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Between the Spokes 
 

Editor:     Bob Steele 
Roving Reporter: Wes Fleming 
Mailing:   John and Jody Douglas 
 

Between the Spokes, the monthly 
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington, is published 
solely for the use of its members. Any 
copying and/or duplication of any of its 
contents without the written permission of 
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. 

 

Advertising: Classified ads are free to 
BMWBMW members and will run for two 
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad 
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We request that 
display advertisements be submitted elec-
tronically no later than the 10th day of the 
month preceding the month of publication. 

 

Deadlines and Submissions: All 
submissions must be received by the editor 
no later than the 10th day of the month 
preceding the month of publication. 

 

Bob Steele, BTS Editor 
13114 Blue Willow Place 
Clifton, VA  20124 

editor@bmwbmw.org 
 
Wes “Chiba” Fleming 
Roving Reporter 
wes13@mac.com 
 
Address Change: Please use the 

membership application/address change 
form on the newsletter’s last page and 
mail to: 

 
Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 
 

Club Affiliations:  
BMWBMW is chartered as  
BMWRA Club No. 15 and  
BMWMOA Club No. 40. 
 

Find us on the Internet at: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org 
 
Front Cover Picture:  Provided by J 

Field from a solo ride to Bend, Oregon. 
A single picture, like this one and others 
that we’ve all taken, have a story. Read 
J’s story on page  

President: Mike Enloe  
president@bmwbmw.org 
H: 540-338-1263 
W: 703-265-5087 

Vice-President + Rally: Jim Bade 
vp@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-772-8296 

Secretary: Jodi Douglas 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-476-4457 

Treasurer: Elsie Smith 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
H:  301-774-3622 

Membership: Don Catterton 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
H: 443-829-6539 

Newsletter: Bob Steele 
editor@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-830-9780 

2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2006 Rides  

Gov. Affairs: Open 
government@bmw.bmw.org 
H:  301-527-8795 

Rides: Ed Phelps 
rides@bmwbmw.org 
H: 410-781-7521 
W: 410-760-0072 

Internet: Chris Uttenweiler 
webmaster@bmwbmw.org 

Sales: Francis Gunde 
sales@bmwbmw.org 
H: 301-352-4273  

Mtgs & Events: Tina Fraembs 
events@bmwbmw.org 

Safety: James Monroe 
safety@bmwbmw.org 

Technical: Ray Sufczynski 
tech@bmwbmw.org 

2007 Committee Chairmen 

By Ed Phelps 
Great Tour 2006 
The Great Tour was a lot of fun from the feed back I received. Since the sites were of 

the riders’ choosing, it meant that we had a wide variety of pictures from all over the 
country. They ranged from Florida to Colorado and even north to New England. 

The job of verifying the pictures was great fun for us as well. Barb gets this strange 
look on her face when she sees the grin I get when checking these out. She gets the look 
that says, "Don't even think about it." What she doesn't see can't hurt me ha ha. I wasn't 
surprised to see no one had submitted Hawaii. There were some comments about going 
to Hidalgou, Mexico but that never happened either. 

We had a tie for overall since Phil Ager and George Van Mater got the maximum, 
minus Hawaii. They nabbed 60 of the 61  possible sites. We had not published a tie-
breaking system, so they both received an overall award. We like having three classes so 
we can award more first place finishers. The ladies division was a close race, but Nancy 
Oswald squeezed past Pam Fisher to win. Chaz Fisher was first place in the men's divi-
sion and George and Lona Soule were the two up first place finishers. We had about 40 
people take numbers, but a large number of them ran out of steam halfway through the 
season. We only had the pleasure of checking about a quarter of them. 

The 2007 tour is site specific and should keep your interest a little longer. They are 
mostly within a 100-mile radius of the DC area, with only a couple north or south. 
Weekend trips should prove beneficial for those that can't take off across county. So 
don't give up and not send in your pictures. You may have more than someone else. We 
have been known to give "Special" awards as well. There will be more on the ’07 rides 
in the next issue of the BTS. 

2006 Poker Run Series 
We had two poker runs in 2006 and had a good turn out for both. At the conclusion 

of each run everyone drew cards to make their poker hand. The routes were interesting 
and fun. The Virginia run was during the changing of the fall leaves which was really 
pretty. The Maryland run started at the Cozy in Thurmont and finished in Libertytown, 
about 90 miles later. Lona Soule drew two Aces for the Maryland high hand. 

       Cont’d page  12 
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View From The Saddle 

By Bob Steele 
From a motorcyclist’s perspective, at first glance global 

warming seems to be a good thing. That is, having warm weather 
to extend the riding season.  Why, just a few weeks ago I was 
riding in the Shenandoah Valley on a Saturday afternoon and it 
was in around 70o . Of course that seems like a distant memory 
after riding to Timonium last weekend, leaving the house at 8 
AM with the temperature at 18o.  And it didn’t get too much 
higher than the mid-30o all day.  Even with electric gear, my core 
temperature dropped and I was pretty chilled by days end. 

Global warming is certainly a popular topic these days but it 
isn’t a new one.  My first introduction to topic was in 1975 when 
I was a freshman at Old Dominion—shows how dated I am. 
Anyway, Dr. Richardson, probably then in his late 50s or early 
60s, and a bear of a man (former boxer), stood before our Biol-
ogy 101 class and proclaimed that what he was going to tell us 
was the most significant lectures that we would ever attend.  He 
went on to discuss the changing world: population growth, pollu-
tion, scarcity of clean air and water, and you guessed it, global 
warming. And he raised the bar that day, challenging us as repre-
sentatives of the next generation, to do something about it—to 
make a difference.  Well, being very impressionable, I changed 
my major from history to environmental science the very next 
day. Since then,  I’ve been in the business of  assessing and 
cleaning up contaminated property. 

The other night, while channel surfing on satellite, I came 
across an awards presentation where former VP Al Gore was 
presenting Prince Charles with the Global Environmental Citizen 
Award.  I’ve known that both men have been involved in envi-
ronmental and energy conservation long before it became popu-
lar and certainly before the idea for the movie, “An Inconvenient 
Truth,” ran though former VP Gore’s mind. Their speeches re-
minded me of what Dr. Richardson had said so long ago. 

Okay, you must be wondering, what does this have to do 
with motorcycling? Well, nothing and everything. 

I would offer that riding a motorcycle leaves less of an 
“environmental footprint” especially for those that commute to 
work, which is very commendable particularly given the heavy 
traffic conditions in the DC area.  But riding a MC when going 
places has to count too, like riding a motorcycle when running 
errands.  While this is good, I question if this is enough. 

Since I brought it up, my conservation practices should be 
put to the test.  First, I drive a F150 V-8 quad cab. And not just 
any V-8 either, but the big one which is I believe 5.4 liters. Now 
granted, I use it for work too, but most of us driving gas hogs can 
rationalize why we drive them.   

Okay, then there is the house.  I’m not proud to tell you that I 
live in a suburban cookie-cutter box. No solar energy, let alone 
geothermal or other means of conservation.  I’ve changed some, 
but not all, of the light bulbs to energy efficient ones.  No re-
cently caulked windows either, but I have an excuse for that one.  
I was out riding in the fall when that chore was supposed to be 
done. 

So what’s the point? Riding a motorcycle can help to reduce 
energy consumption and that is a good thing.  But all the other 
decisions that we make have more of an impact that not driving a 
big-ass F-150.  Going forward, I’m going to evaluate my deci-
sions more carefully and try to become more true to my conser-
vations roots. Please consider joining me in this regard. 

