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2005 Iron Butt Rally Recap,
One Rider’s Perspective

2005 European Travel Report
By your humble Spokes Editor, Phil Ager

This year I used up most of my leave and a chunk of my
bank account on another European holiday composed of three
different legs. First I was tempted to take another trip to Europe
when I received my February edition of RoadRUNNER magazine: www.RRmotorcycling.com . It seemed affordable and it
particularly suited my timeframe. I chose the 1 rider/1 bike,
double occupancy option for $2,980 (single occupancy $390
extra) for my 10-day riding tour in the Austrian Tirol and Italian
Dolomites. Mrs. Christa Neuhauser helped arrange a roommate
for me though email, and that worked out to be very manageable. As a reference point, an Edelweiss “Best of Europe” 9-day
riding tour with similar accommodations runs about $4,210
($4,610 single occ.), but it includes more personalized service, a
support van, picnics, and suggested daily route sheets.
I next arranged a visit with my brother, Richard, who now
resides in the northern suburbs of Barcelona Spain. The third leg
of my tour came into being when I offered to take up my friend,
Homer Krout’s invitation to come visit him at his home in
Bamberg, Germany. After trying to secure a loaner bike after the
RR tour, he ever so generously offered to let me ride his ‘other’
Harley-Davidson (he has two here & two there). Some of you met
Homer at the Ride to Eat at Hunter’s Tavern in Upperville. I first
met Homer at Larry Fear’s “Capital 1000” Rally back in 1999; I
then transferred into his area of work late in 2000. What a small
world! Although Homer is a hardcore H-D Long Distance Rider,
he recently purchased a R1200GS on which to ride his third
Iron-Butt. So here’s my report on some of my vacation experiences and observations on riding motorcycles in Europe.

by Bill Shaw

In August, 1988, I had the privilege to meet one of
America's greatest patriots: Lieutenant General Vernon Walters.
At the time of our introduction, Gen Walters was the US Ambassador to the United Nations. His diplomatic and linguistic
abilities (fluent in six west European languages as well as
Russian and Chinese) are stuff of legend and stories about him
still echo through the hallowed halls of the Dept of State on
23rd and C Street, NW. When introduced, I appropriately
referred to Gen Walters as Mr. Ambassador. With a smile, he
responded by saying, "Son, if you have to use a label, please
refer to me as General. I was given the title of ambassador by the
President; but I earned the rank of General."
Fifteen years later to the month, I was reminded of Gen
Walters' remark when a multi-vehicle accident in Phoenix forced
me to withdraw from the 2003 Iron Butt Rally (IBR). Because I
did not finish the rally, I felt I had not earned the right we wear
the commemorative 03 IBR shirt, hat and pin that all entrants
receive. As a result, they were unceremoniously put in my closet
when I got home - unused.
Failure is something that I am not accustomed to. It does
not suit me well. To the contrary, I've always excelled at and
completed every professional and personal goal I started. So I
was determined, more than ever, to overcome this derailing
setback and finish one of the greatest endurance contests in all
of motorsport.
An old maxim familiar to everyone states: "Be careful what
you wish for, because you just might get it." Shortly after being
notified that I was selected for the 05 IBR, the nightmares
began. Lisa Landry, the Iron Butt Rallymaster during the last
event, had significantly upped the ante for this year's rally.
There would be no base route, riders would need a minimum

Sat, 3Sep05
Richard met me at the airport and took me home for a
modest nap (since I just can’t sleep on planes). Upon awakening
around noon, we walked down to the main street in Llinars Del

(IBR Recap, continued on pg 8)
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A taste of things to come. Phil at Passo di Giau near Araba, IT.
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(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 1)

The Void Report

Valles to watch the Tour de Spain roll by.
As I had recently participated as a motoRef in the Tour de Toona with BMW
accomplices, Mark Byers and Mark
Dysart, I could really appreciate the
manpower and coverage this race
received (dozens of BMW police bikes,
multiple press bikes, and two helicopters
(1 police/1 press)).

Congratulations go out to club member,
Mark Sigley, who won the solo class in
the inaugural Void Rally. This was a
10-hour, 500-mile cap rally originating
in Lynchburg, VA, on October 15.
Club members Nancy Oswald (finished
13th), Tim VanVranken (finished 16th)
and Elsie Smith (DNF’d) also participated with great enthusiasm.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Photo by Phil Ager

As of October 20, 2005, the club's bank
account balance is $11,113.80. After a
refund of $177.01 from Coca Cola,
the Rally income has increased to
$437.56.

The peloton cometh in the Tour de Spain!

We then went out for drinks at Banyoles
Park, where the rowing events for the ´92
Olympics were hosted. Finally, as is
usual for Spain, we had dinner around
10PM and I was in bed by 00:30. From
Sunday through Tuesday we also went
swimming at a nearby Mediterranean

There has been no other activity since
the Rides Chair and I have not been
able to get together to process the
Oktoberfest income and expenses.

Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Pam Fisher
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-526-9130

Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Sales: Jim Bade
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-772-8296

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167
2

Advertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors can see our ad
rates at http://www.bmwbmw.org/
bts/bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml .
We request that display advertisements be submitted electronically no
later than the 10th of the month
preceding the month of publication.

Please email all submissions to

Rally: Mike Enloe
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263

Treasurer: Mark Dysart
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is
published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
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Newsletter: Philip Ager
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Editor:
Mailing:

beach where topless sun-bathing is
accepted. We also took sightseeing trips
to Besolú (which happened to be
throwing their annual medieval fiesta),
Sitges, and Barcelona. After reconnecting with my only sibling, I was off to
Munich on Tuesday afternoon to meet

THE 2005 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
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Technical: Anton Largiadèr
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All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Address Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Club Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

www.bmwbmw.org
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Oktoberfest
If you missed our October gathering at Camp West Mar you
missed a special event. Ed and Barb Phelps have been making
this happen for the past few years and really hit a new high this
year in the food, beer and fellowship. Gerry Barton was again
the Executive Chef for the event and prepared a variety of wurst
(sausage) to perfection. Having lived in Germany for three
years, I developed quite a palate for German food. We had
about 50 people attend and most camped. Friday and Saturday
nights were highlighted with the campfire philosophers who
covered a wide variety of subjects. Another group in the dining
hall watching videos of some of the best of the Johnny Carson
show. Everyone had a great time. Thanks again to all of the
people who volunteered to make this such a first class event.

Cold Weather Gear
This is really a great time of year for riding but the temperatures will continue to drop and you need to be prepared for
riding in cold weather. Now is the time to check your riding
gear from boots to helmet and everything in between.
One morning we started a ride and the temperature was in
the 20s and by afternoon we were riding in 60-degree weather.
This is when the concept of layering is validated. You just keep
pealing off the layers to accommodate the temperature. I am
particularly concerned about the gloves that I am wearing and
make sure that I have the gloves that will keep my hands warm
and dry in any temperature. I will usually carry at least three
different pairs of gloves. It is no fun riding when you’re cold –
and it is also very dangerous. Even a tiny open spot can feel
like someone is pouring ice water down into the opening. All of
our BMW dealers and some of the other bike shops can offer
advice on how to get the right combination of cold weather
riding gear. Frank Cooper, Adventure Motorcycle Gear, made a
presentation at one of our monthly meeting about matching the
riding gear to the weather. Frank’s company carries a full line of
riding gear and he can offer advice and can provide you the
right type of gear. You need a place to carry your gear safely. It
may be more fun to ride a “naked” bike but not for long. I
cannot tell you how many times I have seen people miserable
because they started out dressed O.K. but the weather changed
and they did not have a way to carry the other gear they needed
when the weather changed. So – you need a way to carry your
“stuff.” If your bike did not come with saddlebags or a top case,
you need to look at the available options. A final point in this
area is to make sure you have a proper fitting, full-face helmet.
The full-face helmet gives you the best protection from the cold
and when you add a neck protector you will keep the neck and
head warm. Remember, it is very important to keep your head
warm in cold weather. The brain is the thermostat for your body
and because it is selfish – the brain takes all of the blood it
needs to keep it as warm as possible. The fingers and toes are at
the end of the line and will get less when the brain takes more
to warm a cold head. When you take your helmet off, put on a
nice wool knit cap. Fall and winter are great times to ride –
have the right riding gear to make it fun.
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Over 8,000 Miles Mid-Atlantic Rides

