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As your Government Affairs chair, I would like to start off
2005 with a grassroots campaign to reduce or eliminate tolls in
our area, and to support the AMA’s “Justice for All” program.
For more information from the AMA on the Justice for All
campaign, connect to the following, www.amadirectlink.com/
justice/index.asp . There are many other worthy motorcycle
issues that you should check on at www.amadirectlink.com/
index.asp as well. However, Justice for All, and tolls, are the
two that BMWBMW will concentrate on this year.
To achieve these goals, every member needs to become an
active lobbyist. I am challenging each and every member to
write, call, and visit their state legislators. The information
contained here, and on the AMA website, will help you with
content for your message. While the process of influencing
legislation is rarely simple, your role is quite easy and essential. Nothing speaks to an elected official as persuasively as a
message from a constituent. Write, call and visit your state
representative, explaining the club’s position on the two issues.
The AMA has made it really easy find out who your federal,
state and local legislators are. Go to http://www.ama-cycle.org/
legisltn/index.asp and follow the instructions. I encourage you
to write, call and visit rather than simply using email; they are
more effective.
The Justice for All campaign will include the following
elements that have been quoted directly from AMA’s website.
These points should be included in any communications you
have with your state representatives.
”This campaign seeks to get three measures passed in all
50 states. These measures will:

We’ve been riding across the Bay Bridge for several years
in the fall and winter for crab soup and gawking at the boats.
It’s usually been Ed Abbott and myself and a couple of times
Elsie and Phil. Each year we invite Bill Shaw, but it has never
seemed to work out in his executive-type schedule to make the
ride. So this year, being fast learners, we asked his personal
assistant for some good dates several months ahead of time.
Being provided said dates, the rest of us shrugged and agreed
to one that seemed likely.
We agreed that as the bridge traffic was all bunged up from
construction, and that the ride was worn out, and it was
someone else’s turn to lead, that we would meet in La Plata
and ride south to Point Lookout. Besides, it was closer to Bill’s
home, and this would avoid putting undue miles on his new
Wing. The date was set, appetites wetted, and tanks filled!
The weather forecast predicted a bit of scattered rain. The
two senior managers in the small business I work for, being
new to BMW riders, asked if that would postpone the ride. I
assured them that this hardcore group would never not ride just
because of a few sprinkles, and besides, Bill’s executive staff
had assured us that this was the only open date for him for at
least, well, a long time.
So imagine my surprise, no, make that utter dismay, when
arriving at the meeting place I counted one bike short. Lemme
see, that’s Ed’s GS; Elsie’s RT, and that would be Phil’s LT,
and I’m sitting on my GS. Where’s the Wing? Where’s the
guest of honor? Surely he’s on his way. Entering the restaurant,
I asked the smiling faces at table the question that would echo
throughout the day – Where’s Bill?
I will leave it to the reader to imagine the tatters to my
reputation with my managers as a guru of the hardiness of the
long distance riding crowd, and the sheer disappointment we
all felt to not have Bill with us for a great day of riding. Not to
mention the award winning crab soup we found. Phil had
planned a sumptuous lunch at Evan’s Seafood on St. George

•
•

•

Increase penalties, including jail time, for those who
commit manslaughter with a motor vehicle.
Impose fines and driver’s license suspensions on
drivers who commit traffic offenses that injure or kill
others.
Get motorcyclist-awareness instruction included in
each state’s driver-education program.”

On the toll issue, we are requesting that a motorcyclespecific toll class be established that eliminates or reduces tolls
on motorcycles. The American Motorcyclist Association states
that, “the majority of public and private toll facilities assess
excessive tolls on motorcycles. The common practice of
including motorcycles with two axle passenger cars and
motorcycles with side cars with three axle vehicles, … ignores
the characteristics of motorcycles which result in virtually no
wear or tear to infrastructure…”
Any communication you have with your elected officials
should refer to the following facts;
(Government, continued on page 8)
January 2005

(Crab Soup, continued on page 4)
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TREASURER’S REPOR
T
REPORT

Between the Spokes
Editor:
Mailing:

Phil Ager
Dave & Angie Talaber

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

by Mike Enloe

As of 12/10/2004, our account balance is $10,176.51. From 11/11-12/10, the club had
income of $2,712.25 from membership dues and holiday party, and expenses of
$544.44 from BTS printing and labels and postage for membership committee.
BALANCE 11/10/04

$8,008.70

12/1/04 2164 David Talaber - BTS Mailing Labels
12/10/04 DEP Membership
12/10/04 DEP Holiday Party Income
12/10/04 2165 Ken’s Speedprint - Dec 04 BTS
12/10/04 2166 Void12/10/04 2167 Elsie Smith - Membership Expenses (postage)
TOTAL OUTFLOWS
TOTAL INFLOWS
NET TOTAL 11/11/04 - 12/10/04
BALANCE 12/10/04

