bike.
 Thanks to Steve Anderson, I’m now the proud owner of the 
first S 1000 R to come out of Morton’s. I chose a loaded one in 
Alpine White. I thought the red was really attractive but would 
get too much attention from LEOs.
 A tech-head I’m not. Neither am I a very discriminating rider, 
but I know what I think is fun to ride and this bike is definitely 
that. 
 It’s got power and torque out the wazoo. Sure, BMW “de-
tuned” the engine from 190 hp in the RR to 160 hp in the R 
(136 in rain mode), but that doesn’t tell the story. They also 
flipped the torque curves so, while both bikes are rated at 83 
pound-feet, the R gets there sooner (9250 rpm) and everywhere 
below that towers over the RR. At 3500 rpm, for example, the R 
has a 16 pound-feet advantage.
 The suspension is outstanding. The R’s front-end has the 
same fork and suspension as the HP4, as well as that bike’s 
Dynamic Damping Control. The Brembo radial caliper brakes are 
absolutely solid, the transmission is smooth, I love the speed 
shifter and the bike is very stable. There are lots of electronics 

like race ABS and Dynamic Traction Control, as well as a slipper 
clutch that I have not experienced yet.
 I picked the comfort seat option because it supposedly added 
an inch to the seat height. I think it’s comfortable, but I also am 
OK with the stock seat on the RT and the F bikes. I lean forward 
slightly, but it’s comfortable and the heated grips are nice. The 
cruise control works great. The electronics and controls are 
straightforward and ride modes, suspension, traction control 
and ABS system adjustments can all be made on the fly.
 The compaints I have are relatively minor when compared 
to the positives. The bike is missing tire pressure monitoring 
and an air temperature indicator. The steering reaching its lock 
very early, which hampers slow speed maneuvers. I’ve detected 
some engine heat in the seat area at stoplights. No center stand 
option is available. The mirrors are a little too narrow to see 
past my wide load. The footpegs are too high for my old knees 
and I will be in search of a lowering kit for sure. There’s no wind 
protection, either.
 What a blast it is to ride, though. Throttle response is instant 
and acceleration can be shockingly forceful. I think it handles 
great and it inspires confidence. At the same time, it’s an awful 
lot of bike and throttle control needs to be smooth and deliber-
ate. Did I say it has incredible power and torque?
 This bike is exhilarating to ride, but requires restraint unless 
you want to meet an LEO or first responder. I love it and can’t 
wait to get it to VIR in June.

This 
ain’t no 
midlife 
crisis
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Next tech days:

24 May & 21 June
Tech days are one of the most well-attended 
events held by the club each year. WE NEED 
YOU to host one!
 We usually have the benefit of having two 
or three tech days each year hosted by one 
of the local BMW dealers (as pictured here, 
from our 9 March tech day hosted by Mor-
ton’s BMW), but most tech days are hosted 
by club members just like you.
 You don’t have to be a technical wizard to 
host. You don’t have to have a giant
garage or bike lifts, you don’t have to have 
an extensive collection of tools or put on 
a luau for the attendees. You only need to 
have a few things: willingness, availability 
and some space for people to work on their 
bikes.
 It helps to have an oil drain pan (or two), 
but there’s absolutely nothing wrong with 
asking people to bring everything they need. 
Many club members (like your outré editor) 
have the tools and supplies they need to 
work on their bike but lack the space!
 Let’s not forget the social aspects of the 
tech day as well. There’s nothing finer than 
a day spent talking, laughing, advising, pon-
dering, helping, eating, drinking and riding 
with your friends and fellow club members.

