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Impressions of the R1200GS
Harvey Lee #1506

Jim Bade, #2392

I’ve learned a few things in my life, and I’ve filed them in
my brain under column A. The things that are still a mystery to
me are in column B. Column A is a fairly short list but column
B isn’t and it keeps getting longer and longer. Now there’s yet
another item to add to column B and it goes like this. Why
would BMW choose the 1200GS as the platform to introduce
its new super smooth Boxer engine? Why not pick a model
with broader appeal like the popular RT or the1200C?
As the sales brochure suggests to me, the R1200GS is for
the macho, adventure-seeking male who wants a motorcycle
that’s highway capable yet rugged enough to take him to
remote and exotic regions of the planet, paved or otherwise,
and the ads spare no pixels to pictorially make this point.
Given the GS’s lineage (and a seat height that’s taller than
some barstools I’ve fallen off of), targeting macho males isn’t a
bad idea. However, what about males who are less machismo
and adventuresome, or male and female riders who may simply
be put off by a 33.1 inch seat height? Shouldn’t they too have
the chance to experience the power and smoothness of the new
Boxer engine? This certainly is food for thought.
The R1200GS is the newest iteration of the 1150GS that
was introduced in 2000. It’s touted as being “all new” and
features BMW’s redesigned flat twin motor with a rotating
counter balancer designed to remove any lingering vibration
associated with the previous 1100 and 1150 oilheads.
So how well does the new engine work and how does the
R1200GS perform? Thanks to Paul Mihalka of Battley Cycles,
I had the chance to take brief test drive of the R1200GS the
other day, and here are my personal impressions.

I reached Shamrock, TX and my hotel, the Econo Lodge,
just at dusk. It was not a moment too soon. I was dog tired and
wondering if this was going to be possible. Not that I had much
choice now. I only made 516 miles today.
I ate at a little family place that disproved the idea that all
family restaurants are good places to eat. I had chicken fried
steak and a salad for $6.95. It was probably the worst I had
ever had. I did enjoy the conversation of one of the local men
who was with his family. They looked at me with my riding
gear and just shook their heads. But the old man decided he
wanted to talk, so I had an impromptu dinner guest. He used to
ride Harley Davidsons and had even been to Sturgis in his early
days. Nice guy, if not completely there.
30Mar04, Shamrock, TX to Brinkley, AR
Up and rolling late again, damn time difference. I got
started at about 8:30 and immediately headed out. I crossed the
border into Oklahoma within half an hour and found out that
Oklahoma was not what I remembered from the past. It was
greener and hillier than I remembered. The sun was bright and
in my eyes, but the road was clean and quick.
I stopped for breakfast at another Cherokee Gift Shop in
Clinton, OK. I had a great breakfast and some interesting
conversation with a pair of Navajo men who were Harley
riders. They had been riding for years, and went to Sturgis
every year, and had been to Daytona a time or two.
The ride went through some beautiful farmland, with
associated swarms of bugs, and very little traffic.
Oklahoma City was not very impressive; it had only one
good feature. The highway was very curvy through town and
was great fun at 70 mph. I enjoyed the chance to lean the bike
into some fast sweepers and wish that this trip allowed me to
take more interesting roads instead of all four-lane blacktop.
Time was of the essence now.
Passing into Arkansas I noticed a sign that said there was
“No tolerance for speeding.” Just past the sign I saw two cops

Performance
The R1200GS trumps its R1150GS predecessor in the
categories that performance-minded enthusiasts appreciate. It
(Impressions, continued on page 4)

(Jim Bade, continued on page 7)
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Between the Spokes
Editor:
Mailing:

Phil Ager
Dave & Angie Talaber

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Ad
dress Chang
e
Address
Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Club Affiliations
Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

www.bmwbmw.org

2

As of 9/11/2004, our account balance is $8,874.29. From 8/12-9/11, the club had
income of $1,247.50 from membership dues and expenses of $2,116.36 for BTS
printing and postage, membership cards and meeting expenses.

BALANCE 8/11/04

$ 9,743.15

8/20/04 2149 Membership Cards Only
$ (337.50)
8/31/04 DEP Membership
$1,247.50
8/31/04 2150 Ken’s Speedprint - Aug 04 BTS
$ (486.45)
8/31/04 2151 Ken’s Speedprint - Sep 04 BTS
$ (461.66)
8/31/04 2152 David Talaber BTS Postage
$ (730.75)
8/31/04 2153 Michael Enloe - Reimbursement for Cozy Restaurant $ (100.00)

TOTAL OUTFLOWS
TOTAL INFLOWS
NET TOTAL 8/12/04 - 9/11/04
BALANCE 9/11/04
$ 8,874.29

$(2,116.36)
$ 1,247.50
$ (868.86)
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THE 2004 BO
ARD OF DIRECT
ORS
BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: Bert Spittel
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-465-7246
Secretary: John Nickum
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-469-9503
Treasurer: Mike Enloe
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
W: 703-265-5087
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Membership: Elsie Smith
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600 / W: 301-265-9111
Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
Rally: Marvin Bennett
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-486-1515 / Cell: 703-869-8657
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Don Graling
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-818-5242

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Sales: Tom Turnbull
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-987-8842

Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167

Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 610-506-3616
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President’
s Corner
President’s
Boar
d of Director
s Election Time is Here
Board
Directors
This month is an important issue because we are asking for
your vote for the board of directors. The board identifies
people who will serve on the board, and in most cases, we
work overtime to get all of the positions filled with one
candidate. Each year we have some turnover and if you are
interested in filling a board position please let me know. I
would also appreciate it if you would take the time to vote on
the slate of officers proposed on the ballot. Each board position
needs people to serve on the committee and be a contributor to
the administration of the club. We are very fortunate to have
some of our members who have been in the club a long time
serving in key board positions. We would like to see new,
younger members serving on the board and committees. It’s a
great way to become more involved and meet people.

Rides
Ed Phelps is doing a great job of providing a variety of
rides. I recently did the breakfast portion of the breakfast ride
with the Kawasaki Concours Club. We had about a dozen from
the club who met in Frederick. After breakfast, the group did a
150 mile ride to the lunch location through the beautiful
Pennsylvania countryside. Ed will be coordinating the Sunday
breakfast rides to use them as new member rides and orientation. If you are new to group riding, please refer to the hand
signals in your membership directory. A key point is that
people involved in leading the group ride must obey all traffic
laws. We cannot attempt to hold up traffic, block intersections
or speed to catch up. The group leader must control the group
pace and safety. Check the rides section of the website to see
all of the rides Ed has scheduled.

3) Stop the bleeding when necessary and finally 4) Call for
help. Once people learned how to provide the help, they were
more likely to stop. In almost every state, the Good Samaritan
Law protects us from legal action when we do our best to
provide care and a problem occurs. We should all learn first aid
and continue to learn more about the care that we can provide
to accident victims.
I am thinking about having either an emergency room
physician or paramedic come to one of our monthly meetings
to discuss first aid procedures at an after-meeting session.
Equally important is to have a first aid kit. I carry one in my
truck, on the motorcycles and in my trailer. During track day
this year, one of the professional racers had something in his
eyes. I carry a saline solution for just such purposes and
washed out his eyes, relieved his discomfort and allowed him
to continue riding. My trailer kit is the most complete since it
is usually where the crowd is. You can get a lot of basic first
aid information online and courses are provided by the Red
Cross and National Safety Council. I would encourage you to
learn first aid and carry a first aid kit.
Sorry I missed the RA Rally. The weather forecast was for
heavy rain and that’s no fun. We got rained out on Sunday at
the Parksley, VA rally and almost rained out at the Maggie
Valley, NC rally. NC had severe flooding around Asheville but
we got to the rally and had a good Saturday and Sunday.
Ride Safely. Billy

Speaker
s at Monthl
y Meetings
Speakers
Monthly
Linda Rookard has been successful in having a speaker at
most of our monthly meetings. This is a real plus and I look
forward to hearing their presentations. Contact Linda if you
have a topic you would like to present or know of someone
who would make an interesting speaker.

