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2006 Rides Challenge!

March 2006

2005 European Travel Report, wrap-up

by Ed Phelps, #1327

by Phil Ager, #1441

Warmer weather is just around the corner, and those going
to Florida are determined to get a jump on the riding season. We
have a fun and exciting rides program set up for this year. As
announced last month, the premier ride will be the BMWBMW
Great Tour. The letters B-M-W-B-M-W-G-T each are a category
topic. The topics are Rivers, Parks, Mountains, Counties, Post
Offices, States, Animals n Birds and finally, BMWBMW
members and you. I just had to add two more categories in order
to make the contest that much more interesting!
When you spell out the tour’s name you have
BAYERISCHE MOTOREN WERKE BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON GREAT TOUR. Find ten rivers that start
with the letters that make up the spelling of BAYERISCHE and
you will get 10 points for each river and a 100 point bonus for
getting all ten rivers. The requirements are listed on the ID
number placard that you will need to join in the fun. There are a
total of 61 letters to fill in but we’ll just have to wait and see if
anyone will get them all.
So e-mail or phone me to get your number. Or better yet, I
will have them at the club meetings starting with March meeting
at Morton’s. E-mail me at: rides@bmwbmw.org or give me a call
(410) 781-7521.
We’ll once again have unique awards distributed at the
Holiday Party for the winners of the 2006 rides challenge. So get
your number and join us for some fun riding time. And don’t
forget, we’ll also have a passenger (two up) award.

Fri, 16Sep05 [297 k:186 mi - continued]
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We then casually cruised down a long Austrian valley
toward Hopfgarten in Defereggen where we eventually found
petrol at an “affordable” gas stop – 16 l. @ 1.129 EU/l. for 18EU
(~$22.25). We soon passed through some road construction and
very heavy traffic in Lienz, and proceeded onto our MoHo,
Iselsbergerhof, on the road to the Grossglockner in Iselsberg.
Since we arrived around 13:30, we just had time for some lunch
before the kitchen closed. I had some good Goulash with spuds
and a Coke for 10EU.
We then had to decide what to do because it was still early,
and we knew that a nasty weather front was coming south over
the Alps. Without objection from Daniel, Glen, Joey, and myself
headed off to explore the Großglockner. It was on our planned
itinerary for Saturday, but we just didn’t want to miss the
opportunity, even if it had an 17EU toll, to go see what all the
hoopla was about. So Phil led the way and we had an energetic
ride up to the tollbooths. As we climbed ever higher, it cooled
down fast so we stopped to at least button things up and perhaps
to put on our electric liners.

We could see the mountaintop shrouded in fog and snow, so
we really didn’t know what to expect. They were also running
some sort of antique car rally, and there were many photographers and rally officials both where we stopped and up at the
Grossglockner parking lot. The folks back at the hotel said they
also enjoyed watching the great variety of cars headed up the
highway. With the low cloud cover, the views of the Pasterze
Glacier were disappointing, but we still enjoyed the ride and the
chance to roam free. It turns out that the Grossglockner route is
actually a cul de sac. So we backtracked and headed up to the
Hoch Tor [High Gate] (2,575m:8,449'), which is actually a long
tunnel that leads drivers north across the mountains.
After some pictures, we traveled thru the tunnel and arrived
at the Fuscher Tor (2,428m:7,968'). Here we located a small
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MD Highway Clean-up in April
Several years ago, the club decided to “adopt” a two-mile stretch of 214 (Central
Avenue) in Anne Arundel County. The state asks that adopting groups sign a two-year
agreement to pick up trash four times per year. BMWBMW’s participation waned over
the years, but was revitalized last year after John and Jody Douglas spotted the club’s
sign while riding along Central Avenue on their way to a Ride To Eat.
We only managed two pick-ups last year because we didn’t get going until midyear.
I’m hoping that organizing a schedule well in advance, with publication in the BTS and
a notice on the message boards, we’ll have good turnout and impress the folks at the
State Highway Department with the club’s volunteer spirit!
Our designated meeting spot is Davidsonville Elementary School on Central
Avenue in Davidsonville MD (~1 mile west of the intersection with 424). From there,
the group fans out east and west on Central Avenue picking up litter. With eight or more
volunteers, teams of 2+ can work each side of the road and get this done in short order
(about an hour).
The first pick up is planned for Sunday, April 30th at 9AM – meeting at said
elementary school. If you have questions or comments, please email me, Nancy Oswald,
at mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org or call 410-869-4954. Please let me know if you
plan on participating so that I can let you know if there’s a last minute change.

AMA Government Relations eNews
The Virginia Governor’s Motorcycle Advisory Council, which was named by Gov.
Mark R. Warner, includes 11 AMA members. The 31-person panel, comprised of state
and local officials, state agency representatives, and motorcycle enthusiasts [including
our own loyal supporter Tom McGrath], will promote motorcycle safety, tourism, and
business development. Creation of the council is the latest step in Governor Warner’s
“MotorcycleVirginia!” initiative.
Those named to the Virginia Governor’s Motorcycle Advisory Council include
representatives of the AMA Community Councils, AMA Chartered Clubs, and state
motorcyclists rights advocates as well as representatives of many state agencies.
Since its launch in 2004, “MotorcycleVirginia!” has produced more than 50,000
“Watch for Motorcycles” bumper stickers and created a website featuring Virginia’s
motorcycle routes, safety guidelines, and motorcycle resource links. For more information, visit http://www.motorcycleva.com
Pennsylvania recently revised the motorcycle learner s permit procedure. Prospective riders who are seeking a learner s permit must now pass the knowledge test before
the permit will be issued. Previously, learner s permits were issued without the requirement of the test.
Future riders can visit www.dmv.state.pa.us to learn more about Pennsylvania s
motorcycle licensing and safety program. Thanks go to http://www.amadirectlink.com/
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Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is
published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or duplication of any of its contents without the
written permission of BMWBMW is
strictly prohibited.

Advertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We
request that display advertisements be
submitted electronically no later than
the 10th of the month preceding the
month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email your submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Address Change
Please use the membership appli-cation/
address change form on the newsletter’s
last page and mail to:

Nancy Oswald
1933 Frederick Road
Baltimore, MD 21228
Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Safety: Any volunteers out there?
safety@bmwbmw.org

Membership: Nancy Oswald
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-869-4954
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Find us on the Internet at:
www.bmwbmw.org
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View From the Saddle

Here Comes the 2006 Square Route Rally

Recently a woman was killed in Purcellville when her
car left the roadway, overturned, and crashed into a shallow
creek. For a couple of weeks thereafter, letters to the editor
bashed VDOT and the Town for not putting a guardrail at
this particular location. Suggestions of criminal misconduct
of public officials were made. Evidently another crash and
fatality had occurred there at some time in the past and a
guardrail was recommended but never funded or installed.
But in all the articles and letters, in all the outrage and
bile that was spewed out, I saw no mention of why the
woman left the roadway in the first place. There were no
reports of a hit and run. No evidence given that she swerved
to avoid something. No suggestion of a mechanical failure,
such as a blow out. Not one person mentioned that had she
NOT ran off the road, she would still be alive today. Everyone focused on the missing guardrail. Don’t get me wrong,
it is tragic that she was killed and a guardrail is needed in
this location. She left behind a daughter who will have to
grow up without a mommy – all very sad.
But this incident just illustrates something that is even
MORE critical for motorcyclists: our safety is OUR responsibility. The police aren’t going to protect us. The legislature/congress isn’t going to do it. Other motorists? Hell,
sometimes I think they TRY to get us. We must take the
responsibility for our safety upon ourselves. We are the ones
who will be hurt or killed. We must be the ones who protect
ourselves.
I recently had an incident where I realized I had become
complacent in my riding. On my way to work one morning,
I had ignored several spots of frozen water on the road and
kept riding like it was 60deg and dry even though it was
32deg and there were plenty of wet spots. The icey spots
were small and the bike had no trouble running right across
them. At one point my rear stepped out a bit and “woke me
up” and I realized I had been ignoring clues all morning that
were telling me - slow down, wake up, and pay attention.
Moments later, as I was contemplating the realization that
over the past weeks and months I had grown complacent
and was not giving my riding and commuting the extra
attention that is required, an SUV ran a stop sign and missed
me by mere feet. Had I not rolled on full throttle, I would
have hit him broadside. I would have become a statistic.
Not just because the SUV driver couldn’t be bothered to
follow the traffic rules and stop, giving me the right of way
to safely pass. No, I would have been a statistic because I
wasn’t looking far enough ahead, spotting the dangers,
evaluating, and responding appropriately. I was putting my
safety in someone else’s hands, and that my friends is our
worst enemy.

Get ready for the 32nd Annual 2006 BMWBMW
Square Route Rally, where all roads lead to Camp West
Mar, and our favorite time of the year. The event takes
place on June 2-4, 2006 at in the beautiful Catoctin Mountains near Thurmont Maryland. This year we have a lot of
great things planned. Events, food, rides, and a world class
line-up of speakers and seminars for you to enjoy!
We have Friday night’s Keynote speaker Melissa
Pierson, author of The Perfect Vehicle, the quintessential
book on why we ride, and on Saturday night we’ll have
Dave Searle, editor of “Motorcycle Consumer News,” as our
Keynote speaker.
We’re planning several informational seminars that will
include a big Saturday evening Motojournalism seminar
with Dave Searle, Robert Hellman, Bob Higdon, Bill Shaw
and possibly Melissa Pierson. This should be an incredible
opportunity to learn from the very best and to sit-down
with our esteemed moto-journalists. We will also have a
couple tech demonstrations and a few as yet to be determined events.
We have rides planned for several different groups: one
ride specifically for vintage bikes, one for GS riders, one
for cruiser riders (and those inclined to take their time), and
one for those who love a little extra zip through the
twisties. We also have a mini-rally in the works. A six-hour
rally, not a race, with a special prize for the winner.
There will be vendors this year, as well as the usual
door prizes, always very nice items donated by local bike
shops and businesses. We also would like to host a flea
market on Saturday, so bring your old parts and memorabilia. Of course we’ll have the same high caliber of food
and drink available for our hungry riders: Friday’s chili
dinner and Saturday’s buffet dinner included in the cost of
admission. Saturday breakfast, and a mobile chuck wagon
serving excellent food for a modest fee, with draft beer for
sale as well. Sodas, as in the past, will be free for all.
Don’t forget, you can camp or you can use one of the
cabins, first come-first served, for sleeping accommodations. There is the chow hall to hang out in and eat, as well
as the pavilion for demonstrations and discussions with old
and new friends. We also have a bonfire on Saturday night
for those who like their libations under the stars.
This is the premiere event of the year for BMWBMW
and always draws a great crowd. See the Rally section of
the web site for more information, and come to the
BMWBMW Forum and see who else is going.
We also need volunteers for beer sales, BMW2 Store
sales, registration, and clean up. Please contact Jim Bade at
vp@bmwbmw.org if you’re willing to help out.
Come join the fun with us, and see why riding BMWs is
more than just riding a motorcycle!
Jim

Ride safe, ride often, and always Ride to Work.
mikeout…
Agree? Disagree? Let me know: president@bmwbmw.org
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

NEW MEMBER PROFILE

January 2006 Membership Report
as of January 31, 2006, for the February BoD meeting.
Membership Stats:
440 Full members plus 51 Associate members

491 Total members
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter
rather than receiving a printed copy: 123 / about 29%
New Members: 12 Full; 2 Associates

Mike Levin of Fallston, MD; referred by Bob’s BMW and
rides: ’05 K1200LT, ’06 HP2 and a ’47 Indian
Lee Armstrong of Andrews AFB; referred by Bob’s BMW
and rides a 2005 R1200GS
Bob and Mona Osborn of Stafford, VA; referred by
Morton’s BMW and are riding a 2005 K1200LT
Bill Thomas of Alexandria, VA rides a 2002 K1200LT
Chris Barritt of Mt. Airy, MD was referred by Bill
Dennison and rides a 1999 K1200LTC
Gregory DuMont of Falls Church, VA found us on the
web and rides a ’99 K1200RS and a ’99 V30 Magna
Stuart Ostroff of Ardmore, PA was referred by Anton and
rides an R100S
Roger Bates of Rixeysville, VA was referred by Morton’s
and rides a 2004 K1200GT
Richard Parker of the Netherlands (moving to our area)
rides a slew of BMWs
Kermit and Katy Jackson of Woodbridge, VA were
referred by Chaz and Pam Fisher
Lou Pilato of Montpelier, MD was referred by Roy
Alvarez
Lynn Scott of Gambrills, MD was referred by Bob’s BMW
and rides an R1150RT
Renewing Members: 14 Full members; 1 Associate
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is now the norm for all members unless
requested otherwise! If you are unable to view the newsletter
on-line, please write, call, or email Nancy at 1933 Frederick
Road, Baltimore, MD 21228, 410-869-4954,

mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org

Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville.
Classic Twins (1970 and later)
K bikes and Oilheads
Anton Largiadèr
Repairs and maintenance
(434) 295-0496 (h)
Tire installation
(434) 409-3767 (m)
Roadside rescue
anton@largiader.com

