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   As you are reading this, it is probably not 
raining at Camp WestMar‚ a reminder that 
there are worse weather con-
ditions than a little liquid pre-
cipitation! To raise your winter 
spirits, we would like to remind 
you our Square Route Rally will 
be here before you know it.
   The Square Route Rally is 
the club’s annual weekend 
event. We gather for a week-
end of camping and riding in 
the beautiful Catoctin Moun-
tains north of Frederick, MD. 
The area offers great riding 
and the rally offers plenty of 
fun and opportunities to catch 
up with old (or odd) friends. You might even 
make some new ones among the couple of 
hundred Beemer riders that attend.

   Camp WestMar in Thurmont, MD has plenty 
of space for camping, seminars, rides, door 
prizes, beer, food, vendors and lots and lots of 
FUN!!! Camping is a given, with plenty of space 

to spread out.
   This event needs people like 
YOU to make it happen. We’re 
always looking for volunteers to 
help with the rally. We can use 
your help whether you have a 
lot of time to share or only a lit-
tle. No matter whether you want 
to help out up front, during or 
after the rally, all help is needed 
and appreciated! If you’d like to 
help, please shoot me an email 
at vp@bmwbmw.org, or send 
me a PM on the message boards 

to ERC Scott. Please be sure to give me your 
name, phone number and email address so 
that I can get in touch with you.

38th Square Route Rally, 1-3 June 2012
By Scott Keimig, VP & Rally Chair



With colder temperatures sneaking in, 
and the freak pre-Halloween snow, there is 
no denying that winter is on its way. Many 
of us will continue to ride through the 
colder temperatures as long as the roads 
are safe. 
Keep in mind 
that cagers 
are expect-
ing to see you 
even less, so 
do all you can 
to increase 
visibility and 
stay safe.

With the 
cold comes 
some work 
for your Board of Directors. The BoD kicks 
off 2012 with our annual planning meeting 
and we’ll be brainstorming ways to en-
hance the value of belonging to BMWBMW. 
We’ve already reached out to the dealers, 
encouraging them to highlight discounts 
and activities for club members; check out 
the Morton’s ad this month for their offer-
ing to local clubs. We also hope to freshen 
up some of our standard offerings such as 
the rally and the picnic, so stay tuned for 
our meeting report.

I hope to see many of you at the annual 
Holiday Party. Elsie Smith has again taken 
the lead to plan a fun evening. Join us for 
dinner, find out who cranked out the miles, 
who collected the most route signs, and 
who earned our Member of the Year award. 
Elsie will be sharing her travel tales with 
us. Be sure to say “hi” to our newer mem-
bers as well.

I’m sure you’ll agree that the new look of 
the BTS is impressive. Thanks to Wes for 
his efforts to continue and build upon our 
tradition as one of the BEST newsletters 
among chartered clubs. One improvement 
makes it even easier for you to contact 
the Board — note all the ‘clickable’ e-mail 

addresses in the electronic version of BTS.  
One click and we’re all ears.

   Your Board wants to hear from you, 
so please share any ideas and comments. 
Better yet, let us know if you want to help 
— no contribution of time/effort is too 
small.

Best wishes to you all for a safe and 
happy New Year!

   I had a bit of a flashback this fall, 
and flashbacks tend to bring up what 
are sometimes unusual memories. My 
brother’s car died, so I gave him my truck 
— after all, I thought, I have a motorcycle 
or two, September and October are pretty 
nice months, and he needs a car to do his 
job.
   Having now ridden through the wettest 
September and October we’ve had 
in nearly a decade, it’s not nearly as 
intelligent a decision as I thought it would 
be when I made it. I learned a lot about 
my rain gear, skills and willingness to 
continue riding in bad weather
   The experience reminded me of a time 
many years ago when I didn’t have a car 
for a long stretch. BMW wasn’t even a 
blip on my radar back then. I was riding 
Honda inline 4s and Kawasaki triples, 
none of which ever really ran right. I think 
I was wet, cold or moldy for the better 
part of two years. I wouldn’t trade that 
time for anything, but now that I’m in my 
40s, it only took six weeks without a car 
to spur me to buy another one, which I 
then wrecked three weeks later, but that’s 
another story.
   Similarly, starting work as BTS editor 
has reminded me of a time many years 
ago when I was heavily involved in putting 
out a college newspaper twice a week 
with writing, editing, taking photos, doing 
interviews, doing layout, hitting deadlines 

Between the Gutters
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By Wes Fleming, BTS Editor

By Maria Vandergucht, BMWBMW President
New year — new perspective



photos on the page without hands stained 
various shades of purple and brown.
   For the techno-geeks among us, I’m 
using Adobe InDesign CS4 on a MacBook 
Pro 2.53GHz to do the layout work.

