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By Tina Fraembs 
 
Up and Down… 
 
I’m not sure what’s wrong, but there seems to be a 

lot of motorcycle news right now, much of it bad.  
First, our own, Thomas Seay went down, while racing 
at VIR in September.  He fractured his pelvis and arm 
and sustained other injuries.  Luckily, he’s doing great 
and seems to be rebounding pretty fast. Good to hear 
Thomas!  Then at Daytona, another good friend, Steve 
Kennedy, (who races on an F800ST and sometimes 
the Mortons BMW R1200S), also crashed hard.  He 
broke his right hip and left femur, but is also on the 
rebound and healing fast! 

 
Most recently, we’ve heard about Erik Buell shut-

ting down production of Buell Motorcycles.  He re-
leased a very touching video on youtube and ex-
plained that the economy has hit too hard and they 
had to stop production.  It’s very sad to see an incredi-
ble innovator and business legend’s dream come to an 
end. 

 
It’s hard to keep your chin up with all this bad 

news up during these difficult economic times; hope-
fully, all of you are doing well.  Keeping your families 
healthy, fed, and happy can be challenging, and I pray 
that we all get through this and the economy turns 
around soon without any major hardships to anyone. 

 
On a positive note, the holidays are coming.  A 

time for family and friends to get together and give 
thanks for the good things in life.  I hope everyone 
has a wonderful Thanksgiving!  

 
Ride safely, 
Tina Fraembs, President 
 

  
 
 
 

By Rick Przybylski 
 
Fall is here and another Oktoberfest has come and 

gone. Even though attendance was down slightly, Ed 
and Barb put on a great feast and a good time was had 
by all. The weather was great for most of the week-
end.  

We have the Holiday party to look forward to now. 
Page 8 has info and a sigh up sheet so don’t forget! 
Election results she be coming out soon as well as in 
next month’s BTS. I hope everyone got lots of good-
ies this Halloween. 
 

Ride Safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
Editor@bmwbmw.org 
 

RAP & RIDE TWO BITTS 

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Don’t forget to check us out on the 

web. We will be posting lots of info so stop by 
and see what’s going on! 

www.bmwbmw.org
www.bmwbmw.org/forums
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Coming Next Month In The BTS... 
Don’t miss the December issue of the BTS. Next 

month will have the results of the club elections. Meet 
your new Board of Directors for 2010. Also, there will 
be a special article about our own Nancy Oswald 
about here great performance in the 2009 Iron Butt 
Rally which includes an in-depth interview with 
Nancy. 

 
Remember, you can get the BTS mailed to you or 

you can download it from the club website at 
www.bmwbmw.org. 

 
We also have an archive of previous months on the 

club website that goes back for several years. 
 

Ever since I found out about 
the Iron Butt Association and their 
different rides I have been think-
ing about doing several of these 
rides.  When I read about Nancy 
Oswald’s 100CCC Ride in the 
BMWBMW’s Monthly Newslet-
ter, Between The Spokes, May 
2008, I could not get it out of my 
head to do a 50CC, I couldn’t go 
to California without visiting fam-
ily and friends so the 100CCC was 
out.  When I first started planning 
my 50CC I wanted to incorporate 
East and West Coast Marine Corps 
Bases.  I retired from the Marines 
in 1995 and thought this would be 
a good way to do a Coast to Coast 
Ride and include my Marine back-
ground. 

 
For my second career, I work a 

Fire Department in Northern Virginia 
and we have to get our leave sched-
uled during January for the coming 
year.  I was able to get my leave time 
approved for the second week in Sep-
tember not even thinking about this 
being Labor Day Weekend.  Because 
of my work schedule I am actually 
off from Sept 2nd through Sept 14th.  I 
was thinking that it wouldn’t be to 
hot and it would be before most of 
the bad weather started. 