Hi Nancy,
I am a nearly 50 year-old engineer (July), born and raised in
the Commonwealth of Kentucky (and yes, I am a Kentucky
Colonel). I worked for a number of defense contractors in greater
Boston between 1979 and 1991 and I have spent the last 15 years
in Belgium and The Netherlands working for NATO in the area of
Information Security. This spring, I will join MITRE in McLean as
a member of the technical staff in their National Intelligence
Security department.
Over the past couple of years, I have owned a pair of BMW
bikes. The first, a 1980 R65, got me down to Dover on one long
weekend and up the eastern Scottish coast to Orkney and the
Shetland Isles on a two-week dawdle; and, a 1996 R850R that got
me to Aberystwyth (the Welsh coast) on one trip and down the
north coast of France to Mt. St. Michel, through the Channel
Islands, down to Cornwall and back home via the south coast of
England and the Isle of Wight on another two- week wander. I am
about to take possession of my third BMW, a 2005 US-spec
R1150RT, which I will bring to Virginia with me. Besides getting
out for short or long road trips when I can, I use my bike for
commuting and general transportation as much as possible. Given
the frequency of rain in The Netherlands, that means a fair amount
of riding in the wet, but that’s why God made GoreTex isn’t it?
Mostly, I ride solo and what I know about touring I have
learned through reading or by trial-and-error. Through
BMWBMW, I hope to broaden my skills and knowledge about
touring and pick up on some of the more social aspects of riding.
I am not much for roughing it on the road, favoring B&Bs and
pubs with lodging (especially pubs with lodging!) over camping.
I like to think that I am pretty good at logistics/lodging and routeplanning; maybe I could lend a hand to whoever organizes shortbreak tours?
Anyway, that is probably a bit more than you need for the
newsletter. I will be sure to keep an eye on the website . . . and yes,
that is how I found you; Google-ing for DC area BMW dealers
turned up your “BMW Shops” page. I expect life to bit a bit hectic
for the next couple of months with a trans-Atlantic household
move on the horizon, but I hope to get involved with
BMWBMW’s activities as soon as I can.
Regards,
Richard

Photo by Richard Parker

by Nancy Oswald

Richard’s spotless RT seems anxious to join in some VA Ride2Eat!
4
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Aside from your bike, your bodys your most
valuable asset. Weve got a unique way to
protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat
youve tried. Its a special polymer engineered
to eliminate the aches and pains the can make even
the shortest ride seem endless. Available as
either a top cushion in a variety of fabrics, colors
and designs or it can be professionally installed
on a permanent basis in your seat.

To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free
at 866-859-5699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com.
my son and visiting friends have a ride. Not to be
outdone, my brother-in-law bought a 2004 R1150GS
similar to mine. I’m also a car enthusiast (1996 BMW
M3 and 2002 M5) and love to drive. My son has been
riding in New Zealand and Vietnam since getting his
license last summer.
I joined BMWBMW to network with local riders and
to improve my riding skills and technical expertise. I
live in Bethesda and my local rides primarily follow the
Potomac out to western Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Beautiful country with twisty
roads and not that much traffic.
Stacey Berger

ANOTHER NEW MEMBER PROFILE
Thanks for my membership package; here are a
few random comments.
I’m a 52 year old with a passion for adventure and
travel. I have always wanted to ride, but didn’t have
the opportunity until recently. My brother-in-law
bought a second Beemer (1983 R100RS) in addition
to his 2002 R1200C, so I then had a motorcycle to
ride. I am in the commercial real estate finance industry and a number of my colleagues and business
associates are serious riders - MSF senior instructors,
Iron Butt riders, etc. so I had lots of encouragement.
I took a MSF course and also sent my 21 year old son
to another to make sure we had some basic safety
skills training.
I purchased a 2004 R1150GS in May and have
ridden about 6,000 miles so far. My first big ride
involved meeting a group of buddies from Kansas
City and Little Rock, Arkansas in Smoky Mountain
National Park. The first day I ever rode on the Interstate, I logged 540 miles and ended up riding the
Dragon, which was something of a surprise. We spent
the next couple of days riding through the park and up
the Blue Ridge Parkway to Skyline Drive. I was
seriously hooked!
I just bought a killer, low mileage, 1983 R100RS
that was stored in a garage unridden for years. Now
March 2006
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Photo by Bill Shaw

Hi Nancy,

A gaggle of current and former BMWBMW members surfaced at
the Cycle World motorcycle show in DC. That’s Lou Conley, Jim
Fletcher, ‘DC’ Mike Schen, and Elsie Smith spotted “in town.”
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(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 1)

cobbled road up to the Edelweißspitze (seven steep and bumpy
hairpins up to the Biker’s Nest). Phil exchanged greetings with
some other bikers, and the mixed-group (M&F) was particularly
taken with my beaded seat and the MOA 100K mile patch (they
took pictures). [details & webcam at www.grossglockner.at/ ]
With the mountain views completely obscured, we then headed
back to the hotel for Happy Hour.

Phil’s fan club prepares to depart from the elevated Biker’s Nest.
Photos by Phil Ager

The guys beside a piece of “art” that aligns the window with the tunnel.

Photos by Phil Ager

Due to time or weather, the Biker’s Nest closed up when we left.

Phil at High Gate tunnel - from this point you can see thru the “art.”

Part of our entertainment, while drinking beer at the tables
beside the roadway, was the local volunteer fire department
folks testing two portable pumps that each supported two large
fire hoses. One of the machines was a nicely-packaged BMW
R1150 motor that sounded good and seemed to work well. The
guys just weren’t sure if they wanted to fork out the money
needed to modernize their squad when they really have so few
fires. Oh the difficult decisions of government emergency
services the world over. The food at this establishment was
good and hearty, but nowhere near what we had been treated to
(we had three kinds of fried potatoes). The accommodations
were also old and well worn, particularly the showers. Our
exploratory biker group noticed Welcome Biker signs at all the
hotels and pensions up to the Grossglockner. Next time you’re
headed up highway 107, keep rolling and stop at or beyond the
crossroads at Winklern.

Quite a nice pumping package from BMW (probably expensive)!

Over 8,000 Miles Mid-Atlantic Rides

Now in its Second Printing

30 Rides, 9 States
One-Day, Two-Day & Three/Four Day Rides

Jennings Glenn, BMWBMW

www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
6
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Photo by Phil Ager

The BMW pump is working hard, while the Lohr Magirus rests.