$ (59.84)
$ 962.25
$ 1,750.00
$ (423.99)
$

(60.61)

$ (544.44)
$ 2,712.25
$ 2,167.81

$10,176.51

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Ad
dress Chang
e
Address
Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Club Affiliations
Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

www.bmwbmw.org
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THE 2005 BO
ARD OF DIRECT
ORS
BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: Bert Spittel
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-465-7246
Secretary: Meredith Hassall
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496
Treasurer: Frank Parisi
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 202-309-0199
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795
Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167

Membership: Elsie Smith
membership@bmwbmw.org
W: 301-774-3622
Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
Rally: Mike Enloe
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Pam Fisher
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-526-9130
Sales: Jim Bade
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-492-8799
Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496
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President’
s Corner
President’s
I hope we all had a great holiday season. I am honored to
start my third term as President of the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington. We welcomed some new board members
and welcomed back some of the stalwarts who are returning to
the board. Mike Enloe has always been a big supporter for the
Square Route Rally. I asked Mike to be the Rally Meister this
year and he accepted. As most of you know, we are looking at
alternate sites for the 2005 rally.
I have said before how fortunate we are to have some of
the premiere riders in the world as members of our club.
Listening to Bob Higdon describe his trip around the world
was intriguing to say the least. My congratulations to Bob,
Mike Kneebone and their riding partners for successfully
completing their journey. Thanks again to Bob Higdon for
making a great presentation.
In this month’s On The Level magazine, Bob Higdon had
an informative book review. Irv Warden reported on the clubs,
Anton Largiadèr is working on a technical evaluation of the
K1200 and other club members regularly contribute to this
national magazine. Several of our long-time members are
heavily involved in the national BMW clubs’ activities.
This past year I planned and cancelled more events than
anytime in the past. Every time I would get close to going
someplace there was another event that took priority. I am
hoping that 2005 will be better since my fantasy file is overflowing.
In 2004, I spent a lot of time supporting my son and
grandson with their motocross racing. It is just great to be out
on the weekend with them and watch them race. It is usually
just the guys until Sunday when the ladies will show up. I was
also helping another son and his wife who were spending a lot
of weekends at events selling raffle tickets for the Red Horse
Chopper. This was a very successful effort and raised several
thousand dollars for the South Carolina Children’s Museum.
We did squeeze in Biketoberfest in Daytona.
For 2005, I have scheduled several racing events and
rallies. Daytona Bike week in March; Myrtle Beach Bike Week
in May; BMW MOA, Lima, Ohio in July; Sturgis Bike Week in
August and the BMW RA Rally, Shelbyville, Tennessee in
October. We are assembling a group to go to Sturgis and are
planning 12 days of riding – four out, four there riding the
Black Hills, and four to get home.
I am planning to work with Ed Phelps, Rides Chair and
Pam Fisher, Safety Chair to offer courses on what to do when
you or a fellow rider has a crash. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), US Department of Transportation is completing a Bystander Course for motorcycle riders.
This course will offer instructional materials including a
videotape that individuals and groups can use to conduct
Bystander Care training and crash scene control. We will
continue to show the Motorcycle Safety Foundation group
riding video during and after meetings and at the Sunday rides,
when appropriate. We want to get more participation for the
Sunday rides. I encourage both old and new members to join in
these rides. We are very fortunate that we only have a short ride
to be in the mountains or at the ocean.
My fantasy file is very active looking at bikes. The K1100
and K100 are beautiful bikes. I mentioned my fantasy to the
local dealers. One afternoon I received a call that a low mileage
January 2005

K1100 had just been traded in and was there for me to test ride.
I hopped on my R1150RT and headed to the dealership. The
bike was gorgeous. I took it for a test ride but was disappointed
that my knees were pushed up against the lower fairing and it
was not as comfortable as my RT. I decided to pass but have
not given up on the K1100. I have been told that replacing the
BMW seat with a Sargent or Corbin will fix my problem. It is
still in my fantasy file.
I looked at many different bikes at the factory displays
during Biketoberfest and there are a lot of very nice bikes on
the market. I do wobble away sometimes in sticker shock. I
enjoy riding a variety of bikes from dirt to touring. I am even
thinking of getting a scooter to put in the trailer to ride around
at the track and rally sites. That does not qualify for the fantasy
file, but it is close. I will probably get a new bike this year –
decisions, decisions! I love my fantasies.
Marvin Bennett, our 2004 Rally Chair, is now working
with Coleman Powersports in Falls Church, VA. Marvin did a
great job with our rally even with the bad weather. I recently
visited with Marvin and got a first class orientation on some of
the bikes they offer. They have a nice selection of used bikes
that includes two BMWs that I saw, Harleys and most of the
Japanese companies. Marvin will soon be riding a 2005 Ducati.
I am looking forward to the January meeting and listening
to Joe Grant’s presentation on his five European bike trips. The
Hunter Motel and Restaurant is a new location for us and offers
a downstairs meeting room. Don’t miss Joe’s presentation on
January 9, 2005.
Ride safely!
Billy
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Photos by Phil Ager

(Crab Soup, continued from page 1)

A quick stop at Coltons Point - We saved room for BILL!

