
May 2009 1 Between the Spokes    ©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 
 

The Monthly Newsletter 
      of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington 

Volume 35, Number 5 
May 2009 

www.bmwbmw.org 

Next membership meeting is May 16, 2009. 
R.E.I. 

3509 Carlin Springs Road 
Baileys Crossroads, VA 22041 

BoD Meeting 10:00 AM 
General Membership Meeting 11:00 AM 

Monthly Features  
 

President’s Rap & Ride By Tina Fraembs  3  
Editor’s Two Bitts By Rick Przybylski  3 
2009 SRR Rally Central    4 
Repo’s Fluff By Karen McGinn   19 
Breakfast Rides, Contacts and Direction  20-21 
2009 Calendar of Events    20 
Membership Marketplace   21 

Monthly Articles  
 

Country Roads By Ron Orem   6 
An Interesting Seat Alternative By Mark Hogan 8 
Charitable Giving… By  Henry Winokur  11 
BMWBMW Members Assists Marines By Jody Douglas 12 
Morton’s Gigs Dirt By Steve Anderson  13 
A View From The Bunker… By Bob Higdon 16 

Check out the 2009 
Rally info on page 
4... 

www.bmwbmw.org


May 2009 2 Between the Spokes    ©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 
Between the Spokes 

 

Editor:     Rick Przybylski 
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming 

 

Between the Spokes, the monthly 
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington, is published 
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By Tina Fraembs 
 
Rally season is among us….. 
 
The rally season is here and everybody is planning 

their spring and summer trips.  I love this time of year.  
Trying to decide where to go and what rallies to hit.  
How long should it take to get there?  How much rid-
ing will I do when I’m there?  These are all questions 
that I love to ponder over and over. 

 
One of the other rally events going on are the en-

durance rallies!  A lot of fun, stress and many miles 
traveled to compete against friends.  These endurance 
rallies can really challenge your skills and help im-
prove your route planning skills.  I recently partici-
pated in the Cape Fear 1000.  Approximately eight 
BMWBMW club members met in Wilmington, NC 
for this event. 

 
This rally made me think that I am lucky to have 

such great friends to ride with.  I also wanted to re-
mind everyone that whether you’re riding in an endur-
ance rally or riding with friends to a motorcycle rally, 
to please ride your own ride.  It’s important to know 
your limits.  Riding a motorcycle has no room for 
egos and riding on the edge is dangerous.   One small 
mistake could result in something painful – or worse. 

 
Also, do not put off any motorcycle maintenance.   

Some things to think about are if you need an oil 
change and the condition of the tires.  Is the battery 
good – terminals clean, etc?   Anton Largiader from 
Virginia Motorrad, says to remember if your battery 
was dead or low on water, even if it seems to recover 
now you should be looking for your next one.  Batter-
ies remember that you mistreated them and will take 
their revenge. 

 
Have fun and enjoy the summer!!  I’ll see you next 

month at the BMWBMW Square Route Rally!!!!! 
 
Take care, 
Tina Fraembs, President 
 

  
 
 
 

By Rick Przybylski 
 
Spring is here and so begins the warm weather rid-

ing season. As Tina said in her article, don’t forget 
your maintenance.  

There are two articles this month about the club 
and charity. One is from Henry Winokur and the other 
from Bob Higdon.  It seems every few years this topic 
pops up. There will be a thread on the website forums 
about this also so please, if you’re a club member, 
post your thoughts there or send Tina an email at 
president@bmwbmw.org. 

 
Ride Safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
 
 

RAP & RIDE TWO BITTS 

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Don’t forget to check us out on the 

web. We will be posting lots of info on the 
2009 Square Route Rally so stop by and see 
what’s going on! 

www.bmwbmw.org
www.bmwbmw.org/forums
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2009 Square Route Rally Central 

 
2009 Square Route 

Rally – What’s in it for me?!? 
 
Your admission of $32 ($40 at the 

gate) gets you: 
 Two Meals.  Friday night chili 

and Saturday menu of BBQ chicken, 
country fried steak, vegetarian lasa-
gna, parsley potatoes, green beans, 
tossed salad, dessert and all the fix-
ings. 

On-site food and beer availability.  
The caterer is on-site all weekend to 
fend off those munchies and the crav-
ings for a cheesssteak.  They will 
also provide a low-cost breakfast 
buffet on Saturday morning.  The 
beer truck is open afternoon and eve-
ning to quench your thirst.   

Seminars.  Final schedule to be 
announced, but past topics have in-
cluded roadside emergency repairs, 
wiring electrical accessories, and 
demonstrations of riding techniques. 

Free coffee and soda all weekend. 
Great rides.  We have a GS route 

available, and a Hare-and-Hound ride 
planned.   

PRIZES!  You could win a great 
door prize or one of our grand prizes!  
Past awards have included riding 
gear, a set of tires, neat doodads for 
your bike, luggage, gift certificates,  
t-shirts, and hats.   

Good company.  Hang out with 
your friends and welcome the new-
bies.  (Priceless) 
******************************
What’s the best way to make new 
friends and get the most out of the 
rally?  VOLUNTEER!  Contact a 
chairperson to sign up for a short 
stint during the rally.  Our success 
depends on you – please pitch in!   
Site Setup 
The Thursday before the rally starts 

grassy and shaded areas for your 
tent.  There is also a “quiet” camp-
ing area near the pond.   
Bunkhouses: Most bunkhouses re-
ceived a fresh coat of paint and 
general clean-up in the off-season.  
There is plenty of room for you and 
your gear.  Bring your own ear-
plugs. 

Area motels:  Check the Rally 
home page for specific accommo-
dations in Thurmont.   
   

See page  6 for a map of Camp 
Westmar. 

