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The 39th Square Route Rally: 31 May-2 June
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Speakers, tech sessions and rides at the 39th SRR

“B

ut, Daaaad, what will we
do for fun at the Square
Route?” Well, kids, here’s what’s
on tap — other than a fine German
and domestic brew, that is.
Saturday Rides
• Paul Mihalka Tribute Reveille
Ride In honor of our friend
Paul, start the day early with a
ride to Sidling Hill. Paul had
many favorite day rides, and
Sidling Hill was the starting
point for most. Drew Alexander will lead the ride.
• Gary’s GS Ride Follow Gary
Houseknecht on this gentle
GS ride. About 50% is unpaved, and the entire ride will
take about 5 hours, including
lunch.
• GS Rookie Ride Led by Karen
and Phil Ager. This ride is
meant to be a stroll in the
woods. Open to anyone willing to ride routine gravel and
forest roads. It’s meant to
show beginning GSers where
their dual-sport bikes can go
in a chaperoned and supportive group ride. You will return
to West Mar in time for lunch.
• Gettysburg GT Ride Led by
Sam Booth. You will take back
roads to Gettysburg, where we
will cover the battlefield over
four hours. The ride will involve stops and short walks on
the battlefield. We will take a
group lunch at The Farnsworth
House Inn, resume the battlefield tour and return to the
rally site around 3 pm.
Saturday Tech Seminars
• NOON/Pavilion: Bob
Henig — motorcycling touring
and tour companies.
• 1 PM/Pavilion: How to plan
a trip with your child — Wes
and Arwyn Fleming.
• 2 PM/Pavilion: Brakes —
George Mangicaro. What you
need to know and how to
bleed brakes.
• 3 PM/Pavilion: Packing for a

•

•

multi-day trip — a panel discussion with Ron Orem, Elsie
Smith and Karen Ager.
4 PM/Pavilion: BMW suspensions — Includes hands-on
measurement of suspension
sag and advice on altering
preload and damping settings,
and more.
4 PM/Dining Hall: Garmin
BaseCamp — Wes Fleming
gives an overview of how to
use this important piece of
software.

Featured Speakers & Entertainment
Friday Night:
• Speaker — Drew Alexander
discusses the metaphysical
aspects of motorcycling.
• Music —Join the Chris
Adams Band for blues, R&B
and classic rock with a bit of
funk thrown in.
Saturday Night
• Presentation Ceremony —
Grab a libation as we present

•

awards and grand prizes to deserving (or
lucky) attendees.
Featured Speaker — Seattle to Ushuaia:
Long Distance on a Low Budget with Colin
O’Rourke Busch. No prior experience?
No Spanish Skills? No route planning? No
sponsors? No support crew? No cell phone?
No GPS? NO PROBLEM! Colin presents a
visual and verbal overview of how he sort
of planned and very easily executed his
nine-month, 13-country, 17,000 mile motorcycle journey from Seattle to the southernmost tip of Argentina on a very limited
budget aboard a 1995 BMW R100GSPD
which he hand-built for the journey. Come
join in the fun as Colin challenges the generally accepted notion that long distance,
world travel by motorcycle is a pricy privilege available only to an elite few. Share
in the excitement as he encourages riders
to unlock their own potential and find out
what’s waiting around the corner, around
the block or around the world! He includes
a photo presentation and a “how, what,
why, where, when” seminar followed by an
open Q&A. While this is an absolute mustsee for adventurers, the topics discussed
are equally aimed at all riders of all backgrounds and skill levels.
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Product review

The Schuberth S2: As close to perfect as a helmet can get
By Wes Fleming

I

n the long-distance and heavy touring motorcycle worlds, flip-front
helmets seem to dominate. Schuberth
has long been a popular choice in
this genre; its C3 and optimized-forwomen C3W helmets were all the
rage when they hit dealers in late
2010, in spite of their $699 list price.
I tried for years to get on board
the flip-front wagon. My friends and
other riders I respect raved endlessly
about their convenient, stylish flipfront helmets from HJC, Caberg, Nolan, Shoei and Schuberth. I tried them
all and just couldn’t get into them.
For one thing, I found them heavier
than I like; the Shoei Multitec came

in at a beefy four pounds, two
ounces. I also never liked where
the chinstrap crossed my neck
Full-face helmets became my
refuge. I realize, as a GS rider, I’m
in the minority because I don’t
wear a dirt-bike style helmet or a
flip-front; I abide by the full-face
helmet with no shame. I’ve used
(and loved) the Arai Quantum
series, but currently own a Shoei
RF-1100, which I proudly sport
in a bright orange. It’s a good helmet, weighing in at a svelte three
pounds, 14 ounces.
In that light, then, it’s no shock
that the first thing I noticed about
the Schuberth S2 full-face helmet

