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BMWBMW 2007 Edelweiss Trip Part 2  
 By Bill Shaw 

   The list of motorcyclists who are tempted to ride abroad con-
tinues to grow every year.  After hearing about Robert Higdon’s 
achievements as he rode around the world in 80 days, it’s easy to 
understand the attraction.  Unfortunately, not everyone has 
Bob’s finances, flexibility and fortitude.  And while I’m not try-
ing to minimize his accomplishment, trouncing around the earth 
is, well, uncomplicated.  He could register at any lodging that 
hadn’t been condemned, test his gastrointestinal mettle by sam-
pling the local cuisine, and Bob could ride on every unpaved 
surface he desired.  Let’s face it, anyone with a couple of 
months of vacation time (flexibility), a credit card (finances) and 
access to a Vespa (fortitude) can achieve the same goal.   

With a strong desire to join the ranks of the globetrotting 
elite, I decided to formulate a plan that would not only allow me 
to follow in their footsteps, but also set me apart.  So instead of 
riding around the world in one fell swoop; i.e., The Easy Way, I 
decided on an even more challenging way to accomplish the 
same task.  I decided to ride around the world, three or four 
countries at a time, with the assistance of a motorcycle touring 
organization.  To my deranged way of thinking, this way of do-
ing it must be more difficult.  After all, intentionally placing 
yourself in every touring rider’s worst nightmare - traveling with 
a group of friends some of who lack even the most basic social 
graces – can be, well, risky.   To wit: staying in exquisite hotels, 
eating first class meals, and having luggage delivered to my 
room each day. Unfortunately, I encountered a setback right 
from the start.  My first experience in the Alps with Edelweiss 
was so memorable and rewarding, that I decided to convince 
several of my friends and co-conspirators that we had to return, 
and you are welcome to join us.  The tour begins and ends in 
Munich and lasts 12 days from September 4-15, 2007 – one year 
from now.  All that’s required now is a $500 deposit due before 
October 15 – two months from now – and payable to Edelweiss’ 
U.S. travel agent, Tri Community Travel (edelweiss@trict.com). 
Also, please reference “Elsie Smith Group Special Alps Tour” to 
ensure your reservation is guaranteed for the right trip. If you’re 
interested in riding around the world, start with this trip.   

 
 
 

Breaking the Chain  

By John Schumacher 
The old saying goes: “Good judgment comes from experi-

ence, and experience comes from bad judgment.”  I am living 
(thank God) proof of that statement, on more than one occasion 
– from relatively minor faux pas that cause you to look back and 
say to yourself, “Gee, that was stupid, I won’t do that again”, to 
moments that make you grimace.  

So what does a guy who flies airplanes and has only been 
riding on the street since 2001 know about motorcycle safety?  
Actually, there are quite a few similarities between motorcycling 
and aviation.  Both activities are very enjoyable, both can be 
frustrating to learn initially.  Both can be done adequately, that is 
to say, to a minimum standard, by accomplishing the minimum 
of training and licensing.  However, in order to do either effec-
tively, safely, and well, they require more than the ‘minimum’ of 
training, study, investment of time. 

In my days as the safety officer of an Air Force Aero Club, 
my time in the Civil Air Patrol as a mission pilot, and com-
mander of a local squadron, I was the one who had to implement 
the safety program.  The one concept that always came up when 
analyzing any type of incident was—there’s  a chain of related 
events that lead up to an accident. If you break that chain any-
where along its length, the accident won’t happen.  Sometimes 
the trail is very clear, other times it takes some careful analysis 
and maybe even some detective work to determine the chain of 
events that lead to an accident.  

Cont’d page  6    

mailto:edelweiss@trict.com
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Mailing:   Dave & Angie Talaber 
 

Between the Spokes, the monthly 
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington, is published 
solely for the use of its members. Any 
copying and/or duplication of any of its 
contents without the written permission of 
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. 

 

Advertising: Classified ads are free to 
BMWBMW members and will run for two 
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad 
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We request that 
display advertisements be submitted elec-
tronically no later than the 10th day of the 
month preceding the month of publication. 

 

Deadlines and Submissions: All 
submissions must be received by the editor 
no later than the tenth day of the month 
preceding the month of publication. 

 

Bob Steele, Editor 
Between the Spokes 
13114 Blue Willow Place 
Clifton, VA  20124 

editor@bmwbmw.org. 
Wes “Chiba” Fleming 
Roving Reporter 
wes13@mac.com 
 
ASCII text or CD-ROM files on 3.5" 

PC-format disks are also acceptable. All 
artwork must either be black and white 
line art or photographs in jpg format. 

 
Address Change: Please use the 

membership application/address change 
form on the newsletter’s last page and 
mail to: 

 
Nancy Oswald 
1933 Frederick Road 
Baltimore, MD 21228 
 

Club Affiliations:  
BMWBMW is chartered as  
BMWRA Club No. 15 and  
BMWMOA Club No. 40. 
 

Find us on the Internet at: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org 

President: Mike Enloe  
president@bmwbmw.org 
H: 540-338-1263 
W: 703-265-5087 

Vice-President + Rally: Jim Bade 
vp@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-772-8296 

Secretary: Jodi Douglas 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-476-4457 

Treasurer: Elsie Smith 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
H:  301-774-3622 

Membership: Nancy Oswald 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
H: 410-869-4954 

Newsletter: Bob Steele 
editor@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-830-9780 

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart 
government@bmw.bmw.org 
H:  301-527-8795 

Rides: Ed Phelps 
rides@bmwbmw.org 
H: 410-781-7521 
W: 410-760-0072 

Internet: Ted Verrill 
webmaster@bmwbmw.org 

Sales: Francis Gunde 
sales@bmwbmw.org 
H: 301-352-4273  

Mtgs & Events: Need Your Help! 
events@bmwbmw.org 

Safety: Any volunteers out there? 
safety@bmwbmw.org 

Technical: Anton Largiadèr 
tech@bmwbmw.org 

2006 Committee Chairmen 

July1, 2006 to July 31, 2006—Submitted by Elsie Smith 
 INCOME 
 BTS advertising    $ 2,010.00 
 Club Sales    $      59.00 
 Membership    $   982.50 
  TOTAL INCOME   $3,051.50 
EXPENSES 
 Club Decals    $  793.89 
 Holiday Party    $  150.00 
 Postage and Delivery   $  289.93 
 Printing and Reproduction   $  167.37 
 Rally 2006 Expenses   $  291.26  
 TOTAL EXPENSES    $1,692.45 
 ------------ 
OVERALL TOTAL (July 06)    $1,359.05 
Checkbook balance as of 7/32/2006    $17,192.60 

 

At Barber Motorsports Park over 
Aug. 11-13, Nate Kern dominated 
the competition in the CCS Light-
weight (LW) SuperSport, LW Su-
perbike, LW Grand Prix and the GT 
Light classes on his Pirelli-shod 
Main Line BMW R1200S. To left,  
Nate's 3rd place finish in ASRA's 
ThunderBike placed him on the 
podium with Dave Estok 
(winner) and Dan Bilansky (2nd)."  

mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org.
mailto:wes13@mac.com
http://www.bmwbmw.org
mailto:president@bmwbmw.org
mailto:vp@bmwbmw.org
mailto:secretary@bmwbmw.org
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mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
mailto:government@bmw.bmw.org
mailto:rides@bmwbmw.org
mailto:webmaster@bmwbmw.org
mailto:sales@bmwbmw.org
mailto:tech@bmwbmw.org
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View From The Saddle 

By Bob Steele 
A soon as I heard that the International BMW MOA rally 

was being held in Vermont in 2006, plans for an trip to Nova 
Scotia began to take shape. I’d heard from many others that Cape 
Breton, located on the northern most end of NS, has great roads 
to ride and breath taking views. I would learn first hand while on 
the trip that this was true, but the friendliness of the people 
would be yet another major plus providing justification for a 
return trip to NS some day in the not so distant future. 