 

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG/SRR 

is full of things to do:  setup tents, 
clean bunkhouses and bathrooms, 
and plenty of tasks to ensure the site 
is ready for the weekend.  Setup hap-
pens between 2-5pm.  No early arri-
vals are allowed prior to the gates 
opening on Friday, unless you are 
helping with setup during this time.   
Contact: George VanMater 
gvanmater@hotmail.com or send a 
private message via the forum. 
Registration 
Assistance is needed on Friday and 
Saturday to register guests and wel-
come them to the rally.  This is a 
great way to meet people and make 
new friends! 
Contact: Ron Plichta 
571-212-9443 (cell) 
703-250-0375 (home) 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
Beer Tent    
This is one of the fun ‘jobs’ at the 
rally, but you will be hustling to pro-
vide suds to the masses.  We need 
help on Friday and Saturday.   
Contact:  Mike and Cindy Seay 
Cindy.seay@edwardjones.com 
Merchandise Sales 
We always need help with selling 
those popular beer tickets, and this 
year’s logo may make the T-shirt 
hard to keep in stock!   
Contact:  Christine Bauer 
sales@bmwbmw.org 
Tech Seminars 
Is there a topic of interest to you, or 
would you be willing to present a 
seminar?  We get great feedback 
every rally on the quality of our tech 
sessions.  Be part of the fun! 
Contact: Wes Fleming 
wes13@mac.com 
****************************** 
ACCOMODATIONS AT THE 
RALLY  
Tent Camping:   There are plenty of 

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG/SRR 

www.bmwbmw.org/srr
www.bmwbmw.org/srr
www.bmwbmw.org/srr
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Door Prize Drawing Saturday Night • FUN Rides • 

• Riding Related Seminars • Tech Sessions •  

 

• Three days and two nights of excellent 
rides in the Catoctin Mountains with 
Washington, DC and historic Gettysburg 
only an hour’s ride away 

• Rally pin and mug to the first 200. 
Saturday night feast and door prize 
coupons included with your regis-
tration 

• Great vendors 
• Cabin space available on first-

come, first-serve basis 
• Wooded, open and quiet camping ar-

eas available. Motels available in 
nearby Thurmont. 

• Updates and registration form at http://
www.bmwbmw.org/rally/ 

 SEND CHECKS TO: 
 BMWBMW, c/o Ron Plichta  

10607 Henrico St, 
Fairfax, VA 22032   

 Checks payable to: BMWBMW 
 Pre-reg postmarked by: May 13 

I n f o :  E m a i l  M a r i a  a t 
vp@bmwbmw.org. 

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of Fre-
derick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD marked Rt. 
77 West. Continue through parks and make left turn 
on Brown Road. Go about 3/4 mile and make left 
into Camp West Mar. 

 OTHER: Gate and registration opens 12 noon, Friday, June 5th. 
Beer is available on site. Pins and mugs to first 300 registrants. 
Registration awards are based on information from this form and 
will be awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.                        
NO PETS, NO PETS, NO PETS, sorry. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON PRESENT THE: 

June 5th-7th, 2009  • Camp West Mar, Sabillasville, MD 

2009 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY REGISTRATION FORM 

_ Adults x $32 =  

_ Adults x $40 =  

_ Children x $10. =  

    Cash     Check #_____________________  

Rider: Sex  M  F  Age___________________  

Passenger: Sex  M  F  Age ______________  

Direct Mileage to Rally from your home _____  

Local Club (one only, please spell out name 

_____________________________________ 

and the Club’s # for MOA _______________  

OR the Club’s # for RA _________________  

(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40) 

Motorcycle Information: 

  Make_______________________________  

  Model ______________________________  

  Year _______________________________  

Sidecar, Information: Year ____________ 

  Make/Model________________________  

       Pre-Registration $32/Adult Children: $10 
        
        At Gate $40/Adult Children: $10 

 
 

RIDER_________________________________  
PASSENGER(S)_________________________  
  
ADDRESS_______________________________  
CITY____________________________________  
STATE/ZIP _______________________________ 

  
This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests. 
 
I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan 

Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from 
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2009 Square Route Rally, or for 
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver 
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. 

 
Rider Signature ____________________________________________ 
 

Passenger(s) Signature__________________________________________ 

  

35TH ANNUAL 
SQUARE ROUTE RALLY 
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Map of Camp Westmar 

It's spring, or so the calendar says, 
so it must be time for a ride into the 
mountains, and find some new roads, 
and do some camping. Sure, it's a bit 
early in the season, but worth a try. 

So Elsie and I packed the 650 sin-
gles with all the gear we thought 
we'd need, and off we went. 

Our plan was to run down on lar-
ger back roads to Pipestem State Park 
in southern WVA, establish a base 
camp for two days and then work our 
way north. However, as the weather 
had other plans, we found decent mo-
tel rooms in Lewisburg for the night. 
It was chilly, and the singles provide 
little comfort from the weather. 
When you're used to an RT or a GS 
with a large screen, and nice warm 
jugs to guard your feet, the skinny 

Country Roads By Ron Orem 

and exposed 650 is an eye-opener. 
We were both roused from our 

sleep around 0400 by pounding 
rain, which was coming down in 
sheets, driven by a stiff breeze. At 
breakfast we quickly decided to 
hold the rooms for a second night, 
and go for a ride in the area.  

As neither of us are as young 
and tough as we used to be, we 
agreed that cold was fine, wet was 
acceptable, but not both together. 

So we spent the day exploring 
some beyond invisible roads on the 
way to the New River Gorge. It 
really is a treat to use topo maps in 
conjunction with the GPS to find 
tracks well off any beaten track. 
And down in this area one does dis-
cover, again, the meaning of the 

Other America. The roads we trav-
eled went from tight two lanes to 
one lane to just a memory of pave-
ment.  

We wove our way back and forth 
across the mountains, past small 
farms, open fields, thick woods. The 
rain was ranging from a mist to a 
drizzle to real rain, and the temps 
hovered between 45 and 50 for the 
day. 

The New River Gorge has been 
on my list for years, and was worth 
the wait and the visit. 
The Visitor Centers are constructed 
of local timber and stone, and are 
both lovely to look at and full of ex-
cellent information on the history of 
the area. The roads into the gorge 
are narrow, winding, with many 

MAY MEETING EXCITEMENT... 
 