   I owe a debt of gratitude 
to Rick Przybylski for his 
help in getting me started 
as your new editor. I also 
owe thanks to Elsie Smith 
for her help with InDesign. I 
sincerely hope you enjoy the 
first BTS of 2012!

    Ride safe
          Ride well
               Ride often
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Between the Gutters, cont’d
and pushing people to do the same. As 
I write this column, I’ve done all but the 
last two of those things , but it’s only the 
first week of November, so we’ll see if I do 
them as well.
   I’ve discovered the layout 
portion is the most difficult, 
but at the same time, it’s 
been made easier in some 
aspects by the march of 
technology. The last time I 
had to lay out a double-page 
spread, I was printing photos 
in a darkroom and fixing them 
to the page — after running 
them through the half-tone 
machine, of course — with 
glue and manually trimming copy to flow 
around the photos on the page. I have to 
say I’m really pleased that I have software 
to do that for me now. I’m not sure I 
could handle being engulfed in darkroom 
chemical fumes these days! It’s nice to put 

If you have an idea for a column, rider/member 
profile, feature or any other item you think would 
be of interest to BMWBMW members, please let 
me know. You don’t have to be a great writer — or 
even a good one! No contribution is too small.
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A quest for ESA nirvana
                           ...or at least some noticeable improvement
By Kermit Jackson

   I currently own a 2011 BMW R1200GS. It 
has what BMW calls “Electronic Suspension 
Adjustment,” or ESA, which allows the rider 
to adjust the suspension from the cockpit 
via a push-button, menu-driven display. 
One no longer has to get at the shock with 
a screwdriver and a spanner wrench, or 
even turn that handy knob that most of our 
non-ESA-equipped BMWs have, to make 
adjustments for different riding conditions.
   That could very well be the end of the 
story, but like any system on our bikes that 
tries to adjust for one’s personal prefer-
ence, it is one made up of compromise. 
Much to the chagrin of suspension techno-
purists everywhere the system doesn’t 
have infinitely adjustable settings either 
for preload or damping and the spring is 
configured for the “typical” 170-180 pound 
rider. I have seen no official specification 

for the 170-180 pound rider, but that is 
the number thrown around any time the 
factory configuration is mentioned, so at 
the risk of perpetuating a myth this is the 
number I’m going to use.

EXPLAINING ESA
   The ESA system has three preload 
modes and three damping settings, with 
the GS model having two additional pre-
load and three damping settings for use 
while off road. The preload settings are 
Single Rider, Single Rider with Luggage and 
Two-Up with damping settings of Comfort, 
Normal and Sport. The GS model’s addi-
tional preload modes are Small Mountains 
and Large Mountains (for me these loosely 
translate to “kinda rough roads” and “re-
ally rough roads”), which actually raise and 
lower the bike for more ground clearance 
with Soft, Normal and Hard damping set-
tings.
   The system works great and appears to 
behave just as designed for this mythical 
170-180 lb. rider BMW is rumored to use 
as typical. The problem for me is that I’m 
a bit over the typical rider weight by about 
100 pounds before we even start talking 
about what’s in the panniers. This means 
though the system behaves as designed, it 
doesn’t work very well for me in its stock 
configuration. This then is where my quest 
for suspension nirvana, or at least some 
noticeable improvement, starts.

SHOCK 101
   To get us all on the same page I sup-
pose a little shock absorber 101 is in or-
der. Nothing too technical, just enough 
basics to have everyone up to speed as to 
why the weight difference was a problem 
that needed to be addressed. The typical 
shock has basically two components that 
affect how it behaves. A spring that does 

A BMW Bike’s Best Friend: 
Skilled Routine Inspection 

and Maintenance
If you need a tune-up, Khanh’s EUBMW 
Repair Shop will do the needed work and 
check out your bike’s whole system to 
spot problems before they happen.

For November and December, Khanh 
is offering a $25 discount 
on any service work over $300.

Khanh’s EUBMW Repair 
Shop is at your service in 
the Armature Building.

