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Tech Day

Editor: Rick Przybylski
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming

On August 8th, 2008, Jim
Bade (aka JimVonBaden)
hosted a tech day at his house
with quite a turnout. Jim
states over thirty bikes
showed. Weather was good
and lots of work was completed. The next tech day is
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rates at:
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We request that display advertisements be
submitted electronically no later than the 10th
day of the month preceding the month of publication.
Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the editor no
later than the 10th day of the month preceding
the month of publication.

scheduled for Saturday, September 20, 2008 at Jim
Smith’s. 20395 Old Hermanville Rd. Park Hall, MD
20667.
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Rap & Ride

Two Bitts
By Rick Przybylski

By Tina Fraembs

It’s that time of year….
Charity season is upon us. I love
this time of year with all of the charity
events going on, it gives me a sense of giving. As a
club, we have been asked by the Nation’s Triathlon,
Ride for Kids, Multiple Sclerosis and many others to
help support their events.
I want to remind everyone that although the club
does not financially support any one charity; with so
many charities out there, it’s not fair to pick JUST
ONE. However, we do support our members and
therefore, please feel free to wear your club shirts or if
there is going to be a big turnout, we also have club
banners that you may take along with you. Just let
someone on the BOD know and hopefully, they can
do a meet and greet and pass on the banner.
I encourage everyone to help whenever they can. I
know some of our members organize their own charity efforts and I applaud them for it. Ed Phelps organizes the donations for the John Hopkins Children’s
Hospital along with the club’s rides programs, Christine Bauer organized a charity donation cup for Nate
Kern at the Square Route Rally. Karen “Repo”
McGinn is always organizing moto support for many
charity events. I’m so proud that our club helps local
charities in so many ways. My beautiful little sister
has MS and although she lives in CA, it was heartwarming to help with the local MS walk last year.

September already! Summer is
coming to an end and the kids heading back to school. I, for one, am
looking forward to the cooler riding
weather. (Just watch out for the wet
leaves.) We have the club picnic coming up as well as
Oktoberfest. We also have election of club officers
within the next month or two as well as our country’s
presidential election in November. Christmas will be
here before we know it. Time flies when we are having fun. Do have fun and ride safe!
Rick
BTS Editor

VA Breakfast RTE
The Virginia August Breakfast RTE was on 8/24/08 at
the Town And Country Restaurant in Warrenton. Those
who attended said it was a nice time and a nice turnout.
The VA Breakfast RTE is usually the 4th Sunday of the
month at 9am. (Photo courtesy Linda Bell)

I’d like to thank all of our members for doing their
part in charity events. If you are interested in what’s
going on, please visit the forums, www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums . Unfortunately, some of the events are
posted kind of late but we do try to give advance
warnings.
Ride safely everyone! See you all soon….
Tina Fraembs
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MEMBERSHIP

Summer Transition to Fall:Time To Consider
Conspicuity By Steve Willis

By Don Catterton

Membership Report as of August 01, 2008

In a few weeks, the equinox will mark the
transition from Summer to Fall. While a rider should
always consider issues of seeing and being seen, we
thought the transition from Summer to Fall marks a
good time to discuss the topic of conspicuity. The
purpose of this article is simply to trigger in the rider
the need to periodically examine the bike to determine
if the rider can improve the functional conspicuity of
the bike and rider.

Members: 477
427 Active
50 Associate
Renewing Members: 16
15 Active
1 Associate
New Members: 15
14 Active
1 Associate
Joining BMWBMW are: Robert Huggins,
Stafford, VA; Dennis Allen, Alexandria, VA: Eric
Isselhardt, Elkridge, MD; Frank Barton, Annapolis,
MD; Chris Huber, Alexandria, VA; Linda Bell, Stafford, VA; Christopher Thomas, Arlington, VA; Mark
Norris, Sykesville, MD; Bradley Owen, Kensington,
MD; Ed and Cindy DeAngelo, Pasadena, MD; Brian
Bruen, Alexandria, VA; John Motz, Vienna, VA; Sara
Daleski, Vienna, VA; and Wayne Dennis of Hagerstown, MD.
To all of the New Members let me be one of the
first to welcome you all to the club. I look forward to
our meeting at future club events and encourage your
involvement in the BMWBMW message boards. In
addition, send me a photo of you and your bike with a
short bio for publication in the BTS
Thanks for joining with BMWBMW!
Welcome to the club, one and all!
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is the norm for all members unless requested otherwise! If you are unable to
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or
email Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
phone 443-829-6539
membership@bmwbmw.org