Now with Special Holiday Pricing!
(November & December only)

30 Rides, 9 States
One-Day, Two-Day & Three/Four Day Rides

Jennings Glenn, BMWBMW

www.greatroadsgreatrides.com
Bylaws
We had a full house for our October general membership
meeting at the Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont. We provided
copies of the proposed amendment to the bylaws and enjoyed a
lively discussion about why we were proposing the amendment
and discussed some of the specific details. The amendment to
the bylaws brings them in line with how the club has been
operating for several years. While I would like to think that we
can get enough volunteers to have more than one person
compete for the board positions – it is pure fantasy. We, and
most of the other bike clubs to which I belong, have a difficult
time finding a single candidate for each position. So there is no
election - it has been more an affirmation by less than 20
members who voted for the single candidate slate. Come to the
November General Meeting at Battley Cycles where we’re
planning to vote on the changes to the bylaws and the club’s
election process. I solicit your support for the proposed
amendment to the bylaws.

Iron Butt Rally Finishers
All three of our club members who finished the 2005 Rally
attended the October general membership meeting and briefly
discussed their experiences. Most consider it the ride of a
lifetime – the ultimate ride. Bob Higdon has agreed to develop
a page for our 2006 membership directory that will honor all of
the club members who have been certified as finishers. This
page will appear in all future club directories.
Ride Safely, Billy
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NEW MEMBER PROFILES

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
by Elsie Smith

September 2005 Membership Report
as of September 30, 2005
Membership Stats:
434 Full members plus 52 Associate members
486 Total members
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter
rather than receiving a printed copy: 115 / about 26+%
New Members: 4 Full; 2 Associates
Michael Wakefield and Karen Cordero of Washington Grove,
MD found us on the web. They have a 1998 R1100GS.
Dennis Ehlers and Jeff Marquina are from Washington, DC
and were referred by Bob’s BMW. Between them they have a
2000 R1100RT and a 1999 F650.
David Stevens resides in Oakton, VA and also found us via the
web. He has a 2003 R1150RS.
Taro Adachi from Baltimore, rejoins us and has a choice in his
stable of a 1981 R65, 1989 R100GS and or a 1989 K100RS!
Renewing Members: 6 full members; 0 associates
NOTE ABOUT eBTS: We encourage new members to sign up
for the eBTS. You receive an email notification as soon as the
new issue is posted to the club website. You’ll be able to read or
download a full color issue with hot links to all the email and
website addresses mentioned in the newsletter. For current
members, if you think you should be getting the eBTS, but
you’re still receiving a copy in the mail, PLEASE send an email
to membership@bmwbmw.org and let us know. We’ll update
your record. If your email bounces back when we send the
monthly notification, we put you back on the list to receive the
hard copy via USPS. You’ll continue to receive hard copies
until you again notify us VIA email that you want the eBTS.
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Hi Nancy,
I am evolving and still trying to grow up. I have just had a
major life change. I am new to the area, having just moved here
from the Philly suburbs in June. This is a whole new start for
me: new life and new job. I am working as an Appellate Attorney for the Dept of Veterans Affairs.
I ride a 2001 BMW GS1150; I ride to conquer the fear.
Melissa Holbrook Pierson wrote a book..."The Perfect Vehicle,
what is it about motorcycles?" In it she speaks of this fear she
has every single time she gets on her bike. She has never
overcome it. Neither have I. I have terrible butterflies before I
start it up and for about ten minutes into every ride. It stretches
me. It teaches me something every single time I get on it. It
helps my confidence. It also keeps me humble. And also for the
fun of the rush. It is something I always wanted to do. I always
loved riding my bike to the top of the hill to glide down fast
and the rush I got from that. That is how I describe riding to
people who want to know what it is like....a rush without the
hard work to get to the top of the hill. It was on my ten things I
want to do before I die list.
I started riding after an extensive illness from which I
originally did not know if I would ever recover. While I was
sick, all I could think of was, "if I had known this was all the time
I was going to have, I would have done more with it instead of
wasting it." So, as soon as I was able, I decided I was going to
do the ten things on my list before I die. This was one of them.
Do I tour? I see no reason to get on an airplane to take a
trip if I can ride there because the traveling is the fun part. I
really like road trips. If I had the time and money and physical
ability, I would do a 4-corners run.....just so I could experience it.
Most of my vacations the last several years have all involved
only motorcycle travel. I am hooked. And I like to travel alone
mostly. You meet many more people alone. It forces you out of
your comfort zone. But, I don't camp. If I put in 600 miles a day, I
want a hot shower, a soft bed, cable TV and a blow dryer.
Any road stories? Oh yeah! I knew Anton in PA. When he
went out to California to buy his used R1100RS and I accompanied him. We flew out and rode it back during Thanksgiving
week a few years ago. We did, I am guessing now and sure he
will correct me, 3,500 miles in 5 days? I had the sorest butt on the
planet. (He said we were just 50 miles short of a 1,500 mile Bunn
Burner had I not eaten that moonpie and gotten sick on Thanksgiving Day). I wrote a little article which is on his website about
the experience of being a passenger for the first time. It is called
"Backseat Rider." The real story remains to be written yet and
should be called "California Sideways" because that is how I
saw California on the back of a bike with him. That trip took five
years off my life. He scared me half to death. But I would never
trade that experience. I am still glad I did it.
What are you hoping to get out of your membership?
Friends with mutual interests. Through the group I was involved
with in PA, I met some of the nicest people in the world (like
Anton). Honda summed it up years ago, "You meet some of the
nicest people riding a motorcycle."
Deborah Hoet
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the members of the RoadRUNNER Dolomites tour the next
morning.

The very old & sturdy bridge into the medieval town of Besalú.

