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38th Annual
Square Route Rally

Camp West Mar • Thurmont, MD

JUNE 1–3, 2012

	 Ride	to	Sharpsburg	Battlefield	for	150th	
Antietam	Tribute

	 Dual-sport/GS	ride
	 Seminars,	tech	sessions	&	entertainment
	 Great	door	prizes	•	Saturday	dinner	feast	
	 Cabins	available	first-come,	first-serve
	 Other	meals	available	to	purchase	on-site

Register Early and SAVE!
$35	members	|	$40	non-members	

Extra	grand	prize	ticket	to	pre-registrants

Reg form and updated info at
bmwbmw.org

BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington (#40)

SRR update

 The ad to the right will run in the 
BMW MOA Owners News and hopefully 
add to the awareness of our little rally 
outside the DELMARVA+PA region. 
Note the benefits to early registration 
and rest assured that the registration 
form will be included in the April and 
May issues of Between the Spokes.
 We always need volunteers to help 
set up and run the rally as well as 
clean up afterwards. If you’re inter-
ested in helping out, contact Rally 
Chair Scott Keimig via e-mail at vp@
bmwbmw.org. Set up starts Thursday 
and cleanup is Sunday morning. The 
Registration Tent is open Friday night 
and Saturday until 5 pm.
 Volunteering to help out has other 
benefits: you can arrive early for set 
up and claim a prime camping spot 
or one of the best (and semi-private) 
berths in the bunk houses.
 Thanks to Elsie Smith for designing 
such a great looking ad. Scott Keimig 
took the photo.
 The photo is a vista of the Antie-
tam Battlefield in Sharpsburg, MD with a red, white 
and blue F800R in the foreground. We selected this 
shot for our ad because 2012 is the 150th anniversary 
of this terribly bloody Civil War battle, which will be 
commemorated by a tribute ride from the rally on 
Saturday. This guided ride will be via twisty pavement 
on the back roads of Maryland’s Frederick and Wash-
ington counties. An optional side trip will head to the 
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.
 For rallygoers interested in getting (or keeping) 
their GS bikes dirty, we will continue with our very 
popular guided dual-sport ride. We will also have 
route sheets available for independent group or self-
paced riders. Route sheets are also available for a 
number of additional itineraries in the general area of 
Thurmont that make for memorable day trips.
 New this year are two group rides to Bob’s Vintage 

BMW Museum with expert critiques provided on the 
history and significance of the very rare machines 
presented in this one-of-a-kind museum. Perhaps 
you’ll want to stay near the rally site yet stretch your 
legs and expend some calories on the Appalachian 
Trail, just a half-mile from the rally. 
 If you’re interested in furthering your knowledge of 
the care and feeding of your Beemer, you will want to 
avail yourself of our Saturday activities and speakers. 
Cheree Craze has pulled together a number of tech 
seminars, including one on the measurement and 
adjustment of suspension sag and shock damping for 
comfort, control, traction and safety. Sign up at the 
rally for a free suspension evaluation of your bike.  
 Last but not least, our rally is renowned for its 
GREAT door prizes and Brian Conrad has been busy 
working the phones and keyboards and knocking on 
doors to solicit donations.  In fact, he has already 
landed an additional grand prize donor who is provid-
ing tuition covering an 8-hour advanced riding clinic. 
Our other grand prize donors have selected prizes 
sure to please the most discriminating of moto-
cognoscenti.
 Don’t miss out on the excitement and tradition of 
the 38th Square Route Rally. Block the dates of June 
1-3 on your calendar, get some fresh tires on the 
bike, shake the over-wintering stink bugs out of your 
sleeping bag and program your GPS for Camp 
WestMar in Thurmont, MD. See you there!

By Scott Keimig, Vice President & 
Rally Chair
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 It’s a sure sign of spring when 
we start talking about dealer open 
houses. This April, Morton’s has 
their annual event planned on the 
14th, and Bob’s has theirs slated 
for the 28th. Each offers a day full 
of great deals, door prizes, and 
fun.
 BMWBMW staffs a table at each 
open house, and we use it as a 
means to recruit new members. 
From 9am-3pm, we hang out with 
our friends, meet new people, and 
tell people about our great club. 
Not a bad way to spend the day!
 We need your help to make this 
a success for the club. We need 
one point-person to organize get-
ting the club banner and other 
materials there, and arranging 
coverage for the table. Usually 1-2 
people staff for a 2 
hour slot, but you 
can be flexible based 
on the coverage 
needed.

 The BMWBMW Board of Direc-
tors approved, per club bylaws, 
the formation of a committee to 
conduct a rally site search. This 
committee will make its final
report in September 2012.
 While WestMar is a great site for 
our annual Square Route Rally, it 
has its challenges. In the interest 
of due diligence, the BoD wants 
to conduct a search of sites in our 
club membership area, to deter-
mine if another location can meet 
our needs.
 This is your opportunity to help 
your club! One member stepped 
up to be on the committee when 
announced at our 12 February 
meeting; we need 2-3 other com-
mittee members. The Board will 
provide the committee with
parameters to collect basic infor-
mation from sites. That informa-
tion will go to the Board, which 
may request additional information 
or organize a site visit.

