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Rap & Ride 

By Tina Fraembs 
 
Knowledge is Power…… 
 
I have always felt that means something.  

It’s a saying that I often tell the girls at 
work.  Knowledge is Power.  Through edu-
cation you have more power, the more you 
learn at work, the more valuable you are, the more you learn 
on a motorcycle, the more fun you can experience.  Knowl-
edge is Power. 

 
I had the privilege last month of attending Jim Ford’s 

“The Riders Workshop” class.  It was a very interesting class.  
I was a little nervous about how it was going to be taught.  I 
had heard that he talks to you through your helmet and he 
follows you.  To me that seemed like pressure.  As it turns 
out, it was very comforting.  He does speak to you as you’re 
riding but for the first day, he is ahead of you.  So following 
and learning and hearing him point out different techniques as 
HE did them was interesting and helpful.  I’m a hands-on 
learner.  I need to SEE how it works, not just hear about it.  
The communication was also very helpful.  Jim’s voice and 
the level of sound on the speakers was soft and calming.  So 
when he did talk, it wasn’t a surprise or hard to hear.  I 
learned a great deal from this class.  The VP, leans, feel of the 
bike, and the PB were just a few things that I learned about 
that have turned out to be very helpful to me.  As somewhat 
of a new rider (compared to most of my friends that I ride 
with), I have struggled with a few things with riding.  Some 
of it is confidence of course, and others have been with my 
eyesight.  I am legally blind in my right eye. Depth perception 
has no meaning to me what-so-ever.  Want a good laugh, take 
me to play tennis!!!  As for riding, it has been challenging to 
figure out how to ride and how to perceive the road with only 
one eye to see with.  Through Jim’s class, I picked up some 
new pointers and hints on how to judge the road that I am 
riding on.  I have been practicing these techniques as much as 
I can and last week, I was able to put them to good use.  I 
took a 5-day trip to Daytona Beach and back, through the 
Smoky Mountains, Deals Gap, Cherahala Skyway, Blue 
Ridge Parkway and many other twisty, curvy, and FUN 
roads!!!  I had a blast and using my new-found knowledge, 
gave me the power to enjoy the ride even more, Thanks Jim! 

 
I encourage all of you to take some sort of riding class.  

Whether it’s a refresher course, beginners course or like mine, 
a “learn something new everyday” course.  Knowledge is 
Power and I believe that we all can learn something knew if 
we try. 

 
Stay safe out there and have FUN!! 
 
Ride Safely, 
Tina Fraembs, President. 

Two Bitts 
 By Rick Przybylski 
 
   Well the votes are in and if you 

want to know who won, come to 
the November membership meet-
ing. Thanks to all who took the time 
to vote.  

Hope everyone is out enjoying the nice riding 
weather. I missed a lot of October due to mechanical 
problems but I’m back in the saddle now. May have to 
get the cold riding gear out very soon as the temps are 
starting to dip. Also, don’t forget about the Holiday 
Party in January. Read about it on page 19 and send in 
the sign-up slip and we’ll see you there. 

 
Ride safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
 
 

mailto:info@speedscycle.com
www.speedscycle.com
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MEMBERSHIP 

By Don Catterton 
 
Membership Report as of  October 01, 2008 
 
Members:  461 
   415 Active 
   46 Associate 
 
Renewing Members: 12 
    12 Active 
    0 Associate 
 
New Members: 15 
   15 Active 
   0 Associate 
 
 Joining BMWBMW are: Vivien Bonazzi, 

North Potomac, MD; John Finity, Ashburn, VA; Per 
Jacobsen, Rockville, MD;  Paul VanGellows, Vienna, 
VA; Dan Bailey, Macungie, PA;  Daniel Blair, Wash-
ington, DC;  David Cattafesta, Fort Mill, SC;  Preston 
Calvert, Potomac, MD;  Peter Schwenn, University 
Park, MD; John Callaghan, Preston, VA;  Marco 
Suarez, Rockville, MD;  Dave Krochta, Phillipsburg, 
NJ;  David Saidel, Potomac, MD;  Max Buffington, 
Ellicott City, MD and Joseph DiCarlo, University 
Park, MD. 

