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Sat 11 May: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD
31 May - 2 Jun: 39th Square Route Rally
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD
Sat 15 Jun: Tech day — Dulles, VA
Sun 14 Jul: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Beemers Über Alles, Manassas VA
3rd annual swap meet will follow

Sat 10 Aug: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD
Sun 8 Sep: BMWBMW Club Picnic
Location TBA
Sat 21 Sep: Tech day — Fredericksburg, VA
5-6 Oct: BMWBMW Oktoberfest
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD
Sat 9 Nov: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA

Between the Spokes (BtS), the monthly magazine
of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
(BMWBMW), is published solely for the use of
its members. Any reproduction of its contents
without the written permission of BMWBMW
is strictly prohibited. Back issues can be
downloaded at www.bmwbmw.org/archive.
BtS welcomes all news, story and photo submissions from club members. No article is too small!
Submissions are used on a rolling basis and may
not appear in the month they are submitted.

National Events
20-23 Jun: BMW RA Rally
Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC
www.bmwra.org
18-21 Jul: BMW MOA Rally
Oregon State Fair & Expo Center
www.bmwmoa.org
Sun 22 Sep: Ride For Kids
Howard County Fairgrounds
www.balt-wash-rfk.org

Sun 8 Dec: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
Tech day to follow at noon
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Between the Spokes extends its
condolences to Paul’s wife, Maria,
their daughter, Arianne, and his
extended group of family, friends and
admirers spread all over the world. BtS will
have a feature on Paul in the May issue.
If you ever ask yourself “What would Paul
do?” the answer is clear: GO FOR A RIDE!

Club events calendar
Sun 14 Apr: BoD (10 am) and GMM (11 am)
Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
Tech day to follow at noon

Pictured is Paul Mihalka’s 2005
R1200GS, which he rode over
180,000 miles before trading it for a
Yahama scooter. He rode his scooter
until just weeks before his death on
16 March 2013. Paul was a fixture at
club events, most recently at the 2013
Holiday Party, when he was inducted
into the BMWBMW Hall of Fame.
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Materials may be edited for length, content
or style. Send all submissions to the editor.
Classified ads are free to active club members and
run on a rolling, space available basis. Commercial
vendors can see advertising rates and requirements at www.bmwbmw.org/advertising. Display
ads must be submitted no later than the 15th of
the month preceding the month of publication.
Please submit address changes and all
membership correspondence with the
form at the back of the magazine.
BMWBMW is chartered as BMW MOA
club #40 and BMW RA club #15.
Club meeting minutes are available online
at www.bmwbmw.org/node/53.

2013 Board of Directors

President, Maria Vandergucht,president@bmwbmw.org
Vice President, Scott Keimig, vp@bmwbmw.org
Secretary, Rick Haskins, secretary@bmwbmw.org
Treasurer, Henry Winokur, treasurer@bmwbmw.org
Membership, Karen Ager, membership@bmwbmw.org
Newsletter, Wes Fleming, editor@bmwbmw.org

2013 Committee Chairs

Events, VOLUNTEER NEEDED, events@bmwbmw.org
Government, Ed Stiles, government@bmwbmw.org
Internet, Andy Dooley, webmaster@bmwbmw.org
Rides, Ed Phelps, rides@bmwbmw.org
Safety, Chaz Fisher, safety@bmwbmw.org
Sales, VOLUNTEER NEEDED, sales@bmwbmw.org
Tech, Tina Fraembs, tech@bmwbmw.org

www.bmwbmw.org
© 2013 BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington.
All rights reserved.
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 39 and Counting 

Square Route Rally
May 31–June 2, 2013 • Camp West Mar, Thurmont, MD

 Tribute

ride to Gettysburg Battlefield for
150th Anniversary
 Seminars, tech sessions and entertainment
 Dual-sport/GS and self-guided rides
 Great door prizes and lots of them
 Saturday dinner feast included (steak this year)
 Other meals and German beer/wine available
 Cabins available first-come; many tent sites

PRE-REGISTER by
May 20, 2013 & SAVE!
$35 member | $40 non-member
Extra grand prize ticket to those
pre-registered by May 20, 2013

Reg form and updated info at

bmwbmw.org

BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington (#40 & #15)
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Club business

Proposed change to BMWBMW bylaws
NOTE: This proposed bylaw change will be voted
on during the 14 April meeting at Battley Cycles.

W

hen the club was first formed and still
small, two-thirds of those present at a regular meeting was probably a significant part of
the membership. In consideration of the fact that
the club’s membership is now in excess of 400
and rarely more than 10% of the members show
up for monthly meetings, allowing two-thirds
of those present at a meeting to make changes
that affect a group this large puts a lot of control
over the club into the hands of a few. Whether a
member can be physically present at a meeting
to vote should have nothing to do with whether
something as important as a bylaw change gets
approved.
Current bylaw: XI. Amendments
Amendments to these bylaws may be adopted by a favorable concurrence of two-thirds of
the votes cast at any regular meeting, after having
been proposed in writing at a regular meeting at
least one month previously, and a copy thereof
sent to all members with notice of the meeting at
which their adoption is to be voted on.
Proposed change
Any member in good standing may propose
a bylaw change by submitting it to the Board of
Directors. Amendments to the bylaws shall be

voted on during the normal election cycle, when elections for the
Board of Directors are held, unless
the delay until an October ballot represents a financial, legal or
other similar risk to the club. In
that circumstance, amendments
to these bylaws may be adopted
by a favorable concurrence of
two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast
at any regular meeting, after having been proposed in writing at a
regular meeting at least one month
previously, and a copy thereof sent
to all members with notice of the
meeting at which their adoption is
to be voted upon.
For bylaw changes accommodated within the election cycle,
the proposed change will be announced in the September issue
of the newsletter, posted online in
the General Forum of bmwbmw.
org no later than September 1, and
discussed at the General Membership Meeting(s) at least one month
prior to October 1. For bylaw
changes required outside the election cycle, the proposed change
will be announced, posted and
discussed as above, if possible, at