During the Georgia BWM rally in May ‘06, my riding part-
ner, Pat O’Conner and I met Dave Newsome from Knoxville, 
TN, who had traveled alone to the rally and by chance camped 
next to us. Pat and I talked about our plans to ride to NS around 
the campfire while the band “Deep Fried” wailed away into the 
night. TN Dave, as we later referred to him, asked a lot of ques-
tions about our NS plans and he told us how he had always 
wanted ride there. By the end of the GA rally, he committed to 
ride with us to VT and NS, and contact information was ex-
changed.  Except for one initial conference phone call, all of the 
trip planning was done via email and sending various versions of 
Streets and Trips maps back and forth to select a route. 

Before going on, let me explain the “ZEE Beemer Boys” 
name to you.  While riding Cape Breton going clockwise, we 
kept passing by or stopping at the same place as French-speaking 
couple from Quebec riding two-up on a 1200 Goldwing. And 
you guessed it, she referred to us as “ZE Beemer Boys”, and so 
the name stuck. As a side note, a lady at the tourist visitor center 
suggested that we ride “counterclockwise” on the Cabot Trail 
with all of the RVs to save wear and tear on our brakes.  I told 
her we had no intention of using our brakes—her expression was 
priceless.  TN Dave rode the approximately 500 miles from 
Knoxville to meet Pat and I at the Stevens City exit off I-81.  
From there, we headed to my cabin in WVA to review maps and 
toast finally getting underway.  The twisties from the cabin to the 
interstate early the next morning would be all that we would en-
joy until getting to the Adirondack mountains in western, NY 
after beating feet up I-81 to just north of Utica on the first full 
day of riding together.    Cont’d page 7  

ZEE Beemer Boys entering Nova Scotia, the author, Pat “Horn 
Toad” O’Connor, and TN Dave, from left to right. 

Editor’s Two Bits 
“ZEE Beemer Boys in Nova Scotia” By Mike Enloe 

Work has been brutal for the past several weeks. Much stress, 
late hours, blah blah blah. Between work and family, I have done 
nothing motorcycle-related other than commuting to work. 

Heather and Michael went to a conference in VA Beach a 
couple of weekends ago. I was supposed to go, but due to yet 
another crisis at work, I was stuck here. On Friday night, I fi-
nally got out around 6:30 with the intention of just riding. I fig-
ured I would get on Rt. 50W, ride to Winchester, eat, then ride 
Rt. 7 back home. Not an exciting route, but I just wanted to put 
some miles on the tires and waste some gas, but get home before 
it got too late. 

Followed an old man on a Harley down Watson Rd. and I do 
think he is one of the fastest Harley riders I have ever seen. He 
was smooth on that big bagger and I won't say I had trouble 
keeping up with him, but there were times I backed off due to 
comfort level—deer and commuters suck on that road at that 
time of night. Once on Rt. 50, I noticed he was wearing spurs. I 
spent the time from Gilbert's Corners to Middleburg trying to 
reconcile him being a dumb poser who wears spurs on his motor-
cycle with the fact that his riding was definitely NOT poser-ish. 
As he turned off on a side road in town, I realized that the pack 
on the seat behind him was actually a saddle. So that's why he 
had spurs on.  Guess I should watch that jumping to conclusions. 

Further west on Rt. 50 I stopped in Paris to pick up some 
Doc's BBQ for dinner, look at his smokers, and trade-in the copi-
ous amounts of coffee consumed in search of consciousness ear-
lier in the day. Then went west on Rt. 50 and across the Shenan-
doah River, a straight, wide road—boring!!! In need of some 
curves or dirt or dirty curves, so I turned off onto Tilthammer 
Rd. I LOVE the drop down the other side as it follows the 
stream, has a steep downhill and big curves. Oh ya, some fun. 

Deer radar on full power, reading 5x5, and they were out in 
every field. Luckily, most were well back from the road. Found 
curves. Found dirt. Found dirty curves.  

There were dozens of deer between there and my house. No 
close calls and no more mature bucks. Only a few small 4 point-
ers. In one field there must have been ~25 deer standing just in-
side the barbed wire fence. All along the fence line were the 
tacky "No Hunting" signs that have become so popular in this 
once rural county...sigh!! With no predators other than the car 
and occasional motorcycle, hunting is the only way to keep both 
the herd and the land healthy, but unfortunately, with urban 
sprawl, there are fewer and fewer places to do it. 

Further on up the road I saw either a coyote or a very big fox. 
At first glance, he looked very gray and dappled. Definitely 
thought it was a coyote. Then as I went past, he looked more red 
and smaller. Most likely a fox. Either way he was running 
through a field of bulls. All of them had big horns. Not sure 
whether this is a rodeo stock company or something else. But it’s 
not a field you would want to cross on foot. 

Finally got back to Rt. 7, went across the mountain and on 
down the road to the house. Heated the barbeque and washed it 
down with a cold Sierra Nevada. Great ride, cold beer, and good 
eats - life is all good again!!! All things considered, not a bad 
way to spend a Friday evening without the wife and kid. 

Hope you all had time to find a moment or two or even more 
to ride and clear out the cobwebs. That’s the message for the 
month—ride safe, ride often, and always ride to work. 

That's all for now.  mikeout... 
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MEMBERSHIP 

By Nancy Oswald 
June 2006 Membership Report as of July 31, 2006 for 
August Membership Meeting and September BTS) 

Membership Stats: 
Full members: 436 
Associate members: 51 
Total members: 487 
Number / percent of members electing to download 

newsletter rather than receiving a printed copy: 377 / 
about 86% 

Renewing Members: 12 Full Members / 1 Associate 
New Members: 9 Full; 1 Associate 
 
-Henry Friedman of Silver Spring, MD has been a forum 

member for a while and finally decided to join us formally, he 
rides a 2003 R1150RS – Welcome Driveshaft!! friedlew@att.net 

-John Shea of Leesburg, VA was a member many years ago 
and has rejoined the fold!  He’s now riding a 2006 R1200RT – 
Welcome back, John! jtshea@gmail.com 

-Rich and Lucy Beebe of Westminster, MD were referred by 
Battley’s.  They’ve got a collection of bikes including a 2006 
R1200GSA, 2001 HD Roadking Classic and a 2003 Indian Spirit 
– rich@beebecomm.com 

-Wes “Chiba” Fleming of Alexandria found us on the web 
and has been on the forum for a while now.  He’s riding a 1985 
K100 and a 1997 R850R wes13@mac.com 

-Bob Cohencious of Reston, VA was referred by Bob’s 
BMW and is riding a 2003 K1200RS cptv@i95.com 

-David Blumgart of Mount Rainier, MD rides one of 4 lovely 
bikes: 1974 R76/6, 1983 R80RT, 1999 R1100S & a 2001 Kaw 
W650 

-Patrick Hopfinger of Manassas, VA found us on the internet 
and rides a 2006 R1200RT pathopfinger@earthlink.net 

-Russel James of Fredericksburg, VA was referred by Mor-
ton’s and rides a 2003 R1150RS, 1990 BMW K1 and a very 
sexy 2005 Suzuki Hyabusa – MEOW! 
Jjames1451@earthlink.net 

-Bryan Love of Ft. Belvoir, VA rides a 2004 K1200LT 
bryan.love@us.army.mil 

BMWBMW welcomes one and all!!! 
 

eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is now the norm for all members unless 
requested otherwise!  If you are unable to view the newsletter 
on-line, please write, call, or email Nancy at 1933 Frederick Rd. 
Baltimore, MD 21228, 410-869-4954 
mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org 

 
 
 

BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
 

Just email Francis Gunde at: 
sales@bmwbmw.org   

with a short note on your requirements.  

