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Letter to the Editor— “A Call for Action”

Between the Spokes

By Bob Higdon

Editor: Bob Steele
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming
Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published
solely for the use of its members. Any
copying and/or duplication of any of its
contents without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
Advertising: Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run for two
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We request that
display advertisements be submitted electronically no later than the 10th day of the
month preceding the month of publication.
Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the editor
no later than the 10th day of the month
preceding the month of publication.
Bob Steele, BTS Editor
13114 Blue Willow Place
Clifton, VA 20124
editor@bmwbmw.org
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Wes “Chiba” Fleming
Roving Reporter
wes13@mac.com

2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Address Change: Please use the
membership application/address change
form on the newsletter’s last page and
mail to:
Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Find us on the Internet at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org
Front Cover Picture: Tim White shot
this picture of Nate Kern rounding Oak Tree
Turn during the SunTrust Moto-ST race at
Virginia International Raceway on April 29,
2007.

2007 Committee Chairmen

President: Mike Enloe
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263

Gov. Affairs: Open
government@bmw.bmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Vice-President + Rally: Jim Bade
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-772-8296

Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072

Secretary: Jodi Douglas
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-476-4457

Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.
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A recent Washington Post editorial commented favorably upon the proposed regional development of so-called HOT lanes, toll roads whose fares would depend,
among other things, upon ambient traffic congestion. It is an attempt to deal with a
problem that faces every metropolitan area of any substantial size in the country; there
are too few roads servicing too many vehicles. The political will to implement such a
design may temporarily be lacking, but any rational economist will tell you that it is
inevitable.
More than six years ago, long after our fight for HOV access had been won, I asked
our club to focus on eliminating tolls for motorcycles on all highways and bridges in
the state of Maryland. I viewed it as the next significant political effort to be addressed. Nothing has been done. The club, sadly, is not alone in ignoring the issue. ABATE/MRF continues to wage an irrelevant fight against helmet laws; AMA
wastes its limited time and resources seeking enhanced penalties for drivers who hammer motorcyclists. If this were merely a case of distractedly fiddling while Rome
burns it would be bad enough, but the music isn't worth listening to.
We face a critical problem, one that is going to overtake us negatively and quickly
unless we get off our collective asses. In addition to HOT lanes, there are proposals to
restrict vehicular access to the centers of our cities except through the payment of confiscatory fees. Great Britain has already done it in London. Michael Bloomberg is
lobbying for it in New York. Adrian Fenty wants to put toll booths on the D.C. border
to pop incoming commuters. That motorcyclists in London are exempt from such fees
didn't happen by chance. Concerned riders there worked to see that their interests were
advanced, addressed, and secured.
This club once was a leader in the effort lasting almost ten years to force highway
departments to allow motorcycles on HOV lanes. We once had a government affairs
committee of six members, at least three of whom were lawyers. We kicked in
VDOT's lying, bureaucratic teeth. Maryland later caved in without a fight. Now the
Government Affairs Chair is empty and there is no committee.

Internet: Chris Uttenweiler
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Treasurer: Elsie Smith
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-774-3622

Sales: Francis Gunde
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-352-4273

Membership: Don Catterton
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 443-829-6539

Mtgs & Events: Tina Fraembs
events@bmwbmw.org

Newsletter: Bob Steele
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-830-9780

Safety: James Monroe
safety@bmwbmw.org
Technical: Ray Sufczynski
tech@bmwbmw.org
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View From The Saddle
By Mike Enloe
June is a great month. The weather is pretty much warm all
the time but the mornings are still cool. The oppressive heat and
humidity of July and August are just around the corner but haven’t arrived yet. Another rally is in the books. All the months of
preparation and planning are finished and hopefully the rains
stayed away. Even if they didn’t, the spirit and camaraderie of
the rally goers wasn’t dampened. Friendships were renewed and
new ones made. Yes, June is a good month.
On a recent ride, I had planned to do a quick out and back on
a familiar road. Just a couple of hours to get away from my continued job search to clear my head and refresh my mind. For
some reason I made a turn on a road I have passed by many
times without giving it a second look. I can’t say why I turned
right, but boy am I glad I did. A few miles of smooth twisty
pavement that eventually turned into a smooth well graded
gravel road. What a great find. All too soon it was over and I
was back on familiar tarmac. So on your next quick ride, look
for that road that you have past by so often but have never explored.
I would like to announce that Maria Vandergucht has been
selected by the BMWBMW Board of Directors to fill the vacancy at VP left by Jim Bade’s recent resignation. I thank Jim
for his service to the club. Maria will be in charge of the election
process for 2008. There are many positions that need candidates.
In fact all of the positions need candidates. Without people willing to step up and serve the club, the functions that we all love
can’t happen. If you are interested in running for a position this
fall, please let us know. In fact, maybe you could even step into
one of the open roles we have right now. We are still trying to
find a person to take on the role of Government Affairs Chair.
We also need someone to fill the position of Sales Chair. Both of
these roles are important to the club.
There are a lot of great events coming up in the next couple
of months. This year’s BMW RA Rally is being held at Biltmore Estates in Asheville, NC. Some of the best roads in the
country can be found within minutes of the rally site. And the
RA always puts on a great rally. A couple weeks later, Nate
Kern can be seen (hopefully) racing and winning at the Virginia
International Raceway (VIR) near Danville, VA. The BMW
MOA Rally is in West Bend, WI in mid-July. Not around the
corner but not quite half way across the country. Finally, the July
BMWBMW club meeting is being held at Bob’s BMW on SATURDAY, July 21 at 10am. This should be a great meeting as it is
being held in conjunction with Bob’s “club day”.
I guess that’s all the rambling I have for this month. My first
attempt at this article was about how the recent Jim Zumbo incident has exposed the huge rift between hunters and recreational
“black rifle” shooters. I was trying to draw a comparison between that rift and the rift that exists in the motorcycle community between various rider groups, whether they be cruisers,
squids or luxo-tourers. I realized that it would only serve to advance an agenda of our common “enemies”. In the end, I thought
the subject would best be left for a discussion over a beer sitting
around a campfire.
I hope everyone is racking up the miles and keeping the shiny
side up.
Ride well, ride often and always ride to work.
Mikeout…
June 2007

Editor’s Two Bits
“Just What the Doctor Ordered - Kind of”
By Bob Steele
The GA BMW Rally has had five straight years of rainy
weather including last month’s event. I know that some of our
club members decided not to make the run south, what with the
big storm front moving across the southeast. Certainly understandable, but regrettable too.
Pat O’Connor and I left on Thursday with the idea of going
to the Breaks Interstate Park http://www.breakspark.com/ on the
way down to the GA BMW Rally on the recommendation of
Elsie Smith. All was going fine until we headed west on Route
460 into West Virginia. We got pounded with gusty winds and
rain blowing almost parallel to the ground. I looked back and
Pat was no longer there. I pulled over and he finally came slugging along. It was time to take a break. When we got off the
MCs at a shopping center where Pat explained that he had been
blown across two lanes of the road from a big wind gust and thus
he had to slow down.
Interestingly, a few miles back, my GPS told me that we had
arrived at our destination. Not! Operator error of some type. So I
went into a tractor store that we’d stopped in front of to ask
where we were, with wet map in hand. The first guy I approached, looked at me, and said “nope” before the first complete sentence was uttered. The second guy, a store clerk,
laughed as I approach. He was helpful even though he couldn’t
help himself in making various comments about the stupidity of
riding in the rain. I’m glad he enjoyed my drenching so much!
Back on the road we had three more hours of riding on some
great (but wet) roads on the way to the Breaks. With still riding
in the driving rain, we couldn’t see any of the scenery. It continued to rain until we got off the bikes and had completely
unloaded after arriving at the Breaks lodge which had nice accommodations, great setting, and half-way decent food in the
lodge’s restaurant. Of course, after riding 450 miles, mostly in
pouring rain, throw in a hot shower and a couple of mixed
drinks, anything would have tasted pretty good.
The next morning we were on the road heading south toward
TN. The twisty roads were great but we couldn’t get after them
due to heavy fog. We final broke out of it and had sunny clear
skies and nice roads, with the exception of a short shower later in
the morning.
We met our Nova Scotia riding buddy, TN Dave just north of
Knoxville and he led us through a spirited ride through the back
roads heading southeast toward the “Dragun” and ultimately the
GA rally site. It was hot and the roads were dry, good thing because TN Dave can get on down the road. We road mile after
mile of twisties and sweepers, just an indication was what was
ahead of us for the next couple of days.
The Dragun! I’ve ridden some twisty roads like the Dragun
but the intensity of making turn after turn after turn I think lives
up to its reputation. Since we were riding Route 129 on a Friday, it probably wasn’t as crazy as I suspect it is on the weekend.
But there were more than a few sport riders out there, not to
mention the Mini-Coopers having at it. Those guys, and a BMW
Z3, were flying through the corners.
The only close call occurred when coming around a sharp
blind corner only to encounter a tractor-trailer semi making its
way through the most gnarly section of the Dragun. TN Dave
was in the lead and did a quick stop. I about ran up his tail pipe,
opting instead to swerve around him. This was not the risk that I
cont’d page 18
had imagined for riding the Dragun.
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MEMBERSHIP
By Don Catterton

