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Questionable Interpretations
By Don Catterton
The 2006 Mason Dixon 20/20 rally is in the bag and the
event’s participants are looking for the next endurance riding challenge. Once again, this year’s rally used York, PA as a base of
operations as well as the Start/Finish point for the Memorial Day
weekend ride. Participants began arriving midday on Friday at the
host hotel for check-in and an odometer check after which intelligence gathering by the experienced riders began in earnest. Below,
at the start line at dawn; cont’d page 5

BMWBMW Edelweiss Trip
“Creating Memories” By Bill Shaw
Like most of you, I am passionate about virtually any kind of
two-wheeled, motorized conveyance. My formative motorcycle
years began in the mid-1970s when I was introduced to the sport
of motocross. To this day, smelling premix from a two-stroke
dirt bike immediately transports me back to that time. What
great memories.

Bill Shaw and Elsie Smith at the Grand St. Bernard pass.
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In the intervening 30+ years, I have since collected countless
other memories related to motorcycling. My favorites always
center on riding with friends and being able to re-live those
shared experiences with them. And nothing comes close to topping an Edelwiess trip I took at the end of August 2001 with
Elsie Smith, Phil Ager, Ron Orem, Ed Abbott, and several other
BMWBMW club members. Having the opportunity to ride on
some of the most spectacular motorcycling roads in the world
was a dream come true. But then being able to share these experiences with close friends every day for 12 days – over a gourmet dinner at a Five Star hotel – was indescribable. As a result,
whenever Elsie, Ron, Ed, Phil or I get together, we often reminisce about the spectacular sunset we saw reflecting off Mount
Blanc in Chamonix, seeing “Lance” painted on the road as we
neared the top of the Col d'Izoard, crossing over the Grand-StBernard Pass at the border between Switerland and Italy, or a
hundred other memories.
As a matter of fact, we had such a great time, we decided to
go again. Elsie contacted Edelweiss and asked if they could
arrange a special tour just for BMWBMW – and they did. The
tour begins and ends in Munich and lasts 12 days from September 4-15, 2007 – about one and half years from now. This will
give everyone plenty of time to plan and save accordingly.
(Edelweiss Trip cont’d page 7)
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Between the Spokes
Editor: Bob Steele
Mailing: Dave & Angie Talaber
Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published
solely for the use of its members. Any
copying and/or duplication of any of its
contents without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
Advertising: Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run for two
months. Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml . We request that
display advertisements be submitted electronically no later than the 10th day of the
month preceding the month of publication.

Deadlines and Submissions: All
submissions must be received by the editor
no later than the tenth day of the month
preceding the month of publication (e.g.,
June 10 is the deadline for the July issue).
Submit articles by regular mail to:

Bob Steele, Editor
Between the Spokes
13114 Blue Willow Place
Clifton, VA 20124

TREASURER’S REPORT
June 1, 2006 to June 30, 2006
INCOME
BTS advertising
Club Sales
Membership
2006 Rally Income
Beer Sales
Registration
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
Club Item
Dues and Subscriptions
Printing and Reproduction
Rally 2006 Expenses
Web Site Fees
Rally 2006 Expenses
Treasures Expenses
-----------TOTAL EXPENSES
-----------OVERALL TOTAL (June 06)

$ 285.00
$1,186.97
$ 922.50
$ 936.20
$5,597.20
$8,927.67
$ 577.49
$ 15.00
$ 167.37
$200.00
$ 29.85
$8,341.98
$ 39.00
$9,140.84
$(213.17)

Checkbook balance as of 6/30/2006

$15,865.02

Respectfully submitted, Elsie Smith
There’s some money in the bank so now it’s time to go riding!!!

or by e-mail:
editor@bmwbmw.org.
ASCII text files on 3.5" PC-format
disks are also acceptable. All artwork
must either be black and white line art or
photographs in jpg format.
Address Change: Please use the
membership application/address change
form on the newsletter’s last page and
mail to:
Nancy Oswald
1933 Frederick Road
Baltimore, MD 21228
Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.
Find us on the Internet at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org
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2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Mike Enloe
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
W: 703-265-5087

2006 Committee Chairmen
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmw.bmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Vice-President + Rally: Jim Bade
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-772-8296

Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072

Secretary: Jodi Douglas
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-476-4457

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Treasurer: Elsie Smith
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-774-3622
Membership: Nancy Oswald
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-869-4954
Newsletter: Bob Steele
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-830-9780

Sales: Francis Gunde
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-352-4273
Mtgs & Events: Need Your Help!
events@bmwbmw.org
Safety: Any volunteers out there?
safety@bmwbmw.org
Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
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View From The Saddle
By Mike Enloe
The summer is in full swing and I hope you are getting in lots
of miles. Or at least getting in some GOOD miles. Most of my
riding these days is commuting or attending club meetings. I did
get out for a couple hours one recent Saturday morning. I had a
huge to do list, but woke up at about 4:30am after having a really
bad dream about work (major confrontations, late code drops,
harassment by project managers, etc.) which put me in a bad
mood and I couldn't go back to sleep.
So when Heather woke up and I was being crabby, she told
me to go for a ride and not come back until I was in a better
mood. (Being as smart as I am, I knew that meant be back before lunch time but it was still good to get out and play.) Only
did about 100 miles, with most of it being on either gravel or one
lane pig trails in Loudoun and Jefferson counties. Found some
"new" roads that I’ve never ridden before. Isn't it funny that you
can live in an area for many years and then one day you find a
stretch of pavement or gravel that you have never been on and all
you can think is, "How did I miss this?"
Being mid-year, I thought that I should give the club a review
to see how we are doing. I used the plus/delta rating method
(things we did well, things we could improve on). Rally: Decent
turn-out and it was a really good time; great speakers and sessions. Need to get more vendors, consider additional evening
entertainment, line up more volunteers, be more organized on the
rides. Jim is going to run for Rally chair next year so he'll be able
to take all the things he learned and make the rally even better.
BTS: still a great publication. Bob has come in and taken over
the reins from Phil and has maintained a high quality newsletter
with good content. We as a BOD need to do a better job of getting meetings and events to Bob in time to be published. Also,
we are working on setting up the email notification reminders
when BTS is online. We need someone skilled with MS Access
to help write a report to pull valid email addresses for members
who have signed up for online. Contact me or Nancy Oswald
(membership chair). Tech: slack packs/tech days are happening
almost every month. The tech section on the forum always has
lots of good questions and solutions bouncing around. Need to
plan more of these earlier and get them published in BTS and on
the main webpage since not everyone participates in the forum.
Web: the forum rocks. People are planning trips, sharing stories,
organizing events and getting help everyday. Plus developing a
community that goes beyond the online world into the real
world. Areas for improvement are getting more content on the
main page, getting events page updated sooner, adding online
billing for event registrations/club sales/membership renewal.
Rides: Ed has a great rides program again this year. The
Grand Tour scavenger hunt, the poker runs, and the joint ride
with COG. Just need more promotion of the rides. Events: Summer picnic is planned and holiday party planning is in the works.
Need to do a better job of getting meeting notices out sooner.
There are other things I could review, but that gives you a
good idea of where I think we stand as a club. We are doing a lot
of good stuff, but there is always more we could do. We all have
jobs and families and only have a limited time to commit to club
functions. I think we are doing a pretty decent job. How do you
think we are doing? Email me at president@bmwbmw.org and
give me your opinion. Silence equals approval. You can also use
snail mail or the telephone if you don't have access to email.