Sat, 17Sep05 [210 k:131 mi.]

day. Daniel contacted the visitors center at the Grossglockner
to learn that the pass road was snow covered [we did good by
sightseeing on Friday]. He instead led us back through Lienz
and then north on highway 108 through the Felbertauerntunnel
(5 km). At least there are usually good alternates to choose from
in the Alps, and Daniel made the best of a bad situation. We had
a slow ride on wet, two-lane roads crowded with farm vehicles
and holiday caravans. We also rode like typical European
bikers and cautiously rode the white stripe up the middle of the
road. Traffic runs slow everywhere when it’s raining, and we
had about 120 km to get back to the hotel in Bad Tölz. We all
arrived there safely but chilled around 14:30.
Back in Araba, I had shown Joey my tour book on Munich
and the Oktoberfest. On Friday, I called the Aurora Hotel in
Munich from Iselsberg and made arrangements to double-up
with Joey. So we all went back to the hotel Tölzer Hof and
prepared to take the bikes back to the BMW dealer. I handed
over my credit card for the damages I caused to the GS; it ended
up setting me back 246 Euro ($310). I was just happy to be on
my way! [It also ended up costing $215 to have my AeroStich
pants repaired. Chalk it up to “Irrational Exuberance.”] I had
said I wouldn’t be staying for the RR-banquet; now Joey wasn’t
either. Joey then went off to pack up his gear; the hotel manager
prepared some form of hot, spiked tea for the group as an
offering to the Oktoberfest theme. After saying our goodbyes,
we caught a taxi to the train station in town. Daniel and Ray
had left earlier to return the Triumph back to the dealer. We got
some help buying one-way tickets to Munich from the conduc-

We still got some sleep and awoke to our first true rainy
March 2006
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(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 7)

add at least 80% of the non-2-wheeled traffic in Europe is now
diesel powered. The aroma was noticeable everywhere!
Obviously, new diesels are cleaner than the old ones, but I
thought that it really is affecting the air over there. It’s just the
cheapest fuel they can get, so it’s not going to change anytime
soon. Finally, please reference the comprehensive list on the
BMW MOA’s website for the many options for European
touring on two-wheels. http://www.bmwmoa.org/global/
ToEurope.htm

tor who happened to be standing near the ticket machine when
we got to the platform – another lucky break! Train fare was 17
Euro each, and we departed at 16:35 and had ten stops to the
Hauptbahnhof. After taxiing to the hotel, we took the S-Bahn
back into town (after paying way too much for tickets because
we couldn’t understand the fare machine). After wandering our
way toward the Theresienwiese, we had a great time in a couple
of bier tents. Beware though, most bier tents now close at 11 pm
each night! We couldn’t believe it. Do your homework and pick
the right tents if you want to stay late. Obviously, that’s where
the serious partiers all go! We also bumped into some friendly
fellow tourists we met on the train from Bad Tölz, which was a
total surprise! I had attempted to show Katrin the way to the
Oktoberfest in my Munich tourist guide. They really made the
evening’s tivities extra special.

Sun, 18Sep05
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I can’t wait til lane-splitting becomes a legal option across the USA.

Mon, 19Sep05 [~120 mi.]
Homer led me on a scenic, introductory ride in the local
area. After a quick visit to the Homer’s Harley dealer, Bertl,
whom we had toured with in the fall of 2004 to Key West, we
visited a scenic castle and its nearby chapel for lunch.

Photo by Phil Ager

Closing thoughts on this segment: Riding in the Alps
simply does not compare to riding in the U.S. The overabundance of twisties means a lot of effort (and I demonstrated
they deserve your complete attention)! Our longest day was 240
miles that took us about nine hours to cover (with stops). I figure
I spent 160 Euro for 131 L of gas and traveled about 3,000 km
yielding ~22.9 km/L on the RR-leg of my holiday. I also spent a
chunk on beer & wine (for myself and my companions). I tried to
limit my packed clothing, but I also took some liquid detergent
and washed some of my clothes when we spent more than one
night in a town. I took three pairs of quick-drying cargo pants,
and some Rukka and UnderArmor garments. We were lucky this
year; the weather was very cooperative. I’d say the low was
about 60F in the am, and the high was in the low-80s on some
days during the RR-tour. After my follow-on visit to Germany,
I had pretty much used all the clothes I had packed. But with all
my riding gear, I had two heavy cases that I had to lug through
the Metro here and various airports and train stations over there.
Wheeled luggage would’ve been very handy, but it wouldn’t
have been folded and stored as easily as my brute strength
strategy - just a consideration. Later, when touring from
Bamberg, autumn was really settling in with morning fogs: lows
~40F & highs ~77F. I carried my electrics and used them while
riding the Grossglockner, and later on the evening return trip
from Poland. Just don’t leave home without ‘em! I’d also like to

Photo by Phil Ager

Photo by Marina for Phil

Phil & Joey shared the good times with Katrin and her buddies.

My transition day to Bamberg. Homer picked me up as
planned at the hotel, and we went off toward Bamberg on the
autobahn (where I got introduced into a typical “Stau,” just
a very long highway bottleneck due to road construction,
merging highways, and high volumes). At least the bikers
could lane-split, and many passed by the crawling 3-lanes of
traffic. Too bad we can’t do it legally on our highways!

The famous Fulda Gap is off in the distance behind us.

Then we wound our way to the Kathi-Bräu Brewery in
Hekenhof where we enjoyed a half-liter of beer out on the patio,
along with several other bikers. (worth another visit if you’re
passing by)! That evening, we enjoyed some barbequed pork
loin and we all had a nice stroll along the nearby canal at dusk.
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Photos by Phil Ager

(Trip, continued from pg 8)

An evening shot of the city of Bamberg with its seven famous churches.

Tue, 20Sep05 [~200 mi.]
We hooked up with Bertl again, only this time we were off
toward Bad Kissingen for lunch at the famous Klosterbrauerei
Kreuzberg (started in 1731). It’s located up the hill from
Bischofheim in Franconia, about two hours northwest of
Bamberg; http://www.kreuzbergbier.de/ . We enjoyed a nice
drive into the countryside, where appropriately, a lot of hops are
grown. The boys enjoyed a fresh bier mit lunch; we also took
home two flagons in recyclable ceramic Kreuzberg jugs. Along
with award winning bier, the monks also raise St Bernard dogs.

Bertl bought some refreshments in beautiful, downtown Ebern.

