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by Norm Smith, #1064
[Ed. Remark: This begins a series of multiple emails sent during
Norm’s trans-Asia ride. Thanks a lot Norm; I hope the membership
appreciates your travel log as much as I do. Way to go!]

by Anton Largiadèr

The 2004 contest is over, and 51 members racked up
707,376 miles in all. An additional thirty started but never sent
in finishing miles, and a few sent in finishing miles without
starting miles. It's a simple contest, but the rules are the rules!
Awards were presented at the Holiday Party. Bob Higdon
was the highest overall, with 51,624 miles, which included a
trip around the world. Yes, around the world, across Asia and
Europe from east to west and then across the US. Second went
to Don Arthur, who had to be sweet-talked into reporting his
embarassingly low 42,000 miles. Editor Phil Ager took third
with 27,676 miles, doubtless the result of nonstop courthousehunting for much of the year.
Meredith Hassall was our top woman with 24,946 miles,
which put her eighth overall. Rita Hassall took second with
18,882 and Elsie Smith was right behind her with 18,389 mi.
The hotly-contested sidecar contest went to Terry Barnes,
with 5,997 on his Hannigan rig. He had a lighter-than-average
year, due to a wreck that destroyed his rig! However, he was
the only sidecar entrant for whom I had both starting and
ending miles. Look for Lew Nalls to make a strong comeback
in 2005!
Peter Watt did not make it to the party for recognition as
'Low Man' this year; if he'd ridden there he would likely have
doubled his total for the year. And while average mileage
wasn't an award, Brian Hedges was closest to the 13,870
average.
The winners had their choice of an oil change kit, S100
cleaning kit or Battery Tender Junior, supplied by Battley
Cycles. Higdon took the cleaning kit but we all know where he
keeps his bike; I don't think his hands were on the kit for more
than a few seconds. Courthouse-seeking Phil and Elsie chose
the oil change kits, and Rita and Don got the Battery Tenders.
Meredith chose to return her prize to be randomly awarded to a
different woman entrant, and her S100 kit ended up in the
hands of Chris Zink.

CHINA 1 SHANGHAI to JINAN May 2, 2004
Hi all: Left a week-ago today and this is my first sit-down
at the IBM. Getting everything done through the Chinese
bureaucracy is a task that would take a full week if one
attempted it alone but Helge Pedersen has great contacts in
Shanghai and it all came together in one full day.
First came a written driver’s test of twenty questions taken
from a study sheet of 100, a few of which were indecipherable.
Two years ago a group doing China failed 100% but this year
we all passed the first time around. We came away with a valid
Chinese license, with laminated picture that allowed us to take
possession of our machines.
Then came the trip to the freight yard to pick up the bikes
and with the help of the motorcycle God, (“M/C G” from here
on) all 11 of the machines arrived in good shape. Grief is when
you open the container doors and salt water runs out but ours
were dry and beautiful. We are on ten BMWs and one KTM
and everything started without assistance. We were issued
temporary tags which allowed us to move on to the next
station, the Chinese equivalent of the USA DMV, (Department
of Motor Vehicles). I don’t know about you but the initials
DMV strike terror into my aging heart. I have five things that
must be inspected every year and nothing ever goes smoothly
with the Washington, D.C. DMV.
What a pleasant surprise awaited us. We were late and they
held the office open, looked the machines over and issued
plates and sent us on our way - back to the Everbright Hotel, a
very nice facility.

(Mileage Results, continued on page 6)

Photo courtesy of Norm Smith
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bikes for customs inspection at the dockside.

(China Trip, continued on page 4)
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END OF YEAR TREASURER’S REPOR
T
REPORT

Between the Spokes
Editor:
Mailing:

by Mike Enloe

Phil Ager
Dave & Angie Talaber

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

As of 12/31/2004, our account balance is $7,198.23. From 12/11-12/31, the club had
income of $500 from holiday party income, and expenses of $3,478.28 from holiday
party expenses.
BALANCE 12/10/04

$10,176.51

12/12/04 2168 *VOID*
12/12/04 2169 *VOID*
12/12/04 2170 J.R. Stockyard Inn - 2004 Holiday Party
12/12/04 2171 Sir Speedy Printing - 2004 Holiday Party program
12/19/04 DEP Holiday Party Income
12/19/04 2172 Rockville HD - Mileage Contest Prizes, Hol. Party
12/19/04 2173 Linda Rookard - A/V Rental, Holiday Party
TOTAL OUTFLOWS
TOTAL INFLOWS
NET TOTAL 12/11/04 - 12/31/04
BALANCE 12/31/04

$
0.00
$
0.00
$ (2,814.67)
$ (174.68)
$ 500.00
$ (156.43)
$ (332.50)

$ (3,478.28)
$ 500.00
$ (2,978.28)

$7,198.23

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Ad
dress Chang
e
Address
Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Club Affiliations
Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and

THE 2005 BO
ARD OF DIRECT
ORS
BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: Bert Spittel
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: no longer in service
W: 410-821-2920
Secretary: Meredith Hassall
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496
Treasurer: Frank Parisi
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 202-309-0199
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

www.bmwbmw.org
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Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
Rally: Mike Enloe
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Pam Fisher
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-526-9130

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Sales: Jim Bade
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-492-8799

Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167

Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 434-295-0496

BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

Membership: Elsie Smith
membership@bmwbmw.org
W: 301-774-3622
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President’
s Corner
President’s
Sidecar 101
For some reason I had never ridden a sidecar rig. Jim
Fletcher has been a sidecar fan for a long time and recently
assembled his rig that he and his son now enjoy. I have always
been curious and have observed people riding them and
wondered if it would be fun. I finally decided that I should
probably try one out and contacted Irv Warden. Irv agreed to
give me a sidecar 101 course. He demonstrated the basic
operational procedures in a large vacant parking lot. Being a
brave soul, we then switched positions and Irv continued to
give me tips (WATCH OUT FOR THE CAR, TELEPHONE
POLE COMING UPPPPPPPPPPPPP). Seriously, it was a blast
– certainly a different riding experience. Irv mentioned that Joe
Grant was a very experienced sidecar rider and had a Honda
Goldwing with a sidecar. Joe has promised to give me my
second lesson on his rig. I have not put the sidecar in my
fantasy file yet but it could qualify soon.

Track Day
Tod Waterman is in preliminary discussion with MARRC
about hosting another track day at Summit Point. See Tod’s
input on page 11. Last year was a really fun day and everyone
left the track feeling more proficient than when they arrived.
Tired, but proficient!

Crash Course for Motorcyclist
Pam Fisher, Safety Chair, is scheduling a one-day course
about what to do at a crash scene and the care that you can
provide until the professional medical providers arrive.
Knowing what to do could mean the difference between life
and death. Living in a metropolitan area usually means that we
can expect to have emergency responders on the scene in a few
minutes. Rural areas and foreign countries don’t provide the

same level of response. In rural areas, 90% of the emergency
responders are volunteers. This means that when the call to 911
comes in, they have to contact someone who is probably at
work and tell them to go the station and get the ambulance.
Time passes and then when they do show up it may take hours
to get you to the appropriate medical facility. Each of us would
feel better knowing that someone in the riding group is
qualified to secure the crash scene and provide first aid until
the professionals arrive. To provide first aid means that you
need to carry a first aid kit. Get a first aid kit for your bike and
make attending this course a priority -- sign-up form on pg 12.