 Is it too soon to
believe that spring is on 
its way? As I write this, 
the weather geeks are 

watching a system that could bring us a President’s Weekend nor’easter 
with the potential for heavy snow. My thoughts are on the calendar of 
upcoming events - dealer open houses, Morton’s Spring Fling, the Cape 
Fear Rally, summer travel plans and more. I could go on and on. We 
all dream a bit during the colder months to keep us sane. Share your 
dreams and trip reports with us in the BTS or on the forums. 

   As the riding season ramps up, 
your club does too. Rally plan-
ning kicks into high gear and Scott 
is doing a terrific job planning a 
weekend you and your friends will 
enjoy. See my quest for volunteers 
to help out with spring open houses 
and also to search for new rally site 
options. We already have the club 
picnic on the schedule for Sunday, 
September 9th. We’ll be at Patap-
sco Valley State Park, in the Hol-
lifield area just off US 40 in Ellicott 
City. Your ideas will help make 
the event a success.

Curse that groundhog!
By Maria Vandergucht, BMWBMW President

Rally Site Committee Dealer Spring Open Houses

 If you are interested in being a coordinator for either 
open house, or participating on the Rally Site Committee 
(a great way to help the club without a long-term committ-
ment), please see the forum thread under EVENTS, or send 
a note to me at president@bmwbmw.org.

                  Between          the gutters
Guest editorial

My name is… 
 If I told you my name it 
wouldn’t be too anonymous now, 
would it? Truth be told my name 
isn’t important, not for the
purposes of this story anyway. I’m 
honored that I was asked to tell 
it here and will be as honest as I 
can.
 I didn’t start riding until I was 
42 years old. I had thought about 
it many times over the years and 
concocted some vague stories 
about why I didn’t ride, stories 
complete with grim smiles about 
tragedy narrowly avoided, to cover 
up the fact that I didn’t sit on a 
motorcycle because I was too 
busy sitting on a barstool. I’m an 
alcoholic. Not a glamorous one, 
not a tragic one, I’m just a plain 
old bursting-to-the-gills-with-fear 
drunk. I have been since I started 
drinking and always will be, the 
difference between then and now 
is that I can admit it, I can
accept it, and because of that, I 
can manage to not take a drink for 
one whole day at a time.
 When I first got sober some 
other men that had done the same 
before me told me that I didn’t 
have to change much – just
everything. I needed to be honest, 
to stop fighting who I was and to 
accept what I had become. I had 
to recognize the fears that were so 
deeply rooted in my character that 
they had grown strong enough to 
overwhelm the person I wanted 
to be, and in turn had gained the 
power to kill me.
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                  Between          the gutters
 It’s a strange thing to be power-
less over something, but it isn’t 
necessarily a death sentence. Over 
time I have found that knowing 
and accepting that I can’t control 
“it” has allowed me to come to 
terms with my limitations and my 
fears and to live in harmony with 
myself, both who I was, who I am 
and who I will come to be.
Because I can live with that, I
allow myself to live.
 When I stopped drinking I was 
left with two things: me and free 
time. Neither one of those had 
ever been particularly healthy to 
my physical well-being. I needed 
to find somewhere to sit if I wasn’t 
going to go back to the barstool. I 
made some friends who were very 
into motorcycles and decided I 
would take the BRC on my own to 
see if I liked it. Heading out to the 
range and admitting that I didn’t 
know a damn thing about bikes 
was humbling, but it made me feel 
safe that nothing was expected of 

me. I didn’t have to live up to an 
illusion that I was either
competent or confident and I could 
just listen and follow directions, 
just like every other person there. 
Sounds simple, but for me it ain’t.
 I did well at the course and 
knew that I liked riding in circles 
at 18 mph. I decided to keep my 
eyes open for a bike that would 
feel right to me. As has happened 
many weird times since I put the 
bottle down the right thing fell into 
my lap. One of my sober buddies 
was selling a Triumph Bonneville 
and I fell in love with it at first 
glance. Right size, right lines, and 
right color – the whole deal.
Another sober buddy offered, I 
didn’t ask but he offered, to lend 
me the cash to buy it. He said it 
would help him to help me, that he 
knew how much riding had helped 
him to live a useful and contented 
life, and that if he could give some 
of that back the rewards would 
be beyond monetary. I took the 
help and bought the bike. I laid it 
down at a stop sign, I was scared 
to death the first time I went 40 
mph, and I loved every second!

 I ride whenever I can and have 
a healthy respect for my lack of 
mileage and experience. I ride 
my ride and don’t push it to fit in 
or feel cool amongst more expe-
rienced riders. I don’t ride in the 
rain, I try to avoid the highway 
and I ride to my comfort level.  I 
love the quiet I get on a noisy little 
bike. I relish the time to open my 
eyes and see how amazing the 
world can look without walls, and 
sound without a phone attached 
to my head. I know the dangers 
of distracted and uncaring drivers, 
of possibly drunk drivers – drivers 
like the kind I used to be. At times 
I do get scared but I am not living 
in fear. For one day at a time I can 
live outside of the fear that once 
consumed every ounce of my
being.
 I am alive and riding; living 
proof that not only are you never 
too old but more importantly that 
it is never too late. I am
immensely and eternally grate-
ful for this opportunity to tell my 
story, for the life that I have
and for the rides yet to come.



