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Between the Spokes
Editor: Rick Przybylski
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming
Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published
solely for the use of its members. Any
copying and/or duplication of any of its
contents without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
Advertising: Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run for two
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org/advertising.
We request that display advertisements be
submitted electronically no later than the
10th day of the month preceding the month
of publication.
Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the editor
no later than the 10th day of the month
preceding the month of publication.
Rick Przybylski,
editor@bmwbmw.org

2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wes “Chiba” Fleming
Roving Reporter
wes13@mac.com

President: Tina Fraembs
president@bmwbmw.org
C: (703)835-2847

Address Change: Please use the
membership application/address change
form on the newsletter’s last page and
mail to:
Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Secretary: Ron Plichta
secretary@bmwbmw.org
C: (571)212-9443
Treasurer: Elsie Smith
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
W: (301)774-3622

Find us on the Internet at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org

Membership: Don Catterton
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: (443)829-6539

Front Cover Photo: Nancy Oswald at the
finish of the 2009 Iron Butt Rally. Photo courtesy of Don Catterton.
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Vice-President/Rally Chair
Maria Vandergucht
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)346-7669

Newsletter: Rick Przybylski
editor@bmwbmw.org
C: (443)506-9566
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2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Gov. Affairs: Steve Willis
government@bmwbmw.org
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)781-7521
W: (410)760-0072
Internet: Jeremy Jones
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
C: (571)379-0163
Sales: Christine Bauer
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)551-7275
Meetings & Events: Open
events@bmwbmw.org
Safety: James Monroe
safety@bmwbmw.org
Technical: Wes (Chiba) Fleming
tech@bmwbmw.org
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TWO BITTS

RAP & RIDE
By Tina Fraembs

By Rick Przybylski

Whew, it’s over….
Yes, the 2009 Iron Butt Rally is over. Talk about
suspense and excitement.
Our own, Ms. Kitty a.k.a. Nancy Oswald, was
competing this year and she had several of us glued to
our computers for daily updates. She finished in the
#20th position and the Top Female AND with a Gold
Finish. Three of her goals for the rally were met! It
was very exciting. I was up until nearly midnight receiving text messages from a friend and scurrying to
post them on our forums for everyone else to see. It
was a lot of fun. Congratulations Nancy, as expected,
you made us proud!!
Unfortunately there were some accidents during
the rally and the biggest cause that I remember was
the wildlife. Deer and other animals are something
that riders have to be aware of when riding. Day or
night, those creatures can be dangerous. Please remember to wear reflective gear to help the cars see
you, at dusk. Now that the sun is going down earlier,
several of us that commute on our bikes are still on
the road and the reflective gear will help us be seen.
With the leaves changing in the fall, I’ve been
thinking of doing a Fall ride. Possibly Rt. 50 through
West Virginia, spend the night in Morgantown, and
then take Rt. 39 back home. If you are interested,
shoot me an email, and let’s try to make this happen!

Club election time is upon us once more. So is the
Fall riding season. Please read what the candidates
have to say about the respective positions they are
running for and please watch out for deer and the falling, wet leaves. Our tech chair is hosting a tech day
on October 24 at his place. See page 16 for details.
Mega congrats to club member Nancy Oswald for
completing the 2009 Iron Butt Rally. See page 8 for
details about that. Hope to see you at our Oktoberfest!
Ride Safe,
Rick Przybylski
BTS Editor
Editor@bmwbmw.org

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG
Don’t forget to check us out on the
web. We will be posting lots of info so stop by
and see what’s going on!

Don’t forget, October is Open House month for the
dealers. If you can come out and work a table for a
couple of hours, please let me know.
Ride safely,
Tina Fraembs, President
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A Raffle Prize Most Thoroughly
Enjoyed. By Lou Church
This article is brought to you through the support
of Jay Staggs and EagleRider, located at Battley’s,
next to the service door.
Jay donated a one-day rental as a door prize to our
Square Route Rally. The rental was for anything in his
shop, including the Can-Am Spyder, and, to my astonishment, I won it!. (Ok, I did put all four tickets in
that bucket.) I’ve been wanting a longer ride on the
Spyder ever since I test-rode one down in Daytona
(more on that in a moment).

Jay Staggs, of EagleRider, outside of Battley’s back door.