Weds, 7Sep05
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Thurs, 8Sep05 [300 k:188 mi.]
After Mike (WA) and Joey (NC) picked up their bikes at the
BMW shop, we finally rolled south from Bad Tölz at 13:45.
Since I expected only to return to the BMW dealer in
Lenggries, I secured all my gear in the side cases, top case, and
a rubber diver’s bag (folding or soft luggage). The others, who
would attend the group’s farewell dinner on the 17th, left large
suitcases and extra clothes behind. This was an introductory
day to the group ride and to riding style. Here we got our first
intro to European gas prices, 1.379Euro/liter (~$7 gal). We
made it to Tamsweg (Daniel’s hometown) before sundown. We
had very nice accommodations in the 400-year old Gasthof
Gambswirt (owned/managed by Herman Maier), and indeed, me
& Mike had separate bedrooms in a small suite up on the 4th
floor (labeled 3rd in the tiny elevator). We also had access to a
steam room and saunas in the basement! When we learned this,
several of us gave it a go. We also had our first delicious,
schnitzel dinner here ( see www.gambswirt.at ).
(Phil’s Trip, continued on pg 9)
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After finding my hotel and locating a quiet biergarten
nearby for some dinner on Tuesday, I got up early on the 7th to
catch the S-Bahn back to the airport where we were told to
gather. I knew where, but I didn’t know when since I had no
idea when inbound planes might arrive. I was at the airport by
8:30 so that I wouldn’t be the cause of any delay. I waited and
wondered until 10:45 when I finally ID´d Daniel Neuhauser
(Daniel’s brother, Christian, the founder and editor of
RoadRUNNER and our original tour guide, had sadly perished
in a sidecar accident in July). But I had been directed to look
for Ray Anderson, an American assisting with this tour, so this
was a sign of things to come. After further stalling until 13:30
hoping for two no-shows to surface, four people climbed into a
49-passenger bus to be taken to the hotel Tölzer Hof in Bad
Tölz. We arrived at 15:30 (due to a car fire on the autobahn and
a 60-mile drive), got our room keys, freshened up a bit, and
then we were driven 11 km south to Lenggries and BMW
Motorrad-Niederberger to collect our requested (or assigned)
BMWs [ www.motorrad-niederberger.de/ ]. I asked for and
received a R1200GS and it was well suited to the type of riding
we were about to encounter. A couple from Indiana, Glen and
Marsha, also accepted their new GS, but Paul, a rider from
Florida, received an F650 Dakar (as was recommended by
Christian). Our two latecomers picked up older R1150GSs
when they arrived from Seattle and Raleigh on Thursday
morning. Shop tip #1, pay attention to the tour dates and plan
to get on an airplane earlier than the tour’s start date! That
evening, we enjoyed a very nice Italian buffet at the hotel and
then had a riders’ meeting and went over the group’s riding
rules. As it turned out, they had just successfully led a larger
group of 12 bikes and 18 riders through Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, and Italy. Apparently, our little group of one guide,
five customers, one pillion, and a sweeper would be a bigger
challenge. It seemed that somebody in our group was always
doing something naughty to sour the mood of the RR staff.
Along those lines, Daniel was indeed a skilled rider, but
he’s also a dentist. He stepped into the role of tour guide as a
favor to his sister-in-law in North Carolina. Not having ever met
Christian, I can’t report how he managed previous tours. Daniel
knew what he needed to do, but he really didn’t share much
info with the group. Daniel started the tour on his own 750

Laverda; he switched to a “press” loaner bike, an Aprilia
Caponord 1000 in Tamsweg. The group also used a loaned
Triumph Thruxton 900 as either the sweeper or lead motorcycle. We had previously received an itinerary listing destinations, approximate distances, and planned tourist stops along
the way (so that was the extent of our tour descriptions). We
were all along for the ride and that’s certainly what we did. He
intended for us to ride like a swift serpent, and to safely
meander through and around traffic. However, we never quite
got into that sinuous groove. We usually spread out a bit too
much and the back would get left behind now and then. I had to
point out to Daniel that we had lost our two trailing bikes on
the first day’s ride to Tamsweg, but we successfully backtracked
and found our two brethren waiting patiently at a crossroads.
Stuff just happened with this little tour group. Daniel certainly
showed us some wonderful roads and magnificent scenery, but
we rarely had any situational awareness. I tried valiantly to
follow our route on the map, but we usually moved along
swiftly and it wasn’t always easy to know where we were and
maintain your correct place in the caravan.

Motorcycle “art” in front of Tamsweg hotel inviting two-wheelers.
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Tales of the Oktoberfest

rode up through Harrisburg to Hershey to visit a certain
chocolate factory/amusement park, and to discover Indian Echo
Caverns (well, okay, we just took a picture of the sign, but there
is supposed to be a cave, too.)
We were all back with appetites at the ready in time for Ed
and Barb's "feast," of course, and to sample the assortment of
beers, some wine's from the Finger Lakes' Rally, and samples of
Pam Fisher's attempts to produce a True Blue BMWBMW
Martini (tasty, with a decided punch, but more on the green
side, unfortunately. She's working on it.) Meanwhile, Tom
Hassall broke out the amazing accordion to set our well-fed feet
to tapping, and be dazzled once again by his talent. Thanks
Tom!
Sunday morning we gathered up our gear and met at the
Cozy Restaurant for the October Membership meeting, but not
before Barb and Gerry Barton had fed us pancakes, fixings and
fresh, hot coffee -- a perfect ending to a very satisfying,
refreshing and fun weekend. Many thanks Barb and Ed!!!

We didn't "Oompah pah," but we certainly did "Whoop dee
doo" thanks to Tom Hassall and his Magic Accordion at the
annual BMWBMW Oktoberfest weekend at Camp West Mar,
September 30 through October 2. As usual, Ed and Barbara
Phelps and their crew put on a great event for the approximately 50 people who attended, including a real feast Saturday
night which included chicken and five kinds of "wursts" and
lots of interesting beers including growlers of Kolsch and
Hefeweisen brews from Frederick Brewing Co.
Perhaps half the group braved the traffic on I-270 and US
15 to arrive Friday afternoon and evening. We picked out our
bunks and tent sites and then one group went to Thurmont to
check out an Italian eatery Mike Enloe suggested while the rest
of us munched carry out or snacks or shared Cheree Craze's tofu
hot dogs with chili heated in a can in the fireplace (Thanks,
Cheree!) When the group from the restaurant returned, Jim Bade
broke out the rum and coke and lead the group in rounds of
amusing anecdotes "from the road" -- which did get funnier as
the night, the beer and the rum and coke went on. (Cheers, Jim!)
Saturday morning we again tried out Thurmont's eateries
for breakfast/brunch, then rode off in a variety of directions,
some to "Scavenger Hunt" in various places while others
headed west or north to see where roads they may not have tried
before might take them. Jody and John Douglas tried to find the
"real" Forks of Cacapon, (they think they did, but there was no
sign) while George Van Mater et al rode back roads up into
Pennsylvania as far as Landisburg above Carlisle, following
local roads and PA routes 233 and 997. The Falcon/Soule team

Photos by Lona Soule

by Lona Soule

Chaz Fisher savors one of Pam’s Blue Martinis at Camp WestMar

Another New Member Profile

Jim Bade and the Forum wonks enjoy a campfire at Oktoberfest.
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Hello Nancy,
I have joined in order to find people to ride with. I enjoy
trips, just bought my bike (1150 GS) in May 05 on E-Bay. I
went to San Francisco to pick it up. 4,000 miles & 9-days later
it was home. Nice trip; a little chilly. Went E. to Yosemite then
N. to Carson City, East again across NV, Then N. through Salt
Lake up Hwy 89 along Snake River. The Tetons where clouded
in, but did get a little view. From there, across WY to the Big
Horn Mts, Best Road (Hwy 16) I Have Ever Been On With A
Bike! After Devils Tower, the Black Hills and Bad Lands, I just
stayed on interstate for three days to get home. This BMW runs
Great; my trip was a lot of fun!
I started riding in about 7th grade (Home Made Mini
Bikes) went to a Honda 90 when I was old enough. Since then
I've had several Triumphs, a Harley, and a Kawaski. It has been
more than 15 yrs since my last bike. I love road trips. Hope to
get out west again next spring. Early May, when I picked up my
bike in San Francisco, the roads where empty! Some really great
riding. I would like to find other people intrested in touring.
My riding buddies have Choppers and Harleys; that’s fine for
around town but any more than 100 miles and they're off to the
airport.
Terry Welch

© 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
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Our resident virtuoso, Tom Hassall, sets
the beat for an authentic Oktoberfest
Jim & Rita Hassall try the appetizers
Club members concentrate on the OktoberFeast.