 I never would have thought when practic-
ing on my first bike in the early 1970s that 
riding 300,000 miles would be in my future. 
My first bike was a new 185cc Suzuki Hustler 
dual sport, purchased when I realized that my 
brother and his friends were having all the 
fun while riding, skydiving and motocrossing. 
I remember practicing in a field so much that 
even my dreams involved “one down, two, 
three, four,” shifting up and down through the 
gears.
 After a year or so, I traded the Suzuki for 
a 350 Kawasaki Big Horn, another dual sport 
bike, to better handle the gravel that always 
seemed to be over the next hill. I soon frac-
tured my shoulder doing whoop-de-doos in the 
dirt on the soon-to-be completed cloverleaf at 
I-270 and Quince Orchard Road in Gaithers-
burg. After that I vowed never to ride in the 
dirt again.
 During the 1970s oil embargo, I hated that 
it took $5.00 to fill up my VW Beetle, so I 
headed to Herson’s Honda on Rockville Pike. 
They handled Honda cars and Yamaha motor-
cycles, and were willing to take the VW and Kawasaki 
as trade-ins for a Yamaha 750 triple, my first shaft-
driven motorcycle. I rode that bike all over Maryland 
and Virginia.  In 1987, I began lusting for what was then fast-

est production motorcycle in the U.S., so I traded 
up to a Yamaha XS Eleven. I put well over 50,000 

miles on that bike, mostly in Virginia (where I 
lived) and Maryland (where I worked). It didn’t 
hurt that I lived in Marshall and commuted 
to Gaithersburg on a daily basis. Interstate 
66 was newly completed past Manassas and 
offered a high-speed, lightly traveled route, 
making the 65-mile one-way trip take just 
about an hour.

Slash-5
   By 1990, I hadn’t had a bike for a couple 
of years, but I did have 70-hour workweeks. 
I asked myself what had I done lately that I 
really enjoyed - since “nothing” was the an-
swer, I started the search for a new bike with 
Yamaha. My brother owned a 1979 R100T 
and suggested I look at BMWs. I looked at a 
1971 R75/5 with a Windjammer fairing and 
Krauser bags that weekend and, after a brief 
test ride, I bought it on the spot. Upon call-
ing my brother to tell him the good news, he 
gently informed me that it probably needed a 
thorough going over, especially the brakes, all 
wiring and rubber parts.
   After riding naked bikes all those years, the 
fairing and all the storage were just fabulous. 

A 300,000 mile saga
By Elsie Smith
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They say you never forget your first - especially 
if it’s an R75/5 with a giant Windjammer fairing. 

A fully laden R1150RT is no easy beast to maneuver 
through the back roads of Texas along old Route 66, 

but a properly balanced load can make it a lot easier. 
Photos courtesy of Elsie Smith unless otherwise noted.



I remember my first long-distance trip: Manassas 
to the Finger Lakes Rally. I almost cried upon enter-
ing New York. I had just ridden across the whole of 
Pennsylvania and I was hooked! I put over 
45,000 miles that little short-wheelbase 
bike, traveling a couple of times to Texas 
and the Four Corners area. I also did my first 
960-mile day on that R75, from Olney to 
Brinkley, Arkansas. In 1995, hearing about 
the Iron Butt Rally, thought it was something 
that I could do, but not on the R75/5. 

The Yellow Peril
 A Pennsylvania BMW Dutch Country Rider 
friend had a 1985 K100RT with about 40,000 
miles on it and the price was right. I thought 
this would be the perfect bike to ride in the 
Iron Butt Rally. I bought it and the first ride 
was to the 1996 Square Route Rally. After 
that it went to Speed’s Cycle for a trans-
formation. It was thoroughly serviced and 
painted Corvette Competition Yellow.
 To get used to the bike, I decided to go 
for the 1997 BMW MOA high mileage female 
award. As Voni Glaves was usually the win-
ner in this category, and she was a school-
teacher with summers off, she was the one 
to beat. My goal for just about every week-

end was to attend any rally east of the Missis-
sippi River that was at least 500 miles away. I 
finished second that year with 31,842 miles.
   During the summer if someone asked I 
would be attending some local rally, the reply 
always was, “It’s too close; I’ll wave on my 
way past.” All told, I put over 113,000 miles 
on that bike. By 2000, it was starting to wear 
out a bit and needed a major influx of cash 
for some big repairs. I faced a tough decision, 
choosing to fix up an old bike on the verge of 
wearing out or buying a new one.

A Blue Pig
   In 2001, I rode a rental R1150R during an 
Edelweiss tour in the Alps. At the same time, 
Battley Cycles became a client for my graphic 
design business. Every month I’d go in there 
to see what they wanted to advertise. I was 
able to resist all those new BMWs until 2003, 
when I just couldn’t stand it any more. The 
perfect storm after riding the R1150R in Eu-
rope was a blue R1150RT and a dealer willing 
to sell it to me!
   At last, I had a new BMW. In the five years 
I owned it, I rode over 88,000 miles. There 

were trips out west, into Canada and a lot of rallies. 
It was my go-to bike for putting on big miles on inter-
states. However, I was getting older and this was the 
heaviest bike I’d ever owned. The RT was light as a 

Putting her new F650GS through its paces, or as GS riders 
like to say, “washing my bike.” Photo by Ron Orem.
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Plain Jane no more - after a transformation at Speed’s 
Cycle, this K100RT was more visible than ever.