For this discussion, conspicuity is the concept
of making other motorist recognize you are in the
roadway. Many authors have discussed the issue of
conspicuity over the years so we will not attempt to
recover the subject.
The front of the bike is a logical place to begin
the examination. Are all lights working? Has anything changed the aiming point of the lights (worn
suspensions, hard impacts, heavier than normal loads,
lighter than normal loads)? If auxiliary lighting has
been added, are there any obvious issues with the wiring (e.g., has one of those infamous zip ties worn out
or otherwise been impaired such that a wire could get
broken or snagged on a brake caliper or moving part)?
There are many options for adding lights to the
front of a motorcycle. In the club’s forum, there has
been a healthy debate about headlight modulators and
about auxiliary lights. From those debates it is clear
many riders want auxiliary lights whether in the form
of modulators, lights to be seen (such as “Motolights),
or lights for driving (such as PIAAs). The consensus
is to add lights in a location where the additional
lights make a triangle. Usually the triangle is formed
with the organic headlight module forming the top of
the triangle and the auxiliary lights providing the
outer tips at the outer, lower edges of the triangle.
Recently, Jerry Skene, a BMWBMW member,
brought to market his “Photon Blasters.” The Photon
Blasters are both an alternative and a potential addition to the “be seen” (e.g., Motolights) or the
“driving” lights (e.g., PIAAs). Here is his website:
http://www.photonblaster.com.
Continued on page 19...
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Government Affairs Update—September ‘08
By Steve Willis
The point of this missive is to inform the membership of current and future activities of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC). In previous articles
in the BTS and in posts to the forums, we have monitored and discussed proposed legislation in the Maryland and Virginia legislatures. We have also monitored and discussed some activity at the regulatory
level for the various states and the federal agencies.
We are currently at a stage where we need to take the
decision whether there are issues or concerns we need
or want to pursue in future legislative sessions or in
future regulatory forums.
The membership has had the opportunity to provide input to the GAC efforts. There is an “open
door” for ideas, issues, and concerns. All ideas are
welcome. The membership can use the GAC email
address (listed at the front of the BTS), post comments in the club’s forum (typically under General
Chat), send a private message to a member of the
Board or to me, or suggest an idea at a meeting.
September 2008
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Several members of the club have proposed legislative or regulatory concepts. The proposed topics
fall into categories such as: (1) financial incentives for
using a motorcycle, (2) measures to increase motorcyclists use of the road and parking facilities, (3) measures to increase awareness of motorcycles, and (4)
measures to increase warnings to motorcyclists of
road hazards. The following paragraphs will discuss
specific proposals under the above broad categories.
Some members strongly advocate financial incentives for on-road use of a motorcycle. The proposed
incentives are: (1) free or reduced access to toll roads
and bridges, (2) tax rebates or reductions for taking
training courses such as the Basic Rider Course, Experienced Rider Course, the various track oriented
classes, etc, (3) tax incentives for using motorcycles
for commuting, and (4) exemption or reduced fee for
cities charging congestion fees to enter a city.
Continued on next page...
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Government Affairs Update—September ‘08
By Steve Willis
Another category of proposals of keen interest to
the membership concerns giving motorcyclists increased use of the road and parking facilities. These
proposals typically orient on: (1) allowing motorcyclist to engage in lane splitting, (2) lane sharing, (3)
filtering to the front at stops, (4) dedicated parking for
motorcycles, (5) allow multiple motorcycles to park
in one spot, (6) allow angled parking for motorcycles,
(7) eliminate requirements as to how motorcycles are
parked, and (8) prohibit parking garages from discriminating against motorcyclists (e.g., garages
should not prohibit parking a motorcycle in parking
garage).