By Henry Winokur,
BMWBMW Treasurer
least one (1) month preceding the
vote.
Ballots shall be placed in the
newsletter and/or in an online
(email) notification to all members
at least one (1) month, but not to
exceed three (3) months, after the
initial announcement in the newsletter and online in the General
Forum of bmwbmw.org. Discussion regarding the bylaw proposal
may be held online, in the newsletter or at the meeting(s) prior to
the voting.
Ballots to be counted shall
be returned to the Secretary, or
a committee appointed by the
Board, via U.S. Mail or electronically, if that method is available,
within 30 days of the original ballot placement date in the newsletter. If a committee exists, they will
report the results to the Secretary,
who will announce the results in
the next newsletter and the General Forum on bmwbmw.org.
Bylaw changes shall be adopted by a favorable concurrence
of two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast
by eligible members and associate
members in good standing.

Membership Report

Treasurer’s Report

A

F

Provided by Karen Ager, membership@bmwbmw.org

s of 28 February 2013, BMWBMW had 386 members and
70 associates for a total of 456 active on the rolls. During
February, 13 members and three associates renewed.
BMWBMW also welcomed two new members. The new
members joining in February were Michael Garcia of Washington, DC and Nick Sitoula of Indian Head, MD.

Provided by Henry Winokur, treasurer@bmwbmw.org

or the month of February 2013, the club’s opening balance was $19,059.25; the closing balance was $19,206.94,
showing a net gain for the month of $147.69.
Income for the month was $1,325, broken down as follows: annual party fees, $325.30; membership fees, $740; BTS
advertising, $260.
Expenses for the month were $1,077.79, broken down
as follows: printing and reproduction, $784.90; BTS postage,
$231.25; PayPal fees, $30.59; meeting expenses, $31.05.

The 39th Square Route Rally: 31 May-2 June

T

he ad on page three will run
in the BMW MOA Owners News and add to the awareness of our little rally outside the
DELMARVA+PA region. Note
the benefits to early registration
and rest assured that the registration form is included in this issue
and the May issue of Between the
Spokes.
We selected the photo for our
ad because 2013 is the 150th anniversary of the bloody Battle of
Gettysburg, which will be commemorated by a tribute ride from
the rally on Saturday. This guided
ride will be via twisty Maryland
and Pennsylvania back roads.
We’re including this ride due to
the overwhelming success of our
guided tribute ride to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the
Battle of Antietam during last
year’s rally. Maybe next year we
should think about a ride to Cold
Harbor, VA, as that battle was
fought in the month of June.

For rallyists interested in getting — or keeping — their GS dirty,
we will continue with our very
popular guided dual-sport ride.
Our guided rides will also have
route sheets available for independent groups or self-paced riders.
Route sheets will be available for a
number of additional itineraries in
the general area of Thurmont that
make for memorable day trips
If you’re interested in furthering your knowledge of the care
and feeding of your Beemer, you
will want to avail yourself of our
Saturday activities and speakers.
Sign up at the rally for a free suspension evaluation of your bike.
Last but not least, our rally is
renowned for GREAT door prizes
and we’ve been busy working
the phones and keyboards and
knocking on doors to solicit donations. Our grand prize donors
send door prizes sure to please
the most discriminating of the
moto-cognoscenti.
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We always need volunteers to help
set up and run the rally as well as clean
up afterwards. If you’re interested in helping out, contact Rally Chair Scott Keimig
via e-mail at vp@bmwbmw.org. Set up
starts Thursday; the Registration Tent is
open Friday night and most of Saturday as
well. Clean up takes place on Sunday.
Volunteering to help out has other
benefits: you can arrive early for set up
and claim a prime camping spot or one
of the best (and semi-private) berths in
the bunk houses. Note that persons arriving on Thursday and not assisting with
set-up will be assessed an early arrival
fee.
Don’t miss the excitement and tradition of the 39th Square Route Rally. Block
the dates on your calendar, get some
fresh Continentals on the bike, shake
the over-wintering stink bugs out of your
sleeping bag and program your GPS for
Camp WestMar in Thurmont, MD. See
you there!
Thanks to Elsie Smith for designing
such a great looking ad. Scott Keimig
took the photo.
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Bill Shaw’s

