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The View From The Saddle - Mike Enloe 
 
Meredith Hassall wrote a good editorial in a recent issue of 
BMW RA’s OTL about drunk driving and the impact on 
the motorcycle community, citing several incidents from 
this summer, including the three folks who were killed by 
drunks in separate incidents after the MOA rally.  If you 
spend any time on the myriad of motorcycle forums and 
listservs you will see constant discussions about riders who 
have been hit by left-turners or drunks.  I have covered the 
topic of right of way infringement here more than once in 
the past two years.  The famed Hurt Report cited that 75% 
of motorcycle crashes were multiple vehicle incidents.  The 
danger presented by other motorists is certainly a valid con-
cern and we as riders must be prepared at all times to take 
emergency actions to avoid those brain dead cagers.  But it 
is another danger that I’ll focus on this month. 
 
In late August, I arrived at work one morning to the news 
of a coworker’s husband dying the previous weekend.  Few 
details were given in the email I received other than that he 
was killed in a motorcycle accident.  Wanting more info, I 
Googled his name and quickly found a brief article.  Not 
many details were available in the story other than it was a 
single vehicle accident which occurred at 2 a.m.  He was 
killed instantly when he left the road and struck a guard 
rail.  The article did not say whether or not alcohol was 
involved, but given the time and nature of the accident and 
make of the motorcycle, it is easy to make assumptions. 
 
As I continued to dig for more details, I was somewhat sur-
prised by what I found.  On that day, three people died in 
motorcycle crashes on Virginia roads. Two of the three mo-
torcyclists were involved in single vehicle crashes.  And 
coincidentally, both of those occurred within a couple of 
minutes of each other at 2:00 a.m. on opposite sides of the 
state.  In addition to my coworker’s husband, a 26 year old 
woman was killed in Virginia Beach when she failed to 

negotiate a slight turn, left the roadway and hit a speed 
limit sign.  In this case, the article did say that speed, alco-
hol and inexperience were factors. The third rider was hit 
and killed by a drunk driver in Arlington just after 5 p.m. 
 
When I started writing this story, the report was that all 
three incidents were single vehicle accidents and that made 
my story a lot more impactful.  But even without the third 
incident backing me up, there are some good points to be 
made.  Since the Hurt report concluded that 75% of acci-
dents involve other vehicles, 25% remain as just one bike 
and rider falling down.  For all of our pointing fingers at 
the BDC’s, let’s not forget to occasionally take a long look 
in the mirror. 
 
What can you do?  Don’t drink and ride.  Don’t let your 
friends drink and ride.  Don’t treat the road as a race track.  
If you want to go fast, go to a track day.  Stay focused on 
riding and not the GPS / XM / AutoCom / mobile phone / 
CB / mp3 player.  Watch out for fatigue, dehydration, 
cold / hypothermia, and other sensory inhibiting conditions.  
Take an advanced rider training course:  both MD and VA 
offer the MSF Experienced Rider Course.  Total Control is 
advertised monthly in BTS and is considered by many to be 
the next level beyond an ERC.  Keith Code’s CLASS, the 
late Larry Grodsky’s Stayin’ Safe, as well as track courses 
offered through the local dealers are other types of learning 
that will improve your ability to handle your motorcycle 
and prevent those accidents that are simply our fault. 
 
While it is harder to prevent accidents caused by other mo-
torists, prevention of single vehicle accidents is much more 
within our control.  Walt Kelly summed up my point al-
most 40 years ago: “We have met the enemy and he is us”. 
 
Ride safe, ride often, and always ride to work, 
 
mikeout… 
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Reflective Material - George Falcon 
 
Having returned last week from our second trip to Medora, N.D., after Lona’s high school reunion in Bismarck, she and I 
were quieter on our return.  We’d had to pack dress clothing and get out there and back on a very tight timeline, so we 
drove in my ‘95 BMW 750iL rather than riding my ‘05 K1200LT.  The trip through the Badlands was humbling.  A state 
with a population of about 630,000 and 68,975 square miles, North Dakota has a population density of 9.13 people per 
square mile.  Compare that with Virginia’s 193 or Maryland’s 575.  I couldn’t help but wonder if Painted Canyon would 
look as beautiful if North Dakota’s population density approached ours. 
 
Our first ride together after vacation, a few days after our return was the Baltimore / Washington Ride For Kids.  Mount-
ing up early in the morning, I was reminded of the fact that the part of our brain where we register smells is close to the 
part where we store long-term memories.  The most moving ride I’d ever been on was the 2001 Ride For Kids, which 
happened to fall four days after our nation was attacked by terrorists.  Every family along our route in Columbia heard our 
motorcycles, came out onto their lawns, and waved flags.  Every church along the route emptied out, the entire congrega-
tion waving, and smiling.  Many of the church bells rang in salute. 
 
I couldn’t stop the tears from flowing down my cheeks that morning, and soon I completely gave up on the idea.  We 
were recipients of love intended for those riding in memory of the fallen of September 11th, but these people, I felt, 
wouldn’t’ve withheld that love if they had known that we were instead riding to help fund research into pediatric brain 
tumors. 
 