Khanh’s EUBMW 
Repair Shop
3025 Colvin Street 
(in the Armature Building) 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Phone: (571) 294-2386
Stop in or call for an appointment.
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the “support” work and a viscous fluid that 
imparts limits to how rapidly the spring 
expands and contracts. The spring handles 
the weight bearing duties and also provides 
cushion when we ride over road imperfec-
tions. At rest, with rider and gear, the type, 
coil diameter and length of the spring also 
determines “sag.”
   Sag is basically the measurement of the 
difference between how much the spring 
is compressed from non-laden bike to bike 
laden with rider and gear. When the shock 
is compressed or 
stretched by road 
imperfections the 
viscous fluid is 
forced through 
small orifices into 
various chambers 
in the shock body. 
These orifices are 
very small and 
slow down the 
movement of fluid 
between cham-
bers, which in turn 
limits how quickly 
the spring com-
presses (compres-
sion damping) or 
springs back to 
normal (rebound 
damping). In a 
nutshell, the com-
bined action of the 
spring and viscous 
fluid keeps the tire 
in contact with the 
road, keeps us from beating our kidneys 
out and keeps the spring from bouncing 
unrestrained with every bump in the road.
   The problem I had was that, with me 
being over the typical weight, I was ask-
ing the spring to support more weight than 
it was designed to and this resulted in the 
sag being incorrect for the factory ESA 
configuration. This in turn meant that the 
factory ESA settings as configured were not 
reflecting reality for me. My overladen con-
dition forced me to select higher settings 

to get the desired results. Under most 
circumstances I was forced to operate the 
ESA in the two-up mode with stiffer damp-
ing settings when I had just myself and my 
typical carrying-way-too-much-stuff load. 
Whether I was riding two-up with luggage 
or loaded heavily for camping, the factory 
suspension was barely adequate.
   I’m your average rider riding average 
rides and have no illusion that I’m pushing 
my bike to the edge of performance, on or 
off road. Thus I wasn’t looking to wring 

every ounce of performance out of my 
bike’s suspension and have no need to 
spend the time, effort or money to try to 
do so. I enjoy the factory ESA concept and 
could tell that even with my overladen is-
sue that the electronic portion of the sys-
tem would suffice for me. With all that in 
mind, I made the decision that replacing 
just the springs would probably be the 

ESA, continued next page

Here are the stock R1200GS shocks with the new Hyper-
pro springs ready to be installed. Note the greater thick-
ness of the rear spring compared to the front.
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most cost-effective way to get the suspen-
sion to work better for me. This allowed 
me to maintain the current ESA electronics, 
shock bodies and factory damping settings 
while replacing the spring to better accom-
modate my non-typical weight.

FINDING A SOLUTION
   At the time I was looking for a solution 
there were not many choices in aftermar-
ket replacement suspension systems. One 
provider was making a complete replace-
ment system with a few others offering to 
couple the existing BMW ESA adjustment 
portion with their “upgraded performance” 
shock body. In just the past few months 
there seems to be many more options and 
a quick search online will provide you with 
enough information about various choices 
to have you reading for days.
   During my search, I discovered that 
Hyperpro was the only manufacturer that 
was offering a replacement spring for the 
ESA system. Springs are typically rated 
by weight and when one orders them, the 
“rider + gear” weight is what is used to de-
termine which spring is correct. Hyperpro 
springs are different than the typical spring 
in the respect that they are a progressive 
wound spring and not weight-rated like a 
linear wound spring. According to Hyper-
pro, their progressive wound technology al-
lows one spring to work for all weights in a 
particular application. Hyperpro’s web site 
(http://www.hyperpro.com/) has a more 
in-depth explanation than this space allows 
for. I started the order process through Hy-
perpro’s site, which ultimately routed me 
through Annitori Distributing. I have since 
read that Annitori is no longer a distribu-
tor for Hyperpro, but have no knowledge 
either way. One of the hazards of the infor-
mation age is that sometimes information 
is quickly outdated, but either way, start-
ing at Hyperpro’s main site should get you 
headed down the correct path. The order-
ing process was straightforward and deliv-
ery was as promised with no glitches.