Folks familiar with the BMWBMW forum know Joe as 
Driveshaft.  Coming to the DC area to be a grad student, Joe's 
now an Arlingtonian, spending his days consulting in telecom-
munications, media, and entertainment industries.  He's certain 
that he'd rather be either designing buildings, fixing bikes, or 
leading adventure tour outfits for a living.  But until he sorts 
out his bipolar disorder, he's content being a fellow BMW Mo-
torrad enthusiast, with particular passion for those boxer en-
gines, motorcycle maintenance, food, and anything that spanks 
of adventure.  His love affair began (like many a love affair) 
on a cross-country adventure saddled up with a gorgeous air-
head--an R100GS, to be precise.  Unlike most airheads Joe has 
come across, he found this quirky one to be not only fun to 
ride, but a lot of fun to maintain!  That sealed the deal, and Joe 
fell deeply in love with those ideosyncratic boxers.  Now, he 
rides an R1150GS, and dreams of one day owning a cruiser 
hack, and a boxer-powered ultralight to boot--when he actually 
owns a place big enough to store all that...and the time to play 
with it.  In the mean time, he's got one foot planted in reality, 
and the other foot working the shifter.  You'll most likely find 
Joe hanging out at a tech-day, doing throttle-body synchs, and 
having a good time learning from fellow wrenchers.  
 

Members Stepping UP—MD Road Cleanup  
 
James Monroe and Rick Przybylski will be taking over will 

take over the road clean up for MD from Nancy Oswald as of 
August 06. Thanks Nancy for your time and effort on the MD 
cleanup and for involving other members to keep it going.  
Road cleanup dates will be announced in the BTS or the Event 
Section of the BMWBMW Internet Events Forum. 

NEW MEMBERS 

http://www.lesslight.com
mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org
mailto:sales@bmwbmw.org
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BMWBMW—Note From the Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Mihalka, BMWBMW #663 riding in Colorado. 
 
Paul just came back from a superb 16 day ride to Colorado, 

up north through the Rockies all the way to Jasper/Alberta and 
then back via Canada, North Dakota, and Minnesota. “The goal 
of the trip was to visit Gunnison, CO to meet about a hundred of 
my bmwsporttouring.com brothers and sisters, a wonderful 
group of people, funny, friendly and always ready to help riders 
in need”. On the way back Paul visited Minneapolis "Betty's 
Bikes and Buns", a motorcycle dedicated coffee shop, owned by 
Tommy Roe, who is famous for organizing/maintaining the 
"Minnesota Wrecking Crew" that finished 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the 
Iron Butt. The picture above is Paul with his R1150RT on top of 
Independence Pass, just above Aspen CO. 

 
Paul was asked to provide a write up about his various riding 

adventures.  He responded with this – “the rest would be over 50 
years of riding, more than a dozen BMWs and many others, and 
over 900K miles on BMW bikes. It would be pretty hard to con-
dense - and I prefer riding to writing.”  That says it all, Paul. 

 

First There, First Care By Wes Fleming 
 
Thanks to former BMWBMW president Billy Rutherford, 

the Fairfax chapter of the Harley Owner’s Group, and Lt. Jim 
Pike of Fire Station 3 in Fairfax City, several BMWBMW mem-
bers spent a solid morning learning what to do if you’re first on 
the scene when a fellow motorcyclist goes down. 

The First There, First Care course is an excellent introduc-
tion to the basics of caring for people injured in a motor vehicle 
accident and it’s nice to see the National Highway Transporta-
tion & Safety Board reaching out to motorcyclists with this short 
program.  A K1200LT rider himself, Lt. Pike gave a tightly 
paced and light-hearted class. One primary focus of the course is 

ensuring the safety of those that stop to help; after all, a person 
rendering aid that gets clipped by a passing dump truck only 
creates an additional casualty for the paramedics to help.  Our 
first impulse might be to stop behind an accident, but Lt. Pike 
recommends we pull around the front of the scene and place 
some kind of flashing beacon to the rear to alert oncoming driv-
ers.  It would seem to be common sense, but like many of the 
things we learned in First There, First Care calls, it doesn’t 
really click until somebody else says it. Cont’d page 14 

 

http://www.eubmw.com
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Breaking the Chain   cont’d from page 1 
When something goes wrong on the road, a lot of times we 

don’t have all the information necessary to analyze the root 
cause.  Talented people and a bit of time to reconstruct the events 
(the links in the chain) that led up to an accident is required.  
Sometimes the answer is very clear, as in the case of Lawrence 
Grodsky, the safety editor for Rider magazine which I read (in 
addition to BMW ON and BTS of course!).  That gentleman met 
his untimely end in a motorcycle accident, whereby he was 
struck by a deer bounding from the side of the road.  He was 
riding a safe bike, with all the necessary human armor such as 
helmet, jacket, boots, etc to cause – Bovine intervention.  I will 
miss reading his articles, which were packed with nuggets of 
good safety practices. 

So how does this sermon on safety affect me?  Maybe by 
identifying some of the things we take for granted, things that 
could end up as ‘links’ in that chain that could get us into trou-
ble.  Here’s where the judgment part comes in, the things that we 
should and shouldn’t do to keep us and our passengers safe.   

Rest – Did you get a good night’s sleep, or were you howling 
at the World Cup game until the wee hours?  

Hydration – If you’re like me, you need to think about 
drinking enough water.  Dehydration can cause loss of concen-
tration, and even consciousness.  Drink before you’re thirsty and 
you’ll be OK. 

Nutrition – Same goes for food.  Keep your blood sugar up, 
and you’ll concentrate better on the task at hand, i.e. keeping the 
rubber side down. 

 
 

Emotion – It happens to all of us at some time or another.  
Our favorite team doesn’t win the World Cup, we’ve just had 
a heated ‘discussion’ with our spousal unit, the kids are driv-
ing you crazy, you can’t find your favorite pair of sunglasses, 
you name it.  Now is probably not the best time to hop on the 
scooter and take out your frustrations on the road.  Best to 
walk  away for a bit, cool off, throw some water in your face, 
then go for a ride. 

If these things are not right, or there are other things that 
are bothering you, maybe its time to do something else for a 
bit.  They can all be links in the chain, however small, that 
could lead you down the path to an unfortunate event.  That’s 
the best time to wash and wax the beast, instead of ride it.  
Then go grab a sandwich, a bottle of water, and take a nap. 

http://www.battley.com
http://www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
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Where to Go, What to Do By Steve Anderson 
After going the VT BMW MOA rally, I wanted to go up Mt. 

Washington, as I've done that with almost every BMW I've 
owned, except my R1150GS. On Sunday after the rally, I mo-
seyed over to NH, listening to my weather radio talking about 
50F temperatures, 15mph winds, and 1/16 mile visibility on top 
of  the mountain. I stopped for the night in Gorham (a little north 
of the road to the mountain), figuring I'd let the weather clear 
and hit it in the morning. On Monday morning, the visibility was 
still 1/16 mile, but the temp was now 42F with a 35mph wind. I 
figured it was not to be and headed for Maine.                        
Below, Vermont's state capitol building was a popular with riders.       

On Monday, I rode around in Maine, bagging interesting town 
names (one of my hobbies).   

I circled down to Portland, rode back into Vermont, and then 
stopped for the night in Brattleboro. Tuesday morning, it was 
still pretty hot, and I went for breakfast to a cool little diner. As I 
stared at my maps trying to figure out what to do, I decided to 
just come on home. I rode back, arriving home about 10 pm. My 
big mistake was not planning anything else after bagging the 
Labrador ride because of time constraints and the change in the 
ferry schedule. I saved a few days of vacation to use in the fall 
and made a few bucks being back at work. Next summer, or 
summer 2008, when the road all the way across Labrador is fin-
ished, I'll do the whole loop ride and be done with it. And I’ll 
plan the trip way in advance next time. 

 

Nova Scotia cont’d from page 1 
Route 28 through the Adirondack mountains provided some 

nice views and country roads to ride, but nothing compared to 
what was to come in NS. We made our way to Essex Junction 
for the “rally”; more accurately, we cooked our brains out while 
sitting in traffic on the way to the rally site.  Message to DOT of 
Burlington and Essex Junction—stop lights can be synchronized 
to allow traffic to flow. And I have a confession to make—I had 
to take my riding jacket off during this period and it stayed off 
until I got the rally site.  Heat exhaustion seemed the eminent 
threat at the moment. 

