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38th Square Route Rally, 1-3 June 2012
By Scott Keimig, VP & Rally Chair
The Square Route Rally is the
club’s annual weekend event.
We gather for a weekend of
camping and riding in the beautiful Catoctin Mountains north of
Frederick, MD. The area offers
great riding and the rally offers
plenty of fun and opportunities
to catch up with old (or odd)
friends. You might even make
some new ones among the

couple of hundred Beemer riders that attend.
Camp WestMar in Thurmont, MD has plenty of
space for camping, seminars, rides, door prizes,
beer, food, vendors and
lots and lots of FUN!!!
Camping is a given, with
plenty of space to spread
out.
This event needs people like
YOU to make it happen. We’re
always looking for volunteers to
help with the rally. We can use
your help whether you have a lot
of time to share or only a little.
No matter whether you want to
help out up front, during or after
the rally, all help is needed and
appreciated! If you’d like to help,
please shoot me an email at
vp@bmwbmw.org, or send me
a PM on the message boards to

What will the 2012 SRR logo
be? These previous logos were
designed by club members!

ERC Scott. Please be sure to give
me your name, phone number
and email address so that I
can get in touch with you.
Cover photo of Michael Hunter
in Key West, Florida by James
Johnson. Mike placed 2nd in
the 2011 rides program. See
page 12 for a complete rundown of the winners.
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Looking back, looking ahead
The new year has kicked off
with a look back. The annual
holiday party celebrated our
2011 achievements in riding, as
we highlighted top mileage winners and those who collected the
most route signs. We also recognized Member of the Year Kermit
Jackson. To paraphrase a comment left on the forums:
“Member of the Year is not
just one incident but a YEAR
full of incidents... With his
willingness to jump in and
help whenever possible and
typically at the last minute,
without any hesitation, he
has made it easy for us to
depend on him and enjoy
working with him. His generosity doesn’t stop there.
He has offered to help club
members during tech days;
he often plans rides and is
always inviting others to ride
along.”
Kermit’s standout contribution was the Square Route Rally,
when he jumped in to run the
beer tent when our chairperson

By Maria Vandergucht, BMWBMW President

was unable to attend at the last
minute. He gave up the majority of a great riding weekend
to take on the role and helped
ensure the success of the rally.
THANK YOU KERMIT!
One last look back at the
holiday party…it is the perfect
example of what makes this club
work. Elsie did the overall organization, Wes developed the
slideshow, Scott and I split the
host/emcee duties, and Steve
and Ed presented awards. The
A-Team (Andy Dooley & Andi
Lutton) did tech support for the
slide show and presentation. All
the small pieces came together
for a fun evening. I hope you
join us next year!
Now we look ahead to 2012.
The BoD spent a weekend day
together to brainstorm on tech
days, meetings, events, and
how to get you more interested
in and involved in the club. We
hope to add value to the membership and offer some new
ideas. Cheree Craze suggested
highlighting a specific topic for

Kermit Jackson, center, always has a smile and a good word for club members. He’s pictured
here with club president Maria Vandergucht, Membership Chair Karen Ager (back to camera),
Phil Ager and Tina Fraembs.
Photo by Wes Fleming
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tech days, and Scott Keimig has
some new ideas to freshen up
the annual rally. The BoD will
also be doing an organized
outreach to new members, to
welcome them and let them
know what the club has to
offer. Members who feel
welcomed stay with the club and
often contribute in other ways.
What do you want out of the
club? What suggestions and
constructive feedback can you
offer? The BoD wants to hear
from you. And me? I need some
help organizing the annual picnic, so if you have some ideas or
some time to make a few phone
calls, let me know.
See you on the road!

Member of the Year and
BMWBMW Hall of Fame
nominations process
During the course of 2012,
if you become aware of a club
member that engages with the
club at a level you believe to be
over and above what the average club member does, please
nominate them for Member of
the Year.
Likewise, if you’re aware of
a club member that has consistently gone over and above
for the club, the marque and
the overall riding community,
please nominate them for inclusion in the club’s Hall of Fame.
Nominations for Member of
the Year and the BMWBMW
Hall of Fame may be made by
any club member by contacting a member of the Board of
Directors at any time during the
year.
These nominations are generally addressed during the club
officer election cycle in October
and November. Recipients of
Member of the Year and those
inducted into the Hall of Fame
are announced at the annual
holiday party every January.
BTS February

