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Ed Phelp’
s MD 20/20 Ride Repor
Phelp’s
Reportt
Also Known As: The Hole Dam Rally
by Ed Phelps, #1327

The Mason-Dixon 20/20 is an Endurance Road Rally. This
year’s running was the 6th annual event. Rick Miller is the
Rally Master and puts on a very good rally. The volunteers are
the backbone of the rally and he has a small but dedicated staff
comprised of his wife Jean, Louis Caplan, Leon Begeman (Mr.
John Deere biker), Dale Horstman, and our own Don Arthur.
My wife Barb also throws in a hand to help (hope I didn’t leave
anybody out).
Rick offers a 24+ hour one-day and a 48-hour two-day
rally format. If you think a 1,000-mile day is too easy, then you
can choose the two-day, 2,000-mile ride. That is the basics of
the MD 20/20. You receive a list of bonuses (bonii) and you plot
out a route to net the maximum number of points in the allotted
time.
The 24-hour rally bonus locations are posted about 2 weeks
prior to the event. You don’t know the point value of the bonii
but you can mark up a map and have a general idea of where to
start planning when you get the book of bonii in the morning
with the point values. Bonii were scattered all over Pennsylvania as well as New York, Maryland, Ohio and West Virginia.
The 48-hour rally handles Bonii differently. Some of the
24-hour locations will be used but you cannot preplan hardly
anything since the big point winning bonii aren’t known until
after brunch, about 11 AM Friday morning, when the bonus
books are distributed. At this time you need to evaluate all the
bonii, determine what is doable within 48 hours, let you take
the two rest stops, and pick up additional, smaller bonii that are
along the route going to and returning from the Big Pointers.
Choices ranged from a nice group of points in Maine; down
south was the temptation of Key West, FL for big points; or a
tough run to Louisiana and Little Rock Arkansas that was
probably a sucker bonus group. You could get double the big
points but chance not making it back to York before being time
barred (disqualified). Then there was a big bonus in Norfolk,
Nebraska that had good potential. But the probable winner was
a huge bonus in Canada in the wilds of Quebec heading to the
infamous Raddison Power Plant.
In making my plan I ruled out Key West. I think you would
need about 55 hours to get to Key West from York, PA on
Memorial Day weekend. I then considered the combo of
Louisiana and Arkansas as the sucker bonus so that was out.
Maine just wasn’t enough points to win the rally. Quebec
looked good but the chance of long delays at the border worried
me. So Nebraska looked best to me, and besides, I had just been
out in Omaha two weeks earlier for the Iron Butt Association
National Meet and knew it was easily possible to get out there
and back, with rests, within the 48 hours.
Rick usually puts in some kind of twists and that was true
(MD 20/20, continued on page 5)
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Bluenose Rall
y & Trip Repor
Rally
Reportt
by Nancy Oswald, #2451

We (Walt, Kenny, Ironman and me) left Baltimore on a
dreary early morning to begin this adventure. We planned to
ride together for a few hours (including a stop to pick up two
more riders) and then split up. We agreed to disagree on our
destination for the first night – they in Littleton, NH; us in
Portsmouth, NH. All six of us would meet up the following
evening in Moncton, New Brunswick. We planned to ride into
the rally the following morning as a group.
Francesca, Walt’s 2004 Moto Guzzi California, had other
plans. Just after we split, she decided to spend the evening in
Connecticut. Yes, that’s right, she broke down on I-84. By this
time, it was absolutely pouring rain. There we are, on the
shoulder, with Walt changing the ignition fuse.
Okay, it’s running, let’s get out of here!
A few miles down the road, I notice the headlight flicker
and Walt moving to the shoulder. Another fuse. Okay, next exit,
get a room and sort this out. Maybe something is wet. After all,
this is a pretty serious rain storm. Super 8 ahead, Francesca is
still running. As we approach the light, she dies. Right in front
of the Chevy dealer. Change another fuse, we get to the motel.
Walt ran over to the dealer and bought some dielectric grease
and a handful of 15 amp fuses. I ran to the liquor store for a six
pack!
The folks at the Super 8 were very nice. Gave us a bunch
of old stained towels that they won’t use in guest rooms to use
as rags (remember this when you travel by hotel/motel – much
nicer than adding to the stained towel collection). With contact
cleaner and dielectric grease applied all around, we decided
that we would leave at 4 AM the following morning and make
it to Moncton.
Once again, Francesca had other plans. She starting
blowing fuses pretty quickly and the frequency got to be about
one per mile. We tried to get to a 24-hour diner to have something to eat and drink coffee while we sorted out a tow truck.
Sharon from Bristol Wreckers showed up and was very
kind and patient considering the precious cargo being loaded
(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, continued on page 7)
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Treasurer’
s Status Repor
reasurer’s
Reportt
by Mark Dysart

After processing a fresh batch of rally credits and debits, as of 9Aug05, our
account balance is $11,991.88.
From 1/1/2005, the club had Income of $22,375.35 from membership dues,
$5,215.00; accident scene class, $1,528.00, BTS advertising, $6,515.00; club sales of
$578.35; and the 2005 Rally, $8,539.00 [Netted $260.55; way to go, Mike!].
Expenses totaled $17,094.50. The primary expenses were BTS printing and
mailing, $6,628.91; Rally 2005, $8,278.45; Accident scene class, $1,235.60; and
other, $751.54.
CURRENT BMWBMW ASSETS:
Cash and Bank Accounts: $11,991.88
Current Liabilities:
$
0.00

Ride’
s Repor
ts
Ride’s
Reports
by Ed Phelps

The final BMWBMW Virginia Poker Run will be Sunday October 16th. It will
again start at the Town & Country Restaurant near Warrenton. This will be our final
points paying road event. All of you that have been to the poker runs have been
receiving points and we will name a Grand Champion at the Holiday Party. The Grand
Champion Poker Run award will be a highly coveted title that the winner will wear
with distinction. So while there is still a chance to win the GCPR you need to come to
Town & Country and give it you best effort for the final event - no more BMWBMW
poker events this year.
So mark your calendar for Oct 16th. 9AM for breakfast and 10AM to ride.

Editor’
s Note
Editor’s
by Phil Ager

Please give your support to Elsie Smith as she stands in for me while I’m on my
own riding adventure in the Austrian Alps & Italian Dolomites. Submissions are still
welcomed at editor@bmwbmw.org [to be forwarded]. I’ll document my separate,
extended rides on a BMW 1200 GS and then a HD Fat Boy in a future BTS report.
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ORS
BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: Bert Spittel
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-531-5764
W: 410-821-2920
Secretary: Meredith Hassall
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496
Treasurer: Mark Dysart
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Membership: Elsie Smith
membership@bmwbmw.org
W: 301-774-3622
Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
Rally: Mike Enloe
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Pam Fisher
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-526-9130

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Sales: Jim Bade
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-772-8296

Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167

Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496

2

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

Between the Spokes
Editor:
Mailing:

Phil Ager
Dave & Angie Talaber

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Ad
dress Chang
e
Address
Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Club Affiliations
Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

www.bmwbmw.org

September 2005

President’
s Corner
President’s
Heat Injury. The weather has been a little toasty and I
hope everyone is taking action to prevent a heat injury. We
have published articles in the BTS on how to prevent and treat
heat injuries. Didn’t see it – go to www.vnh.org to see it again.
This is the website for the Virtual Naval Hospital and has a lot
of articles on medical treatment and prevention. Remember to
drink lots of water, avoid coffee and caffeinated drinks, wear a
hat and dress in loose fitting clothing that is ventilated.
BMWMOA Rally. I finished my business in Columbus,
Ohio on 19 July and headed the 90 miles to Lima. I had
reserved a spot to park my trailer where there was electricity,
water and a sewage hookup. My first action was to turn on the
trailer air conditioner to get it cooled off. It was a hot day in
Lima. That night we were treated to a major thunderstorm with
60 MPH winds. Most people weathered the storm with no
major damage. The vendors were set up in low ceiling tin
buildings and it was hot in them. I did visit Alaska leather since
I had lost the securing strap for my sheepskin seat pad. I had
tried to find a replacement strap but the clip fitting did not
match any straps I could find. The folks at Alaska leather said
that they did not have one to match but took my pad and sent it
to the sewing vendor with a new strap and buckles. It was
returned in a couple of hours. No Charge! Now that’s customer
service.
I am sure that it is difficult to select a rally venue that will
meet everyone’s expectation but Lima was not an appropriate
location for an international rally. There were a few country
roads that were straight and flat. I rode about 40 miles out and
back early one morning. Ho Hum! Wal-Mart was the big
attraction. I never did find the showers. The local TV touted
that the rally would bring in about $3,000,000.00 but told the
viewer the BMW organization would not be back. They did not
explain that the rally rotates to different locations. Not a first
class event.
Sherpamayberry. Ted Mayberry called me a few months
ago about buying one of my trailers to support his growing
business of providing tents, sleeping bags, mattresses, chairs,
morning coffee and other camping services to bicycle tour
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events. My trailers were too small but he found a very nice
trailer on eBay that had living quarters and cargo space. I
suggested that he consider supporting BMW rallies and took
him several BMW magazines with information about the
rallies. He then contacted the rally chairs and got started. He
did the Georgia Mountain Rally and then moved to the
BMWMOA Rally in Lima and had his best response yet. BMW
RA gave him a link on their home page and people can sign up
for the RA Rally on the RA homepage. I am delighted that Ted
is now supporting BMW rallies and providing a great option
for our riders. Tom and Rita Hassall used the service in Lima
and were very pleased. Sherpamayberry.com describes the
services and has testimonials from satisfied customers. Congratulations Ted and welcome to the BMW M/C rally world.
BMWBMW Club Bylaws. The board has been reviewing
the club Bylaws to bring them up-to-date and take into account
that most of us have email and regularly use it to communicate.
Many of our board actions occur using the internet. We will
make a proposal to revise selected sections of the Bylaws in the
October BTS and then vote on each proposed revision at a
subsequent general membership meeting. The procedures for
revising the Bylaws are in your club directory.
Sturgis Rally. Tomorrow morning, we leave for Sturgis,
SD. I am looking forward to getting to the Black Hills and
riding in some wonderful country. I am also looking forward to
seeing a lot of custom bikes.
Ride Safely. Billy
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Ne
w Member Pr
ofiles
New
Profiles

MEMBERSHIP REPOR
T
REPORT

Hi Nancy,
I’m AJ (Joey) DuPuis... A full-blooded Cajun from South
Louisiana who decided to let the Air Force babysit me for the
past 20 years. Been active duty for 19 3/4 years and hoping to
stay until 26 years. Currently I'm an E-8, Senior Master Sergeant, who works in the Reserve Personnel Directorate for
Headquarters Air Force. My job entails bean counting all of our
Reserve resources using a multitude of computer software.
My current bike is a silver 2002 K1200LT. Previous bikes
include: Kawasaki Concours, Kawasaki Vulcan, Honda V45
Magna, and a few other Honda bikes set up for flat track racing.
I started riding when I was 10 years old; my Dad was a bike
rider from WAY back. Touring is something I plan to do. Why
else would I invest in a LT?
As far as interesting road stories, probably the most interesting story was when I came very close to hitting a full-grown cow
just outside of San Angelo, TX. The poor thing had somehow
crossed the fence and was standing in the middle of the road at
the crest of a hill. I was traveling southbound at around 75 to 80
MPH (on a 70 MPH road) and an 18-wheeler was traveling
northbound. Thank God the truck driver saw the potential mess
and was wise enough to start blaring his horn. By the grace of
God the freaked out cow decided to run towards his lane versus
mine. Neither one of us hit the cow, but I can assure you I had to
pull over to change my soiled shorts!
As far as my new membership, I’m hoping to meet some
new friends, have new experiences and gain technical knowledge
on the LT.
V/R, Joey

by Elsie Smith
2

July ‘05 BMW Membership statistics (as of 31July05)
Membership statistics:
Associate members: 50
Full members: 432
Total members: 482
Number / percent of members electing to download the newsletter rather than receiving a printed copy: 106/ ~24%
New Members, 13 Full and 2 Associates:

Renewing Members:
28 full members and 3 associates.
Welcome to our new members. There’s a wealth of information
on the club website at www.bmwbmw.org. In particular, the
message boards are a good way to keep up with what is happening now. Also, the Ride to Eats are very popular because they are
in the evenings. We love to see you at the monthly meetings or
rides; introduce yourself! Also, the new member packets are
mailed once a month, during the first week of the month for
people that joined in the previous month. Be patient, but if for
some reason you need your membership numbers, please send
me an email to membership@bmwbmw.org

Reminder: If you think that you’ve signed up for the eBTS,
but you’re still receiving hard copies in the mail, PLEASE
send an email to membership@bmwbmw.org and let me
know. When I send out the notification of the newest BTS
being posted to the website and your email bounces back,
I put you on the list for the following month to begin
receiving hardcopies in the mail. You will continue to
receive them until you again notify me with an email that
you really want the sleek & colorful eBTS.
4

Photo by AJ Dupuis

Joey and Susi DuPuis of Alexandria found us on the web.
They’re on a 2002 K1200LT and a 2002 Kawasaki Concours.
Joelle Glaser from Alexandria was referred by James Monroe.
She’s on a 2001 R1200C Euro.
Richard Zubeck hails from Fort Meade and is on a 2004
R1150RT. {see intro on pg 11.}
Tom Kawecki lives in Silver Spring and was referred by Bob’s
BMW. His stable includes a 2005 R1200GS, a 1971 R50/5 and a
1984 R80ST.
Timothy Wehner lives in Falls Church and was referred by a
rider at Morton’s BMW. Tim’s riding a 1998 R1100R.
Bob Chapman of Dameron, MD, was also referred by Bob’s
BMW. He’s on a 202 R1150RS. {see intro on pg 9.}
Al Humphries from Falls Church was a past member years ago.
He rides a 1983 R100RS and a 2000 Kawasaki W650.
Rick Foster from Catonsville was referred by Pam Fisher. He’s
riding a 2003 F650CS.
Doc Gerbino from Herndon found us on the K12 website. He
has a 2001 K1200LTC and a 1984 HD FXR plus a 1999 LS650.
Francis Gunde and Diane Haase, from Bowie, found us on the
web. Between them they have a 2004R1150RT and a 1977 HD
Superglide.
Gene Stroshane from Pasadena was referred by Bob’s BMW.
Rides include a 1994 R1100RS and a 2004 K1200RS.
Neil Donahue from Baltimore was also referred by Bob’s BMW.
He’s astride a 1998 R1100RA.
Ed Pfister of Montgomery Village MD was referred by
Jim ‘Von’ Bade and rides a 2001 R1150GS.