Group Riding
There has been a good deal of discussion about group
riding on the message boards. We will schedule a group ride
leader course and also show the Motorcycle Safety Foundation
Group Riding Video at a monthly meeting. There are definitely
a set of protocols for group riding and we should know them
before we ride in a group. A couple of quick thoughts. Never
join a group on the road that you did not start with. Never
attempt to control traffic to allow all of the bikes to continue
through a controlled intersection. Whoever is the group leader
should brief all of the riders before you depart on the destination and route, procedures for dropping out of the group and
review the hand signals (they’re in the directory). Establish the
interval between riders in a stagger formation. Always have a
leader and a person riding last in the group (tail gunner or
sweep). It is highly recommended that the leader and the tail
gunner have a means of communicating. We are planning to
expand our Sunday breakfast rides to include more information
about group riding and then go for a ride.
I love my heated grips.
Ride Safely. Billy

Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .
February 2005
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(China Trip, continued from page 1)

Photo courtesy of Norm Smith

They rode everything from a 1963 Chinese copy of a 1940
BMW to a new R1150RT. All of their machines were technically illegal in China, (nothing more than 250cc can be sold)
but we gathered that they all had party connections and money
talks. They invited us to a special fish restaurant and put on a
real banquet. The restaurant owner was also a motorcyclist, a
man of many talents. Getting thru the language barrier in both
directions was a hoot for all parties. The following morning,
many of them showed up at 07:00 to escort us out of the city
on our way to Beijing.
It has been a week already and the group is really drawing
together. Personalities are emerging, the class clown, the
philosopher, the organizer, the whiner (not too bad) the always
late one, etc. All in all it is a good group. The youngest is 32
and the oldest 77 (guess who), and the average of the eleven,
55 1/2 years.
It is going well. My regards to all, Norm Smith

Picturesque view of the booming city of Shanghai
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CHINA 2
2, NANJING to BEIJING May 12, 2004
Nanjing to Beijing was a ride through the past for us. The
area is part of the bread and rice basket of the country and
employs methods that were surpassed in the USA over 100
years ago. Millions of acres are still plowed with oxen, mules,
donkeys, cows and small tractors that one walks behind. We
saw some of the cultivators being pulled by one and two people
and that includes an equal number of women. In the past 120
years, the USA has gone from an agrarian society where 90%
of the people lived outside of big cities and were involved in
raising food. Today that number is about 2% of our population
feeding the other 98%. China is still 80% agrarian and that
means over 800,000 people do nothing but farm to feed their 1
billion 200 million population. And it means that their job is
sunrise to sunset hard dirt farming with few of the tools that
give one some leisure time. Consider what it would be like to
have eight of your circle of ten friends doing nothing but
collective farming.
There is road construction everywhere and the closer we
came to Beijing the better things looked. The roadsides are
lined with newly planted trees and flower beds. They are
beautifying things for the 2008 Olympics and what a difference
from the last time I was here in 1993. Central Beijing has
really undergone a transformation, some of the old brick and
adobe homes are gone and there are cranes everywhere on the
(China Trip, continued on page 9)

Photo courtesy of Norm Smith

Thursday, (4/29) was a free day and we visited the Yu
Gardens, The Bund, (the major financial district) and the
Chinese Buddha Temple. Tomorrow we ride to Nanjing.
The “M/C G” was not with us on this one and we set out in
rain and on a road, (the only road) under construction with the
worst truck and auto congestion that I have ever experienced!
We used the GS off road capabilities to good advantage as we
detoured through the mud and construction to pass a total
morass of trucks, cars and the omnipresent small motorcycles
and bicycles. Even at that, we only managed 101 miles in eight
hours and finally gave up in a town named Wuxi, (4/30). Helge
found a small hotel, The Bai Da, having a questionable 1/2 star
rating but it was a bed, dinner and breakfast for almost nothing
and — it was dry.
Friday, (5/1) loomed a little better with very light drizzle
and overcast but we made it to Nanjing (which means southern
capital). More traffic, construction and only one route made us
proud to turn in 101 miles. The countryside is agricultural with
rice and wheat everywhere, shepherds tending small herds of
goats, flocks of ducks, again with a peasant tending to their
welfare and cows and oxen in abundance. Much of the plowing
utilizes small diesel tractors that one walks behind and the ox
is still used to plow, especially in the flooded rice paddies. It is
planting season and hundreds of workers, especially women,
calf deep in mud are planting the rice seedlings.
Our hotel in Nanjing, the New Century, (5/1) was first
class, not much more could be expected. Because of the
overnight in Wuxi we only stayed one night in Nanjing, our
loss as it is a very attractive city. On to Xuzhou City to more
fine lodgings at the Han Yuan Hotel, (5/2) and continued
genuine and delicious Chinese food. Not counting our experienced world traveled hosts, Helge Pedersen and Mike Paull, we
are nine participants, eight from the USA and one from
Canada. I will give you profiles on everyone later in the trip
and you may be surprised that you know some of them as they
are all real motorcycle travel gypsies.
Xuzhou to Jinan on Monday, May 3 and another very nice
Hotel, the Zhonghao having great western amenities and we
have been advised that after the Russian border we will
appreciate China more. A local motorcycle rider saw us enter
town and a few hours later the Jinan Motorcycle Club showed
up at our hotel, about a dozen of them.

Norm reporting from the starting point of the Great Wall.
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MEMBERSHIP REPOR
T
REPORT

Ne
w Member Pr
ofiles
New
Profiles

by Elsie Smith

Hi Nancy,
I have a 2004 K1200GT that I just
recently purchased. I traded a 2002
R1150R. I previously had a 1995
K1100RS and sold it in 2000 or so. I
ride to relax and to enjoy the outdoors. I
have been riding since I was 12 years
old mostly off road at the time. I then
started riding on the street in 1995. I do
like to tour and would like to get a
group together to travel longer distances, maybe a 2-3 day ride. I have
found it difficult to find other riders to
ride with due to general time constraints
with people these days, including me at
times. I would like to get to know some
of the local BMW riders better and do
some riding together.
That’s pretty much it. Thanks for
the email.
The only picture I have of me is
with the Governor in November of
2004. I am not politically connected,
just happened to get the chance to eat
lunch with him with a group of other
automobile dealers.
Sincerely,
George Criswell
President, Criswell Acura Audi
Annapolis, MD

January ‘05 Membership stats (as of December 31, 2004)
Membership statistics:
Full members: 455
Associate members: 44
Total members: 499
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter rather than
receiving a printed copy: 81/ ~18%
New Members, 5 Full:
Dwight Condon from Leesburg, VA was referreed by Morton’s BMW and rides a
2005 R1200GS.
George Criswell hailing from Edgewater, MD was referred by Bob’s BMW and is
astride a 2004 K1200GT.
“Cris” Ellington from Charles Town, WV was referred by new Treasurer Frank Parisi
and is mounted on a 2004 R1150R. (see email on next page)
Gerald Larson, joining from Woodbridge, VA, was also referred by Morton’s (new
member Jeff Dunkle), and rides a 2004 K1200CL.
David Yurchak from Baltimore, MD, was also referred by Bob’s BMW.

Renewing Members:
12 full members and 1 associate.
Year-End Report:
455 total members, 44 associates
43 new members joined in 2004, 15 associates
We hope that everyone attended at least one club event in the past year. There
is a wealth of information about events in the Between the Spokes monthly
newsletter. More up-to-date information can be found at www.bmwbmw.org . The
message boards are also an excellent resource for near-term riding & eating
opportunities.

Nearl
y-Ne
w BMW Pr
ofile
Nearly-Ne
y-New
Profile

Send In Your Star
ting ‘05 Milea
ge!
Starting
Mileag
Remember, the club mileage contest began again on
ocrastinating -- let’s all get with
January 1st. Stop pr
procrastinating
the program! Start planning some spring rides &
summer trips, but first send in your starting mileage
to Anton at mileage@bmwbmw.org !
February 2005

Photo by George Criswell

Photos by John Weicht

As requested, I’ve attached two pictures of my current BMW and me, one in riding
gear and one without. The bike is a ’99 R1100S that I bought in July 2004 with only
404 total miles on it. Apparently the previous owner just liked to look at it a lot instead
of ridingit, but I’m doing my best to get the mileage up to an appropriate level. One
picture is the day I picked the bike up at Bob’s after trading my R1150GS. The other
was taken at the Cass, WV railroad parking lot during a weekend excursion in October. This is my fifth BMW in 22 years - I suppose you could say I’m hooked!
John Weicht, Member # 1708

George and Bob doing the luncheon
thing, but he knows how to relax on
the weekend! Lets tally up the miles!