All Oktoberfest photos by Lona Soule

Ed Phelps checks the registration. Jim Bade leads some table-top discussions.
November 2005
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Some folks watched old Johnny Carson shows.
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(IBR Recap, continued from pg 1)

number of points to be considered a successful finisher, and
riders arriving one nanosecond after a checkpoint closed would
be disqualified. There were other changes, but these were the
most significant. Suffice it to say that there was very little
margin for error.
In an effort to help alleviate my stress, my long distance
(LD) riding mentor Bob Higdon offered some sage advice:
"Don't try to do this alone. Every rider has a Godfather (or three)
that they rely on for guidance." Since my "Godfather" is also
the Iron Butt Association's director of legal affairs, I did not
want to put him in an awkward position. So I contacted some
other good friends who were accomplished LD riders in their
own right. Bob Cox, Bob Ryan and Paul Taylor (the 03 IBR
winner) offered to help me with routing support if I needed it.
Gary Harris, Chuck Desantis, and Bob Cox agreed to help me
navigate the cities that had always caused me the most consternation; e.g., NYC, Chicago and LA respectively. With a plan in
place, I set off for Denver on August 17.
Don Graling, whom I've known since high school, was able
to orchestrate a business trip to Denver so he could attend the
Opening Banquet and be at the start of the rally. None of the
planning, preparation, training or work I did in the years
leading up to the 05 IBR was more effective at reducing my
level of anxiety than seeing Don. For those that don't know,
Don's wife Lynn is heroically battling brain cancer. His presence immediately put the whole rally into perspective for me compared to the ordeal that the Gralings are going through, this
was nothing more than just another ride.
Following the Opening Banquet and armed with the leg's
first bonuses, a group of us including Don, Paul Taylor (who
actually drove from VA to Denver for the rally), the eventual
first and second place finishers, Shane Smith and Chris Sakala,
the eventual 7th place finisher, John Ryan, this year's MD 20/
20 winner, Ed Phelps, and I convened in a hotel room to discuss
routing options. These were some of the best long distance
riders in the world. While Shane, Chris, John and Ed chose very
aggressive routes, in the end I decided on a conservative course
that took me first to Key West, then to Fontana, NC before
returning to Denver - a total of 4,600 miles.
The trip down to Florida and the Keys was uneventful. The
weather prognosticators had just named Tropical Storm Katrina
which was 270 nautical miles east of FL and not threatening
anything or anyone. Just as I was getting ready to jump onto
the FL Turnpike after leaving the Keys, I saw a burgundy
K1100LT rapidly close in from behind. It was Ed Phelps with

his usual BIG smile. We had a short conversation before going
our separate ways since Ed had picked up Fontana on his way
down. After stopping by Fontana Dam and obtaining the
requisite pictures, I rode right into a horrific thunder/rain storm
in Kansas City on my way back to Denver. As I would learn the
next day, it was severe enough to claim the life of six horses and my cell phone. With a rest bonus, complete credit for my
fuel log and check-in points, I finished the first leg in 45th
position with 25,166 points, which was enough to put me on a
Gold Medal pace.
Because only 60 hours were allotted for riders to make it
from Denver to Buxton, ME - a direct distance of almost 2,100
miles - speculation before the start of the second leg was that
Lisa would allow riders to bypass Buxton in lieu of riding to
Hyder, AK, Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, or some other
remote bonus location in the northern hemisphere. This would
not be the case, however. Everyone was required to check in at
Buxton, but no one was going to take the direct route.
Much to Paul's dismay, I planned another conservative
route. First, I planned to stop on old Route 66 outside of St.
Louis, then to the Jones Point lighthouse in Old Town Alexandria, VA, the Francis Scott Key Bridge, MD, Washington's
Crossing, DE, and finally the NYC borough bridges. Knowing
that I was going to 'bag' the borough bridges, I called one of my
prearranged contacts in advance for routing suggestions: NY
resident and 1997 IBR finisher Gary Harris. I then made a 15minute pit stop at home to exchange cell phones while enroute
to Alexandria (this was a very important stop since I kept
missing phone calls from my family, Ted Verrill, Brian Horais,
and a host friends on the Covert List (the phone was my lifeline
to sanity for 11 days). 30 minutes later, I ran into Ed Phelps as
he was walking back to his bike from the lighthouse. We
decided to ride to Delaware together before making any further
plans. In Delaware, Ed and I departed company and I rode
through NY with the eventual third place finisher,
Jeff Earls. Gary's directions were perfect and we got receipts
for all the NYC bridges accept the GW. This was by choice; it
was almost midnight and we had to start towards Buxton. With
a rest bonus, complete fuel log and check-in points for the
second leg, I moved up 10 positions to 35 with 35,375 points.
Distance for leg 2: 2,309 miles.
In Buxton, I was first greeted by longtime friend and
colleague from Morton's BMW, Steve Anderson. He had just
started his vacation and had ridden to Reynold's Motorsports
specifically to greet us. Unfortunately, Katrina was also heading
in the same direction as Steve's planned vacation route, so he
wisely cut his trip short. Don Eilenberger also made the trek to
Reynold's Motorsports but spent the entire time dutifully
working on John Ryan's bike to keep it running. Friend and
IBR veteran Jerry Clemmons was in Buxton as a volunteer
scorekeeper from his home in NC.
Once the bonus sheets for the final leg were disseminated,
my game face was back on. Ed Phelps and I found a table and
began carefully reviewing the 20+ pages of bonuses. After
scrutinizing the list for a couple of minutes I saw it: "Ocracoke
Island, North Carolina; 19,222 points; Available daylight
hours; Ocracoke Lighthouse." Within two minutes I had put
together a final leg that I calculated would easily garner me
(IBR Recap, continued on pg 9)
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(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 5)

Fri, 9Sep05 [256 k:160 mi.]

Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville.

Had the usual, big continental breakfast, but I also shared
an order of ham & eggs with Joey. It came in a hot skillet with
four fried eggs over fried ham, so he was happy to share a
portion. On this morning, our host, Herman, led the ride on his
R1200GS! We departed around 09:15 and made a big loop
north of Tamsweg. We visited the charming village, Hallstatt,
on the Hallstatter See, identified as the oldest European Celtic
settlement. We parked off the 2-lane highway (Daniel paid for
parking), and we hiked down a LONG staircase into the town.

Classic Twins (1970 and later)
K bikes and Oilheads
Anton Largiadèr
Repairs and maintenance
(434) 295-0496 (h)
Tire installation
(434) 409-3767 (m)
Roadside rescue
anton@largiader.com

Postcard bought by Phil

(IBR Recap, continued from pg 8)

A charming coffee stop. We parked way up amongst the trees.

After an hour’s coffee stop and unsupervised walking tour, we
continued on to the Mount Loser Road. I didn’t “get it” until
we were headed back to Tamsweg, but it was just like a visit to
Pike’s Peak. It was a toll-road (paid by Daniel) up to a visitor’s
center and restaurant, and we had a vigorous ride to the visitor’s

(Phil’s Trip, continued on pg 15)

over 50,000 points - more than enough to secure a Gold Medal
finish. I informed Ed of my decision but he was still contemplating his route. I wanted to get south of NYC before the onset
of rush hour, so I bid him a fond farewell and quickly headed
south towards the Outer Banks.
My plan entailed picking up the Delaware Memorial
Bridge receipt on my way south and to be at the Currituck
Lighthouse first thing the next morning before heading towards
Hatteras and Ocracoke. I then planned to arrive at the Bridal
Veil Falls in Franklin, NC, Wednesday morning, pick up Mabry
Mill off the Blue Ridge Parkway before noon, and then the New
River Gorge Bridge in WV early that afternoon. Unfortunately, I
also picked up a case of diarrhea that proceeded to slow my
progress for the last two days. On Thursday, I only felt well
enough to obtain one of the three ferry bonuses in St Louis (the
Golden Eagle Ferry bonus, 987 points) before heading back to
the 'barn.'
But it was enough. In the end, I rode 10,513 miles and
amassed 86,704 points which was good enough for 19th place
and a Gold Medal finish.
After arriving in Denver, I first called home before checking
in with Higdon. I took a quick shower and proudly donned my
05 IBR T-shirt for the first time. After 4+ years of focused
determination, I had finally earned the right to wear it. And
while there are probably not more than 350 people in the world
(the approximate number of Iron Butt Rally finishers) who
could understand or appreciate the significance of that moment,
I'm certain, however, that it would not have been lost on Gen.
Walters.