Wed, 21Sep05 [~500 mi.]
The day would be a real adventure as we went riding into
the Czech Republic. It was foggy and cold (~38F) as we
departed at 08:00. The border is only about 80 miles from
Bamberg. Since the Czech’s aren’t in the EU yet, we had to show
our passports at the border. As we continued east, the highway
dwindled to a two-lane road. Just like MD/VA, we came across
many construction sites, so the country is investing in its
infrastructure (for all the future east-west traffic). We stopped in
the picturesque city of Karlovy Vary (~30mi from border). Since
it was not yet lunchtime (noon), the outdoor cafes weren’t open
so we settled for a bite to eat at McDonalds in the pedestrianonly shopping area. Since we were both ready for a pit stop and I
was still cold, I was very thankful for the hot food and coffee.
Homer bought two Quarter-Pounder meals paying for them as
best as possible with Euros. He got some change back in Czech
Koruna (CZK).

Photos by Phil Ager

Many folks enjoying the sun in the courtyard at the Klosterbrauerei.

5)

View up the road in Karlovy Vary’s charming shopping area.
The boys take a brief pit stop on the way back toward Bamberg;
the loaner Fat Boy is on the left & Bertl’s custom HD is on right.

On the way home, we stopped in Ebern for coffee and cake
in town center. Just another “rough day” on the road in Europe.
My sincere thanks to Homer and to Bertl!
March 2006
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Cruising through CZ is similar to the east coast with lots of
rolling hills and some rivers down in the valleys. One thing you
don’t see all over Europe (as far as I know) were “Ladies waiting
for the bus.” There were actually many women out beside the

© 2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

(Phil’s Trip, continues on pg 12)
9

10

Between the Spokes

© 2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

March 2006

BMWBMW at Timonium Bike Show

Photos by Tim “wiredcur” VanVranken

The club offers its gratitude to Chris Sakala for lending his
motorcycle and his story to anchor the BMWBMW booth at the
recent motorcycle show at the Maryland State Fairgrounds.
Thanks also go to Bob Henig, of Bob’s BMW, for again sharing
some floor space, and to Rides Chair, Ed Phelps, for honchoing
the necessary logistics. The show certainly has a different flavor
from the bike show in DC, but we always get some new members
when we’re there telling our club’s story. Also thanks to all the
helpers for putting in some floor time, and finally thanks to
“Wiredcur” for documenting the event and sharing w/the editor.

A Dad, with daughters, tries to absorb Chris’ 2nd place Iron Butt
ride, along with Forum wonk Ray Sufczynski minding the booth.
More photos: http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3464

Photos by Tim “wiredcur” VanVranken

Our Membership chair, Nancy, hangin out with some weird bikers.

Chris Sakala, preparing to depart the show on Sunday evening
(remember the snow on the ground - a true Iron Butt Adventurer)!
March 2006
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Hey, it’s a free country. If she tried it (Bob’s GS!), she might like it.
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(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 9)

garage ~10pm. We then had some hot tea, watched Jay Leno on
Armed Forces TV, and called it another very “Good Day.”

Thu, 22Sep05 [~80 mi.]
An easy day in the local area. We bike-pooled on Homer’s
Road Glide to pick up Homer’s Jeep at the dealer down near the
Army post, so I got the chance to compare Homer’s favorite
long-distance bike to his custom cruiser, the Fatboy. Simply
different bikes for different reasons. The two bikes are as unique
as comparing my K12LT to my R90S. A whole different look &
feel depending on the mood you’re in. We went for a ride
through the countryside where many farmers were tilling their
fields after harvesting their crops and through many nearby
villages. We eventually stopped in one for a piece of cheesecake
and a coffee. We then headed off to a coin-operated carwash
where we washed the bugs off the bikes from Wednesday’s long
ride. We later had a fabulous dinner in old-town Bamberg.

a stroll along Bamberg’s river walk.

highway, in various outfits, proffering their services to gentlemen
passersby. Some would wave and try to catch your eye. Most were
just trying to get by. Things are still very different in the eastern
European states…
We continued NE up the E49, but the signage left a lot to be
desired. We frequently had to refer to the map to see if we were
headed toward the right town (both without a tank-bag). Nevertheless, the weather was nice and we were exploring. We drove
about 130 miles up to Chrastava (nr. Liberec) and tried to find the
right road to take us toward Poland. If we could’ve read the signs,
it might not have been as challenging (I was totally befuddled
without my trusty GPS). We eventually found the back road
toward Zittau, Germany. Along a tree-lined road, we finally exited
CZ and entered Poland. As this was the closest Polish border to
Bamberg, we didn’t know what we’d find. We passed a handful of
open roadside stands selling tourist goods, local wares, and cheap
cigarettes. The road could not have been a mile long, and we
exited through another manned border crossing into Germany. It
took us awhile since their PCs weren’t working and they were
fussy about our US passports leaving Poland. I’d say it was about
5pm and we had a long ways to scoot to get back to Bamberg.
We headed for the autobahn toward Dresden, but as it is all over
Germany, as soon as you get up to speed, you have to slow down
as you enter the next village. We eventually made it to the
motorway, and when we stopped to refuel, we had a bite to eat at
a full-service gas station. We both had some made to order pasta
for about 7Euro, and we got plugged in for the remaining 200
miles. We had to stop for fuel again near Bamberg; I paid something like 42Euro to fill up both bikes. We rolled into Homer’s
12
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SLACK PACK SCHEDULED!
I’ll be hosting another Tech Day on Sunday, March 19th,
2006. Garage door opens at 9AM.
So what is a Tech Day? It’s a day when you we get together
at someone’s house (mine this month) and spend time fixing/
tuning up/working on our bikes, and of coarse socializing. The
main focus is to learn how to work on your own bike. The more
experienced wrenchers help others and show them how to
perform regular maintenance, installing farkle, etc
What should you bring? Bring your own tools, parts, oils
and fluids. [Remember, you need to be prepared to take your oil
home with you.] I have some tools: a basic Craftsman set that
can be used also.
This time there will be a head gasket replacement, 6K and
12K maintenance being performed. Someone will have a
TwinMax for throttle body syncs. Someone usually has some
electronic farkle to install. Personally I’ll be trying to install two
sets of auxiliary lights and an Auto switch.
Don’t have anything to work on? Just want to hang out?
Come on by. Everyone is welcome. I have a 2-car garage. Garage
space is first come, first served. There is also plenty of driveway
space, and parking in the street. Check the BMWBMW message
boards for my thread titled “TECH DAY MARCH 19th
POOLESVILLE”
We’ll provide coffee and lunch (cold cut subs) and drinks.
Hope to see many of you there and meet some new friends.

Photo by Rick Blanc

by Rick Blanc, #25082

MissKitty offers pointers to Joelle Glaser at Rick’s last Tech Day. It’s
good for everybody to know their way around their machine.

Photo by Rick Blanc

Chris Layne is “removing tupperware” in order to work on the RT.