That's all for now. mikeout...
August 2006

Editor’s Two Bits
“Going Ultra Light”
By Bob Steele
Having the BMWBMW membership meeting at REI seemed
like a good fit for motorcycle riders that go camping while touring. I know, some don’t like to camp anymore and prefer staying in hotels with all the creature comforts while attending rallies. Nevertheless, it just looks “right” having BMWs, which are
made to go exploring, parked out in front of an outfitter. If only
it were in Alaska instead of Bailey’s Crossroads, VA.

I first started backpacking in the mid-1970s, and the heavy
WWII-era army pack I carried was not what one would call ultralight. But youth can overcome many inconveniences like
heavy equipment (flashlight using 3-D batteries), boots that got
soaked when it rained, shivering all night in a wet sleeping bag,
to name but a few. But those were good times and lots of memories, many of which I can’t tell you about without having had a
few belts and sitting around a campfire.
How things and equipment have changed. The folks at REI
showed us, following the membership meeting a variety of lightweight gear, including tents, sleeping bags and pads, that are
made for consolidated packing and weigh less. From my own
experience, there are many other products they could have covered for the touring camper, most notably very compact yet reliable stoves, breathable rain gear and other doodads that make
camping more comfortable. If you get motorcycle product catalogs, you’ve probably seen that MC outfitters are also offering a
variety of other lightweight camping gear to consider.
But light weight isn’t ultralight. There’s been a big surge in
the ultralight equipment business for about a decade to accommodate long-distance endurance and other sporting events. For
example, the stay-dry undergarments and cycling gear are ideal
for motorcycling because they dry fast, keep you relatively warm
even when wet, wick away perspiration, and pack up small. But
there’s “ultralight” products which have evolved from thruhikers, folks that travel on foot for months on end with only what
they have on their backs. These guys know ultralight because
their comfort, if not their existence, rely on it. So here’s a link to
a well kept secret for obtaining the ultimate in ultralight gear
http://www.thru-hiker.com. Happy trails wherever your touring
(and camping) takes you this year.
Keep the rubber side down, Bob
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NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP
By Nancy Oswald

June 2006 Membership Report as of June 30, 2006
(for July Membership Meeting and August BTS)
Membership Stats:
Full members: 436
Associate members: 51
Total members: 487
Number / percent of members electing to download
newsletter rather than receiving a printed copy: 377 /
about 86%
Renewing Members: 12 Full Members / 1 Associate
New Members: 10 Full; 0 Associate
Paul Browne of Reston, VA rides a 1999 K1200LT and
a 2006 F650GS
Bob Musson or Gaithersburg, MD was referred by Karl
at Bob’s BMW and rides a 2003 R1150R, Bob is also active on “the boards!” Glad to have you officially a member!!!
Brian Stuart of Abingdon, MD was referred by Bob’s
BMW and rides a 2004 Montauk (sans kitties!)
Scott Shagory of Sterling, VA rides a 1999 Ducati
Monster
Gary Najaka of Damascus, MD found us on the web
and rides a 2001 R1100RT
Thomas Seay of Stafford, VA was referred by his parents and rides a 2006 Yamaha FZ6 – you may remember
Tom from the SRR, he was our youngest rider!
Tom Nalls or Leesburg, VA was referred by his
brother, Lew and rides a R1200RT
Michael Tippett of Glen Burnie, MD is riding a 2004
K1200GT
Robert Valente of Vienna, VA was referred by Morton’s and rides a 2006 R1200GSA
Paul Subong of Millersville, MD found us by a link on
R1150R.net - he rides a 2004 R1150R
eBTS NOTICE! eBTS is now the norm for all members
unless requested otherwise! If you are unable to view the
newsletter on-line, please write, call, or email Nancy at
1933 Frederick Rd. Baltimore, MD 21228, 410-869-4954
mailto:membership@bmwbmw.org
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My name is Wes "Chiba" Fleming and I've been riding motorcycles since about 1990. My first bike was a rotten little
Honda CB350 that taught me a lot about myself as far as mechanical skills, patience, and what life without a car is like. I
bought my first BMW in 1996, a nice looking R90/6 that
wouldn't rev over 3500rpm until it had been running for at
least 15 minutes. After that bike was stolen later that year, I
reverted to Japanese bikes until 2001, when I bought a '96
R1100GS that I thoroughly thrashed for 3 years until I sold it
to buy a truck to enable me to take better care of my kid. I
picked up my current bikes, an '85 K100 and a '97 R850R,
earlier this summer and got back into my groove by seeking
out (and finding) great deals on used bikes.
I'm primarily a commuting rider, and I ride pretty much
daily to my jobs as an IT grunt in Alexandria and an adjunct
history professor at Northern Va. Community College
(Woodbridge & Annandale campuses). I don't get out on the
weekends much due to spending time with my family, but
summers have always been kind of mine as my wife understands the jones for the open road, especially as a release during those hectic summer semesters. One of the main reasons I
joined BMWBMW is to find new people to ride and wrench
with - riding alone can be an exhilarating and centering experience, but riding with friends richens the experience and creates
shared memories that we can all enjoy talking about in years to
come.
--Wes

Send a picture and a short write up the Editor for inclusion in a future BMWBMW BTS.

BMWBMW Club Merchandise!
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
Just email Francis Gunde at:
sales@bmwbmw.org
with a short note on your requirements.
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20/20 Rally Cont’d from page 1
In the previous two weeks, after the posting of the bonus locations, the banter on the rally message board had increased exponentially. Participants began asking questions and then attempted
to decipher actual facts from skillfully crafted disinformation; an
art mastered by the Rally master as well as his minions. Now in
face-to-face meetings with their potential opponents, riders look
for clues to determine fact from fiction. Eavesdropping is craftily
employed in the hopes of gaining any insight into the plans of others and securing a tactical advantage. I know for me, a novice in
the realm of endurance rallies, my interests were in affirming my
already carved in Jell-o route.
The evening before the rally, the riders gathered for some
words of wisdom and a little dinner. Admiral Don Arthur, a notable endurance rider and the Surgeon General for the United States
Navy, lectured on route planning, safe riding and the basics of
endurance riding. Near the end of his talk he jovially presented
and critiqued potential routes - this is where the specter of doubt
first entered my mind. Already programmed in my GPS was a
13,000 point route that I felt was pretty aggressive. Mostly back
roads with 30 bonus locations and well under the 1313 mile limit.
Well, Don threw out a route that was all highways with the same
number of points but brought me really close to the mileage ceiling. On paper the trek would be much easier and allow me to
avoid most of the time constrained bonus locations; in other
words, I had taken the bait - hook, line, and sinker.
At 5:30 the next morning the riders staged their bikes and went
inside to receive their rally packs and detailed information about
the bonus locations. Surprisingly, there were no surprises. The
locations were all straight forward requiring nothing more that the
ability to navigate and some reading comprehension. After a few
more words of wisdom and a final point of being good ambassadors of the sport we were set free a 7:30 to begin our quest.
BMWBMW was very well represented with George Falcon,
Don Graling, Nancy Oswald, Ed Phelps, Mark Sigley, Gary Stipe
and myself in attendance. All of the riders were separated according to Rally experience into two groups. The more experienced
Cardinals had a 1313 mile minimum while the relative newbie
Bluebirds had the aforementioned 1313 mile ceiling. Most of the
riders bagged a few bonus points close to the start point before
beginning in earnest.
August 2006