ESA, continued from previous page
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INSTALLATION
   I ordered a “spring kit” that contained 
both the front and rear springs desig-
nated for my bike. Upon the springs’ ar-
rival and closer inspection of the shocks, 
I discovered that none of the three spring 
compressors I have were going to be suf-
ficient for the job of replacing the springs. 
I contacted Eric Scott, a friend of mine and 
the club’s, and part owner of WB Motors in 
Fairfax, about the inability to change the 
springs myself and to see if he had any 
suggestions. He said he had a smaller car 
strut compressor that he thought would 
work, so we made arrangements for me to 
stop by. Not wanting to take advantage of 
Eric’s generous offer by costing him more 
time and cluttering up his shop with my 
ugly GS I removed the shocks myself and 
brought them to the shop. Eric is a great 
guy, very knowledgeable and has a very 
nice set-up at his shop, so changing the 
springs should have been no problem at 
all.
   Through no fault of Eric’s and despite his 
expert guidance I promptly broke off a hex 
bit in a stubborn set screw that retains the 
ESA preload adjustor for the rear shock. 
It’s only a 2mm screw and I didn’t allow 
time for the heat gun we used to loosen 
the thread lock enough time to properly do 
its job. The worst part was that despite our 
best efforts the broken bit didn’t want to 
come out of the screw! It’s a set screw that 
is basically flush with the part it secures, 
so there’s nothing protruding on which to 
get a purchase with pliers.
   After much wailing and gnashing of teeth 
from unsuccessfully trying to remove the 
stuck bit, we decided to let it and us cool 
off a while and move on to the front shock. 
After learning my lesson on the rear shock 
and switching from the heat gun to a mi-
cro torch to get the required temperature 
to persuade the thread locker to let go, 
we got the front shock’s two set screws 
loosened without incident. The spring com-
pressor Eric suspected might work did so 
perfectly and the front shock had its new 
spring in short order.

   Now back to that rear shock with the 
broken hex bit stuck in the tiny screw. I 
found it weird that the broken bit would 
mockingly move all around within the 
screw head, but would not dislodge. Up to 
this point we worked on the premise that 
the screw would need to be reused. We 
were dead in the water with the job half 
complete unless we could loosen the screw, 
so we decided that more severe measures 
were needed: we would sacrifice the screw.
   We decided to drill it out, effectively ruin-
ing the screw and, if not extremely careful, 
the threaded hole as well. I continued to 
poke and prod the broken tip of the bit to 
see if I could get it out while Eric rounded 
up a replacement screw and the appropri-
ate implements of destruction. Giving it 
one last try before resorting to the drill, 
I was able to get a pair of micro pliers 
to take hold and pull out the broken bit. 
Though a bit worn from the effort, we were 
fortunately able to loosen and save the 
screw and the rest of the spring change 
went as uneventful as the first. I cannot 
thank Eric enough for his help.

A SUCCESSFUL QUEST
   The effects of the new springs were dra-
matic and immediately noticeable. All as-
pects of the handling and ride were much 
improved and with the additional support 
of the new springs the ESA settings can 
now be selected based on real riding condi-
tions.
   Not long after making this upgrade to 
my bike, my wife and I took a trip down to 
Natural Bridge a few weeks after the spring 
install. She-who-rarely-rides-with-me com-
mented that the “bike felt better.” The 
point is that a low-time pillion rider could 
tell that there was something different/bet-
ter with the ride. In the 15,000 miles since 
I put the new springs on, this has proven 
to be the case with improved load handling 
capabilities, more predictable performance 
in curves and the elimination of most road 
imperfections being transmitted to the 
saddle.



General membership meeting & tech day at Battley’s
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Tech days are some of the most well-attended 
events the club holds. There’s always a variety of 
maintenance being done, from simple oil changes 
or brake line bleeds to more complicated trouble-
shooting of electrical problems or fuse box installa-
tions. No matter your skill level, there’s something 
somebody can help you learn how to do to get your 
hands dirty and keep your bike on the road. Cheree 
Craze is the new Tech Chair for 2012, contact her at 
tech@bmwbmw.org to volunteer to host a tech day.

It’s not a brake job unless somebody’s using a hammer. 
Tim Mudrick works on his R1150GS.

Fifty-one people attended the December meeting held at Battley Cycle on Sunday, 11 
December 2011. Twenty stayed after to work on their bikes. Battley hosts the annual 
event — thanks to Devin Battley, Drew Alexander and Paul Mihalka for the hospitality.



Photo contest for February:
COPING WITH WINTER WEATHER
   Submit your photos featuring you in 
your winter gear or foul weather bike 
modifications to editor@bmwbmw.org no 
later than 15 January 2012 for inclu-
sion in a BTS photo spread like this one. 
Please include your name and any details 
about the photo you think are important, 
like the make & model of your bike, the 
brand of gear, and the names of anybody 
in the photo. Then join us at the Febru-
ary meeting to receive your prize!
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Pam Fisher may not have 
brought a bike to work 

on, but that doesn’t mean 
she’s sitting around idle.

Who knew? 
Apparently K 

bikes get cold 
in the winter!