The third category of proposals includes measures
to increase other motorists’ awareness of motorcyclists. The proposals in this category are (1) posting
awareness messages on state “Amber Alert” signs on
the interstates, (2) enhanced use of existing state and
private measures such as signs posted on the roadside
warning other motorists to look for motorcycles, (3)
enhanced motorist training (increased existing
driver’s education to address the presence of motorcycles on the road).
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The fourth category of proposal are focused on
warning motorcyclists of upcoming road hazards such
as: (1) serious bumps or buckles in the road, (2) presence of open joints (on bridges), (3) presence of loose
gravel in use as a road (in rural Maryland and Virginia
this is a method of making roads), (4) presence of
grooved roadways (e.g., in construction zones, entering emergency lanes, shoulders), (5) presence of “tar
snakes,” and (6) use of slippery roads (e.g., from
paints).
There are other proposals as well. These include: measures to improve motorcycle training, increase training opportunities, and increase the requirements to qualify for operating a motorcycle. The proverbial “helmet choice for adults” measure is alive
and well.
The next paragraphs discuss a few of the controversial issues. The first issue is the privilege a motorcyclist has to use High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV)
lanes. This is a continuing issue of concern.
Continued on page 13...
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Distant Horizons Brought Closer
By Steve Anderson
When you hear the phrase "long ride," what comes
to mind? A 100 mile meander on a Sunday? A weekend trip to a rally in New England or the Midwest?
Maybe an Iron Butt Association Saddlesore 1000?
"Long ride" is a relative term, of course. For members of the Horizons Unlimited community, the term
takes on a much larger meaning. These are folks who
think nothing of packing their bikes off to continents
far and wide, there to tread on roads we don't know, to
places we might have heard about, to see things we
can only imagine. If you've watched the "Long Way
Round" and "Long Way Down" shows, you get the
idea. But these people do it without support teams,
Hollywood star power, or fixers to ease the way.
Each year,
the HU folks
hold a series
of travelers'
meetings
around the
world. In the
U.S., that includes one in
OK, it’s not a motorcycle, but wouldNorth Carolina
n’t you love to have an RV that was built
and one in Colo- to finish the Paris-Dakar Rally?
rado. This July,
Don Graling and I rode down to the North Carolina
one, he for the first time, I for the third. It's held at the
Iron Horse Lodge in Stecoah, a tiny community near
Robbinsville in the western part of the state. This
year, there were about 70 riders in attendance.
The purpose of the meetings is to get together with
fellow enthusiasts, talk about where you've been and
where you want to go, exchange tips and advice, see
presentations, and go for rides. It's kind of like a rally
without the field events. There are all sorts of bikes in
evidence, from BMW GS models (heavily represented) to KLR650s, medium size off-road bikes,
some fairly rare models we don't see often in the U.S.,
like the Honda Africa Twin, and the occasional Gold
Wing or other touring bike. This year, there was a
Harley chopper that had been ridden much of the way
around the world -- making assumptions based on the
equipment is a foolhardy exercise here!
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Grant Johnson,
with his wife
Susan the founder of Horizons
Unlimited, didn't
arrive until Saturday due to
food poisoning
he picked up
elsewhere, but
This is the cabin in which Don and we soldiered on
I stayed. The lodge has camping,
rooms in the main lodge building, and anyway. Volunteers
had arranged the
rooms in outlying cabins, and is a
wonderful base camp for riding in
presentations to be
western North Carolina.
held in the large
common area of the
Iron Horse dining room. Through the weekend, we
learned about some spectacular rides: across Mexico,
from volcano peak to volcano peak; a "coming of
age" ride with a father and young son from Peru to
Brazil to Bolivia and back to Peru; a married couple
and their journeys to South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho, Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize; and much more.
Stickers
are a common fixture
at one of
these meetings. Everyone likes
to show off
a little.