Volunteer to host a tech day! Contact the club’s tech committee 
co-chairs, Bruce and Nicki Watkins — tech@bmwbmw.org — to find 
out how to host. Members in good standing who host a tech day 
receive a $50 reimbursement to help with cleanup, refreshments 
or other expenses incurred by the host. Volunteer today!

http://www.capitalcycle.com
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Chiseled in the stone facade of the building which houses the 
Virginia Department of Transportation at 1201 E. Broad Street 
in Richmond are these words: “Dedicated to the comfort and 
safety of those who travel the highways of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.” In the ten years following the enactment of a federal 
highway bill in 1982, commuting motorcyclists in Virginia found 
little comfort in that noble pronouncement.
 The Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 was sup-
posed to have changed the way motorcyclists could commute to 
work in major metropolitan areas. George Brosseau of the BMW 
Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, working closely with AMA 
representatives, lobbied to have §163 inserted into the Act. It 
states:

“Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act or any 
other law, no funds apportioned or allocated to a State 
for Federal-aid highways shall be obligated for a project 
for construction, resurfacing, restoring, rehabilitating, or 
reconstructing a Federal-aid highway which has a lane 
designated as a carpool lane unless the use of such lane 
includes use by motorcycles. Upon certification by the 
State to the Secretary of Transportation and acceptance of 
such certification by the Secretary, the State may restrict 
such use by motorcycles if such use would create a safety 
hazard.”

 Given such straightforward language, most states immediate-
ly complied. 1  Others, which then had no high-occupancy vehicle 
(HOV) lanes, would be required to permit motorcycle usage when 
such lanes were constructed or certify that a safety hazard was 
presented. No one in 1982 seriously believed that the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) would attempt to file such 
a certification or refuse to comply.
 But in 1982 we didn’t understand VDOT very well.

The Opening Salvo

 The agency ignored the law from the first day, stating that in 
its opinion the highway bill was not retroactive. Even if such an 
argument were valid, it was obvious that day-to-day maintenance 
on federal-aid highways was being undertaken with the use of 
federal monies. That should have prompted VDOT immediately 
to file a request for an exemption. It did not, preferring merely to 
ticket motorcyclists who tried to use the existing HOV lanes.
 On August 15, 1985, when Virginia sought additional funds 
to begin construction on some new interstate roads, it wrote to 
the division administrator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHwA). Attaching a report which claimed to show that bikes 
posed a safety hazard on commuting lanes, it asked for FHwA’s 
concurrence in banning motorcycles on the new roads. Within 

1 The legislative history of the 1982 highway bill contained exceptionally strong 
language, in part directing the U. S. Secretary of DOT “. . . to promote commuter-
oriented motorcycle use by encouraging State and local governments to make 
preferential carpool highway lanes available for use by motorcycles at any time 
that they are available for use by carpools.”

twelve business days, Virginia’s request was approved.
 Not a single word of the request or subsequent approval was 
leaked to the public. The entire process was shrouded in abso-
lute secrecy.
 Clearly, this promised to be a long fight.

The Battle Is Joined 

 At first motorcycle opposition to VDOT’s position was scat-
tered and ineffective. AMA’s requests for meetings and alterna-
tive resolutions were shunted aside. Agitation by AMA members 
grew, however, as rush hour congestion in the Washington 
metropolitan area increased during the next several years.
 In early 1991 AMA’s government relations department, work-
ing with key staffers in the Public Works and Transportation 
Committee of the House of Representatives, devised a master 
stroke: An amendment would be written into the 1991 highway 
bill, striking down all prior bans against motorcyclists on HOV 
lanes and requiring that any future requests to bar bikes from 
commuter lanes be published in the Federal Register. The re-
quested language was inserted as an amendment to §163. The 
amended language could not have been more clear.
 On December 18, 1991 President Bush signed the Intermo-
dal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). Our amend-
ment had escaped the joint conference committee intact. The 
next morning motorcyclists in Virginia were commuting to work, 
legally in our view, for the first time in nine years on HOV lanes. It 
looked as if the Promised Land had suddenly arrived.

