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What’s Up With Melissa Pierson? 
By Bob Steele 

 
Friday night’s Keynote speaker at the 2006 Square Route 

Rally to be held in Thurmont, MD on June 2-4, 2006 is Melissa 
Pierson, author of  “The Perfect Vehicle”. 

For those of you who haven’t read the book, Melissa goes 
right to the heart of what riding a motorcycle is about from the 
trepidation of getting started, dealing with the mechanicals, and 
undertaking solo adventures.   

Melissa is very much looking forward to joining us and was 
kind of enough to reply to questions about her book and what 
she is doing now.  Take the opportunity to meet and talk with 
her at the Rally. 

BMWBMW – It’s probably hard to believe but we’re com-
ing up on a decade since “The Perfect Vehicle” was pub-
lished.  What have you been doing since then? 

 I've been raising a boy (born in 1999), I moved to what we 
call "the country," two hours north of New York City, and I've 
written two books, one about another of my passions, horses, 
and the latest about the loss of our manmade and natural land-
scapes due to "progress." 

 BMWBMW—The book seems to be everywhere, from the 
public library as well as available on multiple internet 
sites.  How many books have been sold to date? 

 I've never much been a counter, but apparently each year 
there are a couple thousand new bikers coming up who are ex-
periencing the book for the first time.  It was also published in 
Italy, the UK, and Germany, and it's still selling abroad as well. 

 BMWBMW—How did publishing the book impact your 
life, both personally and as a motorcyclist? And do you con-
tinue to get feedback on the book? 

 I was blown away by the response.  When I was writing it, I 
naively thought I was writing a book to explain to NON-
motorcyclists why some people loved bikes.   

I figured bikers already knew this stuff.  Was I wrong!  It 
was motorcyclists who wanted to read it, and then share with me 
their experiences, because they loved the idea that someone else 
out there "got" it.  I received hundreds of letters--long letters!--
and photographs and gifts and phone calls, some from other 
countries.  They seemed so happy to have been given a 
voice.  Every once in a while, I still get a letter or a call.  

BMWBMW—In retrospect, is there anything that you did-
n’t write about in the book that you wish you had? Do you 
have any new perspectives after having had more years in the 
saddle? 

 My great intention when writing was to put in abso-
lutely everything I ever wanted to say about motorcycles.  If I 
were writing it today, many specific details would be different, 
but I think the substance would be the same. 

 
(Cont’d on page 5, Melissa Pierson) 

On a Bit of A Whim!! 
By Nancy Oswald 

On a bit of a whim, I decided to visit my niece, San-
elma, in Ann Arbor, MI for her 8th birthday.  Because of my 
schedule, I had to visit a week early and missed the birthday 
party and fun with a gaggle of 8 year-old girls.  She was disap-
pointed, but since I managed to have enough room on the bike to 
bring her a new outfit from GAP Kids, my coolness remains 
intact. 

I left from Bowie, MD around 3 PM on Friday, March 
31st to the shaking heads and warnings to “BE CAREFUL” from 
my coworkers.  One insisted that I check in over the weekend to 
ensure that I was safe.  I’m not sure if they really care about me 
or if they’re worried that I might get killed/maimed and not 
come back leaving my projects to them. 

“She SEEMS like a smart young lady, but….” 
“Why does she do these things?” 
 “Where is her husband?  He allows her to ride out there 

by herself?” 
These are a few of the things I overhear and the braver 

ones will ask me directly.  I don’t need to answer these questions 
to you – my friends with BMWBMW - because you understand.  
Or even if you don’t really understand, you don’t think it’s 
strange or completely crazy to ride 1500 miles in a weekend just 
to scratch the itch.   

My friend, Ironman, calls it “cleansing yourself.”  This 
trip was a great cleansing for me.  My run to Daytona was won-
derful; I loved every minute of it.  But it was full of activities 
and the needs and desires of other people.  This trip was about 
“MY” ride.(Whimsical Nancy, Cont’d on page 14) 

 

http://www.bmwbmw.org
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Between the Spokes, the monthly 
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of 
Metropolitan Washington, is published 
solely for the use of its members. Any 
copying and/or duplication of any of its 
contents without the written permission of 
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited. 

 
Advertising: Classified ads are free to 

BMWBMW members and will run for two 
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad 
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We request that 
display advertisements be submitted elec-
tronically no later than the 10th of the month 
preceding the month of publication. 

 
Deadlines and Submissions: All 

submissions must be received by the editor 
no later than the tenth day of the month 
preceding the month of publication (e.g., 
May 10 is the deadline for the June issue). 
Submit articles by regular mail to: 

 
Bob Steele, Editor 
Between the Spokes 
13114 Blue Willow Place 
Clifton, VA  20124 
 

or by e-mail:  
editor@bmwbmw.org. 
 
ASCII text files on 3.5" PC-format 

disks are also acceptable. All artwork 
must either be black and white line art or 
photographs. 

 
Address Change: Please use the 

membership application/address change 
form on the newsletter’s last page and 
mail to: 

 
Nancy Oswald 
1933 Frederick Road 
Baltimore, MD 21228 
 

Club Affiliations:  
BMWBMW is chartered as  
BMWRA Club No. 15 and  
BMWMOA Club No. 40. 
 

Find us on the Internet at: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org 

President: Mike Enloe  
president@bmwbmw.org 
H: 540-338-1263 
W: 703-265-5087 

Vice-President + Rally: Jim Bade 
vp@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-772-8296 

Secretary: Jodi Douglas 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-476-4457 

Treasurer: Mark Dysart 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
H:  301-527-8795 

Membership: Nancy Oswald 
membership@bmwbmw.org 
H: 410-869-4954 

Newsletter: Bob Steele 
editor@bmwbmw.org 
H: 703-830-9780 

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart 
government@bmw.bmw.org 
H:  301-527-8795 

Rides: Ed Phelps 
rides@bmwbmw.org 
H: 410-781-7521 
W: 410-760-0072 

Internet: Ted Verrill 
webmaster@bmwbmw.org 

Sales: Francis Gunde 
sales@bmwbmw.org 
H: 301-352-4273  

Mtgs & Events: Need Your Help! 
events@bmwbmw.org 

Safety: Any volunteers out there? 
safety@bmwbmw.org 

Technical: Anton Largiadèr 
tech@bmwbmw.org 

2006 Committee Chairmen 

The club has money in the bank but just not a report for this month. So 
let’s look at a vintage motorcycle instead! Financial update will be in next 
months BTS. 

Vintage bike at Morton’s Open House was a real beauty. 
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View From The Saddle 
 
On March 22, Heather and I welcomed a son, Michael 

Andrew, to the world.  He is an amazing addition to my 
life, even though the sleep deprivation is starting to add up. 
I am looking for a way to turn dirty diapers into a fuel 
source.  This could be the solution to the worlds energy 
problems. If you have any ideas, let me know.  In a few 
years, we'll be looking at that first Honda 25cc with train-
ing wheels.  I am sure Mom won't have any issues with 
that! I'd better start planning now. 

 
Ride safe, ride well, and always ride to work. 
Mikeout... 