Island. Sadly, they appeared to be closed for renovations; who
knows how long their “Opening Soon” sign had been flapping
in the breeze. We therefore backtracked up to Route 5 to
consider our options. Thankfully, when Phil searched his GPS
database, out popped Mattie’s Seafood and Steaks in nearby
Lexington Park. After a ride of a few miles over to Route 235,
we rode another mile south and were very pleased to see a
neon Open sign on our right (we were all anxious for a break there are few “rest stop” options in the off-season). Mattie’s is
divided into a typical bar area, and a very hospitable restaurant
with real tablecloths. And as our server intimated, the cream of
crab soup was excellent – just enough pepper to add extra zest
on an overcast day! Prices for other luncheon choices were
very reasonable. Congrats to Phil’s GPS for suggesting a
suitable Plan B ( http://www.maryland-info.com/
mattie’smenu.htm ).

A pleasant lunch stop near Lexington Park - Wheres Bill?

On another note, toward the end of the day I was riding
tail end, and enjoyed watching the other bikes and riders. It
occurred to me that among the four of us we had over 1.2
million BMW miles under our collective butts. Amazing!
And that’s without Bill!

Wanted! Your Picture
Picture..
We’d love to have a picture of you and your BMW. Email
.or
g with a short note with your
to editor@bmwbmw
editor@bmwbmw.or
.org
name, what the bike is and where you are (if applicable).
Don’t be surprised if you receive an email from Nancy
Oswald for a brief interview about yourself, your bike, why
you joined the club, etc.
4

A Kodak moment at Point Lookout; the picture says it all.

Mor
ton’
s
Morton’
ton’s
BMW is a
d
2004 A
war
Awar
ward
Winner
At the annual meeting
for its motorcycle
dealers in December,
BMW Motorrad USA
announced special
awards for retailers
who have achieved
“Top Five Performer”
status. Of these five,
the only BMW dealer
outside of California
and Washington state
is Morton’s BMW
Motorcycles in
Fredericksburg,
Virginia.
The award recognizes
each retailer’s motorcycle, parts, and
accessories sales;
service quality; and
customer satisfaction,
and is the highest
honor the company
gives to its dealer
network. Jeff Massey,
owner of Morton’s,
accepted on behalf of
the dealership and its
staff.
The other retailers
receiving honors were
Ride West BMW in
Seattle, Washington
and A&S BMW, Irv
Seaver BMW, and
Cycle Specialties in
California.
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Top Five Performer award goes
to Mortons BMW from BMW NA!
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MEMBERSHIP REPOR
T
REPORT

Ne
w Member Pr
ofiles
New
Profiles

by Elsie Smith

December ‘04 Membership stats (as of November 30, 2004)
Membership statistics:
Full members: 459
Associate members: 47
Total members: 506
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter rather than
receiving a printed copy: 81/ ~18%
New Members:
Nick Brame of Darnestown, MD is astride a 2003 K1200LTE.
Gordon Loucks and Pamela Duke of Falls Church are riding a brand spanking new
2005 K1200LT.
David Sommers, riding a 2003 K1200GT is from Centreville, VA.
Also from Centreville is Chris Uttenweiler on a 2005 F650GS Dakar.

Renewing Members:
17 full members and 1 associate.
In Passing:
Club member Jerry Cook passed away unexpectedly in November. (coverage on pg 7)
Welcome all new members in 2004. We hope that you will get a lot of use out of
your membership in 2005. There is a wealth of information about club events in the
Between the Spokes monthly newsletter. For more up-to-date information, check out
the message boards at http://www.bmwbmw.org .
Remember, if you renew and want to get the eBTS, please give us your current
EMAIL address. We’ve been getting checks with “eBTS” noted on them, but we don’t
have your email address (for a courtesy notification). As a member, you may receive
an email from Nancy Oswald for a brief interview about yourself, your bike, why you
joined the club, etc. We’d love to have a picture of you and your BMW. Email to
editor@bmwbmw.org with a short note with your name, what the bike is and where
the picture was taken (if applicable).