Dale Coyner of Open Road Outfitters, has offered the use of a camper during this years Square Route Rally.  He will bring it 
up on Friday and pick it up on Sunday.  During the MAY Meeting, at REI, on May 16, 2009, we will draw someone’s name to 
see who will win the use of the camper for the weekend.  TWO rules - Must be present to win and Must be a current member 
in good standing!  So come on out to REI and throw your name in a hat!! 
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Country Roads By Ron Orem 

switch backs, and are one-way in 
many areas. The U.S. 19 Bridge is a 
marvel to see, and to stand under. If 
you like long trains, you'll get to sit 
and watch them go by at one of the 
crossings. 

The ride back to the motel, which 
was on "main" roads, was high-
lighted by 30-45 mph gusts of wind. 
More than once it picked up the 
front wheel of the Dakar and pushed 
it sideways across the wet road. This 
is great for my heart, as it gets the 
rate up for a bit. Slow down, relax, 
be smooth, and enjoy the views. 
When we got back to the home base 
I dug out the stove and brewed a pot 
of Earl Grey to go with an apple and 
some biscuits, just the thing to warm 
us up as we reviewed the day. 

The next morning was chilly, 
with a steady strong breeze. We 
quickly packed before breakfast and 

headed north on U.S. 219, which is a 
route we had both ridden many times 
over the years, but still enjoy a great 
deal. We turned off after a bit onto an-
other one lane road, to find the mark 
on the map entitled Friars Tuck, and 
Trout, and then across Cold Knob 
Mountain to Richwood. We passed a 
small barn with a calf so new-born it 
was still shiny wet, and while it nuz-
zled its mother she was busy eating the 
afterbirth. An immature Bald Eagle 
flew along a river with a fish. 

The road became "unimproved"; 
just the ticket for us, and as we 
climbed the increasingly steep, rutted, 
rough track I thought that I sure didn't 
want to have to turn around an attempt 
going back down this slope. Sure 
enough, as the thought formed we 
found the road blocked by a pickup 
truck, and a large tree across the road. 
Dismounting and removing my helmet 

I walked up and chatted with the 
lads in the truck, who were on 
their way to do some fishing. They 
said not to worry, the chain saw 
was on the way, and sure enough, 
in twenty minutes another truck 
appeared. Soon six chaps were 
efficiently cutting and tossing 
limbs and chunks of wood down 
the slope, clearing a way for us to 
proceed. One told me that there 
were lots of ways to get lost on the 
mountain, but if we followed them 
they would make sure we found 
the main road. 

After a couple of miles, one 
truck pulled off and waved us to 
go past; it turned out that they 
knew the road was going to have 
an especially rough section, and 
wanted to follow us in case one of 
us had a problem. When we  

Continued on page 9… 

www.battley.com
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BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

Continued from last month… 
He describes his process as re-shaping the origi-

nal seat (sometimes modifying the pan) and adding 
specialty foams of different densities in strategic 
places.  You provide him answers to certain ques-
tions (height, weight, inseam, bar risers, riding posi-
tion) and a picture of you on the bike.  He uses this 
info to determine where and what type of foam to 
use.  This adds up to a more comfortable seat, re-
taining the original look.  Kind of like what the 
more expensive mods accomplish without the stock 
look.  And it usually takes him no more than 48 
hours to turn the seat around. The cost? Are you sit-
ting down (ha ha)?  Front and passenger seat com-
fort mods, upgraded Supracor foam (a high tech, 
honeycomb constructed foam), AND lowering: 
$125. Not a typo.  One hundred and twenty five 
bucks.  This includes retaining the original heating 
elements and wiring.  You can get the comfort mod 
for as little as $50 for the front seat only.  That’s less 
than my Airhawk cost. 

 
Continued on page 15...   

An Interesting Seat Alternative By Mark Hogan 

www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
www.motorcyclevirginia.com
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Country Roads By Ron Orem 

reached the top of the mountain 
they pointed out the right path among 
six that came together. Country hos-
pitality. 

A bit further along the road we hit 
some nice deep mud. Now six to 
twelve inches of slime doesn't sound 
like much, but it is to dirt donks such 
as us. I walked through the patch to 
see the best path and to feel the bot-
tom, and then rode the bikes through. 
It didn't matter that I had more ag-
gressive tires on the Dakar, they were 
immediately filled and just spun, so I 
got some good experience slithering 
along. 

Within another mile we encoun-
tered another mud bath, even longer, 
and did the same drill again. This one 
had a great big hole filled with 
muddy water, but the bottom was 
hard, and it was easier than the first 

one, as I knew what to expect. The 
bikes are better at this than I am, but 
we both thanked Mark for his train-
ing at MotoMark1 (http://
www.MotoMark1.com) 

We got to the bottom of the 
mountain soon thereafter, and took a 
nice break by a Hemlock and Rhody 
lined stream. Our reward was to eat 
a bit of dark Dove chocolate, which 
makes everything seem better. 

Although we had another day 
and a half of riding to do, along 
some fantastic twisty mountain 
roads, this mountain route was the 
highlight of the trip for me. Again, 
obstacles that seem large in the 
mind became smaller and more 
manageable in reality, and our enve-
lope of the possible got larger. 

I always read about great adven-
tures traveling in exotic and unusual 

places, and they seem so beyond 
reach. But I have come to believe 
that adventure touring is just being 
open to the chances that the journey 
present to us, and be willing to 
stretch a bit beyond our comfort 
zone. Usually not having a set plan 
allows this to unfold, and the re-
wards are great. And, grand adven-
ture can be had in our own back-

yard, as 
there is so 
much to 
discover 
and explore 

just off the 
usual main 
roads. 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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www.ztechnik.com
mailto:info@ztechnik.com
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Charitable Giving—What’s with BMWBMW? By Henry Winokur 

The intent of this article is to 
open a discussion into 
BMWBMW’s policies, either here 
in Between the Spokes or on the 
Forums where this will also be 
posted.   

 
[Some background on the au-

thor:  I have been a member of 
BMWBMW for about 6 or 7 years.  
About 2 years ago, I became a 
member of the two international 
BMW clubs (MOA and RA).   I am 
also heavily involved with the local 
Ride for Kids© which supports the 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation.] 