 
To all of the New Members let me be one of the 

first to welcome you all to the club.  I look forward to 
our meeting at future club events and encourage your 
involvement in the BMWBMW message boards.  In 
addition, send me a photo of you and your bike with a 
short bio for publication in the BTS                               

        
Thanks for joining with BMWBMW! 
 
Welcome to the club, one and all! 
 
 eBTS NOTICE!  eBTS is the norm for all mem-

bers unless requested otherwise!  If you are unable to 
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or 
email Don Catterton 

 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
phone 443-829-6539  
membership@bmwbmw.org  

 
3rdQ2008 BMWBMW P&L 

 
7/1/2008 through 9/30/2008 (Cash Basis) 
 
INCOME 
2008 Picnic Registration 320.00 
2008 Rally Income 
 Beer Sales  11.00 
 Registration  1,480.00 
 TOTAL 2008 Rally Income 1,491.00 
BTS Advertising  1,840.00 
Club Sales 
 Other Club Sales 295.00 
 TOTAL Club Sales 295.00 
Membership  3,845.70 
TOTAL INCOME 7,791.70 
 
EXPENSES 
Picnic 2008 
 Catering  198.88 
 TOTAL Picnic 2008 198.88 
Postage and Delivery 376.54 
Printing and Reproduction 1,143.85 
Rally 2008 
  Paypal Service Charge 54.15 
 Supplies  21.62 
 TOTAL Rally 2008 75.77 
Storage Unit  150.00 
TechDays 
 Catering  100.00 
 TOTAL TechDays 100.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES 2,045.04 
    
OVERALL TOTAL 5,746.66 
 
 
Checkbook balance as of 9/30/2008: $20,654.52 
 

Club Treasurer’s Report 
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Oktoberfest 2008 
By Rick Przybylski 

This years Oktoberfest took place on October 4th 
and was again held at Camp Westmar in the Catoctin 
mountains in Thurmont, Maryland. This was my sec-
ond Oktoberfest and attendance seemed to be higher 
than last year. This was the first Oktoberfest for my 
wife as we took my truck instead of bikes. She is a 
relatively new rider and didn’t feel quite ready for the 
ride up and back on her 250cc Honda. 

 
Big kudos again go out to Ed and Barb Phelps for 

organizing and cooking the great meal on Saturday 
evening and 
for breakfast 
on Sunday 
morning. 
They also 
gave out 
some prizes 
after dinner. 

 
 

Saturday was a beautiful day for a ride. My wife 
and I decided to explore the area a bit. After hitting a 
local Wal-
mart and 
picking up 
an extra 
blanket for 
our tent (it 
was cold at 
night), we 
ended up at 
the outlets 
in Hagers-
town.  

Continued 
on page 
9... 

The 
only casu-
alty of the 
weekend 
was Maria 
V.’s bike. 

www.battley.com
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Two Out Of Three Ain’t Bad 

By Chaz Fisher 
2008 North Of The Border Rally 

By Joe Grant 
A few members of BMWBMW decided 

(independently) to attend the Hampton Roads 
Club's "North of the Border Rally" at Virginia Beach, 
October 3-5. The campground facilities were excellent, 
and members of the host club did a great job in making 
everyone feel welcome, and in putting on a successful 
rally. 
 
   The weather was absolutely perfect for a rally but, un-
fortunately, the attendance was wa-a-y down, from last 
year's 136 to 83 this year.  We have seen attendance 
drops at most, if not all, rallies we have attended this 
year. We hope the Hampton Roads Club had a good re-
serve fund to cover the expenses, since rally fees proba-
bly didn't! Tom McGrath, guest speaker from Rich-
mond, generously donated $500 toward the rally ex-
penses before he left. 
 

On the positive side, there were LOTS of door-prizes 
to be spread among those of us in attendance! All of us 
won at least one door prize, some won more than one. 
Then there was the Saturday night dinner...one of the 
best we have ever had at a rally, and some of us (I won't 
say who) had second helpings of the shrimp and other 
tasty dishes. 
 