Wanted! Your Picture
Picture..
We’d love to have a picture of you and your BMW. Email
.or
g with a short note with your
to editor@bmwbmw
editor@bmwbmw.or
.org
name, what the bike is and where you are (if applicable).
Don’t be surprised if you receive an email from Nancy
Oswald for a brief interview about yourself, your bike, why
you joined the club, etc.

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington
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(Mileage Results, continued from page 1)

Please remember: you need to enter the contest every year!
I won't automatically use your finishing miles from the
previous year, and if you don't get a personal response from me
you should assume that I have not received your entry. The
form on the website usually works, but an email sent to
mileage@bmwbmw.org is best. Please let me know your
member number, bikes, and current odometer readings ASAP!

Result
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
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Member

Miles

Bob Higdon
Don Arthur
Phil Ager
Paul Mihalka
John Weicht
Meredith Hassall
Anton Largiader
Ed Phelps
Jim Bade
Don Williams
John A. Kerechek
Tom Koerner
Tom Hassall
George Falcon
Rita Hassall
Elsie Smith
Bill Burns
Ed Read
Jack Muth
Rick Trinnes
Michael Rocus
Reg Jackson
Brian Hedges
Don Graling
Mark Sigley
Ken Eichhorst
Laura Jones
Ron Jones
John Kuhlman
Lou Church
Bob Henig
Joe Harty
Mike Enloe
Chris Zink
Mark Dysart
Mark Estes
Roy Lyford-Pike
Paul DiCaprio
Henry S. Winokur
Terry Barnes
Brian Horais
Michael Knowles
Mike Bodnar
Gerrit Shuffstall
Maria Vandergucht
Irv Warden
Doug Schirmer
Robert Williams
Patrick Birck
George Swatzbaugh
Peter Watt

51,624
42,000
27,676
25,956
25,069
24,946
24,646
23,659
22,107
21,900
21,750
21,623
21,399
20,298
18,882
18,389
16,993
15,414
14,882
14,630
14,321
13,976
13,943
12,817
12,365
12,179
10,099
10,044
9,889
8,913
8,772
8,665
8,575
8,275
7,782
7,515
6,820
6,763
6,005
5,997
5,267
5,041
4,898
4,785
4,735
4,696
4,067
2,758
2,640
868
63

eLetter to the Forum and the Editor
[Ed Remark: Frank Parisi posted this notice on 30 Dec: “Our
new freind, Cris Ellington, was hit by a taxi on his way home
from Battleys today. He walked away from the accident, but he
has some pains that he might get checked out tomorrow.
Hopefully, he'll be in better shape in the morning. I just hope
that he pulls through with no long-term pains. Insurance will
take care of the rest.” Jim Bade proceeded to get Cris’ permission to share with the club. BMWBMW’s repeated emphasis
on protective riding gear apparently made a good impression.
Cris, we hope you’ll be back on two wheels real soon.]
from Cris Ellington, #2483
Wow. I don’t know what to say about the kindness and
well wishes that you folks have sent my way. I am confident
that is why I am feeling much better today. I will just say
THANK YOU! I think I am coming out of the fog. Well, I went
to the doctor Friday to have a quick check-up. And there are no
broken bones, just bruises and some small ligament tears in my
ribs (No LOL for me). The presciptions were good and I slept
most of the day yesterday.
I’m not sure how I will proceed with actions against the
guy and his company. He was charged with two infractions: 1)
failure to stop at a stop sign, 2) failure to yield to traffic on a
highway (Any good lawyers out there?). I was extremely lucky
to have not been going too fast and good neighbors on the road
coming to my assistance. One woman parked her car in such a
way to protect me from the oncoming traffic while I got up
from the pavement and stayed to witness the accident for the
police. I am extremely grateful to her and the others that were
there to help clean up the pieces. There were three others that
stopped to help.
Let me say a few things about the things I have learned
from you directly during meetings and the boards. I love that
BMW Commuter jacket that I tore up as I bounced on the
pavement. I’ll be getting another one of them. I began reading
this board before I bought my bike. I learned the importance of
the right clothing/helmet/gloves/pants/boots/earplugs (which I
have no idea where they went). So, having read the posts about
the equipment, I had no problem with paying the money
necessary to be protected. If I had spent a bit more money on
pants, I would not have the strawberries on my knees. My HJS
Symax helmet shows what would have happened to my face
had I been wearing a beanie instead. So, thanks to all for the
good information you make available to the web and all
those interested in learning about this great sport.
I am looking forward to a new bike. I hope this one is
totaled. I hope to have a new bike soon and be back out there
with you very quickly (Okay, my wife is involved a bit in how
soon).
Truly yours, Cris

About the eBTS.
If you want to receive your BTS in full-color and sooner than
you’d get it in the mail, send a message to
membership@bmwbmw.org . A broadband connection is
recommended, since the PDF is 1.5 MB. Remember to give us
your email address if you note “eBTS” on your renewal check or
postcard! If you sign up for the eBTS, you will receive notification when the next issue is posted to the website. You will no
longer receive a printed version via the USPS.
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Rober
th
y’
s LDR Journal
Robertt McCar
McCarth
thy’
y’s

Around 100 Long Distance motorcycle riders showed up
in Hyder, Alaska for an annual rally organized by Ron Ayres
called HyderSeek. I arrived about 7 PM local time on Saturday,
June 1, 2002, just in time to claim a rally shirt and get served
my fish dinner. Unfortunately, I was not one of the 15 riders
qualifying as “forty-niners.” These gentlemen each documented riding to Hyder, Alaska and all 48 lower United States
in less than 10 days. I missed by three states and twelve hours,
but had an exciting and enlightening ride of a lifetime. I visited
the three skipped states on the way home and am already
looking forward to repeating the 48 Plus ride with some route
improvements and better time management.
My BMW motorcycle traveled nearly 14,000 miles during
21 straight days of great weather, outstanding scenery and no
mechanical problems. The daily mileages on the following
pages include a minor odometer error reading a few percent
high. Here is of my daily recollection of events.
Tue. 21May02, Day Zero, 471 mi -10 hrs, 3pm to 1am
I was committing all my vacation, personal holidays and
Memorial Day to this trip, so I planned to leave directly from
work the afternoon of Tuesday, May 21. This would allow time
to reach my planned official “start of ride” location in Massachusetts by midnight. The official “start time” would be around
noon on Wednesday, May 22, which is when AJ BMW opened.
I planned to get official “start of ride” witnesses at the dealership. I was not worried about the late start since I would gain 3
hours crossing the US east to west. If I had started the ride
from my home in Virginia, there would have been a lot of “on
the clock” backtracking down the mid-Atlantic region.
My wife Nancy had helped me take my new 2002 BMW
R1150RS to the garage at work on the previous Sunday. It had
a grand total of 668 miles on the odometer. On “Day Zero,” I
brought all my luggage and riding garb to work in my truck,
which I planned to leave in the garage while I was gone. My
intent was to leave right after lunch, but of course my boss
called an impromptu staff meeting. By the time I got geared up
and out of the garage it was 3:00 PM.
In the meantime, I was very nervous and some last minute
foul-ups occurred. My headlight protector had arrived at the
last minute and while installing it at work, I realized I had
poorly spaced the adhesive mounting buttons. The written
instructions had cheerfully predicted a foul-up if they were not
followed to the letter and this frayed my nerves even more. My
concern, however, should have been the general inadequacy of
the stock headlight for night riding with or without a stone
shield. Driving lights are not really optional on a world class
touring bike. Since returning home, PIAA 1100X series have
been mounted. They were sorely missed on this trip.
I had packed three Fuji 35mm waterproof one-use cameras
each with 27 exposures. There were only two controls on these
cameras: a shutter lever and a film-winding knob. The instructions said to take up the slack in the film so I merrily started
turning the knob. Unfortunately, turning it clockwise instead of
counter clockwise proceeded to waste the first 6 exposures. At
this point, I resolved to just get rolling. This was a transition
February 2005

Photo by Robert McCarthy

[Ed. Remark: This begins a series of daily journal entiries recently
submitted by Robert on a CD. Thanks for sharing your comprehensive ride report, Bob. I’ll print it in segments in the next few issues.
Hope our readers can learn from your exhaustive long distance ride.]