Seeing an RTP 
in the shop 

isn’t as bad as 
seeing one in 
the rearview 

mirror.

Kermit Jackson and Chaz 
Fisher fiddle with an R12GS.

With a sticker like that, you 
know it has to be an R12GSA.
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High milers

300,000 miles

Elsie Smith joined
BMWBMW in 1990 and 
she has been a very

active member, serving as club vice presi-
dent, secretary, treasurer, rally co-chair 
and BTS editor at various times.
   BMWBMW inducted Elsie into its Hall of 
Fame in 1996 and she continues to help 
with meetings, Between the Spokes and 
planning the annual holiday party.
   

Elsie is pictured here with her first BMW, 
a 1971 R75/5 she purchased in 1990; she 
switched to BMW from Yamaha.
   It’s taken Elsie 21 years to acquire her 
300,000 BMW miles; in addition to the /5, 
she racked up her miles on a 1985 R100RT, 
a 1993 R1150RT and her current bike, a 
2006 F650GS which she’s ridden as far as 
Nova Scotia and Mexico.
  Elsie credits regular maintenance on her 
bikes from her friends RJ and Ron as well 
as Anton Largiader, Bob’s BMW, Morton’s 
BMW and Speed’s Cycle for keeping her on 
the road long enough to achieve this mile-
stone.
   Elsie’s life of riding will be the feature 
article in the March 2012 issue of Be-
tween the Spokes.

100,000 miles

Bruce Watkins joined 
BMWBMW in 2006 fol-
lowing the purchase of 
his first BMW, a 2006 F650GS, in February 
of that year. He’s been active in the club, 
hosting a tech day and attending dozens of 
meetings, tech days and events.

   

The F650GS is Bruce’s main bike; he’s 
pictured here on it at the 2009 MOA Rally.
He’s also hit a bear and a chicken with this 
bike, proving once and for all that a GS can 
take any punishment thrown at it in the 
wild.
   Despite his proclivity for off-road riding, 
Bruce picked up his second BMW, a 2004 
R1150R Rockster Edition 80, in April 2010. 
Bruce hit 100,000 miles on 5 June 2011 
and likes riding in North Carolina.



There are a multitude of reasons not to 
ride in the rain, but when you simply have 
no other choice, there is also a wide variety 
of gear to keep you dry. Many of us choose 
waterproof riding boots such as those 
made by BMW, Sidi, Tourmaster and more. 
The pros beyond waterproofness of boots 
like those are numerous, but unless you’re 
going to be on the bike all day, so are the 
cons.

While they have come a long way in re-
cent years, purpose-built motorcycle boots 
are not always comfortable to wear while 
walking or on the job. Unfortunately, many 
of us do not have the patience or facilities 
to change boots once we get to work. This 
is where overboots can save the day.

My feet are fairly large and I wear size 14 
boots. It’s difficult to find good motorcycle 
boots in size 14, so I’ve taken to wearing 
“cop boots,” tactical style boots used by 
many first responders and other author-
ity figures. They are generally comfortable 
for all-day wear and walking around, but 
even when the manufacturer touts them as 
waterproof, they are usually not up to the 
task of riding to work in a thunderstorm.

Neos is an outdoor company that makes 
overboots that fit over your regular foot-
wear. From the 10” high, lightweight Vil-
lager model to the thigh-high River Trek-
ker, which includes what looks like a loop 
to hook it over your belt – Neos makes an 
overshoe that is likely to help you stay dry. 
They even make several styles that have 
spikes built into the soles for serious hiking 
on ice- and snow-covered surfaces.

For riding a motorcycle in wet weather, 
it’s hard to beat the Adventurer model. 
Available in sizes XS (men’s 3.5-5) to XXL 
(men’s 13.5-15), this style covers well the 
range of boots most of us wear. The Ad-
venturer reaches the upper mid-calf and 
offers enough height to get above the low-
er-leg zipper of most rain pants I’ve used, 
which means no leakage onto the bottom 
of your pants. Though the Adventurers 

Conquering weather: NEOS Adverturer overshoes
list for just over 
$100, they’re 
easily found on-
line for $70-80.

The Adven-
turers are easy 
enough to get on 
though the pro-
cess does require 
some patience; 
they sport a 
wide top opening 
and a strap that 
snugs everything 
up across the 
arch. The hook-
and-loop that 
goes from top 
nearly to toe is 
sturdy stuff, but 
even if you don’t 
get it closed se-
curely, the inner 
gusset will keep 
your foot dry. So 
far the nylon top 
has held up well 
to the use of the 
shifters on my 
bikes and I don’t 
see why it won’t 
continue to do 
so.