BMWBMW won the "largest club" award, with only 
FIVE members in attendance: Joyce and Terry Barnes, 
Angelo Gravagna, Wesley Hoar and Joe Grant. Terry 
took custody of the plaque, which he will bring to the 
next club event he attends. By the way, when Joyce and 
Terry rode in Friday evening, their beautiful sidecar rig 
reeked of gasoline fumes (Joyce said she was almost 
asphyxiated!) and we all decided the quick-disconnect 
fittings on the KLT had gone south. The Barnes family 
spent Saturday at the local BMW dealer's shop, having 
them replaced, which is the good news...The bad news is 
the dealer had only the plastic OE fittings in stock, so 
Terry said they will be replaced with metal fittings at the 
next 12K service. Wes Fleming's article on DIY replace-
ments in the October BTS is very timely....it seems these 
parts are designed to fail...and a lot of us have them! 
And they sometimes fail suddenly and completely, re-
quiring the bike to be towed.  

 
   This was an excellent rally, and their printed direc-
tions to the rally were essential if you didn't 
have a GPS. Next year? I'll be back! 

As Pam and I packed up on Friday morning to 
head to Lynchburg, VA for the Void 4, I have to admit 
I was a little apprehensive. After all, the last time I 
rode in one of these rallies – the Cape Fear 1000 mini-
rally in April – I ended up sitting on the side of the 
road waiting for a good Samaritan with a trailer to 
come and save me. And although I would joke all 
weekend about my goal being to do better than my 
last rally, meaning get 14 miles before the bike 
grenaded, I really wanted to do better than that. I 
wanted to FINISH, G-D it! I wanted to return the fa-
vor Chiba paid me last year, when he beat me by one 
point! And I wanted to really push myself – see what I 
was really capable of. I’ve got designs on running a 
longer rally next year, probably the MD 20-20, so it’s 
time to get a little more insight into what I can do. 
 
The ride down to Lynchburg was uneventful. We did-
n’t leave till after 10 am, so we were committed to a 
slab ride down to arrive in time to get my six-pack – 
the infamous “Guy from Canada” bonus - and check 
in. We still managed to pick up two locations for the 
BMWBMW Facts & Trivia Tour: Dinosaur Land at 
White Post, VA, and the Turkey Statue at Rockingham 
County, VA. It was fun to see some of the 
BMWBMW crew when we rolled in – Chiba, Miss 
Kitty and Mr. Grouse, Blaster, Big Dave. I know it’s 
not like riding a thousand miles to have dinner with 
someone who lives 50 miles away, but it’s cool none-
theless. Check in was straightforward as well. The 
questions started as I chatted with Wally Nichols at 
the table: “So, you got that bike running again?” 
LOL! I guess to be a part of the LD community you 
need to have a story that people know. “Clifford the 
Big Red Bike Blows Up” is apparently destined to be 
mine. 

 Rider’s meeting that evening was fun. Rallymaster 
Scott LaShier always has a big ole’ time laying down 
the law to us, but the meeting was short by design – 
everybody had to go back and replan their routes. We 
got the “final” set of instructions for the golf-themed 
ride: a scorecard with a “Front 9” and a “Back 9.” If 
you look at the scorecard for a golf course, every hole 
has its par. As we rode our route on Saturday, each 
bonus that we claimed would have its score multiplied 
by that hole’s par.  

 Continued on next page... 
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If we chose to ride the “Front 9,” then the first bo-
nus was hole 1, the second hole 2, etc. If we chose the 
“Back 9” then the last bonus was hole 18, the next-to-
last 17, and so on. Bonii were assigned to holes in the 
exact chronological order we bagged them, with the 
exception of a few that were “Out of Bounds” and 
didn’t go on the card at all. I made note of all those, 
and saw none were on any of my possible routes. I 
didn’t think much about ALL the other ones that were 
“In Bounds.” (Yes, this is a sign of trouble coming!) 
The format did throw one monkey wrench into my 
planning. In past rallies, I’ve planned a route that gave 
me options to either cut bonii off if I was running late, 
or add them in if I was running ahead.  