Joey Dupuis on a wanna-be BMW in Cozumel, Mexico

Need Some Club Mer
chandise?
Merc

Remember to order your BMW2 caps, shirts, pins and
.or
g
decals. Just email Jim Bade at: sales@bmwbmw
sales@bmwbmw.or
.org
with a short note on your requirements. And we still sell
customized items such as mugs and teeshirts thru:

http://www
.caf
eshops.com/bmwbmw
http://www.caf
.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

September 2005

(MD 20/20, continued from page 1)

this rally also. The Rally title was “The Hole Dam Rally” which
meant that there would be many bonii related to dams, rivers,
reservoirs, and other water stops. Then there were three plugs
that had no point value, but if you didn’t “plug the dam,” your
points would run out. Each plug was worth 1/3 of your points so
you had to get all three plugs to receive all your points. Get two
plugs and receive only 66% of your points, one plug, 33% of
your points. So you see it was imperative to get all three plugs.
The 48-hour plugs were scattered around. First one was
easy; only five miles from the start in York. Another one was
above State College in Piper, PA and the third was Paw Paw,
WV. Two out of the three would be easy, but depending on your
route, the 3rd plug would make or break your rally. I planned
my route, turned in a “declare your route” sheet and was ready
to roll by 12:05 PM. Of the two PA plugs, #1 was Todd Witte’s
house in north York. He’s an avid skier and has a statue of a
snow skier at the end of his driveway. I took a Polaroid picture
of my rally flag on the statue. Wow, only 15 minutes into the
rally and already have one plug. I returned to I-83 and headed
north and then northwest on US 322 for State College. Piper was
located about 40 miles NW of State College. The plug was to
take a picture of the marker at the Quehanna Boot Camp. That
accomplished, I checked my progress. It was 3:16 PM and I’d
covered 155 miles in three hours. At the riders meeting Rick
talked about the Nelsonville Cemetery and the bad roads it was
located on. My GPS indicated it was only 12 miles across some
gravel roads so I couldn’t pass it up.
The fact that the GPS even had these “roads” in its maps is
amazing. There was some gravel roadbed, then 2-track road and
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finally just dirt. They finally led me to a 2-lane gravel road that
still wasn’t much of a road but better than the last ten miles. I
unknowingly passed the Cemetery when a section of road
looked to be really slick and I was feeling out the surface. After
a few miles I realized I must have missed it and turned around
and backtracked. It was easy to find this time because another
rider was there at the bonus. It was a small cemetery in a heavily
wooded area. No wonder I missed it. Taking a picture and
recording the information it was now 4:17 and only 17 miles
from the last plug. Points are points and this one was only worth
199 but at least I had some. I had two plugs and 199 points.
It was time to hit the interstate and head for Nebraska. I
wanted to be there by 12 noon so I would have 24 hours to get
there and 24 hours to return. So I jumped on the PA Turnpike,
then the Ohio Turnpike and later the Indiana Turnpike. Boring
roads but necessary for making time. Right before dark, two
BMWs passed me at a pretty good pace. I was maintaining a
good pace but in a couple miles they were out of sight. I knew
they were on the rally and figured they were either going to
Nebraska or a smaller bonus in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. I hoped they were going to the UP.
Just after midnight I decided to take the first of the 2-hour
rest bonii. You had to document a minimum 2 hours stopped at
the same location so I pulled into the last of the Indiana Service
areas and did an Iron Butt Motel stop. I took a nap on a picnic
table. I had traveled almost 700 miles in the first 12 hours of the
rally and was ready for some rest.
I got moving again by 3 AM and cleared the Chicago area
before sun-up. I had a granola bar for breakfast and mid morn-
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(MD 20/20, continued from page 5)

Photo by Ed Phelps

ing a Power Bar as I hustled across Iowa into Nebraska. I was 15
minutes behind as I reached Norfolk, Nebraska. To get the bonus
you had to go to the Madison County Museum and buy something related to Johnny Carson. Norfolk was his hometown.
When I reached the museum there were the 2 BMW’s that had
passed me 15 hours earlier. We talked for a few minutes and I
went in to make a purchase and they left. I purchased a couple of
post cards of “Hereeeee’s Norfolk” and a DVD collection of
Johnny Carson shows. Norfolk was worth 20,000 points and was
the halfway point. I was close to being on schedule after
completing 1,287 miles in just over 24 hours. So it was time to
head east. I wanted to be back in York by 12 noon, otherwise
there was a 2-hour penalty period until 2 PM after which you
would be time barred.
I repeated the same highways heading for Chicago. I figured
the two BMW riders were at least an hour ahead of me and had
more chances at bonii than I would have. There was a nice bonus
at Rock Island, Illinois. Since my route took me right past there I
diverted the ten miles and was able to get on the Army Installation to take a picture at the “Ramsey Test Track Monument.”
Time 6:51 PM 409 miles from Norfolk and worth 1,218 points.

Ed flies his ID flag at the Ramsey Test Track Monument

Photo by Ed Phelps

There were a couple of other bonii but the one in Hell,
Michigan looked to be the only one I could possibly have time
for. I still had to get to Paw Paw for that 3rd plug. As I kept
riding and plotting arrival times and mileages, I made the
decision to forgo the Hell, MI bonus. It would add at least 100
miles to my route, at least two more hours, and I’d be pushing
into the penalty period too far. So my plan at this point was to
get my rest bonus, pick up the plug and get back to York.
I rode until I got the nods and stopped for the second rest
bonus at 11:55 PM. I again pulled into a Service Plaza on the
Indiana Turnpike. Even though I was tired, I didn’t get much
sleep. After exactly two hours I got my ending rest receipt and

continued east. After about one hour, the nods hit me again and I
stopped for a short nap. This time it was in an Ohio rest area and
I laid down next to the bike and set my Screamin Meanie for 20
minutes.
Panic Time! I must not have activated the count down on the
alarm, as it was an hour and a half later when I woke up. Good
rest this time but I still had over 500 miles and now only seven
hours to get there. I turned it up another notch and headed for
Paw Paw with all my focus on my surroundings and my electronic gadgets (if you know what I mean). After an exciting ride
to Cumberland, MD and a spirited run down Rt. 51, I hit Paw
Paw at 10:09 AM and got the 3rd plug and saved my big points.
I programmed York in my GPS, and asked it for the fastest
route to York. It directed me south on Rt. 9 to a small road that
cut off miles toward Beckley Springs, WV and then up to
Hancock, east on I-70 to Hagerstown and I-81 almost to Harrisburg. Then south about 20 miles to York and the finish. It was
149 miles and I followed it completely even though I thought
miles could be shaved by some back roads. I held it steady and
made the finish at 12:21 PM, 21 minutes late for which I would
have to take a 378 point penalty loss off my score. But I was
back, had ridden for 48 hours and 16 minutes and covered 2,589
miles. A nice ride for two day’s efforts.
Two riders had gone up to the Canadian bonus and that is all
we knew. Others had done the Maine group and they had the
potential to add up big. Those two Beemer guys and myself were
the only ones that went to Nebraska so I figured I would finish
behind them. As it turned out, Rick’s plugs were the killers for
the Canadian ride. One rider exceeded his 2-hour window and
was time barred and the other didn’t get the Paw Paw plug and
lost 1/3 of his points. OUCH! And the two BMW riders, well,
they didn’t take any rest bonuses and were going to get back to
the finish before 8 AM and take them there for four hours of
rest. Trouble was they came across US 30 and the traffic and red
lights took them past the 8 AM deadline so they couldn’t get the
5,000 points for the rest bonus. As Rick announced my two
Nebraska buddies as 3rd and 2nd, I realized by golly I won the
48-hour rally. My first win for an endurance rally.
BMWBMW was well represented in both rally versions as
our own Mark Sigley won the 24-hour rally with a great ride.
Ask Mark about his ride. Elsie Smith also rode the 48-hour rally
and had an enjoyable two days riding all over Pennsylvania,
Maryland, West Virginia and I don’t know where else picking up
bonii and having a less hectic two days than some of us – but
just as much fun!
Thanks go out to Rick Miller and his staff of volunteers that
did a great job, once again.
Ed checks in at the Finish Line.
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(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, continued from page 1)