The names of the bonus locations were laced with sexual
innuendo and included the towns of Blue Ball, Intercourse, Balls
Mills, Lycipuss, Assawoman and Analomink from which sprang
the rally theme, Questionable Interpretations.
Just 200 miles into my route, things began to fall apart
after I asked Mr. Garmin for the shortest route from Dyke, NY
to Hammondsport, NY and then Rough and Ready, NY. Well
after 40 miles of the slimiest washboard dirt roads, I was so far
behind schedule that I had to abandon my plans of riding to Beaverlick, KY. The K1200GT is a mile eating beast on highways
and back country curves, but she doesn’t like dirt, or at least I
don’t. Now with no plan, I scrambled about Pennsylvania, gathering as many points as I could and enjoying the ride.
As the sun set I found myself in Western Pennsylvania on
tight mountain roads with the words of Bob Higdon echoing in
my head. Bob spoke briefly at a recent BMWBMW meeting
about the loss of a good friend and great rider to a deer strike,
and on that day, Mr. Higdon presented the statistics that a majority of “Forest Rat” impacts occur in the two hour window surrounding sunset. So here I am just after sunset, there is still a
faint glow in the western sky and elk crossing signs every mile
or two. Apparently the locals are keen to the situation, for all of
the cages are traveling 10 to 15 mph below the posted speed and
going this slow I have a chance to “rubber-neck” the graying
landscape. As I putter along behind a line of vehicles, I start to
see the nestled hulks of elk just inside the road’s tree line. Inside my helmet I say, “Wow, these things are as big as horses.”
My senses are completely focused now; my head on a
swivel, looking for a furry, cloven hoofed mass to dart into my
path. I found myself behind a pickup with a couple of 10-yearold boys in the back. The driver has obviously had a couple of
drinks or was distracted in some way, because he’s having a
tough time staying in his lane and driving laboriously slow.
This behavior is distracting to my aforementioned vigilance and
I find myself looking for a way around and wondering if he is
going to make it to his destination without hurting someone.
Finally he throws on a turn signal and starts to pull into a driveway when he suddenly stops, still in my path. Frustrated, I pull
to the left and start to go by when I see the reason for his delay.
(20/20 Rally Cont’d page 6)
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20/20 Rally Cont’d from page 5
Burned in my memory is the dopey frightened look on the
face of the largest (non farm) animal I have ever seen outside of
a zoo. With lips flapping and eyes wide, the beast lumbered
across my path about 10 feet in front of the bike and bounded
into the forest on the opposite side of the road. This event became the motive for increased caution for the rest of the night
and I no longer became so rushed that I lost focus on the potential of animals crossing my path.
My schedule carried me towards a 3:00 AM arrival in Pavia,
PA, my most dreaded bonus location. Deep in the woods, near
Bushy Run State Park, is the monument to “The Lost Children of
the Alleghenies.” http://anomalyinfo.com/articles/sa00008.shtml
Erected in 1906, it paid homage to George and Joseph Cox who
went missing from their family’s home in 1856 and were found
10 days later, dead from exposure. To get up to the monument, I
would have to traverse 2.5 miles of single lane, barely paved,
unmarked road in the middle of the night, then park and hike into
the woods, following red dots on trees to the monument located
adjacent to a stream where the boys were found. Did I mention
that they were DEAD?!?! Well let me tell you, I have been a
Police Officer in Baltimore City, one of the deadliest cities in the
United States, for the past 13 years and often find myself creeping down some alley or into a vacant house in a drug infested
neighborhood and have never felt fearful, yet the thought of going into those woods had my heart pounding and palms sweating. I don’t do spooky! This was the perfect time to take a nap
and get my 2500 point rest bonus.
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When the sun finally rose, I felt quite refreshed after my
three hour nap and emboldened enough to get the Pavia bonus.
Even in the bright morning sun, the location was eerie and unsettling. As I trudged through the woods in my gear, helmet in
hand, I heard the clanging of a cow bell and saw a small white
shape bounding amongst the undergrowth. I continued forward
and as I finally came upon the monument, I found the source of
the bell; a young birddog was zipping around gloriously while
his presumed master stood looking at the monument. The man
was tall and lanky with a long walking stick, and as soon as I
saw him, a vision of Gandalf came to mind; however, instead of
a sword he was packing a 9mm on his hip. We spoke for a couple of minutes about the monument and the rally and it turns out
he lives in the next town down the valley and hikes with his dog
in the area. Don Graling was pulling into the parking area as I
came out of the trail from the monument. I gave a wave and
headed out towards my last few “boni” and my return to York.
I pulled into the host facility at 11:00 AM, having traveled a
little under 1000 miles, almost entirely on beautiful curvy roads,
with a respectable yet disappointing mid-pack finish. After scoring I headed to the lounge for a much desired double bourbon
and as I sat there other participants began to arrive. Nancy
Oswald got back with some time to spare and was the only rider
to get the extra points for bagging all of the bonus locations in
Pennsylvania. Last year’s 48-hr winner and rally veteran Ed
Phelps shared my disgust for his chosen route plan. Ed had succumbed to temptation and attempted a very aggressive route that
took him through several coastal towns on a busy holiday weekend.
Cont’d next page
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BMWBMW’s Iron Butt Rider in 2007

Edelweiss Trip cont’d from page 1

By Don Catterton

I have been a motorcyclist since the age of 18 and have always relished the solitary ride, often venturing several hundred
miles from home on a whim. In November 2003, I made the
jump and purchased my first BMW. Almost immediately, I began to have an itch for the road and started to bend and manipulate my schedule to enable some sort of lengthy ride. It was also
at this time that I started noticing the Iron Butt Association license plate frames and after a little searching I knew that this
was something I wanted to try. Never being one to employ
much common sense, I jumped in with both feet and did a 50CC
(Coast to Coast in less than 50 hours) for my first certified ride.
Well since that first run the Long Distance riding bug continues
to pester me as well as a new addiction to “endurance rallies.”

