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Between the Spokes, the monthly 
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington, is published 
solely for the use of its members. Any 
copying and/or duplication of any of its 
contents without the written permission of 
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. 

 
Advertising: Classified ads are free to 

BMWBMW members and will run for two 
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad 
rates at: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org/advertising. 
We request that display advertisements be 
submitted electronically no later than the 
10th day of the month preceding the month 
of publication. 

Deadlines and Submissions: All 
submissions must be received by the editor 
no later than the 10th day of the month 
preceding the month of publication. 

 
Rick Przybylski,  
editor@bmwbmw.org 
 
Wes “Chiba” Fleming 
Roving Reporter 
wes13@mac.com 
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Don Catterton 
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Severna Park, MD 21146 
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BMWBMW is chartered as  
BMWRA Club No. 15 and  
BMWMOA Club No. 40. 
 

Find us on the Internet at: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org 
 
Front Cover Photo:  
Wes Fleming inspecting himself at the holiday 
party. 
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 Mexico pictures are courtesy of 
 Henry Neuman, Iowa City, IA. 

 

President: Tina Fraembs 
president@bmwbmw.org 
C: (703)835-2847 
 
Vice-President/Rally Chair 
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Secretary: Ron Plichta 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
C: (571)212-9443 

Treasurer: Elsie Smith 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
W:  (301)774-3622 

Membership: Don Catterton 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
H: (443)829-6539 

Newsletter: Rick Przybylski 
editor@bmwbmw.org 
C: (443)506-9566 

Gov. Affairs: Steve Willis 
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Rides: Ed Phelps 
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2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

By Maria Vandergucht (Club VP and Rally Chairperson) 
 
The Square Route Rally will be here before you know it!!  For new 

members, the Square Route Rally is the club’s annual, weekend long 
event.  For 2009, the rally will be held June 5-7, 2009.  The rally in-
cludes, seminars, rides, prizes, beer, food, vendors and lots and lots of 
FUN!!!  But this event needs people just like YOU to make it happen. 

 
We’re always looking for volunteers to help with the rally.  We can 

use your help whether you have a lot of time to share or only a little.  No 
matter whether you want to help out up front, during or after the rally – 
all help is needed and appreciated!! 

 
Our rally promises to be the perfect start to your rally season. High-

lights include a scavenger hunt, a GS ride and a Hare-and-Hound ride. 
As always, we’ll have tech seminars and speakers. Our caterer returns 
with the traditional chili dinner on Friday evening and dinner on Satur-
day. All this and more for the unbelievable price of $32 (in advance) for 
adults. We’ll also have beer on tap and the caterer serving food all week-
end for a nominal fee.    Continued on page 9... 

2009 Square Route Rally Info. 
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By Tina Fraembs 
 
Happy Valentines Day to all my sweet members!! 
 
February is a month full of love and hope for a lot 

of people, but for me, it’s a month of excitement that 
spring is just a few weeks away.  I love spring, every-
thing coming into bloom and the riding is a little more 
comfortable.  I don’t mind riding in the cold (it’s eas-
ier to warm up then cool off) so the winter riding isn’t 
that bad. 

 
I’m excited for a new year of riding and a new (or 

partially new) BOD.  I met with the board members to 
discuss planning for the current year.  We set the 
schedule, tossed out ideas and planned for upcoming 
events.  I was very pleased with the outcome and the 
excitement this BOD is bringing to the club this year!  
We have the schedule planned out and it is attached in 
the BTS for you to pull out and hang on your wall.  
I’m hoping with the advanced planning, attendance 
will be higher. 

 
The planning for the Square Route Rally is already 

under way.  If you are able to help, please be sure to 
get in contact with Maria. 

 
We are also looking for ideas for speakers, demon-

strations or fun places for a meeting.  I would also 
like to plan some weekend trips, so if you know of 
any cool places to go, let me know.  I think it would 
be fun to do a few “club weekend trips.” 

 
As always, please feel free to email or call me any 

time.  I’m always up for hearing new ideas!! 
 
Take Care and Ride Safely! 
Tina Fraembs, President 

  
 
 
 

By Rick Przybylski 
 
   This February marks a year from when I took 

over the BTS. I hope you  have enjoyed what I have 
done with it and I thank all those who have contrib-
uted to it. Please keep the articles coming!  