Elsie, continued on next page
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Len Ridgley, Ron Orem and Ed Abbott 
join Elsie getting ready to leave on a 
camping trip to Nova Scotia.

Facing page: fully farkled and on the road 
in Mexico a few months after purchase. 

Photo by Henry Neuman.



feather when moving, but weighed a lot pushing it 
around when stopped. I soon learned never to come 
home with a full tank of gas! Seats weren’t any closer 
to the ground either, and I’ve been riding on tiptoes 
since day one.
 I started to think 
about downsizing. I 
was still riding to see 
what was over the 
hill and there was 
still a lot of dirt and 
gravel and sand in 
my travels. My frus-
tration peaked on a 
trip to Canada when 
I got stuck in sand in 
Nova Scotia. Friends 
were riding 1150, 
1200 and 650 GSes. 
Getting back to my 
dual-sport roots 
was becoming more 
attractive. In 2008 
some friends told me 
about a MotoDiscov-
ery trip to Mexico, a 
tour I really wanted 
to take. The only 
problem was it was 
billed as several 
hundred miles of 
off-pavement travel 
and I didn’t think the 
RT was the bike for 
that trip. I started 
searching for a used 
F650GS single.

Piglet
 One Saturday morning in the spring of 2008, Mor-
ton’s BMW had two single-cylinder GSes on the floor. 
They took the RT in trade and I rode out on a 2006 
F650GS with just over 5,000 miles on it. The Road 
to Real trip with MotoDiscovery was already booked 
and I began practicing off-road skills at MotoMark1 in 
North Carolina and the BMW Rider Performance Uni-
versity in South Carolina.
 At the last minute, my friends cancelled on the 
MotoDiscovery trip. My clients knew I’d be out of the 
office for three weeks, so I decided to go no mat-
ter what. The route to the meeting place in McAllen, 
Texas consisted of several 300-mile days, which for 
me was slowing down to smell the roses. At the very 
least, I started to spend a lot of time on routing the 
shortest distance instead of the fastest.
 My F650GS has now been to Mexico, Nova Sco-
tia and the Four Corners area plus several trips to 
New England and a lot of riding in Pennsylvania. The 
odometer turned over 60,000 during the 2011 MOA 

Rally in Bloomsburg, PA. Upon returning home, I 
submitted the paperwork for 300,000 certified miles 
on BMWs to both the MOA and BMW NA. Along the 
way, I earned two mileage awards in the 501cc-999cc 
class from the Women on Wheels® organization: 

second place in 2010 
for 15,886 miles and 
first place in 2011 
with 18,888 miles.

What? Work 
on my own 
bike?
 I’m a turn-on-the-
switch and twist-
the-throttle sort of 
woman and never 
liked to work on my 
own bikes – even 
with adult supervi-
sion. I have done 
oil changes on all 
my bikes and valve 
adjustments on the 
Slash 5 throughout 
the years, but oth-
ers have done most 
of my maintenance 
work. In addition 
to the people men-
tioned below, all my 
bikes spent many an 
hour on the racks at 
Bob’s BMW. Friend 
and Dutch Country 
Rider member John 
Horvatinovic kept 
the Slash 5 in tiptop 

shape, even giving it an 800-motor power boost on 
one trip to the Four Corners area. For the Iron Butt 
quest, Speed’s Cycles did almost all my service work 
and Morton’s BMW helped with parts. Lap at Quality 
Auto worked on it periodically as well. After buying 
the 1150, I enjoyed many a trip to Charlottesville 
for service by Anton Largiader. Lastly, Ron Orem has 
done just about every sort of service work needed to 
keep the GS happily thumping along. Thanks every-
one!
 I’ve often been asked what I like or dislike about 
BMWs. Each bike had its own personality and as 
long as it was running, I loved it. If not, the only 
thought was how quickly I could get it back on the 
road. I’d say they’ve been very reliable and the times 
that there were big problems, I was blessed to be 
in a safe spot. The best thing about BMWs is all the 
people I’ve met along the way. When I got the Slash 
5, I decided to join a club and get involved and that’s 
made all the difference! It opened a whole world 
of friends and opportunities.
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Photographing motorcycles
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 Hopefully this little guide will 
help you transform those good 
photo opportunities into great 
ones. The following applies to 
all types of camera, large and 
small – so get out there and 
shoot!
 Photography is all about light. 
When photographing a mo-
torcycle, which is a relatively 
large and shiny (sometimes 
mud covered) object, we need 
a large, soft source of light. A 
large light source tames reflec-
tions and a soft source of light 
prevents harsh shadows. In the 
studio you would use a softbox 
as a main light, creating a source 
large enough to just about cover 
the entire length of your bike. 
Fortunately for us, we have the 
largest softbox known to man at 
our disposal, the sky. When I say 
sky, I don’t mean the sun – I really 
mean the sky. The sun is a point 
source of light (specular) that cre-
ates harsh shadows and lots of hot 
spots on your shiny vehicle. The 
sky we need does not have a sun; 
this could mean shooting at the 
crack of dawn or in the evening as 
the sun sets. These are the golden 
hours of photography. 
 One of the best times to shoot 
is on a cloudy day because those 
puffy clouds create nature’s best 
and biggest softbox. If you don’t 
have the luxury of waiting until 
the sun is exactly where you want 
it, find a shadow large enough to 
accommodate your bike. Light in 
the falling shadow of a build-
ing has the same exposure 
value across the shadow, 
which equals even, soft light. 
Another added benefit to 
shooting in a shadow is there 
are no shadows in a shadow!
 A good image is all about 
the details. Positive
details accentuate your two-
wheeled dream machine and 
negative details draw the ob-
server’s eye away from the 
subject of the photo. If we 