View from Mt. Loser restaurant (1837m:6028’), a fun ride to lunch!
November 2005
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2005 Holiday Party to be Held at Bolling Air Force Base

Editor’s Situation

The annual BMWBMW holiday party will be held on Saturday, December 17,
2005 at the elegant Club (formerly the Officer’s Club) on Bolling Air Force Base.
Cocktail hour, featuring a cash bar, will begin at 5 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.
The menu will include a choice of entrees (grilled ribeye steak or chicken breast
marinated in white wine, soy sauce and honey), tossed salad, potatoes, vegetables,
rolls and butter, choice of dessert (sorbet or chocolate mousse), coffee and tea. There
will also be a vegetarian dinner of stir-fried Asian vegetables available.
The meeting agenda will include a presentation by club member Norm Smith,
who will share his touring tips and memories from his ‘Aluminum Butt’ ride to Alaska
in 2002, the induction of the new Board of Directors and officers, and the club awards
ceremony.
To gain entrance to the base, active and retired military with base decals just need
to show their ID cards at the gate. Accompanying passengers are required to show a
government issued photo ID (i.e. a driver’s license). For security purposes, all nonmilitary affiliated guests (i.e. BMWBMW members) are required to access the base
through the South Gate and will need to provide their social security number, date of
birth, and country of citizenship. In addition, drivers must provide their driver’s
license as well as the vehicle registration and proof of insurance for the vehicle
driven. Passengers will also need to provide a government issued photo ID. This data
sharing will take place inside the Security Police office, so allow a few extra minutes.
The base requires that the club provide a list of attendees several days prior to the
date of the event. For that reason, pre-registration is an absolute requirement – we will
not be able to accommodate walk-ins as we have in past years. We encourage you to
mark December 17 on your calendar and register early!

I don’t believe anyone has yet come
forward to fill the Editor’s position. I took
over for Lt. Mike Walsh when he left town
for warmer climbs late in 2003. I’m hoping
someone with some desk-top publishing
skills will come forward. It would be good
if said volunteer had access to some up-todate publishing software. I’m currently
relying on an old edition of PageMaker
and it’s now showing its age.
The task is both challenging and
rewarding. We are trying to coax people to
get their BTS on the web, but the process is
evolving rather slowly. We’ll likely have to
produce a paper edition through 2006 (at
least). You can help guide the club forward
with your skills, wits, and enthusiasm!
Please contact the president or the
editor if you want discuss the Editor’s
duties. Of course everyone is free to put
their name forward at the General Membership Meeting at Battley Cycles in Nov.
Hope to speak with you there!

2005 Holiday Party - Registration Form
Saturday, Dec. 17, 2005 • The Club at Bolling AFB, Theissan Street, Washington D.C.

Cocktails at 5:00pm, Dinner at 6:00pm
❏ YES, I/WE WANT TO ATTEND THE HOLIDAY PARTY!

Enclosed is $ __________ for ___ adults ($25/person)
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to
Linda Rookard
8057 Donegal Lane
Springfield, VA 22153
Ph: 703-451-6167
Please include your email address or a SASE if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS SAT. DEC. 10, 2005!
Name_________________________________ ❏ Chicken Breast or ❏ Grilled Ribeye or ❏ Vegetarian & ❏ Mousse or ❏ Sorbet
Name_________________________________ ❏ Chicken Breast or ❏ Grilled Ribeye or ❏ Vegetarian & ❏ Mousse or ❏ Sorbet
Address _____________________________________________ City __________________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H) _______________________ (W) ________________________ ( email) _________________________________
I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington and Bolling Air Force Base for any
liability resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2005 Holiday Party. This waiver extends to my heirs,
executors, administrators, and assigns.
Signature __________________________________________ Date ___________________________________________
Signature __________________________________________ Date ___________________________________________
November 2005
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Proposed BMWBMW Bylaw Changes
I. Name
This organization shall be known as the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington.

II. Objectives
A. The objectives of this organization shall be to promote all
aspects of BMW motorcycle activities such as:
1. Safe motorcycle riding
2. Touring, both regional and national
3. Pooling of knowledge and experience
4. Social outlet
5. Maintenance and technical knowledge
B. The responsibility of meeting the above objectives lies with
the club members. Officers and committee chairpersons assume
specific obligations and tasks, but the success or failure of any
club venture is directly dependent upon the participation of
club members.

III. Officers
A. The officers of this organization shall be President, Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and shall each serve a
twelve-month term. The duties of these officers shall be such as
usually pertain to their respective offices and as listed herein.
1. The President shall preside over and set the agenda for the
General membership meetings, and other club group events
(i.e., the annual rally, the Holiday party, Oktoberfest, etc.) The
President also acts as the club spokesperson when dealing with
other clubs and organizations, when a single voice is needed.
The Board of Directors should provide input when possible, but
the President sets a “tone” for these interactions and for the
club as a whole. The president is responsible for the monitoring
of state and federal regulations concerning motorcycling and
for coordinating efforts by the club and companion organizations to ensure that the views of the club are properly presented.
The President does not vote except in cases of a tie and at the
general election.
2. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President
during his absence or inability to act. A close working relationship between the President and Vice President helps to smooth
the rough spots that might otherwise occur. The club should be
able to expect that one or both of these officers will attend
every General Membership and Board of Directors meeting.
The Vice President is also responsible for organizing the annual
election process, which includes coordinating the activities of
the elections committee.
The Vice President shall also serve as the chairperson of the
Rally Committee. The Rally Committee is responsible for the
planning, organization, and management of the rally. These
preparatory activities include, but are not limited to, establishing a budget, identifying a rally site, and overseeing activities
such as advertising and promotion, registration, food, entertainment, awards, door prizes, vendors, child and adult field events
pin design, insurance, etc. A final rally report will be submitted
at the Board of Directors meeting immediately following the
rally when all accounts are settled.
3. The Secretary shall keep records of the proceedings of the
club, and also serve as Secretary to the Board of Directors. The
Secretary shall prepare written minutes of all official business
transacted at Board meetings and general meetings and
12

Between the Spokes

verbally present these minutes at each general meeting. A copy
of these written minutes shall be presented to the newsletter
editor in time for publication each month.
The Secretary shall also be the club’s historian and, as such, will
retain all official club documents, minutes of the meetings, past
issues of the club’s newsletter, and any additional correspondence deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.
4. The Treasurer shall receive and dispense all funds of the club.
The Treasurer shall sign all checks, but the expenditures shall be
reviewed by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer’s accounts
shall be subject to an independent annual audit and other such
examination as the Board of Directors may order. The Treasurer
shall be responsible for presenting a verbal report at each Board
and general membership meeting, and shall submit an annual
financial summary in January to be published in the club
newsletter.