 
As my planning progressed I real-

ized how close I would be to also 
completing a Saddlesore 3000 but I 
wouldn’t be eligible since I hadn’t 
completed any other IBA rides. I saw 
an announcement for the RedWing 19 
ride and thought that would be a great 
ride to do and still keep my first IBA 
to have a Military Theme to it. It was 

not to be as I couldn’t get the days 
off that I needed from the Fire Dept. 
Still, a warm up ride before the 50CC 
would be beneficial.  My wife was in 
California to help her parents so at 
the end of May I decided that on July 
2nd I would follow most of the route 
that was used for the RedWing 19 
Ride and I completed my first IBA 
Saddlesore 1000.  This was the day 
that the out bound tunnel at Hampton 
Roads was flooded and what should 
have taken about 30 minutes ended 
up taking more than 90 minutes to 
complete.  I also attended the SRR 
which helped me to test and select 
some appropriate camping gear to 
carry on my bike, the rain also helped 
me to make some much needed ad-
justments to the rain gear (new) that I 
carry. 

Continued on page 7... 

My First Ride Across The County On My Motorcycle By David Gilmore 
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Hi, I’m Home (An email). By George Kessinger 

Continued from last month... 
 
The 2,500 miles from coast to 

coast within 50 hours strongly 
suggested a BBG be part of the 
ride. 

  
And, the IBA sanctioned Na-

tional Parks Tour (http://
www.ironbutt.com/ridecerts/
getdocument.cfm?DocID=11) Sil-
ver level award requires stamps 
from National Park Sites in the 
corner states.  The basic award is 
for visiting 50 different National 
Park Sites in at least 25 different 
states within one year of the first 
stamp, so the route was planned to 
accomplish this. 

  
Since the ride was planned for 

John Cannon and me to ride to-
gether and John desired to limit 
the amount of vacation required 

for the ride we planned to leave one the 
ride on July 31st and to be home on Au-
gust 22nd.  When the ride was planned 
out on Mapsource for our Garmin 
GPSs, it all worked out fine. 

  
The 50CC requires fire or police 

witnesses for the beginning and end of 
the ride.  In both occasions, Cape Ca-
naveral and Ocean Beach , the indi-
viduals at fire stations were familiar 
with the rides and were happy to sign 
the witness document.  Nice. 

  
Oh, and our local BMW motorcycle 

club is having an “altitude” contest in 
which one strives to have the most ac-
cumulated altitude during the year as 
documented by pictures of the bike, an 
identifying number from the club and a 
sign with the altitude indicated.  My 
signs range from 282 below sea level in 
Death Valley to 9,666 at the Powder 
River pass in Wyoming .  I think I 

might win this contest.  But we will 
see, the OTHER members of the 
club are pretty crazy. : ) 

  
Unfortunately John was not able 

to continue the ride after the first 
leg to first corner in Madawaska , 
ME , his neck and back were hurt-
ing too much.  He made a wise 
choice, for the ride was quite de-
manding physically.  Mentally I 
guess it helps to not have too much 
going on mentally to begin with, 
such as myself, so that part worked 
out OK. 

  
Pending approval by all of the 

various committees to review my 
documentation, I completed all of 
the rides as planned, except I 
stayed two nights in Vancouver , 
WA with Tracy and Chris (daughter  

 
Continued on page 6… 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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Hi, I’m Home (An email). By George Kessinger 
and son-in-law), so finished the 
ride on August 23rd.  Staying with 
Tracy and Chris was Shouli’s idea 
and was quite correct.  It was great 
to have some time with them and 
to see their new house that is just 
being built and was almost com-
plete.  And I missed the weather 
front that was moving across the 
country at that time. 

  
So, 12,993 miles, documented 

visits to the 4 corners, a docu-
mented BBG, from Cape Canav-
eral, FL to somewhere in west 
Texas, the 50CC from Cape Ca-
naveral, FL to Ocean Beach, CA, 
a beach community in San Diego, 
52 stamps from 32 different parks 
in 24 different states. (I already 
had 2 states.  Several of the parks 
have multiple stamps, so I now 
have 54 stamps but feel the spirit 
of the Tour is to visit 50 different 
parks, a pretty easy task to visit 18 
more parks here in the mid Atlan-
tic states.) 