 
I had two different routes that I thought were possi-

ble, and I spent some time arranging them to pick one 
with reasonably high value on a “par 5.” But if I al-
tered my route mid-rally, I’d slide that to a lower par, 
and possibly end up with a LOWER score. I talked 
with the other Rallymaster, Gary Stipe, about that 
possibility. He just grinned. “My background is in Ap-
plied Math and Engineering. You know how most ral-
lies you just have to be willing to ride the most miles 
and you’ll probably rack up the best score? I looked at 
that problem and decided, ‘I can fix that!’.” Well the 
engineer in me was hooked, but the rider in me sat 
back. Maybe too far back, in retrospect. The result 
was a fairly comfortable 8-bonus route, but with no 
contingencies for running behind or ahead. Map-
source said 437 miles, with a riding time of 9:09. - 
very doable. Here's the plan:  

Two Out Of Three Ain’t Bad 
By Chaz Fisher 

OK, a good night’s sleep and out ready to ride at 
5:45 am. Scott released us about 10 minutes early, and 
most of the pack shot for the parking lot exit. I was 
still fumbling with my gloves, and so sat there for a 
minute or two longer. Which gave Scott time to come 
over and “bless” my bike. Now I knew I could make 
it! I rolled out and headed south down Rt. 29 to my 
first location. Easy ride, high speed limits, and I eased 
past one two-up team along the way. Always comfort-
ing to know somebody else has at least one stop the 
same as my route. That first stop was at the White 
Oak Mountain WMA – which required about a mile-
and-a-half diversion down a gravel and dirt road. I 
was starting to tense up on the bike, never a good 
thing. Then another two-up team on (I think) a silver 
FJR1300 came rolling out. Well if THEY can make it, 
so can I! It was still dark when I got to the sign, and 
last year I’d had a problem getting my first picture – 
ended up waiting 15 minutes for sunrise. This time, 
with Clifford’s high beams and aux lights pointed at 
the sign, I felt pretty confident of the picture. And as I 
rolled out, the team I had passed on the road was 
coming in. Good start!  

Next stop was Raleigh, NC, with a route that took 
me thru Durham. Now growing up as a “Preacher’s 
Kid,” I saw all sorts of background stuff that goes on 
in churches in our society. One of the inevitable tiffs 
was what to do at Halloween. You’d like to do some-
thing for the kids, to have some safe fun and keep 
them off the streets. But someone always screams 
about Halloween being a “pagan holiday” that’s inap-
propriate for a Christian church to celebrate. So I 
cracked up when I passed the Lutheran Church on N. 
Gregson St. – the sign out front advertised the upcom-
ing “Holy Ghost Weinie Roast!” Ah, to be back in the 
south again!  

On into Raleigh, where the distance from the Inter-
state to the bonus location was just 1.5 miles, and 
looked like a straight shot in and out. EX-
CEPT……….. there was a charity walkathon in pro-
gress, with traffic stopped several blocks from Moore 
Square. Curse you, Rallybastards!!!!! I decided riding 
around hoping to get a block closer was futile, so 
parked Clifford and briskly walked the block-and-a-
half to the giant acorn.     

Continued on next page... 
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Two Out Of Three Ain’t Bad 

By Chaz Fisher 
There was a little girl, maybe 8 or 9 years old, 

standing by the acorn apparently waiting for someone. 
Looking at me, in my bright-yellow Hi-Vis Olympia 
suit, her eyes got as big as dinner plates. Here was my 
chance. “Would you hold this towel please, while I 
take a picture.” No words, just a nod, eyes still wide. 
Snap – “Thank you!” and I was on my way. I wonder 
what she told her mom later that morning? 
 
Next stop, Wilson, NC. Hop off, picture, hop on, no 
problems. On to Kenly, NC, and the “Goon in a Top 
Hat.” This landmark tops Donnie’s Corvette Special-
ties, which sounds pretty exclusive. The dogs that 
raised a ruckus when I pulled in and tried to set up the 
picture would beg to differ – and they barked long 
enough and loud enough that a man came out of the 
shop to see what was going on. Turns out Donnie Hall 
is a very nice guy, who gets a kick out of how “All 
you motorcycle guys keep coming by to take pic-
tures.” I got the story of how the goon came to be up 
there – you can check it out at RoadsideAmerica.com. 
I was polite, but I needed to roll!  