At left, a striped S2 and a new high-visibility
orange C3 Pro on the shelf at Morton’s BMW,
one of several local Schuberth dealers.
Below, the S2 reviewed for this article.

is its astonishingly light weight – a
mere three pounds, 10 ounces for
the XXXL version, which of course
includes the internal sun visor!
The S2, for everyday motorcyclists, is the culmination of
decades of experience and thousands of man-hours of development — not to mention over a
million dollars in research and
development funds. The payoff for
the rider is well worth the helmet’s
steep $699 list price ($749 for
fancy graphics). Part of the decision to buy a Schuberth is weighing that cost against the benefits of
the helmet, which always extend
past wondering if the helmet will
protect you in a crash. Examining
the technology and features that
go into the S2 can help with that
determination.
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Like most modern helmets, the S2 is more than
just a shell, EPS and a liner. High-tech materials are
custom-configured and carefully layered to produce
the best combination of strength, protection and low
weight. Schuberth tests the shape of the outer shell
in its wind tunnel to fine-tune the shape in order to
maximize downforce and minimize wind noise.

This cutaway illustration highlights the antenna
built into every S2 helmet and shows the connector dangling down - whether connected to a
Schuberth Rider Communication (SRC) system or
not, the connector is safely tucked up behind the
helmet’s lining. The antenna is laid into channels
molded into the expanded polystyrene (EPS) core
of the helmet during the manufacturing process.
Look in next month’s issue for a full review of the
Schuberth Rider Communication (SRC) system.
Illustrations provided by Schuberth.

You ride the Best Bike.
Why not wear the best gear?
Wearing premium gear makes your ride even better!!
Bob’s has it all: the brands, the styles, a HUGE selection for men
and Women, and most of all, the exceptional customer service that
provides every customer The Ultimate Motorcycling Experience.

Now available at Bob’s BMW:

Thanks to KLIM®’s superior GORE-TEX® materials and
construction techniques, your ride will stay dry, guaranteed.

bobsbmw.com

800-269-2627 • 301-497-8949 • 10720 Guilford Rd. Jessup, MD USA

The S2’s Anti-Rolloff System (ARS) is specially
designed to keep the helmet on the rider’s head
under all conditions. The blue straps in the
illustration above are riveted to the back of the
helmet for strength, then looped over the chin
strap. This serves to prevent the helmet rolling
forward. The straps are easily removed to take
out the lining and simple to put back into place.
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OVERALL QUALITY
The quality of the S2 is well above
average helmets. The finish is smooth
and all the parts fit together tightly.
The high quality lining fits tightly to
the interior of the helmet and the
cheek pads don’t move. The chin bar
is flawless and the mechanical bits
that move — sun visor, face shield and
vents — are top-notch and function
cleanly.
My first small criticism is about
the spoiler that rings the bottom of
the helmet. It clearly functions to
reduce lift at speed and minimize
noise, but it looks and feels very
plasticky. It functions as designed,
though, so this is a cosmetic quibble — a little cost vs. cosmetics ding.

FIT AND FINISH
The S2 has a very neutral shape that
fits me exceptionally well — and I

definitely have a Shoei head (more
round than oval). It fit well all
around right out of the box, with
only a slight extra pressure on the
forehead that went away after just
a couple hundred miles of use.
The cheek pads fit quite
snugly, one of many design cues
meant to reduce noise. This took
a little getting used to, as no other
helmet I’ve ever worn fit quite this
closely around my face. Schuberth
left thin channels in the padding
on either side of the face for eyeglasses. The anti-bacterial, hypoallergenic lining feels soft and
smooth to the touch and doesn’t
get itchy or irritating, even after
hours of riding.
One minor complaint I have
about the helmet’s fit is the placement of the chinstraps, which are
roughly in the same place as on a
flip-front helmet. This placement
is part of the innovative anti-rolloff system and is another minor

difference between the S2 and
other brands’ helmets that takes
a little getting used to. They’re
not really “chin” straps so much
as they are “neck” straps, which,
until I got them adjusted properly, pressed the latch against my
Adam’s apple.

VISIBILITY
The S2 eye port is, by my estimation, about 165 degrees wide.
You can easily see your mirrors
and the lanes next to you without moving your head and there’s
plenty of visibility down towards
your instruments as well. The face
shield and integrated sun visor are
exceptionally clear and free from
distortion. Schuberth forms the
face shield and sun visor in their
already-curved state; the result is
that the face shield and sun visor
are both perfectly optically clear
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and suffer no distortions at all.
Both are easily removed (without
needing any tools) for thorough
cleaning or replacement.
The sun visor is easy to deploy
or retract with its slider, located
under the rider’s left cheek along
the perimeter of the helmet. It’s
a little hard to find at first (and a
little more so with the communications system installed), but
once you get used to its position,
it’s no problem to use because the
mechanism is very smooth.

