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Next membership meeting is December 14th at 11:00am.
Battley Cycles
7830 Airpark Rd.
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
BoD Meeting at 10:00am.
Tech Day Following Membership Meeting
December 2008
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Timonium Motorcycle Show

Editor: Rick Przybylski
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming

BMWBMW Decides to Pass on the Timonium Show…

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published
solely for the use of its members. Any
copying and/or duplication of any of its
contents without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
Advertising: Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run for two
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org/advertising.
We request that display advertisements be
submitted electronically no later than the 10th
day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the editor no
later than the 10th day of the month preceding
the month of publication.
Rick Przybylski,
editor@bmwbmw.org

For the past several years, BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington participated at the Timonium Motorcycle Show. For the show, Bob’s BMW would donate booth space for the Club to put up a display promoting BMWBMW and it’s
members. This year, due to the responses I received from members, the BOD has
decided to withdraw from the show in 2009. The BOD and the Club members,
both felt that the show was not beneficial when the time and energy it took to participate in the show were calculated. The Timonium show is a nice event to attend
but we just felt that our time and energy were better spent elsewhere, for example,
dealer open houses.
In an effort to continue our public awareness, the BOD has decided to put forth
more effort in participating in Dealer Open Houses, Club events, and other opportunities that might come along. We are hoping to get the word out earlier about
when these events and how YOU as a club member can participate. If you have
any suggestions on what the club can do to improve the number of volunteers,
please let me know. We are trying to make 2009 an exciting year and we would
love to hear your comments!! Thanks to those who already participate, your efforts
are greatly appreciated!!
If you have comments or questions about upcoming events, please feel free to
email me at president@bmwbmw.org. I would like to hear suggestions on speakers, meeting places, and any other ideas you might have.
Thanks in advance for your input!!!

Wes “Chiba” Fleming
Roving Reporter
wes13@mac.com

Ride Safely,
Tina Fraembs, President

Address Change: Please use the
membership application/address change
form on the newsletter’s last page and
mail to:
Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Tina Fraembs
president@bmwbmw.org
C: (703)835-2847
Vice-President/Rally Chair
Maria Vandergucht
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)346-7669
Secretary: Ron Plichta
secretary@bmwbmw.org
C: (571)212-9443

Find us on the Internet at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org
Front Cover Photo:
Picture of our club president, Tina, while she
rode through Deal’s Gap.

Treasurer: Elsie Smith
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
W: (301)774-3622
Membership: Don Catterton
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: (443)829-6539
Newsletter: Rick Przybylski
editor@bmwbmw.org
C: (443)506-9566
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2008 Committee Chairmen
Gov. Affairs: Steve Willis
government@bmwbmw.org
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)781-7521
W: (410)760-0072
Internet: Jeremy Jones
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
C: (703)615-9329
Sales: Christine Bauer
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: (410)551-7275
Meetings & Events: Curt Dobbs
events@bmwbmw.org
H: (410) 375-9237
Safety: James Monroe
safety@bmwbmw.org
Technical:
tech@bmwbmw.org
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Rap & Ride

Two Bitts

By Tina Fraembs

By Rick Przybylski

The Holiday Season is upon us…..
I can smell the turkey cooking, pies
baking and kids laughing. It’s a fun
time of year!! It’s also a scary time of
year for us motorcyclists. Hunting season has opened
and the animals are on the move! Please be careful
out there!!
I want to thank you, for re-electing me President
for another year. I’ve enjoyed this past year and hope
to have even more fun next year. There are a few
things that we are looking at in order to “spice” things
up a bit. Hopefully, we’ll have more tech days scheduled, fun meeting places and more chances to get together and ride!!! I would love to hear more ideas. If
you would like to see something different next year,
or if you have meeting places that you’d like to suggest, speakers you would like to hear or rides you
would like to take, LET ME KNOW!!! I can’t promise everything, but I love to hear ideas!!
One change we’ve made this year is to skip the Timonium show. We will be having our February meeting at Mark Hogan’s place. Please see the Meetings
and Events section for details. Any place that has an
indoor pool and a huge garage has to be a great place
to have a meeting/tech day!! Thanks Mark!
I hope everyone has a Great Holiday Season!!!
Ride Safely,
Tina Fraembs, President