Keep the rubber side down. Bob 

Editor’s Two Bits 
Global Warming  By Mike Enloe 

In 2005, the club amended our by-laws to make several 
changes which we felt would improve our ability to conduct club 
business. These changes included reducing the Board of Direc-
tors from 13 to 6, establishing an elections committee, and 
changing the election process.  In 2006, the first full year under 
the new by-laws, some issues arose necessitating additional 
changes to improve and build upon the 2005 changes.  The main 
change is reverting the election process back to a ballot instead 
of voting at the November meeting. Many members feel that it is 
unfair to limit voting to a meeting with no provision for absentee 
ballots. A few other changes are being made to reflect how 
we carry out the business of the club and to add back 
in committee descriptions that were removed.  In accordance 
with section XI of the current by-laws, I submit the following 
proposed changes for your consideration: 

Section III.A.3: Change the last sentence from: "A copy of 
these written minutes shall be presented to the newsletter editor 
in time for publication. "A copy of these written minutes shall be 
published on the website and/or in the newsletter" 

Section IV.A.2: Insert descriptions for the following commit-
tees as follows: 

d. Technical Committee 
The Technical Committee shall serve as a clearinghouse for tech-
nical assistance, organize club Tech Days/Slack Packs, maintain 
club special tools, and submit a yearly written inventory in Janu-
ary to be published in the club newsletter.  

e. Safety Committee 
The Safety Committee is responsible for the promotion of safe 
riding practices by club members and for coordination of the 
activities of the club in the promotion of greater safety for all 
motorcyclists. 
f. Government Affairs 
The Government Affairs Committee is responsible for the moni-
toring of state and federal regulations concerning motorcycling 
and for coordinating efforts by the club and companion organiza-
tions to ensure that the views of the club are properly presented.  

g. Sales 
The Sales Committee will maintain an inventory of club supplies 
and equipment available for sale, and make these items available 
to the general membership at meetings and other events. This 
committee will: 1) process and mail orders within seven working 
days or, when practical, make personal deliveries during meet-
ings and/or other events; 2) coordinate with vendor suppliers to 
replenish inventory items when necessary; 3) introduce new 
items that are deemed desirable; and 4) provide an annual report 
in January to the Treasurer or other designated Board member 
following a complete and thorough inventory.  

Section IV.A.2.d: Renumber "d. Elections Committee" to "h. 
Elections Committee".  Also change "July" to "March" in the 
second sentence. Section V. Change "which" to "that" in the 
third sentence. 

Section VI. Elections: Change the paragraph as follows:  
From: 

The Board of Directors will appoint a three person elections 
committee as detailed in Section IV A.2.d. The committee will 
develop a slate of officers and chairpersons for Membership and 
Newsletter. This slate will be reviewed by the Board and then 
published in the October newsletter and on the club website.  

     Cont’d page 18 
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MEMBERSHIP 

By Don Catterton 
 

January 2007 Membership as of January 31st, 
2007 

  
Membership Stats: 
Full members: 434 
Associate members:  50 
Total Members: 484 
  
364 Download BTS 
  
New Members:  3 Full; 0 Associate 
  
Edward Pokora-Oxon Hill, MD 
Andrew Stevenson-Alexandria, VA 
Anthony McDermott-Vienna, VA 
  
Renewing Members: 
  
23 Full and 2 associate 
 
eBTS NOTICE!  eBTS is the norm for all mem-

bers unless requested otherwise!  If you are unable to 
view the newsletter on line, please write, call, or email 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Rd., Severna Park, 
MD 21146; phone 443-829-6539  

membership@bmwbmw.org   
 

Attention All Members—Correction On the 
Woman’s Grand Tour Results 

In the February issue of the BTS, Nancy “Kitty” Oswald was 
identified as having won the women’s high mileage award with 
34,893 miles and 2nd place in the Grand Tour. Wrong! Actually 
she took 1st place in both—good job Kitty—and sorry for the 
mistake. Bet Pam Fisher is bummed with being moved to 2nd 
place—raises the level for competition for next year’s event. 

 By J Fields 
The picture on the front cover is from a trip I made to Bend, 

Oregon from Medford.  In Medford, I had had enjoyed one of a 
few visits that I have had with Mark Servatius.  Mark, a friend 
from school days school in Weiser, Idaho, the leader of Boy 
Scout Troop 350's Beaver Patrol, had (unbeknownst to any of 
his friends) been stricken with multiple sclerosis.  He dropped 
out of sight, and we all thought he was dead.  After years of 
physical therapy, he regained the ability to speak and then to use 
one hand and finger.  That meant he could dial a phone and even 
get along with e-mail.  I had just finished a visit to where he was 
living at the time; a long day of catching up.  

Mark had been in college, but did not finish before family 
problems called him home.  Nevertheless, he went to work with 
the city, moved on to becoming a fireman and then a fire 
chief.  I remember visiting him once, while home on leave after 
boot camp, and being amazed with how he had cleaned up the 
city storage facilities -- the initiative he had taken to build 
shelves and fashion orderly ways of storing odd things.  

Even when bed ridden, he still inspired my awe.  He had an 
up-beat attitude and something like my Grandmother's sense of 
ethics.  He remembered well the lives of the many people we 
had grown up with, and took an interest in what he could learn 
about how they were gettin' on.  Getting back in touch, like 
many others, I found him to be an incredible source of inspira-
tion.  Often, afterward, I would think to myself of how odd it 
was for Mark to be disabled and I was humbled to think of how 
he would surely put the health that I enjoyed to better use than I 
generally would.  

Anyway, he gave me excellent instructions as to what roads 
to take through the mountains to get to the wedding of a more 
recent friend and retired Navy SEAL, in Bend--again another 
person who rose above some tremendous handicaps, growing up 
without a father.  This picture is somewhere after the turn-off to 
Crater Lake -- a place I pointedly have not visited although I 
look forward to doing so.  On this ride, I did not have anyone 
with me to share it with, and felt called to wait until the day I 
would.  
 
Editor’s Notes:  

I asked J Fields if I could use one of his pictures for the front 
cover of this BTS.  J had provided me with a CD with a boat 
load of pictures at the December 2006 GMM meeting.  Once I 
got it, I asked J to provide a description to go  with the picture. 
As you read above, we certainly got more than what I asked for. 
We can all relate as to how a single picture represented so much 
more than just a ride down a tree-lined road in Oregon; memo-
ries, companionship, and inspiration. Thanks for the write up J 
and I hope that you can get back to Crater Lake some day.  

 
Dealerships Announcements—Our local dealerships have 

been recognized by BMW Motorrad (see notices on page 14 & 
15) for achieving sales goals and providing a high level of client 
satisfaction. To this end, BMWBMW club members and other 
BMW riders are responsible for the success of the dealerships 
that serve us—we are their  buying customers.  Given that some 
dealerships are closing up at other locations around the country, 
we are lucky to be served by quality dealership organizations 
and thus the reason for presenting notice of their hard-earned 
recognition in the BTS. 

Every Picture Has A Story 

mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org
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BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
email Francis Gunde at: sales@bmwbmw.org    

We still sell customized items such as 
Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  

http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
     

By Bob Steele 
 

By Tina Fraembs 
 
A lot has been going on lately and I have been NOT been 

enjoying this cooooolld weather!!  Last weekend, we had the 
Timonium Motorcycle Show on Saturday and the General Mem-
bership meeting in Timonium. All in all I rode about 400 miles 
and boy were my tootsies chilly!!!! 

I am sooo ready for the Spring weather.  This weekend (Feb 
17), there is ice and snow everywhere  and yet I’m riding to the 
Northeast Motorcycle Expo and to Morton’s Open House both in 
Fredericksburg, VA.  Yup, I’m buying some Gerbing socks. 
There are some more upcoming events this month and I wanted 
to highlight a few of them.   

Starting with our MARCH General Membership Meeting 
at Morton’s BMW in Fredericksburg on SATURDAY, March 
10th at 3pm (BOD meeting will start at 2pm at Morton’s).  This 
is a change for us but I’m excited to go.   

Steve Anderson will be presenting a slide show from his trip 
to Mexico.  We are also going to try something new. We’re mov-
ing the Virginia breakfast rides to start at noon.  We will still 
meet at the Town & Country Restaurant, but this should give 
some folks time to do their morning things on Sunday and then 
spend the rest of the day enjoying a ride.   

BMWBMW is also having a Tech Day on March 31st.  Even 
though we have “themed” some of the Tech Days, please note 
that ALL bikes are welcomed. 

Other events are listed on page 19 of the BTS including up-
coming rally and club events for the spring of 2007 and through-
out the rest of the year.  I’ll provide an overview of other upcom-
ing events in April issue of the BTS or go to the Event section of 
the Forum for more details. 

Meet Robert Ragsdale 

 
Chris “Kres” and Stephanie Uttenweiler, the Club’s Internet 
Chair drove in from Charlottesville to join the fun.  
Steve Anderson, former Club President, Morton’s rep, all around 
great guy was hanging out with Nate Kern. Enjoy Mexico!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I ride my 2004 R1150 GS Adventure for the sheer pleasure of 
it, for the therapeutic affect it can have after a long day at work, 
to save my pocket as well as the planet, and because it’s a differ-
ent way to travel. 

I started riding two wheeled motorized vehicles in Germany 
in the late 1980s. My first motorcycle was a 50cc 4 speed Puch 
moped (no pedals though). My first real motorcycle was a 1982 
Yamaha Virago 1000 in the early 1990s. Initially, I was self 
taught. I figured if you can drive a stick and ride a bicycle you 
can ride a motorcycle. I have recently attended a MSF course 
and plan of continuing my education and maybe become an in-
structor myself someday. 