A Sleeping Bear

 Virginia did not react immediately to the passage of ISTEA, 
but at least the state police were not issuing tickets to bikers. 
We treated that as a sign, however temporary, that VDOT might 
be willing finally to accept language that was too plain to ignore. 
Inquiries to the agency were met with statements that it was 
studying the matter and awaiting a federal response to its own 
questions.
 Storm clouds slowly began to appear on the horizon. On Janu-
ary 5, 1992 a VDOT spokeswoman said in a television interview 
that VDOT fully intended to move to ban bikes from HOV lanes 
because “they weave in and out of traffic.”
 On January 14 I wrote to Linda T. Puller, 2 a member of the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates, expressing my concerns: “VDOT’s aim 
is transparent. At issue is a grant of some $30 million to com-
plete and extend the Springfield interchange on I-395. Virginia’s 
receipt of those funds is dependent upon its compliance with 
existing federal regulations. Thus it does not ban motorcyclists at 
present. However, once the highway funds are in hand, I predict 
with a level of assurance that rises to near certainty that VDOT 
will recertify to FHwA that motorcyclists should again be prohib-
ited on HOV lanes.”
2 She is the widow of Lewis Puller, a Viet Nam veteran and winner of the Pulitzer 
prize for his 1991 autobiography, Fortunate Son. Tragically, he committed suicide 
in May, 1994.

The fight to open Virginia’s HOV lanes
By Bob Higdon

As motorcyclists, we’re allowed to use the HOV lanes during restricted hours and the HOT lanes any time without paying any tolls. There was a time, however, that the 
diea of motorcycles on the HOV lanes was anathema to state and federal legislators. Longtime club member Bob Higdon relates the story of how the way it is now 
came to be. —Ed.

Part 1



it intersects the southern arc of the Washington 
beltway. Could FHwA’s order mean that bikes 
would be permitted on the I-95 section, where new money was 
being spent, but banned from I-395 northward? Even though it 
was only one road, could they consider this more than one “proj-
ect?”
 On February 20, VDOT answered that question affirmatively. 
Motorcycles could use the diamond HOV lanes on I-95 south of 
the beltway; when the same highway turned into I-395 and dedi-
cated lanes, virtually empty of traffic, continued on into Washing-
ton, D.C., bikers had to exit. 4  It was literally an accident waiting 
to happen.

4 And had to do so by moving from the leftmost lane across four lanes of con-
gested traffic during morning rush hour periods. When a FHwA official observed 
the scene one morning a few months later, his face turned white.

| BTS 05.14 | 15 | Delegate Puller, known to all as “Toddy,” was a great friend 
of ABATE in northern Virginia. Their members had worked self-
lessly to help secure her election just a few months earlier. She 
had promised to help our efforts in opening HOV lanes to bikers 
permanently. 3

 Our efforts to meet with the Virginia transportation secretary, 
John Milliken, met with stony silence. In the meantime hundreds 
of concerned motorcyclists were scattering letters like snow-
flakes to Virginia legislators, state and federal. The results were 
depressingly predictable: The correspondence would routinely 
be forwarded by the legislator to Milliken, whose staff would 
respond with bureaucratic evasion and duplicity.
 Federal monies for highway construction were delivered to 
Virginia in January, 1992. On the last day of the month FHwA 
issued a strange order. It said that states could continue to 
ban bikes on HOV lanes under the state’s own authority until it 
requested additional money for another “project” on that road. 
Otherwise, it would have to let bikes on the highway or move to 
classify them as safety hazards.
 The word “project” was bothersome. For example, there is 
a single interstate highway from Richmond, VA to Washington, 
D.C., but it changes its route number from I-95 to I-395 once 

3 It should be mentioned that the existence of HOV lanes was not a subject to 
provoke unanimity even among motorcyclists. The president of the Old Dominion 
chapter of ABATE in northern Virginia expressed reservations about restricting 
access to any highway which had been constructed with federal funds. While I 
personally shared that sentiment, HOV lanes were a fact of life. There was no 
measurable chance that, having been implemented, they would somehow cease 
to exist in Virginia or anywhere else. Until such time, the overwhelming major-
ity of commuting motorcyclists were extremely vocal in their desire to use HOV 
lanes.

Part 2 will follow in next month’s issue.