Long distance touring tips

Sleeping at the

E

Iron Butt Motel

very touring and long-distance rider should know how to
recognize the early stages of fatigue. Managing fatigue often
requires getting off the bike in order to recuperate. When it
involves taking a nap — daytime or nighttime — this is affectionately referred to as registering at the Iron Butt Motel. Depending on where you are, finding a safe location to rest isn’t
always easy. Many riders use truck stops, parks or designated
rest areas since sleeping on the side of the road/interstate or a
stranger’s front porch is not recommended.
Accomplished long-distance veterans have developed
a number of helpful tips on what to do, and what not to do,
when checking into the Iron Butt Motel.
• Sleep on a park/picnic bench if possible. It’s not as soft as
laying on the grass, but you probably won’t get wet if the
sprinklers turn on. You’re also less likely to encounter ants,
snakes, and other critters if your makeshift bed is elevated
off the ground.
• Be careful about sleeping on the bike — even though it is
a common practice with many long-distance riders. If you
find it easy to fall asleep on the bike while parked in a
rest area, there’s always a risk that you could do the same
while riding.
• Try to sleep in your riding suit — which can be pretty comfortable if it has a back pad — and with your helmet on to
minimize distracting noises (but put something under the
helmet to prevent it from getting scratched).
• Consider putting a sign on your chest stating “Please do
not wake” or “I’m not dead — just sleeping.”
• Carry a space blanket and a self-inflating pad to help insulate you from the cold. If it’s really blustery, sleep next to
the bike and keep your electrics plugged in. In order to get
a restful sleep, however, you’ll need to set an alarm so you
don’t oversleep and drain the battery.
• Consider using your bike cover to shield you from the elements and/or insulate you from the ground.
• Do not sleep with candy or food in the pockets of your riding suit. This could invite ants and other critters to investigate your riding gear.
• Go to the bathroom before you fall asleep. After waking,
wash your face and brush your teeth. This will clear the
cobwebs, alert your senses and help you wake up before
jumping back on the bike and taking off.
• Finally, try to combine rest stops with other tasks, if possible. It is not efficient to separate food/gas/rest stops if
they can be combined. However, it rarely hurts to stop just
for gas if you take the opportunity to limber up with a few
jumping jacks.
Bill Shaw is the Editor-in-Chief of the Iron Butt Magazine and has been a
BMWBMW member since 1994. He has also served BMWBMW as its President,
VP, Secretary and Rally Chairman on two occasions. For more safety-related
articles like this, I’d suggest subscribing to the IBA magazine — it’s only $20 a
year and you don’t need to be a member to subscribe! —Ed.
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Getting a neglected bike back into roadworthy condition can require many steps, not all of which are obvious to the naked eye. Getting a new battery installed,
however, is rewarded with immediate proof of success: the dash lights all come on! See more in the first part of Michael Potter’s airhead resurrection saga on p. 16.

Breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who
meet for breakfast and often
a ride afterwards. Not all
members participate in the
after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for
the ride. Interested? Arrive
early, introduce yourself and
be ready to have fun. Look
for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near
them and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to
lead a ride one weekend,
contact Ed Phelps at
rides@bmwbmw.org.

Breakfast rides
You can find out more by perusing the “Rides to Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums.
1st Sunday — 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE
BREAKFAST RIDE

3rd Sunday — 10 a.m.
MARYLAND
BREAKFAST RIDE

4th Sunday — 9 a.m.
VIRGINIA
BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL
7908 Rossville Boulevard,
Baltimore, MD 21236. To
have a reminder e-mail
sent to you the week
before the breakfast,
send your e-mail address
to Jim Pellenbarg,
jpellenbarg@juno.com.

THE COZY
103 Frederick Road,
Thurmont, MD 21788.
Take I-270 N to Frederick
and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first
Thurmont exit. Turn right at
the first stop sign, then left at
the first traffic light. Go 1/4
mile and look to the left.

CHUCKWAGON
12846-A Fitzwater Drive,
Nokesville, VA 20181. Easily
reached via I-66, U.S. 29
and VA 28. From 28, turn
S/SE on Fitzwater, then
cross the railroad tracks
and look to the left. Riders
gather in the back room.

We’re here to serve you at our

Spring Open House
Saturday, April 13 • 10 am – 3 pm

• Motorcycle demo rides on
many models, including the
new liquid-cooled R 1200 GS

• Free 13-point bike inspection!
• Music by classic rockers

• Spring cleaning specials
• Spring fashion show

• Free hot dog cook-out
Join our free rewards program and email club! • A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986
© 2013 Battley Cycles, BTS4/13

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581
Tue–Fri 10–7 | Sat 9–5 | Sun 11–4
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AWSCHIT: the 2013 Rides Program

By Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org

W

e are happy to announce that the 2013 Tour will be the AWSCHIT. You say you have already done the
AWSCHIT, but reading comprehension is key here, as what you did before was the AWSHIDT. This
tour will be the America Wandering Seeking Cities Having Identical Twins (AWSCHIT). You will need to
document cities and towns that have an identically named city or town in some other country. For example:
Paris, Texas for Paris, France; or Hanover, PA for Hanover, Germany. We will have awards for the most single
sets of twin matches. From there we will have triplets, quads, quints, etc. We will limit the max number of
cities to 99.
Phil Ager gave us an idea of a tour matching U.S. cities with international cities. This reminded us of
another tour we did 10 years ago for another club. Between Phil’s idea and that tour, we will develop the
rules. A big thanks to Phil Ager for his suggestion and for reminding us of this tour.
We are finalizing the details and will be ready in a couple of weeks. In the meantime, pop over to the
club’s discussion forums and get up-to-the-minute information on AWSCHIT and the annual Great States
Tour as well.

The Look Twice — Save A Life campaign
During the February club Board of
Directors (BoD) meeting, the BoD
approved formation of a committee to explore club involvement and financial contribution
to a safety awareness campaign.
Check out the thread titled “Look
Twice — Save a Life” on the club
forums.
This idea stems from the
efforts of the Twin Valley Rid-

was an active campaign using the
same catch phrase. Diane Pearson
has been distributing this same
message in memory of her son
Gene, who was killed in Florida in
May 2005 when a car pulled out
in front of his motorcycle. Diane
has also been coordinating with
Kathy and Patrick Malone, who
lost their son Lance to a collision
involving a negligent right-ofway violation in 1995.
TVR contacted both
Diane Pearson and
Kathy Malone and soon
received an ecstatic
endorsement of the
TVR initiative to use the
slogan.
BMWBMW bylaws, II.A.1
On a personal note,
I too lost a good friend
ers (TVR) of Roanoke, VA, who
last year from just this scenario.
decided to invest income from
Some of you may have known
their annual rally to inaugurate
Richard Khiena, aka “Party Boss”
a colorful motorcycle awareness
on the ADV Rider forum. Party
campaign earlier this year. TVR
Boss hosted the Eastern ADV
is a “non-denominational” BMW
Rendezvous for some 10 years
MOA-chartered club and hosts the running; today other ADV Riders
annual Twin Valley Rally.
carry on the rally, now known as
After going through several
“Rick’s Rendezvous.” Rick was hit
slogans and layouts, TVR chose
on his way to Daytona when a car
the “Look Twice Save a Life”
coming from the opposite direcslogan and discovered that there
tion, “just didn’t see him” and

“The objectives of this organization
shall be to promote all aspects of
BMW motorcycle activities such as:
1. Safe motorcycle riding.”