Pr
oviding Help
Pro
My company has developed a lot of training materials for
the Department of Transportation. We are just finalizing a
series of lessons, “Emergency Response for Federal Employees”. This series covers what employees should do when faced
with emergency situations ranging from all types of natural
disasters to terrorist attacks. This is a revision to a series we did
before the 9/11 attacks. We used some of the lessons learned
from these terrorist attacks to revise the lessons. One area of
great importance is for each of us to be capable of helping
those who are injured in an emergency situation. The professional emergency responders are often overwhelmed and we
need to know what to do to provide life saving first aid to those
who need it. I have been surprised at the number of people who
have little or no knowledge of first aid. This is the main reason
that people are reluctant to stop when they see an accident or
crash – they don’t know what to do. We did another program
for “Bystander Care.” The purpose of this program was to get
people to 1) Stop when they saw a crash or person needing
help. 2) Start the person breathing if they are not breathing
October 2004

RIDES REPOR
T
REPORT
Come out and ride the last poker run for 2004. The date
is October 24th and will start at the Virginia Sunday breakfast location. Come to the Town & Country Restaurant near
Warrenton, Virginia, 9am for breakfast and 10am to ride. I
will have a route sheet for you to follow for a ride of about
80 miles. At the finish you will draw cards to see who wins.
It should have pretty fall colors for this ride around the
Virginia countryside.
The County Courthouse Ride will end on November
14th, as will the Trans-America Great States Ride. You can
bring your photographic evidence to the November club
meeting at Battley Cycles and turn it in to me there. You can
also mail it to me with a postmark of Nov. 12th (so that it’s
received NLT Nov. 15th). More details to follow in the
November BTS.
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(Impressions, continued from page 1)

has 100 hp versus the 1150’s 85 hp; 85 pound-feet of torque
versus 71 in the 1150; and according to Steve Anderson of
Morton’s the bike is 66 pounds lighter than the 1150. While
BMW does not publish performance data, it is safe to assume
that the 1200GS will walk over the 1150GS in a 0-to-60 sprint
to the next freeway comfort station.

Engine
This new flat twin is smooth, so smooth in fact that its
calm quiet demeanor at idle belies its true awesome nature
when provoked by a twist of the throttle. The engine pulls like
a freight train…a very fast freight train, but does it without the
rumble, noise, and vibration that you might expect from a large
two-piston engine generating such impressive pulling power.
And unlike my R1100R that has a few vibration points in the
rev band, this new flat twin seems to be smooth all the time.

Transmission
This transmission is the smoothest shifting gearbox I have
experienced on a BMW motorcycle. Absent are the gear-shift
clunks and grinds that characterize the older BMWs I’ve
ridden. The six gears in the tranny are well spaced, from a first
gear that doesn’t feel too low to a top gear that’s a true overdrive. I calculate that at 70 mph in sixth gear the motor would
be turning about 3800 rpm. And yet the sixth gear is not so tall
that you have to down shift to pass or get ahead of slower
traffic.

Styling
If you like the look of the F650GS then you’ll be comfortable with the look of the new R1200GS. Much of the 1200GS,
except the gas tank, is painted silver, gray, flat or semi-gloss
black. As far as I could see, only the muffler shield and accents
around the BMW emblems are chrome. I suppose the BMW
reasoned that chrome doesn’t make the motorcycle go faster or
perform better.

Ergonomics
Saddle: In terms of comfort, the R1200GS saddle is a vast
improvement over other BMW saddles I’ve tried. You won’t be
running out right away to find a custom replacement for this
stock saddle like some of us have thought to do with earlier
BMW models.
Saddle height: The 33.1-inch seat height presses the limits
of my comfort level, but it’s manageable. At 5 feet, 9 inches, I
could get the balls of both feet on the ground. For those who
would prefer better footing, BMW offers a lower replacement
saddle.
Controls: Much better positioned than on my R1100R,
especially the turn signals.
Riding position: Handlebars are set back toward the driver
to allow a more upright riding posture; foot pegs comfortably
positioned under the rider…between sport bike and cruiser;
motocross-type handlebars…a bit wider than I think necessary
given the GS’s light steering.
Instrumentation: Speedo, tach, two digital trip meters,
and gear selection indicator are incorporated into one central
instrument pod reminiscent of the old K100 bikes.

know it. The BMW muffler does an excellent job of hiding that
fact. Then again, when you’re biking across Africa, you
wouldn’t want to disturb the lions. Also, a little more chrome
and polished alloy and a little less silver and flat black paint
wouldn’t hurt either given the price point of this motorcycle.
Overall, the R1200GS is very nice motorcycle…ideal if
you’re one of those who doesn’t know whether you want to be
a high-speed touring biker or an off-road adventurer. The
1200’s dual-purpose capabilities can satisfy that indecisiveness.
You can be either one or both, depending how your mood
medication is working that day. I cannot attest to the 1200GS’s
off-road manner (I don’t like dirt and gravel and didn’t take my
borrowed bikes there), but on the freeway and around town the
R1200GS was quite a satisfying ride. It’s quiet, smooth, very
powerful, agile, fun, and it just feels safe thanks to the ABS
and state-of-the-art suspension that gives you the competitive
and psychological edge to better survive the congested roads
and highways that typify this region.
So what about my original question? Why the R1200GS
for the new flat twin engine? I think we can now move this one
from column B to column A.
According to Steve Anderson, the GS is BMW’s top seller
in Europe and the GS was the first with the oilhead twin in
1995. So it makes sense to put your best engine in your most
popular product and to stay with GS tradition. But I think
there’s more. The GS can be many things to many people, not
just for guys seeking high adventure in exotic places. It can
certainly be a touring bike if you want to tour. I personally
would improve the wind protection since I don’t like to ride
with a helmet face shield. It’s nimble and agile for mundane
city driving. And it can do off road duty if you want to go to
places that aren’t paved. And the seat height doesn’t have to be
a deal breaker it you’re vertically challenged. You can opt for
the lower saddle if you’re around my height and planting both
feet flat on the ground is important to you. So it can be for
shorter guys and for women who actually prefer to steer the
bike rather than sit as a passenger.
I’m not a tout for BMW…I didn’t even receive a door
prize at Morton’s grand opening but, if the mood strikes you,
as it did me thanks to my medication, Paul and Steve have
demo bikes, as I’m sure Bob’s does too. Take a test ride. I’d be
interested in your personal impressions.
Be safe!

Handling
To me the R1200GS displays agile handling and light
steering characteristic of the F650, except (if you can imagine
this) it has twice the horsepower of the F650.

Complaints
When you’re sitting on 100 horsepower, people should
4
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Candidate Position Statements

Billy E. Rutherford: President

Elsie Smith: Membership Chair

I am seeking reelection as the President of the BMWBMW to
continue to identify and implement goals that will increase the
value of membership in the club.