Congratulations to Tina
Fraembs for being reelected as our
club president and to the others that
were (re)elected to the club officer
positions. I appreciate all the time
and energy given as an officer of the club and I thank
those that ran for office also as well as all those who
have helped with events throughout the year. It takes a
lot to run a club like ours with all the events going on
and I enjoy doing my small part. December is here
and it seems some cold weather came with it. Please
be careful with the falling temps and ice on the road.
Don’t forget to register for the
holiday party.
Ride safe and Happy Holidays!
Rick Przybylski
BTS Editor
Polar Bear Ride
Be George Falcon

For 25 yrs., the Potomac Area Road Riders (PARR) has
had a Polar Bear Ride on 1 January. PARR decided to discontinue their leadership in this ride, and I wanted BMW
riders to pick up the baton and run with it. The ride will
make use of as many interesting and scenic side roads as
possible. I'm hoping to be able to begin the ride early in
the morning at its traditional start point, The Sign of the
Whale on U. S. Rt. 50 in Falls Church, VA., but as of
Thanksgiving Day, this is not yet firm. In order to include
Maryland in the ride, and in recognition of the fact that a
number of people like to watch football on New Year's
Day, I received 27 November a commitment from Mike
Transeau, the manager of Hooters of Rockville, for a 20%
discount on the tabs of registered riders. Hooters of Rockville is a brand new facility with at least five large high
definition TVs on which we can watch football.
Registered participants will receive route maps, the Hooters discount, and an embroidered Polar Bear Ride
patch. To register, send your $8 registration fee to George
Falcon / Computer Mercenaries Inc. at PayPal
(gfalcon@compmerc.com) prior to 26 December, or mail a
check made out to George Falcon, postmarked NLT 26
December 2008 to him at 212 Dawson Avenue,
Rockville, MD. 20850-1812. On-site registration the
morning of the ride will be $10 per person. Be sure to include an email address and telephone number so I can let
you know the starting point once I've nailed that down.

December 2008
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MEMBERSHIP
By Don Catterton

Membership Report as of November 01, 2008
Members: 470
423 Active
47 Associate
Renewing Members: 11
11 Active
0 Associate
New Members: 3
2 Active
1 Associate
Joining BMWBMW are: Patrick Stanzione in
Arlington, VA and Kelly and Shelly Campbell in Glen
Burnie, MD
To all of the new members, let me be one of
the first to welcome you all to the club. I look forward to our meeting at future club events and encourage your involvement in the BMWBMW message
boards. In addition, send me a photo of you and your
bike with a short bio for publication in the BTS.
Thanks for joining BMWBMW!
Welcome to the club, one and all!
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is the norm for all members unless requested otherwise! If you are unable to
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or
email Don Catterton.
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
phone 443-829-6539
membership@bmwbmw.org
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Rockster Love
By Pam Fisher
In 2001, I decided to learn how
to ride a motorcycle. At the time, I
suppose I was having a bit of a
midlife, the kids no longer need
me so much, crisis. I wanted
something new. Horseback riding
didn’t work out. Skiing, sailing,
golf, etc. all require travel to
somewhere to enjoy them, as well
as a lot of specialized equipment. I
learned about the Basic Rider’s
Course from an associate in Girl
Scouting. I’d always thought that
you needed to have a friend with a
motorcycle and willingness to
teach, to learn how to ride one.
I started out on a beat up little
1980 Suzuki GS250. “Predropped” with a dented gas tank
and assorted other blemishes, it
was a blast. Just what I needed to
get started. But I wasn’t about to
take it out on any highways or into
serious traffic. The following year,
when I was ready to move up to
my first “keeper” motorcycle, I
was seriously shopping at the Timonium Motorcycle Show, but
none of the salesmen seemed to
view me as a serious buyer.
They’d approach me sitting on a
motorcycle, and then look over
my head for my [male] companion. At the BMW booth, it was
different. I sat on one of the
F650GSs in the booth and the
salesman walked up, looked at
ME and asked, “So, what do you
think of that motorcycle?”
In January, 2003, I took possession of the Bob’s BMW’s dealer
demo f650CS. A really quirky
looking little machine, but I loved
the “stuff bay” where the gas tank
should be, and the no maintenance
belt drive. Continued on page
December 2008
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2008 Mileage Contest Reminder
By Tim VanVranken
2008 is coming to a close so you know what that means. Exactly, at least six weeks of writing the wrong year on checks. Oh
yeah and the 2008 BMWBMW mileage contest is wrapping up,
too. Please send an email with your name, model of bike(s) and
ending mileage by midnight on December 31st to:
mileage@bmwbmw.org or mail a letter to:
BMWBMW 2008 Mileage Contest
c/o Tim VanVranken
8858 Spiral Cut
Columbia, MD 21045.