Between the Gutters
I come before you this month,
humbled, with a confession to make
to my BMW brothers and sisters.
While I am proud to have helped
my youngest brother, Jeremy, take
a step into the riding world with a
Yamaha FZ1, I have committed a
motorcycling atrocity.
It wasn’t when I insisted Jeremy
take the Basic Rider’s Course, which
he did in July while we were all
sweating it out in Bloomsburg. It
wasn’t when I encouraged him to
buy a brand-new Shoei RF-1100
instead of using an old, crusty
helmet he found in a box in his
basement. Despite our jeans-clad
legs in the photo, it wasn’t even
when I gave him a box of armored
textile gear I acquired from some
now-forgotten source, which turned
him into an ATGATT rider (at least
for the winter).
No, my brothers and sisters,
my crime against humanity was in
counseling Dave, a friend of his, to
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buy a nice condition 2002 HarleyDavidson FXSTB, also known as
a Soft Tail Night Train. With the
exception of some rusty bolt heads
and a little external corrosion from
sitting in a shed for a few years, the
bike was really a beauty.
In my defense, I did tell Dave
to lowball the
seller, which he
did gleefully. It
helped that we
showed up with
a trailer and
Dave’s fistful of
cash.
Hopefully
Dave won’t
give in to the
stereotypes
rampant in the
cruiser world,
but then again,
we all succumb
to stereotypes
Photo by Kim Durand
from time to

By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor
time. I’m very pleased to bring you
a treatise on exactly that this month
from the mind of Tim Mudrick,
one of the many GS riders in the
club. Tim’s sense of humor and
commitment to riding year-round
are both infectious and you can
read his piece starting on pg 6.
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Adventure riding to the grocery store

Recently, the adventure market has grown by
leaps and bounds with the introduction of the truly
awesome BMW R1200GS, which is the culmination of
BMW’s GS series. Seeking a share of the adventure
pie, other manufactures have introduced their own
models, including Yamaha’s Super Ténéré, and Ducati’s
Multistrada. These tough bikes can take you to the end
of the earth - or as some are quick to point out - to the
supermarket.
We have all seen this rider: Blue BMW Motorrad
enhanced Rallye 2 Pro suit... check. Garmin Zumo 665
widescreen waterproof GPS... check. BMW R1200GS
with Vario Side cases... check. A chiseled glare to scare
off any potential predators he may encounter in the
wild...check!
In a New York Times article
published on October 14, 2011
entitled “A Bike to Take You to
the Far Ends of the Earth, or the
Supermarket,” author Dexter
Ford notes that “you wouldn’t
expect many Timbuktu-bound
motorcyclists to begin their world
tours from your local Starbucks
parking lot. But that’s where you’re likely to see their
circumnavigation-ready machines.” The article ribs the
adventure rider for doing so little while possessing so
much - riding to the grocery store on a bike equipped
to “powerslide the Siberian Road of Bones, ford Chile’s
6

By Tim Mudrick

Bio-Bio River or go mano-a-horn with an enraged
Namibian rhino.”
Ford goes on to point out that despite being
equipped with the latest GPS gizmo, heated gear, and
toaster oven side cases, the stereotypical adventure
rider never really adventures. Part of the allure of
the adventure motorcycle, he notes, is not so much
actually riding to the ends of the earth but simply the
fantasy of being able to so.
As a rider in the adventure touring subculture, my
initial reaction was an incredulous “ouch!” because
sometimes the truth hurts. I do ride my rugged, GPSequipped, go-anywhere bike to the grocery store and to
Starbucks. Had I simply become another BMW poseur
capable of everything but never
really doing anything?
Before I answer that question,
let’s take a brief look at poseurs
in other motorcycle subcultures.
First and foremost, any
motorcycle subculture is
susceptible to poseurs. These
are riders that simply mimic
the clothing or style of other
riders simply to fit in or look cool without really
taking the time to understand the finer points of the
subculture. Poseurs usually aren’t the largest of a
particular subculture, but sometimes can be the loudest
or most visible to the outside world. Poseurs latch
BTS February

“Just where is this
gnarly adventure rider
headed? Probably your
local Starbucks.”