This rider
carries a mini
Etch-A-Sketch
along with him;
he calls it his
first edition
GPS.

As I mentioned when I got back to Morton's, it was
the kind of experience that makes you want to quit
your job, pack up your bike, and just hit the road for a
year or two.
Continued on next page 9...
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September 2008

Distant Horizons Brought Closer
By Steve Anderson
And many of these folks do just that. I talked to
several people who had sold their houses to wander
the planet, content to live on their savings and occasional earned money along the way. They relish the
freedom and lack of responsibility, and revel in every
new dawn. That type of life certainly isn't for everyone, but it does have its appeal, at least on the surface.
One of
the camping
areas at Iron
Horse
Lodge, starting to fill
with Horizons members.

If you find yourself intrigued by the lifestyle, or
even just the stories, head over to http://
www.horizonsunlimited.com. You’ll find the most
comprehensive website for overland travel anywhere.
There is an online newsletter and many, many forum
sections devoted to any questions you might have.
From what kind of equipment you need, to what paperwork is required, to which border crossing is the
best for an American on a motorcycle to get out of
Paraguay, you’ll find the information there.

Presentations were given with a big screen
TV and sound system in the large dining hall of
the lodge.
September 2008
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There is also an online store (run by Café Press),
through which you can order all sorts of clothing and
an awesome DVD with Grant and Susan’s presentation on their round the world motorcycle trip. The
DVD is a great way to get a sold basic knowledge of
how to travel the world on your bike from two people
who have done it.
Story & Photos © Steve Anderson
The back porch of the dining hall features benches
and comfortable rocking chairs, perfect for relaxing
after a day in the saddle.

HIPAA: Time To Write Your Representatives
By Steve Willis
It is time. It is time to consider writing your representative in the United States House of Representatives (House) to tell your Representative you want
Congress to close the loophole in coverage under the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA). This article will discuss HIPAA, the
agency implementing regulations, and the potential
loophole which may allow health insurers to deny
coverage for injuries sustained while engaged in riding your motorcycle or while engaged in legal forms
of recreation.
Many members first reaction to this subject is
probably akin to “oh, this again.” Such a reaction is
legitimate on the initial level because the discussions
of the loophole have been ongoing for some time
now in internet forums and elsewhere.
Continued on page 11...
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Product Review—ReV’it Jade Boots
By Dawn Douglas
I just brought the ReV'it Jade
boots from Bob's BMW. They are
made to fit the female foot. I must
say that I am impressed with them
and will be consigning my Oxtar
boots to the back of the closet. I am
so digging these boots.
I have a narrow foot
and it feels like these boots were
made just for me. There is strong ankle support and the zipper is Velcro so
that it's out of the way when you zip
up and wrap the closure closed, which
is also Velcro. The top of the foot portion is low profiled
so you feel the shift lever better and
the sole is flat with minimal heel. I
also have no arches, so the arch support in these boots feel great. I haven't walked extensively in these boots
yet, but I will test that factor out on
the range next week.
The Jade boots also look SEXY!
I tested out the longevity of walking in these boots
for a long period and find that I can walk for up to 8
hours in these boots before I start to feel the hard surface of the tarmac.
If you are a MSF instructor, ReV'it has a great discount for you. These boots retail for $209 w/ tax, but I
paid $178 w/ tax. The discount also goes towards riding gear also. Just provide a copy of your MSF card.
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HIPAA: Time To Contact Your Representatives
By Steve Willis
What has changed is legislative action closing the
loophole failed this summer in the House due to a
procedural misunderstanding. The committee of jurisdiction is considering procedural rules to determine
whether the committee can consider the legislation
despite the earlier issues. More on this later.

in the House removed a matching bill in the House
because the committee chairman misunderstood the
procedural aspects of the bill. The committee of jurisdiction is the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce. The Chairman is The Honorable John D.
Dingell and the Ranking Member is The Honorable
Joe Barton.

HIPAA is a relatively recent piece of federal legislation designed to protect an employee’s ability to
carry health insurance from job to job or in the case of
losing employments. The HIPAA legislation applies
to many other areas not germane to our issue. The
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) issued regulations implementing HIPAA.
Those implementing regulations can be read to deny
health insurance coverage for injuries sustained while
engaged in high-risk activities. Arguably, the implementing regulations misinterpreted Congress’s intent.
The Senate has passed a bill amending HIPAA to
close the loophole. However, in late July of 2008, the
chairman of the committee of jurisdiction
September 2008
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2008 Square Route Rally

JB Fields Memorial Ride To Eat Update
Updated info!