By Bob Steele 
On behalf of the club, we offer a collective thanks to 

Phil Agar for being the Editor of the BTS for the last sev-
eral years.  He put a lot of effort into it so please thank Phil 
whenever you see him at a club function. He’ll have more 
time to ride now and write articles for the BTS. 

I’ve never been offered a job so easily. The promise of 
a monthly deadline and the uncertainty of not knowing if 
or when stories for the newsletter would come from each 
month made it an opportunity that I just couldn’t pass up. 
Phil assured me that someone would certainly step up once 
I get worn out from the monthly BTS preparation grind.  

Let me briefly introduce myself.  My motorcycle re-
sume is not much to speak of, so please don’t have too 
high of expectations. I first rode a motorcycle in high 
school, and I’m not sure that riding a bike around the 
neighborhood without gear or helmet, on my buddy’s older 
brother’s bike really qualifies.  But it was enough to stick 
in my crawl for years. I almost bought a KZ750 in the late 
1970s, but marriage, raising three sons, and earning a pay-
check took care of that urge. 

Fast forward 30 years. After working in the corporate 
world during my career, I got down-sized before turning 
50.  That’s usually a bad thing but it turned out to be the 
best thing that ever happened – starting my own business 
and got into riding a motorcycle. I refer to it as my “Never 
Too Late” phase. I’m ring R1150GS whenever I can break 
away which is occurring more and more frequently.  

Going forward, I’m hope to serve the needs of the 
membership – which I perceive to be communicating in-
formation on past and upcoming events and hopefully pro-
viding some interesting articles. For the most part, things 
will stay the same with trip reports from members traveling 
to places near and far and the other informative features. 
Space permitting, I’m going to introduce a few new topics, 
including “Picture of the Month”, Product Reviews & 
Tips, and maybe a book review thrown.  We’ll try to keep 
the Old (long-term) Member Re-Introduction going too. 

And remember, the more that you write the less you 
have to read my dribble. Keep the rubber side down! Bob 

Editor’s Two Bits 

 
By Mike Enloe 
This has been a bad couple of weeks for the motorcy-

cling community. 
  Two folks I know via the Internet BMW Riders List 

were in bad accidents. One on a tour of New Zealand (not 
sure of the details, but I think he ended up on the wrong 
side of the road) and the other in Minnesota was hit by a 
left turning driver - he only lived because the ER docs 
were able to insert a stint to repair his torn aorta. Both will 
live, but will have a long road ahead to recovery.  And then 
safety guru and author Larry Grodsky was killed when he 
hit a deer in Texas.  This goes to show that no matter how 
experienced and safety focused you are, you are never 
completely safe. 

    How should we as riders respond when we hear of 
fellow riders being injured or killed?  Some of us will be 
shaken and reconsider whether the risk of riding motorcy-
cles is worth it.  Others will brush it off and throw out the 
tired, old adage, "there are two types of riders: those who 
have crashed and those who haven't crashed yet."  Others 
will use them as a reminder of our mortality and the risks 
we face and redouble their efforts to lower the risk by 
wearing the gear, taking classes, and actively engaging 
their brain each and every time they throw their leg across. 

I had a conversation about risk with someone recently. 
It started out as a "reduce" versus "eliminate" discussion.  
They have the opinion that you can't compare the risks of 
riding and driving.  They acknowledged that people get 
killed everyday driving but that since there is no alternative 
to driving for the majority of people, it is not a risk you can 
eliminate and therefore is acceptable.  Riding however is a 
risk you can eliminate because you don't have to ride.  I 
disagreed with both points.  While you may not be able to 
eliminate risk while driving, you can reduce it by using a 
vehicle with good crash ratings, anti-lock brakes, and all-
wheel drive, by wearing seatbelts, by not drinking and 
driving, by not driving distracted or tired, etc.  All of these 
things lower the risk of being in a car accident..   

And to the second point, I can't just stop riding.  It is 
something I love too much.  And as with driving, I can't 
eliminate the risk but I can reduce it, hopefully to an ac-
ceptable level.  And that is how I approach it. 

    In other news, there are lots of activities coming up: 
rally, road clean-ups, tech days.  Check the events page 
and the message boards for more details.  We are still look-
ing for some help for basic club functions. 

I received word that long time member Bernie Stuecker 
had a massive heart attack and has passed away.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to Bernie and his family. 
Check the message boards for updates that I'll post as I get 
them. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
By Nancy Oswald 
 
Membership Report as of March 31, 2006  
 
Membership Stats: 
448 Full members plus 55 Associate members 
503 Total members 
Number / percent of members “electing” to download 
news- letter rather than receiving a printed copy: 397 / 
~ 87% 
New Members: 19 Full; 3 Associate. 
 
Renewing Members: 6 Full members; 1 Associate. 
 
M.J. Kramer of Fredericksburg, VA joined at the Mor-
ton’s meeting and rides a GSA;  
Chris Froud of Stafford, VA joined at the Morton’s meet-
ing and rides a 2005 R1200GS 
Kenneth Freitag of Blackston, VA was referred by Bob’s 
and rides a 78 R80 and a 2000 R1100RT 
Peter Cortese of Crownsville, MD was referred by Bob’s 
and rides a 2005 R1150RT 
Greg Nielsen of Bentonville, VA was referred byMorton’s 
but recently sold his K12LT and bought a Harley! 
Lou Heindel of Montgomery Village, MD is rejoining us 
on a 2005 K1200LT 
Michael Shea of Gainesville, VA was referred by Mor-
ton’s and is riding a 2004 R1150GS 
Bill and Anne Rowe of Arlington, VA met Elsie at a track 
day and despite the fact they are Ducati riders, Elsie made 
such an impression on them that wanted to join us!! 
Mike Cramer of Glen Arm, MD discovered us at the Ti-
monium show and rides a 97 R1100RT 
Shawn Downing of Baltimore rides a 1973 /5 and a 1997 
Speed Triple 
Charles Goldsborough of Baltimore is a big fan of the 
duel sport BMW’s: 2006 HP2, 05GSA and 03GSA 
Jason Jernigan of Springfield, VA hangs on the forum 
and rides a 2004 R1150RT 
Andrew Bradley and Stacey Permenter of Annapolis, 
referred by Bob’s and ride a 2005 GS and KLR 250 

BMWBMW Club Merchandise! 
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,  

shirts, pins and decals. 
 

Just email Francis Gunde at: sales@bmwbmw.org   
with a short note on your requirements.  