Robert, the intrepid Road Rat out there somewhere.

day anyway and I needed to morph into “Long Distance Rider
Man” replacing “Family-Corporate Man.” The weekend before
leaving I really had concentrated on resolving loose ends at
home and not obsessing on the trip.
The late start had bad consequences approaching Baltimore on I-95 from the Washington Beltway (I-495). I was only
averaging 30 mph in solidified traffic for over two hours.
However, I stayed calm and started soaking in the magnitude of
my adventure and enjoying the great weather. At my first gas
stop at Mt Laurel, New Jersey around 7 PM, calamity struck
when my luggage tried to abandon ship. While on the side
stand, my fully loaded tank bag slumped off to the left. The
tank bag zippered mount in front of the seat had come loose.
This mount had been re-cycled from my 2000 R1100RS and
for some reason the hook and loop panel had failed.
On an impulse, I had ordered some Barge’s cement from
Aerostich at the last minute and this $4 item was now worth its
weight in gold. As it turned out, over the next 20 days, I had to
re-glue the tank bag mount about four times. Without the
Barge’s, it would have been impossible to continue riding. The
BMW tank bag held maps, tools, disposable earplugs, toll
money, the day’s receipts documenting the trip, CB radio, cell
phone, flashlight, cameras, waterproof cover, Johnson’s Pledge
for face shield cleaning, etc. It was pretty critical to the success
of the trip. I wasn’t very scientific in packing the tank bag
though. The first five days, I could not find the earplugs and
wound up using the same rancid pair day after day.
The soft luggage strapped to the rear seat decided to shift
left at the same time the tank bag was sagging. Re-strapping
the soft luggage after putting the bike on the center stand was
no big deal. The need for this was not a surprise since the
contents tend to settle and shift. I also improved on the
positioning of the various pieces, which aided their stability. I
put the heavier end of the duffel bag on the right side of the
bike and adjusted the straps to better secure the lot.
I carried a large Ortlieb waterproof duffel resting on the
rear seat and fastened with two adjustable straps and a medium
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size duffel fastened on top of the Ortlieb with two more

straps. These same straps also held a nylon mesh bag.
This mesh bag was very handy for holding my electric
vest during the heat of the day along with spare gloves, not
to mention pieces of fruit or small cereal boxes. The mesh
bag was very accessible without removing any straps. The
duffels held clothes, spare boots, other personal items and a
waterproof pouch for important documents and traveler’s
checks. I carried seven new pairs of socks and when I
finally got home after 21 days, I found two pair which had
never been unwrapped. In the future, I plan to better
organize packing although I do not regret leaving behind the
laptop and digital camera. There just was not time or energy
to fool with these on a daily basis.
On top of the duffels was a gift from my wife, a “car
seat cooler” which was a small, insulated bag with zippered
access, an elastic pouch and big straps intended to go
around the seat in a car. These straps wrapped around the
two duffel bags and kind of clamped the whole mish mash
together. The cooler held stuff which needed to be easily
accessible but could get wet without woe, e.g., a pair of 1
liter emergency fuel bottles, rubber rain gloves and galoshes, Barge’s glue, etc. The elastic pouch held odds and
ends and could be used as a litter bag. This was quite handy
when having a snack and the nearest trashcan was 50 yards
way.
The next challenge after securing the luggage was
dealing with the many tolls going north on I-95. I used a
separate envelope in the tank bag to hold small bills, coins
and toll receipts. Although I was not yet “on the clock,” I

C l i p

o r

p r i n t

practiced methodical toll stops, being extra careful at the
greasy tollbooth ramps, collecting receipts, recording
mileage.
Approaching New York City, I felt nervous about
getting lost. After crossing the George Washington Bridge, I
kept a sharp eye out for road signs through the Bronx
looking to wind up on Route 15 east. It was dark and
starting to get chilly so I stopped and plugged in my electric
vest. I felt a lot better when I finally reached I-91 north and
headed for Bernardston, Massachusetts where I had a
reservation at the Windmill Inn. Finding the Windmill Inn
was more difficult than I anticipated but the nice lady
running the place stayed up past midnight waiting for me.
I got a real boost when I finally arrived and she mentioned that I had a phone message from Gail who lives in
California. Since it was three hours earlier on the west
coast, I returned the call but got an answering machine. I
left a message saying I would call again when I could catch
my breath.
I first met Gail in high school and have seen her about
three times in the last 40 years. We exchange Christmas
cards and I had mentioned I might do this ride. As kind of a
joke, I had suggested that I might even visit her. Later, I sent
her a note with my itinerary but since southern California
appeared to be at least a 500-mile detour, I was not really
serious about a visit. However, considering she was interested enough to call me, I resolved to find a way to visit if
possible.
(LDR Journal, continued in March)

t h i s

C O U P O N

f o r

DISCOUNT Admission!
to the MID-ATLANTIC
INTERNATIONAL

MOTORCYCLE SHOW

THIS COUPON IS GOOD FOR

Sunday, Feb 13 ONLY
th

till no later than 10:30AM, to attend the

STATE FAIRGROUNDS
Timonium, Maryland

In addition to standard meeting
agenda, don’t miss Troy Martin’s

SUSPENSION TUNING Seminar!

BMWBMW CLUB MEETING

As always, Bob will provide
FREE Coffee and Donuts.

at Bob’s Booth at 10:00 AM
Bob’s is subsidizing the admission cost for Club Members
Plenty of
FREE Parking

so this COUPON and only $5.00 gets you in!

You SAVE $10

Stay after the
meeting and enjoy the
rest of the show!

off regular admission!
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Photo courtesy of Norm Smith

(China Trip, continued from page 4)

skyline doing new construction. There are still plenty of old
alleys to explore and a chance to mingle with the locals when
the language allows. It is really a transformed city. There are
no trucks allowed into the downtown area during the day and
there are now five ring roads easing the traffic situation.
Imagine Washington, D.C. with five beltways instead of the
one miserable one we now have.
We stayed three days and enjoyed a trip out to the Great
Wall at Badaling and a trip through one of the massive Ming
tombs. Another day we visited the Summer Palace, the summer
residence for Empress Dowager Ci Xi. Remember her in The
Last Emperor movie. She rose from being the emperor’s
concubine and after his death she ruled China. It just proves
that if you excel at your job you can get promoted. We also
spent a half-day in the Forbidden City and Tiananmen Square
and were approached by the locals who love to practice their
English. Where ever we stopped on the bikes a crowd quickly
gathered and in a few places you could feel really hemmed in
by the curious. It is a joy though to try to exchange thoughts
when much of the time neither participant has a single word of
the others language.
A trip of 272
miles on fairly
good roads put us
in the seaside
town of Huludao
City. Situated on
the Yellow Sea,
part of the Pacific
Ocean, it draws
many Chinese,
Korean and
Russian tourists
for the beaches.
On to Shenyang and a good
hotel, the Gelin.
Our usual
evening meal was
with a huge
round table and a
Norm enjoying a nice day at the Great Wall.
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Photos courtesy of Norm Smith