onto a subculture and by their association with that
subculture, can give it a bad name.
For example, take a look at the sportbike subculture,
where so-called “squids” - riders with too much
confidence and too little skill - take to the highways
at supersonic speeds wearing little to no gear. These
riders are the bad apples of the sportbike world and
generally irritate the automobile world with their high
speed, weaving through
traffic and stunting
on the highways. The
majority of sportbike
riders aren’t squids
but rather are safe,
responsible riders; it’s
the squids, though, that
seem to attract the most
attention – and almost
all of it negative.
I remember being
introduced to a twenty
something guy at a
party. Our host gave
us the conversation
starter, “Hey, both of you
fellas ride motorcycles!”
Seeing a chance to
Photos by/courtesy of Tim Mudrick
have an interesting
conversation at an
otherwise boring event, I jumped right in and inquired
about our common ground. “I’m a Harley guy.” he
replied, listing off a Harley model I didn’t recognize.
He was sure to mention the $20,000 price tag and the
hog’s excess chrome.
“What about you? What’s your ride?” he asked.
Slightly disappointed, I told him succinctly, “I’m a
BMW guy.”
Awkward pause.
Remembering that day was a sunny, fifty degree day
in December, I asked, “Have you been enjoying this
weather? I had such a nice ride today.”
“Oh, my bike’s been in storage at the dealership
since the end of September. I don’t like to clean the
salt off the chrome. Plus, December isn’t really t-shirt
weather.”
Not a great start, but seeing as my social options
were limited at a party where I knew no one, I
continued prodding him.
“What’s the longest trip you’ve ever taken?” I asked.
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“Oh, I don’t take trips. I mostly just take rides to and
from bike nights at the bar. My handlebars are too tall
to ride for more than a half hour or so.”
As the conversation continued, I began to realize that
I was conversing with the ADVrider caricaturization of
a Harley rider - The Pirate Road Captain. All the jokes,
jibes, and slights of the Company were embodied in
this rider. They were all true, right down to the oil leak
he mentioned he found
on his garage floor.
He referred to his
bike as “all chromed
out.” He said that his
loud pipes that have
saved his life on more
than one occasion.
He shared his love for
layering with a leather
vest when the cold
August night whipped
into his sleeveless
t-shirt. He told of his
fellow rider who had to
“lay ‘er down” to avoid
a big crash.
It was getting too
good to be true.
Literally everything he
mentioned made me
chuckle inside - while trying to maintain a straight face
- thinking of how he fit the exaggerated Pirate Road
Captain mold perfectly.
His most telling moment was when he mentioned
that “his bike is 90% for show and 10% for riding.”
It was “more important to have it at the bar than to
actually ride it there.” For him, it was more important
to have the bike than to ride the bike. It was a merely
status symbol - a flashy diamond ring, a McMansion,
a fur coat. Although I didn’t ask, he gave me the
impression that he’d rather have the bike trailered to
and from the bar instead of riding it there.
While this poseur does not represent all in the
Harley-Davidson circle, he certainly did not paint
himself as a true rider. I remind myself that just as the
Squids and Pirate Road Captains don’t represent their
brands well, the adventure touring crowd I’m part of is
also susceptible to poseurs.
Anything that is as popular as the adventure bike
market is bound to have a few riders who just don’t
have the adventure spirit. The squid or leather-bound
pirate may be the most visible member of his particular
motorcycle subculture; in the BMW world, perhaps the
ATGATT (textiles, of course) rider with Jesse cases,
every Touratech bolt-on bit and an ADV sticker on his
windshield is the equivalent to those other stereotypes.
Many BMWBMW members are the epitome of the
adventure market - riding long distances, camping in
remote locations, braving the rain, snow, sleet and hail,
doing all of their own maintenance and more. Heck,
our club even has a guy who makes DVDs teaching you
how to do your own maintenance.
Adventure, continued on next page
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So am I just another BMW poseur as Dexter Ford’s
article calls out? This question burned at me for days.
After my self-loathing faded, I realized that I don’t fit
into the adventure-poseur crowd. Yes, I ride to the
grocery store - but that’s simply because I don’t need a
car living in DC’s U Street neighborhood. Plus, the hard
luggage on my GS holds a heck of a lot of grub. You
can sometimes find my GS parked at the curb in front
of a Starbucks in Alexandria, but that’s because I work
in the building next door.
Some of you might have seen my GS at the Square
Route Rally or at a tech day. I bet you remember it,

8

if only for its rough appearance. My 1996 R1100GS
features a faded, yellow plastic fuel tank; some
mechanics have diagnosed its bubbled paint as a
scabies infestation. The right turn signal stem droops
like a branch half-snapped from a tree. A Ziploc bag
duct-taped to my handlebar stores the power cable for
the GPS, preventing water-induced corrosion on the
connector when it’s not in use. It has all the charm
you’d expect from a 15-year-old machine whose
odometer is about to roll past 83,000. This cosmetically
terrible but mechanically sound beast is my everyday
driver and I absolutely love it.
Any good rider should be able to take a gentle
ribbing. As an adventure rider, you should be able
to take it best, seeing as you are supposedly the
toughest. If you are the rider Ford describes in his
article, I challenge you to get out and ride. Your bike
can do anything, but you’ve got to get out there!
I’m proud of my adventure touring record. Although
I’ve never been to South America or any of the faroff destinations in The Long Way Round, I’ve logged
23,000 miles in two years. I ride every day. I ride off
road. I’ve taken long camping trips to West Virginia and
Montreal. I ride in the winter and the rain. I have to
admit, though, that sometimes I take my go-anywhere
adventure bike to the grocery store or Starbucks.
At least I can say that I’m “going green” by carrying
groceries in my hard luggage (read “reusable bags”).
What’s your excuse for not adventuring on your
adventure bike?
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2011 mileage contest results
Reported by Steve Willis, Mileage Chair