Thank You Door Prize Donors and Vendors!
Please make sure you support all of our wonderful
door prize donors and vendors who participated in
this year’s rally. We had wonderful selection of
prizes! Please be sure to mention BMWBMW and the
Square Route Rally when making your purchases. If
you need contact information, please email me at
sales@bmwbmw.org
Battley Cycle
Bob’s BMW
Morton’s BMW
Open Road Outfitters
Canon/Bryant Kling
Annapolis Motor Sports
Alton Brown of Feasting on Asphalt
Backroads Publishing
Bike Log
Racer Parts Wholesale
Helmet Head Cycle Gear
Rider Warehouse (Aerostitch)
RoadGear
Roadrunner Publishing
Works Performance
Butt Buffer
MotoGeaer Outlet
Vanson Leathers
BMW Motorrad USA
Speeds Cycle
Rokstraps
Road Ready
Bill Mayer Saddles
Held USA
Cycle Gadgets
LD Comfort
Stan Scott (Ear, Inc distributor)
Post Enterprises
MotoComm
Full Throttle Camping
Sargent Cycle Products
Marsee Products
Micatech
MotoOrganizer

Hotel info:
Econo Lodge
418 Piedmont Drive
Lexington, NC 27295
336-249-0111
Rooms run about $65 a night, make your own reservations. SOON!
I have not physically laid eyes on this hotel, but am
told that it’s an older property so isn’t a top end place
– what do you expect for $65??? But it doesn’t make
frequent appearances on COPS either. In other words,
should be a reasonably safe, reasonably inexpensive
place.
If you can’t get a room there, or have higher standards, the folks at Speedy’s also mentioned this place:
Hwy 8 Motel (used to be a Super 8, now privately
owned, recently renovated)
1631 Cotton Grove Rd
Lexington, NC 27292
336-357-6444
This property is about 5 miles from Speedy’s and 4
miles from the Econo Lodge
The plan is to meet at the Berry Patch in Rockingham for ice cream at 2 PM on Saturday, September
27th.
1246 N US 220
www.worldslargeststrawberry.com
Dinner at Speedy’s BBQ at 5PM
1317 Winston Road
Lexington, NC
www.speedysbbqinc.com

Please email me at vp@bmwbmw.org to express
your interest! If the group gets larger than it is currently, I would like to let Speedy’s know how many!
Hope to see lots of people show up – JB would be
honored!
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Government Affairs Update—September ‘08
By Steve Willis
Several federal laws already provide motorcyclists
access to HOV lanes. The issue here is to monitor
and safeguard the current access to prevent states and
local jurisdictions from eroding our privileges to use
HOV lanes. There is a putative effort in New York to
seek federal approval of New York City’s ban of motorcyclists using HOV lanes in New York City. The
city ban contrasts with the various federal laws that
allow motorcyclists to use HOV lanes. References
state New York has sent a letter to Secretary Peters,
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation (DoT)
asking her to approve the city’s ban. Efforts to locate
the letter and the status of the action, if any, have been
unfruitful. We will continue the effort to monitor this
issue. It is worth noting Secretary Peters’ biography
on the DoT website states she is an avid motorcyclist.
The issue of whether motorcyclists can use High
Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes appears to be settled in
favor of the motorcyclist. This is true at least in Virginia. From all extant sources, Maryland appears to
have chosen the Express Toll Lane (ETL) concept. In
an ETL context, all users pay to enter the ETL. The
concept of HOV does not apply, thus there is not a
HOT component in the ETL scenario. With the federal push to enhance the use of tolling as a method to
pay for public roadways, the membership must maintain awareness of the rules for toll roads. We will
monitor this issue to guard against erosion of the
privilege to use HOV and HOT lanes. If there is interest in the push to increase tolling of our roadways,
the GAC will submit articles on this subject.
The third area of controversial proposals is to allow motorcyclists to lane split, lane share, and filter to
the front. Much of the support for these types of proposals is seemingly based on the perception that California law affirmatively allows these tactics as is allowed in some European countries. Several members
have had significant experience with these tactics
from riding in Germany (for example) or in California. For the sake of accuracy, California law does not
affirmatively permit lane splitting, and filtering to the
front. There is material, such as driver’s manual and
website statements to affect motorcyclists can lane
split, but there is no legal authority to lane split. What
happened is the California Highway Patrol strongly
opposed legislative efforts to prohibit expressly lane
splitting. By contrast, in Virginia, the Virginia
September 2008
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State Police have actively opposed state legislative
efforts to allow expressly lane spitting.
The GAC submitted principles for developing, advancing, assigning priority to a topic, and selecting
proper forum. These principles are: (1) Define the
issue with the appropriate level of detail. (2) Suggest
a resolution with the appropriate level of detail.
(3) Ensure the person to whom you are addressing
possesses the authority to resolve the issue. (4) Focus on key issues which can be accomplished. (5)
Focus near term efforts on issues which can be resolved in the near term. (6) Limit the number of issues per meeting. (7) Have a “leave behind” summarizing the issue, the resolution, and brief discussion of
the issues.
The various legislators and regulators are likely to
ask the motorcycling community for help in addressing the increased fatality rate for motorcyclists. Any
ideas people have are most welcome. This may be the
perfect time to seek express approval for auxiliary
lighting (e.g., changes to the much debated meaning
of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 108).
We have two specific opportunities in the near future. Member “Dough Boy” (Dan) arranged for us to
meet with the Maryland Secretary of the Department
of Transportation. Dan (Dough Boy on the forum) –
thank you for your efforts. In mid-September, the Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) will host a
Summit to address issues of concern to the motorcycling community. I will attend the Summit.
Over the near future, the GAC will try to obtain the
New York (State and City) letter to Secretary Peters
and the associated material. Likewise, the GAC will
try to obtain the material on the VA State Police opposition to lane splitting. The next step for both is to use
the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and
state parallels to obtain the information. Hopefully,
the information will shape our efforts as we move forward.
Steve Willis is the Government
Affairs Chairman for our club. If
you have any questions or government concerns, email him at
government@bmwbmw.org.
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OKTOBERFEST