2008 Club Election Results
Below are the results of the 2008 club election of officers. Thank you to those who ran and congratulations to
those who won.
President: Tina Fraembs
Vice President: Maria Vandergucht
Secretary: Ron Plichta
Treasurer: Elsie Smith
BTS Editor: Rick Przybylski
Membership: Don Catterton
Cabana Boy: Paul Brown (Not an official club office)
6
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My First Track Day Or How To Legally Fulfill Your Need For Speed
By Ron Plichta
There have probably been times in your life when
you’ve watched someone like Casey Stoner drag a
knee through a corner and said, “Man, I’d like to try
that.” I’m no exception, but I’m also smart enough to
realize that the street isn’t the place for that type of
riding. Fortunately, there are plenty of places around
to legally get your speed fix remedied. Various tracks
have “track days” specifically for that purpose.
I started my search by looking on Summit Point’s
website for dates and hosting clubs. That led me to
the Northeast Sport Bike Association (NESBA).
NESBA’s goal is to provide a safe place for sport bike
riders to develop their handling skills and explore
their bike’s abilities. I looked around on their website and did a little inquiring before I decided to give
NESBA a try.
NESBA organizes its riders into three categories –
Advanced, Intermediate and Beginner. Each group
gets a 20-minute session so that all the groups cycle
through once every hour. Everyone starts in the beginner group and can advance once he passes an ontrack evaluation. NESBA uses control riders to monitor the groups and evaluate riders for advancement.
The control riders, or CR for short, can also critique a
rider’s performance and offer improvement tips.
NESBA offers trackside support in addition to ontrack instruction. Leathers and boots can be rented
for a nominal fee and limited spare parts such as tires
and lubricants are available for sale. Another nice
item is NESBA hires a professional photographer who
photographs all the riders at various points around the
track. Each rider has an option of buying an 8x10’
portrait of himself or a CD of all the day’s photos. I
opted for the CD which had about 130 photos on it. It
made for a great souvenir and an evaluation tool.
Additionally, NESBA offers a free introductory
program for those who are unsure about track riding.
The intro riders can participate in up to two 20-minute
track sessions after which they can either leave or join
NESBA and sign up for the rest of the day at the full
track day rate. The rules are a little relaxed for the
introductory riders in that the motorcycles tires only
need to have 50% of tread life remaining.
December 2008
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to be prepared to the same level as the members’
bikes. As an example, mirrors may be left on and the
taillights have to be taped over or disabled, though.
Well that sounded good to me since it allowed me
to test the water first. I already had a two-piece
leather suit with full-circumference waist zipper,
gauntlet gloves, boots and a full-faced helmet, so I
was okay gear-wise. The issue became which bike to
take. The K1200S is the faster of my two bikes and
the one I do the majority of my riding on, but I was
afraid of the potential repair bill if I wrecked. My
Ducati Sport 1000 is lighter and shorter, but I hadn’t
reached the necessary break-in mileage (1500 miles)
to redline it. Plus, it had no fairing and I thought that
might make higher speeds a little uncomfortable. My
initial decision was to take the Duc, but then I did a
little looking around and found someone who needed
to sell a track-ready Suzuki GSXR 600 at a very low
price. I was able to make the budget numbers work
and the wife and I felt better about taking something
other than the BMW or Duc, so I bought the Gixxer
with the added rationalization that I’d probably wind
up doing more track days in the future. Plus, I
wouldn’t cry as much if I wadded up the Gixxer on
the track.
So with gear and bike ready, I signed up for the
October 26th track day at Summit Point’s Jefferson
Circuit. It’s a 1.1 mile circuit with some elevation
change, a couple decreasing radius corners and a set
of descending eeses that looked just perfect for my
first time out.

Continued on page 9...
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My First Track Day Or How To Legally Fulfill Your Need For Speed
By Ron Plichta
NESBA said it was well-suited for smaller bikes.
So far, so good. I got all my spare tools and fuel together and loaded up my truck the night before the big
day.
I got up at 4:30 the morning of the 26th and made
my way to Summit Point about an hour later. The
tech inspection line opened up at 7:00 and my bike
thankfully made it through without any issues. I got
my registration paperwork done and did a last-minute
once-over on the bike.