remove the negative then all that 
is left is the positive, right? There 
are two major details that detract 
from a good shot. The first one is a 
distracting background; the sec-
ond is a distracting foreground. In 
the background watch out for light 
poles, trees, people, dogs, parts 
of dogs, and anything else that 
could be in focus and in the frame 
of your camera. If you can’t move 
the offender, then change your 
angle of view by getting lower to 
the ground, higher off the ground, 
or moving to another angle all 
together. Walk around the bike to 
see which direction has the least 
amount of background distraction. 

 The foreground should also 
be clear of debris and other 
distracting elements. The big-
gest offenders for foreground 
distraction are lines. Big, bold, 
yellow, white and red lines will 
ruin any well-lit image free of 
background distraction, so try 
to avoid photographing your 
bike in the middle of a park-
ing lot. Even when parked on 
the side of the road, ensure 
painted lines are not working 
against you. If the lines are 
unavoidable, try to use them 

creatively. They can sometimes be 
used to focus the viewer’s line of 
sight. Other foreground distractors 
include rocks and trash. Unless 
you are in a naturally rocky area, 
just kick the errant buggers out of 
the way and you will save yourself 
tons of time in post-production 
editing.
 Correct framing of your shot 
should be done using the rule of 
thirds. Some cameras have the op-
tion to turn on a grid overlay in the 
viewfinder or preview screen. This 
feature will help you level your 
shot and compose using the rule of 
thirds. If you don’t have the grid 
display then just imagine two hori-
zontal lines dividing the frame into 
horizontal thirds and two vertical 
lines dividing the vertical space 
into thirds as well. Now the easy 
part, compose your shot so that 
your subject is on one of these 
lines or where the lines intersect. 
As an example, if you have an im-

age with a setting sun over 
the ocean, place the horizon 
in your frame either a third 
of the way up the frame or 
a third of the way down the 
frame. Now place the sun-
set at either the right third 
or left third, which would 
situate the sun right on an 
intersection and voila – a 
perfect composition!  
   To zoom or not to zoom, 
that is the next question. 
There are advantages to 

Text and Photos by John Toth

Once you see it, it will ruin the photo for 
you; the light pole in the background is a 

distracting element.

Highlight details 
that make your 
bike different.
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both approaches. Wide-angle lens-
es alter the image perspective so 
objects seem far apart from each 
other. Photographing your motor-
cycle with the wide angle lens at a 
distance close enough to fill your 
viewfinder with the entire bike will 
still make the image appear to 
have been taken from far away, 
not to mention there will be distor-
tion near the edges of the frame 
that could make your shot look 
bubbly (yes, “bubbly” is a technical 
term). If you use a wide-angle lens 
try to keep from photographing at 
odd angles to limit the amount of 

distortion. An advantage of us-
ing the wide angle is you can get 
pretty close to your subject and 
fill the frame with what you are 
shooting. Wide-angle shots of 
logos, headlights, and chrome are 
always crowd pleasers.
 Every camera has a “normal” 
focal length that is somewhere in 
the middle of the zoom range of 
the lens. With a traditional 35mm 
camera this is achieved by using 
a 50mm lens. With most digital 
cameras, the normal focal length 
is somewhere between 28mm and 
35mm. It should be no surprise 

that images shot with a zoom set-
ting close to normal tend to mimic 
what your eye sees normally.  
Telephoto lenses do the opposite of 
what a wide angle does; they com-
press the image and makes things 
in the foreground seem closer to 
objects in the background. Try us-
ing a telephoto instead of a wide 
angle to get a shot of the whole 
bike by zooming in and stepping 
back, back, just a little bit further 
back! This method will isolate your 
bike from its background. Depend-
ing on the aperture your camera is 
set to, shoot this can also blur out 
the background while keeping the 
focus sharp on your motorcycle.
 Even though these few simple 
and easy steps will improve the 
quality of your photographs, don’t 
be afraid to break the rules. Try 
different angles, lenses and light-
ing. A shot in taken in the same 
place at different times of day 
will give you drastically different 
results. With the advent of higher 
resolution cameras on phones 
you can still use the above guide 
to create stunning images with 
your phone. What it boils down to 
is this: the photo taken with the 
equipment you have with you is 
better than not having a photo 
at all.

John thanks Morton’s BMW for the use of 
the S1000RR for these photographs.

See additional photos on following pages.

Rocks in the foreground clutter this image. After removing more
than 50 rocks and pebbles, the image becomes simple and neat.

One trick for getting higher 
is to enable a live view, if 

your camera has that option, 
and hold the camera above 

your head, using the preview 
screen to frame the shot.