(Phil’s trip, concludes from pg 12)

Fri, 23Sep05 [~120 mi.]
After Homer did some travel arrangements on post, we
saddled up for another ride into the countryside stopping for
coffee at a small estate with a big aviary where they raised
falcons. We then wondered over hill & dale to the charming
village of Pottenstein, which Homer & Betty called “Little
Switzerland.” We then headed east on B470 and actually made
a brief shopping stop at The Nutcracker Christmas shop in
Muggendorf. They had all the usual ornaments and cuckoo
clocks, but I ended up buying a nice wooden wall hanging of
everyone’s favorite Neuschwanstein castle made with inlaid
varieties of wood. It had to be small enough to fit into my
carry-on baggage (a modest 12x16”).

Sat, 24Sep05 [~25 mi.]
Just a brief ride back to Bertl’s Harley-Davidson/Buell shop
March 2006
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A view of the charming, touristic town of Pottenstein

[ http://www.harley-bamberg.de/harley/ ] for Homer to make sure
his service tab was paid up since he was returning to the US. Après
a nice lunch, Homer drove us into Bamberg for another walking
tour. It turned out to be their street festival as well - Wundervoll!
You already know my ‘05 tour was $2,980. They’re planning
other tours in 2006. Stay tuned to RoadRUNNER magazine. My
airfare: DC-NY-Barcelona-Munich-Paris-Dulles: ~$1,800.
I left with 400 EU + $1,200 US; I returned with 100 EU
and $100 (plus a few credit card charges).
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GETTING THERE
A guide to better riding skills and getting to the
track, by Tod Waterman, #1121
Some years ago on a club breakfast ride, I noticed this old
guy with his feet up on highway pegs of an airhead was keeping
a pace around curves that I could not match without scaring
myself. These were big sweepers with plenty of sight distance,
nothing crazy. I knew right then that this guy understood
something about riding that I did not and I gradually became
determined to find out what. So here I offer how to learn about
becoming a better rider and getting to the track.
One surprising thing I learned on this quest is that various
experts do not agree on some very basic things, like how a
motorcycle turns. Don’t expect all the books and riding schools
to teach the same thing in the same way. If you find a method that
works for you, go with it but be open to other approaches. I
suggest reading more than one book, take more than one school
and get to the track where you can concentrate and practice your
techniques without having to worry about all the other stuff that
comes up on the street.
There are several very good books that can be read and
reread. You may zip through them once and think you’ve “got it”
but as your skill level increases, you’ll find things that your brain
understood when you read them take on new meaning when your
body has learned them. Here’s a sampling of what’s out there.

techniques but not as much coverage of the machine (suspension set up and the like). As with Lee Parks, very good photographs on body position. Highly recommended.

A Twist of the Wrist by Keith Code
This first book is a bit dated and I haven’t read the others or
watched the videos. He has some good stuff but has too much of
his own jargon in my opinion. He certainly has the credentials
and has taught many top racers.

Smooth Riding the Pridmore Way by Reg Pridmore
Another good one and different. Where Lee Parks and Nick
Ienatsch would instruct you about body position, Reg makes a
lot of what he calls body steering. A little different approach in
that he somewhat downplays the importance of counter steering.
Lots of biographical sidebars which are interesting but oddly
repetitive. He’s big into tight lines through curves and he makes
a good case for it. Imagine a tight, twisty road with little sight
distance. If you enter a sharp right hander set up wide like David
Hough would have you do and an SUV is a foot into your lane
coming the other way you’ll not likely have time to adjust your
line.
The next couple are primarily about the machine rather than
riding skills but I included them because it’s the sort of thing
you’d like if you like that sort of thing.

Sport Bike Performance Handbook by Kevin Cameron

Photo of/by Tod Waterman

Kevin Cameron is Kevin Cameron. A good all around book
covering many technical aspects of motorcycles. Complete with
his own pencil drawings.

Motorcycling Handling and Chassis Design, the Art
and Science by Tony Foale
Highly technical, for engineering types and geekazoids who
think like them. You may know Tony from Motorcycle Consumer News. He writes from experience and with humor. This
really gets down to the details.

Magazine articles

My SV650 at Summit Point. Some track days have photographers
who are happy to sell you pictures, one of which may look like you
know what you are doing. They are good learning tools as you can
study your body position. Worth the $60 as you get a couple dozen
shots from different corners.

Total Control by Lee Parks see http://www.frederick.edu
Probably the best book if you could only have one. Covers both
the rider and the machine. Very good photographs demonstrating his points about body position. He puts on courses of the
same name if you can catch one. He did one for the club with
David Hough and Dave Searle some years ago. Nothing like
immediate feedback so you can be corrected when you think
you are doing it right but aren’t. Worth it just to see him put his
knee on the ground on an RT while riding in a small circle.

Sport Riding Techniques by Nick Ienatsch

I get 6 to 8 bike magazines a month and between them there is
steady stream of usually good information. Don’t neglect this
source and recommend it to new riders to get a sense of all that
is out there.
All right, you’ve done your reading, annoyed ever one you
know who rides with questions and practiced on the street. It’s
time to get to the track. Since the benefits of doing so have been
pretty well beaten to death in various publications, I’ll spare
you another sales pitch. One thing I’ve noticed since I’ve started
doing track days is a change in attitude in my street riding. If
one is motivated to becoming more skilled and your only venue
is the street, there are definite limitations to safely do this. I
have little motivation to push my limits on the street when I can
do this safely on the track.

CLASS see http://www.classrides.com/
This is Reg Pridmore’s school and the first track experience I
had. Not really much in the way of printed course material and
not really a highly structured curriculum, at least the one I
attended at VIR three or four years ago. Reg is a great guy and
his school is a good choice for your first track day. He had two
run groups. My ego volunteered me for the faster one. Big

A close second to Total Control. Maybe even better on riding
14
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mistake for a first timer, but I probably progressed faster that way. It took a little getting
used to people constantly blowing by me at what at first seemed like close quarters.

California Superbike School

see http://www.superbikeschool.com/
Keith Code’s school. The oldest and best known riding school around. I haven’t done it and
only know what I’ve read so ask elsewhere for first hand opinions. No doubt the most
structured curriculum you’ll find.

American Supercamp

see http://www.americansupercamp.com/
Danny Walker’s dirt track school taught on XR100s. Billed as a benefit for street riders in
terms of giving you a different experience of controlling a motorcycle. It has a bit of a boot
camp mentality and after the two day event you’ll be reaching for the Ibuprofen. But
having national champion Chris Carr as an instructor, how cool is that?