 
Since I joined BMWBMW, I 

have wondered why we, as a club, 
do almost no charitable giving.  
Every motorcycle club I’ve ever 
been associated with, or know of, 
does some kind of charitable giving.  
But not BMWBMW.   

 
Did you know that in 2008, our 

average monthly bank balance was 
in excess of $18,000?  Did you 
know that our 3 major supporting 
dealers (Battley’s, Bob’s and Mor-
ton’s) guesstimate that they gave 
BMWBMW about $1000 EACH 
worth of contributions in 2008 (a 
total of about $3000)?   

 
I have asked each of the last 2 

BOD’s why BMWBMW does next 
to no charitable giving.  Mike 
Enloe’s BOD simply refused to an-
swer the question.  Tina told me it’s 
because it’s “not in the Bylaws”.  
And that’s correct as far as it goes.  
But here’s what the bylaws say: 

 
II. Objectives 

 
A. The objectives of this or-

ganization shall be to promote all 

aspects of BMW motorcycle activities 
such as:  (Please note that HSW 
bolded and italicized “such as”). 

 
Safe motorcycle riding 
Touring, both regional and national 
Pooling of knowledge and experi-
ence  
Social outlet 
Maintenance and technical knowl-
edge 

 
It is the words “such as”, above, which 
make Tina’s response at least partially 
invalid.  Those 2 words together mean 
that the following list are merely sug-
gestions, not requirements of what 
BMWBMW could be doing.  The fact 
is, BMWBMW could be doing charita-
ble giving, in a truly meaningful way.  
Tina also told me that people don’t 
want BMWBMW to do charitable giv-
ing.  I don’t know which “people” she 
is referring to, but I queried a very 
small sample of people (about 10)  who 
frequent the Forums and to a person, 
all wondered why BMWBMW doesn’t 
participate in some form of charitable 
giving.  And perhaps more importantly 
all said that we should be doing some-
thing—and certainly more than we are. 
 
(I said “next to no charitable giving” 
because contrary to what Tina said, 
BMWBMW does a bit—albeit a very 
small bit.  BMWBMW has a program 
of roadside clean-up in one of the 
counties in Maryland.  Since we aren’t 
getting paid to do it, it qualifies as 
charitable giving.)   
 
What bothers me about all of this is 
that the current BOD, while happily 
taking charitable giving from others 
(not just our 3 major vendors listed 
above, but anyone who gives the club 
any kind of gift which is not paid for), 
refuses to even considering doing the 

same for those in our community that 
are less fortunate than we are.  And the 
fact is, we are very fortunate.   
 
In my view the (I’m for it, obviously) I 
think we should commit 10% of our 
monthly bank balance calculated in 
February of the following year to 
charitable giving.  For example, in 
2008 our average balance was 
$18,694.00. We could do a LOT of 
good giving away almost $1870.  It 
could go to a lot of charitable organi-
zations or just a few.  We can establish 
certain parameters to make sure that 
the money goes to organizations that 
will use it well—those that have little 
overhead.  I’m willing to sit on a com-
mittee (or even chair one) that will 
make the decisions.  We could even 
have a club dinner or other social event 
around this kind of activity.  We might 
even be able to get local or national 
media attention.  Those of us who al-
ready participate in charitable giving 
already know the good we motorcy-
clists do.  This is another opportunity 
to prove to those who hate us (and 
want us off the roads) that we can do 
good things to support our community. 
 
So the question is:  what do you think?  
Should BMWBMW be involved in 
charitable giving?  If yes or no, why?  
If yes, what would you like to see us 
do?  If yes, how would you like to see 
us do it? 
 
The author has been riding for about 33 
years.  He has ridden BMW’s for the last 8 and 
currently rides a 2007 R1200RT.  He is currently 
an MSF/MD certified RiderCoach/Instructor and 
has taught with the MD Motorcycle Safety Pro-
gram for nearly 20 years.  He has participated in 
motorcycle charitable events as time allows, and 
is currently an 11 year member of the Baltimore-
Washington Ride for Kids Task Force as the 
Route Coordinator.  
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The disturbing news about armed 
forces personnel returning from com-
bat only to be killed on motorcycles 
has prompted the Defense Depart-
ment to step up motorcycle training 
on military bases.  
 
While talking with Diane DeVivo, a 
fellow LadyRider club member, I 
learned that the Marines at Quantico 
need used helmets of different sizes 
to be worn during the Basic and Ex-
perienced Rider Courses. Diane, an 
experienced instructor, works with 
Cape Fox Professional Services, a 
group contracted to provide the train-
ing.   

After announcing the need for 
helmets on the BMWBMW Forum, I 
received several generous offers 
from our members and was able to 
deliver 13 helmets to Diane! With at 
least one and sometimes two classes 
being taught each week, the helmets 
are getting frequent use. And since 
almost all are full-face and modular 
helmets, perhaps they will encourage 
the trainees to think of full coverage 
as the minimum.  
 
    Thanks to members Chris Barritt, 
Rick Blanc, Lou Church, John 
Douglas, Bryant Kling, Ron Plichta 
and Pete Watt who donated their 

own helmets and, in some cases, 
collected from friends as well. 

BMWBMW Members Assists Marines By Jody Douglas 

www.capitalcycle.com


May 2009 13 Between the Spokes    ©2009 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

With the introduction of the       
G450X, BMW has entered a new 
segment of motorcycle production. 
For the first time, BMW has a fully 
capable, dedicated off-road bike in 
its stable.  
 
   BMW Motorrad is racing the 

G450 X around the world with a lot 
of success, and Morton's BMW 
wanted to get in on the fun. We've 
teamed up with David White, a 
seven-time hare scrambles cham-
pion in Virginia, to try to capture 
the 2009 Senior A category champi-
onship. For those unfamiliar with 

this type of racing, it's like a 
combination of trials and moto-
cross. In short, the idea is to go 
as fast as you can through the 
woods. As I write this, we are 
between the first and second 
rounds of the 15 event series.  
 