A few weeks ago, I was notified that my application to participate in the 2007 Iron Butt Association’s bi-annual rally, 11
days 11,000 miles, had been selected and after I took several
deep breaths and re-read the email several times, I immediately
took inventory of myself, my motorcycle and my family. My
wife is very supportive of my Long Distance (LD) riding sickness and understands that even though physically demanding,
these rides are the only time I truly relax, and thus she gave me
her immediate blessing. My bike, a 2004 K1200GT, is ready to
go with just a few tweaks to get things just right. Physically, I
plan on losing 30 lbs or so and studying the experiences of notable LD riders concerning conditioning, diet and sleep habits.
Mentally I’m ready to go right now and feel like a kid waiting
for Christmas morning.
Numerous friends from the BMWBMW Message boards
have offered assistance in my preparations for the rally, Their
enthusiasm and generosity is quite humbling and hopefully I can
live up to their expectations and do the club proud.

OKTOBERFEST 2006
The dates for this years OKTOBERFEST will be September
29, 30 and October 1. It will again be held at Camp West Mar
and will feature real German food and beer. We will also have
authentic German music and decorate the hall to be like a Oktoberfest Beer Tent. There will be some give always that we get
from the Munich Oktoberfest web site, right from Germany. Oktoberfest is always a good time so mark your calendars and look
for the registration form in the September BTS.
August 2006

For those with an Edelweiss catalog, this special excursion is a
cross between their Best of Europe and the High Alpine Tours.
That is to say we will be riding in the German, Swiss, Italian and
Austrian Alps. The tentative cost, exclusive of airfare, ranges
from ~$4,500-5,600 depending on the type of bike and room.
All that’s required now, however, is a $500 deposit due on or
before October 15 – three months from now – and payable to
Edelweiss’ U.S. travel agent, Tri Community Travel
(edelweiss@trict.com). Also, please reference “Elsie Smith
Group Special Alps Tour” to ensure your reservation is guaranteed for the right trip.
Selfishly, we’d like fill all 20 slots with BMWBMW members before Edelweiss offers the trip to other riders. After all, the
more club members we have, the more memories we’ll be able to
share afterwards. Please feel free to send me a note if you have
any questions (armoredveh@aol.com). Note from the Editor:
The Edelweiss trip is not a BMWBMW sponsored event but is
being organized by club members
20/20 Rally Cont’d from page 6
However, Ed still finished respectably and will continue to be a
force that must be reckoned with.
The event was capped off by a nice dinner and awards
ceremony followed by an evening of revelry in the hotel lounge.
In all, the rally succeeded in its goal of providing a sizable
amount of money and toys for the Johns Hopkins Children’s
Center. To Rick and Jean Miller (The Rally Masters), along
with their dedicated group of volunteers, I applaud their efforts
and offer my thanks for putting on such an enjoyable event. To
anyone thinking of getting involved in endurance rallies, I say to
you, ‘don’t think about it, do it,’ or as we say in Baltimore City
“Get in on it.” Check out http://www.masondixon20-20.org/ for
information about the event.
BMWBMW GT RIDE
I have been quiet this year about our club Rides but it is time
to get busy and have some fun rides scheduled for the fall. Hopefully all of you that got your numbers for the BMWBMWGT
have been busy spelling out the words and having fun. I haven't
heard if anyone has gotten the letter 'H' under States yet but I am
sure someone will. And to give you encouragement for winning,
Bob Higdon has told me he will not be going all out to win. This
should help motivate someone to go to Mexico or Hawaii to bag
the big one. Ed Phelps, Rides Chair
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In MEMORIAM
International Oilheads Club founder and Oil Rag editor/
publisher Steve Coburn passed away at about 6:30 PM Tuesday
30 May 2006 following an aneurysm/stroke that he suffered.
Steve was a long-time member of the BMW San Diego club
and was active in the transformation of the club’s rally from a
picnic to a major west coast motorcycle rally that drew nearly
500 participants.
Steve later moved back to Virginia and resided in Charlottesville, and became a BMWBMW member. Steve was a fellow
CRAB and had nothing but encouragement and was a unique
guy who lived and breathed motorcycling. His ashes are to be
scattered along the Blue Ridge Parkway.
If you have condolences to send, please send them to: Kandy
Dunn, 120 Wahoo Way, Apt. 122,Charlottesville, VA 22903.

BMWBMW COG Joint Camaraderie Ride
The 3rd Annual Camaraderie Ride took place on Sunday,
July 9, 2006. We had the same start and finish locations as previous years because, well they are excellent choices, have many
food choices and are in good locations. They serve us well.
The Camaraderie Ride came about to create some camaraderie between brands of motorcycles. The first year it was mainly
Kawasaki Concours' and BMW's. Russell Fleming of the Coucours Owners Group and myself are spreading the word to
get more brands involved and this year we had a broad representation of many brands. There were 38 riders who came out for
the ride.
Russell again laid out a great route; 160 miles which headed
south from Frederick and crossed the Potomac River at Point of
Rocks. We then headed west through Lovettsville and crossed
the Shenandoah River on Route 9. Riding many great roads we
went as far as Berkeley Springs, West Virginia. There we turned
east on Route 9 and prior to Hedgesville hit the only rain of the
ride. Donning the rain suits we continued across Route 901 and
the short jaunt to Waynesboro PA where we had a big lunch. It
was a very good time with a bunch of other motorcycle nuts.
Next year, I will make sure we have a date that does not conflict
with any other club activities. I hope to see you there.

BMWBMW Pokers Runs
There will be 2 Poker Runs as the end of summer nears.
Mark your calendar for September 17 and October 22. The September poker run will start at the Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont
while the October run will start at Town & Country Restaurant
in Warrenton Virginia. Both are on the Breakfast Ride weekends
so check the Calendar of Events section on the club web page for
additional information.
8
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New Motos
Getting new wheels is like a decade worth of Christmases
and birthdays rolled up into one. That new toy, I mean mode of
transportation to save energy and lessen traffic congestion,
makes for a beaming rider, especial if it’s a Beemer.
Caught a couple of BMWBMW riders with their new
bikes—

Mike Enloe with his R1200 GS—Some might recall that Mike
tried to mislead us by insinuating that he was getting out of riding by selling his R1100 GS. Well, Mike’s R1100 GS bike is on
its way to Ghana without him and he is indeed riding a 2006
R1200GS that he purchased from Morton’s BMW.

Tina Fraembs with her 2005 R1200ST.
Get this, Tina bough the bike from a guy in New Hampshire
who had purchased it from a dealer in New Jersey. The guy had
ridden it only three miles before she purchased it. Tina will sure
solve the problem, whatever it was for not riding.

Got a new Bemmer? Send a picture
of you and the bike to
the BTS editor@
bwmbwm.org you can
have your 15 seconds
in the lime light.

Nancy Oswald on her 2006 R1200GS—Thousands of miles are
piling up on Nancy’s bike which she recently bought from Bob’s
BMW. Because she can barely touch ground, she keeps riding
until finding just the “right place” to park.

