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Maryland RTE 

The Maryland RTE was held on September 16th at the Ram’s Head 
Roadhouse in Crownsville. There was a great turnout, the most in some 
time. The MD RTE is held on the third Tuesday of the month. 
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Rap & Ride 

By Tina Fraembs 
 
Busy time of year….. 
 
September starts our “busy” season 

again on the roads.  School is back in 
session and the traffic is BACK!!  
Please be careful out there! 

 
We had a pretty good September.  I was fortunate 

this year to attend the Finger Lakes Rally.  What a 
nice rally.  Very laid back with lots of scenery to view.  
The picture below was taken as we were just riding 
down the road and out of no where this beautiful wa-
terfall appears!!  We HAD TO STOP!!!  We had a 
nice visit with club members and met a lot of new 
people.  Very well done rally! 

Then off to the Club picnic.  Nice turn out for the 
club.  Had beautiful weather, just a day after the 
friendly visit from Hurricane Hanna!  Our very own 
Nate Kern raced that day and as usual, was exciting to 
watch!  He has clinched the National ASRA Pro 
Thunderbike Championship and will be receiving the 
Trophy, in Daytona on October 19!!!   Now Nate will 
have the honor to have the #1 plate on his bike for 
next year!!  Way to Go Nate, we are Proud of YOU!!! 

 
I hope everyone had a great summer and I look for-

ward to seeing you soon, either at the Oktoberfest, 
Club meetings or on the road…. 

 
Ride Safely, 
Tina Fraembs, President 

Two Bitts 
 By Rick Przybylski 
 
   It’s election time for the club 

and the nation as well. In this issue 
is a letter from each presidential 
candidate for the club. Seems no 
one wants to run against me for the 
editor position. Either I am doing a great job and no 
one feels they could match me or no one else wants 
the job. I think the latter but that’s ok with me. I enjoy 
the work. You do not have to run for a club office to 
help the club. There are many times the club needs 
volunteers for events and such. Email the club presi-
dent (whoever that may be after the election) if you 
want to volunteer.  

 
Ride safe, 
Rick Przybylski 
BTS Editor 
 
 

Scottish Highlands—June 2003. Photo courtesy Phil 
Ager 

www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
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MEMBERSHIP 

By Don Catterton 
 
Membership Report as of  September 01, 2008 
 
Members:  478 
   428 Active 
   50 Associate 
 
Renewing Members: 21 
    21 Active 
    0 Associate 
 
New Members: 11 
   10 Active 
   1 Associate 
 
 Joining BMWBMW are: Dennis Allen 

(Alexandria, VA), Robert Huggins (Stafford, VA), 
Paul Taylor (Spotsylvania, VA), Lynn Parkins 
(Brambleton, VA), Amy Sommers (Towson, MD),  
Mark Kallal (Chesapeake Beach, MD), Darryl Allen 
and Quintel Freeman-Allen (Clinton, MD), Abiy 
Hailu (Kingstowne, MD), Eric Oliff (Ellicott City, 
MD) and Janice Muller (Derwood, MD) 

 
To all of the New Members let me be one of the 

first to welcome you all to the club.  I look forward to 
our meeting at future club events and encourage your 
involvement in the BMWBMW message boards.  In 
addition, send me a photo of you and your bike with a 
short bio for publication in the BTS                               

        
Thanks for joining with BMWBMW! 
 
Welcome to the club, one and all! 
 
 eBTS NOTICE!  eBTS is the norm for all mem-

bers unless requested otherwise!  If you are unable to 
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or 
email Don Catterton 

 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
phone 443-829-6539  
membership@bmwbmw.org  

Fuel Filter Change And QD Install 
By Wes Fleming 

Fuel filter change and Jiffy-Tite QD install.  
 
Prep: run your tank down to well below 1 gallon of 
gas. I went 36 miles past when the low fuel light came 
on, that ended up being about .1 gallon left in the 
tank.  
 
Time: I started at 10 after 4 and was refueled and 
showered by 10 after 6.  
 
Parts needed:  
--fuel filter  
--5/16" FI hose clamps (10 for this pair of procedures)  
--fuel filter/pump plate o-ring  
--5/16" FI hose, about 3' (1 'length' if you buy from a 
BMW dealer)  
 
Tools needed:  
--8mm hex (socket, wrench, key, t-handle, whatever)  
--8mm socket & driver  
--flat-head screwdriver (for FI hose clamps)  
--needlenose pliers  
--wide-mouth dykes (to cut FI hose)  

 
1.Remove both seats and side cover. You do not need 
to disconnect the battery. Locate the tank arm bolt, 
electrical connector for the fuel pump & gauge, and 
existing fuel lines. 