Membership Report as of May 01, 2007

Every Picture Has A Story
“Nate Kern’s High Speed Get-Off”
By Elsie Smith

While racing Team Motorrad's R12S with Ivan Messina in
the WERA four-hour endurance May 5th at Barber Motorsports
in Leeds, AL, Nate crashed in turn 8 during the second lap of the
race. He suffered a broken rib towards the back of his ribcage,
which caused him pain between the shoulder blades. A chunk of
meat came out of his right leg, but the knee is OK, and he had
surgery to clean it out. Workers had to cut his new Vanson custom leathers off; they're toast. The bike was broken in two, the
whole final drive and wheel ripped off the bike.

Members: 512
455 Active
57 Associate
Renewing Members: 24
19 Active
5 Associate
New Members: 11
10 Active
1 Associate
Roger Curtis
Joseph Suhre
Gary Curtis
Warren Cofsky
Bruce and Deanna Buchner
Trevor Cornpropst
Sean Smith
Zbigniev Tyrlik
Louis Lepersonne
Brian Kane
Members receiving Paper BTS 77 (85 %)
Welcome to the club, one and all!
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is the norm for all members unless requested otherwise! If you are unable to
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or email
Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
phone 443-829-6539
membership@bmwbmw.org

If you would like to make a donation towards new leathers
and hospital expenses, you may send a check or money order
payable to Nate Kern to:
Nate Kern
c/o BMW Motorcycles of Atlanta
1750 Cobb Pkwy SE
Marietta, GA 30060
Bobby Wooldridge, Jr. (owner of BMW Motorcycles of Atlanta) can accept payments through PayPal at the following address supra101@aol.com. Please reference “Nate” in the comments section.
For commentary by Nate, visit his blog at
http://www.nate-kern.blogspot.com.
Get healthy real soon Nate, our thoughts are with you.

BMWBMW Club Merchandise!
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
email Francis Gunde at: sales@bmwbmw.org
We still sell customized items such as
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw
4
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Meet Jim Pugh
My name is Jim Pugh and I live in Warrenton, VA. I started
riding in 1960 on a Cushman Eagle and have continued riding
ever since on a variety of motorcycles. I started racing motocross
in 1962 and switched to road racing in 1964. I was the world’s
slowest road racer, but I had a lot of fun times riding all the great
tracks. My racing now is on four wheels in Enduro Karts at Summit Point and VIR.
My longest ride was from Chicago to Panama in 1965 on a
Triumph Bonneville with two other crazy kids. I have done several long tours but I’m not an Iron Butt contestant. Most of my
riding now is around the Mid-Atlantic area, with a few longer
trips like Barber, Daytona and some other tracks to watch road
races or other motorcycling events.

My current touring ride is a R1200RT, and this is my first
BMW. I don’t know what took me so long but I’m glad I finally
arrived. I am delighted with the bike and glad to be a part of the
BMWBMW family.
Hey Jim, we kept seeing you ride by and were wondering
when you would come join us! Welcome to the club. Nice ride
too!
June 2007

Meet Stephan “BKS” Kuehl
Well, what can I say about me except that I am adrenaline
junkie! Not really! My name is Stephan Kuehl and I moved to
Virginia from Berlin, Germany shortly after my 18th birthday in
2000. I started riding when I was 15 years old on a 50cc Zündapp Bergsteiger and never looked back. I kept buying mopeds,

repaired them, and sold them for a small profit and kept going
that way until I left Germany and moved to VA.
I can't remember but I think that I joined BMWBMW while I
still owned a Suzuki and was on the hunt for a nice BMW bike.
Well I finally found a low mileage 2003 F650CSA from a seller
that didn't even know that the bike had ABS and 5 gears!!! So
it’s no surprise that I got the bike for a steal!
I ride pretty much every day unless there is ice on the road.
The motorcycle is my daily means of transportation like my
other two-wheeled machines in Germany that I used to ride. I
ride around 1,000 miles a month between college, work, and
touring around the area. So far I've managed to infect three other
guys at my firehouse with the motorcycling virus but for some
reason they all ended up buying HDs!!! I must be doing something wrong. Maybe BMWBMW will help me convert them to
BMWs!
I will see you guys on the road! ATGATT!!!!
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Mexico Tour—Part 2
By Steve Anderson

Stopping for lunch at a roadside restaurant brought out the
apprehension in some of us. What should we eat and is it safe to
have a drink with ice in it? After some nervous conversation,
most of us decided to just relax and enjoy ourselves. After all,
we had our supplies of Pepto and Immodium with us. Most of us
would need those later in the trip.

That day’s ride took us due south to the Hotel Taninul, in the
countryside near the city of Ciudad Valles, San Luis Potosi. The
ride itself was uneventful, as we stared to climb in altitude and
feel the moistening effects of the breezes coming off the Gulf of
Mexico. A stately, elegant building, the Taninul features a large
warm mineral pool set among palm trees teeming with exotic
parrots and other birds. A short climb up the hill behind the pool
reveals a narrow cave where many of the birds reside until sundown. Early evening and morning are filled with their musical
calls – or screeching, depending on your point of view.
The next day brought us our first taste of the twisties, as we
made our way to Zimapan in the state of Hidalgo. While most of
the road surfaces we traveled were excellent, several days
brought detours for construction, and these varied from taking
the shoulder to getting on a bulldozed dirt path for a hundred
yards or more. One of the many mountain roads, shown below.

One of the many colorful roadside restaurants we patronized during
the trip.

Our destination the first night was the Hacienda Santa Engracia, just outside Ciudad Victoria (pictured below). The inn, dating to the 1800s, was our first taste of the wonderful accommodations that awaited us. Featuring foot-thick masonry walls and
ceilings, the rooms were cool and refreshing after our hot day in
the saddle. Several of us relaxed in the outdoor cocktail lounge
near the pool and tennis courts. Don’t you just hate roughing it
on a motorcycle trip?