2008 Oktoberfest
Registration Form

October 3rd, 4th & 5th
Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD
Check-in all day Saturday, October 4th and check out is 10:00 AM, Sunday, October 5th. Early arrivals welcome after 6:00 PM, Friday, October 3th
Please indicate the number in your party that will attend:
$20 per Adult - $10 per child (12 & under) - (children under 3 are free)
Enclosed is $ ____________ for _____ adults ____ children 12 & up
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to: Ed Phelps, 7447 Old Washington Rd, Woodbine, MD
21797-9115 For more information, please call Ed (before 9:30 p.m.) at 410-781-7521

Deadline for registration is Monday, September 22nd. You must pre-register for this event. Include SASE or
your email address if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.
Name_______________________________Email:______________________________
Guest Name_______________________________
Address _______________________________________ City __________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H)___________________________(W)_______________________________________
I hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, the American Legion, and Camp West Mar for any liability resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the
2008 Oktoberfest. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators, and assignees.
Name _______________________________________
Signature ____________________________________Date ______________________
Guest Name ______________________________________

Signature ____________________________________Date ______________________
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OKTOBERFEST

BMWBMW Club Merchandise!

By Ed Phelps
Oktobefrst will run from October 3, thru October 5th.
Nothing new and different for sure!
Friday camping is certainly allowed and there is no registration required. You can bring your own food, snacks and
drinks. Firewood is provided for outside campfires or inside the hall fireplace.

Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
email Christine Bauer at: sales@bmwbmw.org
We still sell customized items such as
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw

Saturday is when the rest of the fun begins. Registration
and fee are required (the fee of course is for the food). The
earlier you arrive the better chance of getting a cabin if that
is what you want.
If you want to spend the day riding around the area you
can do that or maybe Ed can have some self guided tours
printed out and you can take one or two of them. Or you
can relax and converse your day away with some of the
other members enjoying the solitude and quiet. There is no
cell phone reception and only a pay phone to disturb you
so you can go out to the pond and go fishing for relaxation.
Talk about relaxing!! Breakfast and lunch are on you.
We will provide snacks starting around 4 PM to get you
thru until 7 PM when dinner will be served. Christine is
once again going to make her authentic German soup that
everyone loved last year. There will also be the brats,
wurts, salads and beer as authentic as I can get them. We
will be acquiring some door prizes again as well.
So please register by around September 22nd so Christine
and I can have a good head count for food preparation. If
you can't find the time to register please at least call Ed by
October 1st to let us know you plan to attend. The registration fee is $20.00.
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BREAKFAST RIDES

F800 Riders

BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the after-breakfast
rides, and many members like to show up
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show
up early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about
introducing yourself! If you'd like more
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride
one weekend, call the rides chairman.