Another Pr
oud Ne
w Member
Proud
New

Photo by Nick Brame

I am the original owner of a 1975 750F Honda Super Sport with only 16,000
miles on it! This bike is in like-new condition and I am planning on keeping it or
giving it to my youngest daughter who is an Army Captain stationed at Fort Story, in
Virginia Beach, VA.
I am married (to the same lady for 35 years) with three adult daughters and have
lived here in Darnestown for almost 24 years. I am very active and involved with
Seneca Community Church Germantown, MD, and the International Council of
Community Churches headquartered in Frankfort, IL.
Professionally, I sell life insurance, long term care, health insurance and annuities
to individuals, families, businesses, associations and not for profit organizations.
My riding started many years ago back in Robbins, IL before I had a driver’s
license when I purchased a 1939 Indian with a Tank Shift for $25.00. I am
self-taught. That bike was followed by a 1949 Harley 125 two-cycle. In
1974, I purchased a loaded 1971 Honda 350, but quickly realized that it
was too small and purchased the 750F in 1975. Had I kept the 1939
Indian and 1949 Harley, I might be wealthy today as both of those bikes
would be collector items. I do plan to take the MSF course.
I joined BMWBMW because I purchased a 2003 K1200 LTE
Anthracite in November 2004 with 12,710 miles on it. My Nolan 100E
just came in and I expect to pick it up tomorrow and hope to get a pair of
BMW headsets with comm-cords this weekend. The bike currently has
12,971 miles on it and will definitely exceed 13,000 miles before year’s
end. I am hoping to add 4,000 to 6,000 miles to it next year if time
permits. I just joined BMW MOA yesterday and am looking forward to
enjoying my bike and meeting a lot of wonderful people. I would like to
perform my own maintenance and will be seeking assistance.
I enjoy riding for the sheer enjoyment of riding and the relaxation
that comes along with it. It sort of goes back to “Zen and the Art of Motor
Cycle Maintenance” by Robert Pirsig. I am hoping to get a couple of long
weekend tours in and a lot sunny day rides.
Thanks for the opportunity to share.
Nicks extra clean
Regards, Nick Brame, Darnestown, MD 301-840-5931

Nancy,
Actually, you caught me on the
road again. I am currently in Uzbekistan
working at the American Embassy and
will not return until February 2005. I
retired from the government four years
ago, but you would never know it. This
is my third trip this year. I was in
Pakistan and Afghanistan earlier this
year. My email userid says it all,
“world_rover@.” I have traveled to over
50 countries so far.
I love to travel. Most of my travels
have been overseas, so my goal now is
to see this great country of ours. And
what better way to see it than on one of
the best touring bikes made. Which
brings me to my recent purchase - a
2005 BMW K1200LT. I learned to ride
on my father’s Yamaha in Colorado
back in 1967. My father rode his Honda
Goldwing until he was 75 years old. My
father, brother and uncle all owned
motorcycles; I hope to beat that record.
Pam, originally from Texas, works
for Booz-Allen-Hamilton in Virginia
and is on their National Security Team.
She is also attending Catholic University, Columbus School of Law, at night.
We have many of the same interests travel, diving (we both got our
advanced open water certifications in
2003) and motorcycles. My first bike
trip will be down to New Orleans
shortly after my return. Pam and I hope
to meet many interesting people in
BMWBMW while seeing the USA.
Thanks for your interest.
Gordon Loucks and Pamela Duke

January 2005

K1200 (but wheres the proud owner? )
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Photos by Phil Space

Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .

Ted Verrill, Karl Rosenbaum, and Jerry Cook
enjoying happier times at Deals Gap back in
August 97.

Jerry with the R80ST he recently bought from Bob
Higdon (September 04 RA Rally). Interesting observation from Larry Hodge, two people have bought
R80STs owned by Bob Higdon: one was Larry
Fears; the other was Jerry Cook. Moral of the story,
if your 5-character name ends in rry, beware of
Bobs used motorcycles. Heres Jerry, on his way
home to Temple Hills, MD, stopping in to visit with
Phil and Becky Space when the Beltway was known
to be backed up to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

6

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

January 2005

Dignity

As The Memories Ling
er
Linger
by Phil Space, #1522

In memory of Jerry Cook
November 23, 2004

In fond memory of Jerry Cook, I take this time to provide
a brief account of the life and death of this wonderful man.
Husband, Father, Friend and sometimes Adversary, Jerry
touched many lives. Jerry was born November 1, 1949 in Long
Beach, California and passed away suddenly on November 21,
2004 at his home in Temple Hills, Maryland, of an apparent
heart attack. The son of a Navy helicopter pilot, and the eldest
of four children, he was always a tinkerer, as described by his
brother. He was a Jack-of-all-trades, and the master of many.
Also known to his friends as “/everything,” Jerry’s love of
motorcycles was eclectic and vast. You never knew what he
would be riding or what state of restoration it was in. As a
long-time member, his dedication to the BMWBMW club was
without equal. Often sacrificing his own “ride to the rally” to
use his van as the pickup and drop off support vehicle, always
there for the setup, take down, and cleanup of the Square Route
Rally for many years. Jerry was also very active with the /5
United bunch ( www.5united.net ) and was a regular technical
guru on their mail list. Finally, he was their “Rally Bastard” for
the Festival of Fives at Seneca Rocks in West Virginia. The
respect shown to Jerry was particularly evident when the folks
at Bench Mark Works, a company specializing in restorations
in Mississippi also remembered Jerry and graciously donated a
rather expensive /2 Roundel which was mounted on Jerry’s
urn. His family has been quite touched by the outpouring of
kindness and personal grief from all of his friends.
If you knew Jerry, your life was certainly richer for it. His
quiet, forthright, and honorable approach to life will be his
legacy.
Jerry was laid to rest in his wife’s hometown of Apollo,
Pennsylvania on December 4, 2004.
So I say to you now, raise a glass of red wine and toast the
memory of our close friend.
We look forward to a club gathering and ride this spring in
remembrance of Jerry.