By Ed Pfister
turned into his path.
John Tice of the TVR club dug
into some National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics
and found that there were 4,502
motorcycle fatalities in the U.S. in
2010. Approximately 60 percent
of these were due to collisions and
approximately one-third of these
collisions were due to motorists
turning into the path of a motorcycle, presumably because they
didn’t see it or severely misjudged
speed and distance. John’s calculated hypothesis is that if every
motorist would make it a habit to
“Look Twice,” it could potentially
save a thousand lives every year.
No matter how safe or experienced the motorcyclist, there is
often little defense against a car
making a left-turn across the lane
or pulling out from a side road.
More information on this
committee and campaign will be
on the club’s web forums, discussed in future meetings and in
BtS as well.To get involved with
the committee and help us move
this proposal forward, contact the
Safety Chair, Chaz Fisher (safety@
bmwbmw.org) or myself, “EAP” on
the forums.
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Every year, BMWBMW needs three volunteers
to staff the Election Committee. This committee is responsible for communicating soliciting
candidates to run for positions on the Board
of Directors, managing the election process,
counting the ballots and announcing the winners of the election. It’s a temporary committee, requiring but a few hours a week through
about mid-November. Contact club secretary
Rick Haskins (secretary@bmwbmw.org) if
you’re interested in helping out.
We’re also looking for somebody to coordinate
the club’s merchandise as the chair of the Sales
Committee. Again, contact Maria Vandergucht
(president@bmwbmw.org) if you’re interested
in helping out with this aspect of the club.
BMWBMW thrives on the participation of its
members — volunteer today and help make the
club a great experience for everybody!

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:

Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the
needed work and check out your
bike’s whole system to spot
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Spring
riding season!
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.

laartist | iStockphoto.com

Election Committee seeks volunteers
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Touring Ireland by motorcycle — part two
By Karen and Philip Ager

Continued from the March 2013 issue of Between the Spokes.

Riding the
Fields of Athenry
W

e didn’t have far to ride on Tuesday, so it was
nice to linger over breakfast for a bit after our
stressful Monday. Arriving in Stratford-upon-Avon,
we spent time wandering around the downtown area
and visited the Royal Shakespeare Theatre’s observation tower. We got tickets to go up the Tower to get
a splendid view of the town beside the River Avon
and the surrounding countryside. We were the only
people at the top, so the guide gave us a personal
tour, pointing out various landmarks, such as the old
Shakespeare Theatre and the Dirty Duck pub, where
we went for drinks and dinner. We also purchased
tickets to “The Comedy of Errors” for the 1900 show,
a modernized version that was very well-staged and
most enjoyable.
We spent the next three days in London, resting
both bikes. Philip had reserved a room at the Premier
Inn in Ilford, near the M25 ring road and just a short
walk to the Redbridge Tube stop. With a little time
on our hands, we attempted to do some laundry up
the road at a coin-operated laundromat. It was about
1645, but the crabby couple minding the laundromat
would not allow us to do a load “even in cold water,”
indicating that “it was too close to [the] closing time”
of 1800! We returned our laundry to the hotel and
commenced washing our REI gear by hand in the tub.
We had a good Indian meal across the street at the
Rima Grill before having a nightcap at our own Beefeater restaurant in the hotel. With day passes for the
tube and bus for Thursday and Friday, plus a good bit
of hiking, we managed to go everywhere we planned
to go. Even with three full days, there still wasn’t
enough time to see everything in London, but at least
we hit all of our must-see spots.
We caught an early Central line train downtown on Thursday and saw Big Ben and Parliament,
watched the changing of the Horse Guards, caught a
double-decker bus back and forth to Trafalgar Square,