(A disclaimer: a long, long time ago, I drove a ’66
VW bug. I am, therefore, predisposed to liking small,
light vehicles with quick steering and a propensity for
heeling over in hard turns. Between the Bug and
learning to ride on a borrowed Honda 350 scrambler,
at night, in the very early 70s, I’m not really sure how
I made it out of my late teens and early twenties. Anyways….)
I picked the Spyder up from EagleRider a little bit
after nine on a Tuesday. Generally, it’s a 24 hour
rental period, so the trike had to be back by nine a.m.
Wednesday. However, since I work from five a.m. to
eleven a.m. (except Tuesdays and Fridays), Jay said
that I could bring it back by noon. He’s good people.
Jay went through all the operational procedures,
including opening the trunk (in the front, like the old
VW bugs) and getting at the gas tank (five gallons, he
said). No hand brake; the foot pedal works the brakes
on all wheels. Has ABS and traction stability control.
4
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A Raffle Prize Most Thoroughly Enjoyed. By Lou Churh
on the Spyder (as well as several
It’s designed so that it won’t lift a
wheel in a hard corrective steer, and other interesting bikes—the heel-toe
shifter flummoxed me for the
first hundred yards or so on
the Victory). The Can-Am
people were the only ones to
administer breathalyzer exams.
First, they had us watch a
DVD presentation on the varied and wondrous features of
the Spyder (and, I’d guess,
they watched us for signs of
inebriation). Then they had
us ride the trike through a
Me, on the Spyder.
series of cones, with braking, rightthe back wheel
won’t go sideways on you in a turn angle turns, and some tight s-curves,
at about 20 mph, just to make sure we
on wet pavement.
were skilled enough to steer the
Two years ago, down at Biketo- beasties (rather than counter-steer
berfest in Daytona, I took a test ride them) before they let us out on the
October 2009
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roadway for a two-mile run. It was
a lot of fun, although the steering
seemed a bit twitchy. Fred Rau’s
column in Motorcycle Consumer
News explained that: I was
counter-steering, just a bit, when
correcting for the natural drift of
the trike on a straightaway, and
then jerking the wheels back to true
when the counter-steer exacerbated
the drift.
When I got back from Florida, I
told a friend of mine (who had first
brought the Spyder to my attention)
that he really ought to go find one
and test ride it. He’s not a motorcycle rider, but he goes to Canada in
the dead of winter and puts threethousand miles on a snowmobile in
Continued on page 6...

©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

5

A Raffle Prize Most Thoroughly Enjoyed. By Lou Church
picking up prescriptions at Giant, and
drawing small crowds and admiring
looks and waves (no, not the onefinger-salute).
Dropped everything off at the
Anyway, I’m not sure if he ever house and went out for a longer ride,
on roads well known to me. Up 270
did test ride the thing first, but he
bought one, about a year ago. Had to 85 in Frederick, to 80 and then
down 80 to 27 (with a few trips up
to wait six weeks for delivery because they were only building them and down Michaels Mill Road near
Buckystown). 27 to Damascus and
to order. He’s got over 10k on it.
down 108 to 650, to Brighton Dam
Road (narrow and twisty), to BrookBack to my test ride.
ville Rd, 108, Muncaster Rd, 115, and
Jay showed me the warning card
home (in Gaithersburg).
that you’re supposed to read each
time you start the bike, ran through
Later in the day, my friend and I
the display options, and explained
went out riding together. Nothing too
the reverse gear, which is a real,
exciting, and the ride got cut short
engine-driven reverse. (“Oh yeah,
you can do 30 miles an hour in re- when we got boxed in by thunder
storms (not my trike, so no rainverse, if you think you can handle
it.” I assured him that I would not be riding), but it was fun. Afterwards, I
testing those limits on my skillset.) hung around at his place and we discussed the new things he’s bought—
better exhaust, bigger windshield,
I started out cautiously, riding
back rest for his pillion—or will
around the airpark and the airport,
buy—Corbin side bags with a whole
lot of space.
a week, traveling across frozen lakes
at 80-100 mph, going airborne and
all that nonsense. And they think
we’re crazy?

On Michaels Mill Road, alongside the

near Battley’s. Then I ran some errands, shopping at Trader Joe’s and

Now, overall impression:
This thing is a blast. Its got the 360 º
visibility of the bike and the nimbleness of the Bug (and a fair bit of the
oh-crap-I’m-going-to-die feeling I
remember so vividly). Took a little
while to learn not to over steer in the
tight turns, and to
believe that it wasn’t going to go all
squirrelly on me in

the on and off ramps, but it went
exactly where I aimed it, with the
inside front wheel four inches from
the limit of the available space,
whether pavement edge or double
yellow line. The leaning is quite
different, because you lean against
the rise of the inside wheel (nope,
haven’t driven a sidecar rig yet;
that’s coming), but you’re still an
integral factor in the stability of the
vehicle. You’re not just sitting on
the machine.
It would be fun to push it closer
to its limits. Of course, in my case,
‘closer to’ doesn’t actually mean
‘close to;’ my R1200R, for instance, will never get anywhere
near its limits with me on it. Someone in one of the small crowds that
the Spyder gathered asked how fast
it would go. I clarified, asking if he
meant how fast could it go (115,
according to a reliable source), or
how fast was it likely to go with me
on it. Very different questions.
A few more observations:
The trunk holds my rain gear,
my large toolkit, and my tank bag.
There’s no hand brake, and it’s a
strange, hollow sort of feeling to
reach for it and have…nothing. I
didn’t push the brakes to any limits
either, but my friend says that they
Continued on page 8...