The team enjoying the Forbidden City. Kneeling: G. T. Mork (KTM),
(L-R): Dennis Bishop (died in the accident of Rostof-on-Don,
Russia), Mike Paull (also in the Rostof accident), Helge Pedersen,
Bob Love, Dr. David Allen, Norm Smith, Pawel Chrobok, Hans
Muellers, Warren Bloomfield. Bud LaHitte is not pictured.

lazy susan that is constantly replenished with great food. One
of the favorite dinner pastimes is to try to determine what you
are eating. Our group seems especially adventurous and almost
everyone tries everything. Helge Pedersen, our tour leader, is
especially fond of fish and you had better get your portion
before the table turns to him. Mike Paull, our co-leader is a
cook and manages to identify most of the ingredients in the
dishes.
As usual, when we pull into a new location we are overwhelmed with the curiosity of the locals. Most of the time
neither party has the language skills to carry on a real conversation but with the help of maps and smiles and a lot of
pointing we have a great time. Once in a while a stop blossoms
into a happening. It was an unscheduled lunch in a village
where within five minutes we were mobbed. A young lady of
18 or so stepped forward and told us that we were the first
foreigners that had ever stopped in their village and that they
were very honored. She was currently going to a school
elsewhere where she had a British English instructor and she
was back home for a week holiday. With the digital cameras
we took pictures of many and they were fascinated with their
picture on the view screen.
On to Changchun, (5/11) and another motorcycle welcoming committee. We behaved ourselves and did not party late as
the next day was the ride into Harbin, (5/11) and a threatened
major reception from the local club. Two years ago they did the
same thing so Helge, Mike and the group were ready. One of
the club members owns a cafe with a Harley and a Honda on
display plus walls covered with photos of his exploits. He
carries license plate A000000 for the province so we know he
has major connections. They were all at the hotel the next
morning and a member who is a calligrapher painted Chinese
names of our choice on gas tanks or fenders. My “Tractor”
now has his name in gold on the big tank. We in turn signed
shirts and jackets until their equipment looked like a
Globeriders set of billboards. Neat club!!
The countryside is beginning to change with more greenery, larger flocks of ducks, goats, sheep and cows but still no
fences and still tended by a shepherd. The weather has been
cool but great for riding.
Regards, Norm
(China Trip, continued in March)

The Maestro, Helge Pedersen, atop the Great Wall of China.
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2004 BMWBMW Holida
yP
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ty
Holiday
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arty

INVIT
ATION TO BMWBMW TRA
CK D
AY
INVITA
TRACK
DA

Thanks to Linda Rookard and her able assistant for organizing
the 2004 Holiday Party! And thanks to Bob Higdon for
sharing his experiences and photos from his “Round the
World” tour! Hope to see even more members meeting and
greeting next December. Lastly, besides the doorprizes taken
from the club’s stock, many thanks go to Bob Henig of Bob’s
BMW and to Frank Cooper of AdventureMotoGear who also
contributed doorprizes for the members’ benefit.

by Tod Waterman, #1121

Photo by Lona Soule

I’m working to have another track day at Summit Point
again in 2005, put on for the club by the Mid-Atlantic Road
Race Club (MARRC). Although we don’t have a specific date
yet, please consider adding it to your “things to do” list. The
format for the day will feature alternating classroom instruction with 20-minute sessions on the track with instructors.
Please understand that this not for road racers. It is a high
performance riding school for those wishing to improve their
skills. The past two years have had a fairly low turnout and the
student to instructor ratio was as low as 2:1. This year MARRC
has suggested that if we don’t have some as yet to be decided
on minimum number of club members participating, they
would want to open the registration to other riders. This would
seem a fair arrangement as MARRC has to line up both
classroom instructor and control riders as well as come up with
the curriculum and needs a certain number of riders to make
the whole thing worth doing. So let’s not go there. Hopefully
we can have enough riders out of our 500+ membership to
have our instruction and track time all to ourselves. The track
is only one and half hours away, ride with fellow club members, a full day of curves with no traffic, going as fast as you
feel comfortable. What’s not to like?
As soon as we get a firm date, I’ll publish all the particulars including bike preparation and necessary gear. Expect the
cost to be between $200 and $300. If you’ve not done this kind
of thing before, that might sound high, but you will get all the
riding you can stand in a day and it will improve your skills.
Guaranteed! Shoot me an email if you have questions:
twaterman@mail.hst.nasa.gov

Photo by Tod Waterman

Photo by Lona Soule

Steve Mackison and mates start working on dinner.

Chris Zink’
s friend, Harr
y VanVleit, had Frank Cooper laughing.
Zink’s
Harry

Recently transplanted Jeff Dunkle was a winner too.
February 2005

Photo by Lona Soule

Riding instructor, Brian, goes over pointers to the
BMWBMW class of 2003. The track is the place to test
your skills. Come on out and show your enthusiasm!

Yes, Virginia, there is BMW
motorcycle service in
Charlottesville.
Classic Twins (1970 and later)
K bikes and Oilheads
Anton Largiadèr
Repairs and maintenance
(434) 295-0496 (h)
Tire installation
(434) 409-3767 (m)
Roadside rescue
anton@largiader.com
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Accident Scene Management Class - Registration Form
Saturday, March 5, 2004 • Hunter Motel, 8100 Loisdale Rd, Newington, VA
Course begins at 9 a.m., to run about 6 hrs; w/breaks, ends ~3:30 p.m.
❏ Yes, I/We Want To Attend The Safety Class!
Enclosed is $ __________ for ___ adults ($35/person)
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to
Pam Fisher
8 Maggies Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136
Ph: Home410-526-9130 Cell 410-916-3487
Please include SASE or your email address if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS MONDAY, 28 FEB 05!
Name _________________________________________________ Email:__________________________________________
Name _________________________________________________ Email:__________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________ City __________________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H) _________________________________________ (W) ____________________________________________
I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington for any liability resulting from
damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2005/Accident Scene Management Class. This waiver extends to my
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns.
Signature ____________________________________________ Date_____________________________________________
Signature ____________________________________________ Date_____________________________________________

Trans-Atlantic BikeShare
Contributed by Ron Maseda (former BMWBMW and now active DCR
club member) via Elsie Smith

Trans-Atlantic BikeShare is a member supported, member
driven organization
focused on motorcycle touring. The
key difference
between TransAtlantic BikeShare
and other touring
options is the cost.
With traditional
choices you can
spend thousands of
dollars to ship your
motorcycle or sign
up for a structured
tour with predetermined destinations
each day. For Tom
Burklow, those
options just didn’t
seem like much of a
choice.