viewed many of the impressionist paintings in the
National Gallery, attended Evensong at Westminster
Abbey, and then returned to Redbridge for another
pint at our hotel. In the middle of the day, we enjoyed
a nice lunch in The Crypt below St. Martin-in-theFields church across the street from Trafalgar Square
and bought tickets to a candlelight Bach and Vivaldi
chamber music concert for 1900 on Friday.
First thing on Friday after our ride on the Tube,
we climbed the 311 steps to the top of the monument
that commemorates the 1666 Great Fire of London.
It was windy at the top, but we had an incredible
view of the Thames and the city, which is a curious
mixture of the very old and very modern, such as the
Millennium Tower that’s under construction nearby.
We stood with thousands of others to try to view the
1100 Changing of the Guard ceremony at Buckingham Palace. It was madness! At lunch, we made our
way to Mildred’s Restaurant, which we found in a
guidebook, for a delicious vegetarian meal. We also
saw St. James Park, the outside of St. Paul’s Cathedral,
the Millennium Bridge, the Tower of London, Tower
Bridge, a smidgen of the old Roman Wall, Piccadilly
Circus and Carnaby Street. In the evening we attended the candlelit concert upstairs at St. Martin-in-theFields after a small nosh at Pret à Manger next door,
where we met a friendly Finn on his way to another
concert.
On Saturday, we took a fast water taxi from the
Millennium Pier down to Greenwich. One can get a
much different perspective of the city from the river.
Upon arrival in Greenwich, we headed to the Maritime Museum, which had very interesting and varied
exhibits on early British explorers, the evolution of
navigational equipment and modern pleasure craft.
We spent so much time there that we missed seeing
the Royal Observatory. It was a long hike up to the
observatory, which would have closed by the time we
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arrived, so we wandered around the quaint village of Greenwich instead, stopping for another vegetarian dinner at a Thai
restaurant across from the Docklands Light Railroad station.
We had heard that the famous Ace Café in London is the
place to be for bikers and figured we’d better check it out. The
directions on its website were a bit confusing for those of us
unfamiliar with public transportation, but we were able to find
the restaurant on the other side of multiple railroad bridges on
the Old North Circular Road. As the name implies, it is a café.
It was late afternoon, and there weren’t many people inside
yet, but we ordered beverages anyway.
We asked the server about the Ace Café’s hype. He said
that it is just a place for motorcyclists to gather. He said that it
usually gets crowded on Friday nights, but the weather, which
threatened rain, might keep some more distant visitors away.
We looked at the vintage bike collection at the far end of the
café. After sitting for a spell, Philip decided to peruse the collectable counter in a little alcove closer to the middle of the
room. We set our drinks down on a nearby table and went
browsing.
By the time we finished looking, we discovered several
gentlemen parked at our table. We returned from the counter
and were immediately engaged in conversation with Mark,
Derek, Simon and Denis. They were regulars at the Ace and
described their table as the “Top Table.” We ended up spending
nearly five hours there, chatting and eventually eating dinner.
Later in the evening, the owner, also named Mark,
joined our group. He was obviously friends with our
Top Table buddies. Philip had a great evening talking
to the Marks while Karen chatted with Derek and Denis. It turned out that one Mark was going to be flying
to the U.S. at about the same time we’d be returning
home. He was off to Barber Motorsports Park near
Leeds, AL to discuss a Triumph vintage motorcycle
display at their museum. The Ace Café did get very
busy that Friday; the many visitors had moved out
into the parking lot by the time we said our goodbyes
and headed for the Stonebridge Park tube stop to cap
another long, fun-filled day in London.
Sunday was a short riding day, so we lingered

over a casual breakfast. After loading the bikes, we
headed south on the ring road to get across the big
Thames bridge before getting off the M20 toward
Maidstone and onto the local roads. Philip saw a
sign for a town called “North Piddle” and wanted
to go have a look. Unfortunately, there wasn’t
much there other than a few houses and a public
caravan (camper) park. It was just after noon when
we arrived at the home of Philip’s other cousin,
Robert, in Smarden, Kent. After we settled into our
room, we enjoyed a guided walking tour of the
village, complete with a brief walk through the
town’s church and a longer stop in the Chequers
Inn pub, which apparently dates back to the 14th
century, according to the sign out front. We slept
peacefully after a home-cooked roast beef dinner
and a loquacious visit.
Robert suggested that we head southwest and visit
Brighton on our way to Salisbury. Brighton is a
quaint little town on the coast with many outdoor
cafés with seaside views. Unfortunately, it was
raining steadily with low clouds as we headed south. Figuring
the views weren’t going to be memorable, we skipped Brighton
and rode west toward Winchester on the A272, then took the
A3090 and A27 to Salisbury. Our hotel for October 1 was the
Rose and Crown, a 13th century coaching inn beside the River
Avon. After quickly settling in, we hurriedly walked over to the
Cathedral by the nearby bridge and the back gate. We paid the
suggested donation, £6.50 apiece, and wandered in.
One of the docents caught up with us and suggested some
points of interest in the cathedral. He urged us to see their copy
of the Magna Carta first, since the Chapter House was about to
close at 1700, and then view the rest of the cathedral’s exhibits at our leisure. The cathedral also houses the world’s oldest
working clock, built in 1386, as well as the tombs of many
historical figures. The cathedral building itself was impressive.
One of
Karen’s
favorite
pictures
is the
cathedral lit
up at
night,
taken
on our

walk back to the hotel after dinner at
The Chough pub.
We headed up to Stonehenge on
Tuesday morning. A hand-held audio
tour device came with the admission
price; it did a good job of explaining the history and possible uses of
Stonehenge as well as the significance of the dips and ridges in the
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landscape. After this brief stop, we continued onto Bath. Bath
was a hectic town to ride through, with more traffic on its oneway streets than we had encountered before. After a couple of
missed turns and circling the block, we managed to find the
Travelodge Hotel. After unloading, we set off on a northerly
walk beside the river to find some food as well as the
famous Roman Baths. We had a delicious snack at the
Café Retro on York Street and then found the baths just
down the street. The baths also include an audio tour
device with the admission price. With audio tour stops
every few feet, there was more information available
than one could possibly digest. We spent several hours
touring the baths and learning about the history of that
time. We intended to visit the Pump House, where you
can sample the water from the hot spring that supplied
the baths, but by the time we finished at the Baths, the
Pump House was closed. We walked back to our hotel
and then found The Royal Oak sports pub further along
the A36 ring road. Karen enjoyed a shepherd’s pie and
a glass of Merlot, while Philip had a steak and ale pie
with a Doom’s Ale and Otter Ale. Then we both enjoyed
a tasty chocolate fondant for dessert before walking back
to the motel.
The next day was a special day because we planned
a BMWBMW Ride to Eat. Club members Paul and Dawn
Miller had recently started a temporary assignment in
Aberystwyth, Wales. Through emails, we arranged to
meet them for lunch in Hay-On-Wye, England. We left
Bath early, amid showers of course, to make sure we