It was a gray and somber morning
as I rode in to work today.
I could have just as easily gone by car
but the weather seemed somehow fitting
as I thought about the passing of a fellow rider.
A fellow rider no longer among us.
Who, having taken his final ride,
is no longer around to share the journey,
his knowledge and love
with those he touched in life.
I thought about him and his life as I traveled
down those many thought-roads in my mind
and soon found myself contemplating
the progression of life, the finality of death,
and the impressions each individual leaves
within those of us left behind.
As I wandered the back roads of my mind,
a phrase we often hear in reference
to someone recently departed began to surface.
As the thought coalesced in my mind I stopped
to consider what it truly meant
and how one arrived at such a conclusion.
The phrase that came to mind was simply
”They Died With Dignity”.
As I considered it I had to wonder if perhaps we
are really referring to something entirely different?

That in turn led me to ponder how can we ever
really know the manor of an individual’s death,
other than the physical aspects of their demise?
How can we know their final thoughts in those last moments,
as the essence of what they were leaves the physical
to transcend to some other plane of existence?
The more I thought about it, the clearer it became
and I found there was only one logical conclusion.
When we say someone “Died with Dignity”
what we are really saying is that they “Lived with Dignity”
(At least that’s what it means to me, you might well
see it in a entirely different
Perspective, but I can’t hear your inner thoughts,
I can only know mine.)
So having reached the above conclusion
and knowing what I know of Jerry in Life
I can say with absolute certainty that
he did indeed “Die With Dignity”
And I can therefore think of no greater tribute to his memory.
God speed, my friend, God speed.
Jeffry L’H. Tank, aka RocketMan
January 2005

Photo by Phil Space

Consider for a moment if it is possible
for a person to die with dignity
if they failed to first embrace it in Life?
Can they truly appreciate and understand such a concept
without having lived a life of honor and forthrightness?

Jerry Cook in full rally mode, 4 Winds Rally, PA . Aug ‘93

Editor’s remark: Jeff’s “handle” was given by Jerry Cook in 2000 on their way to Square Route Rally.
They are/were truly, dedicated “Airheads.” See www.roadrunes.com for more of Jeff’s “take on life.”
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(Government, continued from page 1)

2005 Election Results ffor
or
BMWBMW Boar
d of Director
s
Board
Directors

1. The lightweight and single-track design of motorcycles
cause virtually no wear and tear to infrastructure.
2. Motorcycles weigh significantly less than passenger cars.
Most two-axle passenger vehicles weigh in excess of 3,000
pounds. Motorcycles generally weigh 400-700 pounds. The
heaviest motorcycle is lighter than the lightest car.
3. Motorcycles are a small fraction of total vehicular traffic.
Reducing or eliminating tolls for motorcycles will have little
impact on total toll revenues.
4. Motorcycles reduce congestion and are more fuel-efficient
than motor vehicles. Most motorcycles average close to 50
miles per gallon. It is appropriate that the benefits of motorcycle use be recognized and encouraged through fair tolls
5. Advances in automated toll collection can accommodate
the identification of motorcycles as a separate vehicle class.
The New York City Triboro Bridge and Tunnel Authority’s E-Z
pass system, for example, charges motorcycles 50% less that
passenger cars. Pennsylvania has passed a similar law providing a 25% discount on tolls for motorcycles with E-Z passes
attached.
I cannot stress too strongly the need for every member to
engage in this campaign. State legislatures will be coming back
into session in the spring, so it is not too soon to begin. I will
be contacting other clubs in the area to solicit their help. If you
belong to another motorcycle club, get them involved. When
you make a contact with an elected official, please send me a
short email with your name, the name of the contact, and any
feedback you received from them. Also note in your email if
you have a personal relationship with the elected official. I will
be happy to accompany anyone to meetings with representatives, if my presence will be helpful. I can be contacted at,
government@bmwbmw.org .