VENTILATION AND
SOUND DAMPING
The S2 moves a tremendous
amount of air through a small
number of vents. The chin bar vent
is a toggle and serves to funnel
fresh air up across the inside of
the face shield. It quite effectively
de-fogs the face shield, but it introduces quite a bit of wind noise
when open, at least when riding a
standard or dual-sport style bike.

On a sport or sport-touring bike,
this vent doesn’t add much in the
way of noise.
The main vents are what really shine, passing a voluminous
amount of air and using the difference between high pressure (air
being forced in through the crown
vent) and low pressure (air sitting
idle in the ventilation channels)
to draw stale air out the large,
rubber-covered exhaust vents on
the back of the helmet.
As a forsworn full-time earplug user, it was hard for me to
leave out the plugs to test out the
S2’s reportedly superior sound
damping capabilities. The S2 is
noticeably quieter than my Shoei
RF-1100 and makes my Shoei
Multitec sound more like an openface helmet than a flip-front one.
Having said that, even in a clear
air stream, there’s a low-end rumble that becomes tiring after about
a half an hour.
I’ve got a terrible, longstanding case of tinnitus, though,
and a history of hearing damage,

so even with the excellent sound
damping, I’ll be wearing ear plugs
with the S2 despite Schuberth’s claim
of just 84 dB of noise inside the helmet at speed.

THE BOTTOM LINE
The Schuberth S2 is a marvel of
engineering that is, quite simply,
the best full-face helmet I have ever
used — possibly even the best one
currently available. Every design
cue and feat of engineering that’s
gone into the S2 has a purpose and
together, they combine to create an
exquisitely wonderful helmet that is
comfortable, quiet, safe and effective.

Next month’s issue will feature a review of
the SRC, the integratable communication
system for the S2, C3 and C3Pro helmets.

Check out the new F 800 GS Adventure at Battley Cycles in June!
The new F 800 GS Adventure features off-road and touring
upgrades with its 85 hp parallel twin engine and standard ABS.
The huge 6.3-gal. fuel tank allows you to cover distances
with a fuel economy of 55 mpg at 55 mph. At its core is
the torsion-resistant tubular steel frame with spring
travel of 9.1” at the front and 8.5” at the rear. The
F 800 GS Adventure is a true globetrotter with its
high windshield, combined fuel tank protector and
saddle bag mountings. See Todd in BMW Sales
for more information on BMW’s newest offering.

May 31–June 2

June 9

June 22

June 25

Battley is a proud
sponsor of the
Square Route
Rally

COPS Ride.
Register at Battley’s
from 9–10 am; ride
departs at 10 am.

Dog Days at
Battley’s, plus
cookout.

Dealer Dinner
Ride from 7–9 pm.
All bikes and
brands.

Visit our website for
event details, plus
join our free rewards
program and sign up
for our e-mail club!

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community
since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg
(301) 948-4581
Tue–Fri 10–7 | Sat 9–5 | Sun 11–4
© 2013 Battley Cycles, BTS5/13
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A brief look at

By Wes Fleming

M

otorcyclists all over the world take for granted two of Schuberth’s inventions, the integrated sun visor (1996) and the flipfront helmet (1998); probably as many people know Schuberth is responsible for those innovations as know the company
made its first motorcycle helmet in 1954, followed in 1976 by its first composite-materials helmet.
Now based in Magdeburg, Germany, Schuberth got its start in the helmet world by trying to protect its own workers at a time
when the company made protective wooden shipping crates lined with leather. Founded in Braunschweig in 1922, the company
now produces not only motorsports helmets, but also helmets for soldiers, police, firefighters, miners and more, as well as producing other personal safety equipment.
The roster of famous racers that use Schuberth helmets is impressive and includes Formula One champion Michael Schumacher and NASCAR racers Jimmie Johnson and Danica Patrick. In the racing world, which is heavily infused with corporate
sponsorships, Schuberth proudly states that it does not pay racers to use its products.
For a long time, BMW-branded Schuberth helmets were pure unobtanium for riders in the U.S. They were widely respected as
some of the safest helmets in production, but the previous importer, Fairchild Sports, broke off the relationship just before going
out of business. In 2010, Schuberth opened offices in Aliso Viejo, CA and began selling its then brand-new C3 flip-front helmet at
high-end dealers across the U.S.
Older Schuberth helmets aren’t available in the U.S., mainly because they’re not DOT-approved. They’re all quite well manufactured and measure up nicely to Economic Commission of Europe (ECE) 22.05 specifications, but ECE tests don’t require the
same puncture-resistance features that DOT tests
require. Schuberth chose not to re-design their
older helmets for the U.S. market, but the company says all its new and future helmets will meet
both ECE and DOT specifications.
Marcel Lejeune, who works out of the
company’s headquarters in Germany, acts as
Schuberth’s worldwide CEO and Schuberth
North America’s President. Vice President Randy
Northrup heads the North American operation;
he previously held positions with Icon and Scorpion. Sarah Schilke (Marketing & PR), Mike Talarico (Technical) and Doreena Daniel (Accounting)
round out the company’s U.S. management team.