 
We are getting ready for the Square Route Rally so 

we will need lots of help. I will be co-chairing the 
rally this year so if you want to help or have any 
ideas, feel free to email me (editor@bmwbmw.org) or  
Maria (vp@bmwbmw.org) with your suggestions. We 
will be providing info every month in the BTS about 
what will be happening so stay tuned. 

 
Ride safe and Happy New Year! 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
 
 

RAP & RIDE TWO BITTS 

WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Don’t forget to check us out on the 

web. We will be posting lots of info on the 
2009 Square Route Rally so stop by and see 
what’s going on! 

www.bmwbmw.org/forums
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By Don Catterton 

 
Membership Report as of January 01, 2009 
 
Members 468 
    418 Active 
    50 Associate 
 
Renewing Members: 20 
 12 Active 
 3 Associate 
 
New Members: 4 
  
 Joining BMWBMW are John Nash, New Mar-

ket, MD; Gene Freund, Ellicott City, MD and Adam 
Cobb, Alexandria, VA. 

 
        To all of the new members, let me be one of 

the first to welcome you all to the club.  I look for-
ward to our meeting at future club events and encour-
age your involvement in the BMWBMW message 
boards.  In addition, send me a photo of you and your 
bike with a short bio for publication in the BTS. 

        
Thanks for joining BMWBMW! 
 
Welcome to the club, one and all! 
 
 eBTS NOTICE!  eBTS is the norm for all mem-

bers unless requested otherwise!  If you are unable to 
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or 
email Don Catterton. 

 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
phone 443-829-6539  
membership@bmwbmw.org  

Membership Considering A Motorcycle By Jim Ford 

This is the season of the motorcycle shows. Attend 
one and you'll be amazed at the selection. There 
are myriad makes and models to choose from.   Folks 
who frequent The Rider's Workshop tend to be of the 
back road bomber, sport-touring persuasion, so allow 
me to make some suggestions about this genre of mo-
torcycle. 

  
If you are thinking about purchasing a sport-

touring motorcycle, consider this: Purchase a motor-
cycle that was engineered to be most conducive to 
the roads you most like to ride. If you enjoy the 
challenges of motorcycling over hill and dale, hither 
and yon, then purchase a motorcycle that facilitates 
your ability to ride these roads. 

  
Once in the market, be cautious. There is a crazy 

trend in the industry toward over-building sport-
touring motorcycles. These bikes, all shiny and new 
on the showroom floor, are enticing. They're also    
sirens. Many have too much weight, too much go-go, 
and frankly don't handle that well in the curves. 

  
Here's why: 
  
Motorcycles have fairings, streamlined or not. 

Unless you mostly ride straight ahead at high speed, a 
fairing is unnecessary. You ride in weatherproof riding 
gear, don't you? We practically cocoon ourselves into 
jacket and pants, gloves and boots that are wind and 
waterproof.  We're wearing a personal body fairing! 
Therefore, between 35 mph and say, 70 mph, a real 
fairing only adds weight, which heavies up steering 
and diminishes control. Like a disappointing x-rated 
partner: sexy, but lousy in the rack. 

  
What is absolutely necessary is a good windshield 

that effectively keeps wind off your chest and away 
from your helmet.   There is a cottage industry of 
well-built windshields to research.  

  
And personally, I always use earplugs. The 1979 

Hurt Report states categorically that long-term motor-
cycling is detrimental to hearing and creates hearing 
loss. 

  
 Continued on page 7… 
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My Year of Firsts ’08  (Continued from January BTS) By  Tina Fraembs 

.  That place was HUGE!!!  A 
lot of bikers were running around 
as this just happened to end the 
week of “Oktoberfest”!  The store 
was stocked with every motorcycle 
thing imaginable, and I bought a 
few gifts (of course).  Then off to 
Daytona Beach. 

 
As it happened, I messed up on 

the schedule and didn’t realize that 
Nate was RACING on Sunday.  
There was no way that he could 
have been racing.  After all, he had 
just returned from South Africa 
about a week and a half before and 
was recovering from a huge racing 
accident that he had over there.  A 
man with 6 broken ribs and a col-
lapsed lung, you don’t actually 
think he could race??  Yeah, I 
should have known, Nate would 
RACE!!!  Does this guy have cour-
age, dedication, and skill (not to 
mention questionable judgment!)  
or what? But I missed it!  Nate did 
great (of course), and I caught up  
to him after the race and visited for 
a while before heading to the 
awards banquet. 