The new BMW
R1200R—Who is going to
be the first BMWBMW club
member to get one of these
bikes? Local dealers don’t
know when they will show
up in the showrooms but
we’re probably looking at
this fall. Classic naked bike
with an updated look, more
HP, and available with lower
seat option for the vertically
challenged.

August 2006
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July 9, 2006 BoD Report
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held at the
City Diner, 5616 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA on July 9,
2006. Board Members present were: President Mike Enloe, Vice
President Jim Bade, Membership Chair Nancy Oswald, Treasurer Elsie Smith, Editor Bob Steele, and Secretary Jody Douglas.
Also present were John Douglas, James Monroe, and Joelle
Glaser.
Safety Seminar – Billy Rutherford has contacted Mike with
regard to the First There, First Care seminar to be offered by the
HOG Chapter in Fairfax, and plans to come to the General Membership Meeting to discuss it. The HOG Chapter has invited up
to 15 BMWBMW members to attend the seminar. Mike reported
that though two people expressed interest, no one has agreed to
serve as Safety Chair.
Treasurer’s Report - Elsie passed out the June report. She
indicated that there is a PayPal transaction that is not on the report, totaling $500 for rally registrations.
The Board agreed that rally t-shirt sales will be reflected in
the main Club budget rather than in the Rally budget. Rally tshirts were sold along with other club merchandise and not kept
separate during the rally. Next year rally merchandise will be
accounted for separately. Also, Lona Soule made 25 long
sleeved t-shirts to sell on consignment. The club will try to sell
the remaining shirts for another month, then will return the unsold t-shirts to her. The Board agreed that the Secretary should
buy plastic bins in which to store Club archival materials.
Elsie has billed in advance for advertising for the BTS for the
next quarter, and is receiving payments.
The Board discussed the percentage currently being charged
by PayPal, and opted to absorb the expense rather than trying to
charge and track a “convenience” fee. A minimum charge of
$20 for online sales was set. Rally registration may be increased
next year to cover the cost but that will need to be evaluated.
Membership Forms – Nancy will re-work the form that is
currently on-line and send it to Ted Verrill.
Rally Wrap-Up – An article appeared in the current BTS describing the Rally. Mike suggested that Jim send information to
Ted for the web page, and that it could be the same article that
appeared in the BTS. Jim will include a list of door prize donors,
with a hyperlink to their websites. The list of donors will also
appear in the next BTS. Jim will approach vendors at the MOA
Rally later this month to ask what they would need, in terms of
numbers, to participate as a vendor at the 2007 SRR rally.
Editor’s Report – Bob reported that he has been approaching
new members who attend the Club meetings and getting a picture of them and their bike for the BTS.
Elections – The board needs to appoint a Nominating Committee that will suggest officers for next year. Elsie ageed to submit a list of names to be on the Committee by Wednesday.
Monthly E-Mails – Mike will ask for assistance from someone in the Club to create an automated report to pull email addresses and subscription status monthly so that Nancy/Bob/Ted
can announce that the BTS is on-line via e-mail.
Web-Site – Elsie is working on re-structuring the web page.
The Board discussed the fact that the BTS is slow to be posted to
the web site, sometimes appearing a week after it is mailed. Discussed several other changes that need to be made. A list will be
sent to Ted.
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Holiday Party – James Monroe, who volunteered to organize
this year’s holiday party, reported that he is considering Ft. Belvoir Golf Club as a possible site, and has a caterer in mind as
well. The Board approved the Ft. Belvoir site, and opted to
schedule the party in mid-January to avoid the peak holiday season. James will approach the Golf Club for availability the weekend of January 13-14. There will be a cash bar, and he will bring
options for meals to the next Board meeting.
Nate Kern was suggested as a possible speaker, and Elsie will
ask if he would be interested and available.
Summer Picnic – The summer picnic will be held at Summit
Point, and will be announced in the August BTS. Prior arrangements to hold the September meeting at Lap’s (Quality Cycle)
will be cancelled, and Linda Rookard will be asked to discuss the
change in plans with Lap.
Edelweiss Tour - Elsie has arranged with Edelweiss Bike
Travel that they will offer an AlpsTour, covering Southern Germany, Italy, Austria and Switzerland. The tour will be organized
by some Club members, but is not sponsored by BMWBMW.
Edelweiss needs 10 deposits in order to book the tour. The tour
will be discussed at the General Membership Meeting. [ed note:
contact Elsie Smith or Bill Shaw for more details.]
The Board Meeting adjourned at 10:50 AM so that members
could attend the General Membership Meeting at 11:00 AM.

July 9, 2006 Membership Report
President Mike Enloe convened the meeting at REI, 3509
Carlin Spring Road, Baileys Crossroads, VA. He welcomed the
group and promised to see that notice of the next meeting is
posted on the website in a more timely manner. Four riders introduced themselves as either new members, or members for whom
it is the first meeting.
Treasurer’s Report – Elsie Smith reported that there is approximately $15,000 in the treasury currently. The full treasurer’s report will be published in this BTS (page 2).
Membership – Nancy Oswald reported 12 new and 17 renewing members this month. Reflective BMWBMW stickers were
sent to the new members who didn’t get one in their introductory
package.
Editor – Bob Steele asked the new members to see him after
the meeting so that he can get pictures of them and their motorcycles. He reported that several new events were announced in
the BTS, which was mailed between the 20th and 22nd, and posted
on-line last week. He asked that members send him pictures and
a write-up after a ride for publication.
Help Needed – Mike asked that any member with experience
in Microsoft Access contact Nancy after the meeting to provide
assistance in writing a report to pull e-mail information to members who get BTS.
Rally Wrap-Up – Jim Bade reported that the Rally was very
successful, despite a slightly smaller attendance this year probably due the rain on Friday. Seminars presented were excellent—
Jerry Skene has agreed to repeat his electrical seminar next year.
Doug Grosjean’s presentation was well-received, and his book is
available for purchase on-line. There were t-shirts left over from
the Rally, and they are available on-line from Francis Gunde,
Sales Chair.
(Cont’d on page 18)
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BMWBMW Annual Club Picnic
At
Summit Point Raceway
West Virginia

CCS Motorcycle Racing
Sunday September 10th Rain or Shine
Races run from 8:30am to 5:00pm
Come enjoy the best of regional Champion Cup Racing with all of your BMWBMW friends and
cheer on club BMW MOA member Nate Kern who is racing that day!
Includes discount Sunday admission to Summit Point Raceway, parade lap on the track, picnic
lunch and refreshments, door prizes. A tent will be set up trackside at turn 9 for BMWBMW
members and their guests only. There is a grandstand next to the tent.
Admission $10 in advance to Jim, pay track admission $10 at the gate
(Kids 12 and under get free admission to the track)
You must pre-register for this event!
th.
Please signup by August 15 Make check payable to BMWBMW. Send to:
Jim Fletcher, 8901 Jupiter Road, Bowie, MD 20708