Unfortunately, the shifting issues persisted and got
to the point where downshifting was problematic.
Leaving the bike in third gear meant that I lugged the
bike around corners at about 4,000-5,000 rpm instead
of the preferred 7,500 rpm where the power band
started. As a result, I became a rolling chicane most
of the session. I talked it over with the control riders
after the end of the first session and they suggested I
ignore shifting and concentrate on cornering. That
sounded like a viable solution and I waited for the
second session.

There was a rider’s meeting at 8:15 am where the
club director went over the rules for the day, such as
flags, passing zones, and pit entry/exit procedures.
After that, the advanced and intermediate riders were
released to get ready for their sessions while the beginner and introductory riders were given an orientation on track riding. After that, we headed to our
bikes to get ready for our first session.

Finally, my time came and I lined up on pit road
with the other beginner and intro riders. The track
marshal signaled us onto the track in a single file with
our control riders. The group took it easy for the first
two laps since our tires and the track were still a little
cold. I started picking up the pace on the third lap and
that’s when the technical problems began. My bike
wouldn’t go beyond third gear, no matter what I tried.
Fortunately, the Jefferson Circuit’s straight-aways
aren’t too long and so I could get away with riding in
third without too much top speed loss. As it was, I
was hitting 12,000 rpm on the tach, which came out to
about 110 mph. THAT was an adrenaline rush!
December 2008
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Despite the mechanical issues, I was hooked on
track riding after the intro session ended. I could feel
myself getting better and wanted to keep riding, so I
pulled out my wallet and paid to ride the rest of the
day. And I’m glad I stayed, because I learned something new each time on the track. The CR’s were
quite patient and offered lots of good advice. I didn’t
get to the point where I got a knee down that day, but
I felt better about high-speed riding. But even better,
I didn’t have any off-track excursions despite a few
close calls where I came into the corner a little too
fast.
Unfortunately, all things must come to an end. My
body was telling me that I needed to stop riding about
halfway through the last session of the day and so I
made my way to pit road and packed up the bike. I
was a little sore in my shoulders and thighs, but I felt
good nonetheless. The drive home was quite pleasant
as I made up a mental list of things to do for next season. The first item on my list was to get my bike in
Continued on page 10...
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My First Track Day Or How To Legally Fulfill Your
Need For Speed
By Ron Plichta
shape. I took it in for an evaluation and found out that
all my bike needed was a few shift linkage adjustments.

The mechanic noted some other things to correct
and so I’m making myself intimately familiar with the
bike’s shop manual. I’m also going to fix some body
work to make it look better.
I’m also going to work on getting myself into
shape. I’m carrying a few too many pounds and
could use a little more conditioning so that I don’t
lose my edge on the track and potentially cause a
wreck. I learned the importance of hydration during
the day, too.
All in all, I had a blast and am looking forward to
next season. If track riding interests you, take advantage of NESBA’s intro program. For details, go to
www.nesba.org.
Mike
(Blaster)
enjoying a
pumpkin
martini at
Dmitiri’s in
Catonsville.
Photo courtesy of Nancy
Oswald.