The ride aboard the Cat to Yarmouth, NS was extremely
foggy. We couldn’t even see the water from the ship. The ship
arrived about 8 PM local time and we set off, planning to make
it all the way to the rally – about 2.5 hours according to Map
Quest. We could set up in the dark, especially with a little help
from our friends.
A couple miles out of Yarmouth, it starts raining. Hard. We
are on a “highway” in Southern Nova Scotia. This ain’t I-95.
It’s dark and there’s a fair bit of standing water that we
couldn’t quite see until we were in it. Not a place for two tired
motorcyclists. We stop in Digby to get a motel room. Next
morning we get up early and make it to the rally at about 8
AM. Kenny and Ironman from Baltimore ran over and greeted
us very warmly. They quickly got us off our bikes, out of our
gear and coffee in our hands. We headed over the breakfast line
for an absolutely delicious meal. We registered, set up our tent
and headed out at 10:30 on a group ride to Halls Harbour (to
see the tides) and then to an overlook of the beautiful Annapolis Valley.
Ironman tells me that the Bluenose Rally is similar to
European rallies. I don’t have personal experience, so I will
have to take his word for it. The entrance fee was CAN $45.
This included camping and all three meals each day. And the
meals that I had were GREAT! They had field events (slow ride
and darts among others) and various rides including a “fun
run” where you had to answer questions by stopping in various
businesses and getting the answer from a particular employee.
There was a “show” on Saturday night that included skits put
on by unsuspecting “volunteers” who were virgins to the
Bluenose rally. Of course, Ironman and Kenny volunteered

onto the flatbed. Sharon drove Walt and Francesca while Kitty
and I followed under Kitty’s power. The dealership was further
than we thought, but they got her right into the shop and fixed
her up. Final diagnosis was a bad starter solenoid, possibly
caused by a bad relay. We were on the road around 2 PM.
Not going to make it to Moncton tonight.
We made it as far as Portsmouth, NH on a damp, warm,
kinda dreary day and decided to get the Catamaran from Bar
Harbor the following morning. The ride to Bar Harbor was
rainy. Traffic on 1A into Bar Harbor was far heavier than we
thought it would be. Then I spot a sign ahead – Pavement Ends.
Excuse me? It means, just what it says. This major road
suddenly turns to dirt for about a mile or two. And it’s raining
real hard by now so it’s actually mud. Not much we can do but
ride through it.
The queue was already forming for the Cat when we
arrived and a few bikes were in the mix. The bikes are grouped
to the far end to make it easier to load them on the ship. By far,
the most interesting character was Uma, the weimeranner from
Montauk (New York) riding on the back of her papa’s Road
Star. She had a stylish riding jacket and everything. This was
Uma’s vacation because she had recently had a litter of eight
pups and needed a break. Uma’s papa was very interested in
my bike (the Montauk) and had never heard of this particular
BMW before – many of you probably haven’t either.

Photo by Nancy Oswald

(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, continued on page 8)

Uma continues her vacation on the back of the Yamaha Road Star.

Photo by Nancy Oswald

The ship provides chocks and ratchet straps, you secure
your own bike. I was very comfortable with Walt’s securingfor-sea abilities as he was in the Deck Department on merchant
ships for quite a few years. I paid attention and feel comfortable that I could do it myself next time if I had to.

Nancy’s crew stow their bikes for the ferry trip to Nova Scotia.
September 2005

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

7

(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, continued from page 7)

Photo by Nancy Oswald

The ride was absolutely phenomenal. Words can’t even describe
the beauty of it. The ocean is like no other I have seen before –
blue and powerful yet peaceful. The coastline is ragged in some
places, soft and sandy in others. The roads are hilly and twisty –
a motorcyclist’s dream. I had an incredibly difficult time keeping
my eyes OFF the scenery and ON the road. And this is a road
that you need to keep your eyes on! This was one time that I
almost wished to be on the back of someone else’s bike. That is,
until I dragged metal (side stand?) in a turn… Man, I love that!

Somewhere near French Mountain along the Cabot Trail.

We blasted back to Halifax and stayed in a sketchy “guest
house.” Hey, it’s all part of the experience, right? We walked into
the cool part of town and had some dinner and adult beverages at
the Split Crow. A loud, bad band started up so we moved along.
We knew that we needed to get up early the following day to
make it to Yarmouth for our Catamaran ride back to Bar Harbor.
The traffic leaving Bar Harbor was actually worse than it
was going in. The dirt section of road was better because it was
dry. We rode under dry, but threatening conditions to
Farmington, Maine.

Photo by Nancy Oswald

Walt and me. Luckily, there were plenty of other virgins and we
didn’t get called up. Next, a band playing primarily classic rock
started and was still going strong when we all went to bed
around midnight.
Sunday morning we packed our bikes up and joined the
“parade” to Acadia College (about 10 or 12 miles from the rally
grounds) for breakfast and the rally awards. The parade was
basically everyone from the rally riding along with Police
stopping traffic at intersections for us. Residents along the way
came out to wave to us. It was a really neat experience. I’ve done
the Ride Across Maryland so I have experienced the “parade”
before. But this was different, more special somehow. Along
with the typical awards, there is also the presentation of
“degrees” – Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD of rallying. They are
given in five year increments of attendance at the Bluenose
Rally. It was a great presentation. Of worthwhile note is that Joe
Katz, who I originally ran into at our very own Square Route
Rally, was the long distance rider.
The club’s web site is www.accesswave.ca/~jstar/avr.htm.
There’re a few photos and history of the club and rally available.
After breakfast, Ironman, Walt and I rode north to Baddeck,
the base of the world renowned Cabot Trail. We stayed at the
lovely Telegraph House, so named because Alexander Graham
Bell had a home nearby. The Alexander Graham Bell house is
still owned and occupied by his descendants, but there is a
museum of his contributions in town. We were fortunate to be in
town for the evening of the local fireworks (they were rained out
on Canada Day and this was the next nice evening). With the
help of our hostess, we were able to get on a sailing ship (using
her motors) on the Bras d’Or to watch the fireworks. A fun
evening was had by all.
We got up early the next morning to ride the Cabot Trail.
It’s 187 miles of some of the most spectacular scenery in North
America. As we were pulling out of the hotel lot, Walt calls out
to wait a minute. Then he asked if his front tire looked low.
“No,” I say, “doesn’t look low. Looks FLAT.” Ironman carries a
compressor with a BMW plug so I was able to supply some juice
to fill the tire just to get us to a station with a proper air machine
and room to work on the tire. Lucky for us, Nova Scotians are
the friendliest people in the world. The gentleman at the filling
station asked if Walt wouldn’t prefer a new tire over a plugged
one and dialed a shop “down the road” (much further than a
country mile) to ask if there was a tire available. There was and
off we went. We pulled up, got the tire off, had new tire
mounted, reinstalled tire and headed off with only about an hour
and a half delay.
We were very fortunate to have a beautiful clear day. I’m
told that it isn’t worth the trip if it’s too foggy to see anything.

Nancy’s crew overnighted in a Bate’s Motel affair in Farmington

After a very rainy night in Farmington, we rode to Mt.
Washington the following day. It was damp, but not raining for
the approximately two-hour ride. We were greeted at the
entrance with stickers “This bike climbed Mt. Washington” and
told that visibility at the top was 100 feet. That sounded fine to
us – we weren’t going to see the ocean, but we’d get to ride up
this famous mountain. Well, 100 feet at the top does not mean
100 feet on the road to the top. There were plenty of places
where it was much closer to one foot visibility. If not for the
(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, concludes on page 9)
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(Oswald’s Rally Rpt, continued from page 8)