I would like to build on the work that George Falcon began for
the membership of this club. Thanks to George’s finding out
about sending renewal reminder postcards using a USPS
partner, I will remind everyone by mail 6 weeks out before
their membership expires. In addition, everyone will get two
reminders on their mailing labels on the BTS. Building on
research by Tom Turnbull, we will have new envelopes and
laminated membership cards preprinted with the club logo.
That’ll enable a weekly processing of new and renewal
memberships. I am committed to welcoming new members at
meetings and using volunteers to generate brief interviews of
new members to highlight in BTS. Our members are our most
valuable asset and I take seriously handling their membership
processing, so please show your support by voting for me. :-)

During 2004, we have made progress on some of the goals and
continue to work to achieve full implementation. Here is the
status:
1) Select locations for monthly meetings that will be support
increased attendance and include short, interesting presentations.
Status: Linda Rookard has done a great job of scheduling
speakers for our monthly meetings. This program will continue
in 2005.
2) Establish a Ride Leader/Road Captain Training Program
using the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Group Riding Program to better qualify members to lead rides or be the tail
gunner at the end of the group.
Status: This program has not been implemented in 2004 but
remains a goal for 2005.
3) Improve and increase support for with local BMW Motorcycle Dealers particularly at their Dealer Open House Day.
Status: We were represented at the 3 local dealer open houses.
4) Establish a new member welcome and orientation program
that includes a special ride to acquaint them with the group
riding procedures and provide them with an early opportunity
to meet other members.
Status: This program is still scheduled for implementation in
2004 and will continue in 2005.
5) Evaluate the club’s interest in participating in one or more
charities.
Status: The board reviewed our position on participating in
charities and reaffirmed a long standing position of not
conducting club events to benefit any charity, but to encourage
members to support charities of their choice. This goal will not
be included in the 2005 goals.
6) Provide an option to receive the monthly newsletter,
Between the Spokes (BTS), in an electronic format only. BTS
has recently been added to the BMWBMW website.
Status: The number of members electing not to receive a paper
copy of the BTS in the mail is continuing to increase. The
money we save in reduced printing costs and mailing can be
used to support other club activities.
I have added some new goals for 2005.
7) Identify a new location for the 2005 Square Route Rally or
work with the American Legion to improve the facilities at
Camp WestMar.
8) Increase participation in the Sunday Breakfast Rides and
use these rides to welcome new members.
9) Evaluate the interest in off road riding events.
I will continue to work with the Board and membership to
implement existing goals and identify new goals. I look
forward to the coming year.
Billy Rutherford
October 2004

Mike Enloe, Square Route Rally Chair
For 2005, I am running for the position of Rally Chairman.
I have served the club for the past two years as Treasurer and
was Sales Chair prior to that. As treasurer, I worked very
closely with the two previous rally chairs to plan, organize and
run the Square Route Rally. I have seen some things that went
really well, and some things that we can do better. I will take
these experiences and use them to make the 2005 Square Route
Rally a success.
One of my goals for 2005 Rally is to find a new location.
Camp WestMar has been a good location and still has many
positives. However, there is a growing list of negatives that
cannot be ignored. I already have developed several leads for a
new rally site that will be investigated over the next few
months. Many people have told me that they “have already
looked for another spot and there just isn’t anything else.” I am
willing to put in the time to do the investigation anyway since
things are always changing.
If no better location is found, then I will take a more active
role in working with Camp WestMar management to eliminate
or reduce the issues that we are having and will continue the
search next year. In addition to serving as rally chair if elected,
I will use my position on the board of directors to continue to
revitalize the club and get more member participation. The
message boards have sparked new life, spawned many impromptu events and brought in several new members. I will
continue to work that area to get new members involved
earlier, to help all members connect with each other, and to
help members create more value for themselves and the club.

Philip Ager, Newsletter Chair
I’m offering my services again as Between the Spokes
Editor to my favorite BMW club because it needs my support
and this is the best way for me to help maintain its longevity.
Please pull the lever marked Phil Ager (Independent) for BTS
Editor in 2005, and then send in your ballot. And while you’re
at it, please support our Armed Forces in the GWOT by voting
in the upcoming General Elections!
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(Position Statements, continued from page 5)

would like to continue in this position for 2005.
I believe that club meetings should be held in a variety of
places for two reasons: first, so that, during spring, summer,
and fall, club members can ride to an interesting place –
interesting in the sense that they have either a great ride getting
there, or it’s a good starting point for a great ride. Second,
having club meetings at our local dealers and other motorcycle-related businesses is a great way to support these
businesses.
I advocate variety, and I also advocate having a speakers
program to enhance our club meetings. I also believe that our
events program needs to be re-evaluated, and perhaps some
changes need to be made to make it more interesting to our
current membership. I encourage all club members to give me
their ideas for events, meeting locations, and potential speakers
or topics. Also, any feedback on the 2004 meetings and/or
events would be appreciated.
During 2005, I would also like to get more of you involved
in Meetings and Events so this is truly a committee.

Ed Phelps, Rides Chair
I am finishing up my first year as the Rides Chairman and
since I am having such a good time, I would like to do it again
for 2005. Being Rides Chairman this year has increased my
riding and I know it has gotten some of you out riding more.
For 2005 I hope to entice more of you to join in on our rides
and contests with some new ideas I am kicking around. So take
a few minutes and fill out the ballot for all your choices in this
election, and make sure you check Ed Phelps for Rides
Chairman. Thanks.
“My name is Ed Phelps and I approved this message.”

Linda Rookard: Meetings & Events
I have been a member of BMWBMW for more than 20
years, and have been on the Board of Directors for more years
than I can count. I have served as Secretary, Treasurer,
Meetings & Events chair, and President over the years.
I rejoined the Board last year after a hiatus of a few years,
volunteering to fill the open position of Meetings & Events. I

Ne
w Member Pr
ofile
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MEMBERSHIP REPOR
T
REPORT

via Nancy Oswald

by Elsie Smith

In response to a request for new member profiles, here’s
Dave Holt’s story. “I’m a father of three sons, an HVAC
contractor and live in Reisterstown, MD. I have a beautiful
partner that I hope will ride two-up someday. I started riding
about 25 years ago, but I haven’t done any riding since 1990.
In 2002, my youngest son got me interested in riding again.
The R1200CLC caught my eye in 2003, and we’ve been
putting the miles on the road together. My son has been a
member for awhile and attended the Square Route Rally. He’s
taken me on rides with other members and I’ve enjoyed being
in their company.
Meeting new people and making new friends is always the
best part of joining a club like BMWBMW. I’ll help out in any
way I can to make any event a success. I’ve been in a leadership role most of my life and I’m looking forward to being lead
for a change.
We’re planning on making it to Oktoberfest.”
Dave

September ‘04 Membership stats (as of August 31, 2004)
Membership statistics:
Full members: 465
Associate members: 45
Total members: 510
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter rather than receiving a printed copy: 66 / ~14%

New Members:
Suzanne (Sue) Corcoran, and Associate Scott Dougall are
from Great Falls, VA. They were referred by Morton’s BMW.
Sue rides a 02 650CS and Scott’s astride a 02 R1150R.
David Holt lives in Reisterstown, MD and rides a 03
R1200CLC. He was referred by his son, Shane.
David Hooper of Clarksville, MD was referred by Bob’s
BMW and rides a 03 R1200CLC.
Uwe Klotz of McLean, VA rides a 04 R1150RA Rockster and
was referred by Ray Cuevo.
Jonathan Lee of Arlington, VA joined off the website and
rides a 94 R1100RS.