Got to the rally site late Friday afternoon and everyone 
seemed like they were already set-up– hey, where were all of 
you camping?  Did the vendor thing Saturday morning, bought 
stuff I probably didn’t really need since I shipped it all home via 
UPS, and then headed for NS via Rt 2 across Maine.  Within half 
and hour, it was pouring rain, and it didn’t stop for the rest of the 
day.  Sometime in the PM, we pulled over to take a break in 
Maine, at a motel with a resturant in it.  Sometimes the best part 
of a trip comes not from planning but dumb luck. They had 
rooms, lobster or prime rib were the dinner specials, and the 
view out the rear balcony—did I mention that the rooms had 
both front and rear balconies—was spectacular.  The next day 
was to be a long day in the saddle to get to NS.  Being that it was 
a Sunday, traffic was light, the roads had dried, and we rode 
Route 2 totally in step with each other and covered 550 miles to 
get to NS. TN Dave got hassled at the boarder crossing by the 
Canadian immigration folks while Pat and I skated through.  We 
think it was because they couldn’t understand what he was say-
ing, with the southern drawl and all. Or maybe it was the 120 
pounds of gear he was carrying—for only a week in Canada.  He 

had to be hiding something in the GI-issue, green canvas bag he 
was carrying.  A later inventory that Pat and I requested proved 
interesting—hatchet, 20 pound flashlight to signal the space sta-
tion, too many other things to list but the coffee maker and gour-
met coffee was purposely used.  We found a motel late on Sun-
day night, only a few hours from the causeway crossing into 
Cape Breton.  We rose early with much anticipation only to find 
it raining, and it got worse as the day progressed.  We were pre-
pared for it and rode, but bailed out early in the afternoon and 
found a hotel overlooking Cape Breton Bay. We enjoyed hot 
showers, a few highballs, and seafood special, linguini with all 
kinds of shellfish. We figured, why ride if you can’t take in the 
sights?      Cont’d page 8 
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TN Dave showing off for the camera—and this guy can ride!! 
Sometimes the unexpected can be the best part.  In this case it 

wasn’t but the back roads that make up the “Lighthouse Tour” in 
southern NS had lots of sweepers and maybe a few places that 
we might (maybe) consider twisties. With TN Dave in the lead, 
they felt like twisties, and with no traffic to speak of we took to 
the roads with earnest and it was a hoot. 

The rest of the trip was pretty much getting back home. We 
took the ferry (CAT) from Yarmouth, NS to Portland Maine, 
eliminating the need to go back the way we came, cutting off 
800 miles, and allowing us to get back on schedule. After getting 
off the ferry in mid-afternoon, we had a great ride cruising across 
Maine and upstate NY at sunset. The last day of the trip was a 
grind—leaving early, dodging traffic down I-95, and sitting in a 
major traffic jam at the Delaware Memorial Bridge, until we 
bailed out and took Rt 301 South to the Bay Bridge.  We rode 
3,200 miles (TN Dave rode a 4,200). The Beemers ran like 
champs, rain or shine, Best Motorcycles in the World! 

Nova Scotia cont’d from Page 7 

We made the correct decision because Tuesday proved to be  
by far the best day of the trip. We got on the road early, taking 
the Cabot Trail (Route 19) riding it clockwise.  We encountered 
very little traffic for a couple of hours and wound our way along 
the curvy roads with the bay to our left. We rode past some sce-
nic overlooks but stopped at many to take pictures and take it all 
in. The photo below shows the typical topography we rode all 
day along the Cabot Trail—what a thrilling place it was to ride 

with great views throughout. We completed the Cape Breton 
portion of the ride (250 or so miles) and made our way back 
down the southern portion of the coast to camp on Tuesday 
night, and ride and camp Wednesday. With only 200 mile to 
Yarmouth to catch the “Cat” ferry bound for Portland, Maine, we 
figure we had some time to kill since the best part of the trip had 
passed—we really felt like riding the entire Cabot Trail again.  

 

http://www.totalcontroltraining.net
http://www.frederick.edu
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A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held at 

Denny's Restaurant, Laurel, MD  at 9:30 AM. Present were 
President Mike Enloe, Vice-President Jim Bade, Editor Bob 
Steele, Membership Chair Nancy Oswald, Sales Chair Francis 
Gunde, and Secretary Jody Douglas. Also present were John 
Douglas and Tina Fraembs, James Monroe and Diane Haase. 

Nominating Committee - The Board voted to appoint Don 
Catterton, Maria Vandergucht, and Tim VanVranken to the 
Committee which is to elect a Chair, and present a slate of offi-
cers and committee chairpersons for next year. Current Board 
Members are willing to serve another term if elected, and Francis 
Gunde will serve as Sales Chair if elected. 

Positions – The Board discussed the various open positions. 
Some members have volunteered their services if not as Chair-
persons, then as assistants, and Mike Enloe suggested that any 
Board Member or Chairperson could enlist assistance as needed 
and available. 

Equipment/Storage – The Board discussed the need for 
someone to inventory the Club’s equipment and ensure its stor-
age and availability when needed. No decision was made regard-
ing responsibility for the inventory, but Jody will research costs 
for storage lockers in Thurmont should the Board decide to cen-
tralize all the equipment in the future. 

Club Brochure – Nancy will send the brochure (two-sided, 3 
per page) to the Board Members. The brochures at some of the 
dealerships appear to be the old brochure that does not refer to 
the electronic BTS, thus new members may not be aware that it 

Banners – The Board authorized Jim to investigate prices for 
a 2’ x 5’ BMWBMW banner to be displayed at Rallies. Voting 
on this issue will be done on-line. 

Membership Data – Nancy reported that Al Browne has vol-
unteered to assist with an ACCESS database to facilitate her du-
ties. 

Holiday Party – James Monroe reported on the Holiday Party 
preparations at Ft. Belvoir. Final decisions regarding the menu 
and any donation by the Club toward the cost of meals will be 
made at the October meeting. The Board voted unanimously to 
pay for one night’s lodging for the speaker, Nate Kern. 

Sales/Inventory – The Board discussed writing a “job de-
scription” for each of the Chairperson positions, as there are no 
current descriptions available. Francis will submit a proposal to 
the Board regarding his ideas regarding inventory of merchan-
dise and Sales Chair responsibilities, and Jody will review old 
records for any relevant information regarding duties. 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM so that 
the Board Members could attend the GMM at Bob’s BMW in 
Jessup, MD. 

 
 
 

Welcome/Bob’s BMW – The president welcomed new mem-
bers to the General Membership Meeting (GMM) and introduced 
the staff of Bob’s BMW.  

Cont’d page 11  

 

2006 Oktoberfest- Registration Form 
Sept 29,30th & October 1—Camp WestMar, Thurmont, MD 

 
Check-in all day Saturday, September 30th and check out is 10:00 AM, Sunday, October 1st. Early arrivals wel-
come after 6:00 PM, Friday, Sept 29th 

 
 Please indicate the number in your party that will attend: 

 
$20 per Adult - $10 per child  (12 & under) - (children under 3 are free) 
 
Enclosed is $ ____________ for _____ adults  ____ children 12 & up 
 

Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to: Ed Phelps, 7447 Old Washington Rd, Woodbine MD 21797-
9115 For more information, please call Ed (before 9:30 p.m.) at 410-781-7521 

 
Deadline for registration is Monday, 18 September. You must pre-register for this event. Include SASE or 
your email address if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration. 
 

Name______________________________________________Email:______________________________ 
Address _______________________________________ City __________________ State ___ Zip _____ 
Telephone (H)___________________________(W)____________________________________________ 
 

I hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington, the American Legion, 
and Camp West Mar for any liability resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2006 
Oktoberfest. This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators, and assignees. 
 