After taking time off from riding, mostly for financial rea-
sons, I decided to get back into it. After months of research and 
several viewings of the movie “Long Way Round” I knew the 
BMW GSA was for me. After getting back into riding, I plan to 
do  a lot of it. When are the sunny days coming back because I'm 
going into withdrawal? I've already posted one of my ride stories 
on the Forum but there will be many more to come. And I look 
forward to the camaraderie and friendship with like-minded re-
sponsible riders which are what I think BMWBMW is all about. 
 
Welcome to the Club Robert! 
 
 

Where’s My Spring Weather 

mailto:eubmw@starpower.net
mailto:sales@bmwbmw.org
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw
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SQUARE ROUTE RALLY UPDATE!! 
THIS MONTH – WHERE TO STAY?? 
 
Where & When? June 1-3, 2007, Camp 
Westmar, 14509 Brown Road, Sabillas-
ville, MD. Take Rt. 77 (West) out of 
Thurmont for 7 miles and turn left onto 
Brown Road. The BMWBMW signs will 
lead you there. 
 
Housing? Many riders tent camp. 
There’ll be a designated “quiet camp” 
area near the pond, and plenty of room 
for tents in the main campground.  

Some riders choose to sleep indoors in 
one of the several bunk houses. Each 
contains bunk beds in an open bay, and 
one enclosed counselor’s room with a 
bunk bed. There are electrical outlets 
in the bunkhouses. Come early on Fri-
day if you expect to lay claim to one of 
the counselor’s rooms! And bring your 
own bedding and towels.  
 

Two shower/restroom buildings are 
available, one near the main camping 
area, and one near the bunk houses. 
There are motels nearby in Thurmont 
(e.g., Super 8 and Rambler Inn), and 
B & Bs (Cozy Country Inn). Several 
others are listed in nearby Fairfield, 
PA, Emmitsburg, MD, and Frederick, 
MD. Check (Google “Motels and Ho-
tels, Thurmont, MD). 
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    Pre-Registration  $30/Adult Children: $1 per 
year  
up to age 15 

   At the Gate     $35/Adult Children: $1 per year  
up to age 15 

RIDER________________________________________________________ 
PASSENGER(S)____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________________ 
CITY__________________________________________________________ 
STATE/ZIP  _________________________________________________ 
 

This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and 
their guests. 

 
I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan 

Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from 
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2007 Square Route Rally, or for 
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver 
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. 

 
Rider Signature   __________________________________________ 
 

__ Adults x $30 = __________________  

__ Adults x $35 = __________________  

__ Children x $1/yr. = _______________  

Cash      Check # __________________  

Rider: Sex  M  F  Age_______________  
Passenger: Sex  M  F  Age __________  
Direct Mileage to Rally from your home__  
Local Club (one only & spell out name)

________________________________________  
and the Club’s # for MOA ___________  
OR the Club’s # for RA _____________  
Check Below: 
___Yes—I plan to participate in the Scaven-

ger Hunt. My email address is: 
________________________________  
  ___No—I do not wish to participate 
Motorcycle information: 
Make____________________________  
Model ___________________________ 
  Year____________________________  

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of Frederick, 
MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD marked Rt. 77 West. Con-
tinue through parks and make left turn on Brown Road. Go 
about 1/2 mile and make left into Camp West Mar. 

 

 OTHER: Gate registration opens 12 noon, Friday, June 1st. Beer is 
available on site. Pins and mugs to first 400 registrants. Registra-
tion awards are based on information from this form and will be 
awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.  

NO PETS - Sorry. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

33rd ANNUAL 
Square Route Rally 

 

June 1– 3, 2007  Camp West Mar, MD 

Door Prize Drawing Saturday Night  • Speakers  •  
  •  Scavenger Hunt (Limited to first 33 applicants)  •    

  • Tech Sessions   •  And MORE!!! 
 

  Three days and two nights of excellent 
rides in the Catoctin Mountains with 
Washington, DC and historic Gettys-
burg only an hour’s ride away. 

  Rally pin and mug to the first 400. Sat-
urday night feast and door prize cou-
pons included with your registration. 

 

  Loads of vendors 
  Cabin space available on first-

come, first-serve basis 
  Wooded, open and quiet camping 

areas available. Motels available in 
nearby Thurmont. 

  Updates and registration form at  
        http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/ 

 SEND CHECKS TO: 
BMWBMW, c/o Jim Bade 
5013708 Marbury Lane 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
Checks payable to: 
 
BMWBMW 
Pre-reg postmarked: May 15 
Info: Call Mike at 703-772-8296 
 or email rally@bmwbmw.org 

mailto:rally@bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/
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On the southbound leg through South Carolina, when I was 

heading to meet up with Jim, there was a brief slow down caused 
by rubberneck drivers looking at a pick-up truck which was lay-
ing upside-down and occupying both lanes of the highway on the 
northbound side.  Who would have thought that the truck would 
still be there when I return more than an hour later when heading 
back north! The result of course was an extended backup on the 
northbound side. 

What to do! Of course bail off the interstate and tour the back 
roads of rural South Carolina to get around the traffic jam.  I 
certainly didn’t want to stop and wait for the road to be cleared 
during the heat of the day. When I passed by the temperature 
sign outside of St. George, SC the temperate was 100 o. I eased 
by and cruised gently through this lovely southern town.  I’ll 
warn you that the hot day is a prelude to more whining on my 
part about the weather. 

The temperature was easing nicely as I rolled through South 
Carolina and the clouds gathered quickly when I was approach-
ing Dillon, SC.  Crossing back into North Carolina, the weather 
went from cloudy and cool to rainy, wet and scary.  Of course I 
have been wet many times before, and I was wearing my yum-
yum yellow high visibility Stich suit so that I would be seen, so I 
wasn’t too concerned about riding in the rain storm.  I was fine 
until a lightning bolt struck so close by that the big BMW en-
gine, or was it my heart, stuttered.  I immediately proceeded to 
hide under the next overpass, Exit 12, which coincidently was 
called Chicken Road, until the storm cell passed.   

After a while it was still raining heavily, but I figured I was 
safer riding in the rain than sitting in the dark, by the side of the 
road, under an overpass that was filling with stormwater runoff. I 
rolled north and got off at the first exit in Lumberton, NC.  I took 
cover while two more thunderstorm cells passed by, and then 
launched out to find a gas station that were still open for busi-
ness.  Evidently, the stormed has knocked out the electrical 
power in the area. Anyway, I was able to find a station that 
would take a credit card and could provide a printed receipt.  The 
receipt got a little wet, but then the rain was still pouring down.  
I rolled back onto the interstate going north between rain cells 
and trying to outrun the storm which was close behind me.   

At my next gas stop, there were a bunch of riders from the 
local HOG chapter hanging out.  I am not sure who looked 
stranger, me in the still wet moon suit or them riding in jeans, T-
shirts and “cool guy” sunglasses, even though it dark by now. 

Richmond was next. As I mentioned before, I was not ready 
to risk crossing over that scary bridge in the dark, what with the 
storm still giving pursuit behind me. Instead, I rode on I-95 
through the center of the city. My final gas stop was at the inter-
section of Route 3 and I-99 in Fredericksburg.  From there, I 
rolled gently home to my loving and somewhat mystified wife, 
who signed the ending eye witness form. 

And of course, the last step was to assemble all the informa-
tion and pictures and shipped them off to the Iron Butt Associa-
tion with a check for $42. If you have any questions I can be 
reached through my email at: mjk.phd@gmail.com or you can go 
online to get details for completing your own Saddle Sore 1,000 
http://www.ironbutt.com/about/about.cfm. I am available as a 
witness at odd hours (before dawn and after dark) within an 
hour’s ride of Fredericksburg, VA for anyone that needs support 
on their Saddle Sore ride. 

Ride Safe, MJ Kramer PhD 
 
 

By Mike “MJ” Kramer 
 
Get this! MJ joined BMWBMW because he really enjoyed 

reading the BTS. He even read the statement in the BTS from 
Mike Enloe, our esteemed President, that “if the membership 
doesn't do it, nothing gets done.”  Mr. Kramer, unbeknownst to 
you, you’ve been awarded a Platinum Membership for those few 
but important words.  And yes, you are the first and only recipi-
ent of this member status – since it doesn’t actually exist. Wel-
come to the club. 