 
It was a nice dinner.  I visited 

with Jeff and Hanna 
Massey from Morton’s 
BMW, along with Jim 
Doyle from Kansas, 
who also drove down to 
help Nate that weekend.   
It was a neat experience 
to hear about the other 
racers and their accom-
plishments for the year.  
Also, a very proud mo-
ment to be a fan and 
friend of Nate Kern, the 
ONLY BMW rider rac-
ing and kicking BUTT!! 

Monday morning, slept in a little 
and then hit the road.  Slabbed the 
whole way back as I had to be back 
at work on Wednesday and I didn’t 
really want to rush the trip unduly 
by fitting in another round of 
scenic and winding roads.  Did 
about 500 miles and stopped 
near Smithfield, North Caro-
lina.  It was an early night, but 
it was nice to relax and have a 
good meal.  Tuesday, there 
was a little frost on the bikes 
but nothing too bad.  Back on 
the road, and I was feeling 
anxious to get home.  It’s al-
ways nice to go on vacation, 
but there’s always that good 
feeling of “going home.”  
Tuesday was another easy day.  I 
arrived home around 2pm and just 
collapsed.  I was so happy about the 
trip!! 

 
My exciting trip was over, and 

the GPS was telling me that I had 
done over 2,000 miles in my 4 ½ 
days of riding and having fun!!!  
This was a great trip and gave me a 
lot to think about!  Like, when can I 
go again, where should I go next, 
what sites do I want to see again, 

sooooo many things and sooo little 
vacation time!!!  I need to win the lot-
tery!!   (I guess I may have to actually 
buy one of those tickets if I expect to 
win something.) 

Finally, to end my year of “Firsts,” 
I attended the Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra concert in December.  It was a 
birthday present to myself and some-
thing else that I’ve wanted to do for 
quite some time.  I asked Ray 
Sufczynscki, another friend from the 
club to go with me and we both en-
joyed the concert. 

 
You know, my Year of Firsts is a 

good example of why this club has so 
much to offer.  Great friends, great 

support and good times!  I can’t 
count the number of times that I 
met with members, went riding 
with them, share meals and sto-
ries, got advice and reassurance, 
and felt welcomed and appreci-
ated.  And I can’t wait to see 
what 2009 has in store for me and 
what adventures I may try to ac-
complish!  Hmmmm, isn’t the 
MOA in Tennessee this year?  I 
see another great riding adventure 
forming! 
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Considering A Motorcycle By Jim Ford 

Here's another consideration 
against fancy fairings. When you 
drop your bike (sorry, but you will) 
fairings are painfully expensive to 
fix. I've seen the tears. Often a   
naked bike shows no worse for 
wear after it's been sideways.     
Believe me, I know. I'm an expert 
at dropping my motorcycle!  

 
 
Motorcycles have glorious 

power plants. I love revving the 
engine and shifting gears for pre-
cise control over a wide range of 
back road environments.  I can   
motor for miles in 2nd and 3rd 
gear, or I can pick up the groove in 
4th.   For 195,000 and 107,000 
miles, I enjoyed running 70 hp and 
85 hp motorcycles respectively 
throughout their rpm range in 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, and almost all of 4th 
gear.  

  
Recently I rode a buddy's 155 

hp motorcycle. I'm not so sure I 
liked the additional power. It     
prevented me from using the full 
breadth and scope of the engine in 
each of the gears like I used to. I 
could no longer spin 2nd gear all 
the way up, snick into 3rd and spin 
up high. Man, I was going too fast! 
Sure I could run the bike in 3rd 
gear, but I didn't have the confi-
dence of taut engine brak-
ing.  Restricted to 2nd gear, I was! 
On back roads, forget about the up-
per two gears. Unless I was motor-
ing a straightaway or interstate, I 
hardly used them.  

  
No question it's more fun to 

giddy-up and gallop a slow bike 
than it is to ride a fast bike simi-
larly. The former takes skill, the 

latter is foolishness. The former of-
ten isn't all that fast, the latter is a 
speeding ticket (or worse) which ain't 
no fun at all.  

  
Finally, I like the Zen. I strive to 

become "one" with the bike - a 
mythological centaur is my exemplar. 
Then the motorcycle melts away 
and it's as if my mind, alone, is      
flying.  At any speed, just a thought 
of counter-steer, and as one, around a 
curve we disappear.  If we get into a 
tight spot, I know I can push myself 
around, or lift myself up as the case 
need be.  