 
And we still sell customized items such as 

Square Route Rally teeshirts at:  
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw  

 
 
Mike Baum of Richmond, VA is another forum rat (and 
friend of Jim Bade) and doesn’t own a BMW, but he’s 
kinda close with his 03 Ural hack.  Also rides a 2005 
Ducati Multistrada and a 99 KLR650 
Dudley Purdy of Edgewater, MD is riding a 2001 
K1200LT and a 2001 Bonneville 
Bill Rogers of Culpepper, VA rides a 77 R100/7, his dad, 
Harry Rogers was a member 
Stephen Anderson of Locust Grove, VA is renewing after 
a lapse in membership.  He rides an ‘02 R1150GS 
Robert and Yenny McNamee of Reston, VA were re-
ferred by a mystery member and ride a 2005 K1200S 
Ken Price of Ashburn, VA was referred by Paul Mihalka 
and rides a 2005 F650GS and a 72 Yama DT2 250 
 
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is now the norm for all members 
unless requested otherwise!  If you are unable to view the 
newsletter on-line, please write, call, or email Nancy at 
1933 Frederick Rd. Baltimore, MD 21228, 410-869-4954 
mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org 
 
Below is a bike Nancy came across on her trip to Michi-

mailto:sales@bmwbmw.org
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw
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(Continued on page 11) 

Melissa Pierson (cont’d from page 1) 
 BMWBMW You were riding a Moto Guzzi during the pe-

riod covered in the book. What are you riding now?  
 I'm going to cry!  I still have dreams about being on my 

Moto Guzzi, though she's been sold to a fellow who took her 
back to Great Britain--where presumably they sell tires that fit 
her.  The maintenance on the bike was getting out of control; 
after I had a baby, I did not have long days to tinker out in the 
driveway.    

BWMBMW-  What type of riding do you do now and how 
often do you get out? 

 Well, I hope I am not disappointing anyone unduly, but as I 
often say, I am "between bikes" right now.  I sold the beloved 
Lario 6 years ago.  It broke my heart, but life changed radically 
for me when I had a baby.  And since then, time and money have 
never colluded to make it the right moment to get a new bike.  

    Melissa’s Moto Guzzi—“The picture is ELEVEN years old-
-arrgghh!  The bike is ageless.  The owner, not so.” 

 

BMWBMW—I’ve got to ask you what you think about 
BWM motorcycles and have you ridden them much? 

The only other bike I've seriously considered is a BMW. I 
think there's a great similarity in the way BMW and Italian rid-
ers orient themselves to motorcycling.  I felt a little abandoned 
by Moto Guzzi: sorry, I don't need (or want) a 1,000cc super-
bike.  So last summer, when it looked for about 10 minutes like I 
was going to have some extra cash, I started looking for a 
K75.  Apparently, so were a lot of other people.  I never found 
the right one to buy.  Then the money evaporated.  But aesthet-
ics are incredibly important to me, and I couldn't see riding a 
bike I didn't absolutely adore.  Will I make thousands of enemies 
when I say I don't particularly care for the new BMW en-
gine?  But that doesn't actually matter--I can't afford the new 
machines anyway.  I only ever rode my boyfriend's 50-year-old 
BMW, a true charmer he had named The Whale.  

BMWBMW—I think it’s reasonable to say that BWM rid-
ers are known for touring?  Have you gotten into long distant 
riding? 

Yes, to me THE image of the bike tourer is the Aerostitch-
suited rider on a Beemer out for a two-week spin.  The longest 
ride I ever took was the one detailed in the book, about 4,000 
miles from New York down to the Florida panhandle, across the 
Gulf Coast to New Orleans (I'm going to cry again!), back north 
and across Ohio and Pennsylvania and on home.  For me, in 
those days, a short ride was to New Hampshire. 

MWBMW—Are you going to riding down to the rally to 
take advantage of some great roads between New York and 
Maryland? 

When I was first invited to come down, I had what I thought 
was a great idea: I'd buy a BMW sidecar rig, and I'd replicate 
that great long trip to the South, with my 6-year-old son this 
time, and then write a new afterword to the book so they could 
republish it on its 10-year anniversary.  My publisher didn't bite, 
so there went the financial means to make it possible.  Some-
day . . . 

Anybody have a K75 to sell to Melissa for a good price to 
get her back in the saddle? 
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Globe Riders 
 
On Friday April 14th, Morton’s hosted a special presen-

tation by world traveling GS rider Helge Pedersen (http://
globeriders.com). His presentation was of his "Best of 
World Touring", describing what it's like to travel the 
globe on two wheels. The two-hour presentation covered 

Helge’s remarkable adventures dating back to the late 
1970s when he began his 10 year around the world adven-
ture.  There aren’t enough words to described the photog-
raphy of the natural wonders and the people that he en-
countered during his travels that were presented.  More 
than 150 adventures or wannabe world travelers were in 
attendance. 

Hopefully, you had a chance to talk with Helge after the 
presentation or during Morton’s Open House on Saturday.  
A couple of things stood out—Helge always seems to have 
a smile, both in the pictures and in person. He told me how 
blessed he felt to live a life doing what he loves most—
adventures while riding a motorcycle. 

If you missed the presentation, you’ll have another 
chance later in the year but you’ll have to wait for Helge to 
gets back from his next trek across Asia and Europe which 
starts next month.  Helge thought  he’d be giving the pres-
entation again at Bob’s BMW sometime over the winter—
keep an eye out for the announcement. 

Morton’s Open House 
Early morning rain gave way to great weather and so 

was the turn out at the Open House. Attendance was  esti-
mated to be around 800  - hard to tell with folks coming 
and going . Vintage, new and customized BMWs were on 
display  Can’t beat free demo rides, BBQ lunch, live mu-
sic, vendors, and lots of motorcycles to look at.   

http://globeriders.com
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 
by Jodi Douglas 

General Membership Meeting -10 April 2006 
Membership Chair Nancy Oswald convened the general 

Membership Meeting at Speed's Cycle, 5820 Washington Blvd, 
Elkridge, MD 21075 at 11:00 AM.  She announced that Presi-
dent Mike Enloe could not be present today, and that Jody Doug-
las, Secretary, was the other Board Member present.    

The meeting was fast paced so those in attendance could get 
out and ride on a perfect, sunny day. 

New Member Introduction – Two new members and one 
returning member introduced themselves to the group.  They 
were encouraged to join the discussions on the BMWBMW Fo-
rum (i.e. the "board"), where many of the members share infor-
mation and fun. 

Membership Report – Nancy reported that it's been a very 
active month in membership. With a little help from her friends, 
she has established an Access database.  In addition, she has 
signed up 19 new members and 3 associates, and renewed nu-
merous members.  She noted for the members present that the 
electronic Between The Spokes newsletter  is now the norm, and 
that if anyone prefers a paper copy mailed, they must notify her. 

Editor Report – Nancy introduced Bob Steele, who has re-
cently assumed the Editor position.  He said that he is looking 
for input for the BTS in the form of stories and/or pictures.  
Nancy encouraged long-time members to submit a profile and 
picture for the newsletter.  Bob indicated that he will send e-
mails to members to do some  rides. 

Ride Report – In Ed Phelps' absence, Nancy reported that the 
Grand Tour is underway.  Members are already collecting pic-
tures of the various items included on the Tour, and finding it a 
great excuse to ride. 

Square Route Rally – Dave Holt modeled the new Square 
Route Rally t-shirt, and Nancy announced that the rally is to be 
held at Thurmont June 2 - 4.  She mentioned that volunteers are 
still needed for sales, beer sales, registration, set-up and tear-
down.  Members who have not signed up may volunteer when 
they arrive at the rally site. Maria Vandergucht, Rally Co-Chair, 
added that the Vintage Club will have bikes at the rally, and that 
several tech seminars are being planned—Chaz Fisher will talk 
on electronics, Anton Largiader on final drive replacement, and 
Morton's BMW on suspension.   