MJ with his GSA and traveling 
companion, the Biker Bear.   
“In about a million miles of 
motorcycle travel I have never 
been hurt with the Biker Bear 
in tow.  So far, he has accom-
panied me on a run to James 
Bay, on my recent Iron Butt 
Saddle Sore 1 K Qualifier and 
many other riding adventures.”  
 
MJ undertook the Iron Butt 
Saddle Sore 1K this past sum-
mer and just recently got an e-
mail from Mike Kneebone 
granting him the status as an 
official Iron Butt rider for his 
the successful completion of 

his Saddle Sore 1,000. For those that are unfamiliar with this 
event, the ride consists of completing 1,000 miles within 24 
hours, and requires the submission of detailed documentation for 
the ride. Below is MJ’s trip report which describes his ride.  

 
 
I took on the Iron Butt Saddle Sore 1,000 on June 21, 2006.  

From my home in Fredericksburg, VA, I decided to take a route 
going south which started by taking the Interstate 295 bypass 
around the City of Richmond, VA.  This route necessitated 
crossing the bridge at Hopewell, VA.  Having now taken this 
route, I strongly recommend to others to avoid crossing this 
bridge on windy days.  On my ride, I started in the middle lane 
when crossing the bridge and the strong cross-winds made sure 
that I got a very good and up-close look at the outboard guard-
rail.  Since the bridge suspension supports are in the middle of 
the bridge, there is not a lot of structure on the edges.  Not good! 
Given the foul weather, about which more whining will be pro-
vided later in this trip report, I elected to go directly north 
through the City of Richmond on my return trip.   

My first gas stop was just east of Fayetteville, NC.  It was an 
easy exit and there was a gas station on the right side of the road, 
with reasonably priced gas too. My next stop was before Savan-
nah, GA which was also to be my turnaround point.  I had hoped 
to make it all the way to the rendezvous point with “Handsome 
Jim” Connelly, but I didn’t know how far I could go once the 
“reserve fuel” light came on.  So I decided not to take the chance 
of running out of fuel, much less having to push the bike off of 
the interstate. I finally hooked up with Jim who served as my 
eyewitness at the turnaround and of course did the required sign-
off before I headed back north on the interstate.  

 

New Club Member Takes on the Iron Butt  
Saddle Sore 1,000 

mailto:mjk.phd@gmail.com
http://www.ironbutt.com/about/about.cfm.
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By J Fields 
 
Another day goes by and the bike still sits under its cover.  

For a while I enjoyed the cold days.  I read another writing 
rider’s column about his 40/40 rule:  He would not ride if it 
was below 40o or there was more than a 40% chance of rain.  
While that sounded like a reasonable limit, it seemed, to me, 
unnecessary. 

Gerbing products certainly open the door to riding in the 
cold.  As the years have gone by, I’ve acquired most of what I 
needed to stay warm in the coldest weather.  First, the heated 
jacket liner; oh what a difference it made.  In those days I rode 
in jeans and a good ballistic riding jacket.  The warmth of the 
liner kept me comfortable in 12o  weather for a couple of hours.  
Electric grips and seats also help. 

As temperatures fell below freezing, I knew that I might 
have some trouble starting the bike.  Jim Von Baden and Todd 
Sudda both explained to me the effect of cold weather on the 
engine oil: how the viscosity of cold oil makes it so much 
tougher for the battery and the starter to get the bike running.  
A hint in an on-line forum to make sure to engage the clutch, 
even when in neutral, enabled me to start the bike after two 
days of cold rain and no riding.  I felt like a proud papa when it 
came right to life.  I was also grateful that the folks at Bob’s 
BMW had installed a battery that held a charge, when the stock 
battery was replaced, after only two years. 

Riding down the road my cheer evaporated.  For some rea-
son the throttle was very stiff.  My hand grew quite tired of 
twisting to get the bike to accelerate.  It would only increase 
RPM slowly and it required a lot of strength to get the throttle 
to open.  After a day in the heated garage at work, it was fine 
for the ride home.  I made a mental note to get online and see 
what I needed to do, but after a better ride home other things 
were in the front of my mind. 

That night, the temperatures fell into the teens.  The next 
morning I wasn’t very optimistic.  The bike’s battery gave 
starting a valiant effort, but… no joy.  I made a quick change 
into a non-motorcycling jacket and headed for the bus stop.  
The Gerbing pants turned out to be just the thing for the cold 
commute.    Cont’d page 10 

Prepared by Jody Douglas 
A regular Board Meeting was held at 5:00 PM at 13114 Blue 

Willow Place, Clifton, VA 20124.  Board Members present:  
Mike Enloe, President; Jim Bade, Vice-President; Elsie Smith, 
Treasurer; Bob Steele, Editor; Jody Douglas, Secretary; and Don 
Catterton, Membership. Also present were Tina Fraembs, Meet-
ings & Events Chair; Chris Uttenweiler, Webmaster; James 
Monroe, Safety Chair; Ray Sufczynski, Tech Chair; and Ed 
Phelps, Rides Chair. Also present were John Douglas, and Barb 
Phelps. 

Bylaw Changes—Mike proposed changes to the bylaws to be 
done prior to the election process. After a discussion of the pro-
posed changes, the Board voted its approval. Mike will write an 
article describing the changes for the March BTS, the changes 
will be read at the March meeting, and will be put to a vote at the 
April meeting.  

Minutes—The January minutes were approved as written. 
Treasurer—Elsie reported that the current balance is 

$18,298.51. The cost for up-dating the club’s corporate status 
will be $700. Member Jerry Barton has agreed that his address 
will be used for the required District of Columbia address. There 
will be a $70 fee to up-date the address. Elsie asked all Board 
Members to search for the club’s corporate seal. Elsie and Linda 
Rookard will soon begin work on up-dating the club’s tax forms, 
and will standardize the budget categories in the process. Mike 
will continue to act as the MOA contact and renew the club’s 
MOA membership each year. Elsie announced that the new 
membership directory was being mailed, and that there are extra 
copies that the membership chair could use to encourage renew-
als. Elsie has developed a budget for 2007. 

Meetings/Events—Tina announced that tomorrow’s meeting 
is set, a “Spring Fling” is planned for the 1st weekend in May at 
Jed Hargrave’s in Thurmont, and the club will host a “Show ‘n 
Shine” at Bob’s BMW on July 21. Jed has asked for help a few 
days prior to the event at his farm to prepare. 

Membership—Don reported that there were approximately 
100 people who did not renew in 2006, with as many new mem-
bers joining over the past year. That level of turnover is custom-
ary for the club. The club discussed calling new members and 
asking them to join them in a ride to upcoming meetings, using 
club meetings at the dealerships to solicit new members, and 
taking care to get new members’ names and e-mail addresses.  

SRR Rally—Jim discussed the plans for the Square Route 
Rally. He still needs a chair for the beer sales and for clean up. 
He will rent the popcorn maker again this year. Board Members 
suggested including a disposable poncho in the Rally pack. Elsie 
will handle the finances. George Falcon is soliciting an acoustic 
band for Saturday evening. 

BTS Newsletter—Bob asked that each Chair submit articles 
to him for the BTS. He would like to alternate articles such as 
Tech and Safety.  

Rides—Ed reported on the various rides planned for this 
year. The season long ride is still in the planning stage, and will 
be announced shortly. 

Five Club Objectives—Mike reviewed the Club’s objectives 
once more for the Board and Committee Chairs, and asked each 
to let him know if the Club is failing to cover each objective 
fully. 

     Cont’d page 17 
 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
 MC Under the Cover 
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MC Under the Cover Cont’d from page 10 
That night, a friend pulled her car up and we gave the MC a 

jump.  I had learned to leave the car engine off, and to attach the 
negative lead last.  Even with the car battery, the bike would not 
start, in the still-low temperatures.  At least it didn’t at first.  I 
left it hooked up and gave it a minute or two for my battery just 
to soak up what it could from the larger car battery and tried it 
again.  With protest, the engine came to life.   

I had hoped to get a ride in to charge the battery, but now I 
had another problem.  The throttle cable seemed stuck.  The en-
gine was running at 2,000 RMP, a bit high for an idle, and it 
would not back off.   

Input from those on the on-line forum suggested that I lube 
the cables.  I called Bob’s to get some advice as to how to do that 
for the cruiser and learned that the cables basically needed re-
placing.  There are four of them – one cable for acceleration, and 
one for deceleration; a pair for the throttle and another for the 
cruise control.  Maybe that explained why the cruise control had 
been so flaky for the last few months. 