  
A few problems occurred on 

the ride and I feel very fortunate 
that this is all that happened.  The 
worst was dropping the bike in the 
parking lot at Yellowstone. I put 
my foot down on sand and gravel 
that looked just like asphalt and it 
slipped.  My highway peg was ex-
tended and thus broken.  The peg 
being extended caused the bike to 
tilt back and land 
on the saddle bag 
resulting in 
scratches on 
it.  One low beam 
light burned 
out.  I was able to 
get a new one in 
Sturgis, WY, but 
have been unable 
to get it installed 

The October Tech Day was held 
on October 24th at Wes Fleming’s 
house in Virginia. Wes, also known 
as Chiba on the forum was a great 
host and even though it rained a 
little, lots of work was completed 
with lots of help from the usual 
suspects. Thanks to Wes for hosting 
and food, to John for the pork and 
JVB for the tech knowledge and 
assistance as usual. Below are 
some pics courtesy of Jim Bade 
(JVB). 

due to the small space available for the 
work, so this will be done here at 
home.  I lost one pair of gloves, two 
neck bandanas, and broke one pair of 
sunglasses, the ones with the reading 
lenses that are the most handy things 
when not broken.  They were glued 
several times and are still in parts.  The 
connector wire for the headset quit 
working for the right earphone, the ear-
phone for the radar detector, and half of 
the sound for the MP3 player music, 
which spoiled the listening to music, 
one ear listening is not very enjoy-
able.  The bike ran great, scheduled 
maintenance in San Diego was a big 
help on this I am sure.  I tend to ride 5-
9 miles over the posted speed limit or 
with the traffic which worked out 
fine.  I use the radar detector more for 
sudden decreases in the speed limit in 
small towns designed, I think, for in-
creasing the town’s revenue from 
speeding tickets.  But again, I am usu-
ally very close to the posted speed 
limit, although on the high side. 

  
So I am home.  I slept 12 hours last 

night.  The schedule was pretty rigor-
ous for me. 

  
Thanks for the hospitality of the Ken 

and Lena Kessinger, Hugh Kessinger, 
Mike and Marti Rowan, Tracy and 
Chris Kohler and George and Lee 
Hamilton, where I spent one or more 
nights on the ride.  

 

October Tech Day 

Uggg… 
Dirty air 
filter! 

mailto:info@speedscycle.com
www.speedscycle.com
mailto:anton@largiader.com
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I spent many hours planning 
several different routes, primarily 
low I20 & I10 across Texas or 
high I40.  I was planning routes 
for the Saddlesore 3000, the 
50CC, vacation in California and 
my return trip back to Virginia.  I 
settled on the high route thinking 
that it would be a little cooler.  I 
then started planning fuel stops 
based on 200 miles between gas 
stations this would give me about 
a 1 ½ gallon buffer before I would 
run out of fuel plus I would need 
to stretch my legs by then.  During 
the vacation time and the return 
trip I was hoping to collect some 
elevation sign pictures for the 
BMWBMW Peak to Peak Tour.  I 
wanted to collect enough elevation 
signs to reach over 100,000 feet to 
reach Mountain Climber Status. 

 
Sept 2nd arrived, I loaded up 

my BMW R1100RS and got my 
neighbor to sign my first witness 
form.  I get up on the morning of 
the 3rd, complete last minute prep 
and I am off. I get my official Sad-
dlesore 3000 start time of 0619 at 
the Locust Grove, VA Exxon and I 
am headed to Camp Lejeune for 
the 50CC start point.  I arrive at 
Onslow Beach and enjoy a quick 
break, lunch and some juice, I 

then get my sample of Atlantic 
Coast Beach and two witnesses to 

sign my forms for the start of the 
50CC ride.  I hit some traffic in Au-
gusta GA but its not too bad, some 
more late night traffic in Atlanta but I 
am still happy to be on my adventure.  
I roll through Birmingham, Alabama, 
this is really the route decision point, 
either I go north as planned or 
change and go south, I keep to my 
northern route plan.  I angle across 
Mississippi headed to Memphis 
where I plan to pick up I40 for the 
majority of the rest of the trip across 
the US until I get to Barstow, CA. 

 
Around Little Rock I hit my men-

tal wall, I am thinking to myself what 
am I doing, my arms hurt, I can’t 
stretch my legs, I bit off more than I 
can handle.  I am actually thinking of 
quitting and going back home but 
several things keep me going, I know 
that the Iron Butt Rally is going on 
and they are doing this for eleven 
days, and family and friends are ex-
pecting me to stop and visit, the Ma-
rine in me just won’t quit, I keep go-
ing.  I had gotten a couple of hours of 
sleep close to the Arkansas/
Oklahoma line and I am back to en-
joying the ride and feeling pretty 
good about the trip. 