Signature ____________________________________Date ______________________ 

August 13, 2006 BoD Report 

August 13, 2006 Membership  Report 



September 2006 10 Between the Spokes    ©2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.bobsbmw.com
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 Membership Report cont’d from page 9 
Bob’s BMW Staff provided updates to members: 

• Bob’s is currently seeking a site in Leesburg for a 2nd store, 
and hopes to have a business established in about 18 months. 
• Members are asked to have their bikes serviced in the winter 
months to help alleviate the back-up for summer service, and to 
report any problems they have with the store or service to them 
immediately. 
• Staff described the ’07 models, and the new features, includ-
ing traction control, and the new ABS system. 
• LoJack is now available for sale at Bob’s, and staff indicated 
that stolen bikes with LoJack are recovered within 24 hours as a 
rule. Cost is $595 plus $200 to install, but there are no monthly 
fees and police vehicles are equipment to trace stolen vehicles 
using LoJack. 
• Classic Bike Day is coming up on Saturday, August 20th, 
and members were encouraged to bring classic bikes (or cars) of 
any make. 
• Bob’s is hiring for full and part-time in the Sales Depart-
ment. 
• Ethanol is safe to use in all BMWs. 
• Version 7 of the R1200-series engine management software 
is now being shipped to the shop. Service doesn’t recommend 
upgrades unless the bike is having problems which might be 
solved with the upgrade. 
• If your bike is one of the 92,000 BMWs that are being re-
called for any reason, call the shop to see if they are equipped to 
do the service. Not all bikes are under recall at the same time. 

Membership – Nancy reported that last month nine new 
members and one associate joined. Thirty-two full and 4 associ-
ates renewed as well, for a total of 497 members. 

Editor – Bob Steele asked new members to see him after the 
meeting for a picture of them with their bikes for the BTS, and 
Mike asked members to send ride stories to the Editor for publi-
cation. In addition, Mike asked that members submit pictures 
from BMWBMW functions, or other pictures to show what the 
Club means to them, for use at the Holiday Party. pic-
tures@bmwbmw.org 

Summer Picnic at Summit Point – The summer picnic is 
scheduled for September 10 at Summit Point Raceway. Races 
are from 10 AM to 5 PM, and Nate Kern, who races BMW mo-
torcycles, will be racing that day. Members will have access to 
the pits, and there is a grandstand near Turn Nine, where the 
BMW tent will be set up, that has a good view of several turns.  

Jim Fletcher, who is organizing the event for the Club, re-
ported that there will be a $10 entry fee, and that members who 
plan to attend should send him $10 per person as soon as possi-
ble for the food. Jim needs volunteers to help with tables, etc. 
and asks that members let him know when they send their regis-
tration form, which is in the July BTS. Jim had to leave the 
meeting for a prior commitment; Tina Fraembs volunteered to 
collect the money and registrations from anyone who wanted to 
sign up today for the picnic. 

Holiday Party – Mike announced that the Holiday Party is set 
for January 13, 2007 at Ft. Belvoir. Nate Kern has agreed to 
speak. Details will appear in this BTS. 

Rides – Ed Phelps discussed the Great Tour and clarified 
some of the rules, and announced two poker runs set for the 
mornings of the Breakfast Rides in Maryland (in September) and  

 

Virginia (in October). Octoberfest is scheduled for September 
29, 30 and October 1; members can arrive at the campground 
near Thurmont after 6 PM on Friday. 

Several upcoming rides were announced:  

• September 9 Ride to Berlin organized by George Falcon. 
Supper at Waterman’s at West Ocean City, MD. Members 
should e-mail George for details. 
• AMA-sanctioned trials on October 14 and 15 at “The Farm” 
in Thurmont, MD. Contact Jed Hargrave (aka “Motor” on the 
message boards) for details. 
• Four-Winds Rally in New Bethlehem, PA next weekend. 
• 4th Annual Maryland Lighthouse Challenge on September 16 
and 17. Tim VanVranken intends to ride the 500 miles in 10 
hours, should any members want to join him. 
• Sherando Lake Rally over Labor Day weekend. Joe Grant 
reported that Doug Stone, co-founder of the Rally, suffered a 
series of strokes last week. Cards would be appreciated. 

• VOID Endurance Rally beginning in Lynchburg, VA is 
scheduled for October 14. 

Webmaster Search – Mike announced that the Club is seek-
ing volunteers to serve as Webmaster as Ted Verrill is stepping 
down after many years of service. Several members who have 
the necessary skills are needed for various functions, and mem-
bers should contact Mike if they are interested. 

Rider’s Workshop – Jim Ford announced that he has devel-
oped a rider’s workshop, and is planning a ride to Catoctin 
Mountain after the meeting. He has headsets for 10 riders, and 
welcomes members to accompany him to see “invisible” roads. 

Election Committee – Don Catterton, Tim VanVranken and 
Maria Vandergucht agreed to serve on the nominating commit-
tee. They will be seeking volunteers for several Chairmanships, 
including Meetings & Events, Government Affairs, and Safety. 

Club Election Announcement 
BMWBMW will be hold elections for Board of Director po-

sitions.  All active members are eligible to seek election to the 
BOD.  If you are interested in getting on the election ballot, con-
tact one of the Election Committee members listed above. 

Eats on the Way to the Finger Lakes Rally 
If you are traveling north thru PA on the way to the Finger-

lakes Rally, Linda Rookard, #431 reminds us  of a good place to 
eat in Selinsgrove, PA, which is ~42 miles north of Harrisburg 
just off Route 11.  Look for signs for BJs as you  head north on 
Rt. 15 through Pennsylvania. They advertised steak and ribs. 
BJ’s is  at 17 N. Market Street in Selinsgrove, PA and a picture 
is provided below. 
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BMWBMW Annual Club Picnic
At  

Summit Point Raceway 
West Virginia 

 

 

CCS Motorcycle Racing 
 

Sunday September 10th Rain or Shine 
Races run from 8:30am to 5:00pm 

 
Come enjoy the best of regional Champion Cup Racing with all of your BMWBMW friends and cheer on club 

BMW MOA member Nate Kern who is racing that day! 
 Includes discount Sunday admission to Summit Point Raceway, parade lap on the track, picnic lunch and 

refreshments, door prizes.  A tent will be set up trackside at turn 9 for BMWBMW members and their guests 
only.  There is a grandstand next to the tent.   

 
Admission $10 in advance to Jim, pay track admission $10 at the gate 

(Kids 12 and under get free admission to the track) 
You must pre-register for this event! 

 
Please signup by August 15th.    Make check payable to BMWBMW.  Send to: 

Jim Fletcher, 8901 Jupiter Road,  Bowie, MD 20708 
 
Number attending : ________      x   $10 each     =      total  $  __________ 
Names and phone number:  _________________________________________________ 
 
 

Volunteers needed for race day! 
Willing to help with (check which): 
Tent pick up or drop off _____,    ice and coolers ______, folding tables _______ 
 
For more info, please call Jim at (301) 352-3348, and visit the Summit Point website at http://www.summitpoint-

raceway.com/ for track details and directions.  
 

http://www.summitpointraceway.com


September 2006 13 Between the Spokes    ©2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 
 

) 

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
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First There, First Care cont’d from page 5 
The core of the program is a five-step checklist:  stop to help, 

call for help, assess the victim, start the breathing, and stop the 
bleeding.  Each section of the lecture went over the basics, with 
Lt. Pike offering motorcycle-oriented examples for each of the 
five steps. 

Awareness is key to assessing any accident or injury situa-
tion, from being aware of your surroundings with a good map or 
GPS, to being able to accurately describe what’s going on to the 
9-1-1 dispatcher, to knowing which victims need the most help 
the fastest.  Lt. Pike assured us that the hysterical victim running 
around the scene screaming at the top of his or her lungs will 
most likely be OK – so while you should keep half an eye on that 
person, it’s the quiet, motionless person on the ground that needs 
your immediate attention. 

With the assistance of a BMWBMW club member, Lt. Pike 
showed the group how to most safely remove a full-face helmet 
from a prone victim, reminding us of course that in any accident, 
the only reason to remove a downed rider’s helmet is if they are 
having trouble breathing and somebody needs to engage in 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 

Lt. Pike recommends that every motorcyclist carry a basic 
first aid kit; additionally, at least one rider in a group should 
carry a more comprehensive kit.  The HOG leadership had a few 
small kits for sale at the meeting, all of which were snapped up 
quickly before the lecture even ended. 