At dinner, served in a private room by a complete staff of
waiters, we learned that the innkeeper had alerted the local media
to our journey. In the morning, the state’s director of tourism,
reporters from the local newspaper, and a TV crew were waiting
to meet us. It was showtime!
The TV reporter interviewed Kirsten about her travels, the
many miles she puts on her bike (she’s done multiple 1,000-in-1
days), and her thoughts on Mexico. She coaxed him into a ride
aboard her R1100RT, his first time ever sitting on a motorcycle.
While the rest of the hacienda staff posed for photos at our bikes,
Kirsten maneuvered her excited but clearly nervous passenger
around the yard. I would love to have seen his report that evening.
6

At Zimapan, we rode a cobblestone driveway into the Posada
Del Rey, or Royal Spa. Another night, another elegant hotel, this
one offering massages for weary travelers. One could get quite
used to this treatment.
In the morning, we headed south again, this time towards
Mexico City. We skirted the Mexican capital, but even at a distance, you could see the almost-legendary smog. A layer of
brown air crowned the country scenery, and it didn’t look good.
Fortunately, we rode east of the city to the archeological zone of
Teotihuacan, there to take in the pyramids. Leaving our bikes

and luggage at the Club Med – what did you expect, Motel 6? –
we loaded up the van for the short drive to the pyramids.
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2007 Cape Fear 1,000
By Nancy Olswald

The 2007 Cape Fear 1,000 is in the record books! This was
Jim Bain’s second running of this event and it was truly a great
success. The rally raised about $1,800 for the Victory Junction
Gang Camp which provides life-changing camping experiences
that are exciting, fun, and empowering, in a safe and medically
sound environment for children with chronic medical conditions or
serious illnesses.
BMW’s in general were well represented, not to mention the
representation of BMWBMW! Of the 109 registered riders, 52
were aboard BMW’s. There were 20 riders registered in the 10
hour rally, 11 of whom are BMWBMW members. Mark Sigley
ruled the 10 hour rally, taking first place with 14,335 points. Chaz
Fisher and Rick Trinnes finished 4th and 5th with 12,600 and
12,480 points respectively. The dynamic duo of Tina Fraembs and
Mike Tippett tied for 9th place with 11,070. Though I thought Michelle Duquette and Maria Vandergucht rode together, somehow
Michelle finished with 9,560 points while Maria had 7,360. Phil
Edwards, Bruce Watkins and Tim “Mr. Reading Comprehension”
VanVranken completed the list of finishers. J. Fields enjoyed his
ride so much that he decided to extend a bit and arrived to the finish line after the penalty portion and so is considered a DNF – Did
Not Finish.
Four BMWBMW members went for the 26 hour rally. Riders
had the option of starting in Salamanca, NY (George Falcon),
Cairo, IL, Hattiesburg, MS (Gary Stipe) or Sarasota, FL (Don Catterton and Nancy Oswald). The 26 hour riders had rally books
specific to their starting locations. All riders were also given the
same locations as the 10 hour folks with the caveat that they could
not be collected until after 7AM on Saturday (the 26 hr started at 1
PM on Friday). This, in effect, created two mini rallies for the 26
hour folks - a whole new challenge in itself! The top five finishers
were all on BMW’s, as well as your truly who placed 8th with
33,860 points.

Everyone who sees Nancy putting gas in the R1200GS
(above) has a good laugh. “They realize I gotta do this in order
to really fill the tank once I explain that I'm way to short to see
what's going on if I don't do this,” Nancy says. Don Catterton
took the pictures with Mike Tippett's camera at a gas station in
NC somewhere. “Yeah, sure, it’s funny but I manage the bike a
whole lot better now that it's two inches lower!!!
June 2007

Don Catterton (who publicly stated before the start that his
only goal was to beat me) returned to the finish line during the
penalty phase. Penalties and a paperwork error on the rest bonus
documentation cost Don a whole lot of points but he finished (a
still very respectable) 50th with 23,140 points. George Falcon
finished with 6,475 points. Gary Stipe was classified as DNS –
Did Not Start. Gary was in Wilmington for the finish, so at least
we know he’s safe and well!
After the rally, merriment ensued at the rider’s banquet. Four
lovely ladies from Hooters acted as bartenders while we dined on
fine chicken and pork BBQ. The after parties are really a great
time.
It’s so much fun to see riders from all over the country that I
only get to see a couple times a year at rallies. This particular
event was an especially great time because I had so many friends
from BMWBMW there!
If you think you’d like to give endurance rallying a shot,
check out The Void at http://www.rallythevoid.org/. Scott La
Shier and Gary Stipe (BMWBMW member) are incorporating
Jim Bain’s 10 hour and 24 hour format method. Ten hour riders
start and end in Lynchburg, 24 hour riders have the option to
start in three different locations. I hope the club shows up in
force again!

Board of Directors Meeting, May 6, 2007
Prepared by Jody Douglas

BOD members present: Mike Enloe, President; Jim Bade,
Vice President; Elsie Smith, Treasurer; Jody Douglas, Secretary;
Tina Fraembs, Events Chair; and John Douglas and Dave Holt,
Members.
Vice President Position – Jim Bade is resigning his position
after the 2007 Square Route Rally, and the Board discussed his
replacement. Mike reported that Maria Vandergucht expressed
an interest in assuming the duties of Vice President for the remainder of Jim’s term.
A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed to
name Maria Vice President when Jim steps down. Jim said that
Jaime Enriquez might be willing to serve as well, and Mike will
contact him regarding a Board position for 2008.[Update: Mike
spoke with Jaime, who offered to help with the Rally next year,
but is not interested in a Board position.]
Square Route Rally – Jim needs someone to manage sales at
the Rally, and will be soliciting a volunteer, as Francis Gunde
has resigned his position as Sales Chair. He has asked Lona
Soule to prepare the standard club t-shirts to sell at the Rally, as
we have none in stock. Westmar management is concerned about
selling beer at the site, as they have never been licensed for beer
sales. Jim is working on an alternative to selling beer directly to
Rally participants. The soda fountain will not be available after
this year, and alternative solution are being sought for next year.
The Board discussed the possibility of making tea and lemonade
available.
Jim has asked Ed Phelps for his ride sheets from prior years
to hand out at the rally. Jim is looking into replacing the lighting
for the inside of the registration tent as the existing light system
is old.
Movies are planned for Friday night, and a band for Saturday
night, rather than a speaker this year. The Board discussed a
50/50 raffle to benefit Camp Westmar, and a cake in celebration
of the Club’s 33rd anniversary. The meeting adjourned so that the
General Membership Meeting could begin.
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Shiney Side UP
“2007 Questionable Interpretations Tour”
By Wes “Chiba” Fleming, Roving Reporter

As Rides Chair, BMWBWM member Ed Phelps spent much
of last year collecting photos from various other members and
tallying locations to see who were the winners of the rides contest. Instead of learning from his lesson, Ed is back again this
year with a brand-new contest that will put miles past your
wheels and smiles on your face while your helmet collects bugs.
Borrowed from a previous MD2020 concept, the BMW2QIT
– or Questionable Interpretations Tour – is a primarily midAtlantic based tour designed to have all of us participants collecting photos of our bikes (and number cards) commemorating
our visits to illustriously – and questionably – named towns and
locations between South Carolina and Maine.
As Ed’s write-up for the contest says, “the Questionable Interpretations Tour may have your mind in the gutter if you interpret things that way. All the bonus sites are actual cities, towns
or businesses. We are
not making up anything
here – we don't have to,
someone has already
done it for us. What
were some of those
folks thinking when they
came up with these
names? Don't take anything too seriously; just
have fun with this tour.”
Ed, who has been a
BMWBMW member
since 1994 and Rides
Chair since 2004, says
he “enjoys providing
riding destinations that
maybe members have
not been to before.” His
destinations certainly
provide a challenge for us; it will certainly be interesting to see
what he cooks up for next year. When you’re cruising around the
distant outback of central North Carolina looking for the town of
Climax, or running up and down the strip in Ocean City, MD
trying to find Big Pecker’s restaurant, you’ll be hard pressed not
to shake your head in wonder at some of the names on the list.
There’s about eight pages of conversation and advice on the
QIT available on the BMWBMW forum, just ready for you to
read and absorb, but the best advice I can give you is to contact