2. Disconnect all of them. Also disconnect the fuel 
vent lines (not pictured). Fuel tank arm requires 8mm 
hex. 

   Continued on page 8... 
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I’m running again this year for president of 
BMWBMW.  Minutes of the meetings of the Board of 
Directors and General Membership Meetings are re-
quired (see bylaw (III)(A)(3)) to be recorded and pub-
lished in the monthly newsletter and/or website, but 
since I resigned from the Board in January, these min-
utes have not appeared.  Also required (see bylaw (III)
(A)(4)) is an independent annual audit of the treas-
ury.  Results of this audit have not been published in 
the newsletter.  Meetings of at least one per month on 
weekends (see bylaw VIII, para. 1) have either not 
occurred, or have not been published in the newslet-
ter. 

  
If elected, I promise to abide by the bylaws of the 

club in place for good reason, and I promise to do my 
best to revise those bylaws to accomplish the follow-
ing goals: 

1.       make the position of Historian separate from 
the position of Secretary 

2.       see to it that Board of Director and General 
Membership meetings appear well in advance both on 
the website and in the newsletter 

3.       resume sending paper copies of the newslet-
ter as the default for all members, maintaining the op-
tion for electronic download instead 

4.       change the term of members of the Elections 
Committee to three calendar years, staggered, such 
that one member must be elected each year, and no 
member shall be appointed by the Board of Directors, 
to avoid even the appearance of conflict of interest 

5.       continue the Member of the Year and Hall of 
Fame programs, which, while not addressed in the 
bylaws, provide useful and fun recognition for the 
contributions of members 

  
I’ve been a member of the club since the late 80s, 

and have seen a great many improvements in the club 
since then.  I’d like to keep moderate improvements 
coming, while maintaining all the strengths the club 
has developed. 

  
I would appreciate your vote in the upcoming elec-

tion. 
  
  
 

BMWBMW President Candidate Statement 
By George Falcon 

BMWBMW President Candidate Statement 
By Tina Fraembs 

Re-elect Tina Fraembs for President 
 
I would like to announce that I am running for re-

election as BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washing-
ton’s President for the term year of 2009. 

 
I would first like to start out by thanking everyone 

for giving me the chance to be your leader this year.  
It started out as a bit of struggle but once the kinks in 
our chain were fixed, we’ve been off and running ever 
since. 

 
I believe I’ve done a good job this year and have 

accomplished some goals that I had set earlier in the 
year.  Some things we’ve changed or added have 
been: online payments through Pay Pal, upgraded the 
website to accept payments for membership renewals 
and pre-registration for the Square Route Rally; we 
will provide Pay Pal access for future events as well.  
I recruited an active Government Affairs Chair that 
has been involved and very communicative with the 
Club regarding possible changes in legislation.  We 
are hoping to enhance the website a little further with 
the Government Chair’s ability to add important legis-
lation information to our website.  I am hoping this 
will be one way that all members will be able to view 
and learn about the upcoming changes related to mo-
torcycle laws. 

 
I have shown my ability to adjust and move on 

without to much notice.  In January, the BTS editor 
resigned 2 weeks before the February newsletter was 
due to the printers.  I created the entire BTS with 
some help from fellow members and succeeded in 
releasing the BTS on time.   I then recruited Rick 
Przyblyski to take over and improve the look of the 
BTS while turning it into something the club can be 
proud of again.  In March, the Secretary resigned and 
I recruited a new one without delays.  I have shown 
that my ability to react and overcome obstacles has 
benefited the Club as well. 

 
I have a great team of BOD officers and Commit-

tee Chairs and I believe that we should all be proud to 
be a part of this Club.  I have called on the member-
ship a couple of times this year, in both good times 
and bad times and I have always been impressed with 
the response and fellowship that we have within this 
Club!!! 
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BMWBMW President Candidate Statement 
By Tina Fraembs 

I have attended almost every event this Club has 
had over the past year and it has been a privilege to 
meet and socialize with all of you.  I enjoy going to 
and participating in the club events and will continue 
to be available to you in person, on line, or on the 
phone. 

 
In 2009, I would like to put a little extra focus on 

the Square Route Rally.  I would like to research and 
buy a new tent for the Registration/Seminar area.  I 
would also like to investigate moving the SRR sup-
plies from the storage unit to a storage pod AT Camp 
West Mar!!  This is actually a project we are working 
on right now and my goal is to have this done and 
moved by next year’s rally.  I am also open for any 
suggestions from the membership as to what they 
would like to see in 2009. 

 
I have to admit, when I first took office, I was ex-

pecting the position of President to be a lot of work 
and yes a few headaches, but as it turns out, I have 
TRULY enjoyed being your President and serving 
you.  We have had some ups and downs this year but  

overall, I’m very proud of the success and the di-
rection this club is heading.  I would greatly appreci-
ate the opportunity to serve you again for the year 
2009! 

 
Please re-elect Tina Fraembs for President.  I’m 

not just the President, I’m an ACTIVE MEMBER! 

Parade lap at the club picnic at Summit Point. Photo 
courtesy of Wes Fleming. 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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3. Re-
move 
tank and 
carefully 
clean 
away 
any de-
bris on 
or near 
the fuel 
pump/

filter plate, like any bugs that have been lusciously 
preserved by the hot engine.  