First There, First Care is an excellent primer in accident 
scene care that is geared specifically towards motorcyclists; 
however, it is no substitute for a comprehensive First Aid/CPR 
course.  Visit www.redcross.org to find your local Red Cross 
chapter and sign up for one of many classes they offer.  For most 
of us reading this, the local chapter is the American Red Cross of 
the National Capital Area, headquartered in Arlington and found 
on the web at www.redcrossnca.org. 

BMWBMW Poker Runs—There will be 2 Poker Runs 
as fall starts. Mark your calendar for September 17 and October 
22. The September poker run will start at the Cozy Restaurant in 
Thurmont while the October run will start at Town & Country 
Restaurant in Warrenton Virginia. Both are on the Breakfast 
Ride weekends so check the Calendar of Events section on the 
club web page for additional information. 

Picture of the Month Provided by Steve Anderson 
MC at BMW MOA Rally—two wheels on two wheels—now 

this rider has the right idea. Having a little backup never hurts!! 

 

Morton’s is Going to Mexico! 
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles of Fredericksburg, Virginia 

announces plans for a motorcycle tour of central Mexico in Feb-
ruary 2007. In conjunction with world-renowned motorcycle tour 
company, MotoDiscovery (formerly Pancho Villa Moto-Tours), 
Morton’s BMW is offering a two week journey through the heart 
of colonial Mexico. From small villages filled with artisans and 
craftsmen to ancient pyramids, this tour will show you Mexico 
off the beaten path. 

Starting in McAllen, Texas, on February 18, 2007, you’ll 
take your own motorcycle over paved roads through the region 
of central Mexico known as the Baijo. Here you will experience 
the influence of Old World Spain on the food, architecture, relig-
ion, music, and attitude of the area. You’ll stand in the village 
square where the fight for Mexican independence began, ride 
through a tropical rain forest, and take Alpine-like twisties over 
8,000 feet! Combine this with ancient pre-Columbian ruins and 
encounters with existing native cultures and you’ll have a winter 
trip filled with stories and photos to share! 

MotoDiscovery is the uncontested expert on motorcycle 
travel south of the border, and Morton’s BMW is proud to part-
ner with them on this custom tour designed for our customers 
and friends. Spaces are limited so we can’t provide a unique ex-
perience to all, and early reservations are recommended. A $200 
per person deposit will reserve your place, and it can be placed 
with either Morton’s BMW (mexico@mortonsbmw.com or 540-
891-9844   or MotoDiscovery (www.motodiscovery.com or 800-
233-0564. 

Cost of the tour is $2,495 plus an estimated $500 for inciden-
tals such as insurance, fuel, tolls, etc. Participants requiring 
transportation of their motorcycles to McAllen, Texas, are en-
couraged to contact Morton’s BMW for information on shipment 
of their bikes. Complete tour details can be found at either 
www.mortonsbmw.com or www.motodiscovery.com. 

BMWBMW "Ride To Berlin” 10 AM Sat. 9/9/06 
Join George Falcon and Lona Soule Saturday morning at 

Woodmont Shell (N39° 5.309' / W77° 10.692') I-270 exit 6B, 
past one traffic light, first gas station on left, take left at second 
light onto Hurley Avenue, and then an immediate left onto Watts 
Branch Parkway.  Please fuel up both yourself and your mount 
prior to 1000 hrs., as we'll leave promptly at 1000 hrs.  We'll 
take some slab and some more scenic roads to the state and na-
tional parks at Assateague Island to see the dunes, the wild bay-
berry, and the wild ponies.  We'll have cold beverages in Berlin 
(where "Runaway Bride" with Julia Roberts and Richard Gere 
was filmed), and follow that with a $30 per person all-you-can-
eat crab feast at Waterman's Seafood (N38° 20.371' / W75° 
7.144') in W. Ocean City.  Please RSVP ASAP to George at 
gfalcon@compmerc.com.  If there seems to be sufficient interest, 
we could arrange a discount rate at a local motel so we can cruise 
Ocean City Sunday morning / early afternoon.  If the WTOP 
103.5 FM forecast Fri. 1900 hrs. is for rain Sat. morning, we'll 
cancel.  Otherwise, we'll ride. 

OKTOBERFEST  2006—The dates for this year’s 
OKTOBERFEST will be September 29, 30 and October 1. It will 
be held at Camp West Mar again and will feature real German 
food and beer. We will also have authentic German music and 
decorate the hall like a Oktoberfest beer tent. There will be some 
give always that we get from the Munich Oktoberfest web site, 
right from Germany. Oktoberfest is always a good time so mark 
your calendars and look for the registration form in the Septem-
ber BTS. Ed Phelps, Rides Chair 

mailto:mexico@mortonsbmw.com
http://www.motodiscovery.com
http://www.mortonsbmw.com
http://www.motodiscovery.com.
mailto:gfalcon@compmerc.com
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Aside from your bike, your body’s your most  
valuable asset. We’ve got a unique way to  
protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve 
tried. It’s a special polymer engineered  
to eliminate the aches and pains the can make even the 
shortest ride seem endless. Available as  
either a top cushion in a variety of fabrics, colors and de-
signs or it can be professionally installed on a perma-
nent basis in your seat. 
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-859-5699 or 
visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.buttbuffer.com
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are 
informal gatherings of members who 
meet for breakfast and ride afterward. 
Not all members participate in the 
after-breakfast rides, and many 
members like to show up solely for 
the breakfast. Interested? Show up 
early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like 
more information, or to volunteer to 
lead a ride one weekend, call the rides 
chairman. 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking 
changes or announcements. http://
www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 
 

Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa 
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-882-
3155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping 
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads, 
across from the Home Depot at I-695 
& Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 
410-256-0970. 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 

The Cozy Restaurant, 103 
Frederick Road, Thurmont, MD 
21788. 301-271-7373. Directions: 
Take I-270 north to Frederick, MD 
and continue north on U.S. 15. Take 
the first Thurmont exit. Turn right at 
stop sign, then left at traffic light. The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left. To 
have a reminder email come to you 
the week before the breakfast, send 
your email address to: 
jpellenbarg@juno.com 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 
Lee Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 
540-347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 
west to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) 
toward Gainesville/Warrenton. 
Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5 miles.  
The restaurant is on the left. 

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS BREAKFAST RIDES 

Battley Cycles 
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 
take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark 
Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left. 
 
Bob's BMW 
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 
38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one mile on the right.  
 
Lap's Quality Cycle 
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take 
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto 
Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke 
Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above. 
 
Morton's BMW 
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-
9844. From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) 
on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left 
onto Courthouse Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at 
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles. 
 
Speed’s Cycle 
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 
North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 
miles. We are on the left just before Levering Avenue. 
 
Camp West Mar, Thurmont MD 
From US Route 15 North of Frederick MD take the exit at Thurmont marked 
Rt. 77 (West). Follow it West for 7 miles and turn left onto Brown Road. 
Proceed about 0.4 mile and turn left into Camp West Mar. 

Rides-To-Eat 
Rides to Eat (RTE) are informal 

gatherings of BMWBMW members who 
meet for dinner. These gatherings are 
regularly scheduled for the first and third 
week of each month and are always 
planned and announced on the club’s 
web message board. Typically, the 
Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and 
the Maryland RTE is the third Thursday. 
The restaurant is always different and 
the dates occasionally change. 
Additionally, impromptu ride-to-eats are 
always popping up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards 
Events section and look for Ride-To-Eat 
or RTE. 
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 

Wanted! 
Your Picture 

We’d love to have a picture 
of you and your BMW. 
Send an message to 

mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org 
with a short note and your 
name, what the bike is and 

where you are   
(if applicable).  Then, don’t be  

surprised if you receive an 
email from Nancy Oswald for a 
brief interview about yourself, 
your bike, why you joined the 

club, etc. 

http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
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MEMBERS’ MARKET 
 

MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE 
 

1985 K100, exc. condition, $2600. No 
mechanical issues, recent service, Corbin 
seat. 92k. Call Wes at 703-909-8165 or 
wes13@mac.com. 