8

Ed (rides@bmwbmw.org or his phone number is in the club directory) and get your number – then get out there and start collecting your locations, or “bonii” as we call them. Yes, bonii is a
real word in the motorcycling rally world – it’s the plural of bonus!
Mike Tippet gives us an excellent example of the perfect QIT
photo – exactly what you need to do well in this contest. Bike,
number card, and proof of arrival at one of the locations on the
list. In this case, Lovettesville, VA worth a whopping 69 points.
There are 15 different bonii worth 69 points, most of them located very close to the DC area in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Nine of them are in PA, and collecting them all is important if you want to claim the additional 777-point bonus for
gathering all PA locations.
While the letter of the contest is about points, the spirit of the
contest is about the club. It’s about getting us all excited about
riding our motorcycles, about exploring the countryside, and
most importantly, it’s about building camaraderie with fellow
club members. It won’t be long before more stories about things
that happen on the quest for points start flying around the forums, meetings, and club rallies.
I’ve probably spent more time than is wise simply planning
routes designed to maximize points while minimizing time and
miles traveled – the best bang for the buck, so to speak. With
gas prices climbing towards $3 a gallon (and sure to hit that by
the time you read this), we can’t exactly be wasting our time and
money out there on the road, but as we all know, motorcycles are
more fuel efficient and produce fewer atmosphere-damaging
hydrocarbon emissions than the cars, trucks, and SUVs that will
hopefully darken our driveways for most of the next six to eight
months. Between this piece of crap Dell laptop that is so
stripped down that ONLY the Garmin-supplied mapping software is on it and my trusty Streetpilot III+ Color GPS, I know
I’ll be able to find what I’m looking for, whether it’s one of the
myriad 69-point locations or the holy grail of the tour – Uranus,
somewhere in Maine, worth a staggering 5867 points.
One important thing to remember about the tour this year is
that we’re also helping to support the Johns Hopkins Children’s
Center with opening and closing donations. Ed recommends
toys, but cash is also welcome. To maximize your point total,
you’ll need to make two donations, one at the opening of your
quest and one at the closing. Be sure to read the rules so you
don’t miss out on these big bonii. As Nancy Oswald, former
Membership Chair, likes to say, “it’s all about reading comprehension.” Take Nancy’s advice to heart – she’s made a few mistakes on long-distance rallies that will help her take an early lead
in the QIT.
As far as success or failure goes, Ed has this to say about the
QIT: “Anyone participating in the BMW²QIT this year should
just have fun, get their maps out, and go riding.” He also reminds us that we’re supporting a good cause, the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center – so be sure to read that bonus location sheet
carefully!
While only the winners in each category (men, women, twoup) will receive the coveted contests plaques at next year’s holiday gathering, anybody scoring over 25,000 points will earn a
special award from the Rides Chair, as well as the envy and admiration of the rest of us.
Dig out that camera, and get on the road! I’m already 8962
points ahead of you – so get cracking!
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Dealership Dilemmas
By Rick Godfrey

“Can’t we all just get along when it doesn’t go right at the
dealership
Being eye to eye with your dealer, don’t we all want the same
thing.”
Ah, good customer service. It’s so easy to say and yet sometimes, it’s so seemingly elusive to either receive or provide. In
the Mid-Atlantic area, we are very fortunate to have a number of
quality BMW dealerships from whom we can choose to purchase
our bikes, or spend our hard earned dollars on associated parts,
apparel, service and even “farkel”. In many parts of the nation
BMW dealerships are hundreds of miles apart and at last count
there was a couple of states without dealers at all. We truly are
lucky to have choices.
I’ve been a motorcyclist for quite a number of years, logged a
fair amount of miles and currently own three bikes. I’m a member of several clubs both local and national and across the brand
lines. I subscribe to a number of industry magazines, I quietly
“haunt” the forums and I talk to riders. I also work for a dealership. Gasp!
No wait, don’t go, come back here. I’m from a dealership and
I really am here to help you! Although the examples that I use
may be drawn from Bob’s, my point is to talk about customer
interaction with any dealership when things don’t go quite according to plan. In spite of the common perception, dealers and
customers actually want the same things. Customers want to buy
a bike and not surprisingly, the dealer wants to sell one (actually
lots), and the same goes for parts, apparel and accessories. Luckily for all parties, in the vast majority of cases this process works
flawlessly, but what do we do when it doesn’t? Ah, now there’s
the rub. Here’s where I think that I can offer a few suggestions to
help both the customer and the dealer.
Now, let’s get down to the meat and potatoes. What do you
do when you believe that your experience at the dealership was
less than you expected; you received shoddy service; you felt
that you were slighted; or something happened that makes you
want to run from the dealership and complain to anyone who
will listen? Well, it’s been my experience that customers do
complain about the experience, but when they complain, they
just gripe to other customers or friends and not to anyone who
can actually assist them. This, of course, is not good for either
the customer or the dealer. Lose-lose, if you will.
Let me offer a couple of examples. I received a call from a
customer the other day who had made a special trip to our dealership specifically to buy a used bike. He drove a long way
through rush hour traffic to get there and then received what he
believed (perceived) was less than great customer service. He
was not a happy camper and left without purchasing the bike.
Luckily for both of us, he called me the next day and gave me an
opportunity to explain and attempt to convince him that we are a
good dealership and he should buy the bike here. After a nice
conversation and a little give and take, he returned to the dealership and bought the bike. Had he chosen to complain to his
friends, on a web board or to a magazine instead, he wouldn’t
have purchased the bike he wanted, and we wouldn’t have
earned a new customer. Between the two of us, we turned a lose/
lose into a win/win. Good for the customer, good for the dealership.
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One more example. I noticed a customer at the parts counter
one day who appeared to be agitated, and I could also sense that
my parts person was on edge. I decided to intervene and see if I
could assist. The customer was attempting to return an electrical
component which, for various reasons, we don’t ordinarily do.
This was also the second or third time this particular customer
had had a problem with similar electronic items. The customer
explained the problem to my satisfaction, and I made the decision that the item could be returned. It was over in two seconds –
the customer was pleasantly stunned. Problem solved. Good for
him – good for us. There will obviously be times where there
may not be a completely happy ending, but there won’t ever be if
you don’t ask.
Here are a couple of suggestions that may assist you in getting a resolution to an unpleasant dealer experience. First, be
nice. No one wants to be screamed at or have someone throw
demands at them – you know, “more flies with sugar” etc. If you
can’t work out the problem with the person you’re dealing with,
ask to see the specific department manager and, if they are unavailable or you still can’t reach a resolution, ask to speak to the
General Manager. Explain the problem as you see it and think
about what resolution you would like. If you are reasonable in
your request and are willing to compromise, it’s likely the dealer
will also. Be honest. We’ve been in this business a long time and
it’s hard to see clearly with the wool being pulled over our eyes.
Last, if all else fails, you can always, at least at our dealership,
ask to speak to the owner. In most cases, if you have a valid
point, have presented it in a professional manner and are reasonable in your request, I believe that most dealers would go well
out of their way to make you a happy customer.
Remember we’re all in this sport together and we all want the
same things. So the next time something doesn’t go according to
Hoyle at the dealership, talk with someone who can help. Help
us help you and we all win.
*
*
*
*
*
Rick Godfrey is employed as the General Manager of Bob's
BMW in Columbia-Jessup, Maryland. He has 40 years of riding
experience, has been in the motorcycle industry for 5 years
and has over 30 years in various management positions. He
rides a 1999 Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic, a 2004 BMW
R1150R Rockster Anniversary Edition and a 350 Suzuki dual
sport. In January 2007 the dealership was awarded the number
one position for CSI (Customer Satisfaction Index) in the nation
for dealers selling more than 149 motorcycles per year for all of
2006 by BMW of North America and BMW Motorrad,
USA. Customer satisfaction and retention is the number one
area of concentration for Rick and the rest of the dedicated team
at Bob's BMW. He can be reached at
Rick.Godfrey@bobsbmw.com should a reader have a question
about this article.
Editor’s Note: Good customer service seems to be an area of
interest to our BMWBMW club members. It is a subject that is
often discussed on the forum, and views vary on the matter of
what dealership provides the best service.
The staff of the BTS, that would be Chiba and me, would
like to get your opinions on custom service and how you feel our
local BWM dealerships are doing in providing service. Email
me at editor@bwmbwm.com with your comments. Select submittals will be published, but only submissions that are signed by
the author and are fit for public consumption. So, tell us what
you think!

