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Bob Higdon, #709

Monte Hart, #1789

Last July 3, Mike Kneebone, Steve Attwood, John Sartorius, and I parked our bikes at the shore of the easternmost part
of Sakhalin Island, Russia. A cold, wet wind washed in off the
Pacific. We took a few photos, shook hands, and began a ride
westward that would eventually take us to the Atlantic Ocean.
The bikes that Mike and I rode had been bought at
Sunnyside Motorcycle Company in Sunnyside, Washington.
Friends – notably Dale Wilson, Ron Smith, and the good folks
at Sunnyside – had prepped the bikes, broken them in, and
taken them to the freight forwarder, Lynden Transport, in
Seattle. From there they were stuffed on a container ship and
sent to Sakhalin Island. Mike and I caught up with them on the
first of July. My intention had been to ride across Russia and
Europe, mail the bike back to Dulles airport, and then ride the
bike back to Lynden’s offices on the west coast. I have now
done that.
This morning, the 20th of September, I took a photograph
of the Honda Nighthawk sitting in front of Lynden’s offices,
the point at which it had been loaded onto a truck for transport
to a container ship last spring. I’d have gone down to the port
where the bike was actually hauled aboard the vessel, but we
live in a world where romantic acts that propose to transpire
near large-scale shipping facilities are frowned upon by
security officials. I settled for the next best thing.
With the photo in the cold fog this morning at 0920 PDT,
the trip that began back in Sakhalin in July came to a conclusion. I had ridden around the world in 80 days.

Sinkholes the color of green iridescent alien eyes lie in the
desert near Roswell, New Mexico. They huddle at the base of
reddish-brown sandstone cliffs striated with white quartz, just
above the muddy Pecos River. These “Bottomless Lakes”
aren’t really bottomless, of course, but you’d never know by
looking at them.
I camped under a clump of flowering saltbrush trees
surrounded by mesquite and aromatic sage. A pinkish sunset
streaked the sky as the day ended. Pairs of doves cooed as they
flew by. A rabbit hopped into a thicket of caterpillar weed. A
yellow-billed hawk kept a close eye on the ground from high
above. Then the stars came out, so thick they looked like mist
in the night sky.
I poked at the fire with a stick, watching as sparks flared
up and then disappeared. I had achieved a point of stasis on the
ride. I didn’t think much about the past, nor about the future. I
existed in the present only. The glittering stars, coyotes
howling in the distance, and sparks flying into the air were my
world.
That day I had ridden 480 miles, mostly through the flat,
plowed fields of Texas. It felt good to be camping, to hear
coyotes sing, to be surrounded by an arcade of stars, to feel the
breeze and watch it play with those sparks against the black
night air. Because I was near Roswell and the night was so
clear, I made a point of keeping a good eye for strange lights in
the sky, but saw none.
Later, as I drifted off to sleep, a raccoon rattled the
trashcan near my site. I shined a torch on it and told it to
“Scat!” Completely unperturbed, it finally gave up on the can
and slunk away through the brush. Later it returned to try
again.
In the morning I sat at the camp table with a cup of coffee
in my hand, absorbing the place. Seven turkey vultures circled
high above in the warm air currents, drifting closer when they

The Angel
This finale has been a long time coming. In the fall of
1995, when I first set out to do a round-the-world ride, there
was a huge ceremony at a motorcycle supply house out in
Chantilly, Virginia. More than 50 people showed up to send me
off. One of them, Linda Rookard, a very kind lady from my
local bike club, pinned a tiny gold angel on the lapel of my
Aerostich riding coat. She said it would protect me.
The trip ended miserably because of a paperwork problem
that I didn’t discover until I was at the border of El Salvador. I
turned back and began a second try in December, 1996. On my
second day in Mexico I ran into the back of a bus, breaking my
left wrist and knocking one of the angel’s wings off. She was
lopsided, but I figured she had sacrificed some of her parts so
that my parts weren’t any more bashed up than they were. I
survived general anesthesia in Ciudad Victoria (not everyone
can make that statement) and the wrist repair, according to my
orthopedic surgeon back in the U.S., was in every way a
professional job.
My third attempt at the circling the globe – beginning at
the west coast of Ireland and riding across Russia west-to-east
(Closing Circle, continued on page 6)
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Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.
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Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Ad
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e
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Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

Club Affiliations
Affiliations:
BMWBMW is chartered as
BMWRA Club No. 15 and
BMWMOA Club No. 40.

Find us on the Internet at:

www.bmwbmw.org
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by Mike Enloe

As of 11/10/2004, our account balance is $8,008.70. From 9/12-11/10, the club had
income of $2,093.70 from membership dues and Oktoberfest, and expenses of
$2,926.29 from printing, Audiovisual rental, membership cards, Oktoberfest, and Web
hosting.
BALANCE 9/11/04

$8,841.29

10/3/04 2154 Linda Rookard - A/V Rental
10/3/04 2155 Elsie Smith - Membership Expenses
10/3/04 2156 J.R. Stockyards Inn - Christmas Party Deposit
10/3/04 2157 Ed Phelps - Oktoberfest 2004
10/8/04 2158 Camp WestMar - Oktoberfest 2004
10/10/04 DEP Oktoberfest Income
10/10/04 DEP Membership
10/20/04 DEP Membership
10/20/04 2159 Ken’s Speedprint - Oct 04 BTS
11/8/04 DEP Membership
11/8/04 2161 Ken’s Speedprint - Nov 04 BTS
11/8/04 2162 HostForWeb Inc. Nov-Dec 2004
11/8/04 2163 Membership Cards only
TOTAL OUTFLOWS
TOTAL INFLOWS
NET TOTAL 9/12/04 - 11/10/04
BALANCE 11/10/04

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(126.00)
(296.87)
(250.00)
(711.36)
(185.00)
783.00
300.00
843.20
(461.66)
167.50
(446.66)
(15.05)
(433.29)

$(2,926.29)
$ 2,093.70
$ (832.59)

$8,008.70

THE 2004 BO
ARD OF DIRECT
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BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
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H: 410-465-7246
Secretary: John Nickum
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H: 301-469-9503
Treasurer: Mike Enloe
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
W: 703-265-5087
Gov. Affairs: Mark Dysart
government@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-527-8795