Number attending : ________ x $10 each = total $ __________
Names and phone number: _________________________________________________
Volunteers needed for race day!
Willing to help with (check which):
Tent pick up or drop off _____, ice and coolers ______, folding tables _______
For more info, please call Jim at (301) 352-3348, and visit the Summit Point website at
http://www.summitpoint-raceway.com/ for track details and directions.
12
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Blue Grass Rally
By Steve Anderson
Ever since one of my customers mentioned the Blue Grass
Book Bank benefit several years ago, I've been trying to make it
to the campout weekend. Finally this year, the planets aligned
and I was able to get to Highland County for the weekend of
June 24 & 25. Unfortunately, the rain gods also aligned over
Virginia that weekend, both at the campout and back home. Nevertheless, it was a fun way to spend a couple of days.
While I didn't do a hard count of BMWBMW members in
attendance, I did recognize a number of familiar faces, both club
members and Morton's customers, from the region. There were a
lot of BMWs on site; I would guess about a 2:1 ratio of BMWs
to other brands.
The hardy souls who made the trek -- and especially those
who stuck to their tents in the rainy Saturday night -- were repaid
in full with some superb musical entertainment, a tasty hot dogs
and beans dinner, friendly farm animals, and wonderful company.
The Franklin Project (Dudley Gregory and Frank Skavenski)
kept riders entertained in the afternoon hours with a mix of
popular music. They were followed in the evening by Joyce Andersen and Harvey Reid, who kept the crowd of about 100 peo-

ple glued to their hay bale seats until almost 10 pm. Andersen
and Reid displayed their expertise with fiddle, guitar, banjo, and
autoharp, as they performed original and cover works to enthusiastic applause.
Brian Richardson and his crew host this benefit every June
for the benefit of the Blue Grass Book Bank, a lending library
and activity center for the children of their part of Highland
County. Riders are asked to contribute to the Bank, but the
amount they give is up to them. While more than 200 people
registered this year, the weather cut the number of actual attendees to maybe half that.
Among the other attractions at the farm (aside from the
beautiful green fields, rolling hills, bubbling streams, and the
occasional sheep patty) was the Shrine of the Weeping Norton, a
monument to all things British from the 1960s.
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This small brick outbuilding (below) contains a vintage Norton (of course), a similarly aged Triumph, a more recent Moto
Guzzi, and an eclectic assortment of Brit memorabilia.

From Austin Powers cutouts to ancient advertising posters,
it's all there. There's even a soundtrack! For me, the Shrine was
worth the trip by itself.

For those who wanted to go but couldn't, or those who
would just like to help a good cause, you can still send contributions. Go to the campout's website (http://
www.bluegrassbookbank.org) and look for the links for contributions. You can also check out photos from past events, and
start making your plans to attend next year. I know I am!
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Aside from your bike, your body’s your most
valuable asset. We’ve got a unique way to
protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve
tried.
It’s
a
special
polymer
engineered
to eliminate the aches and pains the can make even the
shortest
ride
seem
endless.
Available
as
either a top cushion in a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-859-5699 or
visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com.

August 2006
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BREAKFAST RIDES

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS

BMWBMW breakfast rides are
informal gatherings of members who
meet for breakfast and ride afterward.
Not all members participate in the
after-breakfast rides, and many
members like to show up solely for
the breakfast. Interested? Show up
early, look for tables with motorcycle
helmets, and don't be shy about
introducing yourself! If you'd like
more information, or to volunteer to
lead a ride one weekend, call the rides
chairman.

7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270
take Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark
Road. Go straight another 2.1 miles. Battley's is on the left.

Battley Cycles

Note: Schedules for breakfast
rides are not fixed in stone nor will a
ride take place if there is a club
meeting or other major event
scheduled on that day. Consult the
message boards for late breaking
changes or announcements. http://
www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695
& Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg,
410-256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301271-7373. Directions: Take I-270
north to Frederick, MD and continue
north on U.S. 15. Take the first
Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop
sign, then left at traffic light. The
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left.

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037
Lee Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187.
540-347-3614. Directions: Take I-66
west to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south)
toward Gainesville/Warrenton.
Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5 miles.
16

Bob's BMW
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit
38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 North. Go to the first traffic
light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one mile on the right.

Lap's Quality Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto
Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke
Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above.

Morton's BMW
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-8919844. From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north)
on U.S. 1, go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left
onto Courthouse Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’s Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-95
North to Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go about 3
miles. We are on the left just before Levering Avenue.
Camp West Mar, Thurmont MD
From US Route 15 North of Frederick MD take the exit at Thurmont marked
Rt. 77 (West). Follow it West for 7 miles and turn left onto Brown Road.
Proceed about 0.4 mile and turn left into Camp West Mar.

Wanted!
Your Picture
We’d love to have a picture
of you and your BMW.
Send an message to
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
with a “short” note and your
name, what the bike is and
where you are
(if applicable). Then, don’t be
surprised if you receive an
email from Nancy Oswald for a
brief interview about yourself,
your bike, why you joined the
club, etc.

Ride-To-Eat Rides
(RTE) are informal gatherings of
BMWBMW members who meet for
dinner. These gatherings are regularly
scheduled for the first and third week of
each month and are always planned and
announced on the club’s web message
board. Typically, the Virginia RTE is the
first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE
is the third Thursday. The restaurant is
always different and the dates
occasionally change. Additionally,
impromptu ride-to-eats are always
popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards
Events section and look for “Ride-ToEat” or “RTE.”
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE
84 80ST 24K mi, Red w/ matching
Hanigan fairing (including pin strips),
BMW saddle bags, a red Eclipse tank
bag, Teleflex fork brace. BMW pwr
socket in the fairing and a front light
toggle switch (for starting w/ a low
battery). Newish battery. One (mostly)
adult mechanical engineer owner. Looks
sharp, mechanically and cosmetically
excellent except one smallish tank dent
(quarter size) and a mark on the seat.
Owner will email pictures or answer
questions if you are in the market for an
80ST. Price: $4800 Location: DC Area
Contact Tom Kawecki
tkawecki@space.nrl.navy.mil(7/06)
O2 R1150RT Silver, 35K miles,
radio, heated hand grips, motorized
windshield, great road touring bike or
commuter bike for HOV. Save gas.
Asking $8,700. call Richard 703-9634036. (7/06)
2002 KZ Sportster & 26 ft travel
trailer/toy box. Owned by non smoking
adults, excellent condition. Asking $14K
will consider reasonable offer;
wilson_hopkins@email.com or call 540446-3349. (8/06)
1984 R65, 95K miles, Corbin saddle,
bags, trunk, windshield, gel battery, good
tires, GPS3+. 1972 R75/5with 180
Velorex 562L sidecar Fenris - 1984 R65
Jormungand 2002 R1150RS Bob King
301-262-5978 robert.e.king@verizon.net
(7/06)
'93 K75S/ABS Silk blue; 53k miles;
stock and tall windshields; stock and
Staintune exhausts; Givi 45 litre top and
sidecases; very good condition. A great
commuter (50+ mpg) or light-duty tourer.
$3,300. Glenn Weiland (703) 450-8131,
day or evening. (8/06)