 
 

In addition to the program already announced, two additional 
speakers are confirmed for Friday evening.  Doug Grosjean is a 
writer whose articles have appeared on the BMW MOA website 
or in the Owners News over the years, and who has recently 
written a book about the father/son relationship and motorcy-
cling.  Michael Friedle, BMW MOA Board Member and 2006 
Rally Co-Chair, will be available for a Question and Answer 
session. 

Meeting and Events  The Board is seeking volunteers to lo-
cate a site and organize the Holiday Party and the summer picnic 
for the club.  It is not too early to being planning the Holiday 
Party, as sites that are reasonable in cost are difficult to locate. 

Holiday Party – Member James Monroe has volunteered to 
arrange the holiday party for the coming year. 

Road Clean-Ups – The Maryland Clean-Up is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 30, and is being coordinated by Nancy Oswald. 
The Virginia Clean-Up is scheduled for Saturday, May 6, and is 
being coordinated by John Douglas. 

Up-coming Meetings – The Rally takes the place of the June 
meeting as usual, and Mike suggested that the July 9th meeting 
be held in the western part of Virginia, perhaps combined with 
the Club picnic.  Members suggested the Luray area, possibly the 
Brookside Restaurant on 211, or perhaps the farm offered up 
previously on the BMW Forum by a member. Prakash noted that 
he knew someone from IBA who might agree to speak at an up-
coming meeting, perhaps in June. The August meeting is set for 
Bob's BMW. 

May Meeting – The Board discussed the upcoming meeting 
on May 7, 2006. The meeting is to be held at Jim Snitker's house 
near Philomont, VA, and the Board discussed combining the 
meeting with the "camping expo" previously discussed.  Mem-
bers will be encouraged to set up their tents and camping equip-
ment for discussion and judging. Tech sessions are also a possi-
bility. Mike will get the door prizes to be given out that day, and 
Jim will look into transporting the tire changer prior to the meet-
ing date. 

Board Members present were: President Mike Enloe, Vice-
President Jim Bade, Editor, Bob Steele, In-coming Treasurer 
Elsie  Smith, and Secretary, Jody Douglas. 
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“BE There or BE Square” 
32nd Square Route Rally 

by Jim Bade, VP and Rally Chair 
I am very pleased to announce the 2006 BMWBMW Square 

route Rally in Thurmont Maryland, June 2-4, 2006! 
  

We have an exciting venue this year. Great location in the 
Cotoctin Mountains, Excellent roads, good food, and best yet, a 
bunch of world-class speakers! 

  
Friday night’s Keynote speaker will be Melissa Pierson, au-

thor of The Perfect Vehicle, the quintessential book on why we 
ride, and on Saturday night we will have Dave Searle editor of 
Motorcycle Consumer News as our Keynote speaker. 

  
Motojournalism seminar with Dave Searle and Robert Hell-

man, Bob Higdon and Bill Shaw. We will be giving a seminar on 
Saturday on Motojournalism, and their experiences. This should 
be an incredible opportunity to learn from the very best. Doug 
Grosjean will also be presenting his new book “Wheels”, and be 
available for discussion.  

 
Morton’s BMW is giving a seminar on the different suspen-

sion types and how to set them up. Bob’s is giving a seminar on 
how to buy and sell a used bike from a dealer or an individual. 
Anton Largiader will be giving a tech presentation. Linda Roo-
kard of Lady Riderswear will be giving a seminar on riding fab-
rics and innovations for men and women rider’s gear. Chaz 
Fisher will be presenting a seminar on motorcycle electrics and 
answering questions. Pam Fisher will be showing the MSF 
Group Riding Video. 

 
Of course no rally would be complete without good food, and 

we have it for you. The cost of admission includes chili on Fri-
day night, first come first served, dinner on Saturday night, free 
coffee and soda all weekend, available breakfast on Saturday 
morning for a nominal fee, and a mobile chuck wagon open Fri-
day night and all day on Saturday. Beer will also be available for 
sale on Friday night and all day Saturday. So bring your party 
hat! 

 
Also included in the price of admission is free camping on 

the excellent grounds, first come first served for location, and 
several bunkhouses for those who prefer a regular bed, also first 
come fist served with about 100 beds available in several cabins 
and a group bunkhouse. Of course plenty of restrooms and show-
ers are also available.  

 
We are going to have a few Rally T-shirts available for you, 

but to make sure you get the size you want, and you can choose 
different styles, go to http://
www.cafepress.com/2006bmwbmwsrr and order them ahead of 
time. 

  
Of course all the great things we have come to love about the 

Square Route Rally are still here. The great people, food, excel-
lent door prizes, Vendors, a flea market for BMW parts and three 
days of fun, and hopefully no rain! 

Old Member Re-Introduction 
By Susie Stout (BMWBMW the real #1) 
I make an occasional meeting but have ridden very little 

for most of the past 5 years because I keep breaking things 
(leg, toes) and complications have kept me off the bikes for 
the most part, but hope to get back on this year. 

Guess I'm member #1 because it was my idea to start a 
club, and I was the only one of the four (Roland Cyr, Stan 
Stroup, Pat Mitton Jeffries) who had ever been in one.  I 
was also the first rally chairperson because I was the only 
one who had ever been to one (we fixed THAT prob-
lem!!).  It's a long story....some of it was covered in an 
article about how the club got its name a couple of years 
ago. I donated all my old copies of BTS from the begin-
ning to the club awhile back and I think someone scanned 
them so that may be good fodder. 

Both of my Beemers have been in the shop since last 
fall...my first Beemer (but not first bike!) is an '72 R50/5 
which is hopefully being rebuilt; you remind me I need to 
check on the '81 R100RT  

Gee, do you think the young pups in the club cares 
about us old farts?   
Yes, Susie, we care and hope to 

see you at the Rally! 
 

http://www.cafepress.com/2006bmwbmwsrr
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2006 SQUARE ROUTE RALLY REGISTRATION FORM 

Door Prize Drawing Saturday Night  Speakers  
 Great food  Flea Market   

 Tech Sessions  And MORE!!! 

32nd ANNUAL 
Square Route Rally 

 Three days and two nights of excellent 
rides in the Catoctin Mountains with 
Washington, DC and historic Gettysburg 
only an hour’s ride away 

 Rally pin and mug to the first 400. Satur-
day night feast and door prize coupons 
included with your registration 
 

 Loads of vendors 
 Cabin space available on first-come, 

first-serve basis 
 Wooded, open and quiet camping 

areas available. Motels available in 
nearby Thurmont. 

 Updates and registration form at 
http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/ 

 SEND CHECKS TO: 
BMWBMW, c/o Jim Bade 
5001 Prestwick Dr 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
Checks payable to: 
BMWBMW 
Or use www.Paypal.com 
  -- treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
Pre-reg postmarked: May 15 
Info: Call Mike at 703-772-8296 
 or email vp@bmwbmw.org 

DIRECTIONS: From U.S. Rt. 15, north of 
Frederick, MD, take exit at Thurmont, MD 
marked Rt. 77 West. Continue through parks 
and make left turn on Brown Road. Go about 1/2 
mile and make left into Camp West Mar. 

 OTHER: Gate registration opens 12 noon, Friday, 2 June. Beer is 
available on site. Pins and mugs to first 400 registrants. Registra-
tion awards are based on information from this form and will be 
awarded to BMW motorcycles and their riders/passengers.  