12

In 1991, Tom responded to a letter in the BMW MOA’s
BMW Owners News. The letter was from Tony Wood of
Leicester, England. Tony and his wife, Shirley, had toured in
the states previously and wanted to return. However, the cost of
shipping their motorcycle a second time was a less then
enticing concept and renting a motorcycle in the U.S. is costly
and not easy. In Tony’s letter he proposed an arrangement
where he would borrow a motorcycle here in return for use of
his motorcycle in the UK. Tom had been looking at all of his
options for touring in the UK and this looked like an excellent
opportunity.
In 1992, Tom was on his way to Leicester, England to
borrow Tony’s motorcycle and to see Scotland. The next year
Tony and Shirley came to the states and borrowed his motorcycle. They rode to Memphis to enjoy some Memphis blues
and then headed east to enjoy the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Throughout both of their tours they often heard from other
motorcyclists they met about how they would like to find a
similar arrangement. The problem was locating other motorcyclists with the same interest. They were out there and needed a
central place to make a connection. Trans-Atlantic BikeShare
was born.
Cost to become a member is $50.00, and annual renewal is
$15.00 For more information or an application, visit their
website at http://www.bikeshareworld.com .
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AR
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T
SECRETAR
ARY’S
REPORT
BMWBMW Board of Directors Meeting, January 9, 2005
Board members present: B. Rutherford, M. Hassall, F. Parisi,
P. Ager, J. Bade, M. Enloe, P. Fisher, A. Largiadèr, E. Phelps,
and E. Smith.
Board members absent: B. Spittel, M. Dysart, and T. Verrill.
Guests included: Frank Cooper and Joe Grant.
Call to Order–Well after 10am, President Rutherford began
the meeting at the Hunter Motel in Newington, VA.
New Business–Billy thanked the Board of Directors for
serving in 2005. He admonished BOD and officers to have
people to substitute when necessary, and to coordinate new
activities with the board and try to plan budgets in advance.
Expenditures should be presented to the board for consideration before club funding for events is planned. Billy also
brought up the topic of plaques: we have a Hall of Fame plaque
and none for Member of the Year. There was discussion as to
whether and where these plaques should be kept and what the
bylaws might stipulate in this regard. The benefits of more
practical gifts were extolled. The possibility of hanging it at the
three major dealers was discussed with relatively little enthusiasm. They may be stored with the rally stuff (although if they
are not being displayed there is little point in a plaque). Linda
pointed out that this would be something to consider and then
make actual budgeting plans for. Related to this, Linda suggested a budget session for early February. Mike (former
Treasurer) stressed the need for budget planning now so that
long-term membership renewal money is not squandered. Billy
appealed for articles and reports to be sent to the BTS by the
10th of each month.
Secretary–I (Meredith Hassall) am the new secretary. As such,
I will keep minutes of the meetings and I will be working with
Elsie and Linda to understand the club’s record retention
requirements and better organize the club’s boxes of old
records. Linda Rookard may volunteer to archive some of this
stuff for us.
Treasurer–New treasurer Frank Parisi reports that the year-end
balance is $7,198.23, and that deposits were $500, and expenditures were $3,478 (see treasurer’s report, on pg 2).
Rally–Mike Enloe has a basis for a committee in 3 or 4
confirmed helpers in addition to several other offers for ad hoc
help. He is working on designing a logo. He has an idea, and
may need a graphics person to help put it on paper. He is
following the rally handbook planning schedule. The search for
alternative rally sites is difficult because of the expense at some
of these places ($40/person). He is checking into a few more
and plans to have a location set by the end of January to allow
for the advertisements to be sent out to the ON and OTL and
other publications. The current dates for the rally are June 3-5.
He has spoken to the caterer, who says she will go wherever
the rally is. The requirements for a rally site are: hotel rooms or
indoor sleeping options onsite or close by; the serving of beer
must be allowed; the site must accommodate about 400 people;
there should be enough viable camping; shower facilities for
both sexes must be more than adequate; and it should have
plenty of covered shelter (enclosed is a benefit). The geographic limits for the rally site: it should be no more than 3
hours from the general metro area, and be within the basic
north-south area bounded by Harrisonburg, VA, and
Hagerstown, MD. East of the metro area is questionable
February 2005

because of the limited good riding in the area. Names of
potential speakers and presenters are floating around. In the
event that we stay with West-Mar, Mike will investigate the
possibility of getting a shower trailer for women’s showers.
Membership–Elsie Smith wondered whether it was worth
trying to reconstruct old membership information (predating
electronic records), and the decision was made that there was
no real reason to do this.
Editor–Phil Ager is always looking for submissions, preferably by the 10th of each month.
Meetings and Events–Linda Rookard says that $240 in gift
cards were donated to the Fairfax Women’s Shelter using
donations from the holiday party. She is working on a tentative
meeting/event schedule for 2005, which includes the possibility of a Saturday meeting because of the scheduling requirements of a potential speaker. Only six BOD meetings are
required according to the bylaws; more will be planned as
needed. The March meeting will be at Morton’s, although
many will be in Daytona at this time. Linda would like to have
the dealer-sponsored meetings before June and thus before the
rally (except Battley’s). The event formerly known as the
Monterey Weekend is being renamed “Getaway Weekend,”
because it will no longer be held in Monterey. In other events,
Tod Waterman and Billy Rutherford have been talking about
another track day with MARCC.
Sales–Jim Bade has nothing new. He is researching getting
club name tags together, and may recommend increasing club
dues so that new members will get a nice name tag out of their
welcome package.
Government Affairs–Mark Dysart could not make it to the
meeting, but emailed that he has been in contact with Tom
McGrath about the toll language they will be introducing in VA
this legislative session. He’s waiting to get a copy so it can be
adapted for use in MD. Once we have that and the VA language
for the Justice for All program, he will write something for
publication on the web site or in BTS. Mark also contacted one
of CSX railroad’s DC lobbyists about the grade crossing
problem in WV that Mike told me about. He’s waiting for her
reply on that problem.
Rides–Ed Phelps is planning four organized poker runs, and is
also working on this year’s season-long ride. These will be
presented at the next meeting; the plan is to have this out
before people will be traveling to Daytona. He is also thinking
of planning another joint ride with the Concours Owners
Group. Ed is also planning to work with Jim Pellenbarg and
others to try to get the monthly breakfast rides going strong.
Phil suggested getting some write-ups in the BTS, and Mike
Enloe talked about using the message boards for this kind of
thing. Ed is also planning to have a club booth at the Timonium
bike show (February 11-13) and will appeal to the members to
work shifts. He did not yet have a specific plan for a theme for
the booth.
Safety–Pam Fisher states that she has found instructor for
crash management course, and it will take place on one of the
first two weekends in March at the Hunter Motel (January
meeting location). She recognizes that this may conflict with
Daytona, but will plan the event anyway and possibly do
another one in the future. She will provide additional details
within a week. It is an 6-hour course, and the cost is $35/
person (in part to cover travel/hotel expenses for instructors).
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The class needs 30 participants; it is open first to BMWBMW
members, and can then be filled by people from other clubs.
Tech–Anton Largiadèr had nothing new to report, but needs
mileage contest starting numbers for 2005. The 2004 numbers
will appear in the BTS.
The Board meeting was adjourned at 10:55 in time for the
general meeting.

General Member
ship Meeting
Membership
The meeting began with several new members introducing
themselves: Jeff Tank has a 1973 R60 and a 1978 R100/7; Paul
lives in Springfield, rides a 1986 K100RS, and is a returning
member after some years off; Chaz Fisher, aka Pam Fisher’s
husband, lives with Pam and rides a BMuki SV650; Jim Linder
rides a Kawasaki Z1000 and joined a BMW club in search of
people to ride with who were a bit more responsible than the
Kawasaki group (gee, do BMW riders have that image?);
David Hooper has an R1200CLC and is getting back into
riding after a long hiatus; Chris [last name?] has an RT, is a
recovering Harley rider, has been a member for about four
months but this was his first meeting.
Along with the new member introductions, there was
discussion of the activity on the message boards, which were
touted as a great place to meet new people and plan for spur of
the moment rides or riding/eating events or tech days, etc.
Jim Bade, who was not at the holiday party, was awarded
the Member of the Year award for 2004, complete with a clock
and pen. He accepted the award and made sure that everyone
had gotten a door prize ticket.
Board member announcements:
1. Mike Enloe, Rally Chair: looking for new location that