On April 5, our team made its 

debut at Oak Ridge Estates in Arring-
ton, Virginia. The race consisted of 
five laps around a very challenging, 
nine mile course through the woods 
and fields of the property. David got 
off the line near the back of the Sen-
ior A pack, staying safe through the 
tumultuous first turn and into the 
woods. By the halfway point of the 
first lap, he was in third place, and at 
the end of that lap, he was in second.  
 
The race organizers had placed a 
jump about 100 yards before the tim-
ing/finish line.  

Continued on page 18... 

Morton’s Digs Dirt By Steve Anderson 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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www.bobsbmw.com
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OK, the price is awesome, the 
turnaround is incredible and the 
process sounds the same as the more 
expensive guys, but how does my 
butt feel, you ask?  Coddled.  It feels 
like Spencer scooped out an area for 
my butt, and it coddles it, like a pair 
of gentle hands (in my mind, they 
belong to a strong, attractive 
woman, but you can insert your own 
image).  My stock seat was good for 
about 90 to 100 miles before the 
squirming started.  At 150 miles, I 
had to stop and rub some life back 
into the glutes (sorry for that visual, 
it’s really hard to un-see that one).  
So far, I’ve put about 225 miles in 
one leg, followed by a 125 mile leg 
two hours later on the “new” seat.  I 
know it’s not Iron Butt distances, 
but it didn’t hurt at all.  I am pretty 
sure I could’ve gone another couple 
of hundred miles or so, as there was 
no discomfort.  For my riding, that’s 
plenty, and I’ll update the board 
when and if I start getting longer 
miles on the seat.  Is it as comfort-
able as one of the more expensive 
seats?  I don’t know, I’ve never even 
sat on one, let alone ridden long dis-
tances on them. But for the money, 
the comfort and the blindingly quick 
turnaround, I fully recommend 
Spencer’s. 

For more info, visit  
http://greatdaytoride.com/
Home_Page.php 

An Interesting Seat Alternative 
By Mark Hogan 

www.eubmw.com
mailto:eubmw@starpower.net
mailto:khanh.nguyen73@yahoo.com
http://greatdaytoride.com/Home_Page.php
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 The hard-drinking, hard-
living actress Tallulah Bankhead 
once dropped a $50 bill into a Sal-
vation Army tambourine. “Don’t 
bother to thank me,” she said. “I 
know what a perfectly ghastly sea-
son it’s been for you Spanish 
dancers.” The vignette almost per-
fectly captures the uneasy rela-
tionship between charity and an 
egoism so strong it recognizes 
nothing beyond its own conceits. 

 
In Ambrose Bierce’s Devil’s 

Dictionary he defines delusion as 
“the father of a most respectable 
family, comprising enthusiasm, 
affection, self-denial, faith, hope, 
charity and many other goodly 
sons and daughters.” It’s the child 
called charity that vexes me. 
When that kid cranks up a head of 
self-indulgent steam, stand back. 
Weirdness is around the bend. 

 
When I departed the District of 

Columbia in November of 1994 to 
become a student wrench at the 
American Motorcycle Institute in 
Daytona Beach, I left my local 
BMW Bikers of Metropolitan 
Washington club members sitting 
on a war chest of more than 
$15,000. A rapidly growing mem-
bership, a skillful board of direc-
tors, and prudent financial over-
sight had produced that happy 
state of fiscal affairs. 

 When I returned to D.C. 
the following spring, I was 
stunned to see that the club was in 
the midst of slapping itself on the 
back for having completed a 
Christmas in April project. Over 
the course of a weekend, club vol-
unteers had descended upon a 
dump on Baltic Avenue and reha-

bilitated it into Marvin Gardens. How 
positively sweet. But along the way 
some $1,500 had found its way from 
the club’s treasury into the fixer-
upper. Veins in my forehead began to 
throb. 

 
At the next BMWBMW meeting, I 

raised a point of order. “By what con-
ceivable claim of right does this club 
presume to throw away one-tenth of 
its members’ money at a frolic having 
not a single atom of motorcycle pur-
pose?” The board of directors voted 
favorably upon the proposal, I was 
advised. I rejoined that the board 
could vote to invade Poland, but that 
too would be beyond its authority. 
The club was organized to promote 
BMW motorcycling, I continued, not 
to throw money down storm sewers. 
“Charity does not like arithmetic,” 
one director quoted Mason Cooley. 
“And Oscar Wilde observed that 
charity creates a multitude of sins,” I 
said. “Now we see what he meant.” 

 
I threatened to assess every mem-

ber of the board a proportionate share 
of $1,500, but eventually order was 
restored. Still, when a question arose 
some years later of associating the 
club’s annual rally with a charitable 
cause — again, something not even 
laughably tied to bikes or bikers — I 
raised my customary and continuing 
objections. I do not remember ever 
being present at a more divisive 
meeting anywhere at any time for any 
purpose. I ultimately won the point, if 
you can call pissing off almost half 
the club’s leaders “winning.” And 
although I live in Florida these days, 
if I heard that the issue was rising 
again from the ashes, I’d be up there 
tomorrow with a fire extinguisher. In 
my experience, charity all too often is 

the gift that keeps on taking. 
 
I had gone through this battle be-

fore during my tenure on the board of 
directors of the BMW Motorcycle 
Owners of America in 1991-94. In-
evitably discussion would turn to 
naming a charitable institution with 
which MOA could bond for some in-
distinct and indescribable purpose at 
the next national rally. One year it 
was X; the next year it was Y. The 
only constant was that the beneficiary 
of our largesse was never connected 
even remotely to motorcycles. You 
can be on the short end of just so 
many 8-1 votes before, to paraphrase 
Emo Philips, it simply isn’t worth it 
to chew through the leather straps. 

 
But, you ask, are there no ostensi-

bly charitable activities that do fea-
ture bikes? How about Toys for Tots, 
for instance. What’s wrong with a 
bunch of fat boys on Fat Boys lum-
bering down the highway at 17 mph 
with leather saddle bags stuffed with 
Malibu Stacy dolls? Hey, it’ll make 
the local news at six. Plus there’s the 
good will aspect, except that almost 
certainly will be drowned out by a 
legion of thundering drag pipes. Put-
ting that aside, and apart from the 
slightly smirking and self-
congratulatory aspect of it all, what’s 
not to like? 