Fuel filter replace-
ment  
 
     4. Put the tank down 
so that the plate is on the 
bottom. If you've drained 
the tank of enough gas, 
you won't make a mess. 
If you haven't, you're go-
ing to need to open one 
of the fuel lines and 
drain more gas. Be careful - remember it's gasoline 
fumes that are flammable.  
 

Fuel Filter Change And QD Install 
By Wes Fleming 

5. With paint or a 
permanent marker, 
make two distinct 
marks across both the 
plate and the tank.  

6. Loosen all 6 fuel 
plate nuts by a turn or two 
(8mm socket). BE GENTLE. These things are on studs, not 
bolts, and if you break a stud, you are well & truly screwed. 
Once they're all a little loose, start taking them off one at a time, 
keeping some downward pressure on the plate until they are all 
off.  
 
     7. Gen-
tly wiggle 
and pull the 
entire as-
sembly un-
til it's free 
of the tank. 
BE CARE-
FUL. The 
fuel gauge 
float arm is 
long and swings easily. You will have to kind of work 
things around to get it all off. Don't lose the thin vent 
lines inside the tank, and don't jerk them free either. 
Note the rubber o-ring.     
   Continued on next page... 

mailto:eubmw@starpower.net
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Fuel Filter Change And QD Install 

By Wes Fleming 
10. Use the needlenose pliers to spread apart the 

squeeze clamps on the fuel hoses on either end of the 
fuel filter. Pull the fuel filter free from the lines (gas 
will spray so watch your face) Use the cap that came 
with the new filter to plug the old filter end so gas 
doesn't run out both ends.  
 
     11. Slide new clamps onto the hoses before install-
ing the new filter. Once the filter is in place, place and 
secure the new clamps.  
 
     12. Installation is the reverse of removal. Use the 
needlenose pliers to work the tank's internal vent lines 
back onto their fittings - that way you don't need to 
source new clamps. Use your previously made marks 
to properly align the plate. Be particularly careful and 
attentive in placing the o-ring in its groove. CARE-
FULLY and in a star pattern reinstall and gradually 
tighten the fuel plate nuts. They do have a torque 
value, but I don't remember what it is - I hold the plate 
down firmly to keep the o-ring in its groove, then 
snug the nuts down slightly.  

   Continued on next page... 

8. Set the plate down and pull the vent lines off. If 
you've already had a canisterectomy, it doesn't matter 
which vent line goes back on to which fitting, but if 
you still have your charcoal canister (look behind 
right side passenger footpeg), mark one line and fit-
ting with paint or permanent marker. Once the vent 
lines are off, remove the rubber o-ring and install the 
new one. You can re-use the existing o-ring if you set 
it out to dry in the sun for a few hours.  

 
9. 
Note 
the 
flow 
arrow 
on the 
in-
stalled 
filter 
and 
place 

new filter next to the plate with its arrow pointing the 
same direction. 

www.mortonsbmw.com
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Fuel Filter Change And QD Install 

By Wes Fleming 
     16. Take the tank back off. Cut the line at both 
marks.  
 
     17. For the length of hose that's going on the bike 
side of the setup, put 2 clamps on that hose, install the 
line, and secure one clamp. Work one end of the new 
QD into the other end of the hose (twist & push), then 
secure the other clamp on it. 
 

Picture note: here the old, plastic QD is on the top line; the 
new, aluminum Jiffy-Tite QD is on the bottom line.  

 
18. Slide a 

clamp on the 
tank side of the 
line, install the 
other end of the 
QD (the 45-
degree end in my 
case for the bottom line), and secure the clamp.  

 
19. Repeat steps 14-18 for the other (top) line. 

Take care to reverse the direction of your QDs to pre-
vent getting them mixed up in the future. Also take 
care not to stack them one on top of the other - stag-
ger them. Finally, be careful in your routing of the 
new fuel lines so they don't displace anything, rest on 
anything hot, or rest on anything that could vibrate 
through them.  

 
19. Repeat steps 14-18 for the other (top) line. 

Take care to reverse the direction of your QDs to pre-
vent getting them mixed up in the future. Also take 
care not to stack them one on top of the other - stag-
ger them. Finally, be careful in your routing of the 
new fuel lines so they don't displace anything, rest on 
anything hot, or rest on anything that could vibrate 
through them.  

 
20. Reinstall the tank; connect both fuel lines, both 

vent lines, and the electrical connector (use a dab of 
dielectric gunk to displace moisture). Turn the key - 
listen for the whine of the fuel pump priming, then 
start the bike! If it works, you're done - go fill up your 
tank, clean up your kit, and take a shower. If it doesn't 
work, you have to backtrack through everything 
you've done and find the error - start with the electri-
cal connector.  

   Continued on page 14... 

Once they're all snugged, I go around in a star pat-
tern, turning each one a little bit until they are all sol-
idly tight. Don't overtighten them though - you could 
snap off one of those studs! 