Between the Spokes ©2007 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

9

Upcoming Race Events

Meet Hans Wang

June 22-23 ASRA Thunderbike at VIRginia International
Raceway (Mini Rally), Danville, VA.
(Mini Rally, contact Rev. Willie at gonzorev@earthlink.net,
see announcements in BMW MOA News (or their website), and
go to VIR at www.virclub.com for track details.)
Sept. 8-9 ASRA Thunderbike at Summit Point, WV
Oct. 19-20 MOTO-ST 8 Hr. at Daytona Int’l Speed, FL
October 1 VIRginia International Raceway
Contact Pat Crawley (parts@mortonsbmw.com) or Stuart Beatson (service@mortonsbmw.com).
Morton's BMW Motorcycles, one of Nate's major sponsors,
will have a hospitality tent for fans, in addition to prepping and
servicing Nate’s race bike, for both races at Summit Point Raceway, West Virginia and at the Virginia International Raceway in
Danville, VA.
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I'm glad to be aboard.
I'm a conservator for the Library of Congress and have been
riding for about twenty years. I got a 1997 R850R a month ago
and have been riding practically every day. With the purchase of
the BMW, I'm leaving chain drive, contact breaker points and
carburetors behind. I can't say that I'll miss all of that. I am
mainly a utility rider with dreams of performance and touring
riding. There have been some interstate rides in the past, but
nothing over 1,000 miles on a single trip. I'm looking forward to
being a part of the BMWBMW community.
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Mexico Tour cont’d from page 6
The pyramids were one of the things I most wanted to see on
the trip, so I was pumped. I was also looking for some more oxygen. At an altitude of 7,500 feet above sea level, the area is
higher than what I’m used to. Combine that with a lot of walking
and climbing – you can climb the pyramids, and most of us did –
and you can get short of breath if you’re not careful. We were
also advised to carry water and hydrate regularly, good advice
for the altitude, the temperature, and the exertion level.
After taking a guided tour, valuable for really understanding
the history of the site, we were left to our own devices for a couple of hours. It was fascinating to walk the Avenue of the Dead,
the roadway connecting the Pirámide del Sol (Pyramid of the
Sun) and the Pirámide de Luna (Pyramid of the Moon) with the
many other smaller structures. The Pyramid of the Sun is the
third largest pyramid by volume in the world, behind only the
Great Pyramid of Cholula in Cholula de Rivadavia, Mexico, and
the Great Pyramid at Cheops in Egypt.
In the first 500 years of so of the common era, Teotihuacan
was the largest city in the Americas, and boasted power and influence in its region similar to that of Rome. At its peak, the city
had a population estimated between 150,000 and 250,000 people. While many of us grew up believing the Aztecs built the
pyramids, the structures were there long before the Aztecs arrived. The origins remain a mystery, as archeologists continue to
study the World Heritage Site. Suffice to say, for a history buff,
it is a fascinating and intriguing place to spend an afternoon.
From Teotihuacan, we headed northwest to Tequisquiapan, a
small city in Querétaro. While the journey here was mostly highway, the parking was something else again. The Hotel Maridelfi
has only on-street parking, but that wouldn’t do for important
people like us. The management insisted we ride our bikes up a
few steps, through the hotel lobby, and out to the courtyard surrounding the pool. Our bikes would get an opportunity to relax
along with their weary riders.

In addition, Allejo, one of our guides, had made the acquaintance of a motorcycle cop earlier in the day. At Allejo’s invitation, the entire motorcycle unit – OK, it was three bikes – came
to visit us that evening. We spent a fun hour taking photos,
checking out their bikes, and showing them all the cool features
on ours. Coincidentally, I think the police were riding Carabela
motorcycles, a Mexican brand briefly imported by William Morton, founder of Morton’s BMW, in the 1960s. Somehow, none of
the motorcycles ended up in the pool.
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From Tequisquiapan it was on to Patzcuaro, in the state of
Michoacan. On the way, we rode through the Mil Cumbres, or
Thousand Peaks, region. To compare the riding in this area to the
Alps would not be overstating the case. Miles and miles of incredible twisty roads, elevation changes, scenic vistas, and the
occasional road hazard – washed out lane, herd of cattle, etc. –
made up for a tiring but exhilarating day’s ride.
Patzcuaro has an affinity for Halloween and All Saints’ Day.
Noches de Muertos, or Night of the Dead, is akin to a national
holiday here and you can find references to it year-round. From
festive presentations of the Dance of the Old Men (indigenous
tradition), to art based on skeletons, to t-shirts and other clothing
echoing the theme, death is alive and well in Patzcuaro.
We had two nights in Patzcuaro, which left a full day in between for sightseeing. Most of us took a bus tour to Santa Clara,
capital of the region’s copper mining and manufacturing trade.
We watched craftsmen take slabs of copper, pound them into
sheets, turn them into forms, and finish them, all by hand. The
intricate work and the fine detail was something to behold, and
really impressive in this age of mass-produced, throw-away crap.
Being good consumers, most of us then scoured the retail areas
for nice pieces, and came away with great souvenirs at excellent
prices. San Miguel de Allende in the state of Guanajuato, was
our next destination, where we also spent two nights.
Funny story about San Miguel. I had ridden ahead to do a
little photography and just to get out on my own a little, and I
had arranged with Bruce to meet the group at the city of Salamanca. Our usual pattern was, if you split off from the group,
you would stop at a Pemex (the national gas station) and wait to
be found. After riding by myself for a while, I pulled into a Pemex at a major intersection on the way to Salamanca. I waited
for about 20 minutes in the hot sun, then decided to keep going
to Salamanca. Once I got to the city, I stopped at the first Pemex
and waited. And waited. After half an hour, I thought maybe the
group had passed me while I was in a small village looking at
scenery. I figured I should go on to San Miguel and find the hotel. How hard could it be?
Well, San Miguel is a good-sized town with about 140,000
residents. The main part of town is at the base of a hill and the
streets are mostly cobblestone. Judging by the name of the hotel
–Vista Real, or Royal View – I figured it had to be on top of the
hill. So, I spent the next hour and a half riding all over town, on
one lane cobblestone roads with two way traffic, up and down
hills with 30+ degree inclines and stop signs, in 80F heat at
7,000 foot altitude. Eventually, I spotted the group of bikes and
fell in with them as if I knew where I was going the whole time.
The up-side? I gained some good experience riding while
standing on the pegs and I earned a sticker for the running of the
bulls (which they do in San Miguel’s narrow streets), which now
adorns one of my saddlebags.
The next day found us on a day-trip to Dolores Hidalgo,
birthplace of the Mexican independence movement. Originally
known as just Dolores, it was renamed in honor of Father Miguel
Hidalgo who, on September 16, 1810, proclaimed on the steps of
the church that Mexico should no longer be beholden to Spain
and should be independent. He then recruited an army and led
them to fight the Spanish. For his trouble, he was arrested and
executed, and his head and those of three of his co-insurgents
were put on pikes in the city of Guanajuato for ten years until
Mexico won its independence. In Mexico, he is held in the same
esteem we hold George Washington. Cont’d page 12
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Mexico Tour cont’d from page 11
The church of Father Hidalgo is located on a public square
closed to motor traffic, but Bruce was able to convince the local
police that we were very important people and should be able to
park our motorcycles in front of the church. Not many people
will get the photograph.
After
Dolores Hidalgo, Bruce,
Russ Erbe, and
I decided to ride
on to the city of
Guanajuato
while the rest of
our group went
back to San
Miguel to do
more sightseeing and shopping. One of the
attractions of
Guanajuato is
the tunnels
which carry
traffic under the
city center. Because of congestion, the city
fathers forced
vehicles underground, literally, and we wanted to check it out.
The ride over to Guanajuato was beautiful, as we made our
way over more amazing mountainside roads. The tunnels were a
little less so, as we fought heavy traffic, smog, and heat. After
half an hour or so, we just wanted to head out of town. Finding
our way back to San Miguel, we took a route Bruce described as
one of his favorite roads in the world. It was a curvy, twisty ride
through the mountains at something in excess of legal speeds,
and it was spectacular. With almost no traffic and smooth, clean
pavement, we flew along, enjoying every moment of it. I tried
really hard not to tell everyone else how great it was. I failed
miserably.
Leaving San Miguel the next morning, it was time to start
heading back toward the U.S. We spent one more night in Mexico at a relatively mundane motel in Ciudad Victoria, which suffered mainly by comparison to the truly special places we had
been.
On our last night in Mexico, we took cabs to a group dinner
at a restaurant opened just for us. There were funny awards presented, memories shared, and many drinks consumed. A special
moment for me was being presented the group banner signed by
all on the trip as a “thank you” for having organized the tour.
The next day, it was a straightforward ride to the border, another half hour or so doing paperwork, and then back into the
U.S. Once across the border, we exchanged hugs and goodbyes
and headed off in a dozen different directions.
While I had a few more days left to ride home, the great
Mexico tour had ended. Those of us who went have so many
memories. Maybe next time, you’ll be riding along with us.