NESBA

see http://www.nesba.com/
The North East SportBike Association. Has lots of tracks days all over the country and
several every month at Summit Point. I’ve done four with them at VIR and Summit Point
and believe it to be a well run organization. Not as much classroom instruction as a
national school but excellent (in my experience) control riders who serve as on-track instructors and rule enforcers. Everyone is a volunteer so you know it’s all for the love of the sport.

Team Pro-Motion

see http://www.teampromotion.com/tpm.php
Haven’t done this one. Similar to NESBA but a little more structured and more strict about
bike preparation. Offers both track time and formal schooling.

MSF

see http://www.msf-usa.org/
Can only be considered a starting point. From what’s in the press, an organization in
conflict with many experienced riding instructors with regard to changes in the curriculum.

Track Days sponsored by TBD
Some local shops or organizations put on a track day. Our club did with the help of
MARRC for a couple of years. Ours was successful I believe but be picky about what you
sign up for. I’ve heard stories about crash-filled days put on by organizations that were not
very organized. Without a clear rules and skilled control riders, first time track goers can be a danger to themselves and others.
Lots of folks in our club have been to the track so ask around, you’ll find no shortage of opinions. Finding out how you and your
machine behave under hard breaking and big lean angels on the same set of curves and straights over and over will improve
your control of the machine like nothing else. Chances are you will need it one day.

Are You a Rounder?

http://www.bvdm.de/modules.php?name=Elefantentreffen&file=lang_en

Photos by Homer L. Krout II

http://www.yearroundriders.com/

The Elephant Rally has been held each year in January since 1989, and
continues to grow in popularity! See:

Some hardcore European riders trying to undo a traffic jam at the
Elephant Rally in Loh, Germany (37 mi NW of Passau, in Bavaria).
Note the fresh pork brought by one conscientious camper!
March 2006
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The majority of the long-distance riders come on hacks (for safety and
for the need to carry a lot of winter gear). Many bikes came equipped
with shovels in case some self-help snow removal is required!
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CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS
Battley Cycles

Morton’s BMW

7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg
MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270
take Shady Grove Road east. At
Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes
Airpark Road. Go straight another 2.1
miles. Battley’s is on the left.

5099A Jefferson Davis Highway,
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540891-9844. From I-95 south, take exit 126
to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(north) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the
light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make
a left onto Courthouse Road, then right
at the next light into the parking lot at
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Bob’s BMW
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto
U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light
and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s
is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’s Quality Cycle Repair
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth
Street. Make another right onto Colvin.
Lap’s is a few doors down. From Old
Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west
to a left on Roth, then same as above.

Backroads Spring Break
by Lex O’Brien

Ready for a Spring Break? Join the
Backroads Spring Break 2006, May 19
through May 22. Lex O’Brien will lead a
group from Bob’s BMW on Friday, May
19th, in a spirited ride to join Shira
Kamil and Brian Rathjen, publishers of
Backroads, at the Bavarian Inn,
Shephardstown, WV. The next day’s ride
will end up at the Natural Bridge Inn, in
VA for two nights. While there, renowned
safety guru Larry Grodsky will give a
talk and a demonstration. On Monday,
head North and stay the night at the
Hilltop House Hotel in Harpers Ferry.
If this sounds like something you’d
like to do, contact me at
lex.obrien@bobsbmw.com for details on
the ride from Bobs to the Bavarian Inn.
You will need to make your own room
reservations at each of the hotels—
Bavarian Inn, 304-876-2551; Natural
Bridge Inn, 800-533-1410; and Hilltop
House Hotel, 800-338-8319, and you
should do this quickly because space is
filling up fast. Mention you are with
Backroads Spring Break 2006 for their
group rate. Watch for updates at
http://www.backroadsusa.com
16

Speed’s Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD
21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to
Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1
North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are
located on the left just before Levering
Avenue.

BMWBMW RIDE-TO-EAT’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are
regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are always
planned and announced on the club’s
web message board. Typically, the
Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and
the Maryland RTE is the third Thursday.
The restaurant is always different and the
dates occasionally change. Additionally,
impromptu ride-to-eats are always
popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events
section and look for “Ride-To-Eat” or
“RTE.”

Between the Spokes

Wanted!
Your Picture
We’d love to have a picture of
you and your BMW.
Send an message to
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
with a “short” note and your
name, what the bike is and
where you are (if applicable).
Then, don’t be surprised if you
receive an email from Nancy
Oswald for a brief interview
about yourself, your bike, why
you joined the club, etc.

BREAKFAST RIDES
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg,
410-256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your
left.

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE
05 F650GS has 3,150 miles and has been
garage kept, asking $8,500.00. Call
Georgianne for pix at 301-695-2632, or
mailto:gstreeter1@netzero.com (01/06)
04 R1150GS Adventure, Silver. Less than
2,800 miles, w/Adventure hard cases included.
Never off-road, always garaged and BMW
serviced. $12,800 OBO. Call Anthony: at 703945-2571; mailto:a.s.altman@att.net (02/06)
02 Honda Silver Wing 600cc, maroon, under
100 mi. battery charged, ready to ride! Two
season Honda warranty to Sept 07. Cost well
over $8K; make any reasonable offer. Reason
For Sale, bad health; all bikes going. Contact
Bernie at (h) 703-790-1836, McLean; (w) 703235-3813; leave a message! (03/06)
98 R1100RT, Sinus “dark” Blue. Excellent
condition, garage kept, < 23K miles. Heated
grips, ABS, cyl guards, BMW bags incl. top
case, Aeroflow windshield, new sealed battery,
Air Rider gel seat insert. $7,950. Jim, 703644-2465 or vze8msw7@verizon.net (03/06)
94 Yamaha GTS1000A California Edition,
Low miles (13,738). Has swing arm and shock
front-end that eliminates forks and makes for a
wonderful sport touring ride. Front brake
utilizes a 6-piston caliper, 58.9” wheel base,
and 5.3 gal. gas tank. Many extras include
Fiamm electric horns, Rick Mayer custom
saddle, stainless steel brake and clutch lines,
Givi rack and tail trunk, 23L RKA expandable
tank bag in custom color, plus more. Excellent
shape; now $6,000 obo. Contact Henry
Winokur at 301-320-2104, or
mailto:henwin@verizon.net . E-pics at http://
www.kevinhawk.com/henrygts2.jpg (09/05)
83 R100RT, 23K miles. All original. New
stainless headers. New Parabellum w/Saeng