 
In Oklahoma I watch a trac-

tor-trailer flip over on its side 
in front of me, two 
thoughts quickly pop in 
my mind, first, this is go-
ing to blow my time, and 
second, since I am a Para-
medic I get to go to work 
now doing what I do best.  
The driver is fine but 
won’t get out of the cab of 
his truck until he finds his cell 
phone, I realize I’m not needed 
and continue on my way.  I am 

tired and sore, thank gawd for Throt-
tle Master, but I should have bought 

those Elf Pegs also. 
 
After I get through Albuquerque I 

am starting to get a little concerned 
about my time, I don’t really under-
stand why it would be a problem, I 
am rolling pretty good, managing my 
stop times but I am getting concerned 
that I may not make the time limit for 
the 50CC, the GPS says I am going 
to be really close.  I get to Flagstaff 
at midnight and top off the gas tank a 
little early, the next section of road-
way is kind of sparse on gas stations.  
The GPS is really saying I am cutting 
my time close now, I had always told 
my wife before I left that I just 
wanted to be able to complete the 
ride safely between the two Marine 
Bases and if I could do it in less than 
50 hours, so much the better.  The 
reality is I am really getting upset 
with myself because I don’t think I 
am going to make the time limit for 
the 50CC.  In between Flagstaff and 
Needles I get a very impressive light-
ening show for about 75 miles with 
just a hint of rain.  As I get closer to 
Needles the lightening stops and I 
can see I missed a good rain storm, 
lucky for me. 

 
I come to the realization that I am 

going to be late, I have no buffer for 
error and I know I am going to hit  

Continued on page 9... 

My First Ride Across The County On My Motorcycle By David Gilmore 
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The 2009 Holiday Party! 
PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR…or REGISTER NOW! 

 
 You’ve just enjoyed another relaxing and fun-filled 
time at Oktoberfest, but now it’s time to think about 
putting on those fancy party clothes that have been 
hiding in the back of your closet. Over the summer 
riding season, you’ve been cleaning and shining the 
bike, now it’s time to get yourself together and shine at 
the annual Holiday Party. It’s never too early to start 
planning a party—especially a party like our club 
throws!  
 This year’s event will take place January 9, 2010 at 
the Washington-Rockville Elks Lodge No. 15 at 5 Taft 
Court, in Rockville, MD 20850 (301-424-2202). 
 The party kicks off with a cash bar at 6 pm, so 
come early and mingle with friends, make new ones 
and share tales of your past summer’s adventures and 
your plans for a dream ride in 2010. Dinner will be 

served about 7 pm. The Elks will dish out a tasty  
buffet, including two vegetables, potato, dinner rolls, 
coffee and iced tea. We’ll have a special sheet cake 
made for the occasion, so save room for that! 
 After dessert, meet the new board members and 
find out who rode where in 2009 during the mileage 
contest awards presentation. Plus, this is your chance 
to applaud the winners of the Trans America Great 
States Tour and the Peak to Peak 50-100K Tours. And, 
maybe you’ll get a “lucky” start in 2010 by possibly 
winning a door prize! 
 This is a pre-registration event ONLY. We must 
give a meal count to Lodge 15 days before the event. 
Cut-off to send in your registration form and 
payment is December 18, 2009! 

 
Coordinates: N39 05.758 W77 07.858 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 
 

2010 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM 
January 9, 2010 * Washington-Rockville Elks Lodge No. 15 * 5 Taft Court, Rockville, MD 20850, 301-424-2202 

Cocktails (cash bar) at 6pm * Dinner at 7pm 
Cost: $20 per person. Registration deadline is December 18, 2009! 

 
Please print clearly the name (first, last) to appear on the name badge. 

 
 

Name 1: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name 2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________ City: _____________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________ 
 
 

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to: 
Elsie Smith, Treasurer, P.O. Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077 

For more information, call Elsie at 301-774-3622 or email treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
Pre-registration must be RECEIVED no later than December 18, 2009! 