1. Wade Butler ...
2. Paul Mihalka ...
3. Chris Russell-Wood ...
4. Bruce Watkins ...
5. Tina Fraembs ...
6. Jim Patton ...
7. Steve Willis ...
8. Steve Anderson ...
9. Jody Douglas ...
10. Don Graling ...
11. Chris Barritt ...
12. Karen Ager ...
13. John Litner ...
14. Garrett Stone ...
15. Steve Clifford ...
16. Phil Ager ...
17. Gene Fruend ...
18. Wes Fleming ...
(2nd sidecar at 3,416)
19. Maria Vandergucht ...
20. Henry Winokur ...
21. Larry Cain ...
22. Linda Mooney ...
23. Elsie Smith ...
24. Ed Pfister ...
25. Terry Barnes (top sidecar) ...

... 30,900
... 28,546
... 26,407
... 23,136
... 21,837
... 20,283
... 18,179
... 17,881
... 17,258
... 14,381
... 13,363
... 12,904
... 12,465
... 12,097
... 11,256
... 11,100
... 10,553
... 9,740
... 9,570
... 8,512
... 7,460
... 7,421
... 6,705
... 6,381
... 4,677

It’s not too late to get in on the action for
2012. Just send your year-start mileage for
your motorcycle(s) to Steve Willis at
mileage@bmwbmw.org.

Wade Butler with his R1200GSA.

2012 BTS
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2012 International

The 2012 Progressive International Motorcycle Show was somewhat disappointing for
most local BMW riders. Once again, BMW NA
decided to only attend the IMS in New York
and Los Angeles, leaving BMW fans in the rest
of the nation without any manufacturer representation.
Triumph was the only European marque with
any significant presence; their booth was large
and displayed motorcycles from every genre.
Perhaps true to American tastes, their cruisers
garnered the most attention.
The Big Four Japanese brands were well
represented and Harley-Davidson had a
massive booth. The rest of the floor was taken
up by product vendors ranging from anti-fog
cream to custom earplugs along with the
typical leather vest and patch vendors.
Local dealers Coleman Powersports and
Battley Cycles attended. While Coleman
focused on selling gear and accessories, Battley had several
BMW bikes on display, including an R1200GSA in anniversary livery. The bike in Battley’s booth that attracted the
most attention, however, wasn’t a BMW - it was a Motus
prototype. Watch for a feature on the US-made Motus sport
tourer in a future issue of BTS.

Have an idea for
a photo essay or
contest? Send an
e-mail to editor@
bmwbmw.org and
let’s get your
motorcycle-related
photos on display!

This carefully restored 1975 Honda CB750 was
on display at the Vintage Japanese Motorcycle
Club’s booth. The VJMC is one of the largest
and most well organized vintage clubs in the
nation, with members in every state.

The Smage Brothers (www.
smagical.com) tour the
country performing all
sorts of feats of crazed
athletic stuntery. Here
they’re wowing the crowd
with two-stroke trials
bikes. Older brother Phil
has won X Games medals as a snowboarder. Pat
was the first American to
compete in the FIM World
Championships since the
early 1970s.
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Motorcycle Show

Photos by Wes Fleming

Along with all four major Japanese builders, Triumph and HarleyDavidson both attended with large booths. While many of the
bikes were hands-off, the HD booth featured a dyno-like
machine that allowed attendees to sit on and rev up a bike.
It may look old, but this is
a brand-new Royal Enfield
Classic Desert Storm imported from India. It features
a 499cc, fuel injected, air
cooled single cylinder engine
that pumps out 27 bhp and 41
Nm of torque. This one was at
Velocity Vintage Motorcycles’
booth. Velocity is located in
Richmond, VA.

The bike generating the most buzz at the show was definitely the Motus, an
American-made, V4 sport touring bike expected to hit showrooms in the summer.
Battley Cycles will be the only DC area dealer. Prices are expected to be competitive with BMW’s higher-end sport tourers, the R1200RT and K1600GT.

Bell Helmets was one
of the more prominent vendors at the
IMS. They have a
new flip-up helmet
with an internal sun
visor, but their retro
line - while perhaps
not up to BMWBMW
ATGATT standards is both eye-catching
and DOT approved.
Don’t forget that DC,
MD & VA all require
eye protection while
riding!