Up the Interstate to Nashville, and then up Rt. 1 
toward South Hill, VA. At this point I was running 
ahead of the schedule I needed to finish, so just before 
getting on I-85 for a brief stretch I made my last gas 
stop. Mistake, mistake, mistake! But I was blissfully 
ignorant of that at the time, and so continued on. 
South Hill, Chase City, and finally the bridge at 
Staunton River Battlefield, my last stop. Since I had 
no other stops planned, I didn’t really hurry to get out 
to the bridge and get the picture the rallymasters 
wanted. As I rode out, three other bikes came rolling 
in, at a pretty brisk pace. But I was relaxed. Then as I 
got back on the main road, I realized I was going to 
finish a half-hour early. A half-hour???? WAY too 
much time – maybe I could get another bonus, to fill 
hole 9! I started futzing with the GPS, and there was 
only one other bonus I might get, up near Farmville, 
VA. Emma (my GPS) said I’d be 15 minutes late, but 
I’d been making up time, so let’s go for it! Emma told 
me to turn right, and I did – right onto the worst 
gravel and dirt set of ruts I’d ever ridden on Clifford! 
After 5 miles of this junk, I emerged onto pavement. 
And Emma said I’d LOST 5 more minutes. Make up 
20 minutes in a little over an hour? No way! So reluc-
tantly I rerouted back to Lynchburg, and arrived at  

3:31 pm, with 29 minutes to spare. I headed back to 
the room to complete my paperwork.  

    I don’t mess with the rider’s log during the ride, but 
have an index card for each stop, in order, stuffed into 
the map pocket of my tank bag. At each stop I note 
the time and mileage on the card, pull it out and put it 
in the main section of the bag, and roll for the next 
stop. So as I filled out the rider’s log, including the 
fuel stops, I realized that the fuel bonus wasn’t “Out 
of Bounds.” HUH? And it was the highest point value 
of all my bonii!!! So where on the scorecard did it go? 
First stop? Last stop? At the end, since I didn’t know 
how many gas stops were needed until I finished? 
Crap – Why didn’t I think of that question last 
night???!!! I ran thru the different scenarios, realized 
that putting it anywhere in the middle pushed a high 
point bonus off the par 5 multiplier, and replaced it 
with a puny 13 point score. So I decided I’d put it at 
the end and try to talk my way into it at the scoring 
table. I sat down with Rick Miller, but within 5 min-
utes we had Scott at the table with us. “If you claim 
the Fuel Bonus, it goes in order at the last fuel stop 
you made. You can’t just pick whatever spot you 
want.” So 1491 points turned into 1458. And even 
worse, if I’d asked the question Friday night, I would 
have delayed that last gas stop till after Chase City, 
putting those 50 points onto the par 5, and pushing my 
score to 1510. All with the same comfortable ride. 
Reading comprehension means actually THINKING 
about what I’ve read. I knew that, but now I’ll never 
forget.  

    So in the end, a 9th place finish out of 17 riders 
who started the mini-rally. The absolute peak of the 
Bell Curve! As for my goals - well, I finished, and I 
beat Chiba (his ride report is here). It was a good ride, 
and I had fun. But with a half-hour to spare, I cer-
tainly didn’t push myself on the ride. And with the 
fuel stop brain fart, I did-
n’t push myself planning it, 
either. So like Meat Loaf 
said, Two out of Three 
Ain’t Bad.  
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BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

Oktoberfest 2008 
By Rick Przybylski 

As the sun set, everyone began to gather at the 
mess hall for the long anticipated German meal from 
Ed and Barb. It was well worth the wait. Christine 

Bauer also made her famous pancake soup which is 
always a big hit. I am not sure what type of German 
sausage I was eating  but it was very good. One was 

quite spicy and the other mild. Both quite tasty. While 
we ate, The Fastest Indian DVD was playing on the 
TV. Has Anthony Hopkins ever make a bad movie?? 