Neos recommends upsizing by one size 
for use over thick-soled or heavy boots.

By Wes Fleming

The sole of the Adventurer over-
shoe has a rugged, lugged sole.

www.overshoe.com
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Total Membership Counts - Nov. 2011
 Members - 372
 Associates - 54
 Total - 426

Membership Renewal Counts
 Members - 30
 Associates - 2
 Total - 32

New Membership Counts
 Members - 6
 Associates - 1
 Total - 7

Please welcome our newest members: 
George & Eileen Mulley (Gainesville, VA), 
Thomas Dougherty (Palmetto, FL), Gary 
Howard (Bel Air, MD), Edward Stiley (Great 
Falls, VA), Brian Kelly (Berryville, VA),
and John Sawislak (Alexandria, VA)

Breakfast Rides Treasurer’s report
Provided by Ron Plichta, Outgoing Treasurer

Breakfast rides are informal gatherings of members 
who meet for breakfast and often a ride afterwards. 
Not all members participate in the after-meal rides 
and some like to show up solely for the ride. Inter-
ested? Arrive early, introduce yourself and be ready 
to have fun. Look for the tables with helmets and 
jackets piled on or near them and don’t be shy.

If you’d like more information, or to volunteer to 
lead a ride one weekend, contact Ed Phelps, the 
Rides Committee Chair (rides@bmwbmw.org). You 
can also find out more by perusing the “Rides to 
Eat” section of the BMWBMW online forums, found 
at www.bmwbmw.org/forums.

1st Sunday of the Month @ 8 a.m.
BALTIMORE BREAKFAST RIDE

GOLDEN CORRAL, 7908 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore 
MD 21236. To have a reminder e-mail sent to you 
the week before the breakfast, send your e-mail
address to Jim Pellenbarg - jpellenbarg@juno.com.

3rd Sunday of the Month @ 10 a.m.
MARYLAND BREAKFAST RIDE

THE COZY RESTAURANT, 103 Frederick Road, 
Thurmont MD 21788. Take I-270 N to Frederick, MD 
and continue north on US 15. Take the 1st Thur-
mont exit. Turn RIGHT at the 1st stop sign, then 
LEFT at the 1st traffic light. The Cozy is a 1/4-mile 
up on your left.

4th Sunday of the Month @ 9 a.m.
VIRGINIA BREAKFAST RIDE

CHUCKWAGON, 12846-A Fitzwater Drive, Nokes-
ville VA 20181. Easily reached via I-66, US 29 and 
VA 28. Riders gather in the back room.
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Membership report
Provided by Paul Brown, Outgoing Membership Chair

Income/Expense Statement for the 30-
day period ending 30 Nov 2011

Income
 Memberships   415.00
 Holiday party registration   75.00

 Total income   490.00

Expenses
 Printing    436.88
 Postage      42.08
 Meeting expenses     50.00
 PayPal fees        9.66

 Total expenses   568.62

Net income (loss)   (78.62)



charging, even if you only ride on the weekends.
   If your bike will be stored for extended periods 
of time investing in a quality trickle (float) charger 
is a good idea. Prior to storage charge the battery 
fully. When the charger indicates full charge, unplug 
it. Using a voltmeter, check the battery’s standing 
voltage; it should be between 12.7 and 12.84 volts 
(refer to your battery’s owner’s manual for the 
exact value).

   If you will be leaving the bike unattended, 
disconnect the negative lead (K1200LT and CAN 
Bus bikes should leave the negative attached) and 
reattach the trickle charger.  If you will have access 
to the bike during the storage period, disconnecting 
the negative lead is not necessary. The charger can 
be left disconnected as well.
   Check the voltage on a regular basis and reattach 
the charger as needed, keeping the minimum 
standing voltage in mind. Unplugging the charger 
will have no dire effects on the battery.
   The benefits to having a more active role in your 
battery’s charging include learning the rate at which 
your battery actually discharges, longer service 
life from your charger, less electricity used, and 
discouraging rodents from making a nest under 
your seat. 
   What is connected to your battery and how it is 
connected also affects your battery life. The largest 
gauge wire should be closest to the battery. Using 
terminals that are close to your battery’s bolt size is 
also important. All terminals should make good and 
full contact. If the terminals are oversized, they will 
not sit correctly and may cause the bolt to loosen. 
Lack of contact or loose connections will reduce 
the flow of power to and from your battery.