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
mailto:brownsvtwin%40verizon.net?subject=query%20from%20BMWBMW%20Between%20the%20Spokes


| 16 | 05.14 BTS |



| BTS 05.14 | 17 |

May is motorcycle safety awareness month

The National Highway Transportation 
Safety Administration (nhtsa.gov) de-
clared that May will be motorcycle safety 
awareness month in the US, and asked 
motorcycle clubs and organizations of all 
sizes to participate in spreading the word.
 According to the NHTSA, fatal motorcy-
cle crashes are on the rise as helmet us-
age is on the decline. Both motorcyclists 

and car drivers need to be more aware of 
each other in order to reverse the former 
trend.
 Statistics show an alarming trend: in 
2012, 4,957 motorcyclists were killed in 
traffic crashes, a continued increase from 
2010. Those deaths account for 15% 
of the total highway fatalities that year. 
Injured motorcyclists also increased from 
81,000 in 2011 to 93,000 in 2012. 
 Helmet usage is also on the decline, 
dropping from 66% of motorcyclists wear-
ing helmets in 2011 to 60% in 2012. The 
decrease was most significant among 
motorcycle passengers, decreasing from 
64% in 2011 to 46% in 2012. The NHTSA 
estimates that 1,617 lives were saved in 
2011 because of proper helmet usage, 
but another 701 lives could have been 
saved if helmets had been worn.
 As BMW riders living in states with 
mandatory helmet laws, we’re not exactly 
the target demographic for preaching on 
helmet usage. We know that wearing a 

helmet is an important way for a motor-
cyclist to stay safe, but we also know that 
paying attention to road signs, obeying 
speed limits and always staying focused 
on the road work together with proper 
gear to prevent death and injury.
 In addition to offering tips to car and 
truck drivers, the NHTSA offered the fol-
lowing tips to motorcyclists as a way to 
boost safety.
• Wear a DOT-compliant helmet and 

other protective gear
• Obey all traffic laws and be properly 

licensed
• Use turn signals for every lane change 

or turn
• Wear brightly colored clothing and use 

reflective tape to increase your vis-
ibility to drivers

• Never ride distracted or impaired

Thanks to longtime club member Billy Rutherford for 
bringing this campaign to our attention.

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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Sat 10 May: Board of Directors (10) & General 
Membership (11) meetings at Rady Park,
710 Fauquier Rd, Warrenton VA.

Sat 24 May: Tech Day hosted by Chaz and Pam 
Fisher in Reistertown, MD.

30 May—01 Jun: 40th Annual Square Route 
Rally at Camp West-Mar, Thurmont MD

Sat 21 Jun: Tech Day hosted by Bruce and 
Nicki Watkins in North Beach, MD.

Sat 12 Jul: BoD (10), GM (11) meetings 
& Swap Meet (12) at Beemers Uber Alles, 
Manassas VA

Sat 09 Aug: BoD (10) & GM (11) meetings at 
Bob’s BMW, Jessup MD

Sept (date to be confirmed):
Annual club picnic, location TBD

04-05 Oct: Oktoberfest at Camp West-Mar
Sun BoD (09.30) & GM (10) meetings

Sat 08 Nov: BoD (10) & GM (11) meetings at 
Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg VA

Sun 14 Dec: BoD (10), GM (11) meetings & 
Tech Day (12) at Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg 
MD

BREAKFAST RIDES
Breakfast rides are informal gather-
ings of members who meet for 
breakfast and often a ride after-
wards. Not all members participate 
in the after-meal rides and some 
like to show up solely for the ride. 
Interested? Arrive early, introduce 
yourself and be ready to have fun. 
Look for the tables with helmets 
and jackets piled on or near them 
and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more information, 
or to volunteer to lead a ride one 
weekend, contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

1st Sunday at 8
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard, 
Baltimore, MD 21236. To have 
a reminder email sent to you 
the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to 
Jim Pellenbarg, jpellenbarg@
juno.com.

3rd Sunday at 10
MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road, Thur-
mont, MD 21788. Take I-270 
N to Frederick and continue 
north on U.S. 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right at 
the first stop sign, then left at 
the first traffic light. Go 1/4 
mile and look to the left.

4th Sunday at 8.30
VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE

THE MAIN STREET PUB
7140 Main Street, Clifton, VA 
20124. Park across the street 
by the rail car or behind the 
pub. Walk through the conve-
nience store to the restaurant 
in the back. The ride to the 
pub requires a nice stretch of 
twisty back roads.

You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.

Membership application/renewal form.