arrived before the appointed hour. The GPS
was optimistic in its
estimated arrival time.
As it turned out, we
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parked the bikes exactly at noon; Paul and Dawn were already
in town and looking for us. We hooked up at Booth’s Books
just after noon had a light lunch of tapas up the street before
suiting up and departing the charming border town. We eventually rode northwest through the Welsh countryside on the
A479/A470, making our way to Rhayader before taking country lanes through scenic valleys to Cwmystwyth. The pace was
generally slow, but appropriate for the very narrow roads encountered in the hills. Fortunately, there wasn’t much oncoming traffic to get around, but there were many sheep wandering
all over the place (à la Ireland). The scenery was endless; Philip
took as many pictures as possible, including a group photograph near the turnoff to Craig Goch reservoir. We also stopped
briefly in Devil’s Bridge for a picture of the terminus of the narrow gauge tourist train. Devil’s Bridge is also known for its new
bridge built on top of two old bridges over the narrow Rheidol
Gorge and waterfall. Sadly, we had no extra time for sightseeing. It was late afternoon by the time we reached Aberystwyth
and bid a grand “thank you” to the Millers for their exceptional
tour services. We still had many miles to ride in order to reach
Philip’s aunt’s house in Abersoch, Wales.
We headed north for about 60 miles as the shadows grew
longer. Just as we stopped for a road construction zone, Philip’s
bike died and wouldn’t start again. Fortunately, there was a
large gravel shoulder on the opposite side of the road where
we could get both bikes out of harm’s way while we investigated the problem. The instruments had started to go on and off;

the battery was fully drained. Philip suspected a bad alternator
as discussed on the ADV boards, but Paul later said the battery
just shorted out. We took Karen’s bike a few miles back down
the road to an old service station. They weren’t able to assist
with the breakdown, but they recommended a recovery service
and even placed the service call. They also helped us figure out
how to make an international call to Dublin on our cell phone.
We called Paul at Celtic Rider to inform him of our situation,
but he could offer no help from his office that late in the day.
We reorganized our luggage and loaded Karen’s bike with
only the essentials. Philip’s bike, loaded down with everything
we could live without, was towed to Lynwood’s Garage in
Aberystwyth. It was mostly dark and chilly by the time the tow
truck arrived. We all helped push Philip’s bike onto the trailer
after doing the obligatory alternator check – it was putting out
only 10.5 volts. About 1845, we called Philip’s aunt Mildred
to let her know we were on our way. She had a toasty warm
kitchen and a pot of tea waiting for us when we arrived; we all
sat down to a tasty salmon supper in the kitchen and a longsought reunion.
We had planned two rest days in Abersoch, which was
fortuitous, as it gave us time to discuss options for getting the
dead bike from Wales to Ireland. In the end, Paul arranged to
have the bike delivered to the ferry terminal at Holyhead on
Friday, in time for our Saturday sailing. We spent two wonderful days with Philip’s aunt for two days with one bike and half
of our luggage. Mildred suggested that we ride to Snowdonia National Park for some sightseeing and rode into the hills
toward the slate-quarrying town of Blaenau Ffestiniog and the
terminus of the scenic Ffestiniog Railway. We then continued
north on the A470 before Philip abruptly turned onto an intriguing road where a small sign pointed toward Roman Bridge.
The road led us over a grassy hillside on a tiny paved track past
Pont Rufeinig, the Roman Bridge train station, the southernmost station in Conwy County.
After a lengthy Kodak moment in the scenic valley with
the Bridge, we rode on to a good lunch at Banjo’s Café in the
touristy crossroads of Betws-y-Coed (sounds like Betsy Coed).
During our stroll through town, while Karen paid her 50p to
use the public restroom in the city park, Philip chatted up a
family with two charming children. In a very improbable coincidence, we had lunch at the St. Tudwell’s Inn in Abersoch on
Friday, where we ran into this friendly family again. We took
the A4086 back to Abersoch, which turned out to be much
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more scenic than the highway that we had taken to Snowdonia. We even encountered some rock climbers practicing on
vertical rock faces near Capel Curig, and stopped for a few
more photos.
It was good to have a flexible schedule that allowed us
to linger a while over breakfast and tea on Friday, 5 October.
Eventually, we decided to explore Abersoch and the seashore.
We walked into town and down to the seaside by the Abersoch
Yacht Club (the family used to be members). Later, we stopped
for lunch in town and said our hellos to the perky family that
was closing out the caravan season in Wales. After we returned
to Mildred’s house, she suggested a ride to the other side of the
peninsula to inspect the golf course at Morfa Nefyn. It juts out
on the edge of some cliffs that she said was worth exploration
– she was quite right. There was a paved public path through
the course that allowed visitors access to stunning cliff-side
views of the sea. We spotted a small lighthouse for seafarers.