The lizard portions of our brains remember effortlessly the smells and sights of riding.  This is part of riding we have dif-
ficulty explaining to non-riders, when we are inclined to explain our love of riding to them.  Dogs don’t ask one another 
how their dog friends are.  They sniff and find out for themselves how their buddies are feeling. 
 
I recommend that you ride the Theodore Roosevelt National Park’s 
South Unit, near Medora, as Lona and I did on our return from Spo-
kane in 2004.  Don’t be afraid to take your time, and pause for the 
sunsets.  Smell the air, and listen to the coyotes sing. 
 
All of the creatures on the planet deserve some space… even the hu-
man animals.  Party with your friends in BMWBMW 350 days out of 
the year, but leave yourself a couple of weeks to rub elbows with 
your own happiness, your own thoughts, and the beautiful spaces 
with which we are blessed in this country.  It will help you appreciate 
all the more the goodness in those with whom we live most of the 
year. 

Notice Regarding Upcoming Board of Directors Meeting - Mike Enloe 
 
On October  7th, the Board of Directors will discuss the BMWBMW online forum and whether an additional area should 
be created to allow members more freedom in topics that can be discussed.  Currently the forum moderators, by direction 
of the Board of Directors, try to keep discussion related to BMW motorcycles, events, tech, and ride stories.  There is an 
Off Topic section where members can discuss other subjects as long as they follow the established rules.  Political and 
religious threads are not allowed since these topics typically go negative very quickly.  Profanity and sexually charged 
banter are discouraged and should be equated to broadcast TV.  Nudity and organization of illegal activities are not al-
lowed. 
 
Some members feel that the above restrictions limit their personal freedoms and limit their right of self expression.  Ad-
ditionally, they feel that the moderators are being overly aggressive in enforcing the rules and imposing their own be-
liefs / values on others.  Other members feel that the off topic banter is so pervasive that the useful information is lost in 
the noise and more rigorous moderation should occur.  The BOD will be discussing whether to allow the webmaster to 
create a new "moderation-lite" section or to keep the existing structure.  If you have an opinion on this topic, I encourage 
you to attend the BOD meeting and participate.  The bylaws state that "The Board shall carry on the business of the club 
with the advice and consent of the general membership."  It is important that members provide their advice to the BOD.  
If you cannot make the meeting, please contact me or another board member directly. 
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(left) BMWBMW members Nancy Oswald and 
Henry Winokur discuss last-minute details at the 
2007 Ride For Kids in Columbia, MD. Sunday 23 
September. 

Ride for Kids, 2007 - Henry S. Winokur 
Baltimore-Washington R4K Ride Coordinator 
 
“The alarm’s going off” says wifey, as I slowly 
awaken, “what time is it???”  I look at the clock: 
“It’s 4:15 a.m.”  
 
But I know what day it is: it’s the day we of the 
Baltimore-Washington Ride for Kids Task Force 
(TF) have been working toward for the better part 
of nine months. 
 
The TF is the core volunteers who put the Ride to-
gether using the guide provided by the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation (www.pbtfus.org). 
 
I’m out of bed and headed for breakfast.  I’m not a 
coffee drinker, but I must eat.  Once that is taken 
care of, I return one very disappointed dog to her 
bed - no food yet, mom will feed her later.  I head 
for the garage, check my tire pressures yet again, 
make sure I have all that I need for the day: note-
book with the ride permits, the contributions I have 
collected, and my lanyard, camera, phone, keys, 
and water.  Then I change into my boots, put my 
earplugs in, don my ‘Stich, helmet and gloves.  I 
raise the garage door - it’s about 70 degrees, too 
warm already! - and back the bike out into the dark. 
 
 
(cont’d. on page 8) 
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Candidate Statement - George Falcon 
 
repo wrote:  
As President, where do you see the club in 5 years? 10 years?  
 
Goals? 
 
Growth? 
 
Public Relations? 
 
I would not presume to predict where the club will be in 5 or 10 years. 
 
 
I can tell you what goals I'd like to see the club achieve.  
 
 
1. When I was on the board during the Rutherford years, I'd urged the Board to consider getting online payment capabil-
ity. I think we're about ready to overcome our own inertia and complete that task in 2008. We need this in order to lay 
the foundation for more income for new memberships, membership renewals, SRR registrations, Oktoberfest registra-
tions, sales of club merchandise not covered by Cafe Press, and other purposes. This will require an expansion of the 
responsibilities of the Internet committee. We should support the Internet committee with additional volunteers to handle 
these additional tasks.  
 
 
2. I feel that there is an unavoidable loss of productivity and continuity at the end of each year, as responsibilities are 
handed off at the end of terms of office for each officer and committee chair. I will propose an amendment to the bylaws 
to increase terms of office from one to two years to reduce the effect of that loss of continuity.  
 