Tech tips from George MangicaroThe care and feeding of batteries
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George owns Beemers Uber Alles, an independent BMW shop in Manassas, VA.

   Let’s start by laying a few battery myths to rest.

Myth: Placing a battery on a concrete floor will 
cause it to discharge.
   Reality: This might have been true when the 
cases were made with Bakelite or other even more 
porous materials, but not modern batteries.

Myth: Batteries must be removed for storage 
and charging.
   Reality: Again, this dates back to a time 
when the cases were inferior and prone to 
failure.

Myth: You should store a battery inside 
during the winter.
   Reality: A properly charged lead-acid 
battery will not freeze until -95ºF. Gel 
and glass mat batteries are almost as 
freeze resistant; an Odyssey won’t freeze 
until -40ºF. Unless you live in a very cold 
climate, your battery can stay in the bike in 
an unheated area.

Myth: I must keep my battery on a charger 
when I am not 
riding.
   Reality: If this 
is true, you have 
other problems. A 
battery should be 
able to start your 
bike after sitting 
for several weeks. 

   Proper maint-
enance is key to 
a long service life 
for motorcycle 
batteries, but 
your bike does 
not need to be 
on an electrical 
leash when it’s 
not on the road. 
Most modern 
bikes are equipped 
with a battery 
of appropriate 
size and capacity 
to start without 
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Introducing the new Board of Directors
The new BMWBMW Board of Directors became official at the December 2011 club meeting and consists of 

Ron Plichta, Wes Fleming, Maria Vandergucht, Henry Winokur, Karen Ager and Scott Keimig

CelebrateSOUPER BowlSaturday at Battley CyclesFebruary 4

Receive a Gift Card* 
equal to

15% 
of your Total Service Bill

Valid until 2/28/11. Free pick-up & delivery 
within a 25-mile radius of Battley’s for 

service work over $500. 
*Certain restrictions apply; call for details.

A Cornerstone of the Motorcycling Community since 1986

7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg (301) 948-4581
Tue – Fri 10 am –7 pm | Sat 9 am – 5 pm

Battley Cycles brings out the Best of Show
Be one of the first to see the newly redesigned BMW S1000RR,

Ducati Panigale and Motus MST.

© 2012 Battley Cycles, BTS01/12.

Join our email club at www.battley.com for the latest news and events!

Winter service and storage specials!**
Ask about our winter maintenance packages.

**certain restrictions apply. Call for Service Dept. for details, 301-948-4581, option 4.

BMW S1000RR

 January 13–15, 2012

D.C. Convention Center

SAVE ON TICKETS 

to the D.C. IMS Show

$4 Off
Purchase tickets online! Enter BATTLEY

in the Promo Code box for discount.
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tracks on a regular basis. He suffered a 
brief flirtation with a Harley-Davidson 
XR1200R, but he’s feeling much better 
now.

Henry Winokur (Treasurer) is a proud 
Washington, DC native and is serving 
on the Board for the first time. He rides 
a 2007 R1200RT after doing time on an 
R1100RT-P and is also a certified MSF in-
structor.

Karen Ager (Membership) is also a first-
time Board member; she encourages
lurkers to “take a step forward and join 
us.” She’s a recent convert to the riding 
life and rode a Yamaha Virago 535 and an 
F800ST before finding her perfect BMW, a 
2009 F650GS.

Wes Fleming (BTS Editor) is the third 
and final first-timer on the Board. His first 
BMW was an R1100GS and he now rides 
an R1200GS that was originally owned by 
Scott Keimig. His backup/summer trip ride 
is a K1200RS with a Hannigan Classic side-
car attached.
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The new Board of Directors is a 
blend of experienced and new officers, but 
all have been active club members for sev-
eral years — and some more than that.

Maria Vandergucht (President) served 
the club as Vice President and Rally Chair 
from 2008-11 and after going through an 
F650CS and an R1150R, she now rides an 
F650GS twin. By way of encouraging mem-
bers to contribute to the club, Maria says, 
“I find that I enjoy and value something 
more when I put some skin in the game.”

Scott Keimig (Vice President) was most 
recently BMWBMW’s Secretary. He is a cer-
tified MSF instructor and a Lee Parks Total 
Control Advanced Riding Clinic instructor. 
Though he came to BMW on a K75S bought 
from Paul “A Million Miles” Mihalka, he now 
rides an F800R.