   Continued on page 12... 

www.motorcyclevirginia.com
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Government Affairs 

Fewer Miles Traveled Means Funding Issues 
 
DOT 157-08  
Friday, October 24, 2008  
Contact: Brian Turmail  
Tel.: (202) 366-4570  
 
New August Data Show Americans Drove 15 Billion 
Fewer Miles than a Year Ago, U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Mary Peters Announces 
Travel Changes Demonstrate Need for New Way to 
Fund Transportation 
 
DALLAS – New federal data show Americans are 
continuing a 10-month-long decline in driving habits, 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters an-
nounced today. The decline is putting new pressure on 
the way road, bridge and transit projects are funded at 
a time of record growth in transit ridership, showing 
the need for a new approach for funding transporta-
tion construction, she added 
 
“We pay for transit the same way we pay for road and 
bridge projects – with federal gas taxes,” said Secre-
tary Peters, who made the announcement during a 
visit to a light rail station under construction in Dal-
las. “Relying on the gas tax is like relying on card-
board to keep the rain out – the longer you use it the 
less it works.” 
 
In August 2008, Americans drove 15 billion fewer 
miles, or 5.6 percent less, than they did in August 
2007 – the largest ever year-to-year decline recorded 
in a single month, Secretary Peters said. She added 
that over the past 10 months, Americans have driven 
78 billion fewer miles than they did in the same 10 
months the previous year. Texans alone drove 1.3 
million fewer miles, the Secretary added. 
 
Transit ridership, meanwhile, saw an increase of 6.2 
percent this summer compared to last, said Secretary 
Peters. In Texas, the DART rail system saw an in-
crease of 15 percent this summer, one of the largest in 
its 12-year history, she noted.  
 
She said that since 2001, the Department has invested 
over $8 billion to finance over 280 miles worth of 
new transit lines, which, taken together, would be 25  

percent longer than the New York City subway sys-
tem. She warned that future projects, however, could 
be at risk if we continue to rely on gas taxes to fund 
transit construction. 
 
    She said a plan to significantly reform federal 
transportation policy the Administration unveiled ear-
lier this year would address that challenge by making 
it easier for states to attract new sources of funding 
for transportation projects. “With this new approach 
to funding transportation projects, we can ensure that 
Big D has Grade-A transit service for years to come.” 
 
    To review the FHWA’s “Traffic Volume Trends” 
reports for August 2008, visit:  
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ohim/tvtw/tvtpage.htm.  
  

This information provided by Steve Willis, our 
Government Affairs Chairman and was posted on 
our website, BMWBMW.org. If you have any ques-
tions or want to know how you can assist with gov-
ernment affairs, please contact Steve at:  

government@bmwbmw.org 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E. 
Peters Proposes New Safety Rules for 

Motorcycle Helmets 
WASHINGTON – New rules proposed today will 

improve motorcycle safety by making it easier for rid-
ers to identify and use effective helmets, instead of 
unsafe “novelty helmets, announced U.S. Transporta-
tion Secretary Mary E. Peters. The proposal will also 
make it harder for riders to use novelty helmets in 
states that require DOT-certified helmets, she said. 

“Novelty helmets do little to protect riders during 
an accident,” Secretary Peters said. “This proposal 
will make it easier for riders to know in advance 
whether the helmet they buy will keep them safe.” 

The proposal would amend the agency’s current 
motorcycle helmet safety rules to require manufactur-
ers to place a larger, tamper-proof DOT label on the 
back of certified helmets. The new labels will make it 
harder for vendors to remove the labels on safe hel-
mets and affix them to the unsafe novelty helmets. 

The proposed rule would also strengthen the tests 
helmets must go through to receive DOT certification, 

   Continued on next page...  
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Government Affairs 

including updated tests on how the helmets hold up 
during impact, whether objects can penetrate the  
helmet and how well the helmet stays in place during 
a crash. Recent tests of novelty helmets which are not 
DOT certified showed they fail to meet current DOT 
performance tests. 

“As our testing has shown, these ‘novelty’ helmets 
do not have the energy absorbing capacity to protect a 
rider in a highway crash,” said David Kelly, Acting 
NHTSA Administrator. “A DOT-certified and labeled 
helmet, as proposed today, will help consumers make 
more knowledgeable decisions when purchasing a 
helmet.” 

The proposed rule announced today will help miti-
gate the yearly increases in motorcycle fatalities and 
injuries that have plagued the nation for nearly a dec-
ade, Secretary Peters said. Fatalities have more than 
doubled since 1997--increasing by 144 percent. Yet 
new data indicate that nearly one in five motorcycle 
riders in states with helmet laws wear a non-
compliant helmet. 