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Spring
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

Bill Shaw’s

Long distance touring tips

Your basic tool kit

M

ost conscientious motorcyclists carry tools with them on
every ride. Experience, for many, has mandated that they
supplement their basic tool kit with additional items that might
be needed in the event of a breakdown. Even a basic tool kit,
like the one provided with most every new bike, is only the
starting point for most serious touring riders.
A minimalist tool kit would consist of a reversible screwdriver,
pliers, assorted Allen (hex) or Torx and open-end wrenches, a
spark plug and lug nut wrench, fuses (if applicable), tire repair/
inflation kit, the manufacturer’s technical/service manual that
came with the bike, and the BMW MOA Anonymous Book.
Listed below are items that I added to what is now my basic
tool kit.
• Tire gauge
• Jumper cables
• Mini flashlight
• Zip ties
• Spare fuel hose
• Hose clamps
• Assorted nuts/screws/washers
• Spark plugs
• Multipurpose utility tool
• Small vice grips
• Spare bulbs
• Extra tire repair materials
• Electrical tape
• Pint of distilled water
• Quart of motor oil
• Towing straps
• Tie downs or cargo straps
• Digital volt meter
• Ear plugs
• Surgical gloves
• Wet-Nap® towelettes
• Small hammer
• Electrical wire
• Fuel filter
• Knife
• Disposable camera
• Road flares
• First aid kit
I added some of these items out of necessity based on experience, while others are for a crisis that I hope never occurs. Admittedly, several of these things may not qualify as a tool in the
strictest sense of the definition, although each will have a specific purpose depending on the type of emergency. The most
indispensable tool I carry, and one that is not listed above, is
my cell phone.
Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a
BMWBMW member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President,
VP, Secretary and Rally Chairman on two occasions. For more safety-related
articles like this, I’d suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine — it’s only $20 a
year and you don’t need to be a member to subscribe! —Ed.
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A big ride for the big five
By Corey Hinderstein
Photos by Chase Hinderstein
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Part one of a two-part feature

Above, Chase and Corey pause for a photo op with a Baobob tree in Botswana.
Left, a lion cub pauses in the middle of the road at the Welgevonden Game Reserve in Limpopo, South Africa.

“Hey,”

I heard in my helmet, “did you see that troop of baboons next to the road?” my husband Chase asked.
“Yes, I was watching them,” I replied.
“Did you see the rest of them cross the road right behind your rear wheel?” Just another day of riding
in southern Africa.
We began our journey 13 days earlier in Johannesburg, South Africa, traced a broad circle around the
Kalahari Desert, and were on our final day of riding into Windhoek, the capital of Namibia. In between
those two cities, we rode through three countries, covered over 1,600 miles, and saw countless wild
animals.
We were in Africa for the Ayres Adventures “Call of the Wild” tour. We booked the trip more than a
year in advance and have been talking about it ever since, to the delight and exasperation of our friends
and family. This trip was the right length for us — two weeks — and it focuses on the game viewing. I have
always wanted to do a safari trip, but as scuba divers, Chase and I normally spend our longer vacations
under water. The addition of motorcycles to the safari was enough to get Chase excited, and the coincidence of the timing of this trip with milestone birthdays for both of us made it an exciting and different
way to celebrate.
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ARRIVAL AND ORIENTATION
We arrived early in the morning in Johannesburg on the Saturday before Easter, after a daylong sojourn in London and a 12-hour overnight
flight. This was deliberate on the part of Ayres,
as our first day of riding was to take us through
some of the city and the traffic is lighter on
Easter Sunday than most other days of the year.
Claus, a German who was one of our two tour
leaders for the trip, met us at the airport. Claus
is a highly experienced tour leader; he’s worked
for Ayres for many years and for Edelweiss for
more than a decade before that. Despite this

Top
The Chobe River connects the Linyanti
Swamp in Botswana to the Zambezi River.
Its banks are home to many animals,
including this elephant cow and her calf.
Above
The hippopotamus is widely considered the
most dangerous animal in Africa, as they kill
more humans every year than any other wild
animal. Hippos are aggressive and territorial.
They spend a lot of time in the water and, as
can be seen here breaching the surface of the
Chobe River, some sport extremely long teeth.
Right
Kavango, in the panhandle of Namibia,
is home to the vast prairies of Bwabwata
National Park and the Mahango Game
Reserve. Various species of antelope, such
as this kudu, spend their days there trying not to get caught by predators.
Following Page
Corey (top left) chats with other animal
watchers at sunset over the salt pan.
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experience, this was to be his first
tour in Africa and he seemed as
excited as we were.
We went back to the hotel one suitcase short. Because
we were to spend as many days
off the bikes as on them, we
had non-riding clothes in addition to riding gear, toiletries and
other items with us. Chase and I
each had one carry-on and one
checked bag. Out of concern that
luggage could be lost, I carried
(or wore) all of my riding gear,
knowing that it would be difficult
to replace if lost. Validating my
worry, my checked bag did not arrive in South Africa. I recommend
for anyone taking this kind of
tour to accept funny stares in the
airport — and ridicule from your
spouse — as you walk through the
terminal in a high-visibility jacket
because it saved the first days of
my trip. A quick shopping trip got
me what I needed for the 72 hours
before the airline located my bag.
Claus took us to the suburban
Johannesburg hotel that served as