 
Note that I did 

not reinstall the 
ground wire. When 
the R1100GS first 
came out, it had a 
plastic tank that 
required a sepa-
rate ground wire. 
My GS had its tank 
replaced under 
warranty (as many 
of the '95s did), but the techs at that time left the ground wire. 
It's been disconnected for well over 6 months; I took this oppor-
tunity to remove it completely.  

 
Fuel lines & Jiffy-Tite quick disconnects  

 
If you're doing this maintenance, you've probably got 
the apparently breakable plastic quick-d's that people 
seem to be having a lot of trouble with.  
I have never had a problem with mine, but now I'm all 
paranoid about them breaking while I'm out on the 
road. 

13. Do one line at a time. I did the bottom line 
first, the one I planned on installing the 45-degree QD 
on.  

14. Use the needlenose pliers to open the existing 
clamps on the plate end and remove ONE fuel line 

(careful - gas 
might spray out!). 
Put a new clamp 
on the FI hose, 
install it onto the 
fitting, and secure 
the clamp.  
 
15. Open the 
clamp on the bike 
end of the fuel line 

and remove that length of the fuel line. Put the tank 
back on the bike (a good time to check for leaks 
around the fuel pump plate o-ring by shaking the tank 
vigorously) and mark how long the line needs to be to 
reach the other fitting (the one you just the fuel line 
from). Also mark approximately where you want the 
QD to go.  
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Moto-Support For The Nation’s Triathlon 

By Paul Brown 
Riding east on Constitution Avenue, I was de-

lighted to share the road with no other motor vehicles.  
I passed DC’s mayor Fenty as he rode his bicycle, 
then -disregarding a red traffic signal- I made a u-turn 
at Seventh Street and admired the architecture of the 
National Archives and the Museum of Natural His-
tory.  Now heading west, I slowed as I approached a 
group of eight bicyclists moving at a respectable 22 
miles per hour.  My passenger Laura spoke as she ob-
served the cyclists, “These riders seem to be follow-
ing the rules; let’s go catch up to the next group.”  A 
police officer waved me on as we made a u-turn in 
front of the White House, then we took a right at the 
Washington Monument. 

 
Twenty four hundred athletes completed the Na-

tion’s Triathlon on Sunday, September 14, 2008.  
Categorized as an “Olympic” or “International” dis-
tance course, each finisher swam 1.5K, cycled 40K 
and then ran 10K (in miles: 0.93, 24.8, 6.2).  The fast-
est time was just over two hours; the average time 
was three hours and ten minutes (mayor Fenty fin-
ished in two and a half hours). 

 
Organizing such a large event must involve limit-

less details: route planning; permitting; participant 
parking/transportation; traffic control; procurement 
and placement of food, first aid stations, trash cans 
and port-a-johns; and recruitment and coordination of 
volunteers and race officials.  Among the many volun-
teers are motorcyclists who carry race officials to en-
sure that triathletes obey the rules, particularly during 
the cycling portion. 

 
The BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

were asked to provide motorcycle support for the 
2007 event and 
again for the 
2008 event.  
Approximately 
ten motorcycles 
are needed and 
BMWBMW 
delivered suc-
cessfully both 
years.  We’ve 
already been 
asked to help 
out again in 2009. 

As Laura and I passed the Tidal Basin, the Lincoln 
Memorial and the Kennedy Center, she explained her 
role as a race official.  “My job is to take note when 
anyone breaks the rules.  Each time a participant is 
cited for a violation, minutes are added to their race 
time.  Participants who rack up enough violations are 
disqualified.”  In speaking with Laura I learned that 
the rules generally serve two purposes: they keep the 
course safe for participants and they ensure that no 
athlete gains a competitive advantage over another. 

 
TRIATHLON RULES 
Blocking:  We pulled along side another group of 

bicyclists and she explained, “They are supposed to 
ride on the right side of the road, except when they 
want to pass.  Keeping to the right allows faster riders 
to pull out to the left and pass.  After passing, they too 
must return to the right side of the course.”  Noting 
that one cyclist was riding in the center of the road, 
Laura described, “See this rider?  He’s been in the 
middle of the road for more than fifteen seconds.  
That counts as a blocking violation because other rid-
ers can’t pass him easily on the left, and it would be 
unsafe for them to try since they would likely need to 
cross the center line of the road.”  Laura made some 
notes on a pad of paper: the cyclist’s race number, the 
type of violation and our location. 

 
We headed up the Whitehurst Freeway and then 

started northwest on the Clara Barton Parkway (ah!, 
no cars, no traffic signals, no speed limit – life was 
good!). 

 
Drafting:  As we rode along side two bicyclists, 

Laura pointed out that one was following too closely 
behind the other.  “If he follows that closely for too 
long, it’ll count as a drafting violation.  Drafting is 
potentially dangerous if it’s not done correctly by ex-
perienced riders.  And it creates an unequal advantage 
for the person in the back, since the leader ‘cuts’ 
through the air, leaving less wind resistance for the 
follower.  Drafting is allowed in some types of races, 
but not in triathlons.” 