F800RIDERS.ORG is planning what they call a “gathering” of
F800 riders on October 4th, 2008 in Buchanan, VA near the Blue Ridge
Parkway. There is a thread on their website with details (http://
f800riders.org/forum/showthread.php?t=18140). There website is for
BMW F series bike owners with the new twin cylinder engines.

Note: Schedules for breakfast
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a
ride take place if there is a club
meeting or other major event
scheduled on that day. Consult the
message boards for late breaking
changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bmwforums/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Golden Corral, 7908 Rossville Blvd.
Balto, Md 21236. To have a reminder
email come to you the week before the
breakfast, send your email address to:
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410256-0970.

Rides-To-Eat

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your
left.

Rides to Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web
message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is
the third Thursday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or
RTE.http://www.bmwbmw.org/bmwforums/

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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***Club Needs Volunteers***
Here’s your chance to serve the club. Volunteers are needed.
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more
about how you can help.
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DIRECTIONS & COORDINATES
Battley Cycles - 7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.
20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.
East. At Muncaster Mill Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes
Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on
the left. N39° 10.2290' / W77° 9.5783'.
Bob's BMW - 10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD. 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about
one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic
light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than
one mile on the right. N39° 7.4678' / W76° 47.2914'.
Camp West-Mar - from U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick,
MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and
turn left onto Brown Rd. Proceed about 0.4 mile, and
turn left into Camp West-Mar at the sign. N39°
38.0863’ / W77° 31.3955’.
Cozy Restaurant - 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont,
MD. 21788. (301) 271-7373. Go N. on I-270 to
Frederick, MD., continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md.
Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light to head N. on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left. If you miss the Rt.
806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 exit, take a left onto Md. Rt.
77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take a right at the
light at Water to go S. on Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant,
which will be on your right. N39° 37.1087’ / W. 77°
24.9358’.
Lap's Quality Cycle - 3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East
to a right turn at Roth St. Make another right onto Colvin
St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town
Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left on Roth, then
same as above. N38° 48.4114' / W77° 4.9134'.

a few blocks down on the right. N39° 27.4806' / W76°
38.0314'.
Morton's BMW - 5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Fredericksburg, VA. 22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95
South, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse
Rd./Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., then right
at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s. N38°
15.2456' / W77° 30.0725'.
Speed’s Cycle - 5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.
21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100
East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles.
Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Ave. N39°
12.9713' / W76° 42.6646'.

Club Merchandise
We have restocked the inventory of these popular
shirts! We currently have sizes in XL, XXL and
XXXL. The shirts are heather gray, long sleeved and
have our logo on the front on the left and a larger
logo on the back. Please contact Christine Bauer at
sales@bmwbmw.org if you would like to purchase
one of these shirts.
The cost is $20.00. If
you are interested in
other sizes, please let
me know that as well.
If we have enough
requests for other
sizes, we may be able
to place an additional
order.

Maryland State Fairgrounds
I-95 North towards Baltimore, I-695 West (Exit 49B) on
the left towards Towson, I-83 North (Exit 24) to Padonia
Road (Exit 17), East on Padonia Road to York Road,
right onto York Road, heading South. The fairgrounds is

Member’s Market Classifieds
JO's U-PAC, medium size, good condition, $50, Irv Warden, (703) 850-7843. (200802)
2004 R1100S Boxter replica mandarin/grey, immaculate, new battery and Corbin seat, less than 2K, US
$9,000.00 tel 301-964-2911 or alexandrougeorge@omcast.net
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BMWBMW Annual Club Picnic
At
Summit Point Raceway
West Virginia