 
Similarly, there’s the heartwarm-

ing Pediatric Brain Tumor Founda-
tion, created by Mike Traynor in 
1991. The PBTF is the sponsor of the 
Ride for Kids, an activity that prom-
ises something for the whole family: 
Motorcycles, children with brain tu-
mors, and the vague suggestion that if 
we all kick in a few bucks we can 
help a researcher with a beaker in a 

The View From The Bunker. Part 153:It begins At Home By Bob Higdon 
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laboratory eradicate neoplasms 
from the planet. A clear win-win-
win, no? 

 
Maybe, but like Toys for Tots, 

you first have to ignore the ele-
mental fact that the Ride for Kids 
isn’t any more philosophically 
linked to a motorcycle than it is to 
a ten-speed bike, a skateboard, or 
a Pershing tank. The vehicle you 
show up with isn’t the sine qua 
non of the exercise; raising cubic 
dollars is the purpose. And, with 
three Traynors serving as presi-
dent, secretary, and executive di-
rector of the foundation, one thing 
seems clear: If the Ride weren’t 
taking care of the kids, it would at 
least be taking care of the 
Traynors. 

 
Let me be as clear as I can be 

here. I’m not objecting to these 
gatherings. I’m not saying that 
they serve no purpose. I’m not ad-
vocating that they be boycotted or 
shunned. I’m merely pointing out 
that they’ve attached themselves 
to motorcycles because for a vari-
ety of reasons it’s good business 
for them to do so. But you don’t 
need a motorcycle to take toys to 
tots or to raise money for brain 
cancer research. Remove the bike 
from these events and nothing of 
substance changes. They will go 
on in one form or another, much 
as the March of Dimes — organ-
ized in 1938 to find a cure for po-
lio — resolutely marches on 55 
years after the development of the 
Salk vaccine. 

 
But the motorcycle is the exis-

tential soul of other organizations. 
Eliminate the bike from the 

American Motorcyclist Association, 
for example, and the entity would 
cease to exist. The bike is its very 
heart, and right now that organ is hav-
ing a few arrhythmias. Rob Dingman, 
AMA’s new president, has been tak-
ing incoming fire almost without re-
lief for more than six months. He has 
shaken up a tired, unfocused bureauc-
racy, sent old-timers out to pasture, 
and spun off the racing program in 
order to concentrate on what AMA 
does best: Guarding our collective 
moto interests. If you’re a rider 
there’s nothing — nothing — more 
important than that, not Christmas in 
April or Barbie dolls or occipital as-
trocytomas. 

 
Then there’s the Ride-to-Work 

program, the creation of Aerostich 
CEO Andy Goldfine. Here is an an-
nual activity whose sole focus is on 
the benefits of commuting by motor-
cycle and that supports all motorcy-
clists directly without costing them a 
shiny nickel. For years through media 
blitzes about RTW, Goldfine has re-
lentlessly tried to raise the public’s 
awareness and consciousness about 
motorcycles, a self-financed effort 
with no downside component and no 
cynical purpose. If motorcyclists have 
a better friend than the shy, thought-
ful man from Duluth, I haven’t met 
that person. 

 
My mathematically oriented 

friends are hopping up and down at 
this juncture, arguing that this isn’t a 
zero sum game. Riding for kids does-
n’t exclude riding to work, they say. 
You can do both. I know. But none of 
us has unlimited time or resources. 
We have to pick and choose where 
we spend what little we do have. My 
guess is that it’s easier and cheaper to 

go for a toy run than to write a check 
to AMA or to ask Andy if he needs 
any help. So in that sense it might be 
one or the other after all. 

 
For me these choices aren’t diffi-

cult ones to make. No one will much 
care whether you show up at the next 
toy run, but in my view supporting 
AMA is critical to the survival of the 
sport. Riding to work in combination 
with a million other bikers is a state-
ment of serious intention with poten-
tially seismic consequences. Toys can 
wait; motorcycle rights and aware-
ness can’t. Anything else is delusion. 

 
I’ll be holed up in the bunker for 

the next eight months or so, waiting 
for the hate mail 
(higdon@ironbutt.com) to subside. 
Around Christmas, when it’s safe to 
venture out again, I’ll head down to 
the mall and check out the crew of 
Spanish dancers. I do love their uni-
forms and the way they bang those 
tambourines around. 

 
This article originally appeared in "On the 

Level," the magazine of the BMW Riders Asso-
ciation, in the spring of 2008 and is used with 
the permission of the magazine and the author. 

 
******************************
PRESIDENTS NOTE: 
Since this is a very important subject to 
the club, I'm soliciting everyone's com-
ments.  Please send your comments to me 
via email at president@bmwbmw.org.  I 
plan to start a thread on the BMWBMW 
forums and will post your comments NOT 
YOUR NAME on the boards for further 
discussion.  If you prefer to post your 
name, please log on to the forums and 
post your comments.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call or email 
me anytime.  Thank you very much for 
your time on this important  
matter.   
Sincerely, Tina Fraembs, BMWBMW 
President. 
************************** 

The View From The Bunker. Part 153:It begins At Home By Bob Higdon 
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As they told the 
story in the riders' 
meeting, they ini-
tially thought it was 
a good idea, but 
soon realized an 
uphill jump near 
the finish wasn't 
the best plan. Al-
though they urged 
the riders to go 
around the jump, 
David -- a veteran 
motocrosser -- chose to make the 
jump anyway.  
 
At the end of the first lap, he made a 
spectacular jump that 
wowed the crowd. 
On the second lap, he 
landed a little off and 
injured his back, ap-
parently compressing 
his spine. He finished 
the lap, but then had 
to withdraw because 
of the pain. He was 
still holding second 
place when he with-
drew. Despite the DNF, the bike at-
tracted lots of attention from other 
riders and spectators.  
 