 
As it turns out, the second of the two cyclists 

moved into the center of the lane and began to pass.  
 
   Continued on page 14...  
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Government Affairs Update 

By Steve Willis 
  VCOM Summit  
 
The point of this article is to provide the membership 

with information about the discussions conducted at the 
Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) Summit.  On 
13 September 2008, VCOM hosted representatives from a 
diverse group of Virginia based motorcycle clubs to dis-
cuss legislative strategy for the upcoming legislative ses-
sion.  The discussions were comprehensive.  

 
Here are some general comments about roadway issues.  

In Virginia, when steel plates are used in a roadway, there 
is a requirement to mark the corners with luminous paint.  
If you encounter a steel plate which is not marked prop-
erly, then please call VDOT with the date, time, and loca-
tion. VDOT wants to know of the situation so they can rec-
tify the issue.  VA standards prohibit “slippery paint on 
roads, VDOT is interested in “tar snakes,” dangerous pot-
holes or other hazardous road conditions (edge traps), etc.  
There was a discussion about red-light not responding to 
motorcycles.  Apparently the city, county, and/or VDOT 
Regional Engineer will respond and reset the sensor.  
Please call the Regional Engineer about any road condi-
tions you feel poses a hazard to motorcyclists. 

Judging from the discussion during the Summit, the 
various levels of engineers have been quite responsive in  

the past.  Once again, date, time, location, and a full 
description of the situation are necessary.  Pictures are en-
couraged.  

 
Virginia has provided an additional benefit to success-

fully completing a basic rider training course.  Upon suc-
cessful completion of a state approved course, the graduate 
is entitled to the “M endorsement.”  The requirement to 
take a written test at a DMV office is waived.  All the 
graduate has to do now is simply go to a DMV office, pre-
sent the completion documents, and fill out the paperwork 
to get the endorsement. 

 
Some unassociated statistical data of potential interest.  

The DUI rate for motorcyclists in VA during the last year 
was “very low” at 3.7% of all DUI arrests.  VA based 
training courses trained approximately 16,000 riders last 
year at 29 training sites containing 34 ranges.  VA training 
sites are currently running at maximum capacity.  VA is 
short of RiderCoaches – at least can always use more 
qualified coaches.  There is essentially no ability to add 
additional capacity in Northern VA due to financial con-
straints.  In Southwestern VA, there is a shortage of avail-
able suitable land.  VA is considering an “On The Road” 
traffic course.   

   Continued on next page... 

www.battley.com
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Government Affairs Update 

By Steve Willis 
There are obvious concerns such as safety, training capacity, 

and standardization.  VA is also considering developing and im-
plementing a Scooter course.  The Experienced Rider Course 
(ERC) is available but poorly attended.  If the club desires an 
ERC, then we can most likely get one.  VA has received a fed-
eral grant to conduct public service announcements aimed at 
increasing awareness of motorcyclists. 

 
     VA legislators, regulators, and administrative personnel are 
still concerned about the rate of fatal accidents involving motor-
cyclists.  For the last full year, 126 motorcyclists died on VA 
roads.  By comparison, in the previous year 71 motorcyclists 
died on VA roads.  Current figures show the rate may be lower 
this year.  Analysis of the accident scenarios indicates the most 
common scenario is going off the road in left hand corners.  The 
primary cause seems to be lack of experience.  In response, VA 
has initiated a “Motorcycle 411” campaign aimed at making mo-
torcyclists aware of the hazards of the road, educating motorcy-
clists to be safer, etc.  
 

Presenters provided feedback on several issues.  The Ameri-
can Motorcyclist Association (AMA) is following New York 
City’s (NYC) effort to ban motorcyclists from High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes in NYC.  NYC’s municipal transportation 
code prohibits motorcyclists from using NYC HOV lanes.  The 
NYC code is in contravention of federal law which allows mo-
torcyclists to use HOV lanes if those lanes were federally 
funded.  NYC may ask the US Department of Transportation 
(DoT) to approve the city’s ban.  If the DoT does not approve the 
request, then NYC must change its ban or risk losing federal 
funds.  Currently, there are no known issues with motorcyclists 
being able to use High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes as those 
lanes become available.  All representatives agreed this issue 
needs to be monitored to protect against erosion of the privilege 
to use HOT lanes, but at present there are no issues.  Apparently, 
there is no known incident in VA where an insurance company 
has denied medical benefit coverage for injuries sustained solely 
as the result of riding a motorcycle (e.g., “the HIPPA Loop-
hole”).   

 
The issue of parking garages denying access to motorcyclists 

was discussed.  In most of VA this is not an issue (in fact most of 
the group was surprised there is such an issue in VA at all).  Es-
sentially the rules for parking are quite motorcycle friendly.  At a 
metered spot, motorcycles can park at least two to a spot.  If a 
parking garage was built with public funds, then motorcycles are 
allowed to use the garage. 