2012 BTS
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2011 Great States Tour & AWSHIDT results
There was much interest in
the 2011 rides program. As
the season was starting, we
issued over 30 ID numbers
for members who had high
hopes of taking rides and
gathering photos of states
and route numbers. We had
two challenges for the club
– the Great States Tour and
the American Wanderings
Sequential Highway ID Tour, or
AWSHIDT.
Each year riders request the
Great States Tour and we are
happy to accommodate. All
you have to do is visit different
states and document your visit
and the rider who does wins the
contest. Bob Stransky turned in
16 states for the Great States
Tour in addition to participating
in the AWSHIDT. In scoring the
Great States category, the rider
had to specify Great States and
document their tally and we

12

Photo by Robert Williams

By Ed Phelps, Rides Chair

congratulate Bob on his win in
this tour.
AWSHIDT also had a simple
concept: Collect highway
numbers from 1 to 99, with
a couple of twists to make it
more interesting. The twists
were that highways ending in
5 or 0 had to be US highways
(US15, US40, US95, etc.). That
meant to win the Unlimited
States category and be the
Grand Tour Champion required
riding coast-to-coast and
border-to-border. We also
offered a Five State Challenge
and Single State Challenges
for members who wanted to
get out and ride but would
concentrate more in one state.
Back in 2000, the American
Motorcyclist Association did a
trial run to review the Grand
Tour, which was a popular
event but insurance worries
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Photo by Bob Higdon, taken in Bristol, VA.

and liability had put an end to it. Team Strange,
in Minnesota, hosted the “I’ve Been Everywhere”
Grand Tour to demonstrate to the AMA that there
was interest in those kinds of events. Eddie James
worked at the AMA as the Road Riding Chairman
and was also a Team Strange member. The Tour
was based on the song “I’ve Been Everywhere,”
which names 92 locations all over North, Central
and South America. It was a very popular Grand
Tour and the AMA began sanctioning them in 2001.
At the time, I also belonged to the Four Seasons
Road Riders and we came up with the AWSHIDT
and sanctioned it with AMA in 2001. Phil Space
was the Rides Chairman that year, so I told
him about the tour and how it could also be a
BMWBMW Grand Tour. I coordinated with Phil for
the BMWBMW AWSHIDT that year and it was a fun
event. If I recall correctly, it was a hotly contested
tour between Don Arthur and Bob Higdon, who
always seems to be in the mix on these things.
Bob got all the US Highways that year and did 48
states while collecting the route ID’s. Don had a
US 55 sign in Front Royal, even though VA 55 was
never a US route, but Bob narrowly snatched the
win away from him.
The 2011 revival of AWSHIDT was well received;
a bunch of riders stepped up for the challenge and
everybody seemed to have a good time. The Grand
Champion title would go to the rider that maxed
out every part of the contest and left nothing to
chance. The tour had three tiebreaker levels in
case more than one rider got all 99 highways. We
had six members get all 99 highways!
The first tiebreaker was the US highways. There
are 87 US highways spread all over the US with
numbers between 1 and 99. You might assume
that you probably would not need all 87 to win, but
you would have assumed incorrectly, as we had
two tour riders nab all 87.
Our second tiebreaker was states. The more
states you documented in your quest for highways,
the better chance to win. We never needed the
third tiebreaker (greatest number of route signs in one
location) because one rider hit all 48 lower states; the
next closest was 33 states. Our Grand Champion found
a group in Bristol, VA with nine signs – just in case.
Twelve AWSHIDT results were turned in at the end
of the season. We reviewed them and categorized
them by Unlimited States, Five State Challenge, and
single state riders who put their emphasis on a large
number of same-state route numbers. We had state
awards in Maryland and in Virginia.
The winner of the Maryland Challenge was Robert
Williams. While considering a plan for the tour he
decided to put all his effort into Maryland. He studied
the state numbers, past and present. He nabbed 82
Maryland routes while riding all over the state. Also
concentrating predominately in Maryland was Maria
Vandergucht. She submitted 53 total routes with
seven US highways and 47 Maryland roads. The State
Challenge was a way to recognize achievements just

as hard earned as riding nationally.
George Van Mater won the Virginia State Challenge.
He has proven himself to be a fierce competitor over
the years and this year was certainly no different. After
taking no prisoners in the last two years, George had
all 99 routes, collecting 81 signs in Virginia and 31 US
highways.
The Five State Challenge winner was Don Graling. We
consider our five-state area to be MD, VA, PA, WV and
DE. Don hit 71 routes with all but one being in that
area. Included in his count were 14 US routes. Second
place went to Wes Fleming, with 25 routes in our area
and eight US highways. Wes rode his sidecar rig to
a bunch of the routes, so it was good to see variety
in choices of travel. Next year Wes plans to take his
daughter along so we can have a passenger class.
The Unlimited States riders really went all out for the
AWSHIDT and just like in 2001, Bob Higdon left nothing
to chance in his quest for the Grand Champion award.
AWSHIDT, continued on next page
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Breakfast Rides
Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and often a ride afterwards. Not all members participate
in the after-meal rides and some
like to show up solely for the ride.
Interested? Arrive early, introduce
yourself and be ready to have fun.
Look for the tables with helmets
and jackets piled on or near them
and don’t be shy.
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the Rides
Committee Chair. You can also find
out more by perusing the “Rides to
Eat” section of the BMWBMW online
forums.