 
3. I feel that part of the loss of continuity from one term to the next can be eliminated through having the club historian 
compile "best practices" documents for each of the officer and committee chair positions as those serving in each posi-
tion request updates based on their experiences. This represents an increase in workload for the historian. As the histo-
rian position is now a secondary responsibility of the secretary, I will propose amendment(s) to the bylaws to separate 
that responsibility from those of the secretary and establish the historian position as a separate voting position on the 
board of directors.  
 
 
4. The responsibility for the growth of the club is, and should remain, an important responsibility of the membership 
committee chair, and I believe in providing people with the authority they need to discharge their responsibilities well. 
Every member can contribute suggestions to any committee chair or officer, and every committee chair and officer has 
an obligation to listen to those suggestions, but I feel it should be the membership committee that decides how to invest 
its time. I do feel that we need to develop some firm demographic statistics on our current membership, such as age and 
annual household income, in order to help the membership committee understand where best to focus their recruiting 
efforts. I will propose to the membership, therefore, that we request of each member their date of birth and household 
income, so that we can develop these demographic statistics. If the membership permits us to request this information, I 
would request that the membership committee add to the monthly membership committee reports the mean, median, 
mode, and standard deviation statistics on age and annual household income. I would re-emphasize that information pro-
vided by members about themselves is not to be released to the membership at large or anyone outside the club, to allay 
privacy concerns. 
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Candidate Statement - Tina Fraembs 
 
Dear Repo and all other members of the BMWBMW Club,  
 
First I would like to thank you for asking the questions.  I think it’s important to understand where each candidate is 
coming from.  I would also like to encourage others to ask questions as well.   
 
5yrs,  10yrs Goals, Growth, Public Relations??? 
 
I think I will start with the 1st year.  It’s hard for me to jump to the far distance when there is so much work that needs 
done in the near future.  I hope you don’t mind if I answer that first. 
 
During the 1st year – My goals are to – Revive the membership.  We have lost a lot of members on the forums and at the 
events and I would like to reach out to them and bring them back.  I believe we have suffered in our communication ef-
forts and I would like to change that.  I know that there have been a lot of BOD changes and issues this past year but I 
believe these are things that can now be put behind us as we move forward.  I want to be an Active President.   
 
I want to help with events, not just attend them.  From my experiences so far – putting together a simple meeting is a 
little bit of work, I want to help with things like that.    I want to see more people getting involved.  I believe in 
“Teamwork” and I want to see more teams created and helping each other out.  Improving communication is going to be 
key.  E-mail has been a big help.  I’m happy to see the e-mail notifications going out to members.  It’s nice to throw a 
little blurb in there of some important things to look for in the BTS.  
 
I would like to see Safety issues brought to the table more often.  Both on and off the bike, we need to take safety aware-
ness seriously.  I am hoping to see more safety awareness articles, sessions or just short tidbits here and there. 
 
Growth – Once participation starts to increase, I believe the growth of the club will also rise.  I’m not sure if the club 
needs to grow in numbers right now but more in participation. 
 
Public Relations – is also an important issue.  With the number of motorcycle riders increasing, I believe that we should 
get our name out there and promote safety.  By increasing public awareness, we are also increasing our own safety.  Get-
ting groups together once in a while to help a charity organization is a great thing and I know that we do that sometimes, 
but I think there are ways that we can increase our visibility at these events.  Public Relations is another issue that I feel 
needs some work but will also take time to get the right message out there to the public. 
 
5yrs. 
 
I would like to see this club thriving in 5 years.  So much so that people are excited to be a part of the club and excited 
about what the club is about.  If we can work together to bring harmony and life back in to this club – I think people will 
be more motivated to get involved in activities.  I would love to see a debate of 2 or 3 people running for President, 2 or 
3 for VP, Secretary and so on….  I’m not sure if it is necessary for the club to grow physically in numbers, but I would 
like to see the club grow within it self.  I feel that reaching out to current members and listening to what they would like 
to see change is a great way to start.  I want to contact members to find out what made them join our club and what can 
we do to improve their participation. 
 
I’m sorry Repo – but 10 years from now??  I think I have my work cut out for me just with current issues.  I believe if 
the club can be more active – then in 10 years – we will be a thriving force in the community.  People will be competi-
tive over BOD positions and thrilled to become a part of this great organization. 
 
I hope I have answered your questions, but if not – please let me know and I will try to clarify even further. 
 
Thank you again for asking these questions and for you being a member of this club.  I do believe it is a worthwhile 
community and one that I am very proud to be a part of.  It’s my favorite “Family” in Virginia. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tina Fraembs, Candidate for BMWBMW President 
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Ride For Kids (cont’d. from pg. 5) 
 
Engine started, Shamu (my black and white 1998 R1100 RT
-P Authority bike) and I head for the Beltway, about a mile 
away.  About two minutes later, we reach it, and what a 
great sight - there’s almost no one on the inner loop!  After 
making great time, we roll into the Sears parking lot at Co-
lumbia Mall at 5:30 a.m., expecting to see a beehive of ac-
tivity.  Where is everybody???  I know they had a pizza 
party last night, but come on, this is the Pediatric Brain Tu-
mor Foundation, not a group known for their extravagance 
and late night partying! 
 