BMWBMW Club Merchandise!
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org
We still sell customized items such as
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw
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A Raffle Prize Most Thoroughly Enjoyed. By Lou

Church

stop very quickly. (He also says that
he can lay a patch of rubber
thirty feet up the road in front of
his house; this came up because his
rear tire was more worn that it
really should have been at 10,000
miles.) However, when you do
break the rear wheel lose on wet
pavement, you still go in a nice,
straight line, just not as quickly.

Final assessment:
I enjoy driving as much as I do riding
(ok, almost as much), and the Spyder
melds both quite nicely. I still can’t
believe I won the raffle, but I’m
really glad I tossed all four tickets in
the bucket.

When it became clear that I was
serious about wanting to ride the
Spyder again, I was warned that I
would lose all of my ‘cool’ points—
the few that I have, it was pointed
out—if I should ever actually buy
one of these things. Judging by the
reaction from the people on the
street, it just ain’t so.

Congratulations to our
Iron Butt Competitor.
After eleven days and 11,005
miles, our own Nancy Oswald
(Hello Kitty on the board) finished
the 2009 Iron Butt Rally. When the
scores were tallied, she finished
20th out of 101 riders and was the
top female rider. Outstanding for a
first timer! Congrats Nancy! Look
for an in-depth interview with
Nancy in a future BTS.

Photo
courtesy
of Don
Catterton.

Help Needed!
HELP NEEDED for Dealer Open Houses
Oktoberfest is here and the dealers are having their
open houses. If you can help with any of the dealers, please let me know as soon as possible.
Oct 3 - Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD
Oct 10 – Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA
Oct 31 – Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
We would like to have a table, banner and brochures at the Club table to solicite new members.
It’s a great way to meet new people and share stories.
Please contact, Tina Fraembs, at
president@bmwbmw.org if you can help with one
or more of these events, please let me know as soon
as possible.
Thank you!

8

Between the Spokes

©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

October 2009

Hi, I’m Home (An email). By George Kessinger
I am home. The ride was great. ern California Motorcycle Association. We had met many Iron Butt AsMost interestingly it rained hard sociation (IBA) members who had
the first day of the ride in Connecti- completed this ride and it seemed like
cut when John (a Harley riding pal) a fun ride that could be accomplished. The website for the ride
and I were looking for the Weir
Farm National Park Site. It sprin- is: http://www.usa4corners.org/. Once
one starts in a corner they must comkled on me in Florida the day I
rode from Hugh’s house on Merritt plete the ride within 21 days to qualIsland to Key West and back, but
only at the times a little sprinkle
would make the temperature more
bearable and then one afternoon in
the Badlands there were thunder
storms about and I ran into a few of
them. Otherwise the ride of 12,993
miles, 24 days was dry. Who
would believe it? It was wonderful
and I am very thankful for this.

ify.
Our route then included Maine,
Florida, California and Washington . This led to three more rides to
attempt within the 4 Corners Ride.
The 50CC is an IBA sanctioned
ride that requires one to finish a
documented ride from one
coast to the other in less
than 50 hours. Our route
from Florida to California
was perfect for this.

The original ride was the 4 Corners Tour, sponsored by the South-
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The Bun Burner Gold
(BBG) is another IBA
sanctioned ride that requires one to finish a ride
of more than 1,500 miles
in less than 24 hours.
Continued next month...
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Club Elections -- Candidate Position Statements
Below are statements by those
running for the elected positions in
our club. Please read them and
then vote. The ballot is on page
15. Please read the directions and
ballot carefully so your vote will
be counted and thank you for voting!

President

very many events. I DROVE my
Jeep to the MOA rally but was very
happy to go. I attended the Presidents meeting and found some very
useful information that in the near
future, I’m hoping to put to good use
for our club. Some examples are a
club article for the MOA ON magazine, help from the MOA on Rally
announcements and more.