The membership has spoken in this year of national elections,
although in few numbers. The elected Board of Directors for
the year 2005 is as follows:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
BTS Editor:
Internet Affairs:
Government Affairs:
Membership:
Meetings and Events:
Square Route Rally Chair:
Rides:
Safety:
Sales:
Technical:

Billy Rutherford
Bert Spittel
Frank Parisi
OPEN (see below)
Phil Ager
Ted Verrill
Mark Dysart
Elsie Smith
Linda Rookard
Mike Enloe
Ed Phelps
OPEN (see below)
Jim Bade
Anton Largiadèr

The Nominating and Elections Committee thanks the
members who responded to this required annual procedure.
In November and December, the open positions were filled
by courageous (and cajoled) volunteers. Thanks to Meredith
Hassall for stepping up to become club Secretary, and to Pam
Fisher who signed up to become the Safety chair. The current
BoD voted to accept these individuals onto the 2005 BoD. The
board is also soliciting any enthusiastic volunteers to help out
with the 2005 Square Route Rally.

Photos by Phil Ager

2004 BMWBMW Holida
yP
ar
ty
Holiday
Par
arty

A dashing George Young in his kilt chats with Reg
and Bob concerning his latest ventilation situation.

Photos by Lona Soule

Billy chats with Bob and Susan before dinner.

Pam Fisher and friends at the back of the party room.
8

Bill Zsembery and friends prepare to enjoy dinner.
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THE BMW ENTHUSIAST’S SUPERSTORE SINCE 1981

IT’S

SHOWTIME

See Bob's spectacular MOTO EXPO at:

DC Convention Center…
JANUARY 14–16

Timonium Fairgrounds…
FEBRUARY 11–13
COOL Project Bikes (Rockster & R1200GS),
New models, and many more SURPRISES!

Winter’s here.
Ride it!
with

GERBING’S
Heated
Clothing
GE

HUNTORY
INVE

Bob’s has all the
latest head-to-toe
cold weather
solutions from:

BMW
REVIT!
OLYMPIA
FIRSTGEAR
VANSON
and many others!

It’s still not too late to enter…

Bob’s Mad Winter

CLICK :
or CALL :

bobsbmw.com
1.888.269.2627

MILEAGE CONTEST

Riders of ALL Brands are encouraged to
sign up. Men, women … join up NOW!

WIN PRIZES!
1st Prize: $500

10720 GUILFORD RD • COLUMBIA/JESSUP, MD 20794

January 2005

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

Bob’s Bucks

More prizes, Discounts, and FUN
Call NOW to learn all the details.
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2004 BMWBMW Holida
yP
ar
ty
Holiday
Par
arty

2004 Rides Pr
ogram Repor
Program
Reportt
By Ed Phelps

Photo by Lona Soule

Winter is now with us so it’s time to evaluate the 2004
Rides Program and build an even better one for 2005. The ’04
program had something for everyone. Here’s a recap:
Poker Runs – For riding locally - come out on a Sunday
for a scenic and fun ride. There were four events, two in
Maryland and two in Virginia. Meet for breakfast, do a ride and
finish up over lunch. Points were earned at each event and Rick
Trinnes won the number one award. Second went to Chris
Zink, while Pam Fisher took third place honors.
County Seat Tour – For riders who like to travel around,
get off the beaten path, and have a reason to visit locations you
otherwise may never venture to. And travel many did. County
seats and the courthouses are interesting and most often,
historic buildings. And no one knows that better than Phil Ager
and Elsie Smith. They are the co-Grand Champions having tied
with 238 county seats. They visited all of the Delaware (3),
Maryland (24), and West Virginia (55) county seats. They also
hit 67 in Pennsylvania and 89 in Virginia. Wow! Rick Trinnes
was also very busy riding and netted 165 county seats, 100 in
Virginia alone. Bob Higdon found time to hit 101 county seats
in between his “Around the World in 80 Days” tour!
Trans America Great States Tour – Was for the nationwide riders. Elsie Smith hit 21 different states, but both Phil
Ager and Bob Higdon turned in 23 states. Not to be outdone,
Jack Muth rode across the southern part of the US on his way
to California. He then rode up the Pacific coast to Washington
State before returning to Maryland. Jack had 31 states. What a
ride; good job, Jack!
Stay tuned because I hope to have the 2005 program in
place by the February meeting. Many members travel to
Daytona Bike Week in March and it would be a great time to
start your riding season.

Photo by Lona Soule

High Mileage male winner goes to Bob Higdon. His
mileage on his Around the World tour just overcame Don Arthurs Out for Fun American Tour.

Photo by Phil Ager

Photo by Lona Soule

Female High Mileage goes to Meredith Hassall.

The Bellinos are greeted by Billy Rutherford.

Yes - Send In Your Milea
ge!
Mileag
Remember, the club mileage contest begins again
on January 1st. Get out there for a Polar Bear Ride
but please send in your starting mileage to Anton
at mileage@bmwbmw.org !