In 2006, helmets saved an estimated 1,658 lives. If 
everyone worn a helmet, an additional 752 lives 
would have been saved, the Secretary said. During the 
same year, 4,837 motorcyclists were killed; of those, 
more than 40 percent weren’t wearing helmets, she 
said. 

Once published in the Federal Register, the agency 
will seek public comment for 60 days. View the pro-
posed rule at www.nhtsa.gov, look under “Quick 
Links” and click “Press Room”. Click on the second 
article from the top.  

This information was posted on our website at 
bmwbmw.org, courtesy of Chaz Fisher. 

Picture taken 
by George 
Young while 
visiting a 
friend in 
Heidelburg, 
Germany. 
George says 
it adds new 
meaning to 
the term, 
”Friend of 
the marque” 

mailto:eubmw@starpower.net
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Oktoberfest 2008 
By Rick Przybylski 

Ed and Barb had some authentic German prizes 
that were given away only most did not arrive in time 
to be given away at Oktobefest so they gave out a few 
I.O.U.s. My wife won a nice apron. I can use it while 
cooking on the grill. Thanks Barb and Ed! 

 
Below are random photos from Oktoberfest ‘08. All 

photos are courtesy of Jim Pellenbarg and myself. 
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Our presi-
dent, Tina, 
decorated her 
bike in Wash-
ington Red-
skin’s colors. 
The result of a 
lost bet on a 
Cowboys/
Redskins game. 
Tina says she is 
a diehard Cow-
boys fan but I 
think deep 
down she likes 
the Redskins. 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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www.bobsbmw.com
www.bobsbmw.com
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MD Roadside Cleanup 

By Rick Przybylski 

One of the roads the club has adopted 
for cleanup is MD 214 (Central Ave) in 
Davidsonville, MD. On  October 18th a 
small but hardy crew went out on a very 
nice morning and collected several bags 
of trash along our adopted road. The 
crew included Christine Bauer (our Sales 
Chairwoman), Nancy Oswald (V.P.), 
Dean Myer and my daughter, Deven and 
myself. Thanks to all who came out to 
help! 

Club Website 

Don’t forget to check out the club’s 
new message forums on the website at 
www.bmwbmw.org. 

 

Fall is here! Please ride carefully and watch 
out for the wet leaves on the road. 

www.ridersworkshop.com
www.bmwbmw.org/forums
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like more 
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride 
one weekend, call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder 
email come to you the week before the 
breakfast, send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on 
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your 
left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-
347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to 
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward 
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 
south for 6.5 miles.  The restaurant is on 
the left. 

BREAKFAST RIDES 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who 

meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web 
message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is 
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or 
RTE. www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums 

 
 

   

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

Here’s your chance to serve the club.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more 
about how you can help. 

November 20-23, 2008 Vanson Leathers Open House  
951 Broadway,  Fall River, MA, 02724 
January 10, 2009 BMWBMW Holiday Party 

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED 
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events: 
 www.bmwbmw.org/node/17 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

www.hayfieldinsurance.com
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob's BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and 
turn left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 
38.0863’ / W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, 
MD.  21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to 
Frederick, MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. 
Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light to head N. on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.  If you miss the Rt. 
806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 
77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take a right at the 
light at Water to go S. on Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, 
which will be on your right.  N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  
24.9358’. 
 
Lap's Quality Cycle - 3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 
Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 

Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse 
Rd./Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right 
at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 
East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'. 

 
JO's U-PAC, medium size,  good condition,  $50, Irv Warden, (703) 850-7843.  (200802)  

Member’s Market Classifieds 

 DIRECTIONS & COORDINATES 

Club Merchandise 

We have restocked the inventory of these popular 
shirts! We currently have sizes in XL, XXL and 
XXXL. The shirts are heather gray, long sleeved and 
have our logo on the front on the left and a larger 
logo on the back. Please contact Christine Bauer at 
sales@bmwbmw.org if you would like to purchase 
one of these shirts. 
The cost is $20.00. If 
you are interested in 
other sizes, please let 
me know that as well. 
If we have enough 
requests for other 
sizes, we may be able 
to place an additional 
order. 
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BMWBMW General Meeting Minutes 
October 5, 2008 
 
Meeting held at Cozy Restaurant, Thurmont, MD. 
 