1st Sunday @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE B’FAST RIDE
GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville
Blvd, Baltimore MD 21236. To have
a reminder e-mail sent to you the
week before the breakfast, send
your e-mail address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday @ 10 a.m.
MD BREAKFAST RIDE
THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103
Frederick Road, Thurmont MD
21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick,
MD and continue north on US 15.
Take the 1st Thurmont exit. Turn
RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then
LEFT at the 1st traffic light. The
Cozy is a 1/4-mile up on your left.

4th Sunday @ 9 a.m.
VA BREAKFAST RIDE
CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater
Drive, Nokesville VA 20181. Easily
reached via I-66, US 29 and VA 28.
From 28, turn S/SE on Fitzwater,
then cross the railroad tracks and
look to the left. Riders gather in the
back room.
14

AWSHIDT, continued from previous page

Bob was even worried that with the caliber of riders we have in the
club that some adventurous rider with some extra time off work would
get the 48 states and then ride up to Hyder, Alaska to grab the 49th
continental state for the ultimate tiebreaker. Bob had all 87 US route,
12 others and 48 states.
First place went to John Frick, who really worked for his award.
John is an endurance rally rider that has ridden many rallies and
really enjoys the AMA Grand Tours. He told me he didn’t ride the IBET
in 2000 or the 2001 AMA AWSHIDT, but he knew all about them and
really got interested when we announced it as the BMWBMW tour.
John lives in Cincinnati and joined the club this year. He also grabbed
all 87 US highways and 12 others, but lost out to Bob since he only
got 33 states. John rode the Iron Butt Rally this year and hit all 48
states but you don’t do double duty when riding the Iron Butt. John
plans to check back in 2021 to see if the AWSHIDT comes back again.
Mike Hunter turned in all 99 route numbers. He had 75 US highways
and 24 others. He and James Johnson, who finished one spot behind
Mike, did a four corners ride in conjunction with the AWSHIDT,
traveling to Key West, FL, San Ysidro, CA, Blaine, WA and Madawaska,
ME. They collected many of the routes together and they took each
other’s pictures at some of the route signs. It was enjoyable to see
the guys holding their numbers and looking like they were having
a good time on the Lap of America Ride. Jim sent a printed out
documentary of his AWSHIDT and did a great job of researching all
the past and present US routes from 1 to 99, looking at their status
as US routes as well as beginning and ending locations. Jim did a
great job on his AWSHIDT with 72 US and 27 other routes.
Fourth position went to Jody Douglas, who also had all 99 routes
with 65 US routes, 35 other routes and 22 states. At the Holiday
Party, Jody told me she would have gathered more US routes if she
had thought the competition was going to be so tough.
Steve Anderson is always a good competitor and rides many of our
tours. He won our fifth place Unlimited States award with 89 total
highways, grabbing 17 US and 72 additional routes. Bob Stransky
finished up the Unlimited States category with 81 total routes, 26 US
highways and 15 states.
Congratulations to all
the entrants. Barb and I
are working on the 2012
tours and you will be
seeing something soon.
Check the online forums
and watch for a writeup in a future issue of
Between the Spokes.
If you’re interested
in participating in the
annual rides program or
helping Ed on the Rides
Committee, contact
rides@bmwbmw.org.
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Chasing smoke
I like barbecue. I like barbecue a lot and I
like a lot of barbecue. In fact, I yield to
nobody, except maybe John and Jody Douglas, in my affection for meats cooked slowly
and with a lot of smoke coming from oak
logs. You get the idea.
It was with great interest that I read a
year or so ago of the 2011 Smoke Chasing Grand Tour (http://www.smokechasing.
com). Organized by the lunatic bikers at
Team Strange, who gained fame setting up
many of the endurance events we know and
love, the SCGT was designed as a fun way to
raise money for Eddie’s Road, a charity for
troubled youths founded by longtime motorcyclist Eddie James. Eddie died in a motorcycle crash in December 2009, but his fiancé
Lisa Erbes and their many friends continue
the good work.
The general idea behind the 2011 SCGT
was to document visits to fifteen BBQ joints all over
the U.S., taking a photo of your bike, the restaurant
and the SCGT “passport” to prove you were there. The
passport
had space
to list information
about the
restaurant,
including a
review of
their food.
You could
earn different levels
of finisher
status by
the way
you accomplished
your visits – three
each in
five states,
five each
in three
states, or
one each
in fifteen
states.
With
three very
good BBQ
places
within a
few miles of
Morton’s
2012 BTS

Story and photo by Steve Anderson

The author’s roadworn R1150GS outside Allman’s at
2000 Augustine Avenue, Fredericksburg VA.