Tina Fraembs for President….
I continue to attend meetings, tech
days
and some ride-to-eats. It’s a litI would like to announce, that I
tle different attending a motorcycle
am again running for re-election
event in a car, but the membership
as President for the 2010 term
has been more than comforting to me
year.
during this difficult time.
We have had another good year
I’m looking forward to another
and I’m very proud of the accomfun-filled year with the club. Jeremy,
plishments we have made. One
big change that we had finally ac- our webmaster, and I have been discussing some changes and additions
complished was moving the
Square Route Rally supplies from to our website and I’m very excited
a paid storage facility to a FREE about things to come. We are hoping
storage pod ON SITE! Maria was to get online voting up and running
next year and possibly have a site for
instrumental in getting this task
done. We spent a couple of days, personal information to be securely
cleaning the storage pod and then stored and updated. Jeremy has been
moving everything over to be or- great to work with and I look forward
to another year.
ganized. It made setting up the
rally very easy and then tearing
The Club does require some time
down, went just as smoothly.
and
effort but with good people by
Thank you, Maria.
your side, it all seems fun. I look forOur BoD team continues to gel ward to serving the club for another
together. We are always helping year. I do hope you vote for me
each other out and looking at new again.
ways to improve the club. They
Thank you….
really pitched in when I had my
Tina Fraembs, President
accident. Unfortunately not having a bike
******************************
has put a
Vice President
damper on
things but
My name is Maria Vandergucht
has not
and I am currently the Vice-President
kept me
of BMWBMW. I am pleased to run
from atfor office again and I hope I have
tending
10

Between the Spokes

earned your vote.
I have been a member of
BMWBMW since late 2003. I have
been involved in a variety of activities, including roadside cleanup, rally
volunteer, RTE planning, and tech
days. In 2005, I coordinated door
prizes and vendors for the rally. I
was also recipient of the club’s Member of the Year award. In addition, I
served as interim VP from July 2007Dec 2007, providing some continuity
during a change in leadership.
The primary roles of vicepresident include planning the annual
club rally, coordinating the annual
election committee, and providing
support to the club president as
needed. Our 2009 rally was a great
success; I was especially pleased
with the quality of our seminars and
our featured speakers. I was able to
accomplish this with a great team of
volunteers who devoted their time
and energy to meet my goals. Our
annual election process has often
been a source of discontent within
the club, primarily due to short notice
and little communication. My goal
for this year was to explain the process clearly and to ensure timeliness.
I feel I accomplished this with the
August & September BTS articles
along with forum postings.
For both the rally and the election
process, I wanted the members who
are NOT active on our internet forum
to feel as included in the process. I
made a concerted effort to publish
the same information in the BTS at
the same time it became available on
boards.
If you choose me as your VP
again, my goals include continuing
the work of the past year. I want to
recruit talented people to help make
our rally a success; we have such
wealth within our own membership!

©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
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Club Elections -- Candidate Position Statements
by the Board of Directors.
The other chief responsibility of being Secretary is that of club historian.
In that role, I have collected the past
year’s issues of Between the Spokes,
along with meeting minutes and
Treasurer’s reports onto my computer. These will be transferred to
CD-ROM at the end of this year. Additionally, I will add photographs
from our various events like the Holiday Party, Square Route Rally, Club
Picnic and Oktoberfest. I will repeat
this process next year if reelected.
I have contributed time in preparation
of Camp WestMar for the Square
Route Rally, presided over the July
general membership meeting in the
*****************************
absence of other BOD members and
ran registration for the Square Route
Club Secretary
Rally. I believe that this level of acRon Plichta Position Statement for tivity will show that I have performed
secretary.
by duties well. I hope you consider
these past accomplishments and my
I’m seeking reelection as Secrepledge to maintain this level of activtary of BMWBMW because I’ve
enjoyed my last year in this role and ity if reelected.
feel that members should contribute
******************************
to their clubs when possible. Active
membership is what makes a club
Treasurer
successful.
I joined BMWBMW July of 2008
Position statement for Elsie Smith,
when I reentered the world of BMW treasurer
motorcycle ownership. I noticed
that the Secretary position was open Position Statement for Treasurer:
for the upcoming election and sub- Having held the position of
mitted my nomination. I was gladly treasurer for several years, I would
elected since I was unopposed and like to continue in this
have tried my best to make good on position for another year. During my
my efforts to be as active as my time tenure, with the help of
allows. I’ve attended all but one
other members, we have been filing
meeting so far (due to family vaca- tax information forms, corporate
tion) and have kept complete min- papers and other required information
utes. And as required by the byand audits in a timely manner.
laws, the general membership meet- Have worked with the webmaster and
ing minutes are being published in membership chair to make
Between the Spokes upon approval the transition to using PayPal for dues
I also want members to feel more
welcomed to get involved with us in
committees and activities. I will
continue the strong communication
using both the BTS and the forums.
I have been fortunate to serve
with a terrific team - the other BoD
members and chairpersons. I believe that we all can make a difference in what we gain from our club.
I hope to have the opportunity to
serve you again in the coming year.
Regardless of who you support
for office, PLEASE VOTE! It is the
easiest way to be involved in the
club.
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and events. Have generated
reports, payments, reimbursements
and other information requested
by club members and vendors in a
timely manner. Continue to work
onsite at the annual rally; and have
also volunteered to organize
the annual Holiday Party for the
past two years. I enjoy working
with an enthusiastic board.
****************************