Soon, other task force members straggle in and we begin the 
process of setting up so that things will be ready when the 
“day-of” volunteers arrive.  We take tables and chairs out of 
the big truck that was parked at Bob’s BMW.  They go un-
der the big tent where registration takes place.  The donuts 
that the Henigs supplied get put out at the food tent, along 
with that most powerful of the morning drugs - the coffee.  I 
allow myself a donut.  I rationalize it by saying, “You can’t 
take the chance of having your sugar go low in the middle 
of things.”  The Patient / Family tent gets their tables, chairs 
and helmets for our “Stars” - kids who are in the battle of 
their lives, those who are in remission, and those who are 
now cancer-free, and their families.  They will get very spe-
cial treatment on this day. 
 
As the Ride Leader - or as I now describe it - the first civil-
ian “out”, I’m followed by Bob’s bright yellow BMW side-
car rig “Duetto”, its pilot, and “star” passengers.  Behind 
them come other sidecarists and “back seats” - volunteers 
who’ll be riding with a “star” or family member in the hack 
or on the back.  What poetry!  My college English teacher 
would be so proud.  After that group, are the volunteers, 
many of whom ride, but also want to help, and then the club 
that raised the most money the previous year, and then the 
rest of the hoi polloi. 
 

By now it is approaching 7 a.m. and the sun is up.  It’s go-
ing to be something we haven’t had in the last 6 or 7 years:  
a perfect day.  A sunny start and a cloudless blue sky with 
temps that by mid afternoon will be in the mid-80s.  Well, 
actually not quite perfect.  I’d prefer it a bit cooler, but 
there’s no way I’m going to complain about this weather! 
 
The day-of volunteers have been on-site for about a half 
hour now.  They are getting their morning drugs - caffeine 
and sugar - and heading for their assignments:  registration, 
food, patient/family tent, dealer/club registration, and park-
ing. 
 
I look up the slope to the “top” of the parking lot and see 
that Fred has arrived in his unmarked police cruiser.  That 
would be Sgt. Fred von Briesen, commander of the South-
ern District Howard County Police Department’s traffic 
squad.  I find Christine Merrill - wife of  TF Leader Kevin - 
and end point manager, who’s still at the start point, and get 
her to send the t-shirts we give to all of our supporters.  
Fred gets 40 for his staff!  Nancy Oswald, our “tail” rider, 
has arrived and we talk business.  She needs to meet Sgt. 
von Briesen, so we walk up the hill to where he’s parked.  I 
ask to speak to the “troops” at the meeting and also if we 
can take a group photo of the officers for the plaque the 
group will get for their participation in the Ride.  The police 
will meet at 8:45 a.m.  Nancy and I will be there. 
 
I take my donations to my friends, J. B. Fields and “Amy”, 
sitting at their position at the registration table and turn in 
my donations of $2100+.  They shout out my amount and 
ring their cowbell.  I find it embarrassing, but it happens to 
everyone who collects over  a certain amount!  For some 
reason I find it less embarrassing this year than in previous 
years - after 10 years, maybe I’m getting used to it. 
 
Since the large part of my job - route coordinator - is com-
pleted, I  hang out, seeing old friends, talking to new atten-
dees, taking photos, and helping where I can.   

(at right) J. B. Fields and Amy await donations and regis-
trants in the hours shortly after dawn. 
 
(opposite page) Ride For Kids participants await the 
rider’s briefing. 
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My job is to figure out the route - reading maps and then 
riding the roads to see what works.  Then I work with the 
police, and get permits from MD’s State Highway Admini-
stration (SHA), and Howard County.  I get to be the first - 
as noted, previously - civilian rider “out”, behind the mo-
torcycle units of Sgt. von Briesen’s squad. 
 
At 8:43, Nancy and I walk up the hill to the police meeting.  
We have Peter Wheatley, our staff photographer, take a 
group photo for their plaque, and then I speak to them.  It’s 
so important for them to know that even though they are at 
work, we cannot do the event without them, and their pres-
ence means a great deal to us.  I ask them to make sure that 
they join us after their meeting, visiting with the kids, and 
just hanging out, and I remind them to join us at the end 
point, if possible.  Not likely, because most of them have 
other posts to report to after they’ve assisted us, and they 
probably won’t be able to join us.  But they need to know 
that we’d want them if they could. 
 
The sun is getting higher in a perfectly blue sky.  Registra-
tion closes at 9:15 a.m., and we’ll have a rider’s meeting 
then.  The Ride will leave at 9:30 sharp and we want every-
one ready - at least as ready as they can be at that point. 
 
As 9:15 approaches, I talk with Eddie James, our National 
Ride Manager from the Foundation.  You may know Eddie.  
He used to be with the AMA, but several years ago joined 
the Foundation.  We’re lucky to have him here with us. 
 