 
 I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, Washington-Rockville Elks Lodge No. 15, caterers and entertainers, for 

any liability resulting from damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2010 Holiday Party, or for any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have 
against them. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. There are no refunds for registration fees for any reason. 
 
Signature Name 1 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature Name 2 

2009 Holiday Party 
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traffic the closer I get to Camp 
Pendleton.  I stop in Barstow for my 
last tank of fuel before I get to 
Camp Pendleton, my mind is in tur-
moil, I can’t recover from the time 
deficit that I have to complete the 
50CC.  For those of you that are old 
enough to remember Ford’s com-
mercials with the light bulb coming 
on “Ford Has A Better Idea”, it fi-
nally happens with me. My GPS 
is still on Eastern Time Zone, it 
didn’t self adjust coming across 
the country as I thought it would.  
And, I had been doing all of my 
math in my head based on two 
days, you know, 48 hours. I’m 
such an idiot!  I just went from 
I’m not going to make it to I now 
have extra time and should have 
slept some more. 

 
I am now back in Southern 

California, areas were I grew up, 
and areas where I spent most of 
my time in the Marines.  I left 
California in 1990 and was reas-
signed to Virginia, this is the first 
time that I have been in this area 
since then.  I am amazed at what has 
remained the same I am also amazed 
at all of the changes. Since I now 
have plenty of time (remember - 
what an idiot), I take a more scenic 
routes through some of the smaller 
towns leading up to Camp Pendle-
ton.  Wow, I am back on base, a lot 
more helicopters, a new Exchange 
System Shopping Area, a new Gas 
Station close to the Beach.  I can 
smell the Pacific Ocean and feel the 
breeze. I stop and get gas and my 
official receipt for the 50CC.  I then 
drive the last 1 ½ mile to Del Mar 
Beach so I can get my sample of 
Pacific Beach and get my witness 
forms signed.  Its 0745 Saturday, 
Sept 5th, a holiday weekend, there is 

tains overlooking the LA Basin on 
one side and Palm Springs on the 
other.  I complete my official Saddle-
sore 3000 ride in the town of Idyll-
wild. 

 
After a day of rest with friends I 

head to my Mother’s Home in North-
ern California by way of the eastern 
side of the high Sierra’s and around 

Lake Tahoe.  
This is slower 
than going 
through Central 
California but 
much more sce-
nic.  A couple of 
days later it was 
time to head for 
home.  I head 
back to Virginia 
going across ru-
ral Nevada on 
US 50, picked 
up I70 in Utah, 
though the 
Rockies and 

across the Plains.  When I got on I64 
outside of St Louis I felt as if I was 
almost home.  I still had to go 
through Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky 
and West Virginia but at least I64 
takes me to within 30 miles of home. 

 
All told, I went 
through 20 states in 9 
days 4 hours and 45 
minutes and 6,562 
miles.  I completed 
my 50CC ride in 45 
hours and 24 minutes 
and 2,678 miles and a 
Saddlesore 3000 in 55 
hours and 34 minutes 
and 3,124 miles.  I 
also realize I am now  
Continued on page 
10...  

not much activity yet, the Beach 
Lifeguards are breaking out their 
gear getting ready for the day.  I 
park the bike and go talk to them 
about what I have complete and ask 
if they would sign my witness 
forms. They said sure and to bring 
the bike up on the sidewalk in front 
of the Lifeguards Station to take 
some pictures. 

 
I still have to complete the final 

part of the ride for the Saddlesore 
3000 portion of the ride.  I head out 
of Camp Pendleton, meander 
through the Southern California 
Foothills headed up to the Moun-

My First Ride Across The County On My Motorcycle By David Gilmore 
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My First Ride Across The County On My Motorcycle By David Gilmore 

to old to ride a RS on this type of 
ride again, I need to get a bike that 
I can sit more up-right and stretch 
out my legs on. 

 
It was a great journey. 
 
By David Gilmore 
BMWBMW # 25347 
BMWMOA # 139677 
IBA # 38454 

 

 

www.battley.com
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Oktoberfest 2009 By Rick Przybylski 
The 2009 BMWBMW Oktoberfest was held on 

October 3-4, 2009 at camp Westmar in Thurmont. 
This is an annual event help the first full weekend in 
October and has been at camp Westmar for the past 
several years. This was my third Oktoberfest since 
joining the club and the second Oktoberfest for my 
wife. As usual, Ed and Barb Phelps provided a great 
German dinner as well as great door prizes. 