would not add too much expense, and appealed for committee
members.
2. Ed Phelps, Rides Chair: planning the season-long ride, to be
announced at the February meeting. He is taking care of the
Timonium bike show (February 11-13). He asked for members
to sign up for 2-hour time slots at the club booth.
3. Linda Rookard, Meetings and Events: 90 people were at the
holiday party, and the club donated $240 in gift cards to the
Fairfax women’s shelter. February’s meeting will be at the
Timonium Bike Show. Bob Henig is hosting the meeting at the
show and has made special arrangements with show sponsors.
The $15 admission will be cut to $5 (Bob is paying the rest).
Parking is free, but there may be traffic congestion. The
meeting is earlier than usual–at 10am, and Bob will have a
room set up. More details will be provided in the newsletter
and on the website. The March meeting is at Morton’s.
4. Pam Fisher, Safety Chair: She is planning a course in
Accident Scene Management for club members. It is an 6-hour
course (most likely 9:00-4:00), at the Hunter Motel (location of
January club meeting). It will be on the first weekend in March
(yes, there is a conflict with Daytona). There is a minimum of
30 for adequate class size, and enrollment will be open to club
members first and then people from other clubs can make up
rest. The cost will be $35. See: www.accidentscene.org; also
under General Chat on the message board.
Irv Warden won the Bravest Member award for letting Billy
Rutherford pilot his sidecar.
Joe Grant spoke about his Alps Tours, and encouraged all
members to make the effort to try a motorcycle tour in Europe!
Jim Bade awarded door prizes, which included a club t-shirt, a
light flare (used to warn traffic of a vehicle on the side of the
road – available thru club sales), a package of Guggenheim
Museum pictures from the Art of the Motorcycle exhibit, and a
$250 gift certificate for Beach’s motorcycle tours (see
www.bmca.com/ ).
Mike Bellino, an 8-year club member, announced a new
motorcycle magazine, a mid-Atlantic motorcycle thing,
focused on European brands and motorcycling opportunities in
the Mid-Atlantic. See www.otrmotorcycle.com ; a commercial
venture, advertiser-supported. Please go and have a look.
Anton appealed for clutch spline failure victims and announced
that he would conduct a brief tech session on tightening lug
bolts and others to the proper torque specifications.
Linda Rookard made special recognition of 30-year member
Neill Darmstadter and 20-year member Joe Grant, whereupon
we all realized that Linda, too, had been with the club for 20
years, so we recognized her too.
Membership chair Elsie Smith urged members to check their
information in the club directory (at the meeting) and let her
know of any updates. Also, she is planning to take a motorcycle tour (MotoDiscovery, formerly known as Pancho Villa)
in February 2006, which will include Cancun, Belize, and
Guatemala in a 12-day trip. She would like to talk to anyone
else who may be interested in joining that trip (this is not a
club event). The tour organizer is willing to work with
BMWBMW to customize the itinerary if there is enough
interest.
The meeting adjourned around 12:30.

14

Between the Spokes © 2005 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

February 2005

SALES REPOR
T - Ann
ual Summar
y
REPORT
Annual
Summary
Jim Bade reports the following inventory as of January 2005.
#
PS-1
PS-2
T-1
GM-1
T-2

GM-2
GM-3
T-4

T-5

Item
Price
BMWBMW Patches
$3.50
BMWBMW Stickers
$2.00
BMWBMW Ball Caps $12.00
BMWBMW Pins
$2.00
BMWBMW Mock Turtlenecks; $18.00
Medium
Large
X-Large
PDK Light Flares
$10.00
Banner
$25.00
2003 Rally T-shirts
Large
$8.00
X-Large
$8.00
2004 Rally T-shirts
Black Short Sleve
Large
$16.00
X-Large
$16.00
2X-Large
$16.00
3X-Large
$18.00
5X-Large
$18.00
2001 Rally Pins
2003 Rally Pins
2004 Rally Pins
BMWBMW Name Tags
Old BMWBMW Stickers

February 2005

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

# on-hand
39
212
16
828
11
12
13
41
1
31
28

30
43
8
9
2
67
63
95
180
34

Call ffor
or Help at the Timonium Sho
w
Show
Volunteers are needed to staff our booth at the bike
show. BMWBMW will again be participating in the MidAtlantic show that will take place at the Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium. The dates are February 11, 12 & 13th.
As in the past, we will have an interesting BMW motorcycle
as part of our display. Last year, we had Iron Butt Rally winner
Paul Taylor’s R1150GS on display. The year before that, we had
Don Arthur’s BMWMOA high mileage winning K1200LT. Our
booth is always in contrast to all the other bikes at the show. Our
display bike is not chrome and glitter, it is one for serious riding.
And that is what gets the show traffic to stop and take a look and
start talking about motorcycles and our club.
We need two workers to staff the booth at all times while the
show is open. We are right next to Bob’s BMW so there is plenty
of great scenery around us. There are 2-hour shifts through the
three days of the show. If you can help in the booth for a 2-hour
shift, we can use you! You get free admission into the show, and
after your shift you can check out the rest of the show for free.
It’s a lot of fun, you get to talk about BMWs and the club. It’s
easy and fun. Please call Ed Phelps to check on available time

slots at (410) 781-7521 or email Ed at rides@bmwbmw.org
.
#
Item
Price
# on-hand
Café Express Misc Items
CE-1 Lg SS T-Shirt Gray
$16.00
1
CE-2 Lg SS T-Shirt White
$15.00
1
CE-3 Lg B&W Jersey
$19.00
1
CE-4 Lg Polo
$20.00
1
CE-5 Mailing Cards
$12.00
1
T=textile
PS=Patches/Stickers
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MEMBERS’ MARKET

MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
04 R1150GS Adventure, Silver, Mint
Condition, 2,250 mi, never off road and
impeccably taken care of. Aluminum
BMW GS cases convey w/bike (great
looking and functional). Asking
$13,800 OBO. a.s.altman@att.net ,
Alexandria, VA (12/04)
04 R1100S, Mandarin/Grey Boxer
Prep. 700 miles, brand new, Corbin seat
and cylinder guards. US $10,700. W:
202-623-1839, H: 301-963-2911, or
GEORGEA@iadb.org . (11/04)
01 R1200C, mint condition, 14K miles,
new tires, saddlebags, windshield,
running lights, rear passenger back rest,
etc. Asking $8,900 OBO. Bike is in
Pomona, NY. Contact Abe Pearlman,
PO Box 444, Pomona, NY 10970, 845362-7348. (08/04) [Formerly owned and
enjoyed by the late Michael Pearlman]
99 R1200C, 13,350 mi, excellent
condition, ivory w/blue seat, windshield, air horn, hyperlite brake lights,
Bob’s wrist rest. Always garaged.
$7,500 OBO. Must sell because I can
no longer ride. Chip 703 237 9191 or
chipcliff@cox.net (12/04)
98 R1100RT, 21K miles. Sinus Blue
excellent condition-garage kept. Heated
grips, cyl guards, BMW top case, Aero
flow windshield, Air Rider gel seat insert.
$10,250. Jim Kent, 703-644-2465 or
vze8msw7@verizon.net (10/04)
94 K75RT, Silk Blue, 37K, one owner,
never down, garage kept, ABS, electric
windshield, BMW Comfort Seat,
excellent rubber, all service recs, Show

room condition, (no dings), European
light switch assy, Many extras to go w/
sale. Asking $5,195 or B/O, Franc
Boulanger 804-741-9323 or
FBoula6454@aol.com (09/04)
86 R80RT, 44k miles, Corbin seat w/
backrest, Koni shock, Luftmeister fork
spring kit; K&N; new ME33 & ME55;
new steering head bearings; tall
National screen + stock; stock seat;
reliable; runs great; handles great with
suspension upgrades; garaged in Greene
County N/of Charlottesville VA; $2750;
call Jay @ 434-985-6398 (10/04)
84 R80GS PD, Low miles, blue, w/
special Dakar large tank. $4,000.
Dennis Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
83 R80ST, Low miles, gray, bags,
shields, heated grips; very clean.
$3,800. Dennis Perzynski 410-8754273 (11/04)
78 R100S, Motosport, a rare ‘S’ model
w/extra complete ‘RS’ fairing kit, bags,
orig-owner, low miles. $4,400. Dennis
Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
75 R75/6, Boxer to restore or perhaps
just ride away. Recent, excellent, 750 cc
top end, rest of drivetrain original R90/
6. Excellent, near-new battery, very
good rubber, brakes, starting, charging.
Lousy paint, scratched/dinged, horn and
lights need work. Extra bars, tank,
$1,200 OBO (lower price). Must sell.
David Shapiro 301-699-8833 or
safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/04)