John has been involved with 
photography since high school, 
continuing through college and 
into the US Air Force, where he 
worked in public affairs. He shoots 
with Nikon cameras (D700, D200 
and D90) and an Alien Bees strobe 
unit. He’s currently developing a 
prototype photo booth he hopes to 
put on the market.
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Lights, camera, action.  A combination of a slow shutter speed and a suction mount on the bike creates a sense of 
speed, even though the shot was taken at about 5 mph.
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Don’t be afraid to use empty space or to shoot vertical. The tele-
photo compresses the image so the background looks much closer 
than what it is. The bike is about 15 feet from the background and 

I am almost 20 feet away from the bike, laying on the ground.

On the back cover:
Use the environment to enhance your photo.



 Breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who 
meet for breakfast and often a 
ride afterwards. Not all mem-
bers participate in the after-meal 
rides and some like to show up 
solely for the ride. Interested? 
Arrive early, introduce yourself 
and be ready to have fun. Look 
for the tables with helmets and 
jackets piled on or near them 
and don’t be shy.
 If you’d like more information, 
or to volunteer to lead a ride one 
weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the 
Rides Committee Chair. You can 
also find out more by perusing 
the “Rides to Eat” section of the 
BMWBMW online forums.

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE B’FAST 
RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Ross-
ville Blvd, Baltimore MD 21236. 
To have a reminder e-mail sent 
to you the week before the 
breakfast, send your e-mail ad-
dress to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellen-
barg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 
Frederick Road, Thurmont MD 
21788. Take I-270 N to Freder-
ick, MD and continue north on 
US 15. Take the 1st Thurmont 
exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop 
sign, then LEFT at the 1st traffic 
light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile up 
on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE

CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A 
Fitzwater Drive, Nokesville VA 
20181. Easily reached via I-66, 
US 29 and VA 28. From 28, turn 
S/SE on Fitzwater, then cross the 
railroad tracks and look to the 
left. Riders gather in the back 
room.

Product review:
Gaerne Balance Oiled boots By Paul Miller
 Boots are one of those things that can make or break a ride. When I 
got back into riding eight years ago, I found a good deal on both a bike 
(R80 from Morton’s) and boots (BMW All-Rounds from Bob’s). The two 
matched each other well 
and I had no complaints 
- until I started following 
Dawn off the pavement.
 The R80 with the stiffer aftermarket suspension was not a good choice 
for rock gardens and the boots quickly showed their limitations. The sole 
was too flexible to stand on the pegs for more than five minutes and all 

the elements getting into the 
zippers made my All-Rounds 
a nightmare to get off at the 
end of the day. The All-Rounds’ 
final failure became apparent 
after a deep water crossing in 
Oregon when both boots went 
under water but only one came 
up full; the pegs had worn a 
hole through the left sole. As 
the sole was integral to the 
boot, the boot was history.
 Looking around for new boots 
was a challenge. I had to de-
cide on how much protection 
versus comfort versus cost. 
Rob Rickert of the Dirt Bike 

School in Sacramento steered 
me to these trials boots and 
it was a good suggestion. The 
Gaerne Balance Oiled Boots 
are stiffer and taller than your 
typical touring boot, much more 
flexible but with less protection 
than a motocross boot and have 
a replaceable standard Vibram 
sole.
 Three adjustable buckles 
replace a zipper and allow for 
tailoring the fit. They are sup-
posedly waterproof, but I found 
water initially weeped through 
the sole stitching. An application 
of SNO-SEAL twice a year keeps 
them dry but makes them look 
darker. They are good looking and 
very comfortable, in fact, a number 
of times I’ve forgotten to take them 
off at work, which could be the 
source of my new, mysterious nickname, “Boots.”
 I’ve also walked over three miles in the Balance boots with no prob-
lem. I did tear the waterproof liner on some barbed wire, though, so 
make sure to fold the flap inwards when buckling them, otherwise the 
membrane is exposed. A quick look on the web shows prices from 
$240-$350, perhaps a bit on the high side, but as you can replace 
the sole you may have them for a decade or more.

zipper + mud
sand + heat

common boot
removal nightmare=

The Gaerne catalog photo shows the boots 
in pristine condition. The photo by Paul Miller 

shows them after 30,000 miles, with about 
a third of that off-road. The wear from the 

pegs can be seen on the left sole.
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Breakfast Rides
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Total Membership Counts - Jan. 2011
 Members - 386
 Associates - 52
 Total - 438

Membership Renewal Counts
 Members - 7
 Associates - 0
 Total - 7

New Membership Counts
 Members - 2
 Associates - 1
 Total - 3

Please welcome our newest members: 
 Ji Kwon (Springfield, VA)
 Ron & Marilyn Newton (Reston, VA)

Treasurer’s report
Provided by Henry Winokur, Treasurer

Membership report
Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair

Income/Expense Statement for the
month ending 31 Jan 2012.

Income
 Memberships   466.50
 SunTrust refund     55.00
 Elks Lodge refund   300.00
 Total income   821.50

Expenses
 Printing    459.96
 PayPal fees      32.46
 Holiday party        1,449.16

 Total expenses        1,941.58

Net income (loss)     (1,120.08)

Balance on hand    $15,211.11

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s 
EUBMW Repair Shop will do the 
needed work and check out your 
bike’s whole system to spot 
problems before they happen.

Be ready for the Spring 
riding season!