GMM Report—May 6, 2007
By Jody Douglas

The General Membership Meeting was held at the home of
Jed Hargrave, 11511 Old Frederick Road, Thurmont, MD at approximately 10:00 AM. Board Members Mike Enloe, President;
Jim Bade, Vice President; Elsie Smith, Treasurer; and Jody
Douglas, Secretary, were present, along with Tina Fraembs,
Events Chair.
Mike opened the meeting and welcomed those present. He
extended the Club’s thanks to Jed Hargrave, who had opened his
farm to the Club for camping, tech sessions, and visiting over the
weekend, in addition to hosting the Club meeting.
Three new members introduced themselves and their guests,
and were welcomed and asked to see Mike Enloe after the meeting so that he could get their pictures for the Newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report – Elsie Smith reported that the Club had
income of $997.50 in April, and expended $1,024.89, the expenditures largely Rally expenses. Treasury balance is $16,740.72.
Corporate Status – The Club’s corporate status has been resolved, and the Club is properly re-incorporated. Elsie is continuing to work on filing the necessary tax returns.
Other Reports – Don Catterton, Membership Chair, and Bob
Steele, Editor, were both absent. Mike asked that members submit ride reports and any articles of interest to Bob for the upcoming Newsletter.
Square Route Rally – Jim Bade reported on the preparations
for the Rally, scheduled for June 2nd and 3rd, with wind-up on the
4th. Registration begins at noon on Friday, and he suggested that
members come early to secure a cot in one of the several cabins
on site. The theme of the Rally is BMWBMW’s 33rd Anniversary.
Jim has planned movies for Friday night (including “Wild
Hogs” if it is out in video), and the Marsh Brothers Band will
play on Saturday night. Free chili will be available for the first
100 participants on Friday night, and a hot meal in the main hall
on Saturday evening, in addition to the catering truck. There will
be free soda and popcorn all weekend, and beer by the glass for a
$1 donation.
Several seminars are planned, including Jerry Skene’s electrical seminar, and a roadside repair seminar given by Mike Enloe,
as well as other tech seminars. A vintage bike display and seminar are planned as well. Vendors ROK Strap, Open Road Outfitters, Speed’s, and Dan Keyes of the Blue Ridge Motorcycle Adventures will be available with goods for sale, along with the
standard t-shirts and pins.
Jim is soliciting volunteers to help with registration, sales,
set-up and clean-up, and asks that members contact him if they
can help. He will be at Camp Westmar on the 19th and would
appreciate help with the camp clean-up on that day. Mike extended his thanks to Jim and Tina Fraembs for all their hard
work thus far on the Rally.
Meetings & Events – Tina Fraembs reported there will be no
meeting in June due to the SRR Rally. The next meeting will be
at Bob’s BMW in Jessup, MD on Saturday, July 21 at 10 AM
where BMWBMW will be hosting a “Club Day”.
Free Posters – Jody Douglas mentioned that Drew Alexander
from Battley’s BMW had given her several large BMW posters
that she had brought to the meeting for anyone who wanted one.

Sounds like a great trip and ride Steve. Thanks for telling
us about your adventure.
12
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Okay Race Fans! N8! Kern’s 2007 race schedule
June 22-23 ASRA Thunderbike VIR (Mini Rally)
July 6-7 6 ASRA Thunderbike RoadAmerica
July 12-14 MOTO-ST 3 Hr. Newton, IA
July 12-15 BMW MOA National, West Bend, WI
August 10-11 ASRA Thunderbike Barber Motorsports
Sept. 8-9 ASRA Thunderbike Summit Point
Oct. 19-20 MOTO-ST 8 Hr. Daytona
Letter to the Editor cont’d from page 2
Everything we have worked so hard to accomplish is about to
be undone if we do not act decisively to put ourselves in front of
the HOT lane debate. We shouldn't be paying tolls because we
don't cause the damage. We shouldn't be co-opted or distracted by
the lure of E-Z passes. We are a unique solution to commuting
and to parking. Yet despite all that, if we do not convince governmental authorities of the righteousness of our position, we are going to be taxed on roads unfairly, barred from access to cities unreasonably, or both. This isn't a prediction; it's a guarantee.
Editor’s Note: Clearly we need someone to step forward to organize the club’s Government Affairs committee. If one person
would stand up and be counted, others would support the effort.
So, who’s going to step up and take a leadership role?

14
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GMM Report cont’d from page 12
Upcoming Events – Members mentioned several events they
plan to attend in the coming weeks: English & European Motorcycle Day at Butler’s Orchard outside Gaithersburg, MD on May
20th; Virginia International Raceway on June 19th and 20th, where
Nate Kern will be racing again this year; the BMW RA Rally on
June 7th, 8th and 9th in Asheville, NC at the Biltmore Mansion; the
MOA Rally in Wisconsin and the Top of the Rockies Rally in
Colorado; the Down East Rally in Maine on May 18th and 19th;
the Daniel Boone Rally in August; the Chain Gang’s West VA
Jailbreak near Charleston, WV; Mountainfest in Morgantown,
WV, where they hold a vintage street race through town; the
Johnstown-Laurel Highlands Rally; Sherando (VA), and Finger
Lakes (NY) Rallies on Labor Day weekend; and the Bluegrass
Book Bank Benefit near Monterey in mid-June. One member
suggested accessing BMWsporttouring.com to learn of gettogethers in the Smokies each year, as well as great rides. It is
also a good tech source.
George Young – Mike reported that Member George Young
had been hit on his motorcycle in Chambersburg, PA by a drunk
driver, and was recuperating at Hershey Medical Center. Reg
Jackson notified Mike of the crash, and indicated that George
had a severely injured left leg.
Ride Defensively - Mike reminded the membership to ride
defensively, and suggested that everyone review the hand signals
as shown in the Membership Directory. He also suggested that
prior to riding with others the ground-rules for the ride should be
discussed, covering riding styles, what to do if separated, if there
is a breakdown, etc. These are important even if you know the
other rider well.
Breakfast Rides – Jim reminded the members that the VA
and MD breakfast rides are in the Newsletter and on the website
in the Events forum, and members are encouraged to ride. He
noted that the Town & Country Restaurant, where the VA ride
meets, had a recent fire, and the Virginia ride may need to seek
another breakfast site.
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Group Riding Video – Jim mentioned that the Club has a
video regarding group riding, and Dan Scott volunteered to convert the video to digital to make it available to more members.
Next Tech Session – The next Tire Tech Day will be held on
May 12th in Hanover, MD.
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned after the members