$4,500 OBO; 410-775-2231 or
Eabbott410@aol.com (08/04)

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS
Joe Rocket ballistic pants and jacket
XL, in next to new shape. Make
reasonable offer. First Gear mesh jacket
XL-make offer. Leather chaps-cheap.
Call Jon 301-951-6191 or
jtorley_gang@hotmail.com (08/04)
Women’s mandarin/gray/black BMW
Savannah pants, size 6R/EU36, like
new-worn once, $125. Please call
703-644-2465. (10/04)
For a 02-K1200 RS: rear wheel $350;
standard windshield $ 45; Parabellum
windshield, tall $ 80. Jaime Henriquez
301-587-1833, MPCPAngeC@aol.com
(08/04)

2005 Dakar Results
On January 16, 2005, Frenchman Cyril
Despres (KTM) won the Telefonica
Barcelona-Dakar Rally in the bike
category. Top four finishers were KTM,
with Yamaha #5. KTM dominated the
standings with highest Honda in 35th,
with the highest BMW in 78th place
(Simon Pavey, GB, F650GS).
http://www.dakar.com/2005/us/

77 Honda Goldwing/EML sport
sidecar, 31,000 mi. Very good condition

Photo by Phil

The new BMW
K1200S was
finally on
display to us
Yanks at the
2005 Cycle
World Motorcycle Show in
D.C. Im sure
the lines for
test rides at the
Spring open
houses will fill
up as fast as
this bike is
gorgeous!
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Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors may contact the
editor for rates. We request that
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of
the month preceding the month of
publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day of
the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).

Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735
February 2005

BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 410256-0970.

Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.

February 2005

CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA
Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’
s Quality Cyc
le
Lap’s
Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Mor
ton’
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S. 1,
go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse
Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’
s Cyc
le
Speed’s
Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to Route
100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are located
on the left just before Levering Avenue.

BMWBMW Ride-T
o-Eat’
s
Ride-To-Eat’
o-Eat’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members
who meet for dinner. These gatherings
are regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are
always planned and announced on the
club’s web message board. Typically,
the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday
and the Maryland RTE is the third
Thursday. The restaurant is always
different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride
to eats are always popping up.
Interested? Check out the message
boards Events section and look for
“Ride-To-Eat” or “RTE”.

Interested in
Riding in Me
xico/
Mexico/
Central America?
Check out the message boards
at www.bmwbmw.org under
Organize a Ride>Anyone
interested in Central America
T a club event.
NOT
2006? This is NO
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THE BMW ENTHUSIAST’S SUPERSTORE SINCE 1981
18

NEW!

Tank Bags
by Oxford SPORTS

“Humpback”
•Expands to 26 liters
•Big enough to hold a
full face helmet!
•Available for steel or
plastic tanks.

“Sport
Compact”
•Expands to 25 liters
•Available for steel or plastic tanks.

“Sport Expander”
•Expands to 40 liters!
•Magnetic (steel tanks only)
Choose: Silver, Red, Blue or BLACK!
All models are made of tough 1500 Denier polyester, designed for
sports style & improved aerodynamics, include rain cover, convert
to a backpack, and come with a LIFETIME GUARANTEE against all
manufacturer defects. Many other features too. Call for details!

Affordably priced! … $104.95 to $154.95

Winter’s
Here...
Ride it!
with

GERBING’S
Heated
Clothing

HUNGTOERY

INVE

For a limited time, get

0.9% AND 5 FREE Payments
APR

OR…CASH Allowances up to $2000
on certain 2004 models!
The incentives just don’t get better.
Call or visit Bob’s NOW!

CLICK :
or CALL :

bobsbmw.com

1.888.269.2627

10720 GUILFORD RD • COLUMBIA/JESSUP, MD 20794

Bob’s has all the
latest head-to-toe
cold weather
solutions from:

BMW
REVIT!
OLYMPIA
FIRSTGEAR
VANSON
and many others!

See it all now
in Bob’s newly re-designed

Apparel Showroom!
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CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
Feb 11-13 2005
http://www.motorcycleevents.com/cgi-bin/mea/calendar.pl?id=6652
2005 Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show, at the MD State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd, Timonium, MD.
PLEASE NOTE : This will be the site of the BMWBMW General Membership Meeting for February!
Use the Discount Admission coupon on page 8. <> There is NO meeting at Bob’s BMW in Jessup this year!
The show opens at 1000 am and the GMM will begin just after 1000 am. Please arrive early or on-time! Bob said to
present your discount coupon, with your $5 admission fee (67% off!), at the window specifically marked BMWBMW.

Mar 4-13 2005
Daytona Bike Week. Try the Holiday Travel Park, 2261 S. Old Dixie Hwy, Bunnell FL; I-95 & Old Dixie Hwy, exit 278; 386-672-8122.

Mar 5 2005
BMWBMW hosts an Accident Scene Management Class, at the Hunter Motel in Newington, VA (site of last membership meeting).
Please reference the sign-up form on page 12! When you complete this course you will know how to safely secure the crash scene
and provide bystander medical care to injured riders until the emergency responders arrive. eMail questions to: safety@bmwbmw.org

Mar 13 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership Meeting at 11:00 at Morton’s BMW, Fredericksburg, VA.

Apr 10 2005
BMWBMW monthly General Membership Meeting at 11:00 at Speed’s Cycle, Elkridge, MD.

Apr 22-24 2005

http://members.aol.com/vechbmw/veteran.html

1st BMW Veteran Motorcycle Club Rally; 3400 Earles Fork Rd, Sturgis MS 39769, 662-465-6444

Apr 29 - 1 Ma
y 2005
May

http://www.bmwmoga.org

15th Georgia Mountain Rally at the Bald Mountain Campground
(www.baldmountainpark.com) just outside Hiawassee, GA with shady campsites, hot
showers & friendly folks. Deal’s Gap (US 129) and other wonderful roads in all directions!
Pre-registration $30 per person (postmark by 4/8/05) or $40 a person at the gate

Ma
y 13-15 2005
May

http://www.ironbutt.com/natmeet/default.cfm

Code-named "Omaha 2005," this inaugural IBA National Meet is meant to facilitate the
cohesion of the Long Distance Riding community (i.e. Bob McCarthy’s kind of ride, pg 7).

Ma
y 14-15, 2005
May

http://www.flyingwairport.com/

Annual Northeast Presidents Breakfast (NEPB), Flying-W Airport Resort in Medford, NJ
Please send your RSVP to: mailto:hgantz@magpage.com

Ma
y 22, 2005
May

http://www.classicmotorcycleday.org

4th Annual British & European Classic Motorcycle Day at Buttler’s Orchard,
Germantown, MD. This year’s featured marque is Ducati.

Ma
y 27-29, 2005
May

http://www.masondixon20-20.org

HOURS
M-F 8–6
SA
T 8–1
SAT

Mason-Dixon 20-20 Endurance Rally, York, PA

Jun 3-5 2005
BMWBMW 31st Annual Square Route Rally. Note it on your calendar.
Jul 21-24 2005
http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally05/index.htm
2005 MOA International Rally, Allen County Fairgrounds, Lima, Ohio.

Oct 6-9 2005

http://www.bmwra.org/

33rd BMW RA International Rally, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can
be either official BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have
been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check appropriate box
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address

❑ I decline a paper newsletter; I can read Between the Spokes on the club’s website!
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

Age group:
G 16-25 G46-55
G 26-35 G56+
G 36-45

Referred to BMWBMW by:

MEMBERSHIP DUES

G
G
G
G
G

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, PO Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077

10/1/2004

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

FIRST CLASS