Membership Chairman
Position Statement for Marc Blanc,
membership Chair
I was introduced to motorcycle riding by my brother, Rick, known to
all of you as Doghouse. After
many discussions, he convinced me
that at the ripe age of 49, riding a
motorcycle was the sensible thing
to do and that, of course, a BMW
was the weapon of choice. So, a
little over two years ago, I made
the leap, took the BRC, bought a
brand new F800ST and joined
BMWBMW. I outgrew the
F800ST in short order and got myself an R1200RT. It’s the perfect
bike for me. I ride for recreational
purposes only and not for commuting, so my mileage is not quite as
high as many others in the club,
but, I enjoy riding tremendously
and get in about 5,000 miles a year.
My interest in running for Membership Chair originates from my belief that organizations such as
Continued on page 14...
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Club Election —Candidate Position Statements
I am interested in being your
Membership Chair primarily as a
means of giving back to a club that
has given much to me. I first joined
BMWBMW in 2006. I had been a
BMW motorcycle owner & rider for
several years, but in the fall of 2006
I was preparing for a three-month
trip starting the following spring.
As I immersed myself in the motorcycle mindset, and as I realized that
I knew frightfully little about the
machine I’d be relying on, I found
and joined our club. Joining the
club brought me more than I had
My only qualifications for this posi- hoped for: it brought me knowledge,
it brought me laughs, it brought me
tion are that I can open a mailbox,
cash checks, use PayPal, stuff club co-conspirators and it brought me
friends. Pretty good deal for 20 dolparaphernalia into an envelope and
lars!
am reasonably organized. My position on issues will always be the one
Although I’ve pitched in a bit to
that benefits me or any of my family support the club at bike shows /
members, bribery is acceptable and open houses and although I’ve
shared some silly travel stories on
hidden agendas are a means to an
the board and via speaking opportuend. As Membership Chair, I will
nities, I’d like to offer something
have the opportunity to meet and
more tangible. . . .and since I have
interact with more of the memberno money to offer, I’ll just run for
ship so that when my comments on office instead.
the club forum irritate, nauseate or
I’m running for the office of
disgust you, you'll be able to attach
Membership
Chair because I think I
a face to the Forum ID.
can do a great job for you. As you
Position statement for Paul Brown, likely know, the job involves receiving membership enrollment reMembership chairman.
quests, mailing out “fulfillment
packages” (membership letters,
Hello my favorite motorcycle
cards, stickers), managing memberclub, Paul Brown here (aka grifship roster data and reporting on
fin738, aka cabanna boy).
membership activity. Once a year,
I’m writing to announce my can- the Membership Chair prepares and
didacy to serve as your Membership distributes the club’s membership
book.
Chair for 2010. In this note I will
outline why I am interested in runSo why do I think I’d do a good
ning for office, why I think I would
job
in the office? Well, first, I know
do a good job for you and I will tell
what the job involves (see above or
you a remarkably funny story reI’ll have to repeat it all). Secondly, I
lated to the office I seek.
BMWBMW are able to function and
be successful only to the extent that
membership commits to being involved and to providing volunteered
time in order to facilitate day to day
operations, support organized events
and to ensure the sustainability of
the organization. I've met a lot of
great people through this club and
not being involved in some fashion
is not really an option. I served an
interim Secretary last year.
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am already familiar with the membership database - - as a data-guyby-day, I’ve helped to enhance our
clubs database’s reporting capabilities on a couple occasions. Third,
I’m planning to get a dog in the near
term and he will help lick envelopes
and stamps. Fourth, I’d do well at
managing people’s expectations
about the timing of order processing
and membership reporting by detailing my policy of when I’d perform
my duties each month - - and then
I’d stick to that policy.
Okay, so now for the fantasticyet-relevant story: per club rules, I
needed to submit my notice of intention to run for office to the Election
Committee prior to September 10.
Way ahead of the game, I did that in
mid August. As part of their sworn
duties, the Election Committee contacted the current Membership Chair
to verify that I am a member in good
standing. Moments later I received
an email from Don: “Paul, your
membership expired two weeks
ago.” “Brilliant” said I, “this is off
to a great start!” That same day I reupped my membership for three entire years, so while I offer my services in tracking your memberships
in 2010, rest soundly knowing that
I’m all set until 2012. . .
*****************************