 
The group discussed the results of last year’s legislative cam-
paign.  While there were several Senate and House bills of inter-
est to the motorcycling community, most of the bills never made 
it out of committee.  A few bills have been “carried over” to the 
upcoming legislative session.  For the sake of some form of 
brevity, those bills will be discussed in future articles. 
 
Some 12 ideas were proposed for the upcoming legislative 
session.  They mirrored ideas proposed by the club’s mem-
bership.   

 
The group considered:  (1) criminalizing right of way 

violations resulting in death, (2) allowing riding two 
abreast, (3) roadway hazards, (4) flexibility to respond to 
non-responding red-light, (5) distracted driver provisions 
(mostly cell phone use while driving), (6) financial issues 
(mostly reduced tolls, no tolls, no increased tolls for motor-
cycles towing trailers), (7) allowing modulating brake 
lights, (8) allowing “accent” lights and “blue-dot 
lights,” (9) helmet choice for adults, (10) amending the 
state definition of ”motorcycle” to account for “scooters” 
and for “trikes,” (11) motorcycle exemption for new taxes 
on services, (12) parking issues for motorcycles. 

 
As discussed above, several of the issues can be han-

dled by means other than through recourse to legislation.  
Three issues were deemed to be timely for the upcoming 
session.  In priority, (1) right of way provisions, (2) allow-
ing riding two abreast, and (3) allowing modulating brake 
lights.   

 
The Right of Way (RoW) provisions would apply to all 

users of the road – not focused on motorcyclists.  Under 
existing VA law, vehicular homicide is not a provable of-
fence for most scenarios involving a violation of another’s 
right of way.  About the only realistic exception is a 
drunken driving scenario.  The issue is proving up the of-
fender’s intent.  Thus, under existing VA law, most scenar-
ios involving violation of right of way, even those resulting 
in serious injury or death, results in a traffic ticket.  The 
specifics of the RoW provisions need to be worked – fu-
ture articles will apprise the membership of key develop-
ments.  It should be noted – such provisions have been in-
troduced, and failed, for the last three years. 

 
Allowing motorcyclists to ride two abreast is going to 

be put forth yet again.  Just last year a similar attempt 
failed due to a tie vote (9-9) in committee.  In VA, a bill 
has to receive a majority vote to get out of committee.  
Some representatives see riding two abreast as a safety 
issue (enhancing safety).  The real point for the proposals 
is to protect motorcyclists from reckless driving tickets in 
scenarios where two motorcyclists end up abreast of each 
other (e.g., when coming to a red-light or when leaving a 
red-light).  Technically, if two riders are abreast of each 
other to any degree (e.g., rider #1 departs a red-light slower 
than rider #2 such that rider #2 closes the gap with rider 
#1), then they can be ticketed for reckless driving.  VA is 
the only state in the country which classifies riding two 
abreast as reckless driving.  The only other state prohibit-
ing riding two abreast is Vermont.  In Vermont riding two 
abreast is a minor traffic violation. 

   Continued on page 16... 
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Laura: “He needs to complete his pass in fifteen 
seconds and then move back over to the right.”  Me: 
“Otherwise he’d be blocking other riders who may 
want to pass?”  Laura: “You got it.” 

 
Overtaken:  As the passing rider advanced, the 

other rider also sped up, not letting the other athlete 
complete the pass and return to the right.  “That’s a 
violation,” Laura said, “When another rider passes, 
the overtaken rider must allow the passing rider to 
return to the right side of the road – and the overtaken  

Moto-Support For The Nation’s Triathlon 
By Paul Brown 

Moto-Support For The Nation’s Triathlon 
By Paul Brown 

rider must follow two-to-three bike lengths behind the 
their new leader for at least fifteen seconds. Not al-
lowing the other rider to pass completely qualifies as 
an ‘overtaken’ violation.” 

 
We moved ahead and reached another turnaround 

point where we made a tight u-turn and headed back 
down the Clara Barton Parkway.  The Potomac spar-
kled through the trees.  And still there were no cars! 

 
Illegal Pass:  Riding along side another group of 

cyclists, I saw one pass another on the right.  “Is that 
allowed?” I asked.  Laura replied, “I saw that too.  
And no, it’s not allowed.  That’s an illegal pass and 
it’s not a safe move.  As with the other violations 
we’ve seen, that will add two minutes to their bicy-
cling time.” 

 
We reached the Lincoln Memorial area again and 

then went for a short out-and-back on the Rock   
Creek Parkway.  When I asked her about the other 
things she looks for, Laura described that helmets 
must be worn and fastened at all times while on the 
bicycle, audio devices are never allowed and clothing 
covering the torso must be worn.  Cyclists may not 
discard anything on the course and no participant may 
accept items (food, water, etc.) or assistance (ex: in 
mending a flat tire) from another person. 

 
The triathlon had started in waves such that the 

first participants began their swim at 7am and the last 
participants began about two hours later.  The first 
athletes began on the cycling course a little after 7:30 
and many others were still on their bicycles at 11:00. 