To conclude the long story, I won’t be riding again until the 
temperatures get above freezing.  Four cables for a cruiser and 
two hours labor will be a $400 bill.   

Given other recent repairs, I need to get some money back 
into savings.  I’ve ordered the cables, but will wait a few weeks 
to have them replaced. 

 
Surprisingly, I seem to be enjoying a break from riding. 
 
What? 

 
Well, yes.  You see, I quickly discovered that when I’m com-

muting by bus and the Metro, I can catch up on my reading.  
There are back issues of BMW ON that I can re-read, other 
magazines that I sometimes do not get around to reading, and a 
few books I’ve been meaning to read.  A friend at work gave me 
Neil Peart’s “Ghost Rider.”  I will provide more of a report on it, 
in another article, but I find that I’m gaining a great deal from 
comparing his thoughts on his four-month (at this point) excur-
sion to my own from my lengthy motorcycle tour a few years 
ago. 

Instead of riding somewhere after work, I find myself at 
home making check lists of accessories I want to acquire and 
more significantly, paying attention to the rally opportunities for 
this coming year.  I will be much more likely to get to them, if I 
at least get them onto my calendar.  In thinking about where I 
want to ride next, Google Earth has been a great help.  I’ll also 
revisit the tracks of rides I’ve saved from my Garmin GPS, and 
then trace them out with Google Earth.  Often this brings back 
good memories.  Sometimes I edit my on-line journal entries for 
those rides adding the rediscovered memories.  These often fuel 
plans for new rides to revisit old destinations but spend more 
time exploring other aspects of that 
locale. 

Now where was it that I found 
such good rhubarb pie?  Minnesota?  
South Dakota? 

Hope to see you all on the road 
soon, 

J Fields 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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By Nancy “Kitty” Olswald 
 
Ed Phelps, Chaz Fisher, Tim VanVranken and I are planning 

a Scavenger Hunt for attendees of this year’s Square Route 
Rally.  The Hunt will be similar in format to the Mason Dixon 
20/20 www.masondixon20-20.org, The Cape Fear 1000 
www.capefear1000.com, and The Void rallythevoid.org.  All 
participants must be registered for the Square Route Rally – 
there is no additional charge, but you must pre-register for the 
Scavenger Hunt – which means you need to pre-register for the 
rally as well! 

The schedule is as follows: 
1/31/07 Scavenger Hunt Registration opens (details below) 
5/19/07 Scavenger Hunt Registration closes 
6/1/07 Mistress of the Hunt (me!) available for general ques-

tions at the SRR 
6/2/07 7:30 AM – Late registration for folks who didn’t reg-

ister on Friday 
6/2/07 8:00 AM – Rider’s meeting begins – Hunt details dis-

tributed during the meeting 
6/2/07 9:00 AM – Riders depart 
6/2/07 3:00 PM – Riders return (thru 3:30 with penalty 

points) 
6/2/07 3:30 PM – DNF (did not finish) begins 
6/2/07 4:00 PM – Riders must have paperwork complete and 

be ready for scoring 
The event is limited to a total of 33 motorcycles in two cate-

gories: solo rider and two-up.  Prizes will be awarded to the top 
finishers in each category. 

All riders (and passengers) will be required to complete a 
self-inspection form and waiver prior to participating in the 
Scavenger Hunt.  Copies of these documents will be made avail-
able to you soon after you register so that you have time to re-
view them prior to your arrival at the Square Route Rally. 

Registration is very simple. On the form to register for the 
rally, there is a section of the form for you to complete indicating 
if you plan to participate in the Scavenger Hunt.  PLEASE make 
sure that you provide complete and legible information so that I 
can contact you! When you arrive at Camp West Mar (rally loca-
tion), let the folks at the registration table know that you are par-
ticipating in The Hunt so that you can see me or my designated 
minions (listed previously) to submit your waiver and MC self 
inspection forms.  I would appreciate getting as many of these 
forms taken care of on Friday night as possible.  Remember that 
you MUST be a REGISTERED attendee of the SRR Rally prior 
to participating in The Scavenger Hunt. 

Group communication regarding the scavenger hunt will take 
place via email.  There is sure to be a thread on the Club’s forum 
message boards as well.  However, all formal communications 
from The Mistress (a.k.a Kitty) will take place via email.   

While a GPS can be very helpful, it is not required.  Paper 
maps, including a more detailed street atlas (similar to 
DeLorme’s) should be adequate for this event.  There will NOT 
be photographs required to successfully obtain points, though 
you may wish to bring a camera for your own personal use. 

Don’t forget that you need to pre-register (including making 
your payment!) for the rally and indicate your desire to partici-
pate in The Hunt!  All registrations for the rally and Scavenger 
Hunt must be received no later than May 19th. 

Last pointer – the most important skill to be successful in the 
Scavenger Hunt will be reading comprehension… 

 
 
 

Here’s who you are looking for. Kitty  can be reached for 
questions about The Scavenger Hunt at gskitty@comcast.net.  
Or, on the Club’s Forum message board, you are welcome to PM 
me – my ID is Hello Kitty. 

 
Tally Ho! 
 
If you can’t find Kitty, look for 

her pink MC with the Teddy Bear! 

Scavenger Hunt at the 33rd Square Route Rally 

http://www.masondixon20-20.org,
http://www.capefear1000.com,
http://rallythevoid.org.
mailto:gskitty@comcast.net.


March 2007 12 Between the Spokes    ©2007 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

By Wes “Chiba” Fleming 
As some of you know, I play guitar in a rock band called 

Honeychuck.  We recently released a 4-song EP, and we decided 
to stage a little self-financed tour to support it.  We planned the 
tour for February – and since you all know what February is like 
around here, you shouldn’t be too surprised to find that we 
booked all the tour dates in southern California and Arizona. 

While I won’t regale you with stories of early-February high 
temps above 80 and lows above 50, I will tell you a bit about the 
motorcycle cultures I encountered. 

In California, where we all know lane-splitting or lane-
sharing is not illegal, I only saw one bike taking advantage of the 
practice over the five days I was in the greater Los Angeles area.  
I’ve been in California twice with a motorcycle; the first time 
was on a Honda ST-1100 – a very wide motorcycle and not one 
on which I felt comfortable lane-splitting.  The second time was 
during a cross-country jaunt I took in 2001 with my friend Jason.  
In late July, Jason was off at a family reunion, so I took his Ban-
dit 600 down to San Francisco Cycles for its seriously delayed 
600-mile service. 

With no saddlebags attached, the Bandit 600 is a very narrow 
bike, and I felt comfortable enough to try out lane-splitting.  I 
wasn’t brave enough to do it at high speed like I saw some bikers 
doing; I stuck to filtering to the front of the line at stoplights.  
Still a pretty nerve-wracking experience the first couple of times, 
I was constantly concerned that I would nick a car’s side-view 
mirror or that somebody would open their door.  Why anybody 
would open their door while stopped at a light escapes me, but I 
was worried about it nonetheless. 

In both California and Arizona, the motorcycle culture seems 
to be split between cruisers and sport bikes. I rarely saw anything 
that could be considered a “standard”, only saw five BMW bikes 
the entire trip, and – unbelievably for large cities – encountered a 
mere handful of scooters. 

One BMW rider in Arizona was riding without a helmet; the 
other four were in Los Angeles; California, like Virginia, has an 
all-encompassing law requiring helmet use on motorized two-
wheel conveyances of any kind. 

 

Without delving into the helmet law debate, in Arizona the 
culture was pretty evenly split.  Cruiser riders mostly don’t wear 
helmets, while sportbike riders mostly do.  Of course, there were  
crossover exceptions, such as the guy I saw riding a Hayabusa 
with jeans, a t-shirt, and sunglasses, hair flowing freely in the 
breeze as he blazed past the minivan we toured in at about 100 
mph on I-10.  It might not have been 100, but we were cruise-
controlled at 80 and he went past us like we were standing still. 

I’ve been in Arizona twice before, once as a second-grader 
when my father was stationed at Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson 
and once in mid-July 2001 as part of my “Bandits across Amer-
ica” journey.  My most vivid memory from childhood is the mas-
sive aircraft graveyard at DMAFB, I spent many hours climbing 
in and on the decommissioned, formerly nuclear-capable B-52 
bombers; some still sported nose art from the Vietnam era. 