our rendezvous point with the rest
of the group. There we met John, a
transplanted Scot who had moved
to South Africa as a teenager and
currently lives in Capetown. John
has worked with Ayres for more
than ten years and led countless
tours in Africa.
These two tour leaders were
amazingly competent in all aspects of the trip. They had to be
skilled riders, logistics managers, wildlife experts, porters and
psychologists and they were tested
in all of these areas along the
way. John’s local knowledge of
the customs, geography, infrastructure and processes such as
border crossings made the trip run
smoothly and provided us with
peace of mind.
We got our rental motorcycles
on the first afternoon. The default
bike is a 2013 F700GS — which
I rode — but each rider has the
opportunity to request another
model. Our group included two
F700GS, two R1200GS (including Chase) and one R1200R. The

tour leaders rode John’s personal
R1200GSA.
On that first day, we had a group meeting to introduce ourselves and learn how the trip would run
(see sidebar for details). There were seven guests for
the five motorcycles on the trip. Chase and I each
rode our own bike, Russ and Tina from Pennsylvania rode two-up, Wayne was on the trip by himself,
and Christian from Germany’s Black Forest rode; his
wife Evelyn rode in the support van. Russ, Tina and
Christian met two years ago on a motorcycle tour in
New Zealand, and the two couples had since spent
time together in Germany and decided to do this trip.
Wayne was on this tour to compete unfinished business, as he came to the Call of the Wild tour in 2011,
but could not complete it due to a wreck in which he
suffered injuries. One of the tour leaders estimated
that on every third trip, there is maybe one woman
riding — and on this trip, it was me. It seems women
are even more underrepresented on adventure tours
than in the riding community as a whole. One area
of discussion related to tips on riding through three
countries on the “wrong” side of the road. Some of
the effects are obvious — be aware of which lane you
turn into at intersections — and some are less so, like
the warning to look for stop signs on the opposite
corner than that you are used to. We then went to
dinner and tried to get a good night sleep, despite jet
lag and excitement.
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FIRST RIDE IN AFRICA
We woke early on Easter Sunday ready to hit the road
to the Welgevonden Game Reserve on South Africa. I
was the only one riding a motorcycle that I had never
ridden before, and this added to my general anxiety
about a trip with distances and road conditions I had
never experienced. We started slowly as we made
our way through the streets of Johannesburg, from
a suburban area with high-end European designer
boutiques to roads that passed through the terrible
poverty of the townships. We did not have time to
learn about these areas, but we had the
first of many experiences of people being
excited, curious and friendly as they saw
us pass by. Waving children along the road
became our constant companions and
we had the great pleasure of talking with
many of them during our trip.
As we emerged from the city, we
encountered another sight that would
become routine over the following two
weeks: long, straight roads in generally
good condition. When we first considered this trip, Chase called Ron Ayres to
discuss it. I am a relatively new rider, with
no experience with long distances or offroad conditions. Ron assured us that the

route was all paved and the riding
was straightforward. In fact, he
warned Chase that the riding itself
was boring. The trip was more
about the destination — the game
parks — than the journey, he advised. That being said, I think there
is more nuance to what Ron told
us.
On the negative side, I was
not prepared for all the road
surfaces we encountered. Even
though all the roads were paved,

that does not tell the whole story.
In Botswana, there were long
stretches of roads under construction where we diverted to a gravel
temporary road. All along the
route, we would pull to side of the
road to unpaved “rest stops” consisting of a metal or wood table
under a shade tree. Some of the
gas stations had gravel lots. Four
of our lodges had access roads
that ranged from hard-packed
dirt to deep, soft sand. I encourage anyone considering a destination trip to
make sure your riding
skills are a level above
what is described, not
the bare minimum. I
climbed a steep learning curve, but surfaces
that made me hyperventilate in my helmet
at the beginning of the
trip were routine at the
end. This was the result
of a dropped bike in the
sand, kind tour leaders
and a patient husband

We had to lock our doors, not
because of crime but because
baboons know how to open
doors and like shampoo.