BMW, I got a good start in the first week of the tour.
Over the summer, I made treks to North Carolina,
several Virginia towns, suburban joints in Maryland,
Pennsylvania and even New York – yes, they have BBQ
in New York!
Along the way I sampled lots of pulled pork and
barbecued ribs, plus some pretty interesting side
dishes. I discovered along the way how many different
and amazing ways people make cole slaw. One of my
favorite sides was the deep fried macaroni and cheese
at Flip’s Barbecue in Wilmington, NC. Also noteworthy
were the hush puppies at Wilber’s BBQ in Goldsboro,
NC; they’re easily the best I’ve ever had.
While I visited many fine (and a few less-than-fine)
BBQ places in a half dozen states, I ended up documenting five each in Virginia, Maryland, and New York.
I would eagerly return to most of them, and regularly
visit some of the ones in Virginia.
Speaking of returning to BBQ restaurants, the 2012
Smoke Chasing Grand Tour is launching on 1 February.
If you like the taste and smell of slow-cooked pork, I’d
encourage you to sign up with us for the 2012 SCGT.
The entry fees and the charges for other items – tshirts, stickers, etc. – help fund Eddie’s Road, and it’s a
lot of fun to participate.
Last year saw almost 400 riders participate in the
Smoke Chasing Grand Tour; this year, we want to get
800 out there, finding some great BBQ joints and raising lots of money for Eddie’s Road.
Steve Anderson is Morton’s BMW’s Sales and Marketing Manager
has served in those roles as well as webmaster for Morton’s BMW
since 1996. He’s been riding BMWs for more than twenty years and
over 300,000 miles.
Morton’s BMW is one of the official sponsors of the 2012
Smoke Chasing Grand Tour. To join Morton’s team, contact
Steve (steve@mortonsbmw.com) before you sign up online.
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Become an MSF RiderCoach
By Paul Wilson

Looking for a rewarding second career, a
chance to earn some pin money while helping
out new riders, or help others gain valuable
riding skills? How about all of the above?
If so, then think about becoming a RiderCoach in the Virginia Rider Training Program.
What’s required? You’ll need to observe a few
Basic RiderCourse (BRC) classes and attend
the BRC as a student if you haven’t done so
recently; then you’ll be eligible to take a fourweekend training class in Ashland, VA.
There’s a good deal of “homework” too. You’ll
need to become very familiar with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation course materials. The
training program encourages the RiderCoach
candidates to work together, so there’s a lot of
group work. Like a lot of things, the rewards
are commensurate with the effort invested.
Check out www.vrtp.org/employment for
more information. You may also contact Paul
Wilson at dcmcrider@gmail.com for more information.

Tina Fraembs, pictured here with her 2010 K1300GT
“Rocket,” was the club’s top mileage woman for 2011.
She rode 21,837 miles despite being off her bike for
nearly six weeks due to surgery to reconstruct her
shoulder, damage that resulted from being rear-ended
by a car in traffic on I-95 in 2010. Photo by a random
tourist passing by.
The December 2011 treasurer’s report was not available at press
time. It will be published as soon as possible.

Membership report

Provided by Karen Ager, Membership Chair
Total Membership Counts - Dec. 2011
Members - 370
Associates - 54
Total - 424
Membership Renewal Counts
Members - 19
Associates - 2
Total - 21
New Membership Counts
Members - 6
Associates - 0
Total - 6
Please welcome our newest members:
Dick Burgett (Reston, VA)
Angel Ilarraza (N. Bethesda, MD)
Brian Kelly (Berryville, VA)
Theodore Knabb (Stevensville, MD)
Bob Reagle (Fairfax, VA)
Josh Sawislak (Alexandria, VA)
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A BMW Bike’s Best Friend:
Skilled Routine Inspection
and Maintenance

If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s EUBMW
Repair Shop will do the needed work and
check out your bike’s whole system to
spot problems before they happen.
For November and December, Khanh
is offering a $25 discount
on any service work over $300.
Khanh’s EUBMW Repair
Shop is at your service in
the Armature Building.
Khanh’s EUBMW
Repair Shop
3025 Colvin Street
(in the Armature Building)
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.
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BMW maxi-scooters won’t hit the US until 2013
By Wes Fleming

Rumors are solidifying that
BMW’s highly anticipated
maxi-scooters, the C600
Sport and C650GT, won’t be
available in the US market
until 2013. No information is
available yet whether the first
scooters to hit the US will be
2012 or 2013 models, but it
seems reasonable to assume
the first ones will be 2013s.
The maxi-scooters, unveiled
at the 2011 EICMA show in
Milan, Italy are clearly BMW’s
attempt to break into the
urban scooter market. They
are reportedly going to be
priced competitively with
other maxis such as the
Suzuki Burgman 650 ($9,899
for 2012) and Yamaha TMAX
($8,950 in 2011), both of
which sell well across the US.
No matter when these
scooters are finally available,
they’re likely to make BMW

2012 BTS

The C650GT, above, can handle a passenger. The C600 Sport,
below, not only features ABS but has a more aggressive
seating position and body styling. Photos courtesy BMW.

two-wheelers more visible to
American consumers. Each
scooter features a brand new
inline two-cylinder, 647 cc
engine rated at about 60 hp
and with a max torque
of 44 lb-ft. The fuel injected engines will have
four valves and two overhead camshafts just like
the current generation of
boxer engines. In keeping with BMW’s attention
to emissions, the motorcycle-spec stainless steel
exhaust system will have
a closed loop catalytic
converter and an oxygen
sensor.
Keeping these
maxis in line with
motorcycle technology, they will
also feature upside down forks, a
single-sided swingarm and anti-lock
brakes.