  
If you are considering the pur-

chase of a sport-tourer, I suggest you 
rethink streamlined, sexy, and fast. 
Instead consider a relatively light 
weight, light handling, lower horse-
power motorcycle that has a reputa-
tion for comfort and excellent han-
dling. Comfort keeps you that way 
during the last hour of a long ride, 
and super handling keeps confident 
your motorcycling self, and memo-
ries sweet in your mind long after 
your machine is 
put away. 

  

See you in Third 
Gear. 

  
Respectfully,  
 
Jim Ford 
 

BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

One Forty-fourth of an Iron 

Butt Rally! 

Have you ever fancied yourself 
competing in the Iron Butt Rally? 
Overwhelmed at the thought of rid-
ing for 11 straight days, averaging 
1,000 miles a day while searching 
for strange things and trying to 
consistently follow a bunch of 
rules? Just curious about how such 
an event is run? Or maybe you’re 
just looking for something fun to 
do on Saturday afternoon during 
the Square Route Rally? Well, 
Miss Kitty has just the thing for 
you! 

I am planning a Scavenger Hunt 
for attendees of this year’s Square 
Route Rally. The Hunt will be 
similar in format to the Iron Butt 
Rally, but MUCH MUCH MUCH     
 Continued on page 10... 

Scavenger Hunt  By Nancy 
Oswald 

mailto:anton@largiader.com
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BMWBMW 2009 Meetings & Events Schedule 
 

February 8  BMWBMW Meeting/Tech Day 
     -Mark Hogan’s—Ashton, MD 
 
March 14     BMWBMW Meeting—Mortons—Fredricksburg, VA 
 
April 5         BMWBMW Meeting--Battley Cycles--Gaithersburg, MD
 
 May 16               BMWBMW Meeting—R.E.I.—Falls Church, VA 
 
June 5-7  BMWBMW Square Route Rally—Thurmont, MD 
 
July 12   BMWBMW Meeting—Fuddruckers—Herndon, VA 
 
August 15  BMWBMW Meeting—Bob’s BMW—Jessup, MD 
 
September 13 BMWBMW Club Picnic—Summit Point, WV 
 
October 2-4  BMWBMW Oktoberfest—Thurmont, MD 
      Membership Meeting on Sunday. 
 
November 14 BMWBMW Meeting—Chili’s—Tyson’s Corner, VA 
 
December 13 BMWBMW Meeting—Battley’s—Gaithersburg, MD 

Mark your calendars!! 
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If you’d like to join the rally 
committee, please shoot me an 
email at vp@bmwbmw.org,  or send 
me a PM on the message boards to 
Maria V.  Please be sure to give me 
your name, phone number and email 
address so that I can get in touch 
with you! 

2009 Square Route Rally 
Info. 

2009 Square Route Rally 
Logo Design 

We are looking for a few good 
members to help us design the logo 
for the 2009 Square Route Rally. Go 
to www.bmwbmw.org/forums and 
head to the 2009 Rally thread and 
post your designs. You can also 
email your designs to the rally chair, 
Maria, at vp@bmwbmw.org. We 
have received a lot great ideas so far 
(see a few below) but we are still 
working on it so send us your stuff! 

www.eubmw.com
mailto:eubme@starpower.net
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shorter! In other words, you will 
be given a list of bonus locations 
with corresponding point values. 
Your goal is to gather as many 
points as you can within the rules 
of the rally. All participants must 
be registered for the Square 
Route Rally – there is no addi-
tional charge, but you must pre-
register for the Scavenger Hunt – 
which means you need to pre-
register for the rally as well! Reg-
istration is very simple – after you 
have registered (and paid) for the 
Square Route Rally, email me, the 
Mistress, at gskitty@comcast.net, 
and tell me that you’d like to par-
ticipate in the Scavenger Hunt. 
Once I verify your registration in 
the rally, I’ll email you some infor-
mation about the event and include 
you in a group distribution list to 
discuss the Scavenger Hunt. 

All riders (and passengers) will 
be required to complete a self-
inspection form and waiver prior to 
participating in the Scavenger Hunt. 
Copies of these documents will be 
made available to you soon after you 
register so that you have time to re-
view them prior to your arrival at the 
Square Route Rally. 