them for $500; made by Dauntless Motors
Corporation, $275.00 plus shipping;
Widder Electric Vest $137, black, size 48
with soft collar, Very good condition,
BMW plug; Widder Electric Gloves $105,
black, size XL, never worn; Areostich
Darrien unobtanium electric jacket with
BMW plug, on/off switch blue, size 2X,
$110 plus shipping; Moto Line Canyon
Jacket by DIFI XL with removable
thermolite liner, red, air vents, cordura,
shoulder and elbow pads, $25 plus
shipping; several items for a Kawasaki
Concurs as well as a a Susiki Calvacade
for pictures of any of the items or to make
offer please send an email to
wilson_hopkins@email.com or call 540446-3349. (6/06)
Cee Bailey +6' +2' windshield fits 04
R1150RT $150.00; Sebring cat eliminator
R1150GS $299.00; Stock bags with
mounts, left bag base damaged $150.00;
RCU R1150RT accessory shelf $50.00;
Top case Fits older K-LT and R1150GS
with adapter $299.00; Call Ed 410-8046286 or Eabbott410@aol.com (1/06)
Rear rim (170-60-17) from a K 1200
RS - $225; Battery tender plus - $35;
Parabellum wind shield tall for a K1200
RS - $75; Garmin Metro Guide North
America V6 - $30. All items are new or in
excellent condition. Call Jaime Henriquez,
301-587-1833 or email
MPCPAngeC@aol.com (3/06)
Self adjusting shock for K1100LT
hardly used. Bike was too tall; had to
lower it. $100. Call George at 202-6231839 from 9 to 4 or 301-963-2911 after
work; mailto:georgea@iadb.org (3/06)

Aerostich Road Crafter two-piece suit,
red/silver, nearly new, no fading, sealed
seams. Fits 5’8" to 5’9" tall, 120-130 lbs,
it was my wife’s suit and it fit a tall thin
woman very well, not baggy or loose, has
the bib, a neck triangle, and also have a
First Gear rain suit to over fit, and an
73 Suziki GT-185, 12,420 miles.
extra-small Shuberth helmet (white). If
Blue, good condition, two stroke, was
you are a tall thin woman trying to find a
running when stored in garage. Needs:
nice suit to fit, this is it. Clyde
tank de-gunked, tires. TLC, etc. A project MclLaughlin,
bike for you. $450. Epics available, 202- chesapeakeimport@erols.com (4/06)
363-0292 in DC, or
mailto:woxof_2@msn.com (3/06)
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an
updated classic - RS faring, custom
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE painted BMW RS colors Savanna Beige
(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S dual front
BMW F650 GS Seat $100, black,
brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank, fenders & seat
excellent condition from 2002 F650GS;
pan, Corbin seat, Krauser bags & bag
BMW K1200 LT Low Summer
windshield A&S sells new for $231, Very liners, Reynolds rack with rear rack,
BMW tank bag, Eclipse tank bag, tank
good condition $110 plus shipping;
BMW K1200 LT Trailer hitch A&S sells cover, RS pocket bags, Bike cover, Lester
August 2006

wheels, ride off, Engine - dual plugged,
electronic ignition, K&N air filter, top end
rebuild at 39,000, balanced and blueprinted
from rods up, light flywheel, clutch
replaced at TE rebuild, updated shift kit, /7
valve covers, deep oil pan. Suspension San Jose Fork brace, triple clamp, anti dive
kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 & ME 99 2000
miles, new Westco battery, Instruments oil pressure, oil temp, amp meter, clock. 35
yrs of BMW stuff. New /6 mufflers in box,
S back rest with rack, books, sales
brochures, spare parts...my life! You get
the bike; I keep the trophies! $7,500.00
Contact Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or
Flesner00@comcast.net for good photos
(11/05)
Please notify the Editor if For Sale
items have been sold so that ads can be
removed. Listed items will run for three
months, space permitting—and space is
permitting for next month’s BTS.
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General Membership Report (cont’d from page 11)
Several businesses provided items for door-prizes for the
Square Route Rally—Morton’s BMW donated a jacket, Bob’s
donated $1,500 worth of merchandise, Battley’s donated a set of
tires, Helen Two-Wheels donated merchandise—a complete list
of the donors will be in the next BTS. Jim will be soliciting new
vendors at the MOA Rally later this month.
Changes for next year include erecting the registration tent in
a different location and ensuring that ride-sheets are available
and rides better organized. Jim asked that members e-mail him
with other suggestions. Mike thanked all the members who
helped him and Maria with the Rally—Bill Shaw, George VanMater, Elsie Smith, Tina Fraembs, Nancy Oswald, Francis and
Diane Gunde, among others. The President thanked Jim for his
efforts in organizing a successful Rally this year.
Events – In Ed Phelps’ absence, Mike noted several events—
A Concours Owners Group ride is being held today in Maryland
(accidentally planned for the same day as the meeting late last
year), the Grand Tour is under way and several members are
riding hard to collect the 61 photos for the contest, and a poker
run is in the planning stages.
Technical – Jim Snitker is hosting a tech session at his home
in Philomont today after the meeting. Members were cautioned
about recent erosion on the gravel road leading to Jim’s house.
Mike suggested that members who have work space volunteer to
host a tech session, and noted that one is held almost monthly.
Next Meeting – The next meeting is scheduled at Bob’s
BMW for August 13, 2006, with the Board meeting at 9:30 AM
and the General Membership Meeting at 11:00 AM.
Summer Picnic – The summer picnic is to be held at the
Summit Point Raceway on September 10, 2006, where Nate
Kern will be racing. Nate has won several championshps is the
last few years, and races BMW motorcycles. Jim Fletcher is arranging the picnic. The site where the tent is erected is an excellent site from which to watch the races. Members will have to
pay an entry fee to the raceway (with a discount), and pay for
lunch. As the 10th conflicts with the BMWBMW Club meeting
date, the picnic will substitute for the meeting.
First There, First Care – In Billy Rutherford’s absence, Mike
reported that Billy has arranged for a limited number of members
to attend a safety seminar, “First There, First Care,” free of
charge. The seminar is being presented by the Fairfax HOG
chapter. It is a 90-minute class, and is scheduled for July 15th at
Fairfax Fire Station #3.
Edelweiss Tour – Bill Shaw reported on a ride that he and
Elsie Smith are organizing through Edelweiss Bike Travel. Bill,
Elsie, and Phil Ager took an Edelweiss tour in 2001 and highly
recommend the ride. The 12-day ride will tour the Alps and take
riders through Southern Germany, Italy, Austria and Switzerland. Deadline for submitting a $500 deposit is October 15,
2006. The ride will be held from September 4th through September 15th, 2007, and will be announced both on our website, and in
Bob’s BMW Newsletter. Total cost for the trip is approximately
$5,000 depending on upgrades individually chosen.
Bill reported that Edelweiss provides the motorcycles and
arranges all hotels and meals in advance. Accommodations,
meals and roads are excellent. Elsie provided a few handouts to
interested parties. Additional details on this tour are provided on
page 1.
Iron Butt – Don Chatterton was chosen to run the Iron Butt
next year, which begins in St. Louis in August, 2007.
(Meeting Notes cont’d next column)
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REI Presentation – Todd from REI showcased several items
suitable for motorcycle camping, including a quarter-dome Ultralite tent which weighs only 4 pounds and is very easy to erect,
Thermarests for men and women, down bags, and a water purifier that is very small and light, but effective even for purifying
large amounts of water, as for a group.
Road Trash T-Shirts Available – John Douglas showed the
“Road Trash” t-shirts he has designed for those participating in
the road clean-ups in VA and Maryland. The t-shirts are available from Café Press. He presented one to Nancy Oswald for her
service in organizing the BMWBMW road clean-up in MD.
Road Clean-Up – James Monroe and Rick Blanc will be
heading up the Maryland effort in the next year, and anticipate a
clean-up in October. John Douglas will arrange a clean-up in
August for the two Virginia roads.
Upcoming Rides/Events – Elsie Smith will be going to
Barbour Motorsports in Birmingham, AL next month to watch
Nate Kern race. Members noted the outstanding bike museum
there, with excellent camping nearby
Tim VanVranken is planning to ride the Maryland Lighthouse Challenge in September. It is a 500-mile ride that begins
at Point Lookout. He is attempting to collect all 11 in one day.
The VOID Rally is coming up, as is the MV 20/20. Elsie
Smith noted that she completed a 24-hour ride in Nova Scotia,
and will share routes with anyone interested.
Handouts – Mike made available several handouts he received from the MVA after his discussion with a MVA official
regarding ride-to-work day and his comments on a local radio
talk-show had discouraged riders from commuting on their MCs.
Door Prizes/Adjournment - Several door prizes were
awarded, and the meeting adjourned.
Picture is worth a thousand words—The Honda rider was
traveling at a "very high speed," his reaction time was not sufficient enough to avoid this accident. Swedish Police estimate a
speed of ~250 KM/h (155mph) before the bike hit the slow moving car side-on at an intersection. At that speed, they predicted
that the rider's reaction time (once the vehicle came into view)
wasn't sufficient enough for him to even apply the brakes. The
car had two passengers and the bike rider was found INSIDE the
car with them. The Volkswagen actually flipped over from the
force of impact and landed 10 feet from where the collision took
place. All three involved (two in car and rider) were killed instantly. This wreck was placed at the Stockholm Motorcycle Fair
by the Swedish Police and Road Safety Department.