Newsletter Editor
Position statement for Rick
Przybylski, newsletter editor..
My name is Rick Przybylski and I
am the current editor of the BTS
newsletter. I have been serving as
newsletter editor for approximately
the past 1 and ½ years. I have been
Continued on next page...
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Club Election —Candidate Position Statements
with the club for the past four years.
During my time with the club I have
assisted with organizing the Maryland roadside clean-up as well as
being the co-chairman of the 2009
and 2010 Square Route Rallies. I
enjoy putting together the newsletter
every month and have always considered the BTS to be by, for and
about the members. I have greatly
appreciated the material submitted
by the members and ask you to continue to send me your work. I know
I have made a few mistakes here
and there in the newsletter but I
strive to make the info inside accurate. At the time I am writing this,
no one else has thrown their hat in
the ring to run against me. This tells
me that either everyone thinks I am
doing a great job or that no one else
wants the job. Probably a little of
both but that is ok with me as I enjoy the work. I look forward to serving as editor for another year.
*****************************
Attached
is the election ballot for 2010 Officers of the
BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington.
Please fill this ballot out completely
including your name and membership number. If your name and
membership number are not included, your vote will not count.
You may write in a candidate next to
the office you wish them to be.
Please circle the name of your writein candidate also. Once you have
filled out the ballot completely, cut
it out and mail it to the address on
the ballot. It must be post marked
by October 31, 2009.

2010 Club Election Ballot
2010 BMWBMW OFFICERS – VOTING BALLOT
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 31 OCTOBER 2009
Circle your choice for each office.
You must mail in this ballot.
Associate members only may send in a copy but
MUST INCLUDE their name and membership number
in writing.
PRESIDENT:
Tina Fraembs (Incumbent) Unopposed
VICE PRESIDENT/RALLY CHAIR:
Maria Vandergucht (Incumbent) Unopposed
SECRETARY:
Ron Plichta (Incumbent) Unopposed
TREASURER:
Elsie Smith (Incumbent)

Unopposed

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: (No incumbent)
Paul Brown

Marc Blanc

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Rick Przybylski (Incumbent)

Unopposed

Mail this ballot to:
John Douglas
2401 Jackstay Terrace
Reston VA 20191
WRITE IN VOTES may be written next to the printed
candidate – be sure to CIRCLE your write-in vote!

Voter’s Name:____________________________________
BMWBMW Membership#__________________________
October 2009
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BREAKFAST RIDES

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the after-breakfast
rides, and many members like to show up
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show
up early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about introducing
yourself! If you'd like more information, or
to volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.

October 2-4, 2009BMWBMW Oktoberfest (and meetings Sunday), Thurmont, MD
October 3, 2009 Bob’s BMW Oktoberfest 9am-3pm.
October 10, 2009 Morton’s BMW Oktoberfest 9am-4pm.
October 30, 2009 Battley Cycle’s Oktoberfest
November 14, 2009 BMWBMW Meeting, Chili's Restaurant, Tysons Corner, VA
December 13, 2009 BMWBMW Meeting, Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD
January 9, 2010 BMWBMW Holiday Party, Elks Lodge, Rockville, MD

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride
take place if there is a club meeting or
other major event scheduled on that
day. Consult the message boards for
late breaking changes or
announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events:
www.bmwbmw.org/node/17
October 24, 2009 Wes “Chiba” Fleming’s
4812 Montgomery Street
Annandale VA 22003
703 909 8165
December 13, 2009 Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, Md (also membership meeting)

Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. Balto,
Md 21236. To have a reminder email come
to you the week before the breakfast, send
your email address to:
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410256-0970.

Rides-To-Eat

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick Road,
Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-7373.
Directions: Take I-270 north to Frederick,
MD and continue north on U.S. 15. Take
the first Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop
sign, then left at traffic light. The restaurant
is 1/4 mile on your left.

Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web
message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.

***Club Needs Volunteers***

Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-3473614. Directions: Take I-66 west to exit
43A (U.S. 29 south) toward Gainesville/
Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5
miles. The restaurant is on the left.

Here’s your chance to serve the club. Volunteers are needed.
The club needs an Events & Meeting Chairperson.
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more
about how you can help.

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.
16
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DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES
Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on
the left. N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'.
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD. 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than
one mile on the right. N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'.
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick,
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign. N39° 38.0863’ /
W77° 31.3955’.
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.
21788. (301) 271-7373. Go N. on I-270 to Frederick,
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N.
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on
your left. If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77° 24.9358’.
Khanh’s EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.
22314. 571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then
same as above. N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'.

Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Fredericksburg, VA. 22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s. N38°
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'.
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East.
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles.
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave. N39°
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'.
Brown’s V-Twin Cycle Repair– 75 Aileron Court, Suite
#8 Westminster, MD 21157. 410-386-0177 (10am-6pm)
Ed Phelps.

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Club T-shirt Sale!!
We are having a sale on previous year rally t-shirts.
$10 each (limited sizes).
Contact Christine (sales@bmwbmw.org) for more
info.
Also check out www.cafepress.com/bmwbmw for
more great club merchandise.

Maryland State Fairgrounds
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road,
right onto York Road, heading South. The fairgrounds is
a few blocks down on the right. N39° 27.4806' / W76°
38.0314'.