CCS Motorcycle Racing

Sunday September 7th Rain or Shine
Races run from 8:30am to 5:00pm
Come enjoy the best of regional Champion Cup Racing with all of your BMWBMW friends and cheer on club
member Nate Kern who is racing that day!
Includes discount Sunday admission to Summit Point Raceway, parade lap on the track, picnic lunch and refreshments, door prizes. A tent will be set up trackside at turn 9 for BMWBMW members and their guests only.
There is a grandstand next to the tent.
Admission $10 in advance to Curt, AND pay track admission of $10 at the gate
(Kids 12 and under get free admission to the track)
You must pre-register for this event!
Please signup by August 31st . Make check payable to BMWBMW. Send to: Curt Dobbs, 7331 Rockridge
Rd., Baltimore MD 21207
Number attending : ________ x $10 each = total $ __________
Names and phone number: _________________________________________________
Volunteers needed for race day!
Willing to help with (check which):
Tent pick up or drop off _____, ice and coolers ______, folding table’s _______
For more info, please call Curt at (410) 375-9237, and visit the Summit Point website at http://
www.summitpoint-raceway.com/ for track details and directions.
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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 5-7, Wisconsin Dells Rally, Chula Vista Resort,
WI, www.wiscbmwclub.com
September 6-7, 2008 Nate Kern Racing, Summit Point, WV,
ASRA Thunderbike, www.ccsracing.us
September 7, 2008 BMWBMW Club Picnic, Summit Point,
WV.
September 27, 2008 JB Fields Memorial Ride To Eat,
Lexington, NC and Rockingham, NC.
October 4-5, 2008 BMWBMW Oktoberfest, Camp Westmar,
MD.
October 5, 2008 BMWBMW Membership Meeting Cozy
Restaurant, Thurmont, MD. 12:00 pm.

TECH DAYS ARE SCHEDULED
September 20, 2008—Jim Smith, 20395 Hermanville Rd
Park Hall, MD 20667
November 15, 2008—Kimo Lee
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local
and club events:
www.bmwbmw.org/node/17

Anyone interested in taking an experienced rider class at
P.G. Community College, contact Bill Mowery at
mvabill@aol.com or call 410-570-0144(cell) or 410573-5196(home)

Summer Transition to Fall:Time To Consider
Conspicuity By Steve Willis
Adding reflective tape to the front of the bike is a
cheap, easy, efficient and effective way to make the
front of your motorcycle easier to see. One form of
tape is black when in ambient conditions. On a black
service, the tape is barely observable. However, when
headlight beams hit the tape, then the tape reflects the
beams energy and is seen as white/grey – it is very
effective in alerting approaching motorists. Most people put the tape in the back (e.g., on system cases, top
cases, etc.). How about adding it to the sides and
front of the bike? Ideal locations could be on the
front of mirror housings and on the sides of the system cases and farings.
Many riders consider adding lights at the rear of
the bike. The club’s forum is replete with discussions
on this issue as well. In the first instance, a rider
should ensure all of the lights at the rear are working
just as with the front. There are aftermarket products
which supplement the organic rear lights (both brake
lights and running lights). There are other aftermarket
products which alter the function of the organic lights.

The club’s forum is replete with discussions on this
issue as well (supplementation versus altering). Jerry
Skene has a product for the rear lights as well. A description of his “P3” lights is available at: http://
www.p3lights.com.
Some of our members also wear reflective vests.
Some vests are just reflective. There is a vest which
is both reflective and active. Here is a link: http://
cyclevests.com.

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.
September 2008

Between the Spokes

©2008 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

19

Between the Spokes
c/o Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

FIRST CLASS

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
SIGN UP/RENEW ONLINE WITH PAYPAL AT WWW.BMWBMW.ORG

Please check the appropriate box
___New Member
___Renewal
___Change of Address
___Email me the club newsletter (Please provide email address below)
___Mail me the newsletter
Name _________________________________________________
Associate ______________________________________________
Street _________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
Occupation ____________________________________________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification)
Age group:

___16-25
___26-35
___36-45

___46-55
___56+

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:

___Government affairs
___Membership
___Newsletter
___
20 Sales
___Meetings & events

BMW MOA :___________
BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1 ________________________
#2 ________________________
#3 ________________________
Total BMW miles ridden: _______

Referred to BMWBMW by:
__________________________
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

___Rally
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the regular
member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if age 16 or
___Rides
over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.
___Safety
Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
___Technical
Between the Spokes ©2008 BMWDon
Bikers
of Metropolitan
Washington
September 2008
Catterton,
793 Stinchcomb
Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
___Internet