Membership: Elsie Smith
membership@bmwbmw.org
W: 301-774-3622
Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
Rally: Marvin Bennett
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-486-1515 / Cell: 703-869-8657
Rides: Ed Phelps
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Safety: Don Graling
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-818-5242

Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org

Sales: Tom Turnbull
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-987-8842

Mtgs & Events: Linda Rookard
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-451-6167

Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 610-506-3616
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There were really not many people using the campground or
attending the concerts. This is the first year and a lot of people
simply did not know about it. I guarantee that this will become
a hot ticket in the future. The weather was great and we all
enjoyed riding. Not nearly as crowded, probably 10% of the
crowd you see at Bike Week. However, Main Street was packed
and the bars were going full throttle.
The major motorcycle manufacturers were scattered over
the speedway vendor area but not much else. To our surprise,
high-end motor homes and trailer companies had taken over
the convention center and a large part of the speedway vendor
space. Several of the custom bike builders were also set up, and
people were buying these bikes. The chopper craze is still
strong and likely to continue as more companies enter this
market. There is really a bike for everyone, from a pocket bike
to a custom chopper.
So, did we like it? Will we go again? I think the answer to
both questions is yes. I have always enjoyed Daytona. This
“Mini Bike Week” was fun. I rode to Myrtle Beach a week
earlier and left a bike with Eric. The family trailer in Myrtle
Beach was scheduled to be returned to Virginia. Ron and I
rotated riding a bike and driving the Suburban to Myrtle
Beach. We put one bike in the trailer and rode two from Myrtle
Beach to Daytona. Ron and I had to be back in Virginia
Monday morning so we loaded the Virginia-based bikes in the
trailer and drove straight through and arrived about 9 p.m. Eric
rode his bike home to Myrtle Beach. I always enjoy riding and
attending these events with my sons. Sorry the other two could
not arrange their schedules to be there. Nice trip.
Communications. One of the areas that increase the fun
of riding together is being able to communicate with other
people in the group. Ron installed an Autocom on the RT when
we rode to Bike Week two years ago. The Autocom system
integrates a CB radio, telephone and CD player. My other bike
has a factory installed CB. We were still short a radio so I
borrowed a CB from Bernie Stuecker with an external antenna
for the Suburban (My birthday gift in November was a CB for
the Suburban). We agreed it was great to talk to each other,
decide when to make a stop, warn of hazards and traffic, and
just chat. I like to ride with groups and it is almost a necessity
to be able to communicate with other riders.
2005 Plans. I’m looking forward to the coming year and
participating in the many events that we are planning.
Ride Safely.
Billy

President’
s Corner
President’s
2005 Board of Directors. Each year we have a difficult
time getting people to serve on the board. We feel fortunate to
find a person willing to serve in one position, so the ballot has
no choices other than a write in vote. We would like to get
more than one name for each position and more participation
in the voting process. I encourage you to consider serving on
the board or serving on one of the committees. It is a great way
to become more involved with the club activities and help our
club develop a wider variety of events for the members. To find
out more information about position duties, time demands, etc.,
please call or e-mail the board member and review the duties in
the membership directory.
Daytona Biketoberfest. I had never been to this event, so
decided this year was the time to go. When I went to
www.DaytonaInternationalSpeedway.com to check out the
activities, I was surprised to see that the Buffalo Chip Campground from Sturgis, SD was now a part of this event and Bike
Week. The speedway is renovating the infield and the Buffalo
Chip Campground will provide 3 levels of camping ranging
from tents to trailers/motor homes with no hookups to full
hookup. The Buffalo Chip Campground is noted for supplying
kegs of beer and name entertainment – rock and roll style. The
Buffalo Chip Campground is planning a big event for Bike
Week ‘05. For more information go to their website:
www.buffalocampground.com .
Two of my sons, Ron and Eric, decided to go along. We
signed up for a full hookup site for our trailer. The trailer
sleeps two so being ever the good dad, I got a hotel room.
There were no hotel rooms available in Daytona because many
of them had suffered hurricane damage and were closed. When
you check the website, it simply shows no rooms available. So,
I booked a room in Altamonte Springs just before reaching
Orlando. The hotel had set up a large tent in the parking lot for
bike parking. I used to stay in Orlando during Bike Week but
the traffic to and from Orlando is just too congested – that was
not the case for Biketoberfest.
We had plenty of room in the Buffalo Chip full hookup
area and the spaces on either side of us were empty. These
campsites have been in the infield for many years. Interesting
to note that there is water at every fourth site, so there were
some creative hose hookups. Many of the electrical boxes were
not working so we used a 100ft, 12amp extension cord to reach
a box that had electricity. This site cost $295.00 for four days
and each day you had to purchase a new wrist band for $20.00.

Photo by Phil Ager

(See Billys photo on the next page)

Not everyone was on a Harley. To each, their own! :-)
December 2004
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them an e-mail which you’ll find at www.ufocenter.com .
I spent some time in that UFO Museum, keeping an eye
out for the motorcyclists that drew me there in the first place. I
found them in the gift shop.
“You the fellows on the Hondas?” I asked.
“We are,” one of them replied. We struck up a short
conversation about roads and bikes, and UFOs. These were two
friends, one with a young son in tow who held a handful of
UFO momentous in his hands. They had ridden out from
Riverside, California, camping out along the way and heading
south to the border next before aiming their bikes back home.
“Where’s your camping gear?” I wondered. Neither bike
had any gear that I could see.
“He carries it all in his trailer,” one said, pointing at his
friend. “My son rides on the back of my bike, so I can’t carry it
there.”
What a wonderful way to take a vacation, I thought,
especially for the young man.
“Have you ever been abducted?” I asked. I was out of
control. They laughed at my question, and so did I.
“No,” one said, “but you’d think it a common experience
after visiting this museum!” We exited together, slipping past
the “contributions welcome” box, me without offering a single
dime, though it had been well worth my time.
Both of the other riders gasped when they saw my fully
loaded bike, though I’m not quite sure why. The load I carried
seemed normal to me at that point; but they saw it with clarity.
The father pointed out to his son, “Now there’s a serious
rider who’s out for the long haul.”
He was pointing at me.
I strapped on my helmet, zipped up my armored jacket,
slipped on gloves, and placed my iridescent “bottomless green”
sunglasses on, then left. The son watched my every action,
fascinated, as if seeing an alien for the first time. And in a
bizarre sense that’s exactly how I felt: like an alien invader who
had descended into the serenity of Roswell to cause commotion.
I headed over to the local Hardee’s restaurant, where I
knew I would be welcome.
Copyright 1999 Monte R. Hart