IV. Committees
A. Structure and Duties
1. The standing committees are:
a. Membership Committee
The Membership Committee is responsible for disseminating
information to all interested parties and maintaining, with the
help of the Treasurer, a current membership list. The Member
ship Directory shall be distributed annually. The Membership
Committee shall also be responsible for introducing all new
members to the club.
b. Newsletter Committee
The Newsletter Committee is responsible for the producing
the monthly publication of Between the Spokes. There are
three facets to the job. The first includes collecting content for
publication, including articles from the membership and from
the Board of Directors, obtaining advertisements from
advertisers, and coordinating various monthly and seasonal
events that need to be published. The second is laying out
and editing the monthly publication, then ensuring it is
delivered to the printer in order that the membership receives
it on or near the first day of the month. Lastly, highlight
features and event information from the newsletter must be
delivered (preferably by e-mail) to the club Webmaster for
inclusion on the club’s website.
2. The Board of Directors may establish additional committees
to meet specific club objectives. Committees may be established
to fulfill a needed function for a specific time limit or an
ongoing basis. Examples of the committees and responsibilities
that the Board may establish include but are not limited to:
a. Meetings & Events Committee
The Meetings & Events Committee is responsible for arrang
ing places and programs for general membership and Board of
Directors meetings, and for arranging places for club events
not covered by other committees. The date and location for
all Board and general membership meetings should be
published in the monthly newsletter and on the club website
at least two months prior to the meeting date. The chairperson
for this committee is also responsible for writing an article for
the newsletter and on the website two months in advance of
any major club activity (i.e., the rally, Oktoberfest, Country
weekend, etc.).
b. Rides Committee
The Rides Committee is responsible for the planning,
organization, and management of regularly scheduled, riderelated activities. This can include scheduling group rides,
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organizing contests (i.e., County Bounty, high mileage
contest, etc.), or simply planning a route for inclusion in the
newsletter and on the website. No fewer than six such rides/
events will be scheduled and announced in the newsletter
and on the website annually.
c. Internet Committee
The Internet Committee is responsible for design and content
of the BMWBMW website at http://www.bmwbmw.org . The
Webmaster must keep the site updated with current content
and take advantage of current web technology, and ensure
the site is functioning properly. The Webmaster is also
responsible for interacting with web vendors and maintaining
the club’s internet registration/certificate.
d. Elections Committee
The Elections Committee is responsible for developing a
slate of candidates to serve as Officers and Committee
chairpersons. The Elections committee shall be appointed by
the Board of Directors no later than July of each year and
shall consist of at least three members not currently serving
on the Board of Directors. The Elections committee shall
solicit nominations and recruit volunteers to fill all positions
and will submit the slate to the Board of Directors for review.
If any candidate is rejected by either the Board or the general
membership, the Elections committee shall find another
candidate to fill that position.
3. Ad-hoc committees shall be established at a regular meeting
by a motion to meet a specific purpose within a time limit and
shall cease to exist as soon as the general membership receives
a final report.

B.

General Procedures

Membership in all committees is open to all members of the
club at all times.
The committee chairpersons for Membership and Newsletter
shall be elected by the general membership at the general
election and shall serve a twelve-month term. The chairperson
of each shall serve as a member of the Board of Directors, and
may appoint an alternate to serve on the Board in his capacity.
The Board of Directors shall appoint a chairperson to lead any
other committee it creates. The chairperson of each committee
serves at the pleasure of the Board.
In the absence of volunteers for specific committees, the Board
of Directors shall advise the membership in the following
newsletter and on the website and attempt to solicit volunteers.

V.

Board of Directors

There shall be a Board of Directors consisting of the four
elected officers and the committee chairpersons for Membership and Newsletter.
The Board of Directors shall oversee and guide the operations
of the club. The Board shall carry on the business of the club
with the advice and consent of the general membership. The
Board shall meet before the general membership meetings or as
scheduled by the president.
If, in the judgment of the majority of the Board, any officer
does not fulfill the responsibilities of his office, the Board may,
by at least a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of the entire Board,
remove that person from his/her office and call a special
election of the general membership to fill the position.

Should a vacancy occur on the Board of Directors for any other
reason, a replacement shall be appointed by the Board to fulfill
the remainder of the term.
The Board of Directors shall consider all disciplinary actions
against members. A member against whom disciplinary action is
being considered shall be so informed so that he may appear
before the Board on a given date and present his defense.
Should the member not wish to appear, the Board shall consider
the case as presented, together with any statement in writing
which the member may present. When the Board has made its
final decision, the member shall be notified promptly. At the
request of the member against whom action is being taken, these
findings may be appealed to the general membership at the next
regular meeting.

VI.

Elections

The Board of Directors will appoint a three person elections
committee as detailed in Section IV A.2.d. The committee will
develop a slate of officers and chairpersons for Membership and
Newsletter. This slate will be reviewed by the Board and then
published in the October newsletter and on the club website.
The president shall submit the slate of officers to the November
general membership meeting for a vote. If any proposed
candidate is opposed by 50% of the members present at the
November general membership meeting, the elections committee shall seek a new candidate and present their name at the
December meeting.
All club members in good standing are eligible for nomination
as an officer or a committee chairperson.

VII.

Membership

The members of this club shall consist of such members who
have paid dues governed by these Bylaws, and who conform to
their requirements.
A Full Member is a BMW motorcycle owner/rider or a sponsored non-BMW owner/rider, or a sponsored non-rider. Sponsors
must be full club members in good standing.
An Associate Member is a rider/non-rider residing at the same
address as a full member. Associate members do not receive
mailings, but have full voting privileges if aged 16 or over. Dues
for associate members shall be no more than one-half that of a
full member.

VIII.

Meetings

This club shall hold regular meetings for the transaction of
business and social proceedings at such a place and on such
dates as agreed upon. Meetings shall be held at a minimum of
one per month on weekends; members will be notified via
newsletter and the club website.
Special meetings may be held as called by the Board of Directors or upon the written request of any six members.

IX. Dues
The original dues payment is to be made at the time membership
is accepted by the Membership Committee chairperson. Thereafter, dues are payable within twelve months and no later than the
first day of the anniversary month. Special assessments may be
levied at any regular meeting after due notice of such proposed
action will have been sent to members.
Dues are to be reviewed on an as-needed basis as determined by
the Board of Directors, and changes shall be passed with the
approval of the general membership.
(New Bylaws, continued on pg 14)
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Members whose dues and assessments are not paid by the first
anniversary month each year shall be automatically dropped
(for non-payment of dues). He/she or a member who leaves the
club voluntarily may be reinstated by the Board of Directors
providing all dues of the last year in which the member was in
the club are paid in full.

X. Riding Style
The club shall have an organized riding style based on the
Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s recommendations. Each rider
shall respect the rights of all other vehicles on the road.

XI. Amendments
Amendments to these Bylaws may be adopted by a favorable
concurrence of two-thirds of the votes cast at any regular
meeting, after having been proposed in writing at a regular
meeting at least one month previously, and a copy thereof sent
to all members with notice of the meeting at which their
adoption is to be voted on.

XII.

Rules of Order

The parliamentary procedure of this club shall be
governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.

Secretary’s Reports
by Phil Ager, pinch-hitting.

BMWBMW Board of Directors Meeting, 2Oct05
Board members present: B. Rutherford, P. Ager, M. Dysart, M.
Enloe, P. Fisher, and E. Smith.
Board members absent: B. Spittel, J. Bade, M. Hassall, A.
Largiadèr, E. Phelps (helping at Camp WestMar), L. Rookard,
and T. Verrill.
Guests present: George Falcon, Lona Soule, and Steve Saul.
Billy called the meeting to order at 10:05 am at the Cozy
Restaurant in Thurmont, MD. Without a quorum, those present
discussed the most recent proposed changes to the club’s bylaws
previously emailed to the group. Billy said it was important to
share BoD actions with the membership through the Message
Forum, but only after there was approval of planned actions.
George Falcon thought the changes were going too far, too fast,
and he was worried that the current elections process ought to be
adhered to. Mike requested clarification on the wording/
approval percentage for the new slate of BoD officers. Billy said
he hopes the changes will be voted in the affirmative at the
November General Membership meeting (in order to avoid a
special election mailing of BMWBMW officers for the short
slate of volunteers).
Mike suggested the wording be changed on all our club
membership forms to have to select a paper Between the Spokes.
Phil will implement the change in the BTS, and the new BoD
will deal with a revised tri-fold brochure.
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 am.