My memories of Arizona from 2001 are more unpleasant.  
Though Jason and I greatly enjoyed our stops in Flagstaff and at 
the Grand Canyon, that was about all that we enjoyed there.  
Temperatures in Arizona in mid-July are pretty brutal.  I dis-
tinctly recall the two of us standing in the shade at a gas station 
just outside Kingman; Jason was filling his helmet with the bet-
ter part of a gallon of water and I looked at a thermometer about 
12 feet up the shelter pole – it read 106º and was totally shielded 
from the sun.  As I donned my soaking-wet helmet and fastened 
my heavy denim jacket over my evap-o-danna (a brilliant pur-
chase for hot weather rides, by the way), I thought to myself that 
I must be completely crazy. 

An hour later, dodging 18-wheelers on US93 north of King-
man, we rode through a swarm of bees; we learned later that 
night from the Las Vegas local news that it was a migrating 
swarm of Africanized honey bees – better known in the south-
west as killer bees.  Fortunately, both Jason and I were buttoned 
up tight – full-face helmets, jackets, gloves, long pants, and 
boots.  Jason got one bee up his jacket sleeve that stung him, but 
other than that we emerged absolutely filthy and covered with 
dead bees, but unharmed. 

This time around, I had more time to look around and take in 
my surroundings and Arizona treated me to views of some older 
bikes as well as older cars.  One of the beautiful things about the 
southwest is that the lack of snow and its resultant deleterious 
effects on motor vehicles from extreme temperature changes, salt 
and other corrosives on the pavement, and simple wet conditions 
that can lead to rust creates an environment in which a car or 
motorcycle can just last for as long as it will run. Cont’d page 14 

 
 
2006 Rides cont’d from page 2   

The Virginia run started at the Town and Country Restaurant 
and finished in Harpers Ferry. There were some German BMW 
riders from the German Embassy in DC having breakfast at the 
Town and Country and they decided to ride with us on our poker 
run. 

We were very glad they joined us. Dwight Condon got two 
Kings for the best hand in Virginia. 

Bryant Kling's highest hand from both runs was a Jack high 
nothing. The "If it wasn't for bad luck he wouldn't have any luck 
at all" award went to Bryant Kling for his "Crappy Hand." 

  

Shiny Side Up  
California (and Arizona) Dreamin’ 
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http://www.bobsbmw.com
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Shiny Site Up  cont’d from page 13 
My favorite was a pristine, shiny 1978 Honda CB750, just like 

the ones I used to ride only in far better condition.  I approached 
its owner in a Fry’s parking lot (Fry’s is owned by the same com-
pany that runs Kroger here) and asked him about it.  Jim is 54 
years old, has lived in Arizona all his life, and has also owned the 
CB750 all its life.  He claims to have done “nothin’ but oil changes 
and that kinda crap” to the CB, bolstering its reputation as a bullet-
proof bike.  When prodded, Jim said “I don’t wear a helmet ‘cause 
nobody makes me, but I guess if I had one I’d wear it, law or not.  
I just never bought one.” 

Jim from Phoenix was the only helmet-less biker I talked to in 
Arizona that was willing to don a helmet without a law requiring 
one. 

Even though I spent five days in Los Angeles, I never saw a 
single “super cruiser”, a bike in the style of West Coast Choppers 
or Orange County Choppers.  Cruisers there were overwhelmingly 
represented by unbaffled Harley-Davidson machines, though I did 
see a small group of Japanese cruisers parked outside a small Tex-
Mex restaurant in Santa Monica. 

Several times throughout the trip I found myself wishing I had 
my bike with me.  The weather was simply beautiful, with lows in 
the 50s and highs in the upper 70s and low 80s.  Perfect motorcy-
cling weather – warm enough during the day to warrant a perfo-
rated or heavily vented jacket, but not so cold at night that you 
would need anything other than a sweatshirt layer or to close the 
vents to keep the chill away. 

I’m home now, it’s snowing, with sleet, freezing rain, and ice 
in the forecast for the next 24 hours, and my motorcycle is  

parked in the back yard, covered and waiting for slightly warmer 
weather.  When I look at it, I’m reminded of my motorcycle 
journeys in America, whether it was to Florida, Sturgis, Deal’s 
Gap, Graceland, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan via the Macki-
nac Bridge, or indeed clear across the country through Tennes-
see, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
California.  All those trips came rushing back into my mind as 
my band mini-vanned down I-10, and the cacti seemed to si-
lently mock me. 

 
Press Release 
Morton's BMW Motorcycles capped another record-breaking 

year in 2006 by selling 224 new motorcycles, finishing #1 in the 
mid-Atlantic region and #7 in the entire U.S. While overall 
BMW motorcycle sales were flat in 2006, Morton's notched an 
increase of more than 4%. Just as importantly, Morton's once 
again finished in the top ten in the country for customer satisfac-
tion. "This result," according to Morton's BMW sales manager 
Steve Anderson, "is extremely gratifying. It lets us know our 
efforts to serve the BMW motorcycle community are paying off. 
We'll continue to do all we can to support and grow the BMW 
community in the mid-Atlantic." 

Morton's BMW Motorcycles is the largest BMW dealership 
on the east coast and one of the oldest in the nation. As the sole 
BMW-exclusive facility in the Washington area and, as one of 
only five dealerships in the country (and the only one east of 
California) ever to earn the BMW Top Performer Award for its 
combination of sales, service, and customer satisfaction. 

 

http://mortonsbmw.com
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Aside from your bike, your body’s your most  
valuable asset. We’ve got a unique way to  
protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried. 
I t ’ s  a  s p e c i a l  p o l y m e r  e n g i n e e r e d  
to eliminate the aches and pains the can make even the short-
e s t  r i d e  s e e m  e n d l e s s .  Av a i l a b l e  a s  
either a top cushion in a variety of fabrics, colors and designs 
or it can be professionally installed on a permanent basis in 
your seat. 
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-859-5699 or visit 
our web site at www.buttbuffer.com. 

Product and Press Releases 
 

Bob’s BMW introduces The MAT Turn-a-Bike.  Tired of do-
ing awkward backing-out maneuvers in your garage or driveway? 
Want to display your bike in a new and unique way?  Now, with 
The MAT “Turn-a-Bike” turntable, you can ride in, pivot around, 
and ride out! The twin discs of Stainless Steel and a Low Friction 
Polymer make for easy rotation of motorcycles up to 1,000 
pounds. Turn-a-Bike is 16” in diameter; large enough to fit any 
center stand, and rises only one half inch above the floor surface, 
so very little extra effort is required to lift the bike up on its stand. 

It’s easy to use: simply place the mat on a flat hard surface 
with enough room all around to rotate your bike, set your center 
stand on the centerline "Target" of the mat, and turn your bike 
around. It is a carousel in your driveway; a turntable in your ga-
rage; or a Lazy Susan wherever you want it! 

Try out the The MAT Turn-a-Bike at Bob’s BMW showroom 
or order it online at http://www.store.bobsbmw.com.  For more 
information, contact Stephanie Day in the Parts Department at  
800-BMW-BOBS. 

 

Blue Knights Maryland IX 
The Blue Knights, International Law Enforcement 

Motorcycle Club, is a 30-year-old organization, which 
is made up of Active and Retired, Law Enforcement Profession-
als.  The purpose of this organization is to promote motorcycle 
safety and enjoyment, while providing an environment, which 
supports family and the community.  The Blue Knights Motto is 
“Ride with Pride.” With this in mind, Blue Knights, Maryland 
IX, is conducting our third annual motorcycle ride for the 
wounded servicemen and women, who have returned from Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  The “Purple Heart Ride.”  These brave young 
men and women are being cared for at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center and Bethesda Naval Hospital.  Our Police Escorted 
ride, travels from Sykesville, Maryland, to the Bethesda Naval 
Hospital.  To participate, each rider must donate at least $25 (a 
greater amount if their heart so dictates).  We will be taking 
these donations to the Bethesda Naval Hospital, where they will 
be presented to the Armed Forces Foundation, to benefit these 
“Purple Heart” recipients.  Feel free to contact Steve Martin at 
(410)804-5721 or mailto: roadkingnmd@yahoo.com.  