flashers on the Ironman’s RT, I don’t know if I would have
continued. If he had run off the side of the mountain, I probably
would have followed him – it was THAT bad. There was no way
to wear glasses or have your visor down and see. Oh, and the
pavement ended for about 2 miles on this road too! I would
argue with the 100 foot visability at the top as well.
Next, we rode three mostly wet hours to Burlington, VT.
We had decided on Burlington months before for no real reason
other than that there was a brew pub there and it looked pretty
along Lake Champlain. We did not make a room reservation,
thought we’d play it by ear upon arrival. This is how we found
the Willard Street Inn: http://www.willardstreetinn.com/ Just
riding between motels listed on a sheet we got somewhere, we
saw it. It was perfect. Just what we needed. We were a little
embarrassed to even walk in the place in our wet, probably
slightly stinky, motorcycle gear.
Kerry, the hostess, greeted us very warmly and told us
which rooms were available and invited us to take a look
upstairs at the rooms and decide which, if any, we wanted for the
night. We chose rooms, cleaned ourselves up, and walked down
to the lake and then into town for some well deserved drinks and
dinner. By now, the weather had cleared and we enjoyed a stroll
down to the Lake and back up into town for some outdoor
refreshments. Burlington, like much of New England, takes full
advantage of their short summers. They know how to “do
summer.”
The Inn’s outstanding breakfast consisted of delicious
omelettes and an assortment of perfectly ripened fruits – kiwi,
mango, strawberries, melons and the like. As much as we
enjoyed Burlington and the Willard Street Inn, we knew it was
time to head on down the road.
We took 100 south for nearly 150 miles through lush,
saturating green countryside. It was an exceedingly scenic road.
Another “must” for motorcyclists. We picked up the super slab
at the Massachusetts border and headed to Springfield, MA and
the Indian Motorcycle Museum. This place is amazing. If you
haven’t been there, you need to get there. Soon. There are some
amazing bikes there, including the original boxer motor – no,
BMW did not invent it. (but BMW did turn it sideways for better
cooling) The hostess at the museum will gladly tell you all about
that and all the other things that made Indian far superior to
other motorcycles. The Indian Motorcycle Museum should be
considered as a possible group (overnight) destination. Here’s a
write up about the museum I found on the internet. http://
www.wimausa.org/WMA_Indian.html - I don’t think there is an
official web site of the museum, but it’s a great overview. Note
that this article must be old – it is now $5 for adults.
We planned to stop for the night somewhere between
Springfield and home but got close to home and began hearing
foreboding tales of Tropical Storm Cindy so we decided to push
it. In hindsight, we probably should have stopped for the night.
But we all made it, safe and sound and were glad for the extra
time to unpack, clean up, wash filthy bikes, retrieve animals
from sitters, etc. It was a fantastic trip that I would love to take
again if there weren’t so many other fantastic places that I
haven’t been yet. We’re already discussing a trip to the Southeastern US – Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama (Barber!) next fall.
Stay tuned!
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Another Ne
w Member Pr
ofile
New
Profile
Hi Nancy,
I’m Bob Chapman, a 20 year Army Retiree (Nov 2000). I
spent my time in various Recon Platoons, the last being in the
3rd Infantry Division, watching the East/West German border,
wherein the Army thought I'd make a great Recruiter. Recruiting
took me into PA, where I retired and went back to college. I
graduated from Clarion University (Dec 02), interviewed, and
was hired to work at Pax River NAS in Jan 03. Been in MD
since, and like it enough to say with conviction, this is where I
will probably live to a very old age. I work for the Navy in the
Air Traffic Control and Landing Systems/Marine Corps Systems,
and am currently working on ATC Systems on our 12 Carriers.
I have 4 kids, starting at 21 and the youngest will be 12 on
11 Aug. So I have a daughter that just moved down here to MD,
an 18-year old boy who just graduated HS, a 15-year old boy
who starts HS this month and my 12-year old daugter. Of course
ALL of them want to go for a ride, and the only one that has is
the oldest. Now she wants the F650. I’m currently trying to get
my girlfriend to ride. I love long distance rides, getting out and
about, and think they would be even more enjoyable two up. But
I have to get her past the driveway first - the first ride lasted
about 1/2 mile, she
just isn't ready yet.
I ride a 2002
R1150RS (Silver, I'm
told it’s the FASTEST
color) bought two
months ago with
11,000 miles on it,
and getting ready to
pass 17K. Started
riding in 1984 on a 82
Honda SilverWing,
bought in Radcliffe
KY, outside Ft Knox.
I had a friend go to
the dealer with me to
drive the Silver Wing
home, and I just kept
driving it around the
block until I was
comfortable enough
to take it on the street.
I love to Tour; I
haven't done a group
ride yet, but am
anxious to go on one.
I’m looking forward
to racking up the miles
on all the great rides
I read about on the
website! VR Bob
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Secretar
y’
s Repor
ts
Secretary’
y’s
Reports
by Phil Ager, pinch-hitting

BMWBMW Board of Directors Meeting, 14Aug05
Board members present: B. Spittel, P. Ager, M. Enloe, E.
Phelps, E. Smith; J. Bade arrived late.
Board members absent: B. Rutherford, M. Dysart, P. Fisher,
M. Hassall, A. Largiadèr, L. Rookard, and T. Verrill.
Guests present: Don Catterton, John & Jody Douglas, and Tom
& Rita Hassall.
Bert Spittel called the meeting to order at 10:02 am at the
Manhattan Beach Community Center, Severna Park, MD.
Without a quorum, those present discussed a list of recommended changes to the club’s bylaws previously emailed to the
group. Everyone was in favor of making the Vice President also
the Rally Chairman. Burt asked for a treasury status, but no one
had any numbers to report. Then Elsie suggested that the board
should consider raising its advertising rates if the Between the
Spokes will continue in its present form. The rates have
remained constant for many years and could be raised due to
inflation and to the expanded readership with the BTS now on
the Internet. The discussion also touched upon the need to have
a Nominations Committee that recruits the next slate of board
members and then how the slate will be approved at the
November General Membership meeting. The possible changes
will continue via email, and the proposed updates will be
published in a forthcoming newsletter.
John Douglas presented his research on his Virginia
Highway Clean-up initiative. His extensive report is online at:
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/viewtopic.php?p=23675#23675 The
board encouraged him to contact the VA Highway Dept, and
then to give Billy an update.
Tom Hassall presented an article from the Sunday Washington Post concerning an eastcoast Sturgis rally in Little Orleans,
MD (a tiny hillside town between Hancock and Cumberland) at
a campground on Apple Mountain. Mike Enloe gratefully
accepted the suggestion for a possible new rally site. Mike
motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 am; Bert seconded.

General Member
ship Meeting
Membership
Approximately 40 club members attended the monthly
membership meeting at the Manhattan Beach Community
Center, Severna Park, MD. Vice President, Bert Spittel, called
the meeting to order at 11:05 and asked for new members to
identify themselves. Bob Torche rose to say, although not
exactly new, this was his first meeting; he rides a K12GT and he
hoped to get out to more club events. He added that he and his
wife have taken several Edelweiss m/c vacations.
Bert discussed his association with Tracey Martin and the
Lee Parks Advanced Riding Course available at the Frederick
Community College. He described it as a step up from the MSF
& ERC classes; and mentioned he got very good feedback from
club member, Reg Jackson.
Ed Phelps, Rides chair, urged the attendees to get out there
and get their Scavenger Hunt pictures or the Great States
Challenge. He also said the last Poker Run will leave from the
Town ‘N Country Restaurant in Warrenton on 16 Oct, and he
encouraged folks to come out and enjoy the club’s Oktoberfest
get-together at Camp West-Mar on the first weekend in Oct.
Pam Fisher, Safety chair, said that her sister-in-law
(a qualified physical therapist) would be interested in studying
riders’ posture and offering feedback on potential remedies
September 2005

(Hey, what do you
want from a free
study? - contact Pam
if interested).
Phil Ager, BTS
Editor, said he was
taking a trip to
Europe and asked that
folks provide input to
Elsie Smith as she
stepped in to support
both the newsletter as
well as membership
responsibilities.
Jim Bade then
gave out several
interesting door
prizes. The winners
were quite pleased,
including Pam Fisher!
Mike Enloe then
wrapped up the
meeting by wishing Ed Phelps (and the other BMWBMW
members) a successful and safe ride in the 2005 Iron Butt Rally.
The rally starts in Denver on 22 Aug and ends there on 2 Sept.
{Our best wishes also go out to fellow member Bill Shaw!
Sadly, VADM Don Arthur was in an accident in MO enroute to
Denver. He’s in serious but stable condition as of 19 Aug. Don,
here’s hoping you’re soon back in the saddle. Get Well Soon!}
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1150.