#10 window envelopes and laminated membership cards
on letterhead stock have been ordered. They just have the club
logo preprinted, so they’ll be “generic” for a return address and
the welcome/renewal letters. Both should be ready by midSeptember. This’ll allow me to run membership cards once a
week, instead of waiting until I have a batch to run on card
stock (10-up on a sheet).
Reminder that new members may get an email from Nancy
Oswald for a brief interview about yourself, your bike, why
you joined the club, etc. We’d love to have a picture of you and
your BMW. Email to editor@bmwbmw.org with a short note
with your name, what the bike is and where you are (if so
inclined).
6

Photo by Dave Holt

Renewing Members:
33 members and 2 associates.

Talk about famil
y fun, looks like Da
ve has a lot to smile about!
family
Dave
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(Jim Bade’s Ride, continued from page 1)

with cars pulled over. I resolved to make sure I wouldn’t
become one of their catches. I counted the cops along the way
and saw 19 cruisers in the 240 miles I traveled through
Arkansas, not very encouraging at all. I also saw more than 50
miles of construction in that same 240 miles, many places that
had been taken down to one lane in each direction.
I encountered my first rain near Little Rock and stopped to
suit up. Needless to say, after I put on my gear it didn’t rain
again. It’s like insurance against it. I was actually looking
forward to my first ride in the rain. No doubt I will get more
than I wish for when I get to day 5.
I stopped in a little restaurant north of Little Rock for
dinner. This time it was very good and still cheap. Makes me
think that DC might not be all that great a place to live after all.
I ended up in a long conversation with an older gentleman that
could easily have played Santa Claus. He was 78 and a very
sharp guy. Try as I might, I couldn’t get away and ended up
being there for over an hour.
Sixty miles later, for a total of 553 miles, I found Brinkley
and a hotel called The Heritage Inn. The best I can say about
this one is that it’s cheap and close to a convenience store.
31Mar04, Brinkley, AR to Bristol, VA
I got up a little late and got the bike packed up. For some
reason the time changes from travel were still bothering me. I
never have this problem when I fly. Anyhow, I hopped back on
I-40 with about ¾ tank of fuel left and headed east. The day
was dry and bright, contrasting with the dew on the trees and
grass. Spring had definitely sprung in Arkansas.
I rode the slab for about an hour, and 75 miles before I got
to Memphis. What a beautiful city. The downtown area
practically sparkled with high-rises and the Pyramid Museum
was incredible. Looked just like the one in Vegas.
I didn’t see another motorcycle until I was well past
Memphis. Seemed that it was too cool for many, but 45 degrees
is just right for me. It’s when it gets hot that I have problems.
The brisk air is refreshing and it keeps the bugs down. Thank
God, because the bugs got steadily worse as the day wore on.
Spring definitely has its drawbacks.
I hit Nashville a little after noon. The musical theme of
Tennessee was evident everywhere. The names of the towns,
the advertising and the sheer beauty of the place made me want
to burst out in song, and I did for a while, but my ear plugs

Daniel P
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Circuit
Courtt
Montgomer
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Montgomery
CHOOSE TO HA
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HAVE
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OVER
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ex-Marine
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Circuit
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led veterans,
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disabled
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Peter J. Connell, Treasurer

Letter
s to the Member
ship Chair
Letters
Membership
Subj: Re: September BTS now available online
Date: 8/28/2004 10:55:44 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Dave Larrabee (#757)
Sent from the Internet
ElsieJust got my first electronic version of BTS. Downloaded via
Earthlink DSL... no problem. I really like the color photos, the
links, etc. Great idea!!
Thanks, Dave

Photo by Jim Bade

(Jim Bade’s Ride, continued on page 13)

Subj: RE: September BTS now available online
Date: 8/29/2004 10:19:01 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Bob Henig (#215)
Sent from the Internet
Elsie,
That acknowledgment regarding Bob’s supporting BMWBMW
alongside the RFK event promo in the September issue was
very nice. Thanks personally and thanks on behalf of the PBTF
that I represent for placing the ad in this issue. The entire issue
looks great by the way and I do now include myself among
those that download and print my copy in color so if you want
to pass that along the club can at least save the money mailing
my personal copy.
As for the stack of issues we use to solicit new members at the
dealership, of course we want them to keep showing up!
See you on the road! Bob Henig

Jim’
s old K75S catc
hing its breath in the Bristol, VA rest area.
Jim’s
catching
October 2004
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B M W BM W E l e c t i o n B a l l o t
Vote for a candidate by circling his/her name or by writing an eligible candidate’s name on
the appropriate line. Clubmembers living overseas are excused, but everyone else is strongly
encouraged to vote. Please step up in order to fill either of the vacant chairman positions!
Upon completing the ballot, remove this page and fold it so that the postman can see the
address; tape or staple the folded page to ensure confidentiality, process integrity, and postmaster
satisfaction; affix a stamp in the appropriate spot on the reverse side; and toss it in a mailbox
before Halloween.
Contact Bert Spittel if you have any questions. (vp@bmwbmw.org or 410-465-7246)
Support the nominees below
PRESIDENT
Billy Rutherford
VICE PRESIDENT
Bert Spittel
SECRETARY
OPEN
TREASURER
Frank Parisi
BTS EDITOR
Phil Ager
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
Mark Dysart
INTERNET CHAIR
Ted Verrill
MEETINGS/EVENTS
Linda Rookard
MEMBERSHIP
Elsie Smith
‘05 RALLY CHAIR
Mike Enloe
RIDES
Ed Phelps
SAFETY
OPEN
SALES
Jim Bade
TECHNICAL AFFAIRS
Anton Largiader

or Enter a Write-In Candidate.
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS: ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

CAST YOUR VOTE!
NOMINATE A CLUB MEMBER!
VOLUNTEER TO HELP!
Anyone (ESPECIALLY NEW MEMBERS!) interested in any position should feel free to
contact ANY CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBER OR OFFICER FOR COMPLETE JOB DESCRIPTIONS.
October 2004
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Between The Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Bert Spittel
Vice President, BMWBMW
3722 Meadowvale Road
Ellicott City, MD 21043
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SECRET
AR
Y’S REPOR
T
SECRETAR
ARY’S
REPORT
BMWBMW Board of Director’s Meeting, 12 Sep 04.
Board Members Present: B. Spittel, M. Dysart, P. Ager,
D. Graling, J. Nickum, A. Largiader, E. Phelps, E. Smith,
T. Turnbull, T. Verrill.
Board of Directors Absent: B. Rutherford, M. Bennett,
M. Enloe, L. Rookard.
Guests: M. Hassall
B. Spittel, VP, in the absence of President Rutherford called the
meeting to order in the Holiday Inn, Alexandria, VA at 9:20 AM.
New Business: B. Spittel, VP, discussed the need to round out
the slate of candidates for the 2005 Officers and Committee
Chairs. Still needed are individuals for the offices of Treasurer,
Secretary, Sales and Safety Chairs. B. Rutherford has offered to
assist B. Spittel with his responsibility of finding nominees for
these positions. Jim Bade has been nominated for Member of the
Year, and the board will consider this suggestion at the October
board meeting.
Secretary: J. Nickum reported that the last minutes were
approved by the board via e-mail as submitted with minor
changes.
Treasurer: M. Enloe submitted a report that indicated the bank
balance as of 9-11-04 was $8,874.29. The report is attached to
the filed minutes.
Rally 2004: No report. Alternative sites are being considered for
the 2005 Rally.
Membership: E. Smith reported full membership of 465 with 45
associate members for a total of 510 members. This number
includes 6 new members and 33 renewals. 66 members are