Photo by Eric Rutherford

spotted movement in my camp. A pale blue canary darted past
and disappeared. A striped lizard ran into the open space,
displayed a red pouch underneath its chin, then scurried into
some skunkweed.
I walked over to the ranger station. There I learned more
about the saltbrush, which had been imported from Japan years
ago as an ornamental shrub. Now it has taken root and spread
across the southwest like a weed.
“Last year we had to cut back a whole bunch of them,”
Ranger Rusty West told me. “If we’d a let ‘em grow, they
would of drunk that sink hole dry.”
Like kudzu in the southeast, or Scotch broom in the
northwest, imported saltbrush overruns the countryside in this
desert region. In May they were draped in pale pink flowering
strands resembling cotton candy. Beautiful to look at, but
overpowering the native plants and considered undesirable by
the rangers.
I loaded the bike and headed to town, looking for other
alien invaders on the American landscape. Roswell offered
plenty of hope: a sign at the local Hardee’s restaurant proclaimed, “Aliens Welcome Here,” so I knew they were out
there.
Lured by two motorcycles parked outside one of the
ubiquitous UFO museums, I parked and entered. Both were
Hondas, one with a trailer attached.
“We don’t charge an entrance fee,” a thin, energetic and
aggressive man with a pony tail, moustache and arm tattoos
said, “but would appreciate a small contribution.”
I stood there helmet in hand, wondering for a moment
about this approach to running a museum, then said, “Let me
look around first and see if I like what you’ve got here.”
“What’re you looking for?”
“Well, I’m looking to find anyone who’s ever been
abducted,” I said, and turned directly to a blonde gal standing
beside him, listening attentively and innocently to our dialogue. “Have you ever been abducted by aliens?” She looked
astonished, and shook her head no.
“Know anybody who has been?” By now others were
listening, curious, and I looked at them each in turn, getting
more shakes of the head.
“I’ve never been abducted,” the man with the pony tail
admitted, “but I’ve seen several UFOs.” He told of spotting one
down in Texas that flew “’bout a hundred yards over the
ground;” and of seeing a “formation” of them once over New
Mexico.
‘They’re out there,” he said with conviction. I nodded, but
proceeded into the museum directly past the “contributions
welcome” box.
He is not alone to hold such a belief. Displayed about the
museum were plenty of testimonials, “hard” re-created
evidence, newspaper clippings, and photographs. Keep your
eyes peeled and you’ll find more “proof” in tabloids, books, on
the Internet, and every so often on talk shows. Plenty of folks
believe in UFOs, or lay claim to having been abducted.
Common knowledge holds that the U.S. Government hides
the truth about their existence at Area 51 in Nevada, and as
documented in the secret Air Force investigation into UFOs
entitled “Project Blue Book.”
If you ever spot a UFO you are encouraged to report it to
the National UFO Reporting Center at (206) 722-3000, or drop

Billy Rutherford at Daytona Speedway all setup with the
trailer and EZ up at Biketoberfest. This is the infield
camping area at the speedway that includes water and
electric hookups.
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MEMBERSHIP REPOR
T
REPORT

Ne
w Member Pr
ofiles
New
Profiles
Ramesh Chandra

by Elsie Smith

Novrmber ‘04 Membership stats (as of October 30, 2004)
Membership statistics:
Full members: 469
Associate members: 47
Total members: 516
Number / percent of members electing to download newsletter rather than receiving a printed copy: 78/ ~17%
New Members:
Ramesh Chandra, a doctor, from McLean, VA was referred by Carlton Brown.
Glen McLeod of Olney, MD was referred by Bob’s BMW and rides a K75S.
Dennis and Allison O’Connor of Alexandria, VA are riding a 2000 R1100RT and
a 2005 F650GS.
Rick Porter of Silver Spring, MD rides a 2004 R1150RT.
Renewing Members:
23 members and 1 associate.

Photo by Kevin Nelson

Remember, if you renew and want to get the eBTS, please give us your current
EMAIL address. We’ve been getting checks with “eBTS” noted on them, but
we don’t have your email address (for a courtesy notification). As a member,
you may receive an email from Nancy Oswald for a brief interview about yourself, your bike, why you joined the club, etc. We’d love to have a picture of you
and your BMW. Email to editor@bmwbmw.org with a short note with your name,
what the bike is and where the picture was taken (if applicable).

Nancy, I was surprised when I first
saw your correspondence, later I
came to find out that a buddy of mine
had registered me as a member.
I am a 52 year old Orthopedic
surgeon and have a sports medicine
practice based in Falls Church and
Herndon, VA. I had a 250cc Check
motorcycle (Java) in India when I was
in med school. Since coming to the
USA, I’ve always wanted to pursue
riding the best the world can offer.
After 3 boys (23, 21 & 19) and finally
getting them set in college, I got
myself a R1200C Montauk last May
from Morton’s BMW, and have had a
great summer and an even better fall.
Best Regards,
Ramesh Chandra MD, FACS
(Fellows of the American College of Surgeons)
Mark Hollahan
Hi, I’m motorradmark on the e-board.
I have been riding on and off for 15
years. Started with an 81 KZ 550,
took a few years off, started back
riding KLR 650s with the Marine
Corps, picked up a V-Star 1100
Classic for a while, but that didn’t cut
it, so I became a BMW rider and
haven’t looked back. Currently have a
gray 03 R1150RT, seen daily commuting to/from the Pentagon, and
most weekends, someplace fun. Met
several club members at a Tech Day,
took a next day Breakfast Ride, and
joined up. Looking for a fun bunch of
riders who enjoy riding, and socializing, and BMW2 has fit the bill.
Semper Fi, Mark

Photo by Mark Hollahan

Heres a picture of me and my wife at the Tree of Shame
at Deals Gap, also known as, The Dragon, a stretch of US
129 between Tennessee and North Carolina. It has 318
Curves in 11 miles. It is a great place to test you skills as
a rider, as we did on our K1200RS.
Kevin and Debbie Nelson
Picture in Portsmouth, NH, on a trip last summer.
December 2004
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Long Time Member Pr
ofile
Profile
Bob Henig, #215