Rockster Love
By Pam Fisher
By this time, husband, Chaz, had joined me in motorcycling and he soon purchased a Suzuki SV650.
Over the next year we put many miles on our bikes
together. In July
2004, we rode
from Reisterstown to Canaan
Valley, WV for
the Women On
Wheels (WOW)
Rally held there.
It was a very long
ride, because we
didn’t have a
great deal of
time, we took
highways mostly,
I found myself a
bit uneasy with
the way the 18
wheelers could
blow my little bike around the lane. Getting up Sideling Hill on I-68 with the bike heavily loaded, the
poor thumper was giving all it had. I realized that if I
wanted to do more motorcycle touring, it was maybe
time to start looking for a more substantial motorcycle... I don’t care much for the fully faired RTs and
RSs. Aesthetically; I prefer a motorcycle that LOOKS
like a motorcycle: An engine and gas tank on two
wheels.
While attending the WOW Rally, I crashed my CS.
As they teach in the Basic Rider’s Course, it was the
result of a combination of factors, including overconfidence on my part, as well as failure to be alert. The
wreck resulted in me wearing a cast on my left arm
for almost 4 months – a hyperextension fracture of my
thumb. Full gear could not prevent my thumb from
getting hooked on the grip somehow. The CS was repaired and ready for the road before I was. I never
considered NOT returning to riding.
In March, 2005, my 2003 f650CS was in the shop
(Bob’s BMW) for warranty work through the weekend. Since I purchased the bike at Bob’s, I get the use
of one of their service loaners.
Continued on next page...
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Rockster Love
By Pam Fisher
Unfortunately, all that was available
was a lowered F650GS... fun, but TOO
SHORT, especially with my long legs. It
was cramped to say the least, and the
pegs scraped the ground far too easily.
Chaz took it for a test ride too, and his
reaction was similar to mine. At the
time, I was on the BOD of the
BMWBMW club and planned to attend
the club meeting on Sunday, in Virginia.
The short GS was going to be a problem.
So, Saturday, I stopped back by the
Bob’s Service Dep’t to ask first, when
MY bike would be ready, and second,
whether a bigger loaner bike was somehow possible. "Hmmm," says John,
“ask Ashton (in sales) if he's got a demo
to loan." So I ask. "Hmmm," responds
Ashton (after I tell him I’m attending a
club meeting at Morton’s BMW – the
competition) "we happen to have a
Rockster demo with 1100 miles on it
that you could take. We want to get
some more miles on the odometer.
You'll park it out front, right?" “Of
course." say I. So, I sign the papers,
provide proof of insurance, and take
temporary custody of a de-striped, copper Rockster for a long term loan. Too
COOL!!

Being a smart rider, I spend 10 minutes putting around the industrial-plex
Continued on next page...
December 2008
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Rockster Love
By Pam Fisher
across the road getting the feel of the ABS brakes,
the bike’s weight, etc. then I'm off. Nice ride! I really
like the fact that it handles much like my CS, with a
similarly low center of gravity, but it just feels meatier. It’s got pull in all gears at all RPMs, no 'grunting'
at the low end like my poor thumper. Though this
bike weighs about 140 pounds more than my bike, it
really didn't feel that much heavier. My one real complaint is that this bike has no windscreen. I tried to
weasel one out of Ashton on loan, but no dice. Ah
well.
I get on I-95 north and find that 18 wheelers don’t
buffet this bike around the lane. All around, it just
feels more secure going down the road. I take 100
west to 29 then I-70 W to Marriottsville Rd. It’s an
easy ride, with less traffic, and is a familiar path for
me on this unfamiliar bike. Plus, there are fun “baby”
twisties to try! Man, she’s sweet in turns! And no diving front end when I brake.
When I pulled up in front of the house, Chaz was
in the yard. He laughed out loud and immediately
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asked if he could ride it (of course). His test ride was
far longer than his go round on the GS was, and his
comment when he got home was "I would get myself
in serious trouble if I got one of those now... need another season on the SV(650)."
I loved our son's comment when he got home from
skateboarding, "WOW! Is that a Rockster in the garage?!"
Sunday morning, I left for the club meeting at about
7 am (after a period of aggravation with the side stand
safety feature). I made it to Morton’s by 9:30.In the
parking lot, there was some commentary about my
“new” ride.
After the meeting, some folks were "heading west"
on a “100 mile loop” with plans to get something to
eat in Sperryville, VA. At the time, I had no REAL
idea how far away Sperryville was in relation to Fredericksburg OR more importantly, to home in Reisterstown.
Continued next month...
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Steve Anderson
snapped this pic on
11/11/08, of the
odometer on his
2002 R1150GS.

November0 2008 General Membership Meeting Minutes
By Ron Plichta
BMWBMW General Membership Meeting
11/15/18
Held at REI, Bailey’s Crossroads, VA
Convened 11:07 am by Tina Fraembs, President
Attendance: 21 members, including 2 new
members
Old Business - None
New Business:
Elections:
10% return
(See page 6 for results)
Tina gave the Treasurer’s Report:
Balance - $19,592
Membership:
470 Total (420 Full, 50 Associate)
BTS:
Wes Fleming reported that articles are
needed.
Holiday Party:
Paul Brown will be speaker
Three awards to be presented