GS Day Trip, Williamsport to Orleans, MD
again thanked Jed Hargrave for his generous hospitality.
By Elsie Smith
Have fun! This is loosely written and there are no mileages and no
creek crossings. Trip is certainly passable on dry roads on an LT or RT.
Maybe let some air out of the tires. It has several miles (less than 10) of
hard-packed gravel.
Start at the intersection of U.S. 11 and MD Rt. 68 in downtown
Williamsport, which is slightly SW of the intersection of I-70 & I-81
(just west of Hagerstown)
Go W on MD Rt. 68 about 5 mi. Turn L on MD 56 towards Fort
Frederick State Park. If you have all day, turn L on Dam #5 Rd. (it’s
less than a mile after turning onto MD 56) down to the Potomac and
check out the park. Also on MD 56 is Fort Frederick (on your L). Worth
a visit, if you’ve never been there before. At Big Pool, hop on I-70 W
and get off at Exit 3 (MD Rt. 144 W) into Hancock.
From downtown Hancock, continue W on Rt. 144 approx. 1-1.5
miles. Turn L onto Round Top Rd. If you miss the turn, go slightly past
and U-turn at Green Ln. Keep bearing L on Round Top. Stay R on Willow Rd. at the Seavolt Rd./sign to Dialyn Campground. If you end up on
Seavolt, that’s okay too; it rejoins Willow.
Eventually you’ll come to a farm and you can only go R on Deneen
Rd. This is where the gravel begins. The road name will become Pearre.
Just continue, keeping the C&O Canal National Historical Park on your
left. Road name becomes Ziegler. Stay L on to High Germany Rd.
Eventually you’ll come to the Park’s Fifteenmile Creek Campground in
Orleans.
Turn R under the aqueduct in Orleans. Turn R on Orleans Rd. This
will take you back out to I-68 E (or MD 144 for a more scenic ride)
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CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS

BREAKFAST RIDES
Battley Cycles
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the after-breakfast
rides, and many members like to show up
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show
up early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about
introducing yourself! If you'd like more
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride
one weekend, call the rides chairman.

Note: Schedules for breakfast
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a
ride take place if there is a club
meeting or other major event
scheduled on that day. Consult the
message boards for late breaking
changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa Road,
Parkville, MD 21234. 410-882-3155.
Directions: Satyr Hill shopping center at
Satyr Hill and Joppa roads, across from
the Home Depot at I-695 & Perring
Parkway. To have a reminder email come
to you the week before the breakfast,
send your email address to:
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your
left.

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.

Bob's BMW
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic light
and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one mile on the right.

Lap's Quality Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap's
is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left
on Roth, then same as above.

Morton's BMW
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S.
1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto
Courthouse Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s
BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’s Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95
North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3
miles. We are on the left just before Levering Avenue.

Rides-To-Eat
Rides to Eat (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third
week of each month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web
message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is
the third Thursday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat or
RTE.http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Club Needs Volunteers

Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270
take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark
Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left.

Here’s your chance to serve the club. Volunteers are needed to
become the Government Affairs and Sale Committee Chairs.
Send an email to president@bmwbmw.org to find out more
about these positions.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE
1983 BMW R100/RS. 46,500 miles.
Original black paint with double pinstripes.
Corbin seat with backrest, BMW system
side cases. Recent major service by Bob's –
rebuilt carbs, new battery, starter, Metzler
tires. $4,000 OBO. Contact Stacey 202905-3496 or mailto:sberger@midlandls.com
(5/07)
2002 K1200RS – Color: Black Equipped with ABS, HTD Grips, Cruise
Cntrl, Michelin Pilot Power Tires, 5.5 in
Rear Wheel, K&N Air Filter, BMW Sport
Wind Screen, helmet lock, clear turn signals,
BMW Tank Bag, BMW Tail Case, BMW
Saddle Bag mounts and more. BMW
serviced since new. Garaged stored, never
down, like-new condition w/9,800
Miles. Price: $9,950. Email for pictures or
more details: Kmartinich@comcast.net or
Tel: 443.994.2840.
1981 R100RS. 4,500 miles, serviced by
Battley's, immaculate, no rust, smoke red
color, black luggage frame, new still in the
box set of progressive shocks, never dropped
or abused; needs the fluids changed, carbs
cleaned, needs a new battery and tires; "as
is" for $9,000. Call George at 301 963 2911
(home) or 202-623-1839 (office). (12/06)

2002 R1100SA with 6500 miles.
Perfect condition, many extras. Asking
$9500/obo Please call Allison or Lex
for additional info. 410-849-3015 (after
8/28).
1984 80ST 24K mi, Red w/ matching
Hanigan fairing (including pin strips),
BMW saddle bags, a red Eclipse tank
bag, Teleflex fork brace. BMW pwr
socket in the fairing and a front light
toggle switch (for starting w/ a low
battery). Newish battery. One (mostly)
adult mechanical engineer owner. Looks
sharp, mechanically and cosmetically
excellent except one smallish tank dent
(quarter size) and a mark on the seat.
Owner will email pictures or answer
questions if you are in the market for an
80ST. Price: $4800 Location: DC Area
Contact Tom Kawecki
tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(7/06)
2002 R1150RT Silver, 35K miles,
radio, heated hand grips, motorized
windshield, great road touring bike or
commuter bike for HOV. Save gas.
Asking $8,200. call Richard 703-9634036. (7/06)
June 2007

1993 K75S/ABS Silk blue; 53k miles;
stock and tall windshields; stock and
Staintune exhausts; Givi 45 litre top
and sidecases; very good condition. A
great commuter (50+ mpg) or lightduty tourer. $3,300. Glenn Weiland
(703) 450-8131, day or evening. (8/06)
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an
updated classic - RS faring, custom
painted BMW RS colors Savanna
Beige(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S
dual front brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank,
fenders & seat pan, Corbin seat,
Krauser bags & bag liners, Reynolds
rack with rear rack, BMW tank bag,
Eclipse tank bag, tank cover, RS
pocket bags, Bike cover, Lester
wheels, ride off, Engine - dual
plugged, electronic ignition, K&N air
filter, top end rebuild at 39,000,
balanced and blueprinted from rods
up, light flywheel, clutch replaced at
TE rebuild, updated shift kit, /7 valve
covers, deep oil pan. Suspension - San
Jose Fork brace, triple clamp, anti dive
kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 & ME 99
2000 miles, new Westco battery,
Instruments - oil pressure, oil temp,
amp meter, clock. 35 yrs of BMW
stuff. New /6 mufflers in box, S back
rest with rack, books, sales brochures,
spare parts...my life! You get the bike;
I keep the trophies! $7,500.00 Contact
Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or
Flesner00@comcast.net for good
photos (11/05).
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE
Kenny Freitag, Blackstone, Va.
#25105 with gear for sale: 1] black
leather jacket, size 36, good condition,
$50. 2] Helmut - ARIA full face,

grey, " Renegade", 7 1/4 to 7 3/8,
good condition, $75.00 . Both items
add shipping. Kenny - 434-292-5187
(2/07)
pineygreenbison@hotmail.com
Please notify the Editor if For Sale
items that have been sold so ads can
be kept updated.
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Upcoming Events
By Tina Fraembs