 
January 30, 2007 – Columbia, MD   BMW Motorrad USA 

has released their Dealer Performance Rankings for 2006.  
Bob’s BMW has taken the top spot again for dealerships in the 
United States, ranking number one overall on the combined 
Consumer Satisfaction Index (CSI).  Bob's BMW is ranked 
against the major dealers, specifically, those who have sold 150 
or more new BMWs during preceding year. The combined CSI 
score is the result of interviews conducted by an independent 
company with customers who purchased new motorcycles in 
2006, and is based on customers’ interactions with both the sales 
and service departments. Bob’s BMW is ranked tenth in the na-
tion for BMW units sold, not counting authority (police) motor-

http://www.buttbuffer.com
mailto: roadkingnmd@yahoo.com
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal 
gatherings of members who meet for 
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all 
members participate in the after-breakfast 
rides, and many members like to show up 
solely for the breakfast. Interested? Show 
up early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like more 
information, or to volunteer to lead a ride 
one weekend, call the rides chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements. http://
www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 
 

Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
 
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa Road, 
Parkville, MD 21234. 410-882-3155. 
Directions: Satyr Hill shopping center at 
Satyr Hill and Joppa roads, across from 
the Home Depot at I-695 & Perring 
Parkway. To have a reminder email come 
to you the week before the breakfast, 
send your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com or call Jim at 410-
256-0970. 
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 

The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-271-
7373. Directions: Take I-270 north to 
Frederick, MD and continue north on 
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit. 
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic 
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your 
left.  

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee 
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540-
347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west to 
exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward 
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29 
south for 6.5 miles.  The restaurant is on 
the left. 

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS BREAKFAST RIDES 
Battley Cycles 
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-
270 take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes 
Airpark Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left. 
 
Bob's BMW 
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 
38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first 
traffic light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one mile on 
the right.  
 
Lap's Quality Cycle 
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take 
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto 
Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke 
Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above. 
 
Morton's BMW 
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-
9844. From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left 
(north) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make 
a left onto Courthouse Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at 
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles. 
 
Speed’s Cycle 
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 
North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 
miles. We are on the left just before Levering Avenue. 
 
Camp West Mar, Thurmont MD 
From US Route 15 North of Frederick MD take the exit at Thurmont marked 
Rt. 77 (West). Follow it West for 7 miles and turn left onto Brown Road. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat (RTE) are informal 

gatherings of BMWBMW members who 
meet for dinner. These gatherings are 
regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always planned 
and announced on the club’s web message 
board. Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first 
Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is the 
third Thursday. The restaurant is always 
different and the dates occasionally change. 
Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are 
always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events 
section and look for Ride-To-Eat or RTE. 
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 

http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
mailto:jpellenbarg@juno.com
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
htp://www.widder.com
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MEMBERS’ MARKET 
 

MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE 
 

2002 K1200RS – Color: Black - 
Equipped with ABS, HTD Grips, Cruise 
Cntrl, Michelin Pilot Power Tires, 5.5 in 
Rear Wheel, K&N Air Filter, BMW Sport 
Wind Screen, helmet lock, clear turn signals, 
BMW Tank Bag, BMW Tail Case, BMW 
Saddle Bag mounts and more.  BMW 
serviced since new.  Garaged stored, never 
down, like-new condition w/9,800 
Miles.  Price:  $9,950.  Email for pictures or 
more details:  Kmartinich@comcast.net or 
Tel:  443.994.2840. 

1981 R100RS. 4,500 miles, serviced by 
Battley's, immaculate, no rust, smoke red 
color, black luggage frame, new still in the 
box set of progressive shocks, never dropped 
or abused; needs the fluids changed, carbs 
cleaned, needs a new battery and tires;  "as 
is"  for $9,000. Call George at 301 963 2911 
(home) or 202-623-1839 (office). (12/06) 
1985 K100, exc. condition, $2600. No 
mechanical issues, recent service, 
Corbin seat. 92k. Call Wes at 703-909-
8165 or wes13@mac.com (9/06) 
2002 R1100SA with 6500 miles.  
Perfect condition, many extras.  Asking 
$9500/obo  Please call Allison or Lex 
for additional info. 410-849-3015 (after 
8/28). 
1984 80ST 24K mi, Red w/ matching 
Hanigan fairing (including pin strips), 
BMW saddle bags, a red Eclipse tank 
bag, Teleflex fork brace. BMW pwr 
socket in the fairing and a front light 
toggle switch (for starting w/ a low 
battery). Newish battery. One (mostly) 
adult mechanical engineer owner. Looks 
sharp, mechanically and cosmetically 
excellent except one smallish tank dent 
(quarter size) and a mark on the seat. 
Owner will email pictures or answer 
questions if you are in the market for an 
80ST. Price: $4800 Location: DC Area 
Contact Tom Kawecki 
tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(7/06) 
2002 R1150RT  Silver,  35K miles, 
radio, heated hand grips, motorized 
windshield, great road touring bike or 
commuter bike for HOV. Save gas. 
Asking $8,200. call Richard 703-963-
4036. (7/06) 
 
1984 R65, 95K miles, Corbin saddle, 
bags, trunk, windshield, gel battery, 
good tires, GPS3+. 1972 R75/5with 180 

Velorex 562L sidecar Fenris - 1984 
R65 Jormungand 2002 R1150RS  Bob 
King 301-262-5978 
robert.e.king@verizon.net (7/06) 
1993 K75S/ABS  Silk blue; 53k miles; 
stock and tall windshields; stock and 
Staintune exhausts; Givi 45 litre top 
and sidecases; very good condition.  A 
great commuter (50+ mpg) or light-
duty tourer.  $3,300.  Glenn Weiland 
(703) 450-8131, day or evening. (8/06) 
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an 
updated classic - RS faring, custom 
painted BMW RS colors Savanna 
Beige(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S 
dual front brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank, 
fenders & seat pan, Corbin seat, 
Krauser bags & bag liners, Reynolds 
rack with rear rack, BMW tank bag, 
Eclipse tank bag, tank cover, RS 
pocket bags, Bike cover, Lester 
wheels, ride off,  Engine - dual 
plugged, electronic ignition, K&N air 
filter, top end rebuild at 39,000, 
balanced and blueprinted from rods 
up, light flywheel, clutch replaced at 
TE rebuild, updated shift kit, /7 valve 
covers, deep oil pan. Suspension - San 
Jose Fork brace, triple clamp, anti dive 
kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 & ME 99 
2000 miles, new Westco battery, 
Instruments - oil pressure, oil temp, 
amp meter, clock. 35 yrs of BMW 
stuff. New /6 mufflers in box, S back 
rest with rack, books, sales brochures, 
spare parts...my life! You get the bike; 
I keep the trophies! $7,500.00 Contact 
Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or 
Flesner00@comcast.net for good 
photos (11/05). 

PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE 
Kenny Freitag, Blackstone, Va. 
#25105 with gear for sale:    1]  black 
leather jacket, size 36, good condition, 
$50.  2] Helmut - ARIA full face, 
grey, " Renegade", 7 1/4 to 7 3/8, 
good condition, $75.00 .  Both items 
add shipping.  Kenny - 434-292-5187 
(2/07) 
pineygreenbison@hotmail.com    
 
Please notify the Editor if For Sale 
items that have been sold so ads can 
be kept updated. 

 

 
BOD cont’d from page 9 

same for the club at no cost. In that re-
gard, James will investigate the Wilder-
ness First Aid course that Pam Fisher took 
recently. James proposed that the club 
sponsor a basic rider course  
Goals for 2007 – Mike reviewed the goals he 
proposes for this year. 
Recruits - Committee Chairs are encouraged to 
recruit help, and to groom their replacement. 
Improved Communication – Chairs are en-
couraged to communicate their activities and 
needs to each other, and consider the impact of 
their activities on other committees. 
Government Affairs – The club still needs a 
strong chair for this committee. Mike would 
like to see the members regularly informed 
about issues being considered by the legisla-
ture that would affect the motorcycling com-
munity. Don will send Mike a list of new 
members who expressed interest in this com-
mittee. Todd Suda will assist in the effort, but 
does not have the time to chair the committee. 
Safety Training – James will work with Billy 
Rutherford to develop an expanded first aid/
CPR/ “First Responder” training for the club. 
Billy currently writes a safety column for the 
BTS, and taught a “First There/First Care” 
seminar for the HOG group. He has indicated 
he would do the could do.  Cont’d page 18 

mailto:Kmartinich@comcast.net
mailto:wes13@mac.com
mailto:tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(
mailto:pineygreenbison@hotmail.com
mailto:Flesner00@comcast.net
mailto:robert.e.king@verizon.net
mailto:info@speedscycle.com
http://www.speedscycle.com
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MARCH TECH DAY 
March 31, 2007, 9 AM at the Open Road Outfitters, 45763 Elm-
wood Court, Unit 160, Sterling, Virginia 20166  
Tech demonstration for removing the plastics from a K1200LT 
and general maintenance. Provide notice on-line if you plan to 
attend to arrange for work space. http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
viewtopic.php?t=7127 or Ray Sufczynski tech@bmwbmw.org 

BOD cont’d from page 17 

He has indicated he would do the same for the club at no cost. In 
that regard, James will investigate the Wilderness First Aid course 
that Pam Fisher took recently. James proposed that the club spon-
sor a basic rider course. Board Members suggested that he conduct 
a poll to determine the level of interest. 