Continued on page 18... 

www.motorcyclevirginia.com
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www.capitalcycle.com
www.mortonsbmw.com
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Treasurer’s Report By Elsie Smith 

BMWBMW Quarterly P&L Statement 
7/1/2009 through 9/30/2009 (Cash Basis) 

 
INCOME 
2009 Oktoberfest 
 Registration 252.00 
 TOTAL 2009 Oktoberfest 252.00 
2009 Picnic 
 Registration 410.00 
 TOTAL 2009 Picnic 410.00 
2009 Rally Income 
 Registration -29.00 
 TOTAL 2009 Rally Income -29.00 
BTS Advertising 1,600.00 
MembershipDues 
 Paypal Service Charge -44.94 
 Other MembershipDues 1,632.50 
 TOTAL MembershipDues 1,587.56 
TOTAL INCOME 3,820.56 
 
EXPENSES 
Holiday Party 2010 
 Catering 300.00 
 TOTAL Holiday Party 2010 300.00 
Meetings And Events Committee 101.94 
Picnic 2009 
 Catering 317.02 
 TOTAL Picnic 2009 317.02 
Postage and Delivery 354.33 
Printing and Reproduction 1,171.19 
Rally 2009 
 PayPal Fee -1.23 
 TOTAL Rally 2009 -1.23 
TOTAL EXPENSES 2,243.25 
    
OVERALL TOTAL 1,577.31 
 
 
Checkbook balance as of 9/30/09 20,151.56 
 
Paypal account as of 9/30/09 382.25 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elsie Smith, Treasurer 
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www.ztechnik.com
mailto:info@ztechnik.com
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www.bobsbmw.com
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about introducing 
yourself! If you'd like more information, or 
to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend, 
call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides 
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride 
take place if there is a club meeting or 
other major event scheduled on that 
day. Consult the message boards for 
late breaking changes or 
announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. Balto, 
Md 21236. To have a reminder email come 
to you the week before the breakfast, send 
your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick Road, 
Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-7373. 
Directions: Take I-270 north to Frederick, 
MD and continue north on U.S. 15. Take 
the first Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop 
sign, then left at traffic light. The restaurant 
is 1/4 mile on your left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-347-
3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to exit 
43A (U.S. 29 south) toward Gainesville/
Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5 
miles.  The restaurant is on the left. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who 

meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web 
message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is 
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or 
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums 

 
 

   

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

Here’s your chance to serve the club.  Volunteers are needed. 
The club needs an Events & Meeting Chairperson. 
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more 
about how you can help. 

November 14,  2009 BMWBMW Meeting, Chili's Restaurant, Tysons Corner, VA  
December 13, 2009  BMWBMW Meeting, Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD  
January 9, 2010 BMWBMW Holiday Party, Elks Lodge, Rockville, MD 

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED 
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events: 
 www.bmwbmw.org/node/17 
December 13, 2009 Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, Md (also membership meeting) 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS BREAKFAST RIDES 
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn 
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 38.0863’ / 
W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  
21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, 
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. 
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on 
your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and 
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on 
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.  
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  24.9358’. 
 
Khanh’s EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 
 

Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 
 
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at 
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. 
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'. 
 
Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair– 75 Aileron Court, Suite 
#8 Westminster, MD 21157. 410-386-0177 (10am-6pm) 
Ed Phelps. 

DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES 

Members Marketplace 

BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

Gerbing's Heated G3 Gloves, brand new, never used, 
includes wiring kit. 
You do not need to have a Gerbing's jacket to use these 
with the wiring kit. 
Men size XXL they are made a bit tight so the XXL fits 
more like an XL. 
New $159 sell for $100 OBO. 
Women size XXS these fit more like XS. 
New $159 sell for $100 OBO. 
Buy both for $175 and re-gift a pair. 
BMW Phase Change top base layer: neoprene and 
stretchy stuff 
Men size large $25, worn a few times 
 