Members Marketplace
Nothing for sale at this time.
October 2009
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April General Membership Meeting Minutes By Jody Douglas (Filling in for Ron Plichta)
General Meeting – August 15, 2009 –
At Bob’s BMW, Jessup, MD
Tina Fraembs, President, welcomed
those present, and thanked Club members
and Morton’s and Battley’s for their support after her recent motorcycle accident.
Her bike was totaled in the accident.
She announced that the MOA President, Dave Swider, has stepped down due
to his wife’s illness, and Vice-President
Greg Feeler is acting MOA President.
Several new members introduced themselves and were welcomed by the membership.
Vice-President Maria Vandergucht reported on the current election process as
described in the latest BTS and on the
boards, outlining timelines. Deadline is
September 10 for nomination of yourself or
others for any position. Nominees must
submit a statement. Nomination Committee
Chair John Douglas said the Nominations
Committee is trying to get more than one
candidate for each office. He thanked Larry
Kane for his outreach efforts, and indicated
recruitment is continuing. Interested members can see the Bylaws for specific responsibilities of each office.
The October BTS will be mailed to
members, and will contain the ballots with
instructions for submission.
Members can also nominate a “Member
of the Year” by October 10. Nomination
must be in writing.
Camp Westmar Clean-up will be September 20th—painting and cleaning—and
should last approximately 4 to 5 hours.
Contact Maria if interested.
As her Treasurer’s Report, Elsie
Smith, Treasurer, reported a $19,452.04
balance in checking with another $461.45
in PayPal.
The Holiday Party is scheduled for
January 9, 2010 at the Elks Lodge in Rockville, MD. The membership was polled and
elected to have the party in the evening
rather than the afternoon. The International
18

Cycle Show is the same day, and the
President indicated the Club may have a
table there.

ad as well as a free gift membership
each year that the local clubs can distribute as a door prize.

Don Catterton reported that membership will be broken down by
“membership months” in the future, and
that currently there are 436 full memberships.

Bob Henig of Bob’s BMW announced that he has plans to double the
size of the shop that is under roof, and
provide lots more parking in the future.
In addition, the new shop will include
presentation space that will seat 200
Ed Phelps described the season-long people, and accommodate local club
ride currently underway, which collects meetings.
elevations. He will still distribute a number if one is interested in participating.
He presented a 100,000 mile Award
Oktoberfest at Camp Westmar is Octo- to George Falcon. George accepted the
ber 2, 3, and 4 with German food served award and indicated that his significant
at a cost of $21. A Camaraderie Ride
other, Lona, had ridden most of those
will be held tomorrow with 6 different
miles as his passenger, and that today is
routes, including one dual sport ride, and her 70th birthday.
two meals during the day. Another will
Bob Henig continued that the Fingerbe held in Winchester in the spring.
lakes Rally is over Labor Day, and that
he is leading the Belhurst Castle Run as
The Club Picnic will be at Summit
Point on August 30th. Cost is $10 for the usual, and is hoping for a record number
meal and $10 for admission to watch
of riders benefit Ride for Kids. The
CCS racing.
Howard County Police Race is soon, the
Baltimore/Washington Ride for Kids is
Upcoming meetings are scheduled
September 11, Oktoberfest at Bob’s is
for October 4 at the Cozy Restaurant
October 3rd, a blood drive is scheduled
for October 31, and a Spain/Morocco
after Oktoberfest, November 14 at
Adventure is also coming up. “Teach” is
Chili’s in Tyson’s Corner, and Decemriding today in the front parking area,
ber 13 at Battley’s Cycles.
demonstrating his stunt skills, and Track
Open houses this fall will be on Oc- Days are coming up. A raffle for free
tober 3 at Bob’s BMW, October 10 at
admission to one of the Track Days is
Morton’s, and October 31 at Battley’s.
available in the shop. See Bob’s BMW
The President hopes to have tables at
web-site for further information about
each, and asks members who may have all these events.
the Club’s banners to return them.
BMWBMW Club Member Nancy
Tina reported on the President’s
Oswald is participating in the Iron Butt
Meeting at the recent MOA Rally.
ride this year, and she described the
MOA, RA and CCA are all complaining event and her preparation. A 50/50 raffle
about BMW’s edict that Clubs put BMW is being held to help her with gas costs,
first on their logos, requiring many to
and members were asked to leave their
change their Club name. The issue is still $5 mileage guesses after the meeting.
in negotiation with BMW.
Door prizes were awarded, and the
MOA has a Rally Disaster Relief
meeting adFund to help with expenses if a member journed.
Club loses 20% on its Rally, will publish
a ½-page ad for free, will mail information regarding its local Rally to all Club
members, and has a new section in the
“Owner’s News” in which a club can
promote itself. The RA also offers a free
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REPO’S FLUFF
Bamping 2-Up
In July, I offered to take a friend
for a motorcycle ride. That day fell
through for both of us. I offered up
two other days, and those didn't
work for her. She countered with
July 25 or July 26. I checked my
calendar and was a bit shocked to
find a whole free weekend. I recountered with July 25 and July 26.
She replied “motorcycle camping?”
and that was that. However, did
correct her language....its 'bamping'
when going camping on a motorcycle.