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair Shop
(in the Armature Building)
3025 Colvin St, Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.la
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NHTSA takes on BMW NA over final drives, recalls
 The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has opened an investigation into final drive 
failures suffered by numerous BMW riders. BMW NA 
has been notoriously silent on the issue of final drive 
failures, much to the chagrin of BMW riders in the US 
and Canada.
 Investigation DP 12-001 opened on 20 Jan 2012 
and was prompted by a letter from Christopher Cimi-
no of Edmunds, WA. Cimino rides a K1200LT and the 
investigation covers all 15,413 K1200LTs sold in the 
US between 1998 and 2009. In addition to Cimino’s 
letter, the ODI reports 95 direct complaints entered 
into the NHTSA’s system as well as another 70 failure 
reports taken from the web-based “Final Drive Fail-
ure Registry,” which involves only K1200LTs. Robert 
Young, the NHTSA’s investigator on this case, did not 
return calls or e-mails before press time, but accord-
ing to documentation taken from the NHTSA website, 
the investigation is looking at “final drive crown gear 
ball bearing assembly progressive failure resulting in 
gear oil loss and/or bearing destruction with conse-
quent rear wheel looseness.”
 To report your final drive failure to the NHTSA, call 
(888) 327-4236 or go to www.safercar.gov. Either 
way you’ll need your year, make and model info as 
well as the mileage at the time of failure; reference 

DP12001 and list your failure as a Power Train issue.
 In a separate matter, the NHTSA reached a settle-
ment resulting in $3,000,000 in “civil penalties” for 
BMW NA’s failure to comply with federal requirements 
surrounding the reporting of safety defects to the 
government.
 This fine is the direct result of an investigation into 
BMW NA’s Part 573 reports and their lack of
completeness. A Part 573 Defect and Noncompliance 
Report must be submitted for any issue on any
vehicle that could compromise that safety.
 BMW recalled approximately 338,708 vehicles in 
the USA in 2010 based on only sixteen Part 573
reports filed by BMW NA. Only six of these reports 
were considered complete by the NHTSA.
 According to the settlement, BMW NA denies it 
violated the National Highway Traffic Safety Act but 
accepts that it may have an issue with timely report-
ing of problems. To that end BMW AG and BMW NA 
agreed to the $3,000,000 lump sum payment, which 
goes to the US government, not BMW owners.
 The settlement also includes a promise from BMW 
to “change their recall decision making process.” The 
settlement specifically mentions that BMW will ensure 
its recall processes will be consistent among the
motorcycle and automotive divisions.

By Wes Fleming
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 What do wire nuts, Romex, twist ties, rubber bands 
and duct tape all have in common? Like BMW motor-
cycles, these are all wonderful products, but that fact 
does not mean that they should be used together. If 
you are not on the side of the road, it is worth the 
effort to find more appropriate supplies to repair or 
modify your bike’s electrical systems.
 Electrical improvements are one of the most
common DIY modifications. Wiring a new farkle your-
self is a rewarding experience and on the surface it 
seems simple enough. Most manufacturers provide a 
wiring diagram that is fairly easy to follow. The tricky 
part is to get a long and trouble-free service life with-
out any adverse effects on other systems.  What the 
manufacturers don’t tell you is what not to do. 
 If you’re adding an audio device, where the wires 
run is as important as making good, clean, water-
tight connections, 
understanding a few 
electrical concepts 
is key. An antenna 
(any length of wire 
designed to pick up 
electrical signals) is 
not just for pulling
radio stations out of 
the sky. Field coils
can easily make
excellent antennas,
as a field coil can be 
as simple as a wind-
ing of wire. Your
alternator is a big 
field coil emitting 
enough electrical 
noise to be picked up 
by some comm
systems, so it is best 
to keep any wires 
you add as far from 
the alternator as rea-
sonably possible.
 Another example 
is your ignition coil; those with only pencil coils do 
not have to worry as much. If you have a standard 
transformer type you will also need to be aware not 
to run parallel to the spark plug wire. BMW ran the 
O2 sensor wire parallel to the spark plug wire on 
some of the twin spark R1150s for about 10 inches. 
The O2 sensor wire picked up enough noise to cause 
some bikes to suffer from surging. Other not so obvi-
ous coils can be just the extra length of wire power-
ing a farkle that runs to the battery that was wound 
into a circle and zip-tied away. It is always best to 
use only enough wire to get the job done, as this will 

Tech tips from George Mangicaro

Wiring

help prevent noise and interference between your 
electrical devices.
 Fuse blocks are becoming very common, however 
a lot of people do not understand how to use them. 
Many times I have seen an inline fuse after the fuse 
block. This should only be done if you are splitting a 
load. For example, say you have a GPS (1-3 amps) 
and a comm system (2-5 amps). Together these will 
only draw a few amps, so running them with a 10-
amp fuse for protection is pointless. The correct way 
is to come out of the fuse block and have a second 
inline fuse of the correct size. The sum of the inline 
fuses cannot exceed the rating of the fuse block fuse. 
 Using wire that is the same color as the OEM is 
very helpful to a third party when repairs need to be 
made. Most OEMs use red as battery/unswitched/
unfused power, but from a standards perspective, 

after that all bets 
are off. BMW fol-
lows DIN (Deutsches 
Institut fr Normung) 
standards on most 
models; F650s stray 
from DIN in some 
areas. DIN states 
what color wire is 
used for what pur-
pose and what the 
terminal connector is 
numbered. Brown is 
ground and designat-
ed 31, for instance.
 On most non-DIN 
vehicles green is 
ground, but DIN uses 
green as switched 
power. A lot of ac-
cessories use red as 
power and black as 
ground. If the wires 
need to be extended 
it is best to use the 
same color as the 

accessory used or switch to the color that the OEM 
uses. For example if you are installing PIAA lights on 
an R11xx and need a longer ground wire, you could 
use black (what PIAA uses) or brown (what BMW 
uses). Using a length of red because you have it lying 
around could cause big trouble later. 
 Using quality zip ties to secure the wires out of the 
way of any moving parts will help prevent sudden on-
the-road failures. Be careful to orientate the zip tie 
head away from any point of contact and be
careful when you trim the end.