Approximately one week before 
the event, I will send registered rid-
ers a list of bonus locations and their 
associated point values.  I will NOT 
tell you what you need to do when 
you get there at this point.  Full de-
tails will be provided at the Square 
Route Rally.  You are free to use the 
information given to come up with a 
route that you think will get you 
more points than the other riders par-
ticipating.  Keep in mind that in ad-

dition to the bonus listing, there 
could be ‘wild card’ bonii that you 
won’t know about until you get your 
complete rally pack! 

We will have an organizational 
meeting and question and answer 
session on the Friday night of the 
Square Route Rally.  It is the rider’s 
responsibility to be there or have an-
other rider who is participating in the 
event present who will fill you in on 
what was discussed.  Self-inspection 
and release forms are due to me by 
the conclusion of the organizational 
meeting on Friday night.  In other 
words, if you aren’t going to be 
there, you need to get the forms to 
me ahead of time. 

 Continued on next page... 

Scavenger Hunt  By Nancy Oswald 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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Treasurer’s Report 

It is critical to note - All registrations for the rally 
and Scavenger Hunt must be received no later than 
May 15 to participate in the Scavenger Hunt. 

The schedule is as follows:  

5/15/09 Scavenger Hunt Registration closes  
6/5/09 8:00 PM – Meeting with the Mistress, self-

inspection and release forms due  
6/6/09 8:00 AM – Rider’s meeting – Full Scaven-

ger Hunt details distributed during the meeting  
6/6/09 NLT 9:00 AM – Riders depart  
6/6/09 3:00 PM – Riders return (thru 3:30 with 

penalty points)  
6/6/09 3:30 PM – DNF (did not finish) begins  
6/6/09 4:00 PM – Riders must have paperwork 

complete and be ready for scoring  
 

 While a GPS can be very helpful, it is not re-
quired. Paper maps, including a more detailed street 
atlas (similar to DeLorme’s) have worked just fine for 
me in more than one event. There will be photographs 
required to successfully obtain many of the bonus lo-
cations.  These photographs may be in the old skool 
Polaroid format or digital.  It is the rider’s responsibil-
ity to provide me with digital photographs that I will 
retain and may use as I see fit.  The photographs must 
be in JPEG format and viewable on my laptop.  If you 
have any questions about how that may work, please 
ask well in advance so we have time to work some-
thing out.  Other locations may require you to answer 
about something at the location or obtain a receipt/
make a small purchase.  You are expected to actually 
travel to each location and perform the task described.  
You may not work with another individual to obtain 
bonus location. 

Group communication regarding the scavenger 
hunt will take place via email. I can be reached for 
questions about The Scavenger Hunt at 
gskitty@comcast.net. Or, on the club’s message 
board, you are welcome to PM me – my ID is Hello 
Kitty. However, all formal communications from The 
Mistress will take place via email to the entire 

Scavenger Hunt  By Nancy Oswald 

Profit and Loss Statement - Last quarter 
10/1/2008 through 12/31/2008 (Cash Basis) 
 
Category Description 10/1/2008-12/31/2008 
 
INCOME 
2008 Oktoberfest Registration 420.00 
2009 Holiday Party 
     Registration 850.00 
     TOTAL 2009 Holiday Party 850.00 
BTS Advertising 445.00 
Club Sales 
     Inventory -570.49 
     Other Club Sales 83.00 
     TOTAL Club Sales -487.49 
Membership 2,012.50 
TOTAL INCOME 3,240.01 
 
EXPENSES 
Holiday Party 2009 
     DoorPrizes 150.00 
     TOTAL Holiday Party 2009 150.00 
Meetings And Events Committee 80.00 
Membership Expenses 74.98 
Oktoberfest 2008 
     Catering 238.82 
     TOTAL Oktoberfest 2008 238.82 
Paypal Service Charge 38.05 
Postage and Delivery 383.90 
Printing and Reproduction 1,136.89 
TOTAL EXPENSES 2,102.64 
  
OVERALL TOTAL 1,137.37 
 
Checkbook balance as of 12/21/2008: 21,711.89 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elsie Smith, Treasurer 

group. 