10

Since Phil Ager & Elsie Smith competed in the
county bounty contest as a team, Ed could only
present two plaques stating, BMWBMW County Seat
Tour 2004 Grand Champions. Out of an estimated
244 total county seats, Elsie & Phil collected photographic evidence from 238 locations - in good
weather and bad (all but a handful of counties in
SW Virginia) .
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Photos by Lona Soule

Laura & Ron Jones are always the life of the party.

Photos by Lona Soule

Terry & Joyce Barnes are thankful to be at the party.

Heather Enloe, but one very-pleased door-prize winner.
January 2005

Mark Dysart, Government Affairs, enjoyed the evening.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET

MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
04 R1150GS Adventure, Silver, Mint
Condition, 2,250 mi, never off road and
impeccably taken care of. Aluminum
BMW GS cases convey w/bike (great
looking and functional). Asking
$13,800 OBO. a.s.altman@att.net ,
Alexandria, VA (12/04)
04 R1100S, Mandarin/Grey Boxer
Prep. 700 miles, brand new, Corbin seat
and cylinder guards. US $10,700. W:
202-623-1839, H: 301-963-2911, or
GEORGEA@iadb.org . (11/04)
01 R1200C, mint condition, 14K miles,
new tires, saddlebags, windshield,
running lights, rear passenger back rest,
etc. Asking $8,900 OBO. Bike is in
Pomona, NY. Contact Abe Pearlman,
PO Box 444, Pomona, NY 10970, 845362-7348. (08/04) [Formerly owned and
enjoyed by the late Michael Pearlman]
99 R1200C, 13,350 mi, excellent
condition, ivory w/blue seat, windshield, air horn, hyperlite brake lights,
Bob’s wrist rest. Always garaged.
$7,500 OBO. Must sell because I can
no longer ride. Chip 703 237 9191 or
chipcliff@cox.net (12/04)
98 R1100RT, 21K miles. Sinus Blue
excellent condition-garage kept. Heated
grips, cyl guards, BMW top case, Aero
flow windshield, Air Rider gel seat insert.
$10,250. Jim Kent, 703-644-2465 or
vze8msw7@verizon.net (10/04)
94 K75RT, Silk Blue, 37K, one owner,
never down, garage kept, ABS, electric
windshield, BMW Comfort Seat,
excellent rubber, all service recs, Show
room condition, (no dings), European
light switch assy, Many extras to go w/
sale. Asking $5,195 or B/O, Franc
Boulanger 804-741-9323 or
FBoula6454@aol.com (09/04)
86 R80RT, 44k miles, Corbin seat w/
backrest, Koni shock, Luftmeister fork
spring kit; K&N; new ME33 & ME55;
new steering head bearings; tall
National screen + stock; stock seat;
reliable; runs great; handles great with
suspension upgrades; garaged in Greene
County N/of Charlottesville VA; $2750;
call Jay @ 434-985-6398 (10/04)
84 R80GS PD, Low miles, blue, w/
special Dakar large tank. $4,000.
Dennis Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
83 R80ST, Low miles, gray, bags,
12

shields, heated grips; very clean.
$3,800. Dennis Perzynski 410-8754273 (11/04)
78 R100S, Motosport, a rare ‘S’ model
w/extra complete ‘RS’ fairing kit, bags,
orig-owner, low miles. $4,400. Dennis
Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
75 R75/6, Boxer to restore or perhaps
just ride away. Recent, excellent, 750 cc
top end, rest of drivetrain original R90/
6. Excellent, near-new battery, very
good rubber, brakes, starting, charging.
Lousy paint, scratched/dinged, horn and
lights need work. Extra bars, tank,
$1,200 OBO (lower price). Must sell.
David Shapiro 301-699-8833 or
safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/04)
77 Honda Goldwing/EML sport
sidecar, 31,000 mi. Very good condition
$4,500 OBO; 410-775-2231 or
Eabbott410@aol.com (08/04)

lbs. Max allowable weight is 7,700 lbs.
Price $9,995.00 - compare at twice the
price. Contact: Info@aitstraining.com
or call Custom Toy Haulers
703.440.0914. (09/04)

Photos on the plaques given for the
County Seat Tour. Phil at Charles Cty
MD and Elsie at Wirt Cty WV (during
Hurricane Ivan at the RA Rally).