Yet One More Ne
w Member Pr
ofile
New
Profile
Hi Nancy,
I’m a 35yr old native Long Islander who first started out on
the pegs of a dirtbike at age 8. Raced motocross (and snuck-out
on Dad's Harley) until age 19. Joined the military at that point
and have been in ever since. I'm a Captain in the Army and now
find myself living close enough to home to where I can mount
my trusty Boxer and take the trip back to L.I. a couple weekends a month. I reside on Fort Meade, MD for the time being.
I just sold my 2003 Anniversary Edition Harley Road King and
bought a 2004 BMW RT 1150, not even broken in yet. I bought
my Road King last July while attending school in Arizona and
rode it back to Ft. Meade. It was a four-day adventure I'll never
forget! I hope to link up with a few ‘new’ BMW enthusiasts and
have fun riding w/them.
Very Respectfully,
Richard Zubeck

Over 8,000 Miles of Rides,
all in the Mid-Atlantic

Great Roads, Great Rides
30 Rides in 9 States
(less than 200 Interstate miles)
One-Day, Two-Day & Three/Four Day Rides
Jennings Glenn, BMWBMW

www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
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Ruth’
s Mor
occan M/C Tour
ar
Ruth’s
Moroccan
our,, P
Par
artt 2
by Ruth Kile, #1847
[Ed. remark: Here’s the next chapter of an exotic and successful m/c
tour. Thanks a lot Ruth! Now the rest of you guys can send your
vacation stories and jpegs to editor@bmwbmw.org .]

Photo courtesy of Ruth Kile

Monday, 10 Feb 03 cont.
Villagers in Chefchaouen think we are Spanish, Belgian;
they never guess U.S. The Chefchaouen mosque dates from the
14th century. A kasbah is a fort, we learn. Non-muslims are not
permitted to enter mosques in Morocco.

Ruth absorbs the atmosphere in the kasbah with the other tourists.

Pointed hoods of the ubiquitous jelabas in Morocco make
the wearers look like Yoda or KKK. Takes some getting used to.
We find a Chefchaouen Internet access site, on Rue Hassan
II. It is called Institut Raouachid, run by a student, Mounir Ben
Salah, who began the site as an educational Information and
Commerce institute for locals. Rates are unbelievably cheap, and
although the keyboards have Arabic on the keys, we are able to
manage.

12

For dinner we twist our way through the medina’s narrow
alleys to Chez Bakala (blessed house) which truly must be
blessed – good food. It is discussed that tomorrow is a day of
sacrifice, dating to pre-Islamic times. Actually it appears to be a
holiday celebrating God telling Abraham he needn’t sacrifice his
own son to Him but could instead sacrifice a sheep. Every year
this holiday means death to millions of sheep all over Morocco.
Tuesday, 11 Feb 03
I’m awakened by a muezzen! In small towns, this guy
wanders from street to street singing the call to prayer five times
a day. I know it must be extremely early so I roll over for some
more sleep. Eventually I turn on CNN and learn that France
blocks aid to Turkey; that Iraq says air surveillance by U.S.
planes is okay, but that Bush is “not fooled.”
Water is deliciously hot and water pressure is torrential. I
have a huge bathtub (I learn that Larry & Juan Carlos have a
small narrow tub with a steep incline within, which they could
barely stand up in to take a shower). Big green hexagon tiles fill
the bathroom. The bed was covered with a huge, heavy, warm
wool blanket of vivid green, with orange, rust, and navy trim –
lucky for me, because the tiny, wall space-heater was about as
effective as the one I had in Trevelez in the mountains of Spain.
To get any heat at all I had to twine my fingers around the
radiator. The bed is queen-size; the floor is tiled, with heavy
wool area rugs on each side of the bed in natural brown & tan
wool color; big wooden closet with Moroccan gold filigree crest
design on each door.
CNN continues: is North Korea in collapse? 92 indicators.
Oil prices are higher. . . . Outside the window, now 7:30 a.m., I
see cats frolicking. There are clouds on the mountain visible
from my window facing the medina.
CNN: France, Germany and Belgium want to add more
weapons inspections. Don’t protect Turkey from Iraq attack.
Revoke France’s privileged status (it is protected from attack but
need not help militarily)?
My first time brushing teeth with bottled water.
Julie and I quickly make our first bargaining effort for
jelabas after breakfast. Julie learns quickly, pretending she
doesn’t have enough cash for agreed price, and gets away with it
as the merchant accepts the money she offers. (Ruth’s Trip, see pg 13)

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

September 2005

Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .
We pack and mount the bikes for our ride to Fes, Imperial
City, founded in the 8th century, home to one of the world’s first
universities, the Quaraouine, and the intellectual and spiritual
capital of Morocco. We stop for lunch at a hilltop restaurant
overlooking the Roman ruins of the city Volubilis, a center for
the olive oil trade which reached its zenith in the 2nd and 3rd
centuries AD. I look out the restaurant windows and think “Is
there war?” – not is there snow? Rain?

Photos courtesy of Ruth Kile

(Ruth’s Trip, see pg 12)

Even the storks know a great nesting site when they see some!

Ruth, kneeling second fr left, & gang enjoyed their visit to Volubilis

Later we explore Volubilis, where mosaic tiled floors are
still intact, along with columns, arches, gran via, wild poppies.
Many houses nearby are made from stones taken from the
Roman city. Many nesting storks, they seem to enjoy building
their weighty nests on ruins. Kaz gave us the tour.
Julie decides she will ride in the van, not on her bike. Roads
are not great, often twisty, narrow, with bad shoulders, and
gravel, but the drivers are very good, very alert, aware and
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cooperative. Truckers give good information by using left
blinker if unsafe to pass, right blinker if safe. They tend to move
over to facilitate our passes. You can even pass three vehicles
abreast, with small car & truck making way for motorcycle.
In Fes we have a beautiful modern accommodation, Hotel
Menzeh Zalagh. My room is palatial, high-ceilinged, beautiful
tile work, king size bed, sitting area with coffee table and chairs,
giant bathroom, dressing area . . .elegant Arabic lamps.
Julie, Doug, Larry and I set out to find the Internet Café –
it’s huge, not a café, and the clientele are mostly men, mostly
looking at porno sites! We get slightly lost on the way back and I
insist on asking directions from a kindly woman bar owner who
points us in the right direction. Doug wanted to take off down a
poorly lit street... he was right, of course, but I didn’t know that.
Wednesday, 12 Feb 03
“Rest Day” – Hah! We spend from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
touring (walking) and shopping and lunching in the Fes medina.
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Photos courtesy of Ruth Kile

(Ruth’s Trip, continued from pg 13)

Scott Moreno, head of Iberian Moto Tours, w/Ruth at lunch in Fez.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Kile