A few minutes before the rider’s meeting starts, Ken Ul-
man, Howard County’s new county executive, talks for a 
few minutes after being introduced by Eddie.  At the rider’s 
meeting, I remind folks to adjust their radios and other stuff 
before we head out, so they can pay attention to what’s go-
ing on in front of them, to ride in a staggered formation, 

maintaining a following distance of at least two seconds 
from the rider directly in front, and one second with the 
rider offset,  to pay attention to police directions, and most 
importantly, to have a safe ride.  We head to our bikes to 
get ready.  Now, as always, I’m nervous. 
 
I reach Shamu with some 13 minutes remaining before we 
need to start up.  I decide I don’t want to start up too early, 
so I get my gear on and take a seat, but I don’t start up just 
yet.  I think about the route…I think it’s perhaps the best 
one I’ve ever done in my 10 years with the TF.  It’s about 
50 miles long, and once we get out of Columbia, all two 
lane.  It takes about 105 minutes to ride.  The most amazing 
thing about it, was that Fred accepted it without modifica-
tion.  That was a first! 
 
It’s almost time to roll.  Most of the other bikes are started 
and the “noisy” ones are back in the crowd gunning their 
engines.  I can feel Shamu more than I can hear her.  All I 
want to hear is XM’s channel 15 in my headset, or the peri-
odic interruption by Garmina - my GPS - directing me 
which way to go - even though I have the route memorized 
by this time. 
 
It’s time to go and I roll out.  I’m covered with goose 
bumps and I blink back the tears that the moment always 
brings.  I’m proud of the work we’ve all done.  As I do 
every year, I wish we had a bigger crowd.  I sound the dou-
ble air horns stuffed up under Shamu’s triple clamp and 
with shouts of encouragement from the other volunteers 
who are not riding, I turn right and head up the hill.  Bob 
Henig, and his stars, Ethan and Kyra Gumabay, follow in 
the bright yellow hack and the rest follow.  We stop at the 
top of the hill behind the 3 motorcycle officers from How-
ard County. 
(cont’d. on next page) 
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  Ride For Kids (cont’d. from previous page) 
 
Fred tells me that the guys will be riding at or just below the 
speed limit, but at some point I might be the lead rider.  I 
promise him I won’t start to speed just because the escort 
has momentarily disappeared. 
 
Garmina gives the incorrect instructions for the second turn 
- something she’s been doing since I first laid out the route.  
Ignoring her for this one turn - see? you don’t always have 
to obey “her”!! - I know she’ll get the subsequent turns cor-
rect. 
 
We roll through the streets of Columbia, West and North of 
the mall.  All traffic is stopped for us.  What a great feeling 
that is - I decide it should always be this way!  As soon as 
we cross Md. Rt. 108, it’s all two-lane until we get within a 
mile of the end point.  Our escort starts to pick up speed.  
We’re up to 35 now. 
 
We’re into what I call “Henry’s Howard County House 
Tour”, as we roll past the (as Steve Goodman wrote in “The 
City of New Orleans”) “houses, farms and fields” of West-
ern Howard County.  The real - unscripted - fun begins at 
the intersection of Triadelphia Mill Road and Highland 
Road, where the escorts make a navigational error and go 
straight.  I turn right. 

It takes them all of two minutes to recover, but I have a 
good laugh about it.  Later in the trip as we motor East on 
Guilford Road, the escort detail breaks up - because not all 
posts were covered - and I end up leading the group.  At one 
point, I alert the “crossing guards” with a couple of blasts 
on the horns, and watch as they jump and run to their posts - 
I slow a bit to give them a couple of extra seconds.   
 
We arrived at the new and suddenly no-longer-secret end-
point - Jack and Jill ice cream’s distribution warehouse - 
right on time.  As soon as we were parked, I grab my cam-
era and ask the escort officers and Fred to join us for lunch, 
knowing the likelihood is small.  They have other things to 
do and can’t stay.  So I tell them to grab some lunch and 
then head to their next post. 
 
This year, we are 356 strong.  Why is it that it always looks 
like there are more of us than there actually are?  One of the 
motorcycle officers has guessed that we are 364.  Not a bad 
guess, I dare say. 
 
I wander around looking for the right place to take some 
pictures and see a hill that I hadn’t noticed before.  It’s sev-
eral hundred yards away and will provide good elevation for 
a photo of the entire “encampment”.  I take a half dozen 
shots with the expectation of making a panoramic shot that 
perhaps we could give to those who would like such a thing. 
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Board of Directors 
 
President 
Mike Enloe 
president@bmwbmw.org 
Home: 540-338-1263 
 
VP / Rally Chair 
Maria Vandergucht 
vp@bmwbmw.org 
 
Secretary 
Jody Douglas 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
Home: 703-476-4457 
 
Treasurer 
Elsie Smith 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
Home:  301-774-3622 
 
Membership Chair 
Don Catterton 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
Home: 443-829-6539 
 
Newsletter Chair 
George Falcon 
gfalcon@compmerc.com 
Cell: 301-922-8939 

Committee Chairs 
 
Government Affairs:  Open 
government@bmwbmw.org 
 
Internet:  Chris Uttenweiler 
webmaster@bmwbmw.org 
 
Membership:  Don Catterton 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
Home: 443-829-6539 
 