 
2002 R1100SA with 6500 miles.  

Perfect condition, many extras.  Asking 
$9500/obo  Please call Allison or Lex for 
additional info. 410-849-3015 (after 
8/28). 
 
84 80ST 24K mi, Red w/ matching 
Hanigan fairing (including pin strips), 
BMW saddle bags, a red Eclipse tank 
bag, Teleflex fork brace. BMW pwr 
socket in the fairing and a front light 
toggle switch (for starting w/ a low 
battery). Newish battery. One (mostly) 
adult mechanical engineer owner. Looks 
sharp, mechanically and cosmetically 
excellent except one smallish tank dent 
(quarter size) and a mark on the seat. 
Owner will email pictures or answer 
questions if you are in the market for an 
80ST. Price: $4800 Location: DC Area 
Contact Tom Kawecki 
tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(7/06) 
 
O2 R1150RT  Silver,  35K miles, radio, 
heated hand grips, motorized windshield, 
great road touring bike or commuter bike 
for HOV. Save gas. Asking $8,700. call 
Richard 703-963-4036. (7/06) 
 
2002 KZ Sportster  & 26 ft travel trailer/
toy box. Owned by non smoking adults, 
excellent condition. Asking $14K will 
consider reasonable offer; 
wilson_hopkins@email.com or call 540-
446-3349. (8/06) 
 
1984 R65, 95K miles, Corbin saddle, 
bags, trunk, windshield, gel battery, good 
tires, GPS3+. 1972 R75/5with 180 
Velorex 562L sidecar Fenris - 1984 R65 
Jormungand 2002 R1150RS  Bob King 
301-262-5978 robert.e.king@verizon.net 
(7/06) 
 
'93 K75S/ABS  Silk blue; 53k miles; 
stock and tall windshields; stock and 
Staintune exhausts; Givi 45 litre top and 
sidecases; very good condition.  A great 
commuter (50+ mpg) or light-duty tourer.  
$3,300.  Glenn Weiland (703) 450-8131, 
day or evening. (8/06) 

 
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE 

 
Kenny Freitag, Blackstone, Va. #25105 
with gear for sale:    1]  black leather 
jacket, size 36, gd condition, $50.  2] set 
of engine guards off of 1978 R80, 
$50.  Both items add shipping.  Kenny - 
434-292-5187 (8/06)
pineygreenbison@hotmail.com    
 
BMW F650 GS Seat $100, black, 
excellent condition from 2002 F650GS; 
BMW K1200 LT Low Summer 
windshield A&S sells new for $231, Very 
good condition $110 plus shipping; BMW 
K1200 LT Trailer hitch A&S sells them 
for $500; made by Dauntless Motors 
Corporation, $275.00 plus shipping; 
Widder Electric Vest $137, black, size 48 
with soft collar, Very good condition, 
BMW plug; Widder Electric Gloves $105, 
black, size XL, never worn; Areostich 
Darrien unobtanium electric jacket with 
BMW plug, on/off switch blue, size 2X, 
$110 plus shipping; Moto Line Canyon 
Jacket by DIFI XL with removable 
thermolite liner, red, air vents, cordura, 
shoulder and elbow pads, $25 plus 
shipping; several items for a Kawasaki 
Concurs as well as a a Susiki Calvacade 
for pictures of any of the items or to make 
offer please send an email to 
wilson_hopkins@email.com or call 540-
446-3349. (6/06) 
 
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an updated 
classic - RS faring, custom painted BMW 
RS colors Savanna Beige(79) and Smoke 
Black(80), 78 S dual front brakes, forks, 
6.3 gal tank, fenders & seat pan, Corbin 
seat, Krauser bags & bag liners, Reynolds 
rack with rear rack, BMW tank bag, 
Eclipse tank bag, tank cover, RS pocket 
bags, Bike cover, Lester wheels, ride off,  
Engine - dual plugged, electronic ignition, 
K&N air filter, top end rebuild at 39,000, 
balanced and blueprinted from rods up, 
light flywheel, clutch replaced at TE 
rebuild, updated shift kit, /7 valve covers, 
deep oil pan. Suspension - San Jose Fork 
brace, triple clamp, anti dive kit, Koni 
shocks, ME 33 & ME 99 2000 miles, new 
Westco battery, Instruments - oil pressure, 
oil temp, amp meter, clock. 35 yrs of 
BMW stuff. New /6 mufflers in box, S 
back rest with rack, books, sales 
brochures, spare parts...my life! You get 
the bike; I keep the trophies! $7,500.00 
Contact Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or 
Flesner00@comcast.net for good photos 
(11/05) 
 
Please notify the Editor if For Sale items 
have been sold. 

 

VA Road Cleanup  
 
The club will be doing a cleanup on 

Crest Hill Rd. Saturday, September 16, 
2006 

Please meet at the Elihu Road  inter-
section at 10:00 a.m. Location maps and 
photos are available on-line at: http://
www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?
t=3814. 

John Douglas 

mailto:wes13@mac.com.
mailto:pineygreenbison@hotmail.com
mailto:tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(
mailto:wilson_hopkins@email.com
mailto:info@speedscycle.com
http://www.speedscycle.com
mailto:wilson_hopkins@email.com
mailto:robert.e.king@verizon.net
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3814
mailto:Flesner00@comcast.net
http://www.MotoVirginia.com
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In the News  
Feasting on Asphalt By Lee Hetrick  
Alton Brown is the host and star of "Good Eats", a fun food/

cooking show on the Food Channel. He is also a long-time 
BMW rider. This past Saturday was the first of a four-part Good 
Eats series called "Feasting on Asphalt". The program starts out 
in Savannah Georgia and goes across the US to Los Angeles. 
The team includes Mr. Brown and two others riding on BMW's, 
and a support truck. They rode the bikes every inch of the way 
for this show. 

For those familiar with Mr. Brown's shows, this series is 
complete with his usual sense of humor and always informs with 
some of the food science and history behind his topics. Mr. 
Brown grew up in Georgia, so the first episode, which covered 
parts of South Carolina, northern Georgia, and North Carolina 
bring back memories of his childhood. Each episode first airs 
Saturday's at 9:00PM EDT and is repeated several time through-
out the week. Check your listings, you may still be able to catch 
a re-run of the first episode.  

 
AMA APPLAUDS NEW RULES FOR FEDERAL MO-

TORCYCLIST-SAFETY GRANTS 
 
PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- The American Motorcyclist As-

sociation (AMA) applauds federal traffic-safety officials' new 
rules for motorcyclist-safety grants, and urges motorcyclists to 
ask their states to apply for the grants. The final rule was issued 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The rule 
took effect on July 19 and implements the Motorcyclist Safety 
grant program authorized under section 2010 of the "Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A leg-
acy for users" (SAFETEA-LU) for fiscal years 2006 through 
2009. 

A state's eligibility for the grants is based on six criteria: ex-
istence of a motorcycle-rider training course; a statewide pro-
gram to increase motorists' awareness of motorcyclists; a reduc-
tion in motorcyclist fatalities and crashes; a program to reduce 
impaired riding; a reduction in fatalities and crashes involving 
impaired motorcyclists; and the use of fees collected from mo-
torcyclists for motorcycle programs. To receive an initial grant, a 
state must demonstrate compliance with at least one of the six 
grant criteria. To receive a grant in subsequent fiscal years, a 
state must demonstrate compliance with at least two of the six 
grant criteria. Under the last of the criteria, a state must have a 
process under which all fees collected by the state from motorcy-
clists for the purposes of funding motorcycle training and safety 
programs are to be used for motorcycle training and safety pro-
grams. 

"We're pleased with how easy it is for states to qualify for 
motorcyclist safety grants, and we believe that every state should 
be able to take full advantage of the program," said Edward 
Moreland, The AMA's Vice President for Government Relations. 
"This new rule will allow states to get more for a wider variety 
of safety programs than was possible in the past," Moreland said, 
"which is good for all of us." 

The grant amounts available are a minimum $100,000 and 
are to be used for motorcyclist safety training and motorcyclist 
awareness programs. The states don't need to match the funds. 
This new grant program was a primary focus of the Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation. 