Last pointer – the most important skill 
to be successful in the Scavenger Hunt 



January 2009 12 Between the Spokes    ©2008 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

2008 Mileage Contest Results By Tin VonVraken 

Entrant Category 
Mileage 

Grand Total 
Nancy Oswald Female 30714 
Tina Fraembs Female 18659 
Pam Fisher Female 11939 
Elsie Smith Female 10970 
Karen Ager Female 7996 
Maria Vandergucht Female 7084 
      
Bob Higdon Male 91252 
Jeffrey Willis Male 71803 
Paul Mihalka Male 52975 
Chris Barritt Male 26519 
George Falcon Male 26442 
Steve Anderson Male 24513 
Jim Patton Male 19271 
Don Catterton Male 16200 
Ken Eichhorst Male 16123 
Don Graling Male 15897 
Phil Ager Male 14979 
Ed Phelps Male 14928 
Larry Cain Male 10212 
Henry Winokur Male 10209 
Rick Przybylski Male 9565 
Ric Blanc Male 7525 
      
Lou Nalls Side Car 6194 

Stats 
23 Riders – 39 Bikes 
Total Miles Recorded:   519,436 
Average Daily Miles for all riders:  61.87 
Average Daily Miles for Top Rider:  250.01 
 
Mileage by Engine Type 
3 F-Series: 14,238 
15 K Series: 246,714 
19 R Series: 240,339 
2 others: 12,097 
 

Mileage by Model 
1 C (87 K75C): 6,048 
9 GS (2 F-Series): 151,306 
3 GT: 88,003 
6 LT (1 LTC): 87,811 
2 R: 19,023 
10 RT (2 RT-P - 12571, 1 K75RT):72,169 
2 ST (1 F-Series): 26,655 
1 T (86 K75T): 4,178 
4 others – (BMW – 52146 / Other 12097) 
 
Most Bikes Ridden – Bob Higdon – 6 
Most Mileage on 1 Bike – Jeffrey Willis – 07GT – 

71,803 
Oldest Bike recorded – 1983 R100RT – Ed Phelps 
 
(BOLD=Top finishers in each category) 

2009 Holiday Party  By Rick Przybylski 

The 2009 holiday party was held on January 10th at 
the Tyson Corners Marriott. The weather that evening 
was on the crappy side but that did not seem to keep 

folks away. The eve-
ning began with cock-
tails, followed by a 
very nice dinner and 
then club awards and 
finally, a presentation 

by Paul 
Brown. Tim 
VonVraken, 
who runs the 
mileage con-

test for the club, announced 
the 2008 winners. There were no surprises (Results 
are posted on page 12). Nancy Oswald took top fe-
male honors and Bob Higdon took top male honors. 
Drew from Battley Cycles gave special awards to Bob 

My first try at a martini 
(left). It was not bad. 
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Higdon and Paul Mi-
halka for the amazing 
mileage they put on 
their bikes in 2008. 
Steve Willis also 
posted amazing mile-
age as well. Congrats 
to all who partici-
pated. 

 
Tina, our club 
president, an-
nounced the Club 
Member of the 
Year for 2008 was 
Mike Downing 
with honorary 
mention to his 
friend, Janet Cook. 
Those two seem to 
always be helping at many events 
the club has. Congrats and great job! 

 
Ed and Barb Phelps gave out the 
long-awaited prizes from 
Okoberfest. Ed and Barb do a 
great job every year up at Camp 
Westmar providing a delicious 
and authentic German dinner 
(along with Christine’s pancake 
soup) as well as giving out great 
German prizes. Unfortunately, 
the prizes came a little late so 
they gave them out at the holiday 
dinner. Ed also runs the club Great 
States Tour along 
with the Facts And 
Trivia Tour. The 
winners were  
Dawn Douglas, 
Steve Willis, Steve 
Anderson, Don 
Grailing, George 
VanMater and 
George Falcon with  
Lona Soule for the 
two-up award. I 

apolo-
gize if I 
forgot 
anyone. 
Thanks 
to Ed 

and Barb 
and thanks 
for a great 
job! 
 

Paul Brown, the 
club’s official ca-
bana boy, gave a 
PowerPoint pres-
entation on his rid-
ing trip in Austra-
lia. Paul does a 

great job of providing 
an informative and entertaining 
presentation. Thanks Paul, job well 
done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A special thanks goes out 
to Elsie Smith for organiz-
ing the holiday party. The 
location was very nice and 
the food excellent. Hope 
to see you all next year! 

 

The center pieces were quite nice. 

Bob Higdon and 
Paul Milhalka 
receive awards 
from Battley  
Cycles. 