We ride from Fes south through Ifrane towards Azrou.
Azrou is the Moroccan ski capital, characterized by mountains,
Hamid’s a local expert; Ruth’s just soaking in all of the atmosphere.
The Guatemalans are spectacular at bargaining. I bought my first cedar forests and wild monkeys. I avoid the monkeys after
stories I’ve heard about the ones on the Rock of Gibraltar. We
oriental rugs, bought a leather cushion, and bought Fez pottery.
Bought prayer beads for Enrique, Meredith’s boyfriend. Most of ride on toward Midelt, the start of dry desert terrain similar to
the shops in the medina were closed today for the sheep sacrific- Arizona. We continue on through the Gorges du Ziz, canyons
formed by the Ziz River. Note, the rivers are all dry, and have
ing holiday. The main activity was grilling sheepheads, preparapparently been so for three years. We pass through the Legioning pelts for the tannery, etc. The hibachi of the Fes medina is
the bedspring. Blood draining in gutters, sheepskins everywhere. naire Tunnel (not illuminated) to Er Rachidia where the landscape features date palms, adobe villages and sand barriers on
60,000 live in the medina. Our guide, Hamid Mohib, is Berber,
the sides of the roads to stop the wind from blowing too much
from the Medina; orphaned and educated by his professor
sand onto the asphalt. Sand barriers are of woven palm leaves.
relative. Mohib explains that the government does not protect
100 km further we arrive at Erfoud. Erfoud was the last city to
the medina, but the medina pays no taxes. Residents do not
fall to the French in 1932. Its marble fossils and annual date
attend school, but learn the work of their fathers (artisans).
Children are the insurance of the parents. The medina people are festival put it on the map.
poor, but have a rich life. The medina operates communally for
things like bakeries – the children bring the family’s dough to be
baked every morning. Fes location between the Rif Mountains
and Atlas Mountains – water from snow melt, springs, rivers.
Hydropower provides electricity.
We visit a tile and mosaic factory. After olives are pressed
for oil, the crushed pits are used to fuel the kilns. The pits are
mixed with sawdust (kindling) and a pre-set amount of pits/sawdust is shoveled into the kiln to yield just the right temperature.
Lunch in the medina is wonderful. I have pigeon pastille
which is typical, but it is better here than anywhere else.
Juan Carlos, Lourdes, Edgar, Larry, Julie, Doug and me all
go to I-net café in the evening. . . .
I’m out of cash, the bank machine doesn’t work and Scott
lends me 500 DH. Larry picks up my share of the pizza at the
hotel.
Thursday, 13 Feb 03
Ruth shown actually riding an R1150R in the high Moroccan desert
At our exotic lodging for the night, Hotel Kasbah Xaluca, I
quickly am befriended by jebala-clad Rafa, who did the interior
design work for the upscale resort complex. Rafa allows me to
connect to email on the hotel’s computer, after which he gives
me great bargains in the hotel gift shop.
.
Our group gathers for drinks in the outdoor courtyard of the
resort complex. Following this, Rafa shows me around the still
incomplete resort, explaining that the bed-side lamps are made
Classic Twins (1970 and later)
of gypsum; the sinks and countertops are made of fossil marble
K bikes and Oilheads
Anton Largiadèr
from the Sahara desert (which he reminds me used to be a sea);
Repairs and maintenance
(434) 295-0496 (h)
other beautifully painted lamps are made of camel or goat skin.
Tire installation
(434) 409-3767 (m)
Rafa says there are ten hotel schools in Morocco. He did a
Roadside rescue
anton@largiader.com
(Ruth’s Trip, continues in Oct!)
practicum in Germany.

Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville
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Oktoberf
est 2005
Oktoberfest

by Ed Phelps

Are you ready for some fall riding in the Catoctin Mountains? How about some authentic German food and Oktoberfest beer?
Or just kick back and relax with your friends around the fire? All these things are planned at the club’s annual Oktoberfest weekend
at Camp West Mar in Thurmont, MD, September 30th plus October 1-2.
Last year we had authentic Bavarian wursts and sausages, German potato salad, sauerkraut, etc. Plus we had carafes of
Oktoberfest beer. This year we’ll try our best to expand the menu and have an even better selection!
We will decorate the hall to be a little like a beer hall at the other Oktoberfest, the one in Munich Germany. Is that “umpah
music” I hear?
Oktoberfest is a laid back weekend. It’s a perfect event for new members who have not yet been to many club events. The group
is small enough that you can meet fellow members and get to learn more about the club. You can take a ride with others that know
the good roads around the area. Then, there is relaxing around the campfire, kicking tires and telling stories.
This year you can arrive early by coming up on Friday evening after 6 PM. There are no planned activities or meals on Friday so
you can ride out with others for dinner in Thurmont or Frederick. Otherwise, check-in is all day Saturday. We will have snacks and
drinks during the day, with dinner at 6:30 PM. We will again have a TV and VCR/DVD player and projection screen. If you have
done some interesting trips on your bike, bring the videos to show to the captive audience. There will also be some motorcycle
movies to entertain you.
So come on and send me your registration; I guarantee you will have a good time. Check the web site message boards for
comments on past Oktoberfests if you aren’t sure about attending. See what other members have to say. And if you have friends that
aren’t yet members, bring them as guests and they can get introduced to the club in a relaxed setting.

✁

✁

✁

OKT
OBERFEST 2005 - Registration Form
OKTOBERFEST

Sept 30th + October 1, 2 • Camp West Mar
Mar,, Thurmont, MD
Early arrivals welcome after 6:00 PM on Friday, Sept 30th;
Check-in is all day Saturday, October 1st, and check out is 10:00 AM, Sunday, October 2nd.

❏ YES, I/WE WANT TO JOIN IN ON THE A
UTUMN FUN!
AUTUMN
$20 per Adult - $10 per c
hild (12 & under) - (under 3 free)
child
Enclosed is $ ____________ for _____ adults & ____ younguns
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW, to:
Ed Phelps, 7447 Old Washington Rd, Woodbine MD 21797-9115
For more information, please call Ed (before 9:30 p.m.) at 410-781-7521
Please include SASE or your email address if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.

You must pre-register for this event.
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRA
TION IS MOND
AY, 20 SEPTEMBER.
REGISTRATION
MONDA
Name ________________________________________________ Email:__________________________________________
Name ________________________________________________ Email:__________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________ City __________________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H) __________________________________________ (W) _____________________________________________

I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington and the American Legion
Camp West Mar for any liability resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2005 Oktoberfest.
This waiver extends to my heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns.
Signature _______________________________________ Date ________________________________________
Signature _______________________________________ Date ________________________________________

September 2005
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CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA

BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST

7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.

Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

le Repair
Lap’s
Cycle
Lap’
s Quality Cyc
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Mor
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
ton’
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S. 1,
go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse
Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

le
Speed’s
Cycle
Speed’
s Cyc
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to Route
100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are located
on the left just before Levering Avenue.

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg,
410-256-0970.

BMWBMW Ride-T
o-Eat’
s
Ride-To-Eat’
o-Eat’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal gatherings of BMWBMW members who meet for
dinner. These gatherings are regularly scheduled for the first and third week of each
month and are always planned and announced on the club’s web message board.
Typically, the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and the Maryland RTE is the third
Thursday. The restaurant is always different and the dates occasionally change.
Additionally, impromptu ride to eats are always popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events section and look for “Ride-To-Eat” or “RTE”.

Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday

Al
wa
ys be A
ware of Your Surr
oundings!
Alwa
ways
Aware
Surroundings!

Photo off the wild & wacky world wide web

As highly skilled BMW motorcyclists, you never know what may lie around
the next bend in the road. And Watch Out for Cracks in Your Windshield!
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The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
03 Suzuki V-Strom DL1000. 2002
Motorcycle of the Year. Poor mans' GS.
5.6K mi. Givi matching bags & trunk.
Corbin seat. Throtlemeister. Tank bag.
Tall windshield. First $7,100! Call
George in PA. 717-658-4970 or
gyoungbmw@innernet.net (07/05)

Reynolds rack, ugly top box but it
works and is easily removable, recent
gel battery, recent rear tire and front
brakes with caliper rebuild, EPics
available, woxof_2@msn.com 202363-0292 in DC. (08/05)

02 Suzuki SV650, yellow, 17K, Givi side
bags (E42), Givi top bag (E52), Corban
seat, 2-Brothers slip-on muffler, Givi
windscreen(A750), tank bag, factory
service manual, dealer maintained.
$3,495 Alan Crosby, Arlington, 703 3519654 or alancrosby@juno.com (07/05)

75 750 /6, Ready to part out - excellent
drivetrain, original R90 except for nearnew R75 top end; excellent tires and
spoke wheels; excellent gelcell battery;
frame/forks/etc./title; non-rusty tank,
albeit dinged and needing paint; carbs
might need cleaning; etc. Just N.E. of
D.C. 301-699-8833, 9AM-9 PM, or
safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/05)