General Membership Meeting, 2Oct05
Approximately 55 club members attended the monthly
membership meeting at the Cozy Restaurant in Thurmont, MD.
President, Billy Rutherford, called the meeting to order at 11:00
and he offered his heartfelt thanks to Ed & Barb Phelps and to
Gerry Barton as the Executive Chef for supporting the Oktoberfest again this year.
Billy then described the reasons he’s pushing to bring the
club’s bylaws into the 21st century as well as the way that the
14
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board actually has operated for the past few years. Several
members expressed their concerns about the proposed size of the
board of directors (Pres., VP, Sec. & Treas.) [The proposed
version now reduces the board’s size from 14 to 6]. Billy
responded that it is currently too hard to get a quorum of eight
board members. Bob Higdon supported Billy’s initiative saying
that they’ve “put into writing what is in practice anyway.” Gerry
Barton wondered about the frequency of audits of the club’s
treasury. It was stated that it’s already an option available to the
board, and perhaps it is time for another review. Gerry also
mentioned that he’d like to see Barb Phelps personally recognized for all her hard work!
Bob Higdon then stepped up to introduce three of our club
members who just competed in the Iron Butt Rally. He said the
concept was thought of by three guys in a bar looking for
something to do with their motorcycles back in 1984. It lasted
until 1988 when the rally was cancelled due to lack of interest.
Mike Kneebone then bought the rights to the event in 1990, and
the new Iron Butt Rally commenced in 1991 with about 30
participants as a biennial event. Over the past ten years, it’s
grown into a world-class event with many more applicants than
can be accommodated. Bob then introduced Chris Sakala who
finished second, and he promptly apologized to Bob for letting
the club down. Seriously, he said he ran the best rally he could,
but even with an extensive support staff, he worked just as hard
as he could to stay near the top of the probable leader board.
Bill Shaw said he was the happiest man in the rally to complete
the event (in 19th place!) and earn the right to wear his Iron Butt
tee shirt. Ed Phelps, who finished in 28th place, was just as
happy as Bill to earn the license plate frame, “11 Days, 11,000
Miles!” Bob remarked that many more people have climbed Mt.
Everest than successfully completed the Iron Butt (around 300
people). Billy offered the guys the club’s hearty congratulations
and said that he intended to document all of the club’s Iron Butt
Finishers in future club membership directories.
Billy then introduced the scheduled guest speaker, Tracey
Martin, who gave a short presentation on understanding
suspension preload and offered to do some specific measurements on individuals’ bikes after the meeting. He remarked that
they’d recently held a
successful riding
clinic in Russia, and
that it’s a great way to
raise your confidence
in cornering. He added
that he’s running two
more “Total Control”
riding clinics at the
Frederick Community
College in October.
[Look for future
classes at http://
www.frederick.edu ].
With no further
business, the meeting
was adjourned at
12:05 into the parking
lot for technical
discussions.
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We completed the evening with another 4-course gourmet meal
and a few drinks. The staff took very good care of us, including
Herman’s toast of schnapps after a beautiful day’s ride. He did
say we were a fun group to ride with, and he looked forward to
seeing us again.
(Phil’s Ride, continues in Dec.)

(Phil’s Trip, continued from pg 9)

Photos by Phil Ager

center near the top (1,837m:6,028'). It was our first “Free Ride”
where we could go as fast as we wanted or dared, because we
couldn’t get lost. Most of us looked forward to the wave of his
hand as a free ride signal. Eventually, the joke became he’d
signal for one second, and then get a good jump on everyone
else. No one ever passed Daniel, although several did catch him
up (typically just before he’d pull off at the next gathering spot
or pit stop). After enjoying lunch at Mount Loser, we headed
back to Tamsweg via Sölk Pass (1,790m:5,874').

Same place, different view of Mt Loser; hang-glider launch pad on left!

(L-R) is Mike, Ray, Joey, Marsha & Glen, and Paul; note two soufflés!

Daniel’s cousin’s restaurant where we enjoyed good food & service.

Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .
November 2005
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CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS
Battley Cycles

Morton’s BMW

7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg
MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270
take Shady Grove Road east. At
Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes
Airpark Road. Go straight another 2.1
miles. Battley’s is on the left.

5099A Jefferson Davis Highway,
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540891-9844. From I-95 south, take exit 126
to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left
(north) on U.S. 1, go one mile to the
light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make
a left onto Courthouse Road, then right
at the next light into the parking lot at
Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Bob’s BMW
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794.
301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto
U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light
and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s
is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’s Quality Cycle Repair
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA
22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take
Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth
Street. Make another right onto Colvin.
Lap’s is a few doors down. From Old
Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west
to a left on Roth, then same as above.

Speed’s Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD
21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to
Route 100 East. Take first exit to Route 1
North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are
located on the left just before Levering
Avenue.

BMWBMW RIDE-TO-EAT’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members who
meet for dinner. These gatherings are
regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are always
planned and announced on the club’s
web message board. Typically, the
Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday and
the Maryland RTE is the third Thursday.
The restaurant is always different and the
dates occasionally change. Additionally,
impromptu ride-to-eats are always
popping up. Interested?
Check out the message boards Events
section and look for “Ride-To-Eat” or
“RTE.”

Wanted!
Your Picture
We’d love to have a picture of
you and your BMW.
Send an message to
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
with a “short” note and your
name, what the bike is and
where you are (if applicable).
Then, don’t be surprised if you
receive an email from Nancy
Oswald for a brief interview
about yourself, your bike, why
you joined the club, etc.
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BREAKFAST RIDES
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunday, 8 a.m.
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg,
410-256-0970.

Maryland Breakfast Ride
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m.
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at traffic
light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile on your
left.

Virginia Breakfast Ride
4th Sunday, 9 a.m.
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE
01 BMW R1100RL (Limited Edition).
WB10407B61ZB82764, 3700 miles,
IMPECCABLE condition, Black with white
pinstripes, custom Corbin seat WITH
passenger backrest, Formotion temperature
gauge, Bob’s BMW cruise control, ELF highway pegs, hard lockable city bags, chrome
valve covers, PIA 100/65 watt headlight bulb,
GIVI real carbon fiber wind screen, spoke
wheels. Asking $8,300. Call Cliff at 301-2519397 or cell 202-374-2939 or
mailto:CliffS475@comcast.net . Email me for
a photo of this magnificent bike! (10/05)
01 Yamaha Virago 250. Almost brand new
with only 1,350 mi. Comes with windscreen,
leather saddlebags and cover. Excellent for
beginners—very light—only 300 lbs. $3,000.
Contact Viv or Tom Turnbull at 410-987-8842;
mailto:thomas621@comcast.net (07/05)
94 Yamaha GTS1000A California Edition,
Low miles (13,738). Has swing arm and
shock front-end that eliminates forks and
makes for a wonderful sport touring ride.
Front brake utilizes a 6-piston caliper, 58.9”
wheel base, and 5.3 gal. gas tank. Many
extras include Fiamm electric horns, Rick
Mayer custom saddle, stainless steel brake
and clutch lines, Givi rack and tail trunk, 23L
RKA expandable tank bag in custom color,