 
When Laura and I finished our first lap, we re-

peated part of the course and at 9:00, I delivered her 
to the finish line where 
she needed to report her 
violation information.  
The early finishers would 
be crossing the finish line 
soon and their final results 
would need to be calcu-
lated quickly after they 
finished.  With plenty of 

bicyclists still on the course, another official jumped 
on my bike and around I went again.  

   Continued on next page... 

 That's about it! After I finished I decided to 
shorten the bottom line 
to get it up off the 
telelever pivot. That's 
when I discovered that 
you don't really NEED 
the clamps on them. 

I had to cut 
the line at the 
end of the QD, 
then had to cut it 
in smaller nips 
to get it off the 
QD. I left the 
clamps on any-
way - redundancy sometimes soothes the mind.  
 
The Jiffy-Tite QDs are expensive (parts + shipping 
from Daytona BMW was $117) but their all-metal 
(aluminum) construction with no sliceable o-rings 
means there's simply no chance for failure. There's no 
button - that entire gold-colored collar slides back to 
disconnect. You can't reconnect the fittings without 
sliding the collar back again.  
 
I had planned on replacing the fuel lines inside the 
tank as well, but once I opened it up, I could see that 
they were new, or at least about a year old. The fuel 
filter in there was about a year old too, obviously in-
stalled by the previous owner, but since I was in there, 
I replaced it anyway. Now I know exactly when it 
went in (15,990 miles). I'm that guy! 

Fuel Filter Change And QD Install 
By Wes Fleming 
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Moto-Support For The Nation’s Triathlon 

By Paul Brown 

Experience with carrying passengers:  To safely 
do my job, I relied on a few acquired skills; I de-
scribed them to Dave.  “Well, it’s important to be ex-
perienced and comfortable carrying passengers, par-
ticularly since race officials might not be experienced 
passengers.  Also, they need to move around a bit to 
best view the athletes and to take notes.” 

 
Experience with slow speed turns and sudden 

stops:  “At the same time, it’s important to be prac-
ticed with slow-speed maneuvering: tight turns and 
quick stops are certainties.”  I encouraged Dave to get 
some training and take up motorcycling, and after a 
few years he might consider volunteering at a race.  I 
might have scared Dave. 

 
THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE RACE DAY 
Know where to be and when, be aware of road 

closing times:  I had enjoyed my morning at the tri-
athlon, and I realized that good planning had played a 
part.  When my clock’s alarm sounded at 5:00AM, I 
was glad that I knew exactly where I needed to be – I 
had programmed the coordinates into my GPS.  I 
knew that the police would block the roads beginning 
at 6:00, so I needed to be at the meet-up point prior to 
that. 

VOLUNTEERING IS GOOD 
Every now and then we get the opportunity to ap-

ply our love of motorcycle riding in a way that mate-
rially benefits others.  The triathlon is an example; so 
too are many other events in which motorcycles are 
needed to help monitor cycling/running/walking 
courses – or to carry supplies (first aid items, bicycle 
repair items, etc) and/or people (event coordinators).  
Motorcycles are often needed to help “mark” intersec-
tions (and alert motorists) where event participants 
need cross busy roads.  And there are probably many 
more examples that I’m not experienced with. 

 
Lending our enthusiasm for motorcycling to worth-

while causes reflects well on our club I think.  And it 
reflects well on motorcyclists in general.  Also, you 
sometimes get free food. 

 
I left the shade of the volunteer’s tent and hopped 

on my bike.  For the next half mile I rode a part of the 
course that had not yet been open to traffic – my last 
chance to blow through red lights.  And then I re-
entered the real world, where it matters how fast you 
go and what side of the road you ride on.  
Pitty. . .  My calendar is already marked for 
next year’s event: September 13, 2009.  
Maybe I’ll see you there? 

If possible, get credentials (a.k.a. “course pass) in 
advance:  As luck would have it, I arrived at a certain 
intersection that had been closed an hour earlier.  
Since I had 
no creden-
tials to verify 
that I was a 
welcome vol-
unteer, a po-
lice officer at 
the intersec-
tion turned 
me away – 
but my GPS 
helped me find an alternate route. 

 
Carry the contact information for the event or-

ganizer:  I was fortunate to make it to the meet-up 
point in plenty of time, but along the way I was glad 
to have remembered to bring my contact person’s mo-
bile phone number with me. 

 
I reached the finish area for the second time, 

parked the bike and bellied up to the volunteer tent for 
a bite to eat and –more importantly on that hot day- 
some cold water.  Under the shaded tent, we volun-
teers had a front-row view of the triathletes as they 
finished their runs.  It was a great opportunity to chat 
with other BMWBMW club members, and also with 
other volunteers. 