A special table reserved for special people. 
Funny, I was not at this table... 

“I bring my 
own”, says Pam 
 Fisher 

Paul Brown giving his presentation 
about his riding trip in Australia. 

Nancy Oswald appar-
ently has many personali-
ties. (Photo courtesy of 
George Falcon) 

2009 Holiday Party  By Rick Przybylski 

mailto:info@speedscycle.com
www.speedscycle.com
www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
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Road To Real Expedition By  Elsie Smith 

  
This past November, I had another fabulous adven-

ture on my F650GS. 
MotoDiscovery's Road to Real Expedition was the 

inaugural run 
of this 

tour to 
Mexico's Real 
de Catorce. 
After a quick 
summer of 
"Tourateching" 

the bike 
with a lot of 
advice and 
sweat equity 
by friends Ed 
and Ron, I 

headed to 
the start of the 
tour in 
McAllen, TX. 
The ride down 
was five 

lazy 300-mile days to 
Houston. Meeting 
friends Len and Nancy 
led to a couple of days riding in the Hill Country be-

fore the rende-
vous with 
the MotoDiscov-
ery crew and 
expedition rid-
ers. The tour 
was a success 
and, for 2009,  
has been          
expanded an      
additional day.  
Continued on 
next page... 
 

Originally a stock 2006 F650GS, 
the bike has a lot of after-market 
accessories from Touratech,     
CeeBailey 

After traveling about 
13 miles of cobble-
stone streets, a one-
way tunnel is the ac-
cess point to Real. 

www.motorcyclevirginia.com
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This will allow riders to 
stay two nights in Real to do 
some exploring in this fa-
mous old mining town. Fol-
lowing are a few pictures 
from the trip. For more 

information, see http://
www.motodiscovery.com/
tours/mexico/rtrx.html 

and http://
www.realdecatorce.net/ 

 

Road To Real Expedition By  Elsie Smith 

My corner room near 
the top of the hotel in Real 
offered a spectacular eve-
ning view. 

You just can't beat riding 
in the dirt at 6000-9000 
feet with spectacular views 
like this! 

Of course, when you're 
off-road, you never 
know what sort of 
creatures you might 
encounter. 

Even the 
apples 
appear 
bigger 
when 
you're 
in     
Mexico! 

www.battley.com
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like more 
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride 
one weekend, call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder 
email come to you the week before the 
breakfast, send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on 
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your 
left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-
347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to 
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward 
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 
south for 6.5 miles.  The restaurant is on 
the left. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who 

meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web 
message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is 
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or 
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums 

 
 

   

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

Here’s your chance to serve the club.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more 
about how you can help. 

. 
February 8, 2009 BMWBMW General membership meeting. 
March 14, 2009  BMWBMW General Membership Meeting Morton’s BMW 
April 5, 2009  BMWBMW General Membership Meeting REI, Falls Church, VA 
June 5-7, 2009 BMWBMW Square Route Rally 
July 12, 2009 BMWBMW General Membership Meeting Fuddruckers, Herndon, 
VA 
July 16-19, 2009 BMWMOA Rally Gray, TN. 
July 23-26, 2009 BMWRA Rally Canaan Valley Resort, WV. 
August 15, 2009 BMWBMW General Membership Meeting Bob’s BMW Jessup, 
MD 

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED 
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events: 
 www.bmwbmw.org/node/17 
February 8, 2009 Tech Day hosted bt M. Hogan.  
         17617 Sir Galahad Way 
         Ashton, MD 20861  
From Mark: None of my several GPS' or Mapquest for that matter show all of Sir 
Galahad Way. Take Sir Galahad Way all the way to the end, go around the circle 
and then down the private driveway. My house is the whitish one down about 75 
yards with the circular driveway. 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

BREAKFAST RIDES 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn 
left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 38.0863’ / 
W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  
21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, 
MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. 
on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on 
your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and 
Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on 
Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, which will be on your right.  
N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  24.9358’. 
 
Lap's Quality Cycle - 3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 
Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 

 
 
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./
Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right at 
the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. 
Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 
42.6646'. 

Club T-shirt Sale!! 
 
We are having a sale on previous year rally t-shirts. 

$10 each (limited sizes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Christine 
(sales@bmwbmw.org) for more info.  
Also check out www.cafepress.com/bmwbmw for 
more great club merchandise. 