plus more. Excellent shape; $7,000 obo. Call
Henry Winokur at 301-320-2104,
or mailto:henwin@verizon.net . E-pics at http://
www.kevinhawk.com/henrygts2.jpg (09/05)
1983 R100RT. 23K miles. All original. New
stainless headers. New Parabellum w/Saeng
edging. Konis. New tires/battery/retro valve
covers. Original bags/kick start. New plugs/
wires/lifetime valve cover gaskets. Original
toolkit/air pump/owner’s manual. All paperwork including original bill of sale (in German). $4000 or possible trade for unfaired
airhead of like vintage/condition. Call Al
Humphries at 703-573-5323 (reasonable eve.
hours) or mailto:Al@Alexistravel.com .
E-pic available upon request. (10/05)
79 R65, Champagne, 21K miles, $3,000.00,
Matching Lufty faring, Reynolds rack, ugly
top box but it works and is easily removable,
recent gel battery, recent rear tire and front
brakes with caliper rebuild, E-pics available,
mailto:woxof_2@msn.com or call 202363-0292 in DC. (08/05)
76 R 90/6 RS, 47,300 miles, an updated classic RS faring, custom painted BMW RS colors
Savanna Beige(79) and Smoke Black(80), 78 S
dual front brakes, forks, 6.3 gal tank, fenders &
seat pan, Corbin seat, Krauser bags & bag liners,
Reynolds rack with rear rack, BMW tank bag,
Eclipse tank bag, tank cover, RS pocket bags, Bike
cover, Lester wheels, ride off, Engine - dual
plugged, electronic ignition, K&N air filter, top
end rebuild at 39,000, balanced and blueprinted
from rods up, light flywheel, clutch replaced at TE
rebuild, updated shift kit, /7 valve covers, deep oil
pan. Suspension - San Jose Fork brace, triple clamp,
anti dive kit, Koni shocks, ME 33 & ME 99 2000
miles, new Westco battery, Instruments - oil pressure, oil temp, amp meter, clock. 35 yrs of BMW
stuff. New /6 mufflers in box, S back rest with
rack, books, sales brochures, spare parts...my life!
You get the bike; I keep the trophies! $7,500.00
Contact Steve Flesner 410-586-8179 or
Flesner00@comcast.net for good photos (11/05)
76 R75, black, RS bars, new rod bearings and
top end, 84k mi, runs exc, looks good, $2,750.
WANTED: For /6 - tank/fenders/side covers,
any color; also R90S fairing. 540-882-3265
(eves) VA or Peter at pagruner@starpower.net
(11/05)
75 750/6, Ready to part out—excellent drive-train,
original R90 except for near-new R75 top end;
excellent tires/spoke wheels and gelcell battery;
frame/forks/etc./title; non-rusty tank, albeit dinged
and needs paint; carbs might need cleaning; etc.
Just N.E. of DC. Call 301-699-8833, 9AM-9 PM,
or mailto:safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/05)
73 Suzuki GT-185, 12,420 miles. Blue, good
condition, two stroke, was running when
stored in garage. Needs tank de-gunked, tires.
TLC, etc. A project bike for you. $450.
E-pics available. Call 202-363-0292 (DC), or
mailto:woxof_2@msn.com (08/05)
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PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE
Red full face Shoei helmet L, brand new. Paid
$180 - sell for $70; Black cordura
Motorsport jacket with liner, waterproof fits
sizes 40–44 worn 5 times, paid over $200 sell for $70.
Self adjusting shock for K1100LT hardly
used. Bike was too tall; had to lower it. $100.
Call George at 202-623-1839 from 9 to 4 or
301-963-2911 after work;
mailto:georgea@iadb.org (08/05)
Nearly new, XL, First Gear Textile riding coat
w/all padding, removable lining. lots of
pockets. Worn 3 times & outgrown $100.
Hardly-worn Shoei full face helmet, L,
black, excellent condition $75. Call Bill at
410-987-8826 or mailto:Mdrebels@aol.com
(06/05)
Motorcycle ToyBox—2002 KZ Sportster 26’
travel trailer. Asking $19,000/OBO. Haul
your bike in style/comfort. Holds up to 4
adults and 2 bikes. This unit was used a few
times by non-smoking couple w/no kids. Has
air, furnace, and 12 ft. garage. More info and
pictures, mailto:Wilson_Hopkins@email.com
(06/05)
Firstgear Kilimanjaro jacket (XL) and pants
(36) w/fleece liner (XL). Great condition
$100. Zero 60 summer riding pants (XXL–
run small, closer to XL) Like new $35. BMW
12" riding boots, gray/black, size Euro 43/910 US. Worn one light riding season $75.
mailto:jwnickum@prodigy.net or call 301469-9503, 9–5. (09/05)

Advertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members (include your Member Number) and
will run for two months.
Display rates, mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
or visit http://www.bmwbmw.org/bts/
bmwbmw_btsadrates.shtml. We request
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication!

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by the editor
no later than the 10th day of the month preceding the month of publication (e.g., June 10
is the deadline for the July issue).

Email all submissions
mailto:editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles or pictures on CD-ROM,
mail to: Philip Ager, Editor, Between the
Spokes, P.O. Box 44735 Fort Washington, MD
20749-4735
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov 13, 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership meeting at 11 am,
Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD. Your presence and thoughtful
support is needed to approve the latest amendments to the bylaws. If bylaws are approved, the slate of officers for 2006 will be
individually discussed and voted upon; majority rules. Please
consider the bylaw changes starting on page 12. Additionally, the
board of directors will meet at 10 am at Battley Cycles. Refer to
Dealer Directions, pg 16. Lastly, Nancy Oswald plans to conduct
a quick sweep of the club’s highway mile on Rt 214, Davidson
Rd. Hope you’ll ride over and help out - then we’ll do lunch!

Nov 18-20, 2005
13th Sun Your Buns Rally along the banks of the beautiful Myakka
River at the Venice Campground in Venice, FL. Size limited to
first 200 registrants. Check www.floridasunbeemers.com or
mailto:tnolan@nolangroupinc.com . Rally fee is $35 for pre-reg
and $40 after 11/4.

17 December 2005, Saturday Night —
Reservations Required!
BMWBMW annual Holiday Party at Bolling AFB
Officer’s Club. Details on page 11. NOTE: Because this
is being held on a military installation, pre-registration
is mandatory for security purposes. No “WALK-INS”
will be accommodated. Be sure to plan ahead this year!

In Memoriam
The club offers its sincere condolences to the
family and friends of long-time member and BMW
enthusiast, Neill Darmstadter, of Springfield VA. Neill
was a former BoD member, and is in the club’s Hall of
Fame. He was recently recognized by Linda Rookard
as a 30-year member! God speed, Neill.

Holiday Hints-Club Merchandise!
Remember to order your BMW2 caps,
shirts, pins and decals.
Just email Jim Bade at: sales@bmwbmw.org
with a short note on your requirements.
And we still sell customized items such as
mugs and teeshirts at:
http://www.cafeshops.com/bmwbmw
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW
events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of
motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check the appropriate box
G New Member  G Renewal  G Change of Address
Because I can’t read Between the Spokes on the club’s website, I need a paper copy. ❑

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

Age group:
G 16-25 G46-55
G 26-35 G56+
G 36-45

G Rally
G Rides
G Safety
G Technical
G Internet

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member
Associate Member

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, PO Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077

10/1/2005

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Referred to BMWBMW by:

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

#1 __________________
#2 __________________
#3 __________________
Total miles on BMWs

FIRST CLASS