edging. Konis. New tires/battery/retro valve
covers. Original bags/kick start. New plugs/
wires/lifetime valve cover gaskets. Original
toolkit/air pump/owner’s manual. All paperwork including original bill of sale (in German). $4000 or possible trade for unfaired
airhead of like vintage/condition. Call Al
Humphries at 703-573-5323 (reasonable eve.
hours) or mailto:Al@Alexistravel.com .
E-pics available upon request. (10/05)
79 R65, Champagne, 21,000 miles, $3,000.00,
Matching Lufty faring, Reynolds rack, ugly top
box but it works and is easily removable, recent
gel battery, recent rear tire and front brakes with
caliper rebuild, EPics available. 202-363-0292
in DC or mailto:woxof_2@msn.com (03/06)
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an updated classic RS faring, custom painted BMW RS colors
Savanna Beige(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S
dual front brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank, fenders &
seat pan, Corbin seat, Krauser bags & bag liners,
Reynolds rack with rear rack, BMW tank bag,
Eclipse tank bag, tank cover, RS pocket bags, Bike
cover, Lester wheels, ride off, Engine - dual
plugged, electronic ignition, K&N air filter, top
end rebuild at 39,000, balanced and blueprinted
from rods up, light flywheel, clutch replaced at TE
rebuild, updated shift kit, /7 valve covers, deep oil
pan. Suspension - San Jose Fork brace, triple clamp,
anti dive kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 & ME 99 2000
miles, new Westco battery, Instruments - oil pressure, oil temp, amp meter, clock. 35 yrs of BMW
stuff. New /6 mufflers in box, S back rest with
rack, books, sales brochures, spare parts...my life!
You get the bike; I keep the trophies! $7,500.00
Contact Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or
Flesner00@comcast.net for good photos (11/05)

Self adjusting shock for K1100LT hardly
used. Bike was too tall; had to lower it. $100.
Call George at 202-623-1839 from 9 to 4 or
301-963-2911 after work;
mailto:georgea@iadb.org (03/06)

Advertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members (include your Member Number) and
will run for two months.
Display rates, mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
or visit http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml. We request
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication!

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by the editor
no later than the 10th day of the month preceding the month of publication (e.g., June 10
is the deadline for the July issue).

Email all submissions
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles or pictures on CD-ROM,
mail to: Philip Ager, Editor, Between the
Spokes, P.O. Box 44735 Fort Washington, MD
20749-4735

76 R75, black, RS bars, new rod bearings and
top end, 84k mi, runs exc, looks good, $2,750.
WANTED: For /6 - tank/fenders/side covers,
any color; also R90S fairing. 540-882-3265
(eves) VA or Peter at pagruner@starpower.net
(11/05)
73 Suziki GT-185, 12,420 miles. Blue, good
condition, two stroke, was running when stored
in garage. Needs: tank de-gunked, tires. TLC,
etc. A project bike for you. $450. Epics
available, 202-363-0292 in DC, or
mailto:woxof_2@msn.com (03/06)

PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE
Cee Bailey +6' +2' windshield fits 04 R1150RT
$150.00; Sebring cat eliminator R1150GS
$299.00; Stock bags with mounts, left bag base
damaged $150.00; RCU R1150RT accessory
shelf $50.00; Top case Fits older K-LT and
R1150GS with adapter $299.00; Call Ed 410804-6286 or Eabbott410@aol.com (01/06)
Rear rim (170-60-17) from a K 1200 RS - $225;
Battery tender plus - $35; Parabellum wind
shield tall for a K1200 RS - $75; Garmin Metro
Guide North America V6 - $30. All items are
new or in excellent condition. Call Jaime
Henriquez, 301-587-1833 or email
MPCPAngeC@aol.com (03/06)
March 2006
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mar 4-11, 2006

http://www.daytonachamber.com/bwhome.html
Bike Week in Daytona Beach, even if you’ve been there and already done that. An annual ritual for many BMWBMW L-D Riders.

Mar 12, 2006
BMWBMW Monthly General Membership Meeting and Board of Director’s meeting in association with Morton’s BMW.

Apr 9, 2006

http://www.speedscycle.com
BMWBMW Monthly General Membership Meeting and Board of Director’s meeting in association with Speed’s Cycle.

Apr 15, 2006

http://www.mortonsbmw.com
Morton's BMW Spring Open House & Flea Market, 9am-4pm.

Apr 22, 2006

http://www.speedscycle.com

Speed's Cycle Spring Open House.

Apr 29, 2006

http://www.bobsbmw.com

Bob's BMW Spring Open House.

May 7, 2006
BMWBMW Monthly General Membership Meeting at TBD loc
[so as not to conflict w/Mother’s Day on 2nd Sunday].

May 5-7, 2006
http://www.bmwmoga.info/
16th Georgia Mountain Rally Pre-registration $35 by 4/15.
May 26-28, 2006
http://www.masondixon20-20.org/
The Mason-Dixon 20-20 Rally on Memorial Day weekend, for the
growing number of BMWBMW members with LDR aspirations!

June 2-4, 2006
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3367

BMWBMW 32nd Annual Square Route Rally. See Jim’s report on
page 3, and come join the fun at Camp West Mar!

July 6-9, 2006

http://bmwra.org/rally/
BMW RA’s International Rally somewhere near Boise Idaho.
Details firming up at above link.

July 20-23, 2006
http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally06/welcome.htm
BMW MOA’s 33rd Annual International Rally in Essex Junction
near Burlington, Vermont. Stay tuned for details!

July 28-30, 2006

http://www.amadirectlink.com/
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) presents Vintage Motorcycle Days, at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio.
The calendar change aligns VMD with the AMA Honda Super Cycle Weekend presented by Dunlop Tire the following weekend,
August 4-6, when the AMA Superbike Championship races comes to Mid-Ohio.

Aug 18-20, 2006

http://www.4windsBMW.org/
40th Annual Four Winds BMW Riders Rally Redbank Valley Municipal Park, 2.5 miles northeast of New Bethlehem, PA. 18 miles
south of Interstate 80 on Rt. 28. GPS coordinates: N 41 00.94, W 79 17.52 or e-mail Tom at mailto:tomprimke@juno.com
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW
events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of
motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check the appropriate box
G New Member  G Renewal  G Change of Address
Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I need a paper copy.

Motorcycles
(Year, Make, Model)

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

MEMBERSHIP DUES

G
G
G
G
G

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Nancy Oswald, 1933 Frederick Rd, Baltimore, MD 21228

12/1/2005

Between the Spokes
c/o Nancy Oswald
1933 Frederick Road
Baltimore, MD 21228

Referred to BMWBMW by:

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

#1 _________________
#2 _________________
#3 _________________
Total BMW miles ridden:

E-mail: __________________________________________________________

Age group:
G 16-25  G 46-55
G 26-35  G 56+
G 36-45

❑

FIRST CLASS