George owns Beemers Uber Alles, an independent BMW shop in Manassas, VA.

Photo by Wes Fleming



Club events in 2012
Saturday 10 March - please note corrected date
Board of Directors (10 am) & General Member-
ship Meeting (11 am) at Morton’s BMW, 5099A 
Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, VA.

Sunday 15 April - please note corrected date
Board of Directors (10 am) & General
Membership Meeting (11 am) at ZiPani Café, 
1560 Opossumtown Pike, Frederick, MD.

Saturday 28 April - Tech Day from 9 am - ?? 
Hosted by Jim Bade, 5246 Seminary Road,
Alexandria, VA.

Saturday 12 May - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at a location to be determined.

Friday-Sunday 1-3 June
38th Annual Square Route Rally, 
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD.

Sunday 8 July - Board of Directors (10 am) 
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at 
Beemers Uber Alles, 9248 Mike Garcia Drive, 
Manassas, VA. Followed by the 2nd Annual 
BMWBMW Swap Meet at noon. Bring your 
parts and gear to sell or trade.

Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road, 
Jessup, MD.

Sunday 9 September - Club picnic at
Patapsco Valley State Park, MD.

Saturday-Sunday 6-7 October
Oktoberfest at Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD. 
Board of Directors (930 am) & General
Membership Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.

Saturday 10 November - Board of
Directors (10 am) & General Membership
Meeting (11 am) at Glory Days, 130
Featherbed Lane, Winchester, VA.

Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road, 
Gaithersburg, MD. Followed by a Tech Day, 
rain or shine, at noon.

Bob’s Warehouse Sale #3
31 March - Jessup, MD

www.bobsbmw.com
At Bob’s old location.

BMW MOA Weekend Getaway
13-15 April - Gettysburg, PA

www.bmwmoa.org
Registration begins 1 March.

Morton’s Spring Fling Rally
18-20 May - Natural Bridge, VA

www.mortonsbmw.com
Registration is currently open.

FloydFest 
26-29 July - Floyd, VA

www.floydfest.com
Contact Chase Hinderstein on the online 

for more info. 

Local events

Your article goes here!
If you have an idea for an article for Between the 
Spokes, don’t be shy! Send an e-mail to editor@

bmwbmw.org with your idea. You can also contact 
the editor on the online forums; look up the user 

named T. Wesley and send a private message.

What’s a good article? Anything that is motorcycle 
related and especially anything focused on BMW 

motorcycles. If you think it’s an interesting topic, 
event, product, tech item, ride, scenic overlook, 
water crossing or eatery, chances are our other 

members will find it interesting as well - and there’s 
nobody better suited to writing about than you.

National events
40th Int’l BMW RA Grand National

14-17 June 2012 - Copper Mountain, CO
www.bmwra.org

www.coppercolorado.com

40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO

www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us

In BTS next month
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Membership application/renewal form.                               Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
Please circle appropriate selections                                                                     www.bmwbmw.org

NEW MEMBER                                     RENEWAL                         CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 
Associate

STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP

OCCUPATION

PHONE (c) (h) (w)

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
 16-25   46-55
 26-35   56-65
 36-45   65+

I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
 Gov’t Affairs   Rally
 Internet   Rides
 Meetings & Events  Safety
 Membership   Sales
 Newsletter/BTS  Tech

BMW MOA #

BMW RA #

AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member     $20/year

Associate Member     $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newslet-
ter.

 Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by
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BTS is primarily delivered 
electronically. If you’d like 
to receive a paper copy in 
the mail, check here:

© 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS03/12.

Join our email club at www.battley.com for the latest news and events!
A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581
Tue – Fri 10 am –7 pm | Sat 9 am – 5 pm

SPRING OPEN HOUSE | APRIL 14
Music | Cookout 11a–3p | Spring Cleaning Specials

SPECIAL TAX-FREE DAY 
on everything from nuts to bikes*

SATURDAYS • FREE Coffee & Donuts • 9–10a

STIMULATE YOUR ECONOMY! Sell your used bike. 
Call us at 240-364-2080 to find out what it’s worth!

*We’ll pick up the sales tax on any purchase on Saturday, April 14, 2012

LADIES
GARAGE PARTY
MARCH 14 • 7–9 PM
Food / Fashion / Tech

U-Try-It Hands-On Demos
Dream of riding? New rider? 
Rider course info available. 
Meet experienced women 

riders who share a 
common passion! 

ALL BRANDS WELCOME

G650GS Sertão S1000RR
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Photo by John Toth. See page 10 for his article on photographing motorcycles.