receiving the eBTS. New membership forms/envelopes have
been ordered and the membership will start seeing the new
cards soon. A full membership report is filed with the minutes.
Editor: P. Ager requested articles for the BTS newsletter and
asked all the nominees for the 2005 Board to submit position
statements for publication in October. Upon P. Ager’s concern
and prodding, the BOD then discussed the difficulty recruiting
individuals to run for board positions and the need for possible
bylaw changes and a new direction statement. Phil read the
bylaws from Road Signs, the newletter he gets from the San
Diego BMW club, stating that they have five elected officers
(Pres, VP, Treas, Sec, & Road Captain), with the remaining
chairs appointed by the president. The board members present
concurred that perhaps only officers need to be elected, and
chair positions appointed after the board convenes thus
reducing the number of candidates needed to run for office
(and hence the size of a quorum). It was the general consensus
that this topic should be discussed at the October BOD meeting
and certainly addressed before the 2006 election. T. Verrill
suggested that a questionnaire to the membership via a “phone
tree” solicitation by board members might answer some club
direction issues. On a motion by M. Dysart, seconded by E.
Smith, the Board agreed to implement such a telephone
questionnaire. T. Verrill volunteered to establish some preliminary questions for this survey.
Meetings & Events: L. Rookard absent. Events scheduled and
published in the BTS and online.
Sales: T. Turnbull will have club items for sale at the GM
meeting and conduct a raffle for two club rally t-shirts.
Government Affairs: M. Dysart is continuing to work on toll
(Secretary’s Report, continued on page 12)

Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat.
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .
October 2004
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(BMWBMW BoD, from previous page)

Tech days are posted on the club’s website.

and AMA related issues. An article should appear in the
October BTS.
Webmaster: T. Verrill reported that the website capacity has
been significantly upgraded at a modest cost, and the eBTS and
message boards have received a lot of attention.
Rides: E. Phelps reported the Concours ride was a success with
45 participants on a ride into Pennsylvania for 150 miles. The
Oktoberfest is scheduled for October 1, 2 & 3 and a Poker Run
in Virginia on October 24. Other events are set forth in the BTS
and online.
Safety: D. Graling continues to hold MSF ERC courses in MD
and VA and will detail those dates at the GM meeting.
Tech: A. Largiadèr will hold a tech session at the Oktoberfest
Rally, is working for other Slack Pack events and an extensive
tech display at the 2005 SR Rally.
No other business was transacted and the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 AM on a motion by E. Smith and seconded by
P. Ager.

General Member
ship Meeting
Membership
M. Dysart, Government Affairs Chairman, substituting for B.
Spittel, VP, and B. Rutherford, President, called the meeting to
order at 11:05 AM at Quality Auto & Motorcycle Repair,
Alexandria, VA.
After thanking Lap Nguyen of Quality Auto for his hospitality,
M. Dysart introduced Carolyn Hurd, Division Director for the
March of Dimes. Ms. Hurd briefly discussed the need for
continued support of the March of Dimes and their causes and
then specifically requested the group’s participation in the 9th
annual “Bikers for Babies” ride. The event is scheduled for
October 3, 2004 at 8:00 AM meeting at Koon’s Pontiac/GMC
in Tysons Corner, VA for a 100-mile ride. The minimum
individual contribution for the ride is $25 with a five year fund
raising objective for the organization of seventy-five million
dollars. Brochures and ride applications were distributed.

Rides: E. Phelps announced the Poker Run scheduled for
October 24 at 9:00 AM meeting at the Warrenton Town &
Country Restaurant, the Oktoberfest to be held at Camp
WestMar October 1, 2 & 3 in Thurmont, MD. And the continuation of the County Courthouse contest, if anyone needed a
new placard.
Sales: T. Turnbull announced that club merchandise was
available after the meeting. Two T-shirts were then raffled to
club members.
Safety: D. Graling has ERC courses scheduled for Sept. 19 and
Oct 23 in Gaithersburg, MD. Bob’s BMW will hold an ERC
class on Oct. 17. D. Graling then provided the results of a
European Motorcycle Safety Study relating the cause of
motorcycle accidents. The study will be published in the
October BTS.
D. Graling then introduced the speaker for the meeting, Bruce
Anker, representative of MotoDiscovery Motorcycle Tours
Worldwide (formerly Pancho Villa Moto-Tours). This firm is
the leading tour company for motorcycles in Mexico and is
now expanding worldwide. After a video presentation showing
scenes from previous visits to Mexico, Mr. Anker attempted to
explain the joys of group riding. Before answering questions,
he said they’d be happy to produce a customized tour for
BMWBMW if there was sufficient interest. (E.Smith has
already put such a solicitation on the club’s message board, see
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/ )
M. Dysart adjourned the meeting at 12:00 PM.

New BMWBMW member Mark Hollinghand was then
introduced to and welcomed by the thirty two attending
members.
The following committee reports were provided:
Treasurer’s Report: Bank balance as of 11Sep04 was
$8,874.29.
Membership: E. Smith reported the club has 465 full members, 45 Associate members for a total of 510. There were 33
renewal and 2 associate memberships. 14% of the membership
subscribes to the eBTS. Members should begin seeing the new
membership card format soon.
Editor: P. Ager requested articles for the BTS newsletter. The
members were also advised of vacant Board positions needing
candidates for 2005: Treasurer, Secretary, Sales and Safety.
Website: T. Verrill reported that the Message Boards on the
website were very active and continue to be a good source for
ad hoc rides and club events.
Tech: A, Largiadèr announced that he will hold a Tech Session
at the Oktoberfest on routine 6,000 mi. service for oil heads
(he asked to be contacted in advance for any K-bike work). He
said that folks should bring their own supplies such as oil &
filter (and be able to take their used oil with them). Additional
12
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(Jim Bade’s Ride, continued from page 7)

I was a little nervous about the rain and the snow, but my
K75S was nothing if not faithful and reliable. I had plenty of
traction and the view through my rain fogged face shield was
awesome. I even stopped at a rest stop to take a few pictures.
Standing there in the rest area I realized again why I
moved to Virginia. It’s a beautiful area with green everywhere
and history in abundance. Even in the rest stop I was looking at
a bridge that was the first iron bridge in Virginia and over 150
years old. The foliage, despite the late freeze, was blooming
and there was Jasmine in the air. Virginia is truly a beautiful
place.
It rained the entire 260 miles from Bristol to Front Royal.
It was quite cold and wet. I thought I would have to endure it
until I got home, but luck was with me. The rain suddenly
stopped near Front Royal. It didn’t fix the freezing wet glove
problem, but at least I could see fairly well again. I had only 75
miles to go before I would be safe, warm, and getting reacquainted with my home.
Highway 66 is one of the main arteries into DC and I
would be on it just prior to rush hour. I was making great time,
and thinking I wasn’t ready to go home yet. I didn’t want the
trip to be over. I even considered taking the back way home
through some great twisty roads. But common sense, and bad
drivers, prevailed, and the last few miles soon became a
memory.
Home crap home. I missed it, but wouldn’t have minded if
I had been on the road another few days. Oh well, soon I’ll be
off again.
My first motorcycle adventure in 15 years encompassed
5,000 miles and I had crossed over eight states. It was one hell
of a way to reacquaint myself with riding, but worth every bit
of pain and discomfort. I relearned what I had been missing
from my youth, and far from being tired of my bike by the time
I got home, I was even more into it. I am completely obsessed,
and don’t see it changing any time soon!