2006 Honda 599 (CBR600 naked) black, 7,600 miles  
Ortleib waterproof soft side bags  
Marsee Corona tank bag  
plexi windscreen  
factory manual  
frame protectors  
battery charger  
Kryptonite lock  
Gerbing power lead  
LED Hyperlites: single 16 light block 
$5,499 firm for everything or OBO w/o some accessories   
 
Karl 443.618.3794 
kwagner@cablespeed.com 
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Not great way to start the ride.  
There was no safe place to pull 
off, so I kept moving.  Fortu-
nately, the sun was still up and the 
cars could see us, so I wasn't wor-
ried about being seen from the 
rear.  I could see where I was go-
ing, so that was fine.  However, 
the wind was nuts!  I always ride 
left of center in the lane and one 
gust took us to the right white 
shoulder line.  At that point, I 
wanted desperately to be off the 
road, but had to keep going as I 
felt the shoulder just wasn't a safe 
option.  A little ways up the road 
and there is a turn-off for a busi-
ness and I took it, hoping there 
was an awning.  No luck.  And, 
just as I parked, the clouds disap-
peared and the sun came back out.  
Figures..... 
 
So we take off again laughing a 
bit.  I think I made a joke about a 
hotel, but am just not sure.  There 
was an extended period during 
that rain storm where neither of us 
was talking.  I really need to learn 
to pull over and not ride through 
heavy downpours. 
 
Anywho... 
 
We ride on, drying out and stop-
ping at the Red Run Grill for BBQ 
sandwiches.  I'd recommend it, but 
don't know where we were ex-
actly.   We both devoured our 
food...it was that good (or we were 
that hungry). 
 
An hour or so later, and we are 
welcomed to our camp site by a 
four-some who didn't see our res-
ervation sign.  Sorry folks, but you 
gotta go.  Ok – I wasn't that mean.  
They had two tents up and looked 
comfortable.  I didn't want to kick 

them out this late (close to 9pm) and 
offered to allow them to stay and we'd 
tent with them.  They said there wasn't 
room for a 3rd tents and said they'd va-
cate.  I hated kicking them out, but they 
didn't read the signs.  After they packed 
up, we set up our wee little tent.  And, 
we all could have fit there, plus a few 
more.  Oh well. 
 
I like my little tent.  It’s perfect for one 
person and OK for two.  It’s classed as 
a two-person, but rarely gets used to its 
potential.  It’s a Eureka Apex XT and 
weighs about 7 pounds.  If the pools 
were a bit shorter, it'd easily fit in my 
top case.  There is a company 
(www.polesforyou.com) that appar-
ently makes custom or replacement 
poles...I've been meaning to get in 
touch with them.  With only two poles, 
our castle is up in a flash. The only 
downside of this tent is the rain fly. It 
doesn't stick out like others, creating a 
higher foyer area, but zips down to the 
ground.  Makes it a little awkward to 
enter and exit.  However, once inside, 
it’s decent. 
 
The sleeping pads were decent as well, 
borrowed from another friend.  One 
was a self-inflating thermarest, the 
other was a yoga mat.  They rolled 
pretty small and I put them into a com-
pression sack for travel on the side 
case. 
 
Seeing how we were bike camping, 
there was no room for a cooler, nor 
beer.  What are girls to do?  Pints of 
liquor!  I should have brought the lar-
ger bottle of Wild Turkey American 
Honey.  LOL 
 
The camp site was Cowans Gap State 
Park, Ft. Loudon, PA.  Good call....  
There are two main loops – one huge 
ridiculously jam-packed with campers 
and another jam-packed with kids.  Un-

REPO’S FLUFF 

The crowd was not as big as 
the past but it still made for a nice 
time at Camp Westmar. The 
weather was wonderful on Satur-
day and Sunday morning. There 
was a little rain on Friday evening 
but it did not seem to keep mem-
bers from heading up.  

Not too many people camped 
out this year. Most used the bunk 
houses. 

The picture above shows an 
unusual combination of gear and 
machine. All pis-
tures taken by 
your’s truly. 
Hope to see you 
next year at Okto-
berfest. 

Oktoberfest 2009 By 
Rick Przybylski 
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REPO’S FLUFF 

About the Author:  
Karen ‘repo’ McGinn is an Internal Audi-

tor and lives in Baltimore MD.  She purchased 
her 2000 BMW R1100RT in 2005.  You do the 
math.  