01 Yamaha Virago 250. Bike is almost
brand new with only 1,350 mi. Comes
with windscreen, leather saddlebags and
cover. Excellent beginners bike; very
light, only 300 lbs. $3,000. Contact Viv
or Tom Turnbull at (410) 987-8842 or
thomas621@comcast.net (07/05)

73 Suziki GT-185, 12,420 miles. Blue,
good condition, two stroke, was running
when stored in garage. Needs: tank degunked, tires. TLC, etc. A project bike
for you. $450. Epics available, 202363-0292 (DC), or woxof_2@msn.com
(08/05)

00 K1200LT, champaign in color, 29K
miles. New tires and brake pads; PIAA
aux lights and low profile windshield.
Looks and runs great. Garage kept, driven
daily to work. $9,500 firm. Call Todd @
301-274-3599 anytime before 10pm.
Leave msg - I’ll return your call or
mailto:Cybortodd@aol.com (06/05)

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS

94 Yamaha GTS1000A California Edtn.
Low miles (13,738). M/C incorporates a
swing arm and shock front-end that
eliminates forks and makes for a wonderful sport touring ride. The front brake
utilizes a 6 piston caliper, wheel base is
58.9 in, and gas tank holds 5.3 gal. Many
extras incl: Fiamm electric horns, Rick
Mayer custom saddle, stainless steel
brake and clutch lines, Givi rack and tail
trunk, 23L RKA expandable tank bag in
custom color, + more. Excellent shape;
$7,000 obo. Contact Henry Winokur at
(301) 320-2104, henwin@verizon.net
pic: www.kevinhawk.com/henrygts2.jpg
(09/05)
87 K100RS, Pearl White, 22K (5,100
orig + 17K on new speedo), $4,200.00,
bags, Corbin seat with backrest moveable
front or rear, Aeroflow shield, heated
grips, C-bars and bar-backs, recent tires
and gel battery, new front brakes, new
fork seals and gaiters; Epics available,
woxof_2@msn.com, 202-363-0292 in
DC. (08/05)
79 R65, Champagne, 21,000 miles,
$3,000.00, Matching Lufty faring,
September 2005

Motorcycle ToyBox - 2002 KZ
Sportster 26 ft travel trailer, Asking
$19,000.00/OBO. Haul your bike in
style and comfort. Holds upto 4 adults
and 2 bikes. This unit was used a few
times by non-smoking couple with no
kids. Has air, furnace, and 12ft garage.
More info and pictures from
Wilson_Hopkins@email.com (06/05)
Firstgear Kilimanjaro jacket (XL) and
pants (36) with fleece liner (XL). Great
condition $100. Zero 60 summer riding
pants (XXL-run small, closer to XL)
Like new $35. BMW 12" riding boots,
gray/black, size Euro 43/9-10 US.
Worn one light riding season $75.
mailto:jwnickum@prodigy.net or call
301-469-9503, 9 to 5 PM. (09/05)

COATS: River Road heavy leather
(44)like new $60; Fieldsheer winter
(XL), red, $30; Joe Rocket Meteor 4
(S), yellow and black, like new $60, Joe
Rocket mesh (M) yellow and black,
yellow $40; Fieldsheer (XS), black like
new $40. PANTS: Vanson heavy
leather(38) like new $125; HarleyDavidson leather jeans (36) like new
$55. HELMETS: HJC Fuse (S) full,
yellow graphics like new $45. Spitfire
universal windscreen $25. Alan Crosby,
Arlington, 703 351-9654 or
alancrosby@juno.com (07/05)
Red full face Shoei helmet L, brand
new. Paid US $180 - sell for $70; Black
cordura Motorsport jacket with liner,
waterproof fits sz 40 - 44 worn 5 times,
paid over US 200 - sell for $70. Self
adjusting shock for K1100LT hardly
used. Bike was too tall; had to lower it.
US $100. Call George: 202 623-1839
from 9 to 4 or 301 963 2911 after work,
GEORGEA@iadb.org (08/05)
Nearly new, extra large, First Gear
Textile riding coat with all padding,
removable lining. lots of pockets. worn
three times and outgrown $100. Hardlyworn Shoei full face helmet, large,
black, excellent condition $75.00.
Call Bill, 410-987-8826 or email at
Mdrebels@AOL.com (06/05)
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Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors may contact the
editor for rates. We request that
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of
the month preceding the month of
publication - INCLUDE Member Nbr!

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day of
the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).

Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Wanted! Your Picture
We’d love to have a picture of you
and your BMW. Send an email to:
editor@bmwbmw
.or
g with a
editor@bmwbmw.or
.org
“short” note and your name, what
the bike is and where you are
(if applicable). Then, don’t be
surprised if you receive an email
from Nancy Oswald for a brief
interview about yourself, your bike,
why you joined the club, etc.
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CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
Sep 2-5, 2005

http://www.fingerlakesbmw.org

31st Finger Lakes Rally. Once again they’re at the Watkins Glen State Park Hidden Valley
Campgound, 3 mi west of the town at the end of Rte 329. Offers: 3 nights camping,
2 catered dinners. Sorry, no early arrivals, no pets & no campfires. $45 pre-registration by
8/20, ($48 at gate); ages 6-15, $25 (gate $30); under 6 free. BMW riders & guests only.
Gate opens 10am Friday.

Sep 11, 2005 – Reser
vations required! Check your August BTS.
Reserv
BMWBMW monthly General Membership meeting @11 am and club “picnic” at 12:00
p.m. at the Heart in Hand restaurant at 7145 Main Street, Clifton, VA. Directions: From
I-66 in VA, take exit 55, Fairfax County Parkway (Rt. 7100) south. Turn right (west) on
Popes Head Road (Rt. 654). Where Popes Head dead ends, turn left (south) onto Clifton
Road (Rt. 645). Follow Clifton Road into Clifton. The restaurant is just past the railroad
tracks, on the left.

Sep 24, 2005

http://www.battley.com

Battley Cycles’ Open House and a sponsored Ride for Cystic Fibrosis on Saturday
from 10 am-3 pm.

Sep 25, 2005

http://www.ride4kids.org

Annual Ride for Kids in Columbia, MD for all makes of motorcycles.

Sep30+Oct 1-2, 2005 see registration form, page 15.
BMWBMW annual Oktoberfest at Camp West Mar. This autumn gathering in the scenic
Catoctin Mountains has been growing in popularity in recent years. Come join the fun and
enjoy a great value for a weekend in the mountains!

Oct 6-9, 2005

http://www.bmwra.org/

33rd BMW RA International Rally, Shelbyville, Tennessee.

Oct 15, 2005

http://www.mortonsbmw.com/

Morton’s BMW Oktoberfest Open House; Saturday from 9 am - 4 pm. Live music,
authentic German food, door prizes, demo rides, and much more. Details on their website.

Oct 16, 2005
BMWBMW’s Virginia Poker Run. The last poker run for this year so come out to the Virginia breakfast ride location. Meet at the
Town ‘N Country Restaurant near Warrenton at 9AM for breakfast and 10AM to ride.

No
v 13, 2005
Nov
BMWBMW monthly General Membership meeting @ 11 a.m. at
Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD. See Dealer Directions on pg 17.

Dec 17 2005 – Sat night – Reser
vations Req’
d!
Reserv
Req’d!
BMWBMW annual Holiday Party at Bolling AFB Officer’s
Club. Details to follow. Note: Because this is being held on a
military installation, pre-registration is mandatory for security
purposes. No “walk-ins” will be accommodated. Be sure to plan
ahead this year!

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW events or events
unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events
throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check appropriate box
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address

❑ I decline a paper newsletter; I can read Between the Spokes on the club’s website!
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

Age group:
G 16-25 G46-55
G 26-35 G56+
G 36-45

Referred to BMWBMW by:

MEMBERSHIP DUES

G
G
G
G
G

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, PO Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077

10/1/2004

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

FIRST CLASS