December 2008
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Season Long Rides Program:
Riders will submit information for
consideration
Next meeting:
BOD - 10:00
Membership meeting – 11:00
Tech Day – 12:00
Guest presentation by Mark Nelson of REI,
Showed various travel and camping items that
could assist motorcyclists
Wes Fleming solicited clothing and other
donations for a rider in Georgia who
had a house fire
Timonium Show:
Tina raised the issue of the Timonium show. Bob’s BMW will provide
booth with changes in rules. BOD will
discuss changes to see if we should do
the show.
Meeting adjourned 12:20
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Government Affairs
2009 Legislative Session
By Steve Willis
The legislative season opens next month!
Unlike the federal legislature, the state legislatures
are part-time bodies which sit for periods such as
90 or 120 days. Thus, time is precious as the legislators and the supporting staff has many bills to
consider. Please monitor the Government Affairs
Forum on the club’s website for current postings. I
will also try to post monthly updates here in the
BTS. Also, please feel free to send any ideas or
concerns you might have to me at governmentaffairs@bmwbmw.org. Another point of contact is
the club president at president@bmwbmw.org.
The Virginia legislature “carried over” or prefiled quite a few bills from the 2008 session. I
posted this information previously in the Government Affairs Forum, but here is a brief list of the
bills and links I thought might be of interest to the
membership:
Study of System for Fee for Miles Travelled in
VA/Replace Fuel Tax Based
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+HJ626
Waiver of Court Costs If Penalty Prepaid
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+HB323
Limits on Use of Communication Devices While
Driving
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+HB904
Increase Damage Threshold for Reportable Accident
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+SB39E

Open Meetings For Private Toll Operators
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+SB342
Changes in Motor Vehicle Inspections (Lengthen
the Period/Increase the Cost)
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+SB526
Prohibition of On-road Operation of Off-road
Motorcycles
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+SB803
I am monitoring the Maryland legislative website
and will post information as it becomes available. I
am also monitoring the U.S. Senate, House, and federal agencies, and select other state sites.
The Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists
(VCOM) is hosting a “Lobby Day.” VCOM will host
a preparation day on 18 Jan 09 starting at 1200 in the
Holiday Inn Crossroads in Richmond, VA. The hotel
information is: Holiday Inn Crossroads, 2000 Staples
Mill Rd, Richmond, VA 23230, (804)359-6061.
VCOM has arranged for a group rate. Feel free to
contact VCOM with any questions (804)353-3971 or
jim@vcomonline.org.
I am also monitoring other action groups such as
the American Motorcyclists Association (AMA), the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), and the various forms of ABATE to follow any legislative agendas which might be of interest to the club. At the risk
of oversimplification and for the sake of brevity,
ABATE’s primary legislative focus in on helmet
choice laws (adult’s choice to wear a helmet, what
type of helmet).
So, please feel free to let me, the president, or a
member of the Board know what issues you want followed, discussed, etc.
Ride often, ride safe.

Carry Driver's license and Registration/Increase
Fine
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?
091+ful+SB224
14
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BMWBMW Club Merchandise!
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org
We still sell customized items such as
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw

December 2008
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BREAKFAST RIDES

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the after-breakfast
rides, and many members like to show up
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show
up early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about
introducing yourself! If you'd like more
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride
one weekend, call the rides chairman.

Note: Schedules for breakfast
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a
ride take place if there is a club
meeting or other major event
scheduled on that day. Consult the
message boards for late breaking
changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/

December 6, 2008 Open House at Battley Cycles 11am-3pm.
December 14, 2008 BMWBMW Club Meeting 11am General membership
meeting, 10am, BoD meeting. Battley Cycles,7830 Airpark Rd, Gaithersburg, MD
20879 (Tech day following meeting)
December 20, 2008 Customer Appreciation Party @ Speeds Cycle 9am-5pm.
December 30, 2008 Deadline to register for the holiday party. See page 19.
January 10, 2009 BMWBMW Holiday Party See page 19 for details.
Late January Square Route Rally planning meeting. Details to follow.

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events:
www.bmwbmw.org/node/17
December 14, 2008 Tech Day at Battley Cycles after the general membership meeting
February 8,2009 Tech Day hosted bt M. Hogan. Details to follow.

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd.
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder
email come to you the week before the
breakfast, send your email address to:
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410256-0970.

Rides-To-Eat

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your
left.

Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web
message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.

***Club Needs Volunteers***
Here’s your chance to serve the club. Volunteers are needed.
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more
about how you can help.

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.
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DIRECTIONS & COORDINATES
Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on
the left. N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'.
Bob’s BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD. 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than
one mile on the right. N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'.

Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Fredericksburg, VA. 22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse
Rd./Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right
at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s. N38°
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'.
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100
East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles.
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave. N39°
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'.

Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick,
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and
turn left into Camp West-Mar at the sign. N39°
38.0863’ / W77° 31.3955’.
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont,
MD. 21788. (301) 271-7373. Go N. on I-270 to
Frederick, MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md.
Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light to head N. on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left. If you miss the Rt.
806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 exit, take a left onto Md. Rt.
77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take a right at the
light at Water to go S. on Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant,
which will be on your right. N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°
24.9358’.
Lap's Quality Cycle - 3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then
same as above. N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'.

Club Merchandise
We have restocked the inventory of these popular
shirts! We currently have sizes in XL, XXL and
XXXL. The shirts are heather gray, long sleeved and
have our logo on the front on the left and a larger
logo on the back. Please contact Christine Bauer at
sales@bmwbmw.org if you would like to purchase
one of these shirts.
The cost is $20.00. If
you are interested in
other sizes, please let
me know that as well.
If we have enough
requests for other
sizes, we may be able
to place an additional
order.

Maryland State Fairgrounds
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road,
right onto York Road, heading South. The fairgrounds is
a few blocks down on the right. N39° 27.4806' / W76°
38.0314'.

Member’s Market Classifieds
JO's U-PAC, medium size, good condition, $50, Irv Warden, (703) 850-7843. (200802)
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Repo’s Corner
By Karen McGinn
control breathing - calm.

"40mph bee sting to face - How to Handle"
So, you're riding around rural VA, happily cruisin'
about 40mph on beautiful road, babysitting (motorcycle
marshalling) some bicycle riders who are riding 100
miles. Your task on this marshalling is to make sure the
riders are safe…from dogs, bad drivers, wrong turns, dehydration, etc.
The temperature is a little high - feels like 75°-80°.
You've got full helmet on, sunglasses and visor open all
the way.
At .02 seconds before impact you see IT. IT is a bee,
coming right at your right eye.
At .01, you flinch and start turning head to the left, hoping the bee will hit helmet, or just go wide.
You fail.
The bee impacts between cheek and helmet. STUCK!
And stinging......
What do you do?
Well, you check mirror and try to remain calm. And you
feel the bee still there, doing what bees do....
There is no one behind you (nor ahead)...so you roll
back just a bit on throttle and remain calm. You notice
there are no shoulders. You notice there are
ditches. You're on a twisty road, so there is no safe place
to just stop. You look ahead for driveway/cross road
(none). You check your GPS for any next cross road
(none close). You remind yourself that you are not allergic, so it's only discomfort, and a little heart pumping. You have to keep riding.

Ok - there is driveway - opposite side - so what!
Pulling in – you're thinking…"Remember to engage side
stand. You're already stung, can't help that. Be sure fully
off road. Stay safe. Don't need another death or injury (IT
was first fatality)".
You stop and engage side stand. Kill ignition. Unplug
helmet and unhook chin-strap. You take off your helmet in
manner to clear right cheek - in hopes that if the bee is still
there and stuck, that it won't sting again. You hang helmet
on handlebar – do not throw frantically into trees across
the street. You remove gloves and place on tank, and then
check cheek in mirror. See bump growing... UGH. Is
stinger gone? Looks like it. Stung site is warm and bump is
swelling.
If you're working a marshalling event, you can call an
event person. Your conversation may go something like
this: "Hey Cat - you free? I'm ok. No, no rider is hurt. Can
you bring me ice? I just got stung by a bee on my cheek
and its swelling. I'm at mile 87.3. Not sure stinger out. No,
not allergic. Ok - see ya in few." (If you are just out for a
ride by yourself, look for any place that may have ice; gas
station, fire/rescue station. If bad enough, knock on someone's door and ask for some ice. )
My only concern was....how close the bee stung, in relation to my eye. The swelling continued for a bit, but stayed
localized to sting and no more then a quarter diameter.
Once said and done, you should spend a little time
checking your helmet that the trespasser is gone and no
stinger is embedded in the helmet liner, waiting for your
return.
The End.

You slow to about 30-35mph. You take your left hand
index finger and fashion a J out of it. You guess how high
to stick finger in, above the intruder. You could push the
trespasser further into helmet or cause other issues. You
take a chance, and hook the bee.
Did you kill it? Is the bee still in your helmet? Is the
bee still in helmet, and alive, just catching it's breath waiting to strike again? Where can you pull over?
Heart is pumping a bit - but its adrenalin. Face is feeling little weird, but think it's your imagination.