NO PETS, NO PETS, NO PETS - Sorry. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON PRESENT THE: 

June 2nd- 4th, 2006  Camp West Mar,  
Thurmont, MD 

____Adults x $30 = ___________________  

____Adults x $35 = ___________________  

____Children x $1/yr. =________________  

Cash      Check # _____________________  

Rider: Sex  M  F  Age __________________  
Passenger: Sex  M  F  Age______________  
Direct Mileage to Rally from your home ____  
Local Club (one only, please spell out name)
________________________________________  
and the Club’s # for MOA ______________  
OR the Club’s # for RA ________________  
(i.e., BMWBMW is MOA Club #40) 
Motorcycle Information: 
  Make ______________________________  
  Model _____________________________  
  Year ______________________________  
Sidecar, Information: Year ____________ 
  Make/Model________________________  

    Pre-Registration  $30/Adult Children: $1 per year  
up to age 15 

   At the Gate     $35/Adult Children: $1 per year  
up to age 15 

RIDER_________________________________________________________ 
PASSENGER(S)_______________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________ 
CITY___________________________________________________________ 
STATE/ZIP  ___________________________________________________ 

PayPal Receipt number (if applicable)______________________________ 
 
This rally is open to BMW motorcycle riders and their guests. 
 
I/We hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan 

Washington, Camp West Mar, caterers and entertainers, for any liability resulting from 
damages, loss or personal injury while attending the 2006 Square Route Rally, or for 
any cause of action I now have, or in the future may have against them. This waiver 
extends to my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns. 

 
Rider Signature   __________________________________________ 
 
Passenger(s) Signature__________________________________________ 

http://www.bmwbmw.org/rally/
mailto:treasurer@bmwbmw.org
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Have you ever wondered what those long distance 
rallies were all about?  The Void Rally is a 12 hour 
mini-rally providing you the opportunity get your feet 
wet in this exhilarating sport.  Registration opened on 
April 15th and closes in early Sep. The rally is the Oct 
13 - 15th.  Visit http://www.rallythevoid.org for more 
information. 

In 2005, Mark Sigley won the solo class in 
the inaugural Void Rally in October. This was a10-
hour, 500-mile cap rally originating in Lynchburg, VA, 
on October 15. Club members Nancy Oswald 
(finished13th), Tim VanVranken (finished 16th) 
and Elsie Smith (DNF) also participated 
with great enthusiasm. 

To the right, John House, Friday night’s winner of 
“10 Years on Two Wheels” is congratulated by Mor-
ton’s owner Jeff Massey and motojournalist Helge 
Pedersen. 

VOID Rally 

Stacy and Steve Huff of Wheels 2 Africa answer ques-
tions about their charity at Morton’s Open House 

 

http://www.rallythevoid.org
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Jetting with Jed  
Thurmont, MD 
 By Bob Steele 
Probably most of you, or at least the long-term mem-

bers, have been to the Square Route Tally in Thurmont, 
MD since it is in it’s 32nd year.  I must admit that while I 
knew where Thurmont is (near Camp David), I wasn’t fa-
miliar with area because most of my riding has been in the 
Shenandoah Valley, West Virginia, and western PA.  I 
thought I’d research some routes for the upcoming Rally. 
But where to start? The 2006 BMWBMW Membership 
Directory of course. 

I sent an email to Jed Hargrave (#25077) since he lives 
in Thurmont to see if he had mapped out any routes.  He 
got right back to me: “I have been retired for over 10 years 
and always welcome someone to get out and ride with.  
Give you a chance to see Stoneleigh Farm circa 1767. To-
morrow is going to be a “beatious” day so give me a call if 
you want to come up.”  Now, I just hate having to leave 
work early on a “beatious” spring day and a Friday to boot.  
But I had to gather some important route information for 
the club. 

I met Jed at his humble abode, some 200+ acres with a 
restored farm house and various other out buildings that 
have also been restored. The former hay barn was con-
verted into  a “playroom” with an assortment of restored 
dirt bikes.  

Show above—1972 Yamaha DT250 Enduro; 1974 Honda TL 
125 Trials; 1975 Bultaco Sherpa T 350 Trials; 2002 Suzuki 
DRZ400s 

My 1150 GS was put to the test but I was able to keep 
his tail lights inv view, at least some of the time.  I can’t 
tell you where most of the roads were, but there was one 
road that you must check out at the Rally—Catoctin Hol-
low Road. 

This narrow road was nothing but twisties, blind 
corners, and beautiful landscape.  Hopefully, you can 
ride it like we did; no slow pokes in front.  You’ll 
also need to find High Rock for the great view, but I 
have no idea where it is. 

After getting some lunch, we beat feet through the 
back roads in an around Catoctin Mountain State 
Park and Cunningham Falls State Park. Jed has been 
racing and riding motorcycles all of his life so me can 
make his 2005 1200 GS move through the twisties. 

So what’s the point!  There are some great roads 
to devour during the Rally weekend. Oh, I did re-
member to get the trip tics from Jed so that they’ll be 
available at the Rally. 

Fully decked out 2005 1200GS which Jed says he 
rides the most on the back roads of Thurmont. 

 
Another of Jed’s restored motorcycles—1979 Honda 
CB 750F Super Sport—she roared like a lion when he 
turn it over. 
 

Hope to see you all at the 32nd Square 
Route Rally in Thurmont, MD! 
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Georgia's Oconee Ranger District of the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forest will begin charging a $5 daily trail per-
mit fee for use of the Town Creek -- Roberts Bike Camp off-
highway vehicle trail system. According to a Forest Service 
news release the funds collected will "be used for the continued 
safe operation and maintenance of the OHV trail system." For 
more information, contact the Forest's recreation fee coordinator, 
Carolyn Hoffman, at (770) 297-3030. 

Idaho Governor Dirk Kempthorne recently signed S1367 into 
law. The new law, which takes effect July 1, 2006, allows a mo-
torcycle to proceed through a traffic-actuated signal ('stuck' on 
red) after certain standards are met. 
    Idaho is only the fourth state (after Arkansas, Minnesota and 
Tennessee) to successfully pass legislation of this type. ABATE 
of North Idaho Inc., with assistance from the AMA, led the effort 
for the new law. 

   Ohio's Wayne National Forest has announced that it will 
not be implementing any fee hikes this year. After initiating a 
public input process on proposed increases for camping and mo-
torized trail use fees, Forest Supervisor Mary Reddan has deter-
mined that an oversight council must approve the proposed fee 
increases, putting off any increase until at least 2007. To com-
ment on the proposal, go to the Forest's website at 
www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne. 