DIRECTIONS AND COORDINATES 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

FS: 1993 BMW K75, 161k mi, silk blue, Parabellum fairing w/16"+10" screens, fork boots, f/r EBC floating ro-
tors, f/r running lights, heated grips, Sargent seat, BMW tank bag & saddle bags, full winter service com-
plete, Wilbers shock $3500 /bo, OR w/Works shock $3000 /bo.  contact Ken @ 540-869-0183 or                    
eichhors@visuallink.com for more information / pictures.  

Members Marketplace 
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REPO’S FLUFF 

About the Author: 
  
Karen 'repo' McGinn is a Legal Recovery Specialist and lives in Baltimore 

MD.  She's been riding for 6 years, but only two years on BMW's, purchasing her 
2000 R1100RT in 2004.   

"Phenomenal" 
  
In a word...a lightning storm we had some time ago was   

phenomenal.  
 
I got stuck at dinner in Fairfax when the storm hit.  My friend 
and I sat out the worst of the thunderstorms watching the Red 
Sox vs. O's game (Sox eventually lost).  
 
At 9pm, when the rain had abated for a good 30 minutes, I     
figured it was time to begin my journey home. Rain gear in 
place, I head for home. Ugh...need gas. But wait! Trusty new 
reflective vest has handy pocket for quick access to credit/debit 
card. Sweet! Gas and go!  
 
Hit I-66 (local interstate) and the temperature is cool, which I 
appreciate because the I'm melting under the rain suit. Also, it's 
not raining...yeah!    However, road was wet, but now has dry 
tracks from the car traffic. I'm in no rush and just plug along at 
about 60mph.  
 
WHAMO! FLASH. BOOM!  
 
Holy cow - that was spectacular! Because of the darkness, I 
couldn't see how cloudy it was. However, as soon as that light-
ning zipped across the sky, I knew I was in for a great ride home. 
Though, my toes were crossed for no rain, as my hands were 
busy guiding the BMW.  
 
The lightning seemed to be settled over DC and north on DC. I 
skirt onto 495N and head to the American Legion Bridge. Traffic 
is relatively light and there is no one around me. The view as I'm 
crossing the bridge is awesome - how the lightning lights up the 
whole skyline of the Potomac River/Great Falls area.  
 

BOOM!  
 
I could barely hear the XM over that one... LOL  
 
CRACK  
 
That bolt was shaped like  ,کbut backwards. And...bright!  

 
Conscience: Hey Repo - remember riding those stories on adv 
about riders being hit by lightening?  
 
Repo: Yes Conscience, I remember.  

 
Conscience: Well...dummy, maybe you should wait this one out? 

 
Repo: But...if I survive this, it'll be a fun thing to write about. 
Besides, when have I ever really listened to you? And why 
should I start now?  
 
Conscience: Ah...yeah.  Good point. Catch ya later...  
 

Repo: Hey Conscience?  
 
Conscience: Yes dummy.  
 
Repo: Did I ever tell you that you sound like Kazoo?  
 
Conscience: I get that all the time.  
 
Repo: Bye Conscience.   

KABOOM!!!!!!!!  
 
So, I make my way around the Roller Coaster of the top side of 
495 (between River Road and Georgia Avenue exits)...and it's 
still not actively raining.  It looks like I'm chasing the storm, as 
the light show is north and east of me. Hmmm, maybe I'll make 
it home without rain? (Thanks....lucky rain suit).  
 
I make the turn onto 95N and the roads are more wet, but no 
rain. I'm closing in on the storm and decide to slow down a hair. 
The lightning is much more active now and when it shoots, I can 
see that the cloud mass is east of 95. The road is also drying up...  
 
"Punch it, Ponch!" 15 miles to home. Will I get rain? The light-
ning is moving east...and the roads remain dry.  
 
Nope - no rain. Home in about an hour....not bad. That nature 

A look at the new K1300S right out of the box. Photo courtesy of Drew 
at Battley Cycles. 
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Club Historian Request  

Not many of you probably know that we have a club historian. Actually those duties fall under the club secre-
tary who is Ron Plichta. Ron is looking to expand that role and he is looking for input from the club members, 
especially you old timers out there. Do you have some old photos of club events? Have an old newspaper clip-
ping about the club? Something from days gone by that is related to the club? If you do, please send Ron an 
email (secretary@bmwbmw.org) letting him know what you have. I am not sure what he has in mind but it 

should be interesting. 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 
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