Meeting called to order by Tina Fraembs. 
 
VP Report: 
Nancy talked about the upcoming elections.  The 

voting form is in the current issue of BTS.  You can 
also get the form online.  Forms need to be mailed to 
Wes Flemming by October 31st.  Winners will be an-
nounced at the November meeting.  Need a person to 
fill the Meetings & Events Chair. 

 
Holiday Party will take place January 10th at the 

Tysons Corner Marriott 6pm-10pm.  Tickets are $25.  
Invited speaker is Paul Brown.  Registration Form 
will be in November BTS. 

 
BTS is in need of articles. 

OCTOBER TREASURER'S REPORT:  
 See page 4 of this BTS. 
 
Membership report: 
See page 4 of this BTS. 
 
 Don reports that it is generally taking about 3 to 4 

weeks to process new member applications. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

October 2008 General Membership Meeting Minutes 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR… 
The 2009 Holiday Party! 

 
 It’s never too early to start planning a party—
especially a party like our club throws! You’ve just 
enjoyed another relaxing and fun-filled time at 
Oktoberfest, but now it’s time to think about putting 
on those fancy party clothes that have been hiding in 
the back of your closet. Over the summer riding 
season, you’ve been cleaning and shining on the bike, 
now it’s time to get yourself together and shine at the 
annual Holiday Party. 
 This year’s event will take place January 10, 2009 
at the newly renovated Tysons Corner Marriot. If 
you’re interested in staying over, rates are around 
$100/night. Make your own reservations by calling 
703-734-3200 or toll-free 800-228-9290. The Tysons 
Corner Marriott (8028 Leesburg Pike*, Vienna, VA 
22182) features glittering new spaces from the lobby 
to the guest rooms. Service and décor are sleek and 
streamlined from the moment of arrival. 
 The party kicks off with a cash bar at 6pm for 
cocktails, wine, imported/domestic beer and soft 

drinks. Come early! Mingle with friends, make new 
ones and share tales of your past summer’s adventures 
and your plans for a dream ride in 2009. Dinner will be 
served about 7 and you’ll have a choice of ONE of 
four scrumptious meals which include salad, fresh 
bread/rolls, a dessert trio and coffee/tea/iced tea. Your 
entrées choices include either pan seared chicken 
breast, herb crusted salmon, vegetable lasagna or a 
“beef dinner” (not quite finalized with the hotel) 
served with the chef’s choice of vegetables. 
 After dessert, stay for an entertaining presentation 
of silly riding stories from Paul Brown (our own 
Cabana Boy) including his adventures in Australia. 
Then, stay to find out who rode where in 2008 during 
the awards presentation and see if you start out 
“lucky” in 2009 by possibly winning a door prize. 
 This is a pre-registration event ONLY. We must 
give a meal count to the hotel 10 days before the event. 
Cut-off to RECEIVE your registration form and 
payment is December 30, 2008! 

 
*From MD Capital Beltway I-495, take Rt. 7 W exit (47A/B). Hotel is within the next ½ mile on the right, between the Beltway and Tysons Corner Mall. 

 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

 
2009 HOLIDAY PARTY REGISTRATION FORM 

January 10, 2009 * Tysons Corner Marriott * 8028 Leesburg Pike, Vienna, VA 22182 
Cocktails (cash bar) at 6pm * Dinner at 7pm 

Cost: $25 per person. Registration deadline is December 30, 2008! 
 

Please print clearly the name (first, last) to appear on the name badge. 
 
 

Name 1: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Beef   Chicken  Fish   Vegetarian 

 
Name 2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Beef   Chicken  Fish   Vegetarian 
 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________ City: _____________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________ 
 
Phone (h): _______________________________________________ (o): ________________________________________________ 
 

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to: 
Elsie Smith, Treasurer, P.O. Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077 

For more information, call Elsie at 301-774-3622 or email treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
Pre-registration must be RECEIVED no later than December 30, 2008! 
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 