    The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA), working 
with other motorcycle-rights organizations, and with the grass-
roots support of Ohio motorcyclists, has derailed proposed state 
legislation that would have required all motorcyclists under 25 in 
Ohio to wear helmets.  
The helmet provision arose almost as an afterthought on legisla-
tion that was originally intended to raise funds for agencies that 
provide services to persons who have suffered a traumatic brain 
injury. The bill, originally introduced late last year by Ohio state 
Rep. Tom Patton (R-Strongsville), would have raised penalties 
for offenses such as driving with a suspended license. Some of 
the money raised by the higher fines would have gone to the 
agencies that treat victims of traumatic brain injury, including 
one in Patton's district. However, tacked on to the end of the bill 
was a provision to change Ohio's motorcycle helmet law. 
    Currently, Ohio requires riders with less than one year of ex-
perience or under the age of 18 to wear a helmet. Patton's origi-
nal bill would have raised the age requirement to 25.  
Further, it would have increased penalties for not wearing a hel-
met, mandating a $500 fine and either a weekend jail sentence or 
mandatory safety training.  
    When the AMA and other organizations spread word about 
the proposal, grassroots motorcyclists responded. The ensuing 
flood of e-mails and phone calls to Patton's office convinced him 
to reconsider.  
    An even better outcome of Patton's discussions with motorcy-
clists was that he agreed to co-sponsor another pending bill in 
the Ohio legislature that would increase penalties for drivers who 
violate right-of-way laws and injure or kill another roadway user.  
    That measure, House Bill 388, was introduced by Representa-
tive Jon Peterson (R-Delaware) and resulted from the Ohio 
Right-of-Way Working Group's efforts. The bill fits in with the 
AMA's Justice for All campaign.  

...IN MEMORIAM 

Larry Grodsky, Motorcyclist, mentor, writer and friend, 
passed away Saturday night riding home from California. A deer 
jumped out in front of him in Texas.  
Services were held Tuesday, April 11, 2006 at the Burton L 
Hirsch funeral parlor in Pittsburgh, PA,  In lieu of flowers, 
Larry's family requests donations to Brother's Brother Founda-
tion at brothersbrother.org. Please take a moment and think of 
Larry and the wonderful work he did for motorcycling. 

Bernie Stuecker had a massive heart attack and has passed 
away.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family. A thread 
has been created on the message boards for folks to post memo-
ries and tributes to Bernie.  Please share any stories or pictures 
you have with the club. 

The Off-Highway Vehicle community recently lost one of 
their most outstanding activists. Harold Soens, a popular and 
active champion of the off-road community died of a heart attack 
at his home in Santee, California. He was 66.Soens was presi-
dent of the San Diego Orr-Road Coalition and an AMA Life 
Member. He was known and respected nationally for his in-
volvement in AMA, Blue Ribbon Coalition, National OHV Con-
servation Council, San Diego Off-Road Coalition, and many 
other organizations. Harold will be surely missed in the OHV 
community. 

In the News 

www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne.
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Whimsical Nancy Cont’d  

Although the landscape of northern Ohio leaves much 
to be desired, the road itself is not bad for torching a tank or two. 
I guess I can leak the fact that I nabbed the Indiana border before 
looping back around to Ann Arbor… 

At a stop in Michigan, I met a guy who told me about a 
very neat motorcycle shop “just down the road in Leslie.”  It was 
a grey and kind of gloomy day so the hot coffee my new friend, 
Mike, promised sounded like a great idea.  Not to mention that 
any motorcycle shop I’ve been to on the road has welcomed a 
traveler off the road with open arms. I was not disappointed this 
time.  Vic and Barb at Indian Motorcycle Leslie – Choppers to 
Jaw Droppers! – were great!  Vic sells mostly customs and the 
Indians he has left over from his days as an Indian dealer.  In 
Michigan, it’s all about American Iron.   

Everyone I met was clearly brand agnostic and they 
liked all bikes and all those who ride. It’s not just a motorcycle 
shop.  Vic is also a Bluegrass picker and runs The Pickin’ Parlor 
out of the same shop.  I instantly thought of the Bluegrass Camp 
Night coming up in June.  I need to get a note to Vic to tell him 
about it.  Check him out at www.indianmcleslie.com. 

I rolled in to my sister’s driveway at about 2 PM on 
Saturday just as my brother-in-law, Juha, was heading out for a 
run with his friend, Mario.  They were very impressed with the 
bike and promised to check it out when they got back.  The kids 
were less impressed than I thought they would be.  Sanelma was 
more interested in counting how many Hello Kitties she could 
find on the bike.  But that’s okay because now she knows that 
girls CAN ride their own motorcycles.  Mario, a U Mich profes-
sor visiting from Germany, told me that Kitty was a very serious 
motorbike.   

I got back on the road about 8:30 the following morn-
ing, determined to avoid the PA Turnpike at all costs.  Taking I-
79 to I-68 is a much more pleasant route.  I took a short detour 
off 68 in West Virginia to get some nicer roads mixed in.  It got 
me back in the frame of mind I needed after 300 + miles on the 
super slab.   

 
 
 

 
 

Whimsical Nancy Cont’d from page 1 
Friday’s ride was rainy and icky and in my quest to grab 

a Great Tour item, I wound up on back roads in the dark and 
heavy rain.  I decided to just trust Gina, my trusty GPS, to get 
me back on the main roads.  I knew she was leading me toward 
the worst road in the US, but at that point, I didn’t care.  I was 
hearing those coworkers questioning my sanity and beginning to 
wonder if perhaps they were right. 

I found my way to the PA Turnpike eventually.  Despite 
the fact that it is a horrible road, I was relieved to get a few miles 
behind me before stopping for the night.  I asked the toll collec-
tor at exit 67 where the motels were and he mentioned that there 
was a Holiday Inn Express right off the ramp. Then he thought a 
moment and said, “Unless you might want to park the bike and 
have a drink or 5 – you look like you could use it.  Then he sug-
gested the Conley Inn down this road a mile or so.”   

I hadn’t thought of it until he said it, but an adult bever-
age sounded like a fine idea.  Conley Inn it shall be but that 
turned out to be a mistake.  I won’t drone on about the place, but 
it was bad.  If you find yourself on the PA Turnpike looking for 
a motel, do yourself a favor and go to exit 57. Don’t take exit 
67.The next morning I woke refreshed and determined to put all 
this PA unpleasantness behind me.  I hit the road at 5:30 ready to 
gather lots of bonii and see Sanelma and the twins (her 2.5 year 
old little brother and sister) that afternoon.  Though the rain had 
stopped, it was fairly chilly and dreary in the morning.   The 
Gerbings jacket fixed that right up – Kitty and I settled in for the 
rest of the trip to Michigan. 

I’m a firm believer in 100 miles before breakfast and so 
I stopped for a quick meal and some coffee during my next fuel 
stop.  Say what you like about the Ohio Turnpike.  For a super 
slab, I like it.  I’m originally from the shadows of NYC in New 
Jersey.  We paid tolls everywhere we went so toll roads don’t 
phase me.  The rest areas along the Ohio Turnpike were reasona-
bly clean, not too crowded and had what I needed and wanted.  
There was even a very friendly lady who worked at one of the 
kiosks and had a million questions for me about my ride.  In a 
curious and interested way – not in the usual are-you-out-of-
your-mind way.   

http://www.indianmcleslie.com.
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Aside from your bike, your body’s your most  
valuable asset. We’ve got a unique way to  
protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat 
you’ve tried. It’s a special polymer engineered  
to eliminate the aches and pains the can make 
even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as  
either a top cushion in a variety of fabrics, colors 
and designs or it can be professionally installed on 
a permanent basis in your seat. 