Mtgs & Events:  Tina 
Fraembs 
events@bmwbmw.org 
 
Newsletter:  George Falcon 
gfalcon@compmerc.com 
Cell: 301-922-8939 
 
Rides:  Ed Phelps 
rides@bmwbmw.org 
Home: 410-781-7521 
Work: 410-760-0072 
 
Safety:  James Monroe 
safety@bmwbmw.org 
 
Sales:  Christine Bauer 
sales@bmwbmw.org 
 
Technical: Ray Sufczynski 
tech@bmwbmw.org 

Ride For Kids (cont’d. from previous page) 
 
One of the hallmark parts of the Ride for Kids is the 
“Celebration of Life”, where people get to find out what the 
Ride is really all about.  It immediately follows the light 
lunch, supplied by Whole Foods, and gives those gathered 
under the big tent, a chance to hear from a researcher or 
two, and then our “stars” for the day.  If you remember the 
“Art Linkletter Show” then you have an idea of what Eddie 
James does on the stage for about 20 minutes with our 
“stars”, when he interviews most of them.  Recognition is 
awarded to the individuals, clubs, and dealers with the 
highest contributions.  Bob’s BMW had the highest dealer-
ship fundraising total, in excess of $47,000.  [Ed. note:  
Bob raised over $22,000 as an individual.] 
 
The winner of a new Honda motorcycle was chosen from 
those who collected more than $300, and the total donation 
to the Foundation was announced. 
 
This year the Baltimore Washington Ride for Kids col-
lected just over $200,000.  We met our goal (and then 
some) and had an 11% increase over last year.   Perhaps 
most interesting - to me, anyway - is that the Baltimore 
Washington Ride for Kids has a PER BIKE contribution 
that greatly exceeds any other Ride for Kids event.  This 
year’s average is over $560 per bike.  If we could get our 
participant numbers up by about 100 bikes, we could 
probably approach the magic number of $250,000. 
 
After the Celebration of Life, people go the premium tent to 
get what they “earned” by the size of their contribution, and 
then they head for the exits.  It is about 1:30.  Still plenty of 
time to get home and watch the Redskins lose. 
 
The TF and other volunteers begin the work of cleaning up: 
collecting the trash, and trash containers, collecting the un-
used food which will be delivered to local police stations 
and fire houses, assisting the guys from Allied Rentals with 
getting the tables and chairs secured, and anything else we 
need to do to return the grounds to the condition it was in 
on Friday, before the tent was put up. 

(below) The 2007 Baltimore / Washington Ride For Kids 
concluded at the Jack and Jill ice cream distributorship in 
Columbia, MD. 
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Don Graling (left) receives his BMW 100,000 mile award from Steve Anderson of Morton’s BMW. 

Don Graling recently received his BMW 100,000 mile award certificate from Steve Anderson 
at Morton’s BMW.  Don began riding BMWs with a used 1988 K75S that he put 47,381 miles 
on.  He purchased this bike from long time club member Tucker Pierce.  One of his biggest 
trips on this bike was in 1996 when he did “Don’s Four Corners Birthday Ride” with club 
members Dave Keuch and Bob Ryan.  That was a 10,000 mile ride around the USA in 2 weeks 
to celebrate his 40th birthday.  While he had the K75S he purchased a R100GSPD but only put 
about 2,900 miles on that bike.  He upgraded to a K75RT that he put 38,731 miles on.  Finally 
his current ride is an R1150GS, with 70,251 on it.  This past summer he rode almost 7,000 
miles on a trip to Mexico, Yucatan and Belize. 
 
Although he just received his 100,000 mile certificate, he’s well on his way to his next certifi-
cate – he has fewer than 41,000 miles to go to reach 200,000 miles. 
 
Congratulations, Don! 
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 (at left) 
BMWBMW members 
Terry and Joyce Bar-
nes’ BMW K1200LT 
equipped with a sleek 
sidecar always draws 
appreciative crowds.  
The Baltimore / Wash-
ington Ride For Kids 
Sunday the 23rd of 
September proved to 
be no exception.  The 
sidecar has a full roof 
option which permits 
Joyce to work on nee-
dlepoint, read, or nap 
in weather-protected 
comfort.  Joyce is a 
teacher, and Terry 
works in the defense 
industry.  He’s a re-
tired USMC pilot.  
Among his assign-
ments was Marine 
One, the President’s 
helicopter.  They live 
in Triangle, VA. 
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Contacts and Directions 
 
Battley Cycles 
7830 Airpark Rd., Gaithersburg, MD.  20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take Shady Grove Rd.  East. At Muncaster Mill 
Rd., Shady Grove Rd. becomes Airpark Rd. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left. 
 
Bob's BMW 
10720 Guilford Rd., Jessup, MD.  20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A East. Go about one mile and exit onto 
U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic light and turn right onto Guilford Rd. Bob's is less than one mile on the right.  
 
Camp West-Mar, Sabillasville, MD. 
From U.S. Rt. 15 N. of Frederick, MD., take Md. Rt. 77 West. Follow it West for 7 mi. and turn left onto Brown Rd. 
Proceed about 0.4 mile, and turn left into Camp West-Mar at the sign.  (N. 39deg.,38.0863’ / W. 77deg., 31.3955’). 
 
Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  21788.  (301) 271-7373.  Go N. on I-270 to Frederick, MD., 
continue N. on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic light to head N. on Rt. 806 
(Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 exit, take a left 
onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take a right at the light at Water to go S. on Md. Rt. 806 to the 
restaurant, which will be on your right..  (N. 39deg.,37.1087’ / W. 77deg., 24.9358’). 
 
Lap's Quality Cycle 
3021 Colvin St., Alexandria, VA.  22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke Street East to a right turn at Roth St. 
Make another right onto Colvin St. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke St. West to a left 
on Roth, then same as above. 
 
Morton's BMW 
5099A Jefferson Davis Hwy., Fredericksburg, VA.  22408. 540-891-9844. From I-95 South, take exit 126 to a traffic light 
at U.S. 1. Turn left (N.) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Rd./Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse Rd., 
then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s. 
 
Speed’s Cycle 
5820 Washington Blvd., Elkridge, MD.  21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to 
Route 1 North. Go about 3 miles. Speed’s is on the left just before Levering Avenue. 
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The 2007 BMWBMW Roadside Cleanup will be held Sat. 20 October at 9 a.m. at Davidson-
ville Elementary School, 962 Central Avenue, W. Davidsonville, MD.  21035.  (N. 38 deg. 
55.0945’ / W. 76 deg. 38.2543’).  Safety vests, trash bags, rubber gloves, and some heavier 
gloves will be supplied.  This is weather dependent. 
 
(photo below) The 2006 BMWBMW Roadside Cleanup volunteers - Eleanor Fisher (Pam 
and Chaz’s daughter), Pam Fisher, Jody and John Douglas, Mark Heim, Cheree and Jim Craze, 
Nancy Oswald and Maria Vandergucht.  Membership committee chair Don Catterton was also 
a volunteer, but is not shown, as he took the photograph. 

"We of an older generation can get along with what we 
have, though with growing hardship; but in your full man-
hood and womanhood you will want what nature once so 
bountifully supplied and man so thoughtlessly destroyed; 
and because of that want you will reproach us, not for 
what we have used, but for what we have wasted... so any 
nation which in its youth lives only for the day, reaps 
without sowing, and consumes without husbanding, must 
expect the penalty of the prodigal whose labor could with 
difficulty find him the bare means of life." 
 
 - Theodore Roosevelt - "Arbor Day - A Message to the 
School-Children of the United States" April 15, 1907. 
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Meetings & Events 
 
Oct. 5 - 7 - BMWBMW Oktoberfest - Camp West-Mar. 
 
Oct. 7 - BMWBMW BoD meeting - the Cozy, Thurmont, 
MD.  9:30 a.m.  General Membership Meeting at the Cozy 
at 11 a.m. 
 
Oct. 6 - Oktoberfest at Bob’s BMW, Columbia / Jessup, 
MD. 
 
Oct. 5 - 7 - North of the Border Rally (formerly Colonial 
VA Rally), Anne Road, VA.  BMW Motorcycle Club of 
Hampton Roads.  http://www.bmwmchr.org. 
 
Oct. 5 - 7 - 25th Anniversary Last Chance Rally, Shirley, 
N.J.  New Sweden BMW Riders.  http://
www.lastchancerally.com. 
 
October 13 - Oktoberfest at Morton’s BMW, Fredericks-
burg, VA. 
 
October 13 - The VOID III Rally http:/
www.rallythevoid.org 
 
October 13 - Bikers for Tykes, GEICO HQ, 4608 Willard 
Ave., Chevy Chase, MD.  Concert performances by The 
Marsh Brothers Band and The Fabulous Thunderbirds, for 
NIH Children's Charities and the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Washington.  http://www.bikersfortykes.org. 
 
October 20 - BMWBMW roadside cleanup, 9 a.m., 
Davidsonville Elementary School, 962 Central Avenue, W. 
Davidsonville, MD.  21035.(N. 38 deg. 55.0945’ / W. 76 
deg. 38.2543’).  Safety vests, trash bags, rubber gloves, and 
some heavier gloves will be supplied.  This is weather de-
pendent. 
 
Oct. 26 - 28 - 21st Tarheel Traveler Halloween Camp-
out, near Aberdeen, N.C.  BMW NC Tarheel Travelers.  
http://www.tarheelbmw.org. 
 
Nov. 2 - 4 - 28th Hot Springs Ramble, Gulpha Gorge 
Campground.  Wilderness Rally Beemers.  http://
www.geocities.com/hsrally. 
 
Nov. 9 - 11 - 7th Cajun Swamp Scooters Rally, near La-
fayette, LA.  Swamp Scooters.  http://
www.swapscooters.net. 
 
Nov. 11 - BMWBMW BoD and general membership 
meetings, Battley Cycles, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., respec-
tively. 

Track and Race Events - provided by Elsie Smith 
 

Oct. 19 - 20 MOTO-ST 8 Hr. at Daytona Int’l Speedway, 
Daytona, FL. 