Ron Plichta (Secretary) served as Trea-
surer for the last two years and is look-
ing forward to exercising his typing skills. 
Though he’s currently without a BMW, his 
last two were a K1200S and a K1300S, 
both of which he flogged around local More in-depth bios of the board members are 

available on the club’s site, www.bmwbmw.org.
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Save the date!
BMWBMW Holiday Party
14 January 2012 - see facing page

BoD & General Membership meetings:
Sun 12 FEB:  Silver Spring Mining Co.
 11100 York Road, Cockeysville MD
 BoD @ 1030, GMM @ 1100

Sat 10 MAR:  Morton’s BMW
 5099A Jefferson Davis Highway
 Fredericksburg VA
 BoD @ 1000, GMM @ 1100

BOB’S BMW WAREHOUSE SALE. It’s BIG.
The

Motorcycling

Experienc
e

ULTIMATE
.thSaturday, January 28   9 AM to 4 PM.

 

.ONE DAY ONLY  
 

But the SAVINGS are even BIGGER

Details at bobsbmw.com/warehouse  • 10720 Guilford Rd • Jessup, MD 20794 • 301-497-8949 • 800-269-2627

on APPAREL, ACCESSORIES, Parts, Project BIKES & MORE! 

Local Events

Int. Motorcycle Show - Wash. DC
13-15 January 2012 - DC Convention Ctr
www.motorcycleshows.com/washingtondc

Morton’s Spring Fling Rally
18-20 May 2012 - Natural Bridge, VA
www.mortonsbmw.com

National Events

40th Int’l BMW RA Grand National
14-17 June 2012 - Copper Mountain, CO
www.bmwra.org
www.coppercolorado.com

40th Int’l BMW MOA Rally
19-22 July 2012 - Sedalia, MO
www.bmwmoa.org
ci.sedalia.mo.us
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2012 BMWBMW Holiday Party - Saturday, Jan. 14
Golden Bull Restaurant, 7 Dalamar Street, Gaithersburg, MD 20877, 301-948-3666

Join us at this annual event - we’ll have a cash bar at 6 pm; dinner will start at 7 pm. 
Entree choices are Carved Roast Sirloin of Beef, Chicken Marsala and Spinach Lasagna. 
Meet the new board members, find out who won the 2011 mileage contest winners and 
the AWSHIDT. Elsie Smith will do a brief presentation on her Road to Réal Expedition 
aboard an F650GS single. Plus - of course - door prizes!

This event requires pre-registration - no registrations will be accepted at the 
door. Registration deadline is Monday, January 9, 2012!

If you prefer to use PayPal, send to treasurer@bmwbmw.org with 2012 Holiday Party
in the subject line. Remember to indicate how many people you’re paying for. However,
PLEASE also submit a registration form and indicate your PayPal transaction number
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2012 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM

Cost is $25 per person.

Please print clearly the name (first & last) to appear on the name badge.

Name 1:_______________________________________________________________

Name 2:_______________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: __________________________ City: ____________ State: ___ Zip: _______

Tear off this page and send it along with your check, payable to BMWBMW, to:
 Elsie Smith, 350 W. Market St., Ste. A, York, PA 17401-1010
For more information, call Elsie at 717-650-1209 or email elsie.m.smith@comcast.net

 I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Wash-
ington, Golden Bull Restaurant, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from 
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2012 Holiday Party, or for any 
cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver extends 
to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. There are no refunds for registration 
fees for any reason.

Signature Name 1________________________________________________________

Signature Name 2________________________________________________________

This is your last chance to register!
THIS FORM MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 9, 2012!
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Between the Spokes
c/o Karen Ager, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Membership application/renewal form

Sign up or renew online with PayPal at www.bmwbmw.org

Please circle appropriate selections

NEW MEMBER                                 RENEWAL                     CHANGE OF ADDRESS

NAME 
Associate

STREET

CITY, STATE, ZIP

OCCUPATION

PHONE

E-MAIL 

AGE GROUP
 16-25   46-55
 26-35   56-65
 36-45   65+

I’m interested in helping out
with the following committees:
   Gov’t Affairs  Rally
   Internet   Rides
   Meetings & Events  Safety
   Membership   Sales
   Newsletter/BTS  Tech

BMW MOA #

BMW RA #

AMA #

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member     $20/year

Associate Member     $7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2 or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the 
same address as the regular member. Associate members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do not receive a separate copy of the newslet-
ter.

 Make check payable to “BMWBMW” and send it with this form to:
Karen Ager, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 44735, Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735
Membership dues are not refundable.

Motorcycles
(year, make, model)

Referred to BMWBMW by