Ride to Work Day—Hundreds of thousands of motorcy-
cles and scooters descend on workplaces across the country as 
part of Ride to Work Day, a popular annual commuting event for 
riders on July 19, 2006. Ride to Work Day has grown to include 
hundreds of thousands of motorcyclists worldwide who believe 
that riding to work en masse on a single, focused day will dem-
onstrate the positive social, environmental and economic impact 
of motorcycles and scooters. The event is promoted by many 
motorcycling groups and organizations, and is led by Ride To 
Work, a non-profit advocacy effort. Ride to Work Day, a 501 
c4 nonprofit organization, can be reached at: POB 1072, 
Proctor, Minnesota, 55810 USA http://www.ridetowork.org 218-
722-9806 Christine Holt cholt@ridetowork.org Andy Goldfine 
agoldfine@ridetowork.orgParticipation in the yearly demonstra-
tion is estimated to triple the number of riders on the road and 
save tens of thousands of gallons of gasoline. Riders say adding 
more motorcycles and scooters to the daily commute helps make 
urban parking easier and traffic flow better. "For many people, 
riding is a socially responsible form of mobility that saves en-
ergy, helps the environment and provides a broad range of other 
public benefits," stated Andy Goldfine, the organizer. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) will 
hold a two-day public forum on motorcycle safety beginning on 
Tuesday, September 12, 2006 in Washington, DC. Board Mem-
ber Debbie Hersman will preside as Chair of the forum and 
AMA Vice-president of government relations Edward Moreland 
has been invited to provide testimony.  
    NTSB reports that 4,315 motorcyclists died in crashes last 
year, and the rate of motorcycle fatalities has increased more 
than 25 percent since 1997. "At a time when highway fatalities 
have been decreasing, motorcycle fatalities have continued to 
increase, both in overall number and in fatality rate," said Mem-
ber Hersman.  
    The goal of the public forum is to gather information about 
ongoing motorcycle safety research and initiatives, as well as 
safety countermeasures that may reduce the likelihood of motor-
cycle accidents and fatalities." During the forum, the NTSB will 
examine issues raised by a number of recent motorcycle acci-
dents, including the June 12 motorcycle crash involving Pitts-
burgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger, and the June 11 
crash involving a motorcycle and a minivan in Williamsport, PA 
that killed five persons. NTSB staff will lead technical panel 
discussions that will examine each major aspect of motorcycle 
safety, including rider training and licensing, rider protective 
equipment, vehicle design, and public education of motorists and 
motorcyclists. Representatives from the motorcycle industry, 
government, and motorcycling organizations will be invited to 
give presentations highlighting their perspectives.  
    The forum will be held in Washington at the NTSB's Board 
Room and Conference Center, 429 L'Enfant Plaza, SW. An 
agenda for the forum will be posted on the NTSB's website when 
available. The general public will be able to observe the forum 
either in person or by webcast at www.ntsb.gov. 

BMWBMW’s Holiday Party 

The Club’s Holiday Dinner is set for the evening of Saturday, 
January 13, 2007, and will be held at the Fort Belvoir Golf 
Club.  The address is 8450 Beulah St., Bldg. 2920.  Fort Belvoir 
VA 22060-5423.  Details will be posted in future issues of BTS 
and the BMWBMW on-line Events Forum. 

 

http://www.ridetowork.org
mailto:agoldfine@ridetowork.org
mailto:cholt@ridetowork.org
http://www.ntsb.gov.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

September 1-3, 2006  http://rbmw.org/sherando.html—Sherando 
Lake Rally, near George Washington National Forest, VA 
September 1-4, 2006 http://fingerlakesbmw.org 

32nd Annual Finger Lakes Rally– Watkins Glen State Park, 
“Hidden Valley Campground. 
September 8-10, 2006—12th Beemer in the Blue Grass Mini 
Rally & Campout, Frankfort, KY mailto: kry@yahoo.com 
September 9, 2006—Ride to Berlin—see BMWBMW Events on 
club web page or contact George Falcon; 
gfalcon@compmerc.com 
September 10, 2006—BMWBMW Annual summer picnic and 
membership meeting held at Summit Point; see the advertisement 
on page 12 
September 16-17, 2006—MD Lighthouse Challenge—
w ww . l i l i g h th ou s eso c i e ty .o rg / ch a l l en g e_p ag e_2 006 /
challenge2006.htm 
September 17, 2006—BMWBMW Maryland Poker Run 

Start will be at the Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont, MD - 9AM 
for breakfast, 10AM to ride. Ride points are awarded for this 
event. 
September 24, 2006 http://www.rideforkids.org—Ride for Kids 
Event in Columbia, MD—see schedule, registration, and ride 
details at http://www.ride4kids.org/columbia/index.htm 
September 29, 30 & October 1, 2006—BMWBMW Annual 
Oktoberfest at Camp WesMar.  

This autumn gathering in the scenic Cactoctin Mountains has 
been growing in popularity for a weekend in mountains.  
Oct 13- 15th, 2006—The Void Rally http://www.rallythevoid.org 
a 12 hour mini-rally providing you the opportunity get your feet 
wet in this exhilarating sport.  Registration April 15th to early 
September. 
October 14-15, 2006—Potomac Vintage Riders & Mid-
Atlantic Vintage Trails, Stoneleigh Farm, Thurmont (see 
insert below. 
October 14-15, 2006—NJ Lighthouse Challenge—tour of 
lighthouseswww.lilighthousesociety.org/challenge_page_2006/
challenge2006.htm 
October 22, 2006—BMWBMW Virginia Poker Run.  

The last poker run for this year so come out to the Virginia 
breakfast ride location. Meet at Town and Country Restaurant 
near Warrenton at 9AM for breakfast and 10AM to ride.  
November 12, 2206—BOD and Membership meeting—Battley 
Cycles 
January 13, 2007—BMWBMW Holiday Dinner at Fort Belvoir 
Golf Club, Fort Belvoir, VA. 

Potomac Vintage Riders & Mid-Atlantic Vintage 
Trails are holding their second annual AMA-sanctioned trials 
event at Stoneleigh Farm in Thurmont MD October 14 and 15, 
2006. Saturday the 14th will be dedicated to Modern trials bikes 
and Sunday the 15th will be all Vintage bikes. The hosts, Jed and 
Nancy Hargrave, invite all BMWBMW members to camp at their 
farm for the weekend, watch the trials, party in the Hayloft on 
Saturday night. Pig roast and all food and soft drinks furnished 
(alcoholic drinks—BYOB). Go to the BMWBMW event forum 
for additional details. 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.  

http://www.rbmwr.com/sherando.html
http://fingerlakesbmw.org
mailto: kry@yahoo.com
mailto:gfalcon@compmerc.com
http://www. l i l i ghthousesociety.org/challenge_page_2006/
challenge2006.htm
http://www.rideforkids.org
http://www.rallythevoid.org
http://www.widder.com
http://www. l i l i ghthousesociety.org/challenge_page_2006/
challenge2006.htm
http://www.virginiamotorcycle.com
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Motorcycles 

(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 _____________________  

#2 _____________________  

#3 _____________________  

Total BMW miles ridden: _____  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 

_______________________  

Name ____________________________________________  

Associate _________________________________________  

Street ____________________________________________  

City, State, ZIP_____________________________________  

Occupation _______________________________________  

Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
I’d be willing to help with the 
following areas or committees: 
 
_  Government affairs _ Rally 
_  Membership _ Rides 
_  Newsletter _ Safety 
_  Sales _ Technical 
_ Meetings & events _ Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
Application for Membership/Change of Address 

Please check the appropriate box 
_ New Member       _ Renewal       _Change of Address 

Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I require a paper copy.  q  

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address 

as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have 
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Nancy Oswald, 1933 Frederick Rd, Baltimore, MD 21228 

12/01/2005 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Nancy Oswald 
1933 Frederick Road 
Baltimore, MD 21228 FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
_  16-25          _ 46-55 
_  26-35          _56+ 
_  36-45 