It was windy and quite hilly as we walked
for a mile toward the 10th green on what
is reportedly a very difficult course to play. We didn’t avail ourselves of the seaside pub, but took a few pictures and headed
back to Mildred’s on challenging country roads along the north
side of the Lleyn (pronounced kline) peninsula for a relaxing
evening.
The ride to Holyhead was bright, sunny and uneventful.
As promised, Philip’s dead bike was waiting for us. Philip had
to push it 500 yards from the warehouse to the ferry, where a
crewmember helped push the bike up the ramp and over to
the parking area. We got the bike strapped down, then headed
up to the passenger lounge to relax. The ferry ride returning to
Dublin was much smoother and quicker than the ferry ride to
Wales. Once in Dublin, Philip pushed the bike down the ramp
to await Paul’s appearance, which happened five minutes after
the cars began loading for the next voyage. We all helped push
Continued on page 18.
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Red Smoke revival
Bringing an heirloom
airhead back to life
By Michael Potter
Photos by France-Lee Griggs

I

t’s been over two years since my
father died. His 1981 R100RT
sat idle in the garage for the better
part of five years before the family
finally had the conversation. To
me, the bike always represented
Dad, whether on a long trip in his
younger days or shorter rides with
my mother to a dinner date. Some
of his best times were on that bike.
We all knew we couldn’t sell
it. It was a symbol of the one thing
he did for himself, because he
always put us ahead of himself in
every other part of his life. Over
the holidays this year, when I finally broached the subject, the family
all agreed that if I had the interest,
the time and the money, it was
time to bring the bike back to life.
We loaded up the RT in the back
of my pickup and my girlfriend
and I drove the 500+ miles from
Ann Arbor, MI back to Northern
Virginia.
With damage from a low
speed tip-over the summer before
he died, oil dripping from somewhere, a leaky master cylinder and
who knows what else, it is now a
mere shadow of the stalwart touring machine I used to sneak out to
the garage to sit on as a kid. Despite a decade of neglect, beneath
the wear and tear it is still this bike
that I will forever associate with
the sport of motorcycling.
Diverting my attention from a
new GS or any other two-wheeled
temptation, I’ve committed myself
to bringing Dad’s RT back to life
this year and to riding it the way it
deserves to be ridden. However,
without the time, money, garage
space or mechanical competencies required for a full restoration, this project will be more of a
refurbishment, a revival perhaps.
My goal is to put the bike back in
service and maybe ride to some
rallies. Most importantly, I hope to
take her home for the 4th of July

and take Mom
“up north” to
meet up with
the rest of the
family for our
annual Independence Day
lake trip.
The revival
effort really got
started at the
first BMWBMW
tech day of the
year, kindly hosted by Morton’s
BMW. With the help of my supportive assistant/photographer/
girlfriend and my recently converted BMW enthusiast friend/
neighbor/coworker, I loaded the
RT into the back of my truck
and headed down I95 with high
hopes that she’d be a runner. Although I own another airhead,
my mechanical expertise is
limited, so I was grateful to begin the project in the company
of so many BMW motorcycle
experts.
Although I was already
aware of many mechanical and
cosmetic repairs the RT needs,
the first step of the project was
to see if the bike would start,
change the fluids, document
the leaks and put together a
parts list, which started growing even before the bike made
it onto the lift. As we wheeled
the bike off the truck and inside
the shop, Morton’s tech expert
and airhead aficionado, Stuart
Beatson, noted the extremely
stiff steering and suggested the
first major repair for this list is
to replace the worn-out, dried
up steering head bearings
With doubts about the resiliency of an over three-year-old
battery Dad almost certainly
bought at a tractor store, we
dropped the recently charged
unit into the bike first thing and

Morton’s BMW Service Manager Stuart Beatson, left, helps
Michael get his father’s RT out of the back of a pickup truck.

Below, Michael works on getting the new battery box installed.

This is part one of an ongoing series of articles chronicling the
resurrection of a vintage airhead. Keep an eye on future
issues for more installments in the revival of Red Smoke.
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discovered it was dead. The charge it showed and
held for 24 hours earlier in the week was gone. Fortunately, Morton’s parts counter was open for tech
day with the appropriate Westco battery in stock,
which I purchased and quickly installed. I knew we
were getting somewhere when the analog clock at
the base of windshield began ticking. As I turned
the key, the instruments lit up, glowing just as I remembered them.
I turned the petcocks to fill the carbs for the first
time in years; we sat and waited for a leak. Soon,
gasoline started pouring out of the right side overflow. Before I could react, Stuart jumped in, turning
off the fuel valve and dumping the float bowl. I
flicked the floats back and forth; they actuated easily. Upon replacing the bowl, I opened the petcock
and, again, we waited. This time – not a drop.
Next was the moment we’d all been waiting
for. I checked the oil level and verified that the oil
looked clean enough to attempt a start. All systems
go: fuel on, 12V showing on the voltmeter, two
clicks on the choke, clutch in… and she roared to
life as though we had just stopped for lunch on an
afternoon ride.
I instantly found myself reminiscing about my
father’s annual espousal on the many virtues of
German engineering, which always immediately
followed the bike’s first start after a long Michigan
winter. I fought to control my excitement as smoke
from the bike filled the Morton’s shop, reminding
myself that plenty of opportunities for disaster still
loomed. After about one minute of warming up and
another minute of Stuart tinkering with the carbs,
the bike was running as cleanly and smoothly as I
remembered.
I let the bike warm up and then set about
changing the oil, a procedure I’m familiar with from
my R75/5. With more advice from Stuart and some
other club members, I added to my to-do list of the
mechanical repairs needed to put the bike back
in service. In addition to minor items, like a valve
adjustment and greasing the splines, which I could
chalk up to routine maintenance, a few major repairs went on the lengthening list. The steering head
bearing replacement, swapping out the corroded
front master cylinder and brake lines, and leaky
push rod seals all stand between the shop floor and
the open road.
I count myself as lucky for such a short to-do
list – and hopefully it will stay that way. For me,
the tasks are still quite daunting. In my three years
of owning an airhead, I have encountered none of
these issues, making each one a little more nervewracking. I know I have a long road ahead of me
before the bike is rally-ready this summer, but I am
already drafting up parts lists, estimating my costs
and planning my next moves to bring my heirloom
airhead back to life.
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Riding the
Fields of Athenry
Continued from page 15.