Please check appropriate selections:

o NEW MEMBER     o RENEWAL     o CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 

Associate 

STREET                    BMW MOA #

CITY, STATE, ZIP                   BMW RA #

OCCUPATION                   AMA #

PHONE (c) (h) (w) 

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
	 o 16–25     o 46–55
	 o 26–35     o 56–65
	 o 36–45     o 65+

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member: $20/year    Associate Member: $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 
member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate 
copy of the newsletter. Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to: Joel Gladding, 
Membership Chair, 12 Teasdale Ct., Potomac Falls, VA 20165-6242. Membership dues are not refundable.

MOTORCYCLES
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by

Sign up or renew 
online with PayPal at 
www.bmwbmw.org

I’m interested in helping out with 
the following committees:
	 o Gov’t Affairs    o Rally
	 o Internet      o Rides
	 o Meetings & Events  o Safety
	 o Membership    o Sales
	 o Newsletter/BTS   o Tech
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Reboot at the Square Route

40th Annual Square Route Rally
May 30–June 1, 2014 • Camp West-Mar • 

Thurmont, MD
• Free Rally T-Shirt to First 75* paid registrants by May 21, 2014

• Friday night — Talent Show with Cash Prizes
• Saturday night — Prize Drawings and Awards Presentation

• Fun Rides • Field Events • Tech Sessions • Seminars
•	Three	days	and	two	nights	of	
riding,	relaxing	and	rebooting	in	
the	Catoctin	Mountains.	Explore	
the	area’s	excellent	roads	and	
discover	the	region’s	rich	history	
during	our	great	rides	or	on	your	
own!

•	Rally	mugs	for	the	first	300.	Full	
weekend	registration	includes	
Saturday	night	dinner	and	prize	
coupons.	Day	pass	does	not	
include	Saturday	dinner	nor	door	
prize	tickets.

•	Cabin/bunk	space	available	on	
first-come,	first-serve	basis

•	Wooded,	open	and	quiet	camping	
areas	available;	motels	available	in	
nearby	Thurmont,	Gettysburg,	etc.

•	Updates	and	registration	form	at	
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally

*	Rally	shirts	will	be	available	for	
sale

SEND CHECKS TO:
BMWBMW
c/o Henry Winokur
6613 Elgin Lane
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5443

Make checks payable to BMWBMW

Preregistrations must be postmarked 
by May 21.

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of 
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD 
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks 
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about 
3/4 mile and turn left into Camp West-Mar.

OTHER: Gate and registration opens 11AM on Friday, May 30. Beer/wine 
available onsite. You must be registered to participate in club-sponsored rides. 
Registration awards are based on information from this form and will be 
awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.
SORRY, NO PETS OR FIREARMS ALLOWED

– – – – – – – –  – –– – – – – – –2014 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY REGISTRATION FORM – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

□ Pre-Registration $35/Member         $40/Non-member         $10/Child (U12)
□ At Gate $40/Member         $45/Non-member         $10/Child (U12)        
□ Day Pass $20/Adult                                     Children under 12 FREE
□ Dinner only (Sat. night)          $15

RIDER ________________________________________________________

PASSENGER(S) ________________________________________________

DAYTIME TEL # or EMAIL ________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

CITY ________________________________ STATE/ZIP _______________

EMERGENCY CONTACT _________________________________________

This	rally	is	open	to	all	motorcycle	riders	and	their	guests.

I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, Camp West-Mar, 
caterers and entertainers, from any liability resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 
2014 Square Route Rally, or for any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver 
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assignees.

Rider Signature _________________________________________________________

Passenger(s) Signature __________________________________________________

□ Members x $35 = _______________________
□ Non-members x $40 = ___________________
□ Children x $10 = ________________________
□ Dinner only Sat. night x $15 = ______________
□ Day Pass x $20 = _______________________
□ Cash  □ Check # _____________________

Rider: Sex: M F Age _______________________
Passenger: Sex: M F Age ___________________

Direct Mileage to Rally from your home _______

Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
________________________________________

and the Club’s MOA or RA # _________________

(BMWBMW is MOA Club #40, RA Club #15)

Motorcycle Information:
 Make _________________________________
 Model _________________________________
 Year __________________________________

Sidecar Information: Year __________________
 Make/Model ____________________________

Questions or more info: Email Drew at vp@bmwbmw.org
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