The events are rolling along. Square Route Rally is held in
Thurmont, MD on June 1, 2, & 3. We hope to see everyone there.
June 7 – 10th is the RA rally in Asheville, NC. This should
really be a fun event. First time ever, they will allow you to actually CAMP on the grounds of the Biltmore Estates. We are really
looking forward to this rally.
N8! Kern is racing at the Virginia International Raceway (VIR)
in Danville, VA on June 22 – 24th. It’s always VERY exciting to
watch him race. Hopefully he will be all healed up and ready to
go by then.
The MOA rally is July 12 – 15th at West Bend, WI. Just a nice
little road trip!! This is sure to be a fun rally. Brian and Sue have
been putting a great deal of work getting everything ready for the
rally this year and this is sure to be a fun time. Plus the roads up in
that part of Wisconsin are Fantastic!!!
There is not BMWBMW club meeting in June as the Square
Route Rally severs as the month’s meeting. So, the next club meeting will be held on SATURDAY, July 21 Bob’s BMW at 10720
Guillford Road, Jessup, MD 20794. The meeting will start at
10AM with coffee and donuts provided by Bob’s. He is having a
“Club” day with BMWBMW as the hosts, so everyone is welcomed to stick around after the meeting to hang out. He has invited other motorcycle clubs in the area to come by too. There
will be a Vendor there to sell food if anyone gets hungry. We look
forward to seeing everyone there.
The club AUGUST meeting will be held on SUNDAY, August 12th at 11AM at REI Outfitters store in Bailey’s Crossroads,
VA. The address is 3509 Carlin Springs Rd, Baileys Crossroads,
VA 22041, (703) 379-9400. We hope to see you there!!
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BMW GA Rally cont’d from page 3
I have to admit that I got punch drunk from so many hours of
riding some great but curvy back roads. At this point, when we
all just wanted to get there, TN Dave had programmed his GPS
for the shortest route which led us through many more miles of
back twisty roads, ending at a fire road indicating that we were
only 17 miles, as the crow flies, from Hiawassee. Opting for
roads, we made our way back and finally arrived at the Bald
Mountain Park in Hiawassee, set up camp, went to a local TexMex restaurant and came back to watch and listen to the band,
Deep Fried, rock the campground until late. After a couple of
drinks, I slept like a rock. Below, from left to right, Pat O’Connor, TN Dave Newsome and yours truly. Cont’d page 19
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2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 1 - June 3, 2007—BMWBMW 33rd Square Route
Rally http://www.bmwbmw.org. This year will have a scavenger
hunt; details at http://bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=6821
ALSO – Looking for pictures from previous rallies – please
contact Jim Bade for more information at 703-772-8296.
June 7-10, 2007—BMWRA International Rally - Biltmore
Estate, in Ashville, North Carolina http://www.bmwra.org/rally/
June 16-17, 2007—Blue Grass Book Bank Benefit campout
in Highland County, VA http://bluegrassbookbank.org/
June 23-24, 2007 -N8 Kern @VIR#2 sponsored by the
Gonzo Touring Team at the seventh annual Virginia Festival of
Speed at Virginia International Raceway. The 2-day gate ticket is
$25. Go to http://www.virclub.com for directions, gate fees,
schedule, and more information about the racetrack.

July 18, 2007 – MOTORCYCE RIDE TO
WORK DAY
June 23-24, 2007—Oriole and Crab 1,000 24-Hour
Motorcycle Rally, starts and ends in Frederick, MD
http://mysite.verizon.net/oriolecrab/
June 30 to July 6, 2007—Beast in the East – Statesville
Holiday Inn, 1215 Garner Bagnal Boulevard Statesville, NC
28677 http://www.beastintheeast.org/sked.htm
July 12-15, 2007—35th BMWMOA International Rally,
Washington County, Wisconsin
http://www.jeff.dean.home.att.net/2007_rally.htm\
July 21, 2007—BMWBMW BOD & General Membership
Meeting (GMM), Bob’s BMW, 10720 Guilford Road, Jessup,
MD. This will be one of Bob’s Show N Shine days that will be
dedicated to local motorcycle clubs. BMWBMW will be the
Hosts for the day, Bob’s will provide food and we will all enjoy a
day of getting to know other motorcycle friends.
August 12, 2007—BMWBMW BOD & General
Membership Meeting (GMM), REI Outfitters, 3509 Carlin
Springs Road, Bailey’s Crossroads, VA (703) 379-9400.
August 16 - 19, 2007—30th Dan'l Boone Rally, NC Carolinas BMW Motorcycle Owners Assoc.
http://www.carolinasbmwmoa.org
August 17 - 19, 2007—41st Four Winds Rally, PA Four
Winds BMW Riders http://www.4windsbmw.org
August 31st to September 3, 2007—Finger Lakes Rally,
NY http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org/rally/flrallynext.php
September 7-9, 2007—Beemers in the BlueGrass MiniRally, Frankfort, KY; contact Roy Rowlett 859-223-5459 or by
email at mailto:Kr4mo@yahoo.com
October 13, 2007 The VOID III Rally http:/www.rallythevoid.org/
Link to Event onto the BMWBMW Forum to find other local
and club events:
http://bmwbmw.org/events/bmwbmw_events.shtml

GA Rally cont’d from page 18
It rained hard overnight and lightly on Saturday morning, but
the coffee was hot and free flowing at the camp ground. We
hung around until mid-morning, then headed out in a light rain.
We rode to Dahlonega, GA to visit my sister and take her up on
an offer for a noontime lunch feast. On the way there, we rode
Route 180, Wolf Pen Gap Road, which would have been a challenge without the rain. After lunch (thanks Jenn), we rode the
rest of the afternoon, blessed by sunlight and drying roads. We
might have only ridden only 150 miles, but it has to rate as one
of best four-hour segments of riding I’ve ever had. Because of
the morning rain, the traffic was light, except for an occasional
BWM that we encountered along the way. Miles of sweepers,
then an occasional tight section of twisties, and then many more
miles of sweepers. It just couldn’t get any better than that!
We did the cookout thing at the Bald Mountain Campground
and listened to the band. Sunday morning we broke camp, went
into town for a farewell breakfast with TN Dave, and Pat and I
proceeded on our 600 mile ride home. The ride through the Nantahala National Forest just to the north of Hiawassee was a good
start to the day’s ride. Riding I-81 sucked so we broke off and
took Route 29 for a splendid ride home in the sun on dry roads.
All in all, four days, 1,800 miles, and good memories.

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.
June 2007
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address
Please check the appropriate box
___New Member
___Renewal
___Change of Address
Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I require a paper copy.

Motorcycles
Name _________________________________________________
(Year, Model, Mileage)
Associate ______________________________________________
#1 ________________________
Street _________________________________________________
#2 ________________________
City, State, ZIP _________________________________________
#3 ________________________
Occupation ____________________________________________
Total BMW miles ridden:________
Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification)
Referred to BMWBMW by:
BMW MOA :___________
Age group:
__________________________
BMW RA #: ___________
___46-55
___16-25
AMA #: _______________
___26-35
___56+
___36-45
MEMBERSHIP DUES
I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:

___Government affairs
___Membership
___Newsletter
___Sales
___Meetings & events

___Rally
___Rides
___Safety
___Technical
___Internet

Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the
regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if
age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
12/01/2005

Between the Spokes
c/o Don Catterton
793 Stinchcomb Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
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