to talk me through some
basic techniques for riding
on uneven and unstable
ground.
On the positive side,
despite the lack of road
variety, I still feel that seeing these areas by motorcycle offered an experience that I could not have in a car
or, more commonly for tours, in
a bus. We passed through areas
that for long stretches might have
superficially looked the same.
On a bus, I might have dozed off,
turned on some music, engaged in
a conversation or otherwise tuned
out until arriving at the day’s destination. On a motorcycle, I can
never tune out. I am constantly
surveying my surroundings for my
own safety. I need to watch the
road, the traffic — though for most
of the trip this was about three
other vehicles per hour — and other potential hazards. For this reason, I observed almost everything
I passed, learning more about the
countries and their differences,

like how a village in Botswana
differs in structure from a Namibian village. I smelled the air and
noticed where the livestock were
corralled and when the villagers
were burning sweet grass in the
morning. I felt the extreme desert
temperature changes, sensing cool
mornings by the river changing to
hot afternoons on the savannas.
This is an African experience I
would not have had in a car, a bus
or on a tour that covered much
less distance with less variety of
atmosphere. This is a uniquely
motorcycle experience.
The ride to Welgevonden began our constant vigil for animals
that could kill us. I don’t refer
to hippos and lions, though we
would see our share of those,
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but rather the animals
near and on the road.
Throughout our journey, we saw cows,
goats, sheep, pigs, dogs and donkeys. We
also saw small antelope like steenbok and
dikdik, warthogs, ostrich, baboons and even
elephants. On that first morning, we saw
our first baboons and warthogs. The danger these wildlife encounters posed was
real and they were not limited to the game parks.
They were often crossing roads and are not used to
the unique sounds of motorcycles. They say that the
first bike startles the animal, the second rider avoids
it and the third rider hits it. Riding with good group
manners was crucial as the hazard lights and “slow
down” motions from the riders in front were reliable
warning signs.
We arrived at the Welgevonden Game Reserve by
lunchtime and parked the motorcycles in a guarded
gravel parking lot that served as a common meeting
area for all the lodges in the park. William, our ranger
from the Shibula Lodge, met us there and took us up
into the park. One of the great elements of this Ayres
tour is the variety of the lodges and wildlife settings
in which we stayed. Shibula is a small lodge with
separated rooms down their own paths and a beautiful common area. The service staff at Shibula was
friendly and accommodating. This was not always the
case on our trip, as there is not a strong service
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Clockwise from above:
A young male lion, freshly disturbed from his nap, surveys his surroundings at
Etosha National Park.
The black rhinocerous is a critically endangered animal, with fewer than 2,500
currently in the wild.
A black-backed jackal prowls the prairie, looking for food.
Can you spot the giant crocodiles? Photo by Corey.
Warthogs are apparently a road hazard, but Chase isn’t afraid. Photo by Corey.
The woodland kingfisher typically resides within 8° of the equator, but many
flocks are migratory and range throughout sub-Saharan Africa.
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culture in southern Africa. We
stayed at luxury hotels and found
that in some places, like Shibula,
there was a great desire to provide
good service even if the details
were lacking. In other places we
stayed, there was not even the
superficial attempt to provide
good service. We really appreciated those individuals who tried
to make our stays comfortable and
easy.
Welgevonden is a private
game reserve and it limits the
size of the lodges allowed within
its fences. At more than 90,000
acres, it is home to over 50 different mammal species, including the “big five” animals. The
big five — lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and Cape buffalo — are the
prizes for African game viewers.
They are not necessarily the biggest by size, nor the rarest animals
to find, but they are the five most
dangerous animals to hunt on
foot, which is where the big five
designation originates. Shibula
Lodge is deep within the reserve

and is not fenced, so the rangers
warned us not to wander at night.
Over the course of four game
drives in our two days in Welgevonden, William showed us a
wide variety of plant, animal and
bird life. We did a night drive
and saw spiders, chameleon and
an owl; we also enjoyed a “sundowner,” an evening cocktail
next to the white rhinos. We
managed to see four of the big
five, but never spotted a leopard.
The most memorable moments
were the interactions between
species. Our first morning drive
started out with William tracking fresh lion prints on the road.
We turned a corner to find two
lionesses and four cubs right
in front of us on the road. We
quickly became aware that a
rhino with a juvenile were not
happy with the lions in their territory. They stormed the road,
chased off the lions, and then
turned their sights on our Land
Rover; we slowly reversed up
the road until the rhinos relaxed.