couldn’t drown my tone deafness and I had to be satisfied with
the MP3 player.
Everywhere I went in Tennessee was beautiful. It was
luscious in its green foliage and clean everywhere you looked.
The cities appeared, at least from my vantage, to have a life to
them that is lacking in so many other places. And the people
were always polite and friendly. Even little kids would wave
from the back seat of Mom’s car as I rode past.
At Knoxville, the sun was beginning to wane and it was
cooling off. I was grateful for the diminishing bug population,
but not too thrilled at still having over 150 miles to go! I must
have fooled around too much today in addition to starting late.
I drove on looking for highway 81 and beginning to wonder if
I had missed it. Apparently my notes were flawed and I had
underestimated the distance.
Finally reaching I-81, I stopped to eat. Not long after I got
back on the road I noticed that the Virginia border was only 70
miles away. I decided to try and sleep in my home state and
pushed on. I pulled into a Super 8 Motel in Bristol an hour
later ready to relax. Unfortunately they didn’t have a restaurant
or vending machine, so I snacked on a jerky stick and a left
over warm Diet Coke.
With just under 600 miles today, it was my second longest
of the trip. I was in surprisingly good shape, though I don’t
know if I could do that every day. I really do need to work out!
1Apr04, Bristol, VA to Woodbridge, VA
Up with the sun, or lack of it, I packed my bike in the rain.
My first real rain of the whole five-week run and it was not a
good start for the day. It was about 33 degrees out and raining.
I jumped on the bike and headed for home. I was hoping
to take the Blue Ridge Parkway most of the way, but the heavy
rain made me rethink that plan. Even though I only had 360
miles to go, I didn’t want to do it on unfamiliar twisty roads in
the rain. Besides, about 15 miles from Bristol, it started to
snow, and was even sticking to the hills. This was definitely
more than I bargained for.

RA Rall
y Update
Rally
by Phil Ager

Although the threatening weather caused quite a few
cancellations, many campers were very happy to move from
the valley floor below into the vacated rooms. Personally, Phil
& Elsie didn’t spend much time sulking in the rally environs we had courthouses to capture. But the WV park facilities were
very conducive to killing some down time on a dreary Friday.
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday were beautiful days to be out
on two wheels. I give the Rally committee a big thumbs up for
their selection and their enthusiastic group of m/c speakers!

Photos by Phil Ager

The outdoor “Bier Halle” at the Canaan Valle
y RA Rall
y.
alley
Rally

Vendor
s prepare their sites in fr
ont of Rall
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Rally
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October 2004
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Phase Two Completed
by Bob Higdon, #709

July 15: Achinsk
I was up at 0630, packing the tent away. I’d told Mike that if
I wasn’t at the roadhouse by 0800 that they should start looking
for my blood-soaked remains. I pointed the bike back to the
road. The dirt lasted just under five miles, with another eleven
easily handled on fine pavement to the roadhouse. I took a
shower and waited for the others to get ready. It had been dense
fog when I started the day; now it was blistering hot.
The road immediately degenerated back to hideous dirt,
some of the worst I’d seen since before Chita. I couldn’t understand why Steve had not remembered any of this. The conditions
were so bad that I’ll never forget what it was like. Then it
occurred to me that people don’t remember things that don’t
interest them. This grim dirt was of utterly no consequence to
Steve. He could sail through it without a care in the world. I
could only struggle along in first and second gear. By noon we
had not gone 40 miles.
We stopped for gas in the early afternoon. I was so depressed that I thought I might start crying and never stop. John
was jabbering away at a trucker. He turned to us and said, “The
guy says that we’ve got a great highway ahead of us all the way
to Moscow.” I didn’t believe it, but it was true. My sorrows, at
last, were behind me.
The farther west we traveled, the more traffic we encountered, especially heavy trucks. Highway engineers in Russia
don’t concern themselves with subtleties like switchbacks in
crossing elevated terrain. They plow straight ahead, create a 12%
grade, and sit back to watch the fun.
The trucks have a horrible time making any speed up such a
hill. They jockey for position constantly, spewing out clouds of
black diesel smoke that completely obscure both sides of the
road. Overtaking is hopeless in such conditions. If they make the
top, then they have to hope their brakes will hold on the 12%
descent. There are very few runaway truck lanes, and one of the
ones we saw was perpendicular to the highway. Good luck
making that corner at 85 mph, Sergei.
By early evening we had cleared the city of Krasnoyarsk
and found ourselves on a superhighway that was the equal of
any interstate highway in the U.S. We cranked it up and made it
to a hotel in Achinsk, exactly twelve time zones displaced from
my condo in Daytona Beach, Florida. The only way I could get
farther from home would be to go to the moon.

July 16: Novosibirsk
I cannot recall exactly where the hills stopped, but by the
time we were halfway to Achinsk, we had come onto a plain that
with but a minor interruption for the Ural mountains would
continue all the way to eastern Europe, a distance of 4,000 miles
at an elevation of 200-500 feet. I think it must be the ancient bed
of an unimaginably vast body of water.
As usual it was hot, reaching the mid-90s by early afternoon
and staying there until very late in the evening. Although we
generally tried to steer as far away from cities as we could, I
desperately wanted to find an internet connection to send out a
trip report. We reached Novosibirsk in late afternoon, threading
our way in dense traffic, and found a good hotel with a dial-up
connection. After a quick dinner, I hustled up to the computer
room and retyped the story I’d originally written back at Lake
Baikal.
14

At the same time I was happily punching away at a keyboard and drinking a cold beer, Mike was on his hands and
knees, trying to tighten up a “Paralever drive housing support
bearing” – I’m using their words since I have no idea what
they’re talking about – that was loose on John’s bike. Whatever
was done apparently worked. John’s rear stopped wobbling, at
least for a while.

July 17: Omsk
The weld that had been made to Steve’s left saddlebag
bracket back in Savintsk broke, causing another delay this
morning. Mike and I rode ahead slowly. Eventually Steve and
John caught up with us. Steve and I then took the lead. In midafternoon I noticed an apparition coming at us on the opposite
side of the road. It resembled a woman in a tank top and running
shorts shoving a baby carriage down the road. Steve immediately motioned for me to pull over and stop.
“I know who that is,” he said. “She’s the woman from Wales
who’s running across Russia.” We turned around, just as Mike
and John rolled up. I beheld an apparition before me.
We, like Gulliver, had seen some unusual people in our
travels: German bicyclists, Polish dirt bikers, Marek Michel (the
father of Miss Poland-USA), four teen-aged hippies who came
straight out of the ’60s, and some other motorcyclists bound for
Mongolia. But Rosie Scott Pope had the best story of all.
Following the death of her husband, this 55-year-old
grandmother decided to run across Russia, raising money for the
Trans-Siberian railroad hospital and another charity. She was, I
think, the happiest person I’ve ever met. Everything she needed
was in the pram that she was shoving through eleven time zones.
In the summer she could make about 25 miles/day. She hoped
that when the winter came she would be near Magadan, the
coldest place on Earth. She thought she could make 12 miles/day
then.
Travelers like that, especially Her Majesty’s subjects, have a
sort of insouciance that protects them like a titanium bubble.
Nothing bad is going to happen to Rosie. She couldn’t conceive
of such a thing. And if she can’t conjure up the idea, then the
idea cannot possibly occur. We gave her some water, bug
repellant, and our best wises. We turned back to the west as
Rosie aimed east, smiling all the way.
That night we found rooms in a Russian country club on the
west side of Omsk. Some serious money had been behind this
project. I thought I saw an occupancy certificate made out in the
name of Anthony Sopranoskaya, but as I said, my Cyrillic is a
little rough. We did meet a young man who claimed to be a
three-time Russian kickboxing champion. He didn’t look nearly
as happy as Rosie Scott Pope, so I decided not to test his skills.