April 19 will be the second race in 
the series. Upcoming race dates in-
clude May 24 and June 7 in the 
Tidewater area, and June 14 less 
than an hour from Morton's BMW. 
You can check on David's progress 
through our web site. We'll be orga-
nizing rides to some of the closer 

venues, as David makes his way 
all over Virginia for the Virginia 
Championship Hare Scrambles 

Series. Many of you regularly turn 
out to watch Nate 
Kern race for us at 
tracks in the area; we 
urge anyone inter-
ested in seeing 
BMW race off-road 
to join us for even 
more action in the 
dirt.  
 

For race schedule info, go to 
http://www.vchss.org. For group 
ride information, go to http://
www.mortonsbmw.com/events.html. 

Morton’s Digs Dirt By Steve Anderson 
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“The Philanthropic Motorcy-
clist” – Why We Moto  Pt. 2 

 
Last month, I told you how we got 
involved and what we do.  Now, I’ll 
tell you why we do it. 

 
The short answer: You know some-
one who is battling breast cancer (or 
any cancer) or you have lost some-
one.  You are supporting and/or hon-
oring them. 

 
The long answer: A small niche of 
motorcycle riders has found a hid-
den gem in the motorcycling com-
munity.  The possibility of combin-
ing two great interests: charity 
(volunteering) and motorcycle rid-
ing.  You are a Type-A personality.  
You have nothing else to do that 
weekend and all your other riding 
friends are doing the event.    Maybe 
you just like high-fives and/or hugs. 

 
No matter where you fall into 
‘why’, the reasons do cross.  I 
barely fall into the short answer and 
I fall 100% into the long answer.   
My point is you don’t have to have 
suffered a loss to do any event.  
Maybe just the cause is the reason to 
participate or just like the social as-
pect of it.  It doesn’t matter why.  
Moto takes all kinds. But does the 
event take you? 

 
It is easier to tell you who doesn’t fit 
in to the team.  We are extroverts 
during the events.  We have to be, to 
interact with the walkers and deal 
with the non-participants.  We had 
one guy who, at the end of the event 
as the walkers are approaching the 
closing ceremonies and the entire 
Moto team is cheering them on and 

in, this one guy is sitting by him-
self, almost sleeping.  He doesn’t 
seem to be enjoying himself and is 
certainly not interacting with the 
team or walkers.  We tried getting 
him involved, but he wasn’t inter-
ested.  He never returned to Moto.  
Moto wasn’t for him. 

 
Some think “motorcycle safety” 
means they will be riding their 
bikes all day and are sorely disap-
pointment when they find out 
they’ll be riding their soles all day 
instead.  They’ve actually com-
plained about it.  Moto is not for 
them. 

 
It is not for everyone and it is hard 
work.  You are not riding your mo-
torcycle a lot. You are on your feet 
for 8 to 10 hours.   You are dealing 
with angry motorists and all the 
weather the DC-area can throw at 
you.  There is zero pay.  If you like 
this…Moto is for you. 

 
If you can suffice on the verbal 
“thanks” or a passing high-five 
from a total stranger, this is the op-
portunity for you.   It’s impossible 
to have this much fun and not share 
it.  We try frequently to get new 
Moto, but do understand you may 
have other priorities….and that’s 
ok. But, if you want to try some-
thing new, want to tell your honey 
that you will be volunteering all 
weekend, helping 3000 walkers 
traverse 60-miles of Washington 
Metropolitan roads…while enjoy-
ing your motorcycle… Moto is for 
you. 

 
The AIDS rides (see last month’s 
edition) and the Breast Cancer 

events are the largest, continuous 
events we’ve been involved in. (If 
you want to ride more then work 
intersections, check out the Aids 
Rides, or other bicycle events.) 
These events could be from 1 to 7 
days long. The longer the event is…
the more Moto bonds with the par-
ticipants.  And over the years and 
repeated events, many Moto still 
remain friends with the participants.  
We’ve run into participants from 
the DC area in Atlanta, Charlotte, 
Philadelphia and Montreal.  That 
increased the bond…. 

 
Over the years, we’d do two or 
three walks and rides a year, so that 
allowed us to see the participants 
and allowed the Moto team to bond 
even more…  Lots of bonding… 
That bonding is part of why we 
continue to Moto.  We trust each 
other to have our backs and the par-
ticipants trust us to take their well-
being seriously. 

 
Moto is just fun.  It’s one of the 
most vocal teams, and is the most 
visible team.  The walkers see Moto 
at least 40 times a day…and that 
doesn’t count the ride-bys and our 
usual lineup leaving or returning to 
camp or closing.  (Why 40? Aver-
age team size x number of assign-
ments). Most other teams have cos-
tumes.  We don’t do that as it could 
interfere with the safe operating of 
our motorcycles and it distracts 
from the seriousness of our interac-
tions with motorists.  I’m less likely 
to take you serious if you are wear-
ing a poodle skirt with Mickey 
Mouse gloves, pink fuzzy bunny 
slipper and a coconut bra.   

Continued on page 22… 

REPO’S FLUFF 
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like more 
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride 
one weekend, call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder 
email come to you the week before the 
breakfast, send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on 
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your 
left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-
347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to 
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward 
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 
south for 6.5 miles.  The restaurant is on 
the left. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who 

meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web 
message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is 
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or 
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums 

 
 

   

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

Here’s your chance to serve the club.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more 
about how you can help. 

. 
May 16, 2009 BMWBMW General Membership Meeting R.E.I. Falls Church, 
VA 
June 5-7, 2009 BMWBMW Square Route Rally 
July 12, 2009 BMWBMW General Membership Meeting Fuddruckers, Herndon, 
VA 
July 16-19, 2009 BMWMOA Rally Johnson City, TN. 
July 23-26, 2009 BMWRA Rally Canaan Valley Resort, WV. 
August 15, 2009 BMWBMW General Membership Meeting Bob’s BMW Jessup, 
MD 

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED 
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events: 
 www.bmwbmw.org/node/17 
June 20, 2009 Don Catterton’s  Severna Park, Md 
August     Open Road Outfitters, Sterling, Va 
September Dual tech day, Jim Smith, Southern, Md and Rick Blanc, Southern Md 
just north of Leesburg, Va 
October 24, 2009 Wes “Chiba” Fleming’s Annandale, Va 
December 13, 2009 Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, Md (also membership meeting) 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

BREAKFAST RIDES 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn 
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 38.0863’ / 
W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  
21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, 
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. 
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on 
your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and 
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on 
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.  
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  24.9358’. 
 