Community Outreach – Mike described a brief safety aware-
ness program developed by the Goldwing Club that was presented 
to community groups such as the Lions Club, etc. The program 
discussed and encouraged awareness of motorcyclists on the road. 
Mike will post the suggestion on the Forum to determine whether 
there is interest in BMWBMW doing such presentations. 

Website –Chris Uttenweiler walked the Board and Committee 
Chairs through the various features of the newly developed web-
site, and answered questions regarding how the site will be used. 
Board Members and Committee Chairs will soon be able to post 
and edit information on their individual pages. The site can be 
modified and themes enhanced by those so inclined, but will func-
tion well as designed for those who want basic service. 

 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM. 

 By-Laws cont’d from page 3 

The president shall submit the slate of officers to the Novem-
ber general membership meeting for a vote. If any proposed can-
didate is opposed by 50% of the members present at the Novem-
ber general membership meeting, the elections committee shall 
seek a new candidate and present their name at the December 
meeting. All club members in good standing are eligible for 
nomination as an officer or a committee chairperson.  

To: The Board of Directors shall appoint a three person elec-
tions committee as detailed in Section IV A.2.h. The committee 
shall develop a ballot of candidates for President, VP/Rally 
Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Chair and Newsletter 
Chair. Position statements by all nominees and ballots shall be 
distributed to the general membership in the October newslet-
ter.  Voting shall be by mail-in and/or electronic ballot. The 
deadline for ballot return shall be set for October 31. Results 
shall be tabulated by the Elections Committee and presented to 
the General membership at the November meeting and in the 
December newsletter.  All elected officials shall officially take 
office at the beginning of the December meeting. All club mem-
bers in good standing are eligible for nomination as an officer or 
a committee chairperson.  

In order to fulfill the requirements of Section IX, the pro-
posed schedule for ratifying these updates is as follows: Publish 
the proposed changes in the March BTS. Read the proposed 
changes at the March meeting. Vote on the proposed changes at 
the April meeting.  Please send me comments on these changes 
to president@bmwbmw.org or the old fashioned way by mail/
telephone. 

mikeout... 

mailto:tech@bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=7127
mailto:president@bmwbmw.org
http://www.battley.com
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2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

OTHER EVENTS 
March 2 - 11, 2007—6th Daytona Bikeweek Campout B-

Cubed (Beemers for Bike Week and Biketoberfest), Holiday 
Travel Park, Bunnell, FL. 

April 15, 2007—Third Annual Purple Heart Ride 
sponsored by the Blue Knights (MD); Steve Martin 410-804-
5721; mailto:roadkingnmd@yahoo.com; http://www.blkmdix.org 

April 20-22, 2007—Cape Fear 1,000 Motorcycle Rally               
http://www.capefear1000.com/ to support the Valley Junction 
Gang http://www.victoryjunction.org/aa_home/index.html. 

covering great roads in the southeast and ending in NC.  
April 28, 2007—N8 Kern @VIR#1 Sponsored by the Gonzo 

Touring Team – N8!  Kern will  attempt to win another SunTrust 
MotoST 500km Endurance Race at Virginia International 
Raceway. VIR website: www.virclub.com    

May 4-6, 2007—17th Georgia Mountain Rally, BMW M/C 
Owners of Georgia www.bmwmoga.info 

May 25-27, 2007—Mason-Dixon 20/20 
http://www.masondixon20-20.org/2007/index.htm 
June 7-10, 2007—BMWRA International Rally - Biltmore 

Estate, in Ashville, North Carolina http://www.bmwra.org/rally/ 
June 16-17, 2007—Blue Grass Book Bank Benefit campout 

in Highland County, VA http://bluegrassbookbank.org/ 
June 23-24, 2007 -N8 Kern @VIR#2 sponsored by the 

Gonzo Touring Team at the seventh annual Virginia Festival of 
Speed at Virginia International Raceway. The 2-day gate ticket is 
$25. Go to  http://www.virclub.com for directions, gate fees, 
schedule, and more information about the racetrack.  

June 23-24, 2007—Oriole and Crab 1,000 24-Hour 
Motorcycle Rally, starts and ends in Frederick, MD http://
mysite.verizon.net/oriolecrab/ 

June 30 to July 6, 2007—Beast in the East – Statesville 
Holiday Inn, 1215 Garner Bagnal Boulevard Statesville, NC28677 
http://www.beastintheeast.org/sked.htm 

July 12-15, 2007—35th BMWMOA International Rally, 
Washington County, Wisconsin  

http:jeff.dean.home.att.net/2007_rally.htm\ 
August 16 - 19, 2007—30th Dan'l Boone Rally, NC - 

Carolinas BMW Motorcycle Owners Assoc. http://
www.carolinasbmwmoa.org 

August 17 - 19, 2007—41st Four Winds Rally, PA Four 
Winds BMW Riders http://www.4windsbmw.org 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

August 31st to September 3, 2007—Finger Lakes Rally, 
NY http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org/rally/flrallynext.php 

September 7-9, 2007—Beemers in the BlueGrass Mini-
Rally, Frankfort, KY; contact Roy Rowlett 859-223-5459 or by 
email at mailto:Kr4mo@yahoo.com 

October 13, 2007 The VOID III Rally -  
http:/www.rallythevoid.org/ 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 
I am James Monroe (CDBugler on the forum), BWMBMW’s 

newly appointed Safety Chairperson, and I am looking for peo-
ple who would be interested in serving on the “Safety Commit-
tee” this year.  I am looking for two or three other club members 
to assist in generating material for BTS (at least one submission 
on a quarterly basis), and in planning for safety-related club ac-
tivities.  These would include classes on first-response, survival, 
and motorcycle skills training.  If you are interested, please send 
an email to safety@bmwbmw.org.  Sending me an email noting 
your interest does not mean that I can coerce you into doing any-
thing.  I just want to know who I can ask for help when the time 
comes. 

BMWBMW EVENTS 
March 10, 2007—BMWBMW General Membership 

Meeting at 3:00 PM at Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA. 
March 20, 2007—March RTE for MD will be at Little 

Havana Restaurant in Baltimore (on Key Highway). http://
www.littlehavanas.com/; begin arriving at 6-6:30 with intent of 
being seated at 7 PM 

March 31, 2007—March Tech Day at Open Road Outfit-
ters http://www.openroadoutfitters.com/ 
 http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=7127 

June 1 - June 3, 2007—BMWBMW 33rd Square Route 
Rally http://www.bmwbmw.org. This year will have a scaven-
ger hunt; details at http://bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?
t=6821 

http://www.littlehavanas.com/;
http://www.openroadoutfitters.com/
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=7127
http://bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=6821
http://www.virginiamotorcycle.com
http:/www.rallythevoid.org/
http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org/rally/flrallynext.php
http://www.capefear1000.com/
http://www.victoryjunction.org/aa_home/index.html.
http://www.virclub.com
http://www.bmwmoga.info
http://www.bmwra.org/rally/
http://bluegrassbookbank.org/
http://www.virclub.com
http://www.mysite.verizon.net/oriolecrab/
http://www.beastintheeast.org/sked.htm
http://www.carolinasbmwmoa.org
http://www.4windsbmw.org
mailto:safety@bmwbmw.org.
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Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 ________________________ 
#2 ________________________ 
#3 ________________________ 
Total BMW miles ridden:________ 

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
__________________________ 

Name _________________________________________________  
Associate ______________________________________________  
Street _________________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP _________________________________________  
Occupation ____________________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ________________________(required for eBTS notification) 

 
 
 
 
 

I’d be willing to help with the 
following areas or committees: 
 
___Government affairs ___Rally 
___Membership ___Rides 
___Newsletter ___Safety 
___Sales ___Technical 
___Meetings & events ___Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
Application for Membership/Change of Address 

Please check the appropriate box 
___New Member       ___Renewal       ___Change of Address 

Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I require a paper copy.   

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address as the 

regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have voting privileges if 
age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Don Catterton, 793 Stinchcomb Road, Severna Park, MD 21146 

12/01/2005 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Don Catterton 
793 Stinchcomb Road 
Severna Park, MD 21146 FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
___16-25          ___46-55 
___26-35          ___56+ 
___36-45 