And, wouldn't you know that when 
we want to cook dinner, it starts rain-
ing again.  That means we can't really 
start a fire. BUT, I remember some-
one used gasoline from their tank as a 
fire starter.  I had some napkins and 
was careful to avoid tearing the wet 
napkin from the gas fill hole when 
removing...and it worked like a 
charm.  Calista handled the fire start-
ing duty and before long we had a 
roaring inferno. We each had a couple 
hotdogs for dinner, along with the 
baked beans.  It was minimal, but it 
was delicious!  BTW, opening a can 
without a can opener is entertaining. 
 
Saturday night, after dinner, we were 
going to help with a bat count.  What's 
that, you ask?  Well, it’s the neatest 
thing.  You meet at the bat boxes.  
There are these cool looking struc-
tures that the bats sleep in during the 
day. At dusk, the bats come flying out 
over a period of an hour or two...and 
you count them.  We arrive at the bat 
boxes and the ranger says the count is 
canceled for the night.  Seems with 
the rain earlier, they weren't sure peo-
ple would show up.  There were about 
20 of us there!  The ranger talked to 
us anyway about the boxes and bats.  I 
want to make a bat box!  We walked 
up to the boxes, which were about 15-
20 feet in the air and we were stand-
ing about 5 feet from the posts.  The 
bats seemed to be dive-bombing us!!! 
How cool!!!  There must have been a 
few thousand bats... 
 
We head back to camp and burn the 
last of the wood, and it starts raining 
again and we turn in.  Ok – so my tent 
is cozy.  Being rained in, and that 
poor rain-fly....ventilation was a little 
poor.  I'm not getting rid of my little 
tent, that's for sure, just a note to self.  
It rained most of the night Saturday 
and into Sunday morning. We wanted 

to be rolling at 8am, but it would 
have been frustrating...  We waited 
out the worst of the rain and got on 
the road around 10 and it stopped 
raining. 
 
Two-up camping is fun.  If the trip 
were longer, I think we'd still have 
the same amount of personal gear 
and tent/sleeping stuff.    We used 
everything we brought, and didn't 
need more.  In the future, will see 
about scaling that back a bit more, 
if I want to bring the camp stove, 
etc.   But, for the inaugural 2-up 
ride, I think it was perfect (and 
easy). 
 
 
By the way, Calista has scooters 
and now wants to go......Scamping. 
 
Ride far. Ride safe. 
 

Karen at Oktoberfest,2009. 

beknownst to me, the site I picked 
(that last remaining site when I 
made the reservation) was close to 
perfect.  We had a bit of a walk to 
the restrooms and showers, but it 
was the quiet section and the walk 
on the road was lined with red rasp-
berries!!!!  YUM 
 
Saturday we had no great plan.  We 
slept in a bit and once we figured 
out it was our stomachs and not a 
bear growling we left camp to find 
breakfast, settling at Johnnies Diner 
(location forgotten).   From there 
we took off, swinging back through 
Frederick, stopping at a grocery 
store for stuff for dinner and break-
fast tomorrow.  I'm sure there were 
closer grocery stores, but that's OK. 
We picked up a gallon of water, 
two bananas, two bagels and some 
Manchego cheese for breakfast.  
Dinner Saturday, we had hotdogs 
and baked beans (note to self: pack 
can opener if you are getting a 
can). From Frederick, we headed to 
Gettysburg and back to camp. I 
don't remember the roads we were 
on, but I avoided the majors and we 
had a great ride and saw lots of 
fields and hills and ponies.  As we 
get close to camp...it starts raining 
again.  This time however, we put 
on rain gear. 
 
Once back at camp we had to get 
wood for the fire. We didn't have a 
fire last night because of our late 
arrival and both wanted one.  Do 
you know how hard it is to carry a 
15 gallon tub of wood?  EASY on 
an RT!  Ok, so we unpacked the 
tub and put it in box on the back 
seat and put the rest in the top-case.  
I figure if the top-case can hold a 
case of beer and a bag of ice, it can 
handle a little wood. 
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

NO REFUNDS 
 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 