For race weekend schedules: 
Championship Cup Series (CCS) and American Sportbike 
Racing Association (ASRA)  
http:ccsracing.com/schedules/2007/schedule.html 

Member’s Market Classifieds 
 
1994 K1100LT immaculate, special BMW colors in Black/
Silver.  Just turned 10k miles.  Works shock, two brand 
new tires, just completed the major service at a consider-
able cost and coated tank against rust.  Top trunk never 
used, luggage is color-coordinated.  The bike is perfect.  
$7,500 firm.  George at 301-963-2911 or 
g.alexandrou@hotmail.com. (200710) 

CLUB MERCHANDISE SALES 
Order your BMWBMW caps, shirts, pins and decals. 

Contact Sales Committee Chair Christine Bauer 
sales@bmwbmw.org    

We sell customized items such as Square Route Rally 
t-shirts through Café Press 

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw 
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Breakfast Rides 
 

Informal gatherings of BMWBMW members (and sometimes non-
members) who meet for breakfast and ride afterward. Not all members 
participate in the rides, and many members like to show up just for the 
breakfast.  Show up early, look for tables with motorcyclists, and don't 
be shy about introducing yourself.  To get more information, or to 
volunteer to lead a ride, contact Rides Committee chair Ed Phelps.  
Schedules are not fixed in stone, nor will a ride take place if there is a 
club meeting or other major event scheduled on that day.  Consult the 
club message forums for late-breaking changes or announcements.  
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum 
   
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
 
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa Rd., Parkville, MD.  21234.  (410) 
882-3155.  Satyr Hill Shopping Center at Satyr Hill and Joppa Rds., 
across from the Home Depot at I-695 & Perring Pkwy.  Request info. 
and /or an email reminder a week before the breakfast from Jim 
Pellenbarg at (410) 256-0970, or email Jim at jpellenbarg@juno.com. 
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick Rd., Thurmont, MD.  21788.  (301) 
271-7373.  Go North on I-270 to Frederick, MD., continuing to go North 
on U.S. 15. Take the Md. Rt. 806 exit. Turn right at stop sign, then left at 
traffic light to head North on Rt. 806 (Frederick Rd.). The restaurant is 
1/4 mile on your left.  If you miss the Rt. 806 exit, take the Md. Rt. 77 
exit, take a left onto Md. Rt. 77, go past Altamont and Howard, and take 
a right at the light at Water to go South on Md. Rt. 806 to the restaurant, 
which will be on your right. 
 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
The restaurant hosting this ride sustained fire damage, and is closed, so 
the Virginia Breakfast Ride is suspended. 

Rides To Eat (RTEs) 

RTEs are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who meet for 
dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are planned and announced on the club’s 
website message forums.  

Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland 
RTE is the third Thursday. The restaurants vary, as do the days. Im-
promptu RTEs are always popping up. Interested?  Check out the 
message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or RTE. 

http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 
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2008 BMWBMW BALLOT - MUST BE POSTMARKED BY 31 OCTOBER 2007 
Circle your choice for each office. 

 
PRESIDENT – no incumbent 
 
George Falcon 
 
Tina Fraembs 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
VICE PRESIDENT / RALLY COMMITTEE CHAIR – no incumbent 
 
Nancy Oswald 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
SECRETARY 
 
Christy Suda 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
TREASURER 
 
Elsie Smith (incumbent) 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 
Don Catterton (incumbent) 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE CHAIR – no incumbent 
 
(write-in candidate) _______________________________ 
 
 
Member name: _______________________________ 
 
Membership number:  _______________________________ 
 
Only one ballot per member accepted.  No photocopied ballots accepted. 
 
Mail this page to: 
Wes Fleming 
8103 Kemper St. 
Alexandria, VA.  22309 



BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 

Membership application / change of  information / change of BTS delivery option 

New □  renewal □  change of address □   

because I can’t read Between The Spokes on the club’s website, I request a paper copy □ 
Name Motorcycles Year Model Mileage 
Associate name # 1 →    
Street # 2 →    
City, ST, ZIP # 3 →    
Occupation Total (lifetime) BMW miles ridden 
Phone home Work Referred to BMWBMW by 
Email address (required for BTS notification): BMWMOA # 

BMWRA # 
AMA # 

Age group  Check below    ↓ if you’d like to help with one or more committees 
16 – 25 →  Gov’t. affairs  MEMBERSHIP DUES 
26 – 35 →  Internet  Regular $20.00 / yr., associate $7.50 / yr. 
36 – 45 →  Membership  Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years.  Associate members must reside at the 

same address as the regular member.  Associate members receive membership 
card, pin, and decal, and have voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not 
receive separate newsletters or other mailings.  Make check payable to 
BMWBMW, and mail with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Rd., Severna Pk., MD.  21146. 

46 – 55 →  Newsletter  
56 + →  Rally  
 Rides  
 Sales  
 Safety  
 Technical  
 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Rd. 
Severna Park, MD.  21146 FIRST CLASS 