 
REQUIRED RIDING SKILLS 
I struck up conversation with another volunteer 

who introduced himself as Dave.  He was curious as 
to why I was wearing riding gear so I explained how I 
had ridden the cycling course and how the officials 
monitored the course’s safety and the participant’s 
adherence to rules.  Dave mentioned that he was inter-
ested to learn to ride and he asked if it was difficult to 
ride with a passenger and weave through so many bi-
cycles.  As thought about it, I realized that the answer 
was “yes.”  
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like more 
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride 
one weekend, call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd. 
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder 
email come to you the week before the 
breakfast, send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970.  
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on 
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your 
left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-
347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to 
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward 
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 
south for 6.5 miles.  The restaurant is on 
the left. 

BREAKFAST RIDES 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who 

meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web 
message board.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is 
the third Tuesday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally 
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or 
RTE.http://www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums/ 

 
 

   

***Club Needs Volunteers*** 
 

Here’s your chance to serve the club.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more 
about how you can help. 

 
October 4-5, 2008 BMWBMW Oktoberfest, Camp Westmar, MD. 
October 5, 2008 BMWBMW Membership Meeting Cozy Restaurant, Thurmont, 
MD. 11:00 a.m. BoD meeting at 10:00 am. 
October 18, 2008 BMWBMW MD Roadside Cleanup 9:00 am. See website for 
details 

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED 
November 15, 2008—Kimo Lee  
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local and club events: 
 www.bmwbmw.org/node/17 
 

Modulating brake lights is fairly self-explanatory.  The only real issue here is the pro-
hibition on modulating brake lights (for original equipment) is in a federal motor vehicle 
safety standard which VA adopted.  The group felt the legislature would work around this 
issue. 

 
The club is not bound by VCOM’s legislative agenda.  They would appreciate feed-

back on any ideas we want to pursue.  They need feedback by 30 November.  If the club 
is interested, we can have VCOM representatives speak at a club meeting.  They defi-
nitely are interested in BMWBMW’s presence.  Please let me know if you have any sug-
gestions, comments, etc.   

Government Affairs Update 
By Steve Willis 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  
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Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes 
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on 
the left.  N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'. 
 
Bob's BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about 
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than 
one mile on the right.  N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'. 
 
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, 
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and 
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and 
turn left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  N39° 
38.0863’ / W77°  31.3955’. 
 
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, 
MD.  21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to 
Frederick, MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. 
Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light to head N. on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.  If you miss the Rt. 
806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 
77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take a right at the 
light at Water to go S. on Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, 
which will be on your right.  N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°  
24.9358’. 
 
Lap's Quality Cycle - 3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East 
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin 
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town 
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then 
same as above.  N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'. 
 
Maryland State Fairgrounds 
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on 
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia 
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road, 
right onto York Road, heading South.  The fairgrounds is 
a few blocks down on the right.  N39° 27.4806' / W76° 
38.0314'. 

Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., 
Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse 
Rd./Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right 
at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s.  N38° 
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'. 
 
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 
East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. 
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave.  N39° 
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'. 

 
JO's U-PAC, medium size,  good condition,  $50, Irv Warden, (703) 850-7843.  (200802)  

Member’s Market Classifieds 

 DIRECTIONS & COORDINATES 

Club Merchandise 

We have restocked the inventory of these popular 
shirts! We currently have sizes in XL, XXL and 
XXXL. The shirts are heather gray, long sleeved and 
have our logo on the front on the left and a larger 
logo on the back. Please contact Christine Bauer at 
sales@bmwbmw.org if you would like to purchase 
one of these shirts. 
The cost is $20.00. If 
you are interested in 
other sizes, please let 
me know that as well. 
If we have enough 
requests for other 
sizes, we may be able 
to place an additional 
order. 
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BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

www.motorcyclevirginia.com
mailto:info@speedscycle.com
www.speedscycle.com
mailto:anton@largiader.com
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2009 BMWBMW OFFICERS – VOTING BALLOT 
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 31 OCTOBER 2008 
 
Circle your choice for each office. 
You must mail in this ballot.   
Associate members only may send in a copy but  
MUST INCLUDE their name and membership number  
in writing. 
 
 
PRESIDENT: 
 
George Falcon    Tina Fraembs (incumbent) 
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT/RALLY CHAIR – no incumbent: 
 
Pete Watt     Maria Vandergucht   
 
 
SECRETARY – no incumbent: 
 
Ron Plichta 
 
 
TREASURER: 
 
Elsie Smith (incumbent) 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: 
 
Don Catterton (incumbent) 
 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
 
Rick Przybylski (incumbent) 
 
Mail this ballot to:     WRITE IN VOTES may be 
WES FLEMING      written next to the printed 
8103 Kemper Street     candidate – be sure to 
Alexandria VA 22309     CIRCLE your write-in vote. 

BMWBMW Election Ballot 
Voter’s Name: 
 
 
 
BMWBMW Membership # 
 
 
This box must be filled out or the  
ballot will not be counted. 
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________  
#2 ________________________  
#3 ________________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________  

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 I’d be willing to help with the 

following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG 
Please check the appropriate box 

___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below) ___Mail me the newsletter 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular 

member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or 
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 