the bike into his van, then Philip rode in the van
while Karen followed on her bike for the 15mile trip back to Celtic Rider. We were fortunate
that the bike died near the end of our trip; it was
inconvenient, but not a major setback.
We retrieved the luggage we had stored in
a closet at Celtic Rider and repacked our gear
from the bikes. In the meantime, we chatted with Paul about
our trip and thanked him for his tips on sights to see in Ireland
as well as on the terrific B&Bs he reserved for us. Paul called
for a taxi to deliver us to the final B&B of the trip. After checking into our room, we set off in search of the highly recommended old Gravediggers Pub. It still has the old partitions
between the sections of the bar. Although smoking’s no longer
allowed in the pub, the walls are covered with nicotine from
ages past. Next door, in the hygienic part, they serve dinner,
mostly tapas. We had a leisurely drink in the old bar, and then
wandered over to the new part for some finger foods.
The trip to the airport on Sunday morning, security, and
customs were uneventful but time-consuming. The flight home
was long, but we expected as much after our wonderful trip
to Ireland, England and Wales to visit family and celebrate

our fifth wedding anniversary. It set us back about $2,500 for
airfare, $6,336 for our bike rentals (the three-week rental plus
eight-days’ accommodations, not including our stay in Dublin’s
B&Bs), about $940 for our accommodations around England
(not including the relatives’ houses), $588 for roughly 65 gallons of petrol (at about nine dollars a gallon), and hundreds
of dollars for gifts, parking, ferries, tolls, food and drink and
admissions to museums, theaters, exhibits.
Upon our departure, our taxi driver told us about the forthcoming Gathering in 2013. Everyone with Irish roots is invited
home to find those roots next year. We just happened to traverse a few branches on the family tree one year too soon. By
all means, avail yourselves of this opportunity to tour Ireland.
We’re certain it’ll be positively memorable!

Membership application/renewal form.
Please check appropriate selections:

o

NEW MEMBER  

o

RENEWAL  

o

Sign up or renew
online with PayPal at
www.bmwbmw.org

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME_______________________________________________________________
Associate____________________________________________________________

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

STREET_______________________________________ BMW MOA #___________

_________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________ BMW RA #___________

_________________________

OCCUPATION________________________________________ AMA #___________

_________________________

PHONE (c) (h) (w)_____________________________________________________

Referred to BMWBMW by

E-MAIL______________________________________________________________

_________________________

AGE GROUP
o 16–25
o 26–35
o 36–45

o 46–55
o 56–65
o 65+

I’m interested in helping out with
the following committees:
o Gov’t Affairs
o Rally
o Internet
o Rides
o Meetings & Events
o Safety
o Membership
o Sales
o Newsletter/BTS
o Tech

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member $20/year
Associate Member $7.50/year
Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft. Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

BMWBMW PRESENTS THE
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39th Annual
Square Route Rally
39 and Counting

May 31–June 2, 2013 • Camp West Mar • Thurmont, MD
PRE-REGISTER by May 20, 2013 and earn EXTRA prize tickets!
• Door Prize/Grand Prize Drawing Saturday Night • FUN Rides
• Riding/Wrenching Related Seminars • Tech Sessions
• Three days and two nights of
excellent rides in the Catoctin
Mountains with Washington, DC
and historic Gettysburg, PA only
an hour’s ride away
• Rally pin and mug to the first 300.
Full weekend registration includes
Saturday night feast and door
prize coupons. Day pass does not
include Saturday dinner or door
prize coupons.

• Cabin space available on firstcome, first-serve basis
• Wooded, open and quiet camping
areas available; motels available in
nearby Thurmont, Gettysburg, etc.
• Updates and registration form at
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about
3/4 mile and make left into Camp West Mar.

SEND CHECKS TO:
BMWBMW
c/o Henry Winokur
6613 Elgin Lane
West Bethesda, MD 20817-5443
Checks payable to: BMWBMW
Pre-reg postmarked by: May 20

hidden
text hidden
text hidden
text hidden
hidden text hidden text
Questions
or more
info: Email
Scotttext
at vp@bmwbmw.org
OTHER: Gate and registration opens 11AM on Friday, May 31st. Beer/wine is
available onsite. Pins and mugs to first 300 registrants. You must be registered
to participate in club-sponsored rides. Registration awards are based on
information from this form and will be awarded to BMW motorcycles and their
riders/passengers.
SORRY, PETS NOT ALLOWED

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –2013 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY PRE-REGISTRATION FORM – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

□ Pre-Registration
□ At Gate
□ Day Pass

$35/Member $40/Non-member $10/Child
$40/Member $45/Non-member $10/Child
$20/Adult
$ 5/Child

RIDER ________________________________________________________
PASSENGER(S) ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

□ Members x $35 = _______________________
□ Non-members x $40 = ___________________
□ Children x $10 = ________________________
□ Cash □ Check # _____________________
Rider: Sex: M F Age _______________________
Passenger: Sex: M F Age ___________________
Direct Mileage to Rally from your home _______

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
________________________________________

CITY ________________________________ STATE/ZIP_______________

and the Club’s # for MOA ___________________

This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests.

OR the Club’s # for RA _____________________
(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40)

I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan
Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2013 Square Route Rally, or for
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.
Rider Signature _________________________________________________________
Passenger(s) Signature __________________________________________________

Motorcycle Information:
Make _________________________________
Model _________________________________
Year __________________________________
Sidecar Information: Year__________________
Make/Model ____________________________
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Read part two of Karen
and Philip Ager’s trip to the
U.K. starting on page 10.