To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free 
at 866-859-5699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com. 

Inaugural VA Road Pick Up May 6 
 
The BMWBMW has adopted a 2-mile stretch of Crest Hill Road 
in Fauquier County, a couple of miles west of Marshall VA. Our 
first pick up will be Saturday, May 6, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
Afterward we can get some lunch, and then there are some excel-
lent roads to ride.  
 
We'll meet at the northeast intersection of Crest Hill Road and 
Elihu Hill Road. From the west edge of Marshall follow the U.S. 
55/U.S. 17/I-66 sign, but cross I-66 and turn right the first oppor-
tunity past the I-66 off-ramp. That's Crest Hill Road, Rt. 647. 
Map is provided on the club’s web page… 

 

 

May Meeting Camping Expo 
 

   The May meeting will be held at Jim Snitker's farm in Philo-
mont, VA.  We are going to try something different for this 
meeting.  Since we have many new people in the club and rally 
season is just getting started, a suggestion was made to have a 
camp set-up and packing demo.  Instead of listening to a few 
stuffed shirts espouse their opinions, we want to let YOU be the  
experts. Come prepared with your own camp set-ups.  
    Here's how it will work: Show up at early Sunday morning 
and have your "camp site" set up by 11am.  We'll conduct the 
membership meeting business, and then start the show and tell. 
We'll give everyone a few minutes to talk about their set-up and 
then have questions and open discussion. I am sure we'll discuss 
pros/cons of various camp gear, what to pack, how to pack, 
etc.  Whatever people want to discuss.  At the end, we'll give 
everyone a chance to vote on who has the best camp set-
up.  Prizes will be awarded so get your stuff together. 
    Don't forget to bring a camp chair or blanket to sit on and a fat  
foot for your kickstand!  Jim's address is: 20670 Beaverdam 
Bridge Rd. Philomont, VA 20131-0219. The sign at the drive-
way entrance is Green Apple Farm. (note to Garmin/ MapQuest 
users: Jim's address appears as Middleburg, VA to some map-
ping software). GPS Coordinates are:  N39 02.880 W77 44.507  
    There is talk of also having a tech day/tire day after the meet-
ing. We'll be polling folks on the message boards and if enough 
interest exists, we'll make it happen.  Please check the website 
for more information! 
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BMWBMW breakfast rides are 
informal gatherings of members who 
meet for breakfast and ride afterward. 
Not all members participate in the 
after-breakfast rides, and many 
members like to show up solely for 
the breakfast. Interested? Show up 
early, look for tables with motorcycle 
helmets, and don't be shy about 
introducing yourself! If you'd like 
more information, or to volunteer to 
lead a ride one weekend, call the rides 
chairman. 
 

Note: Schedules for breakfast 
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a 
ride take place if there is a club 
meeting or other major event 
scheduled on that day. Consult the 
message boards for late breaking changes 
or announcements. http://
www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 
 
Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa 
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-882-
3155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping 
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads, 
across from the Home Depot at I-695 
& Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 
410-256-0970. 
 
Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-
271-7373. Directions: Take I-270 
north to Frederick, MD and continue 
north on U.S. 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop 
sign, then left at traffic light. The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left. 
 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 
Lee Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 
540-347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 
west to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) 
toward Gainesville/Warrenton. 

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS BREAKFAST RIDES 
Battley Cycles 
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 
take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark 
Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left. 
 
Bob's BMW 
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 
38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic 
light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one mile on the right.  
 
Lap's Quality Cycle 
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take 
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto 
Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke 
Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above. 
 
Morton's BMW 
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-
9844. From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) 
on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left 
onto Courthouse Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at 
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles. 
 
Speed’s Cycle 
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95 
North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3 
miles. We are on the left just before Levering Avenue. 
 
Camp West Mar, Thurmont MD 
From US Route 15 North of Frederick MD take the exit at Thurmont marked 
Rt. 77 (West). Follow it West for 7 miles and turn left onto Brown Road. 
Proceed about 0.4 mile and turn left into Camp West Mar. 

Ride-To-Eat’s 
(RTE) are informal gatherings of 

BMWBMW members whomeet for dinner. 
These gatherings are regularly scheduled for 
the first andthird week of each month and are 
alwaysplanned and announced on the club’s 
web message board. Typically, the Virginia 
RTE is the first Wednesday and the 
Maryland RTE is the third Thursday. The 
restaurant is always different and the dates 
occasionally change. Additionally, 
impromptu ride-to-eats are always popping 
up. Interested? 

Check out the message boards Events 
section and look for “Ride-To-Eat” or 
“RTE.” 
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ 

Wanted! 
Your Picture 

We’d love to have a picture of 
you and your BMW. 
Send an message to 

mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org 
with a “short” note and your name, 
what the bike is and where you are   

(if applicable).  Then, don’t be  
surprised if you receive an email 
from Nancy Oswald for a brief 
interview about yourself, your 

bike, why you joined the club, etc. 

mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
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MEMBERS’ MARKET 

 

MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE 
 

O2 R1150RT  Silver,  35K miles, 
radio, heated hand grips, motorized 
windshield, great road touring bike or 
commuter bike for HOV. Save gas. 
Asking $8,700. call Richard 703-963-
4036. (07/06) 

 
1984 R65, 95K miles, Corbin saddle, 

bags, trunk, windshield, gel battery, good 
tires, GPS3+. 1972 R75/5with 180 
Velorex 562L sidecar Fenris - 1984 R65 
Jormungand 2002 R1150RS  Bob King 
301-262-5978 robert.e.king@verizon.net 
(07/06) 

 
04 R1150GS Adventure, Silver. Less 

than 2,800 miles, w/Adventure hard cases 
included. Never off-road, always garaged 
and BMW serviced. $12,800 OBO. Call 
Anthony:  at 703-945-2571; 
mailto:a.s.altman@att.net  (02/06) 

 
02 Honda Silver Wing 600cc, 

maroon, under 100 mi. battery charged, 
ready to ride! Two season Honda 
warranty to Sept 07. Cost well over $8K; 
make any reasonable offer. Reason For 
Sale, bad health; all bikes going. Contact 
Bernie at (h) 703-790-1836, McLean; (w) 
703-235-3813; leave a message! (03/06) 

 
98 R1100RT, Sinus “dark” Blue. 

Excellent condition, garage kept, < 23K 
miles. Heated grips, ABS, cyl guards, 
BMW bags incl. top case, Aeroflow 
windshield, new sealed battery, Air Rider 
gel seat insert. $7,950. Jim, 703-644-
2465 or vze8msw7@verizon.net (03/06) 

 
 
00 R1100RT has 71,717 mi, has 

always been garage kept; it now needs a 
new throttle cable so asking $ 7,500.00. 
Call Georgianne at 301-695-2632, or 
gstreeter1@netzero.com for pictures 
(04/06) 

 
79 R65, Champagne, 21,000 miles, 

$3,000.00, Matching Lufty faring, 
Reynolds rack, ugly top box but it works 
and is easily removable, recent gel 
battery, recent rear tire and front brakes 
with caliper rebuild, EPics available.  
202-363-0292 in DC or 
mailto:woxof_2@msn.com  (03/06) 