July 18: Talitsa
This day was hot and humid, just as every other day had
been. John said that in 20 years of living in Russia he had never
seen such a string of dry days. The flat, straight plain continued
with a monotonous sameness. If you lost track of what day it
was, it didn’t matter. It was like yesterday and tomorrow would
be like today.
In the late afternoon today – on the fourteenth day after we
had entered Siberia – we passed by a marker indicating that we
had finally put the area behind us. I smiled when I thought about
the 880-mile marker on I-10 as you enter Texas. Siberia can put
anywhere on Earth into a far smaller perspective.
We stayed at a trucker’s roadhouse that night. We took the
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four best rooms in the place, each costing about $28. That
might be a week’s salary for the ordinary Russian long-hauler,
so he sleeps in a windowless room on the ground floor with
seven other guys. It’s a tough country. It always has been.

July 19: Chaikovsky
After endless days in a flat plain, we crossed the Ural
mountains today and immediately returned to the prospect of
endless days in a flat plain. They are pretty, these hills, and
there are a couple of curves here and there, but they are
“mountains” only in the loosest sense of the word. The highest
elevation I observed on the GPS was about 1,300. Still, if you
can call the pimples between San Antonio and Austin “hill
country,” then I guess you can call the Urals “mountains”.
I think the national speed limit is about 55 mph, though it
may be higher. No one seems to know. The highway patrol,
whose initials are DPS, man checkpoints on the road. They
carry black-and-white striped sticks. If they point it at you, you
pull over. Most of the time they’re just curious about the bikes,
who you are, and where you’ve been. It takes a few minutes to
clear such a stop. It’s just the cost of doing business.
Other DPS guys are in cars with radar guns. One of them
stopped me this afternoon. I couldn’t have been going much
over 35 mph because I was trying to reattach the stupid tank
bag after a buckle had loosened up. He pointed the stick at me
and I dove over to the shoulder.
The only real Russian sentence I know is, “I don’t speak
Russian”. So I said that and he shook his head. I took out the
emergency phrase paper that one of Mike’s Russian employees
had prepared for us. The basic one says that I’m riding from
Sakhalin to Europe and would you please help me. I showed it
to the guy. There are others for use at the gas station, the
hospital, and Madame Olga’s House of Bondage and Pain.
He looked at the paper, laughed, and showed it to his
partner. Then I reached in my tank bag – the damned thing was
still loose – and grabbed a package of beef jerky that I’d
bought in the Winn-Dixie back in Daytona Beach about 400
years ago. He took it, laughed again, and let me go. Case
closed.
We are celebrities on the highway and have been since
Day #1. People take our pictures, ask for our autographs, and
jabber away at us with real admiration. If that were all we had
experienced, that in itself would have been unforgettable.
This was our highest mile day, just short of 500, and we
wound up at a former Soviet hotel in the city of Chaikovsky,
named for the composer who had spent a few years of his life
in the area. They don’t see many foreign visitors in the hotel; it
took us 50 minutes simply to be registered.
It was warm until the sun finally set around 11:15 p.m.
John operates only in a temperature range of 72-74F. Below 72
and he’s putting on the Widder vest; above 74 and he’s looking
for wet towels. We know he’s not of our kind, and is almost
certainly being monitored by the Men in Black.

July 20: Cheboksary
My first encounter with the DPS today was a typical
checkpoint yank. They waved the stick and Steve and I
stopped, dragged out the passports, and Mike’s emergency
explanation page. There were four of them and it was obvious
that they’d all been drinking. We told them that there were a
couple of other motorcyclists behind us and they were wanted
by police in seven countries. Stop them and search them, we
warned.
October 2004

The next close encounter of the DPS kind wasn’t as cute.
They got Mike and me with the radar. We contributed about
$17 each to expedite our departure. It was a valid pop, though
it’s a little disheartening for me to recall that John’s average
speed through Siberia was about double that of mine and he
hasn’t been dinged yet.
A dark, cold front began moving in toward the end of the
day. Normally we might have tried to run until 8:00 p.m. or
later, but no one wanted to be soaked cold through and
through, especially John. We stopped at a motel that looked
horrible, told the restaurant manager to put ten beers in the
freezer, and wait for us in an hour. The motel turned out to be
fine. Appearances really can be deceiving in Russia.
At the appointed time, we were back in the restaurant,
telling the waitress about our frozen beer. She said that no one
had put any beer in the freezer. Excuse me? It was prototypically Russian. Every conversation follows the same course. You
begin by asking them for something and they instantly say,
“Nyet”. You think this means “No,” but what it really means is,
“Let’s negotiate.” or “I need to think about this”. In 90 seconds
the “nyet” will turn into “da” and life is sweet once again.
John went out to talk to the restaurant manager about the
missing, freezing beer. Someone looked in another freezer,
found the Baltikas, and, as I said, life was sweet again. Da.

July 21: Moscow
The rain had blown through during the night but the cold
had decided to stay for a while. Today we aimed to reach
Moscow and we did. The traffic was ugly, the strains were
enormous, and the usual road accidents and disasters seemed to
be growing like Topsy. Steve counted nine accidents involving
fourteen vehicles in 450 miles. That was salty even by Russia’s
cold standards.
When I was last in Moscow two summers ago, I was on a
BMW R80G/S that was falling apart under me. I left the city
with my tail between my legs, just as Napoleon and Hitler had
done before me. Today I returned with a light heart. For the
next two days and three nights we would be holed up in the
gorgeous home of some old friends of John’s in the suburbs
west of town.
Phase Two was
officially over.
Phase Three,
reaching the
Atlantic Ocean,
would come along
soon enough. But
first I think I’ll
scratch around in
the freezer and see
if I can find a
Baltika. Life is
sweet. Da.
Bob Higdon,
Moscow, July 23,
2004 (2:45 p.m.)
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
03 K1200GT, Orient Blue. Near
showroom condition with the exceptions of being broken in and tire wear.
Only 1,100 miles. Rear carrier and bag
included. 600-mile service and fuel line
recall complete. Divorce forces sale.
$13,495 (lower price). 703-554-9615, or
robert.g.struth@boeing.com
Leesburg, VA (08/04)
01 R1200C, mint condition, 14K miles,
new tires, saddlebags, windshield,
running lights, rear passenger back rest,
etc. Asking $10,300 OBO. Bike is in
Pomona, NY. Contact Abe Pearlman,
PO Box 444, Pomona, NY 10970, 845362-7348. (08/04) [Formerly owned and
enjoyed by the late Michael Pearlman]
98 R1100RT, 21K miles. Sinus Blue
excellent condition-garage kept. Heated
grips, cyl guards, BMW top case,
Aeroflow windshield, Air Rider gel seat
insert. $10,250. Jim Kent, 703-6442465 or vze8msw7@verizon.net (10/
04)
94 K75RT, Silk Blue, 37K, one owner,
never down, garage kept, ABS, electric
windshield, BMW Comfort Seat,
excellent rubber, all service recs, Show
room condition, (no dings), European
light switch assy, Many extras to go w/
sale. Asking $5,195 or B/O, Franc
Boulanger 804-741-9323 or
FBoula6454@aol.com (09/04)
86 R80RT, 44k miles, Corbin seat w/
backrest, Koni shock, Luftmeister fork
spring kit; K&N; new ME33 & ME55;
new steering head bearings; tall
National screen + stock; stock seat;
reliable; runs great; handles great with
suspension upgrades; garaged in Greene
County N/of Charlottesville VA; $2750;
call Jay @ 434-985-6398 (10/04)
85 K100R Black, Great Condition
36Kmi, Garage kept. Little driven.
$2,000. Contact Mo: 703-841-1977 or
asapprinting@rcn.com (06/04)
75 R75/6, Boxer to restore or perhaps
just ride away. Recent, excellent, 750 cc
top end, rest of drivetrain original R90/
6. Excellent, near-new battery, very
good rubber, brakes, starting, charging.
Lousy paint, scratched/dinged, horn and
lights need work. Extra bars, tank, . . .
$1,500 OBO. Must sell. David Shapiro
16