Bob Higdon
Sunnyside, Washington

Photo by Mike Enloe

Photo by Bob Henig

Attached is a shot of me with the R1100S I rode in the Alps
earlier this fall following the introduction of the new K1200S
with a few fellow BMW dealers. We had a great time knocking
out as many passes as we could squeeze into three days in Italy,
Germany, and Austria. The weather was great (only a few hours
of rain) with temps in the high 60’s to low 70’s most of the time
with much colder numbers at night to help us sleep better!
Sincerely, Bob Henig

– ended in abysmal failure two years ago when the bike I
was on regurgitated its voltage regulator and began to
hemorrhage at the front crankshaft seal. You can go an
entire lifetime on a bike and never see either one of these
problems. I bailed out, gnashing my teeth and retreating
from Russia as Napoleon and Hitler had done before me.
This current ride has been the latest attempt, but it too
has not been without one disaster: At some point on that
awful road between Khabarovsk and Chita, my angel lost
her head. I don’t know when it happened. Maybe it was
when I wiped out in the sand. Maybe the vibration of those
1,300+ miles of grim hard-pan and gravel knocked her
senseless. I will never know. But she hangs grimly onto my
lapel still, albeit without her right wing or head. She is still
somehow looking out for me, so to speak.
No graven image has ever been such a fine talisman as
this little pin. I thought that I might retire her to a final
resting place on the Olympic peninsula at the conclusion of
this venture, but when the time came for me to search out a
suitable grave for her, I found that I couldn’t do it. Even
without a wing and head, she’s almost always in better
shape than I’m in.
So we’ll keep going, though I’m not altogether sure
where we’re headed now.

Photo by Mike Enloe

Pictures taken at the Tarheel Traveler Halloween campout in
Asheboro, NC; both taken in the Uwharrie National Forest.
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SECRET
AR
Y’S REPOR
TS
SECRETAR
ARY’S
REPORTS
BMWBMW Board of Directors Meeting, 14 Nov 2004
BOD Members present: Rutherford, Smith, Dysart, Largiader,
Rookard, Enloe, Turnbull, Ager, Phelps, Nickum.
BOD Members absent: Spittel, Verrill, Bennett, Graling.
Guests: M. Hassall, V. Turnbull.
President Rutherford called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM
at Battley Cycles in Rockville,MD. In the absence of the Vice
President, Rutherford announced that all the positions for the
2005 BOD had been filled with the exception of Secretary
[It appears we now have a new Secretary!]. Pam Fisher has
agreed to be Safety Chair and Frank Parasi, Treasurer. The new
BOD will be introduced at the Holiday Party in December.
There will not be an award for Hall of Fame award this year;
the BOD unanimously agreed on a nomination for the Member
of the Year award after a review of the nominees. The award
will be announced at the annual Holiday Party.
Secretary; Prior minutes were BOD approved as modified, and
previously submitted and recorded by Elsie Smith.
Treasurer; M. Enloe reported a bank balance of $8,008.70. A
detailed report is part of the minutes.
2005 Rally; M. Enloe reported that he is making progress on a
list of possible alternative rally sites and should have the list
narrowed by the end of January. He is currently visiting sites
for evaluation and presentation to the BOD. It was requested
that the BOD consider moving the rally date for 2006, but the
subject is still open for discussion.
Membership; E. Smith reported the club has 516 total members; 469 full and 47 associates. 78 members are subscribed for
the electronicBTS and more are encouraged to do the same. A
complete report is part of these minutes.
Editor; P. Ager was again praised by B. Rutherford for a great
job with the newsletter. The Editor continues to solicit advertising to offset costs.
Meetings & Events; L. Rookard announced that she is
aggressively working toward an active 2005 events calendar.
The Holiday Party, scheduled for December 12 at JR’s Stockyards Inn in Tyson s Corner, VA, will feature Bob Higdon and
his Around the World trip along with lots of door prizes and
annual riding awards. Reservations are due by December 3rd;
thirteen people have replied to date.
Sales; T. Turnbull conducted a doorprize drawing at the GM
meeting; Battley Cycles provided several items for the raffle.
Government Affairs; M. Dysart is working with his MD
House Representative on both the issues of motorcycle tolls
and the AMA Justice for All agendas. He asked for assistance
from a VA resident; Mike Enloe expressed an interest in
helping.
Rides; E. Phelps has maintained an active schedule of ride
activities throughout this past year. Awards will be presented at
the Holiday Party for the Great States and County Court House
contests. Phelps requested and the BOD approved the disbursement of funds for a display space for the club at the Timonium
Bike Show in February 2005 [the topic is still being discussed].
December 2004

Tech; A. Largiadèr will remind those at the GM meeting about
the close of the Mileage Contest at the end of November.
B. Rutherford adjourned the meeting at 10:55 AM.