Between the Spokes ©2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

August 2006

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 4-6, Festival of Fives Rally for /5s
Two Wheels Only Campground, Blue Ridge Parkway GA
www.5united.net
August 5, 2006
Maryland Competition Riders Moonlight Poker Run. Ed
Phelps is promoting an AMA sanctioned Poker Run that will start
at Speeds Cycle Saturday night. Registration between 8 and 9 PM.
$10.00 sign up fee.
August 11-13
Barber Mountain Sports—Rode trip Birmingham, AL to
watch Nate Kern race—contact Elsie Smith at
treasurer@bmwbmw.org; http://www.BarberMotorsports.com
August 13, 2006 BOD and Membership meeting—Bob’s BMW
Aug 18-20, 2006 http://www.4windsBMW.org/
40th Annual Four Winds BMW Riders Rally Redbank
Valley Municipal Park.
August 18-20, 2006 http://www.carolinabmwmoa.org
Daniel Boone Rally—KOA Campground, Boone, NC
August 26, 2006 http;//www.masondixon20-20.org/2006/
styrpr.htm
September 1-3, 2006 http://rbmwr.com—Sherando Lake Rally,
near George Washington National Forest, VA
September 1-4, 2006 http://fingerlakesbmw.org
32nd Annual Finger Lakes Rally– Watkins Glen State Park,
“Hidden Valley Campground.
September 8-10, 2006
12th Beemer in the Blue Grass Mini Rally & Campout,
Frankfort, KY mailto: kry@yahoo.com
September 9, 2006
Ride to Berlin—see BMWBMW Events on club web page or
contact George Falcon; gfalocon@compmerc.com
September 10, 2006
BMWBMW Annual summer picnic and membership
meeting held at Summit Point; see the advertisement on page 12
September 16-17, 2006
MD Lighthouse Challenge—www.lilighthousesociety.org/
challenge_page_2006/challenge2006.htm
September 17, 2006
BMWBMW Maryland Poker Run- Start will be at the Cozy
Restaurant in Thurmont, MD - 9AM for breakfast, 10AM to ride.
Ride points are awarded for this event.
September 24, 2006 http://www.rideforkids.org
Ride for Kids Event in Baltimore, MD—see schedule,
registration, and ride details at http://www.ride4kids.org/
columbia/index.htm
September 29, 30 & October 1, 2006
BMWBMW Annual Oktoberfest at Camp WesMar. This
autumn gathering in the scenic Cactoctin Mountains has been
growing in popularity for a weekend in mountains.
Oct 13- 15th, 2006—
The Void Rally http://www.rallythevoid.org a 12 hour mini-rally
providing you the opportunity get your feet wet in this
exhilarating sport. Registration April 15th to early September.

October 14-15, 2006
NJ Lighthouse Challenge—tour of lighthouses
www.lilighthousesociety.or
g/challenge_page_2006/
challenge2006.htm
October 22, 2006
BMWBMW Virginia
Poker Run. The last poker
run for this year so come
out to the Virginia breakfast ride location. Meet at
Town and Country Restaurant near Warrenton at
9AM for breakfast and
10AM to ride.
November 12, 2206 BOD
and Membership meeting—Battley Cycles

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official
BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address
Please check the appropriate box
__New Member
__ Renewal
__ Change of Address
Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I require a paper copy. __

Motorcycles
Name ____________________________________________
Associate _________________________________________
Street ____________________________________________

(Year, Model, Mileage)
#1 _____________________

City, State, ZIP_____________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________

#2 _____________________

Phone Home (____) __________ Work (____) ___________

Total BMW miles ridden: _____

E-mail: ___________________________________________
BMW MOA :___________
Age group:
BMW RA #: ___________
__ 16-25
__ 46-55
__ 26-35
__ 56+
AMA #: _______________

#3 _____________________

Referred to BMWBMW by:
_______________________

__ 36-45

MEMBERSHIP DUES

I’d be willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
__
__
__
__
__

Government affairs
Membership
Newsletter
Sales
Meetings & events

__
__
__
__
__

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Nancy Oswald, 1933 Frederick Rd, Baltimore, MD 21228
12/01/2005

Between the Spokes
c/o Nancy Oswald
1933 Frederick Road
Baltimore, MD 21228

20

FIRST CLASS

Between the Spokes ©2006 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

August 2006