Later, we found a cheetah with
two cubs in the grass. In a feat that
I still can’t comprehend, Claus
spotted the smallest black tip of
an ear in the tall grass. A brown
hyena also took an interest in the
cheetahs. It approached, separated
one of the cubs from the mother
and looked like it would have a
meal. The mother cheetah then
acted, pouncing on the hyena and
chasing it off. While I respect the
course of nature, I was glad to not
see a cub die. These interactions
were fascinating and highlighted
the real-world setting and that animals are wild.
Next month: Part two of this exciting journey — and more stunning
photos!
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Club elections in October

I

t’s that time of the year again! The current board members’ terms expire
soon and elections are scheduled for the month of October. All positions
are open for nominations. The directors are:
President 				Vice-President				Secretary 		
Treasurer				Membership Chair 		Newsletter Editor
All positions serve a one-year term starting in December. The club has
a committee set up to handle the election, consisting of Greg and Shannon
Krammes and Cheree Craze. The committee is charged with taking nominations for interested candidates, soliciting position statements, counting
the votes and reporting the outcome. The position statement is optional,
but could spell out why you want to serve and what you think makes you a
good candidate.
Anyone can run for office — all you have to have is the desire to serve
and be a member in good standing, meaning you’re up to date on membership dues and not facing any disciplinary actions. You can nominate
yourself or someone else in the club whom you think would be a good candidate. The committee will confirm interest with that person. The duties of
each position are spelled out in the bylaws(online and in the membership
directory), but feel free to contact the election committee or the current officeholder if you have any questions.
Voting will take place during October. All members will receive a copy
of Between the Spokes with a ballot enclosed. Simply fill it out and send
it back to us per the instructions. You’ll also have the option to vote online
through the club’s website. Unlike <insert your favorite crappy city here>,
though, you can only vote once.
This is a great way to help keep the club the successful organization
that it’s become over the years. Please don’t hesitate to step up and serve.
If you are interested in running for any of the positions, please contact the
committee at elections@bmwbmw.org. Alternately, you can contact Rick
Haskins at secretary@bmwbmw.org.

A final farewell for
Paul Mihalka
By Jim Ford

B

efore he died, Paul told his wife, Maria,
to have me take his remains to a certain
Appalachian meadow where he wanted his
ashes scattered. There is no way I will do
this alone.
If you would like, please join Paul’s
daughter, Arianne, Drew Alexander, Maria
Vandergucht and me on June 9th. Meet us
at 7:30 am at the McDonald’s in Myersville,
Maryland. From there, we’ll take a nice ride
to Canaan Valley, West Virginia where this
meadow lies. Each of you is welcome to
some of Paul’s ashes, and can scatter them
as you like — just be sure you’re upwind!
Afterward, we’ll have lunch at the
Canaan Valley lodge. I plan to say a few
words about the “Old Fart” over lunch. Anyone else can, too.
After lunch, it’s an easy ride to I-68,
where each of us can find our own way
home.
If this is something you’d like to do
email Jim Ford at jbf2352@gmail.com.

E15 Fuel For Thought Lobby Day: 19 June

O

n Wednesday, June 19, the American Motorcyclist Association will host a lobby day , “Fuel For
Thought,” in Washington, D.C., to bring attention to
the need for additional testing of E15 fuel (gasoline
containing up to 15% ethanol). All motorcyclists and
those who are concerned about the possible effects of
E15 gasoline are invited to attend!
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency approved the use of E15 for 2001-and-newer light-duty
passenger vehicles. However, motorcycles and ATVs
are not on the approved list. While the EPA contends
that the fuel is safe to use for certain other vehicles,
misfueling of motorcycles and ATVs is a significant
concern.
To increase awareness of the E15 issue to members of Congress, the AMA will host a motorcyclist
lobby day on Capitol Hill on June 19. The program
will begin with a motorcycle ride, followed by a rally
and will culminate in a lobbying effort with participants visiting their congressional delegations’ offices.
The decision by the EPA to allow E15 in the
marketplace comes after only one test — a test that
did not include any motorcycles or ATVs. E15 has

reportedly been found to cause accelerated corrosion of fuel pump
parts, plugged filters, decrease
in fuel efficiency and damage to
emissions control systems.
Auto manufacturers such as
Honda, BMW and 10 others responded to an inquiry from U.S.
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner. Their
responses state that many warranties will be voided if E15 is used
in their products. This will affect
millions of consumers nationwide
as they purchase fuel for their
motorcycles, ATVs, snowmobiles,
boats and lawn equipment.
The AMA is calling for an
independent test by the National
Academy of Sciences on the effects of E15 on engines, including
those of motorcycles and ATVs.
Make your concerns known
and encourage Congress to pass

legislation that requires additional
testing on E15!
Registration is critical for
planning purposes. If you plan
on attending the event, register online (http://capwiz.com/
amacycle/utr/1/GHCBTAIDDV/
LLBUTAIDHB/9531973796).
The event will take place on
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C., at
an exact location on to be determined. Updates will be posted
on the AMA Fuel For Thought
web page and sent to registered
participants.
For more information, contact
Danielle Fowles, Grassroots
Coordinator, AMA.
grassroots@ama-cycle.org

This is a press release from the AMA.
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A hearty welcome to the club’s newest members!
BMWBMW welcomes its newest members:
Tony Andrew of Fredericksburg, VA; Mike Baker of Richmond, VA; Kristopher Betz of Hanover, MD;
Tammy Cook of Annapolis, MD; Walter and Pamela Dandridge of Alexandria, VA; Dave French of
Woodbridge, VA; Scott Gilman of Washington, DC; Loftus Hitchens of Norfolk, VA; Don Smith of
Springfield, VA.

Breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who
meet for breakfast and often
a ride afterwards. Not all
members participate in the
after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for
the ride. Interested? Arrive
early, introduce yourself and
be ready to have fun. Look
for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near
them and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to
lead a ride one weekend,
contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

Breakfast rides
You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
1st Sunday — 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE
BREAKFAST RIDE

3rd Sunday — 10 a.m.
MARYLAND
BREAKFAST RIDE

4th Sunday — 9 a.m.
VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD 21236. To
have a reminder e-mail
sent to you the week
before the breakfast,
send your e-mail address
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road,
Thurmont, MD 21788.
Take I-270 N to Frederick
and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first
Thurmont exit. Turn right at
the first stop sign, then left at
the first traffic light. Go 1/4
mile and look to the left.

CHUCKWAGON
12846-A Fitzwater Drive,
Nokesville, VA 20181. Easily
reached via I-66, U.S. 29
and VA 28. From 28, turn
S/SE on Fitzwater, then
cross the railroad tracks
and look to the left. Riders
gather in the back room.

Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:

o

NEW MEMBER  

o

RENEWAL  

o

Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME_______________________________________________________________
Associate____________________________________________________________

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

STREET_______________________________________ BMW MOA #___________

_________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________ BMW RA #___________

_________________________

OCCUPATION________________________________________ AMA #___________

_________________________

PHONE (c) (h) (w)_____________________________________________________

Referred to BMWBMW by

E-MAIL______________________________________________________________

_________________________

AGE GROUP
o 16–25
o 26–35
o 36–45

o 46–55
o 56–65
o 65+

I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs
o Rally
o Internet
o Rides
o Meetings & Events
o Safety
o Membership
o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS
o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member $20/year
Associate Member $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft. Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

BMWBMW PRESENTS THE
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39th Annual
Square Route Rally
39 and Counting

May 31 – June 2, 2013 • Camp West Mar • Thurmont, MD
PRE-REGISTER by May 20, 2013 and earn EXTRA prize tickets!
• Door Prize/Grand Prize Drawing Saturday Night • FUN Rides
• Riding/Wrenching Related Seminars • Tech Sessions
• Three days and two nights of
excellent rides in the Catoctin
Mountains with Washington, DC
and historic Gettysburg, PA only
an hour’s ride away
• Rally pin and mug to the first 300.
Full weekend registration includes
Saturday night feast and door
prize coupons. Day pass does not
include Saturday dinner or door
prize coupons.

• Cabin space available on firstcome, first-serve basis
• Wooded, open and quiet camping
areas available; motels available in
nearby Thurmont, Gettysburg, etc.
• Updates and registration form at
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about
3/4 mile and make left into Camp West Mar.

SEND CHECKS TO:
BMWBMW
c/o Henry Winokur
6613 Elgin Lane
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5443
Checks payable to: BMWBMW
Pre-reg postmarked by: May 20

hidden
text hidden
text hidden
text hidden
hidden text hidden text
Questions
or more
info: Email
Scotttext
at vp@bmwbmw.org
OTHER: Gate and registration opens 11AM on Friday, May 31st. Beer/wine is
available on-site. Pins and mugs to first 300 registrants. You must be registered
to participate in club-sponsored rides. Registration awards are based on
information from this form and will be awarded to BMW motorcycles and their
riders/passengers.
SORRY, PETS NOT ALLOWED

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –2013 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY PRE-REGISTRATION FORM – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

□ Pre-Registration
□ At Gate
□ Day Pass

$35/Member $40/Non-member $10/Child
$40/Member $45/Non-member $10/Child
$20/Adult
$ 5/Child

RIDER ________________________________________________________
PASSENGER(S) ________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

□ BMWBMW Members x $35 = ______________
□ Non-members x $40 = ___________________
□ Children x $10 = ________________________
□ Cash □ Check # _____________________
Rider: Sex: M F Age _______________________
Passenger: Sex: M F Age ___________________
Direct Mileage to Rally from your home _______

CITY ________________________________ STATE/ZIP_______________

Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________

and the Club’s # for MOA ___________________

This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests.

OR the Club’s # for RA _____________________
(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40)

I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2013 Square Route Rally, or for
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.
Rider Signature _________________________________________________________
Passenger(s) Signature __________________________________________________

Motorcycle Information:
Make _________________________________
Model _________________________________
Year __________________________________
Sidecar Information: Year__________________
Make/Model ____________________________
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