General Member
ship Meeting
Membership
November 14, 2004
With nearly seventy in attendance, President Rutherford called
the General Membership meeting to order at Battley Cycles in
Rockville, Md. promptly at 11:00 AM. Rutherford thanked
Battley Cycles for their hospitality, announced that the BOD
election results would be presented at the Holiday Party on
December 12th, continued to urge active participation by all
members in the club s activities and promoted the Mid-Atlantic
Motocross Association events for those interested. Billy waved
his color copy of the electronicBTS and encouraged the
audience to give it a try, but added there will always be paper
copies for those that prefer their hardcopy. He said a quick
calculation shows that the club is now saving over $900 in
printing and postage that can be used for other activities in
2005 (Send your email to Elsie at membership@bmwbmw.org ).
Reports by Committee Chairs:
Treasurer: M. Enloe reported a balance of $8.008.70.
Rally 2005: M. Enloe reported that he is looking at new sites
for the Square Route Rally.
BTS Newsletter: P. Ager encouraged members to submit
articles and pictures.
Events: L. Rookard promoted the Holiday Party scheduled for
December 12 at JR’s Stockyards Inn in Va, reservations due by
December 3rd where Bob Higdon will be the featured speaker.
Many new club events are planned for 2005.
Rides: E. Phelps reviewed this year s events; four poker runs
and reminded the members that the Great States and County
Court House competitions are closing with the winners
announced at the Holiday Party.
Tech: A. Largiadèr reminded the members that the mileage
contest ends November 30 and all year-end speedometer
readings must be in to him before the Holiday Party. Anton
then gave some good, brief tips on winterizing your motorcycle.
Membership: E. Smith reported total members of 516 consisting of 469 active and 47 associates. 78 members actively use
the eBTS and others are encouraged to do so. New members in
attendance were then acknowledged. B. Rutherford pointed out
that there were numerous former Iron Butt members in our
club and at the meeting; Paul Taylor (who won last year), Bob
Higdon, Ed Phelps, Bill Shaw and Elsie Smith.
President Rutherford then introduced the owner of Battley
Cycles, Devon Battley. Devon provided the group with an indepth review of BMW’s new R1200GS and K1200S along with
the Boxer Cup events at Daytona this year. Devon is also active
in fighting issues concerning the rights of dirt bike use on
private property in Montgomery County.
Sales Chair: T. Turnbull then conducted a raffle with items
generously donated by Battley Cycles.
The meeting was adjourned by President Rutherford at 12:05 PM
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TECH REPOR
T
REPORT
Safety switches
Recently I've heard a number of people complaining that
it's difficult to find neutral in order to get their bikes started. In
fact, our motorcycles should be able to start in gear as long as
the clutch is pulled in, but a surprising number of people don't
realize this. There are two or three important safety switches on
our BMWs which should be working properly, and they are all
part of the safety interlock system that protects you and the
bike while starting.
1. The neutral switch, mounted on the back of the
transmission, is electrically closed when the transmission is in
neutral. If you experience a delay before the neutral light
comes on, the switch probably has leaked and let gear oil in.
2. The clutch switch, mounted on the left handlebar
control, is electrically closed when the lever is pulled in. This
is a common and inexpensive switch, but they fail more often
than the others.
3. The sidestand switch, used on all Motronic bikes, is a
bit more complicated; some of them are merely open when the
stand is out, but others have three wires with different connections for each position.
The starting interlocks vary by bike model, but typically
you only need to be in neutral or have the clutch lever pulled in
to start the bike. Some older bikes require that the sidestand is
up as well, but newer bikes can start on the sidestand in
neutral. If you can only start in neutral, or you have to have the
clutch lever pulled in even if you are in neutral, you almost

certainly have a bad switch somewhere.
Sidestand switches are a different story because in addition
to disabling the starter, they can stop the motor. Depending on
the model of bike, this switch either kills power to the control
unit (disabling the starter and the ignition) or disables the
ignition alone, usually only if the bike is in gear. You might
have noticed that if you deploy your sidestand while the bike is
running in gear, it kills the engine. The same thing can happen
if the switch starts to make poor contact while riding, making it
more problematic than the other two switches mentioned.
It's really important that you know how your bike is
designed and then make sure that it works as intended. Stalling
your bike in traffic is a minor annoyance if you can pull the
clutch in and restart, but potentially lethal if you first have to
find neutral with traffic bearing down on you.
Also, you should know how to deal with this on the road if
one of the switches fails or becomes unreliable. First, if your
bike won't start you should get into the most foolproof condition - neutral, clutch in, and sidestand up - to see if that fixes
the problem. If so, one of those switches is bad.
On early Oilheads the sidestand switch alone will keep the
bike from running; follow the wires from the sidestand to the
connector under the left side of the seat. If you can bridge
those two wires, either in the connector or by cutting and
joining the wires between the connector and the switch, you
will fool the bike into thinking the sidestand is always up. With
the clutch switch, doing the same thing will make the bike
think the clutch lever is always pulled in. The neutral switch
works the same way also, but take note that most Oilheads

(Tech Rpt, continued on page 10)
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Aside from your bike, your body’s your most valuable asset. We’ve got a
unique way to protect it. Butt Buffer is unlike any gel or air seat you’ve tried.
It’s a special polymer engineered to eliminate the aches and pains the can
make even the shortest ride seem endless. Available as either a top cushion in
a variety of fabrics, colors and designs or it can be professionally installed on a
permanent basis in your seat. Check out our website for Christmas specials!
To find out more, or to order your Butt Buffer, call us toll free at 866-8595699 or visit our web site at www.buttbuffer.com .
Go
vernment Relations Repor
Government
Reportt
I met with my state representative regarding the reduction
or elimination of tolls in Maryland. He considers the issue a
non-starter, because of the state’s tight budget.
I also spoke to him about the AMA Justice for All campaign that calls for, “...legislation establishing tougher penalties
when traffic offenses or criminal actions by motorists result in
death or serious injury.” He is more hopeful on that score
because the MD legislature will be considering legislation this
year covering road rage issues.
New from theAMA Government Relations News & Notes
monthly news service:
Lee County, Virginia’s Stone Mountain All Terrain
Vehicle Club, empowered by a growing statewide interest in
local mountain trails, has started a grassroots effort to establish
a recognized and regulated ATV trail system on the mountain

for which they’ve named their organization.
Most trails in Lee County traverse private property and
roads constructed for fire control purposes by the Virginia
Department of Forestry. The club would like to see those trails
permitted and regulated for not just off-road vehicles, but also
for hikers, mountain bikers, horse enthusiasts and others.
The club points out West Virginia’s Hatfield-McCoy trail
system, and that after a decade of persistence a once-depressed
area is now beginning to thrive. The West Virginia legislature
approved the creation of an authority to oversee the trail
system, and that authority sells permits that fund trail maintenance, trailhead development and amenities, and enforcement
officers. The system now draws an average of 3,500 riders
monthly. The club speculates that Lee County could do just as
well.
The club has affiliated with state and national organizations related to off-highway vehicles, including the ATVA, and
through contacts made with them, clubs from across Virginia and even from other states in the region - have been visiting
Lee County. They have already received support from the
County Board of Supervisors to allow ATVs to make short trips
from trails to local businesses to refuel or purchase supplies,
and they’re hopeful to get state legislation for the same thing.
(Tech Rpt, continued from page 8)

have a gear position switch in addition to the neutral switch, so
you need to know which one to mess with, and K-bikes don't
have a separate neutral switch at all.
If you have to short out a switch to get your bike working,
keep in mind that your bike isn't really working, it's starting
and running but lacking an important safety feature and you
really need to get the switch replaced and restore the proper
(Tech Rpt, continued on page 15)
10