EUBMW - 3025 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  22314. 
571-294-2386 . From I-395, take Duke Street East to a 
right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin St. 
Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, 
take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then same as above.  
N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 
Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 

 
 
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at 
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. 
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 
42.6646'. 

Club T-shirt Sale!! 
 
We are having a sale on previous year rally t-shirts. 

$10 each (limited sizes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Christine 
(sales@bmwbmw.org) for more info.  
Also check out www.cafepress.com/bmwbmw for 
more great club merchandise. 

DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

FS: 1993 BMW K75, 161k mi, silk blue, Parabellum fairing w/16"+10" screens, fork boots, f/r EBC floating ro-
tors, f/r running lights, heated grips, Sargent seat, BMW tank bag & saddle bags, full winter service com-
plete, Wilbers shock $3500 /bo, OR w/Works shock $3000 /bo.  contact Ken @ 540-869-0183 or                    
eichhors@visuallink.com for more information / pictures.  

Members Marketplace 
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REPO’S FLUFF 

That’s funny, don’t get me wrong, but 
Moto can be a high stress team.  I 
want that car to stop…not be staring 
at my “out-plants”. 

 
Over the years and events, particularly 
the breast cancer events, the DC Moto 
team bonded with a couple:  
“Mohawk Man and wife”…because at 
the time we didn’t know her name and 
he had a Mohawk.  They were always 
connected walking hand-in-hand.  A 
very outgoing couple and the entire 
Moto team took them under our wing.  
Dale and Monica…we eventually 
found out their names.  And, we 
learned that Monica was battling 
breast cancer.  Dale would shave his 
head shortly before every walk.  
When Monica first started treatment, 
in a show of solidarity, Dale and their 
sons shaved their heads. 

 
The last event we saw Monica two 
years ago, her cancer had at metasta-
sized and her doctor told her to limit 
her walking to 5 miles a day.  We saw 
Monica and Dale early…walking 
hand-in-hand as usual.  Later in the 
day, we see Dale…walking alone.  
Our hearts sink….  “Where is your 
other hand?” someone asks.  Dale tells 
us about the cancer returning and that 
Monica wore herself out and had to 
rest.  We were saddened, and did what 
we could to boost Dale; word spread 
among the team to give him a little 
extra attention along the route. 

 
Monica slowly lost her battle to can-
cer.  Dale had been sharing their life, 
her treatment and eventual death on 
their website.  We heard all the great 
days and the horrible days with 
thumbs up/down signs.  A good day 
had Monica leaving the house, headed 
to Wendy’s for a Frosty, followed by a 

horrible day because that minor ef-
fort put out for that Frosty used all 
her strength.  Dale shared the ugly 
side of watching a spouse die, of 
the sons seeing their mother slowly 
deteriorate.  Dale asked at one point 
for a Moto ride-by at the house, but 
we never could get our act together 
before she died. 

 
Then we heard that Monica died 
(some of us read about her battle on 
their website and knew it was com-
ing soon), we were struck.  I have-
n’t lost anyone to breast cancer (and 
never dealt with a long term ill-
ness).  Many of the DC Moto team 
attended her memorial service.  As 
the memorial wrapped up, we 
pulled a friend of Dale’s aside and 
asked him to bring Dale and sons 
out front in a few minutes. The 
Moto team was going to give that 
salute we never got to before 
Monica lost her battle.  There we 
were, our rag-tag mix of bikes and 
people…saying goodbye to some-
one we barely knew, but had be-
come the face of breast cancer (for 
some….for me).  We made three 
laps of the rather large parking lot, 
honking and bleeping our collective 
throttles.  It seemed the entire group 
of attendees ended up outside as we 
made our final lap and waved good-
bye. 

 
How do I recover from that…in this 
article and in real life????  How do 
we move on and stay motivated to 
do our little part in fighting any dis-
ease and finding a cure?    We use 
humor.  Always have, always will.  
We remember the sad times.  We 
remember the friends and family 
we’ve lost.  We remember the ones 
still fighting or fighting again.  We 

look at the kids that come and sup-
port their mom or dad.  We look to 
each other for support….and we do 
this: 

 
We sometimes entertain ourselves 
(note the people in the back – we 
are numb to our own shenanigans.) 

We sometimes get to give direc-
tions to the mother of a famous per-
son.  Any guesses? 

(Hint: She was looking for a 
museum around Dupont Circle.) 

 
Some like to role play: Though we 

think Alby 
isn’t ‘playing’ 
anymore. 
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About the Author: 
  
Karen ‘repo’ McGinn is an Internal Auditor and lives in Baltimore 

MD.  She purchased her 2000 BMW R1100RT in 2005.  You do the 
math.  

single complaint.  When someone asked for help, 
there were too many hands to lend aid. 

 
The End. 

REPO’S FLUFF 

We sometimes park 
illegally.  Hi Kermit! 
 
And, what is fun-
nier…the girl with 
the rolled up jeans 
and blue tights, who 
turned herself in the 
light post to 
 hold the sign, or the 
giant bald guy in the 
kilt at Dupont Cir-
cle? 
 
But, we are really 
just a bunch of kids 
who couldn’t stop 
playing in the 
streets: 

  
No matter the smiles and good times you see in those 
pictures, we have cried with and for the walkers and 
our teammates who have lost a loved one.  That is 
why we Moto. 

 
A friend once described his return to civilization after 
a 3-day AIDS ride.  He was standing in line at the gro-
cery store, hadn’t even made it home yet.  He was 
sweaty, tired and sore.  He stood thinking silently…”I 

just had this awe-
some weekend and 
the people in front of 
me complaining 
about have no clue.  
All they talk about is 
‘me me me.’” 

 
That’s what it feels 
like, returning to the 
real world after an 
event.  You’ve just 
helped safely move 
3,000 people over 60 miles…or 500 miles, with not a 

mailto:anton@largiader.com
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 

www.bmwbmw.org