Differences between the
two models are much like
the differences between the
K1600GT and GTL bikes in
that the C600 Sport will have
flatter handlebars, a smaller
seat and sportier tuning than
the C650GT, which is
designed to easily transport
two people.
Underseat storage for both
scooters is touted as being
able to swallow two full-face
helmets. While that might
depend on the size of the
helmets, it will certainly
hold quite a few groceries.
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Club events in 2012
Sunday 12 February - Board of Directors
(1030 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Silver Spring Mining Company,
11100 York Road, Cockeysville MD.
Saturday 18 February - Tech Day (8 am to
2 pm) at WB Motors, 3767 Pickett Road,
Fairfax VA.
Saturday 3 March - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Morton’s BMW, 5099A Jefferson
Davis Highway, Fredericksburg VA.
Sunday 25 April - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
ZiPani Café, 1560 Opossumtown Pike,
Frederick MD.
Saturday 12 May - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at a location to be determined.

Friday-Sunday 1-3 June
38th Annual Square Route Rally,
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD.
Sunday 8 July - Board of Directors (10 am)
& General Membership Meeting (11 am) at
Beemers Uber Alles, 9248 Mike Garcia Drive,
Manassas VA. Followed by the 2nd Annual
BMWBMW Swap Meet at noon. Bring your
parts & gear to sell or trade.
Saturday 11 August - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Bob’s BMW, Jessup MD.
Saturday & Sunday 6-7 October
Oktoberfest at Camp WestMar, Thurmont MD.
Board of Directors (930 am) & General
Membership Meeting (10 am) on Sunday.
Saturday 10 November - Board of
Directors (10 am) & General Membership
Meeting (11 am) at Glory Days, 130
Featherbed Lane, Winchester VA.
Sunday 9 December - Board of Directors
(10 am) & General Membership Meeting
(11 am) at Battley Cycles, 7830 Airpark Road,
Gaithersburg MD. Followed by a Tech Day,
rain or shine, at noon.
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In BTS next month
Elsie Smith’s life as a BMW rider

Longtime club member and featured Holiday Party
speaker Elsie writes about her lifetime of
experiences aboard motorcycles.

Confessions of a 40-plus first-timer

There’s thousands of ways for a man to deal with
death, divorce, alcoholism and a midlife crisis.
This is just one of them.

Photography tips by John Toth

John is a professional photographer specializing in
motorcycles. He’ll dispense some advice on how to
make your bike photos look their best.

Local events
Bob’s Warehouse Sale #3
31 March - Jessup, MD
www.bobsbmw.com
At Bob’s old location.
BMW MOA Weekend Getaway
13-15 April - Gettysburg, PA
www.bmwmoa.org
Registration begins 1 February.
Morton’s Spring Fling Rally
18-20 May - Natural Bridge, VA
www.mortonsbmw.com
Registration is currently open.
FloydFest
26-29 July - Floyd, VA
www.floydfest.com
Contact Chase Hinderstein for more info.

National events
40th Int’l BMW RA Grand National
14-17 June 2012 - Copper Mountain, CO
www.bmwra.org
www.coppercolorado.com
40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO
www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us
BTS February

Membership application/renewal form.
www.bmwbmw.org
NEW MEMBER

Sign up or renew online with PayPal at
Please circle appropriate selections

RENEWAL

NAME
Associate

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP
OCCUPATION

Referred to BMWBMW by

PHONE

BMW MOA #

E-MAIL
AGE GROUP
16-25			
26-35			
36-45			

BMW RA #

I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
Gov’t Affairs			
Internet			
Meetings & Events		
Membership			
Newsletter/BTS		

2012 BTS

AMA #

46-55
56-65
65+

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Sales
Tech

$20/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privileges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newsletter.
Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735, Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.
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Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Ft Washington, MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS
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2012 Tech Days
A new year brings us to a new round of tech days. Several people have
stepped up with offers to host and there are some new ideas in the pipeline, so you won’t want to miss the excitement. To get us started, Eric
Scott has graciously offered to host our first tech day. Mark your calendars!
Saturday, 18 February 2012
8 am - 2 pm
WB Motors
3767 Pickett Road
Fairfax, VA 22031

www.bmwbmw.org
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