Between the Spokes © 2004 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington

December 2004

Book Re
vie
w ffor
or Holida
y Giving?
Revie
view
Holiday
by Bob Higdon, #709
This book review appears through the courtesy of the author and the
BMW Riders Association magazine, in which it currently appears.

writing it.” Does that seem like irony to you? No? Me either.
Still, I would like to have seen that diary, except that it (and
every other piece of material that might have offered some
documentary evidence of the adventure) mysteriously disappeared toward the end of his ride. Oops.
I hate to spoil the story, but Heggstad eventually was freed,
despite the meddlesome, evil interference of the FBI, whose role
in this drama is no more coherent than anything else in the book.
To prove that the terrorists never win, he refused to go to a
hospital (despite allegedly losing 50 pounds) or to abandon the
trip. That ought to show them. His “team” back in the U.S.
replaced his bike and equipment. One month after his release, he
was again on the road, facing the endless dangers that constantly
threatened to send him home “as a Popsicle” or “drooling.”
This isn’t a travelogue; it’s a modern variant of the Perils of
Pauline (“There were weeks at a time in South America when I
was uncertain if I would see the sunrise, and that’s not counting
the time with the ELN.”). His woes most often occurred at night
as the intrepid traveler faced a “firehose blast” (page 44) or a
“firehose blasting” (page 47) of rain, ants the size of his thumb,
and God only knows what else. Why didn’t he stop when he
couldn’t see beyond his front tire, you might ask. He couldn’t,
because the most prepared man on earth wasn’t carrying any
camping equipment — not a tent, not a bivy, not even a sleeping
bag. He had to keep going every day until he found a hotel. But
didn’t he know where the hotels were when he started off in the
morning? Maybe, but his sense of time, speed, and distance
evidently needed some refinement. He estimated, for example,
that he could average 70 miles per hour over six hours while
passing through at least two cities. No wonder his teeth were
snapping.
This isn’t just bad, unbelievable writing, with homilies
stacked on platitudes in every imaginable direction. It’s exaggeration to the point of pathology. Heggstad starts at an overthe-top level and launches skyward from there. Maybe you can
overlook the hopeless punctuation (“Thanks bro, but it don’t
work that way, I rode it in, I’ll ride it out.”), the laughable
malapropisms (“sensory depravation” or “parlais vous
Francais”), or his irritating inability to settle on either the past or
present tense. That’s just inept editing.
No, what will get the Viking booted out of the creative
writing class at the Palm Springs Community College is his neoVictorian style that can produce this skin-crawling description of
a sunset: “The cosmos joins in this fiery, roaring silence while
the heavens make love in the shadow of the earth.” In the
presence of such an intergalactic orgy, Heggstad says, “babies
cease crying.”
There is a place for this kind of ludicrous scribbling, but it
isn’t in your library where it might accidentally infect books that
you really care about. Where these wretched excesses belong is
in the annual Edward Bulwer-Lytton fiction contest. BulwerLytton (“It was a dark and stormy night . . .”) is the patron saint
of purple prose. You enter the contest by writing the opening
sentence in the worst of all possible novels. Turn to any page of
Two Wheels to Terror and you’ll find a suitable candidate.
But be sure not to overlook that sunset with the roaring
silence and the heavens humping in the shadows. That may shut
the babies up, but if you read the little tykes that sentence aloud,
I think you’ll soon be hearing their howls in the next county. It
sure brought tears to my eyes.

To the best of my knowledge, no motorcyclist has yet won
the Nobel Prize for literature. That unhappy state of affairs is not
likely to be altered by the publication of Glen Heggstad’s
account of his 25,000-mile ride through Central and South
America in 2001-2002. My real fear is that this overblown,
fulsome book might have set motorcycle prose back 120 years.
The author, a former martial arts instructor from California
and apparently in the throes of a mid-life crisis, decided to ride a
Kawasaki KLR650 to the bottom of South America and back. He
spent a year outfitting the bike and himself to the point where “I
believe I am the most prepared man on earth.” On October 1,
2001, he headed to Mexico.
You have a clue how all this will go before you’ve reached
page one of the book. In the introduction, perhaps to instruct
non-motorcyclists what a harrowing life the biker must endure,
Heggstad describes some of the “numerous risks when embarking on the two-wheeled path to salvation.” Cold? Sure, we’ve all
been cold, but for Heggstad it’s more than that. Freezing cold?
Oh, please. We’re talking about “tooth snapping freezing cold.”
You take off from a traffic light, but when the author cranks up
his bike the blood drains out of his head “from g-force during
hard acceleration.” At the end of a weary day, he doesn’t simply
fall asleep. For him it’s even more than a deep sleep. He repeatedly lapses into a “comatose deep sleep” in his seven and onehalf month odyssey.
We’ve all known guys like this. You tell a story. He’ll tell a
better one. No matter what you say, you can’t top him. You’ve
had a bee fly up your sleeve or down the back of your shirt or
under your helmet? That’s nothing. Heggstad’s bee managed
somehow to fly up under the leg of his pants, maneuver past his
underwear, and sting him in the left testicle. How did he know it
was a bee? Because of the “buzzing sensation of tiny furiously
vibrating wings.” That’s on page 13, and there are 260 pages still
to go.
The self-proclaimed “Striking Viking” could make a twomile ride to the Piggly Wiggly sound like a death-defying
adventure, so you just know there’ll be a real catastrophe
waiting for him down the highway, if for no other reason than to
justify this book’s existence. Sure enough, when he gets to
Colombia, he is taken prisoner by the ELN, a Marxist guerrilla
organization that, among other things, finances its operations
with kidnappings for ransom.
Why did they grab a bug-stained motorcyclist instead of the
vice-president of Exxon? That’s a good question. The ELN was
picking off victims at the rate of almost one a day in 2001. How
many were Americans? Uno, our author. What bad luck, huh?
Here’s a guy who doesn’t work, has no family or monetary
assets that the rebels know of, and has nothing to give up in
exchange for his freedom except a bike, some traveling accessories, and the clothes on his back.
Whatever. The ELN, he says, kept him for five weeks,
marching him up and down hills in the jungle and starving him
for reasons never quite explained. By the 13th day he writes that
“My bones have begun poking through my clothing.” Perversely,
he claims to have kept a secret diary of the ordeal. “Ironically,
had I been caught with it, I would have been beaten to death for Two Wheels through Terror, by Glen Heggstad,Whitehorse Press, $24.95
December 2004
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MEMBERS’ MARKET

MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
04 R1150GS, Yellow, Excellent
condition, 8,200 miles. Original owner;
bought on 21/06/03. Warrantee and 24hr road service (3 yr or 36K mi) is
transferable. BMW system cases
(saddle bags), BMW stock and aftermarket large wind screen, Moto lights,
Backoff lights, Spiegler stainless steel
brake lines, Best Rest Dual Version
metal tool plate cover and tool bag, and
BMW luggage rack. Asking $11,995
contact Marvin at (703) 684-9101 or
marvinben@comcast.net. (11/04)
04 R1150GS Adventure, Silver, Mint
Condition, 2,250 mi, never off road and
impeccably taken care of. Aluminum
BMW GS cases convey w/bike (great
looking and functional). Asking
$13,800 OBO. a.s.altman@att.net ,
Alexandria, VA (12/04)
04 R1100S, Mandarin/Grey Boxer
Prep. 700 miles, brand new, Corbin seat
and cylinder guards. US $10,700. W:
202-623-1839, H: 301-963-2911, or
GEORGEA@iadb.org . (11/04)
01 R1200C, mint condition, 14K miles,
new tires, saddlebags, windshield,
running lights, rear passenger back rest,
etc. Asking $8,900 OBO. Bike is in
Pomona, NY. Contact Abe Pearlman,
PO Box 444, Pomona, NY 10970, 845362-7348. (08/04) [Formerly owned and
enjoyed by the late Michael Pearlman]
99 R1200C, 13,350 mi, excellent
condition, ivory w/blue seat, windshield, air horn, hyperlite brake lights,
Bob’s wrist rest. Always garaged.
$7,500 OBO. Must sell because I can
no longer ride. Chip 703 237 9191 or
chipcliff@cox.net
98 R1100RT, 21K miles. Sinus Blue
excellent condition-garage kept. Heated
grips, cyl guards, BMW top case, Aero
flow windshield, Air Rider gel seat insert.
$10,250. Jim Kent, 703-644-2465 or
vze8msw7@verizon.net (10/04)
94 K75RT, Silk Blue, 37K, one owner,
never down, garage kept, ABS, electric
windshield, BMW Comfort Seat,
excellent rubber, all service recs, Show
room condition, (no dings), European
light switch assy, Many extras to go w/
sale. Asking $5,195 or B/O, Franc
Boulanger 804-741-9323 or
12

FBoula6454@aol.com (09/04)
86 R80RT, 44k miles, Corbin seat w/
backrest, Koni shock, Luftmeister fork
spring kit; K&N; new ME33 & ME55;
new steering head bearings; tall
National screen + stock; stock seat;
reliable; runs great; handles great with
suspension upgrades; garaged in Greene
County N/of Charlottesville VA; $2750;
call Jay @ 434-985-6398 (10/04)
84 R80GS PD, Low miles, blue, w/
special Dakar large tank. $4,000.
Dennis Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
83 R80ST, Low miles, gray, bags,
shields, heated grips; very clean.
$3,800. Dennis Perzynski 410-8754273 (11/04)
78 R100S, Motosport, a rare ‘S’ model
w/extra complete ‘RS’ fairing kit, bags,
orig-owner, low miles. $4,400. Dennis
Perzynski 410-875-4273 (11/04)
75 R75/6, Boxer to restore or perhaps
just ride away. Recent, excellent, 750 cc
top end, rest of drivetrain original R90/
6. Excellent, near-new battery, very
good rubber, brakes, starting, charging.
Lousy paint, scratched/dinged, horn and
lights need work. Extra bars, tank,
$1,200 OBO (lower price). Must sell.
David Shapiro 301-699-8833 or
safety@davidelishapiro.com (08/04)

New 14' Haulmark Kodiak, electric
brake, tandem axle Trailer Toy Hauler
with ramp, two windows and Rally Rig
Conversion. This trailer is set up to haul
one or 2 full size bikes and when you
get to the rally, out come the bikes and
you set up cots or rollaway beds for
sleeping. Folding table goes up for
eating and games. Rally Rig includes
enclosed Porta Potti, sink, kitchen
cabinets, 10 gal water tank with 12V
water pump or city water hookup. 110V
and 12V lights. Deep cycle battery in
the trailer charges as you tow the trailer.
Vinyl floor for hauling bikes. Plush
carpeting rolls over vinyl for living.
Wired to accept roof air conditioning.
Unique 10' x 12' awning allows easy
one person set up. Empty weight 3,000
lbs. Max allowable weight is 7,700 lbs.
Price $9,995.00 - compare at twice the
price. Contact: Info@aitstraining.com
or call Custom Toy Haulers
703.440.0914. (09/04)

About the BTS.
If you want to receive your BTS in full-color
and sooner than you’d get it in the mail, send
a message to membership@bmwbmw.org .
Remember to give us your email address if
you note “eBTS” on your renewal check or
postcard! If you sign up for the eBTS, you will
receive notification when the next issue is
posted to the website. You will no longer receive a printed version via the USPS.

77 Honda Goldwing/EML sport
sidecar, 31,000 mi. Very good condition
$4,500 OBO; 410-775-2231 or
Eabbott410@aol.com (08/04)

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS
Joe Rocket ballistic pants and jacket
XL, in next to new shape. Make
reasonable offer. First Gear mesh jacket
XL-make offer. Leather chaps-cheap.
Call Jon 301-951-6191 or
jtorley_gang@hotmail.com (08/04)
Women’s mandarin/gray/black BMW
Savannah pants, size 6R/EU36, like
new-worn once, $125. Please call
703-644-2465. (10/04)
For a 02-K1200 RS: rear wheel $350;
standard windshield $ 45; Parabellum
windshield, tall $ 80. Jaime Henriquez
301-587-1833, MPCPAngeC@aol.com
(08/04)
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Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to BMWBMW
members and will run for two months.
Commercial vendors may contact the
editor for rates. We request that
display advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the 10th of
the month preceding the month of
publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day of
the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).

Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735
December 2004

BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides are
not fixed in stone nor will a ride take
place if there is a club meeting or other
major event scheduled on that day.
Consult the message boards for late
breaking changes or announcements.
http://www.bmwbmw.org/forum/

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 410256-0970.

Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.

December 2004

CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA
Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’
s Quality Cyc
le
Lap’s
Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Mor
ton’
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
5099A Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408. 540-891-9844.
From I-95 south, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Turn left (north) on U.S. 1,
go one mile to the light at Courthouse Road/Rt. 208. Make a left onto Courthouse
Road, then right at the next light into the parking lot at Morton’s BMW Motorcycles.

Speed’
s Cyc
le
Speed’s
Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take 95 North to Route
100 East. Take first exit to Route 1 North. Go approximately 3 miles. We are located
on the left just before Levering Avenue.

BMWBMW Ride-T
o-Eat’
s
Ride-To-Eat’
o-Eat’s
Ride-To-Eat’s (RTE) are informal
gatherings of BMWBMW members
who meet for dinner. These gatherings
are regularly scheduled for the first and
third week of each month and are
always planned and announced on the
club’s web message board. Typically,
the Virginia RTE is the first Wednesday
and the Maryland RTE is the third
Thursday. The restaurant is always
different and the dates occasionally
change. Additionally, impromptu ride
to eats are always popping up.
Interested? Check out the message
boards Events section and look for
“Ride-To-Eat” or “RTE”.

Interested in
Riding in Me
xico/
Mexico/
Central America?
Check out the message boards
at www.bmwbmw.org under
Organize a Ride>Anyone
interested in Central America
T a club event.
NOT
2006? This is NO
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HOLIDAY CHEER

The famous year-end celebration at Bob's.

Saturday,
December 18,
9AM -4PM

You're
INVITE
D!
It's o

ne part
don’t w y you
an
to miss t
.

Please HELP!
This holiday season Bob’s asks for
TOOL donations for OUR HOUSE.
Please bring any new or used tools
(carpentry, plumbing, or any type of
construction), or gift cer tificates to
Home Depot or Lowes to give to this
worthy cause. Thanks!

UNBELIEVABLE DEALS NOW!

OUR HOUSE is a Maryland
non-profit dedicated to helping
at-risk young men get a new start
through instruction in the building trades,
academic subjects, and community service.
Learn more at www.our-house.org

Buy a new BMW… and Get THIS!
Great Model
Selection!

'04 K1200 RS
'04 K1200 GT
'04 R1150 RT
'04 R1150 RS

Bob's and/or Bob's
Cash Rebate!
Bucks*
od we
$1000
$3000
are so go
The dealsand
here!
orh them$2000
$2500
can't publis
now or
web site$1500
$2000
Go to our or
e!
d out mor
Call to finor
$1500
$2000
APR

'04 R1100 S
'04 R1150 R
'04 Rockster

Special

Bob's
Bucks*

Apparel for
ALL Seasons
Shop NOW for bargains
before next
year's styles
show up!
Still plenty
to choose
from. SAVE!

0.9% & 3 FREE Pymts & $500
Visit
our
0.9% & 3 FREE Pymts & $500
web
site!
0.9% & 3 FREE Pymts & $500

… And even MORE DEALS on K1200LT, R1200 Cruiser models,
F650 models. Call now to find out more!
*What are Bob's Bucks? It's money you can spend at Bob's on Apparel, Parts,
Accessories, Insurance and Service Contracts, Gifts & Gadgets—just about
anything in our store except motorcycles, service labor, or Edelweiss travel.

ACT NOW or MISS OUT!

Certain restrictions apply. Credit customers must be approved by BMW Financial Services at the Elite
level to receive the rates quoted here. Call Bob's BMW today or visit our web site to get all the details.

bobsbmw.com
1.888.269.2627
10720 GUILFORD ROAD
COLUMBIA/JESSUP, MD 20794
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CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
Dec 12, 2004
BMWBMW Holiday Party at J.R.’s Stockyards Inn at Tyson’s Corner VA.

Jan 14-16 2005

http://wdc.motorcycleshows.com/imswdc/V40/index.cvn

2005 Cycle World Motorcycle Show, presented by Toyota Trucks, at the Washington Convention Center.

Feb 11-13 2005

http://www.motorcycleevents.com/cgi-bin/mea/calendar.pl?id=6652

2005 Mid-Atlantic International Motorcycle Show, at the MS State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd, Timonium, MD.

Ma
y 13-15 2005
May

http://www.ironbutt.com/natmeet/default.cfm

Code-named "Omaha 2005", this inaugural IBA National Meet is meant to facilitate the cohesion of the Long Distance riding community.

Jul 21-24 2005

http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally/rally05/index.htm

2005 MOA International Rally, Allen County Fairgrounds, Lima, Ohio.

Oct 6-9 2005

http://www.bmwra.org/

33rd BMW RA International Rally, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW events or events
unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events
throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at http://www.bmwbmw.org.
(Tech Rpt, continued from page 10)

function of the bike. Even experienced
riders who think they don't need these
interlocks make mistakes once the
interlocks are disabled. It's in our nature
to start to rely on systems that always
work for us. Likewise, if you are simply
working around a bad clutch switch or
neutral switch by relying on the other,
you should deal with that also lest a
second failure leave you stranded on the
road somewhere.

Photo by Phil Ager

Send In Your Milea
ge!
Mileag
Remember, the club mileage
contest ends at midnight, November 30. Send your final mileage to
Anton at mileage@bmwbmw.org

A memorable sunset in Melbourne, FL
in Oct. Had to skip courthouses for two
weekends for the opportunity to visit
Key West with some riding friends.
This is where the color pdf works well!
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Please check appropriate box
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address

❑ I decline a paper newsletter; I can read Between the Spokes on the club’s website!
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

BMW MOA Mbr# :___________

Age group:
G 16-25 G46-55
G 26-35 G56+
G 36-45

Referred to BMWBMW by:

MEMBERSHIP DUES

G
G
G
G
G

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Elsie Smith, PO Box 77, Olney, MD 20830-0077

10/1/2004

Between the Spokes
c/o Elsie Smith
P.O. Box 77
Olney, MD 20830-0077

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs

BMW RA Mbr# : ____________
AMA Mbr# : ________________

I’m willing to help with the
following areas or committees:
G Government Affairs
G Membership
G Newsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & Events

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

FIRST CLASS