loaded bikes to have an idea of how
I want to secure everything. I
picked up a couple extra pairs of
Bungy Buddies too, thinking I'd use
those to secure the tent to one side
case and the sleeping rolls to the
other case. I told my idea to a
friend and he suggested only securing the tent and rolls to one set of
Buddies, on the side of the case that
secures to the RT, not the lid side.
That would allow lifting the tent and
rolls, in the event I needed to get
into the side cases, otherwise, I'd
have to untie everything. I ended up
securing the tent to the left side case
and the sleeping pads to the right
case.

gear into one side case and gave the
other to Calista – with the stipulation that everything fit in that case.
There is a lot of room in these
cases – I have the XL lids. (From
my Denver trip, I was able to pack
for two weeks with nothing outside
the bike. The return trip was different, but I learned what I need
and don't need. This trip was the
same.) I gave her one of my Kathy
bags and said...it’s all gotta fit, as
this bag fits the side case perfectly.
She looked a bit shocked and
downsized...and came in well under
the wire.

Food was the next issue to be dealt
with. I have a one-burner propane
I told Calista, you need to pack mini- stove and camp stove and utensils,
however, didn't have room for that
mal. I jokingly said you only need
with the gear we had. Not having
your toothbrush, which bethe camp stove and cooking supcame...well.....a running joke.
plies...or a cooler for that matter
really limited food options. We
As for gear, for myself, I went with
my summer sleeping bag, a top sheet talked about it beforehand though,
and a small pillow. If I needed more and had a plan. We'd just eat out.
pillows, I'd use my rain suit (works
Off we go...
in a pinch from past experience).
Calista packed a medium-sized
mummy sleeping bag and a pillow a I picked Calista up and gave the
What and how to pack was a conusual safety speech, to which she
bit larger than mine.
cern. Well, concern is the wrong
replied, “I've ridden before”.
word. But I had to figure out how
Great... I set-up my extra StarFor clothes, the packing list was:
to get two people, plus gear to a
two pairs of socks, 1 pair of shorts, a comm headset so we could talk and
camp ground. I say 'a' because I
few t-shirts and a thermal top for the she could have some music to lisdidn't know where we'd go, nor
cool mountain night. I had a couple ten to instead of my horrible singhow long Calista (my passenger)
would be comfortable on the bike. small, quick-dry camp towels for us, ing (let's be honest, have you heard
me? LOL) and we took off. Took
so that was covered for showers.
The seat is very comfortable I'm
told, however, she'd never been on Calista was a sport with my list and off directly into a massive thunder
packed a toothbrush. I really did tell storm.
the RT. And the longest anyone
has ridden on the pillion is about an her to bring toiletries, but she really
only did pack a toothbrush. LOL
hour.
Continued next month...
Trooper!! And we each brought sanAbout the Author:
dals to wear off the bike around
Originally, it was a one night trip,
Karen ‘repo’ McGinn is an Internal Audicamp.
but we turned it into two nights.
tor and lives in Baltimore MD. She purchased
That really didn't change the packher 2000 BMW R1100RT in 2005. You do the
I packed all my clothes and sleeping math.
ing issue. I've seen enough
I've camped before, by motorcycle,
car and foot. Solo camping with a
motorcycle is easy-peasy and fun!
However, a 2-up trip was new to
me. I had read about other people’s trips, and had an idea how to
pack the bike. I knew one
thing....we had to be minimal. You
don't have the luxury of space for
one thing and you have an extra
body. Where am going to put our
gear?
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Between the Spokes
c/o Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG

Please check the appropriate box
___New Member
___Renewal
___Change of Address
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below)
___Mail me the newsletter
Name _________________________________________________
Associate ______________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
Occupation ____________________________________________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification)
Age group:

___16-25
___26-35
___36-45

___46-55
___56+

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:

___Government affairs
___Membership
___Newsletter
___
20 Sales
___Meetings & events

BMW MOA :___________
BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1 ________________________
#2 ________________________
#3 ________________________
Total BMW miles ridden: _______

Referred to BMWBMW by:
__________________________
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

___Rally
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or
___Rides
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.
___Safety
Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
___Technical
Between the Spokes ©2009 BMWDon
Bikers
of Metropolitan
Washington
Catterton,
793 Stinchcomb
Road, Severna Park, MD 21146October 2009
NO REFUNDS
___Internet