 
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an 

updated classic - RS faring, custom 

painted BMW RS colors Savanna Beige
(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S dual front 
brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank, fenders & seat 
pan, Corbin seat, Krauser bags & bag 
liners, Reynolds rack with rear rack, 
BMW tank bag, Eclipse tank bag, tank 
cover, RS pocket bags, Bike cover, Lester 
wheels, ride off,  Engine - dual plugged, 
electronic ignition, K&N air filter, top end 
rebuild at 39,000, balanced and 
blueprinted from rods up, light flywheel, 
clutch replaced at TE rebuild, updated 
shift kit, /7 valve covers, deep oil pan. 
Suspension - San Jose Fork brace, triple 
clamp, anti dive kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 
& ME 99 2000 miles, new Westco battery, 
Instruments - oil pressure, oil temp, amp 
meter, clock. 35 yrs of BMW stuff. 
New /6 mufflers in box, S back rest with 
rack, books, sales brochures, spare 
parts...my life! You get the bike; I keep 
the trophies! $7,500.00 Contact Steve 
Flesner 410-586-8179 or 
Flesner00@comcast.net for good photos 
(11/05) 

 
76 R75, black, RS bars, new rod 

bearings and top end, 84k mi, runs exc, 
looks good, $2,750. WANTED: For /6 - 
tank/fenders/side covers, any color; also 
R90S fairing. 540-882-3265 (eves) VA or 
Peter at pagruner@starpower.net (11/05) 

 
73 Suziki GT-185, 12,420 miles. Blue, 

good condition, two stroke, was running 
when stored in garage. Needs: tank de-
gunked, tires. TLC, etc. A project bike for 
you. $450. Epics available, 202-363-0292 
in DC, or mailto:woxof_2@msn.com 
(03/06) 

 
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE 
 
Cee Bailey +6' +2' windshield fits 04 

R1150RT $150.00; Sebring cat eliminator 
R1150GS $299.00; Stock bags with 
mounts, left bag base damaged $150.00; 
RCU R1150RT accessory shelf $50.00; 
Top case Fits older K-LT and R1150GS 
with adapter $299.00; Call Ed 410-804-
6286 or Eabbott410@aol.com (01/06) 

 
Rear rim (170-60-17) from a K 1200 

RS - $225;  Battery tender plus - $35; 
Parabellum wind shield tall for a K1200 
RS - $75;  Garmin Metro Guide North 
America V6 - $30.  All items are new or in 
excellent condition. Call Jaime Henriquez, 
301-587-1833 or email 
MPCPAngeC@aol.com  (03/06) 

 
 

Self adjusting shock for K1100LT 
hardly used. Bike was too tall; had to 
lower it. $100. Call George at 202-623-
1839 from 9 to 4 or 301-963-2911 after 
work; mailto:georgea@iadb.org  (03/06) 

 
Aerostich Road Crafter two-piece suit, 

red/silver, nearly new, no fading, sealed 
seams. Fits 5’8" to 5’9" tall, 120-130 lbs, it 
was my wife’s suit and it fit a tall thin 
woman very well, not baggy or loose, has 
the bib, a neck triangle, and also have a 
First Gear rain suit to over fit, and an 
extra-small Shuberth helmet (white). If you 
are a tall thin woman trying to find a nice 
suit to fit, this is it. Clyde MclLaughlin, 
chesapeakeimport@erols.com  (04/06) 

 
Bakup riders backrest, fits 2000 - 

R1100RT, exc. cond. $175 obo, and Luft. 
fairing & rear trunk, black, came off of ‘78 
R80, fair condition $75 obo. Contact 
Kenny pineygreenbison@hotmail.com or 
call 434-292-5187 (05/06) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 6, 2006 
BMWBMW Monthly General Membership Meeting at Jim 

Snitker's farm in Philomont, VA (see details on page 15) 

May 5-7, 2006 http://www.bmwmoga.info/ 
16th Georgia Mountain Rally Pre-registration $35 by 4/15.  

May 19-21, 2006 http://www.trialsusgp.com/index.cfm 
FIM World Trial Championship in Sequatchie, TN 

May 26-28, 2006 http://www.masondixon20-20.org/ 
The Mason-Dixon 20-20 Rally on Memorial Day weekend, for the 

growing number of BMWBMW members with LDR aspirations! 

June 2-4, 2006  http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3367   
BMWBMW 32nd Annual Square Route Rally (See Jim’s report 

on page 8). 

June 24-25, 2006  http://www.bluegrassbookbank.org/ 
Motorcycle Camp Night 2006 in Blue Grass, VA—motorcycle 

camping, food and friends (see details in web page message board 
under Events).. 

July 6-9, 2006      http://bmwra.org/rally/ 
BMW RA’s International Rally somewhere near Boise Idaho.  

Details firming up at above link. 

July 8, 2006    
  BMWBMW summer picnic—details to be announced in June 

BTS and on the web page 

July 20-23, 2006   http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally06/
welcome.htm 

BMW MOA’s 33rd Annual International Rally in Essex Junction 
near Burlington, Vermont.  Check the MOA website for details! 

July 28-30, 2006     http://www.amadirectlink.com/ 
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) presents Vintage 

Motorcycle Days, at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, 
Ohio. The calendar change aligns VMD with the AMA Honda Super 
Cycle Weekend presented by Dunlop Tire the following weekend, 
August 4-6, when the AMA Superbike Championship races comes to 
Mid-Ohio. 

 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official 
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a 
complete list of motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://
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Aug 18-20, 2006 http://www.4windsBMW.org/ 
40th Annual Four Winds BMW Riders Rally Redbank 

Valley Municipal Park, 2.5 miles northeast of New 
Bethlehem, PA. 18 miles south of Interstate 80 on Rt. 28. GPS 
coordinates: N 41 00.94, W 79 17.52 or e-mail Tom at 
mailto:tomprimke@juno.com 
 
Think of any events you want  
listed in the he next issue of BTS,  
Notify the Editor 

http://www.bmwmoga.info/
http://www.trialsusgp.com/index.cfm
http://www.masondixon20-20.org/
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3367
http://www.bluegrassbookbank.org/
http://bmwra.org/rally/
http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally06/welcome.htm
http://www.amadirectlink.com/
http://www.4windsBMW.org/


May 2006 20 Between the Spokes    ©2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

Motorcycles 
(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1 _____________________  
#2 _____________________  
#3 _____________________  
Total BMW miles ridden: _____  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 
_______________________  

Name ____________________________________________  
Associate _________________________________________  
Street ____________________________________________  
City, State, ZIP_____________________________________  
Occupation _______________________________________  
Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 
E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
I’d be willing to help with the 
following areas or committees: 
 

   Government affairs  Rally 
   Membership  Rides 
   Newsletter  Safety 
   Sales  Technical 
   Meetings & events  Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
Application for Membership/Change of Address 

Please check the appropriate box 
 New Member        Renewal        Change of Address 

Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I require a paper copy.    

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 
Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address 

as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have 
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Nancy Oswald, 1933 Frederick Rd, Baltimore, MD 21228 

12/01/2005 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Nancy Oswald 
1933 Frederick Road 
Baltimore, MD 21228 FIRST CLASS  

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
   16-25           46-55 
   26-35           56+ 
   36-45 
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