301-699-8833 or
safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/04)
72 R75/5 Black Toaster, 18k miles,
beautiful orignial condition, original
paint, new tire and battery, mechanical
work by Lap, family owned since 1974.
$4,250 Contact Harvey: 703-979-7481
harvey_l@msn.com (06/04)
77 Honda Goldwing/EML sport
sidecar, 31,000 mi. Very good condition
$4,500 OBO; 410-775-2231 or
Eabbott410@aol.com (08/04)

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS
Joe Rocket ballistic pants and jacket XL,
in next to new shape. Make reasonable
offer. First Gear mesh jacket XL-make
offer. Leather chaps-cheap. Call Jon
301-951-6191 or
jtorley_gang@hotmail.com (08/04)
Women’s mandarin/gray/black BMW
Savannah pants, size 6R/EU36, like
new-worn once, $125. Please call
703-644-2465. (10/04)

New 14' Haulmark Kodiak, electric
brake, tandem axle Trailer Toy Hauler
with ramp, two windows and Rally Rig
Conversion. This trailer is set up to haul
one or 2 full size bikes and when you
get to the rally, out come the bikes and
you set up cots or rollaway beds for
sleeping. Folding table goes up for
eating and games. Rally Rig includes
enclosed Porta Potti, sink, kitchen
cabinets, 10 gal water tank with 12V
water pump or city water hookup. 110V
and 12V lights. Deep cycle battery in
the trailer charges as you tow the trailer.
Vinyl floor for hauling bikes. Plush
carpeting rolls over vinyl for living.
Wired to accept roof air conditioning.
Unique 10' x 12' awning allows easy
one person set up. Empty weight 3,000
lbs. Max allowable weight is 7,700 lbs.
Price $9,995.00 - compare at twice the
price. Contact: Info@aitstraining.com
or call Custom Toy Haulers
703.440.0914. (09/04)

Two full face black motorcycle helmets
(large). One’s a Fulmer; other a KBC.
Very good condition, barely used. Snell
95 and DOT approved. $25 each. 410889 5518 or shawn.downing@jhu.edu
(05/04)
For a 02-K1200 RS: rear wheel $350;
standard windshield $ 45; Parabellum
windshield, tall $ 80. Jaime Henriquez
301-587-1833, MPCPAngeC@aol.com
(08/04)
Jesse bags for R1100GS, decent, well
used $400 Ron Orem 410-581-3751 or
ROrem@aol.com (08/04)
Rukka Air-Power Jacket w/liner & pads,
black w/reflective stripes, size 54, $100;
Zero Tech riding pants, cool weather w/
pads, size XXL, $50; Gerbing Heated
Jacket w/control & BMW plugs, size S,
$50; BMW Touring boots, 12” tall, size
43, $75; Gaerne dirt bike/off road boots,
18” tall, size 9, $25; Shoeii full face
helmet, white w/three colored shields,
size L, $35; Rev Pac rear seat road pack
(big), $20; Road Gear rear seat road
pack (small), $20; Olympia winter riding
gloves, full gauntlet, size L, $15. Call
John Nickum 301-365-8300 and leave
message; jwnickum@prodigy.net
(07/04) “Bought a Vespa 200GL”
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Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial
vendors may contact the editor for
rates. We request that display
advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th
of the month preceding the month
of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received
by the editor no later than the 10th
day of the month preceding the
month of publication (e.g., May 10
is the deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735
October 2004

BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA
Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’
s Quality Cyc
le
Lap’s
Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Mor
ton’
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S. 1,
go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse
Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’
s Cyc
le
Speed’s
Cycle
Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 410256-0970.

5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to Route
100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are located
on the left just before Levering Avenue.

Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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The things you learn when visiting counties!

BMWBMW Ride-T
o-Eat’
s
Ride-To-Eat’
o-Eat’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members
who meet for dinner. These gatherings
are regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are
always planned and announced on the
club’s web message board. Typically,
the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday
and the Maryland RTE is the third
Thursday. The restaurant is always
different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride
to eats are always popping up.
Interested? Check out the message
boards Events section and look for
“Ride-To-Eat” or “RTE”.
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HOURS
M-F 8–6
SA
T 8–1
SAT

17

THE BMW ENTHUSIAST’S SUPERSTORE SINCE 1981
18

Don't miss Bob's 2nd annual

Oktoberfest
Saturday,
Saturday,
October 16,
16,
October
AM -4
-4PM
PM
99AM

• Delicious German Food
• Vintage BMW Concours
with judging and prizes

• German Folk Dance Exhibition
• Contests & Surprises
• Bargains and plenty of Fun!
See bobsbmw.com for more details

Apparel for
ALL Seasons
Shop NOW for bargains
before next
year's styles
show up!
Still plenty
to choose
from. SAVE!

The K1200S is coming SOON!
But you can get an incredible deal right NOW on one of the
awesome Sport and Sport-Touring models we still have in stock.
You must CALL or visit Bob's right away to get all the details!
Don't be left behind.

bobsbmw.com
1.888.269.2627
10720 GUILFORD ROAD
COLUMBIA/JESSUP, MD 20794

Between the Spokes © 2004 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

October 2004

CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
Oct 1 - 3, 2004
BMWBMW Annual Oktoberfest Gathering at Camp West Mar, Thurmont MD. Contact Ed Phelps ASAP! rides@bmwbmw.org
The monthly General Membership Meeting will coincide with this event.

Oct 24, 2004
BMWBMW Poker Run in conjunction with the monthly VA Breakfast, Warrenton VA. Please see the Rides Report on page 3.

No
v 14, 2004
Nov
BMWBMW General Membership Meeting at 1100 AM at Battley Cycles, Gaithersburg, MD.
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW
events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of
motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
Billy asked for any submissions to the BMWBMW Hall of Fame last month. Please use the format below if you have a suggestion
for the “Nominations and Election Committee" (aka Vice President Bert Spittel).

BMWBMW HALL OF FAME (HOF) NOMINATION FORM
Name:

_________________________

Address:

_________________________

City, State:

_________________________

Home Phone: _________________________

Work Phone: _________________________

Number of years nominee has been a BMWBMW club member: ______________________
Board of Directors positions held:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Positions held on committees:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Specific contributions to BMWBMW:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Other reasons for induction:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Signature of ten (10) current BMWBMW members to sponsor the individual.

1) __________________________________

6) __________________________________

2) __________________________________

7) __________________________________

3) __________________________________

8) __________________________________

4) __________________________________

9) __________________________________

5) __________________________________

10) __________________________________
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check appropriate box
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address

❑

I decline a paper newsletter; I can read Between the Spokes on the club’s website!

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

Age group:
G 16-25
G 26-35
G 36-45

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________
G46-55
G56+

Government Affairs
Membership
Newsletter
Sales
Meetings & Events

G
G
G
G
G

Referred to BMWBMW by:

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington MD 20749-4735

FIRST CLASS

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G
G
G
G
G

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, P.O.Box 44735, Fort Washington MD 20749-4735