Oh, I did get my picture taken with McGruff the Crime
Dog, but that's a story for another edition.
p.s. So, did I continue to ride w/ visor open, you ask? Yeah
- just not all the way.
About the Author:
Karen 'repo' McGinn is a Legal Recovery Specialist and lives in Baltimore
MD. She's been riding for 6 years, but only two years on BMW's, purchasing her
2000 R1100RT in 2004. The marshalling mentioned in the article is for charity
events that request motorcycle safety (could be breast cancer walks or MS/AIDS
bike rides.) It combines two loves: motorcycling and philanthropic interests.

Remain calm - look for safe pull off. "Oh - there's
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Have you registered yet for...
The 2009 Holiday Party!
The 2009 Holiday Party kicks off the year with
tales of adventure and a whole lot of fun shared with
your fellow club members and guests! If you haven’t
yet pre-registered, do it TODAY! This is a preregistration only event as we must give a final count
to the hotel 10 days before the event. Deadline to
RECEIVE your form and payment is December
30, 2008!
The party will be held on January 10, 2009 at the
Tysons Corner Marriot. If you’re considering staying
overnight, rates are about $100/night. Make your own
reservations by calling 703-734-3200 or toll-free 800228-9290
Come early! Mingle with friends, make new ones
and share tales of your past summer’s adventures and
your plans for a dream ride in 2009. The party kicks
off with a cash bar at 6pm for cocktails, wine,
imported/domestic beer and soft drinks. Dinner will
be served about 7 and you’ll have a choice of ONE of
four scrumptious meals which include salad, fresh

bread/rolls, dessert and coffee/tea/iced tea. It’s a
difficult decision, but your entrées choices are either
pan seared chicken breast, herb crusted salmon,
vegetable lasagna or a “beef dinner” (not quite
finalized with the hotel), all served with the chef’s
choice of vegetables.
After a delightful dessert trio of mini crème brule,
key lime pie and chocolate covered strawberries, stay
for an entertaining presentation by Paul Brown (our
own Cabana Boy) of silly riding stories including
adventures in Australia. And, we all what to know
who rode where in 2008, so stay for the awards
presentation. Plus, you may start out “lucky” in 2009
by possibly winning a door prize.
This all sounds like a lot of fun doesn’t it. So,
register now, if you haven’t already done so. Again,
this is a pre-registration event ONLY. Cut-off to
RECEIVE your registration form and payment is
December 30, 2008!

*From MD Capital Beltway I-495, take Rt. 7 W exit (47A/B). Hotel is within the next ½ mile on the right, between the Beltway and Tysons Corner Mall.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
2009 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM
January 10, 2009 * Tysons Corner Marriott * 8028 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA 22182
Cocktails (cash bar) at 6pm * Dinner at 7pm
Cost: $25 per person. Registration deadline is December 30, 2008!
Please print clearly the name (first, last) to appear on the name badge.

Name 1: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Beef
 Chicken
 Fish
 Vegetarian
Name 2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Beef
 Chicken
 Fish
 Vegetarian
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________ City: _____________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________
Phone (h): _______________________________________________ (o): ________________________________________________

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to:
Elsie Smith, Treasurer, P.O. Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077
For more information, call Elsie at 301-774-3622 or email treasurer@bmwbmw.org

Pre-registration must be RECEIVED no later than December 30, 2008!
December 2008
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Between the Spokes
c/o Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG

Please check the appropriate box
___New Member
___Renewal
___Change of Address
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below)
___Mail me the newsletter
Name _________________________________________________
Associate ______________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
Occupation ____________________________________________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification)
Age group:

___16-25
___26-35
___36-45

___46-55
___56+

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:

___Government affairs
___Membership
___Newsletter
___
20 Sales
___Meetings & events

BMW MOA :___________
BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1 ________________________
#2 ________________________
#3 ________________________
Total BMW miles ridden: _______

Referred to BMWBMW by:
__________________________
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

___Rally
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or
___Rides
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.
___Safety
Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
___Technical
Between the Spokes ©2008 BMWDon
Bikers
of Metropolitan
Washington
December 2008
Catterton,
793 Stinchcomb
Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
___Internet