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS
Joe Rocket ballistic pants and jacket
XL, in next to new shape. Make
reasonable offer. First Gear mesh jacket
XL-make offer. Leather chaps-cheap.
Call Jon 301-951-6191 or
jtorley_gang@hotmail.com (08/04)
Women’s mandarin/gray/black BMW
Savannah pants, size 6R/EU36, like
new-worn once, $125. Please call
703-644-2465. (10/04)
For a 02-K1200 RS: rear wheel $350;
standard windshield $ 45; Parabellum
windshield, tall $ 80. Jaime Henriquez
301-587-1833, MPCPAngeC@aol.com
(08/04)
New 14' Haulmark Kodiak, electric
brake, tandem axle Trailer Toy Hauler
with ramp, two windows and Rally Rig
Conversion. This trailer is set up to haul
one or 2 full size bikes and when you
get to the rally, out come the bikes and
you set up cots or rollaway beds for
sleeping. Folding table goes up for
eating and games. Rally Rig includes
enclosed Porta Potti, sink, kitchen
cabinets, 10 gal water tank with 12V
water pump or city water hookup. 110V
and 12V lights. Deep cycle battery in
the trailer charges as you tow the trailer.
Vinyl floor for hauling bikes. Plush
carpeting rolls over vinyl for living.
Wired to accept roof air conditioning.
Unique 10' x 12' awning allows easy
one person set up. Empty weight 3,000
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Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors may contact the
editor for rates. We request that
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of
the month preceding the month of
publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day of
the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).

Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735
January 2005

BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 410256-0970.

Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.

January 2005

CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA
Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’
s Quality Cyc
le
Lap’s
Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Mor
ton’
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S. 1,
go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse
Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’
s Cyc
le
Speed’s
Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to Route
100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are located
on the left just before Levering Avenue.

BMWBMW Ride-T
o-Eat’
s
Ride-To-Eat’
o-Eat’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members
who meet for dinner. These gatherings
are regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are
always planned and announced on the
club’s web message board. Typically,
the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday
and the Maryland RTE is the third
Thursday. The restaurant is always
different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride
to eats are always popping up.
Interested? Check out the message
boards Events section and look for
“Ride-To-Eat” or “RTE”.

Interested in
Riding in Me
xico/
Mexico/
Central America?
Check out the message boards
at www.bmwbmw.org under
Organize a Ride>Anyone
interested in Central America
T a club event.
NOT
2006? This is NO
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CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
Jan 1 2005

http://www.virginiawind.com/events/index.asp

22nd Annual “Polar Bear Ride” sponsored by the Potomac Area Road Riders (PARR). Registration: 9:00-11:00am at The Sign of the
Whale Restaurant in Loehmann’s Plaza at 7279 Arlington Boulevard, Falls Church, Virginia. Phone: (703) 573-1616. Cost: $10.00.

Jan 9 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership Meeting at 11:00 at Hunter Motel and restaurant, Exit 166, to Ft Belvoir off I-95, then
immediate left onto Newington Rd. Joe Grant will speak on Alpine touring and his various trips to Europe.

Jan 14-16 2005

http://wdc.motorcycleshows.com/imswdc/V40/index.cvn

2005 Cycle World Motorcycle Show, presented by Toyota Trucks, at the Washington Convention Center.

Feb 11-13 2005

http://www.motorcycleevents.com/cgi-bin/mea/calendar.pl?id=6652

2005 Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show, at the MS State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd, Timonium, MD.

Feb 13 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership Meeting at 11:00 at Bob’s BMW.

Mar 13 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership Meeting at 11:00 at Morton’s BMW.

Ma
y 13-15 2005
May

http://www.ironbutt.com/natmeet/default.cfm

Code-named "Omaha 2005", this inaugural IBA National Meet is meant to facilitate the
cohesion of the Long Distance riding community.

Jun 3-5 2005
BMWBMW 31st Annual Square Route Rally. Note it on your new calendar.

Jul 21-24 2005

http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally05/index.htm

2005 MOA International Rally, Allen County Fairgrounds, Lima, Ohio.

Oct 6-9 2005

http://www.bmwra.org/
HOURS
M-F 8–6
SA
T 8–1
SAT

33rd BMW RA International Rally, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can
be either official BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically
have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events
throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.

Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville.
Classic Twins (1970 and later)
K bikes and Oilheads
Anton Largiadèr
Repairs and maintenance
(434) 295-0496 (h)
Tire installation
(434) 409-3767 (m)
Roadside rescue
anton@largiader.com

January
S

M

About the BTS.
If you want to receive your BTS in full-color and sooner than you’d get it in
the mail, send a message to membership@bmwbmw.org . A broadband
connection is recommended, since the PDF is 1.5 MB. Remember to give
us your email address if you note “eBTS” on your renewal check or postcard! If you sign up for the eBTS, you will receive notification when the next
issue is posted to the website. You will no longer receive a printed version
via the USPS.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check appropriate box
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address

❑ I decline a paper newsletter; I can read Between the Spokes on the club’s website!
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

Age group:
G 16-25 G46-55
G 26-35 G56+
G 36-45

Referred to BMWBMW by:

MEMBERSHIP DUES

G
G
G
G
G

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, PO Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077

10/1/2004

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

FIRST CLASS

