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George Brosseau (BMWBMW #11) was for-
mally recognized as a club “Founder” recently at his 
home in Reston VA.  George (BMWBMW #11), 
who was stricken with MS in the mid-eighties, was 
unable to attend the Club’s Holiday Party in Decem-
ber. 

George served two terms as Club president in the 
late seventies/early eighties.  He was a “shaker and a 
mover” and “was passionate about the club’s wel-
fare and direction, motorcycling safety and the pub-
lic’s perception of motorcyclists.  George is respon-
sible for a lot of the positive aspects of our club as it 
exists today” and is still actively involved in the 
Club’s activities.  In fact he promised to read the 
current draft of the Club history and, with wife 
Irma’s assistance, to add anything relevant to his 
active years in the club. 

The “Founder’s Award” was presented by Joe 
Grant (BMWBMW #35) who had served as 
George’s vice president.  Said Joe, “It was my pleas-
ure … I know him and Irma very well.” 

The Club hopes to see George and Irma at a fu-
ture General Membership Meeting. 

Special Presentation 

 The club has had a booth at the Baltimore 
Bike Show for many year. This year we did double 
duty as the following weekend we were also at the 
new Mid-Atlantic Motorcycle Show in Timonium 
Maryland. Our mileage contest winner, Don Arthur, 

BMWBMW at the Shows 

by Ed Phelps 

Photo by Phil Ager 

Continued on page 15 

Photo supplied by Joe Grant 
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Annapolis, MD 21404 
 

or by e-mail: edi-

tor@bmwbmw.org. 

 
ASCII text files on 3.5" PC-format 
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World Wide Web: 
http://www.bmwbmw.org 

President: Billy Rutherford 
president@bmwbmw.org 

H:703-455-6942 
W:703-440-0914 
Fax:703-440-9005 

Vice-President: John Nickum 
vp@bmwbmw.org 
H: 301-469-9503 

Secretary: Phil Ager 
secretary@bmwbmw.org 
H: 301-203-0600 
W: 703-325-3661 

Treasurer: Mike Enloe 
treasurer@bmwbmw.org 
H:  540-338-1263  
W: 703-265-5087 

Government Affairs: David Beddoe 
government@bmw.bmw.org 
H: 703-560-1237 
 
Internet: Ted Verrill 
webmaster@bmwbmw.org 

Meetings & Events: Doug Schirmer 
events@bmwbmw.org 
H: 540-341-7840 
 

Membership: Linda Tanner 
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THE 2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SAFETY 

by Ed Phelps 
 
BMWBMW offers the Experienced Rider Course to its members 

 Mark April 20th on your calendar. If you haven't been through a 
ERC, or if it has been a while, then this may be the perfect time to con-
sider sharpening your skills.  
This will take place at Bob's 
BMW and is a full day of class 
study and riding the exercises. 
The costs are $55.00 for Mary-
land residents and $80.00 for 
out of state. We can only ac-
cept 12 riders so sign up before 
the class is filled up. Contact 
Ed Phelps at (410) 781-7521 
or email at 
safety@bmwbmw.org 
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(As some of you may know, BMWBMW's own Bill 
Shaw is a regular contributor to Motorcycle Consumer 
News.  I thought the following article, which appeared in 
the February 2003 issue of MCN, might be of interest to 
club members given its technical content and the fact that 
it also involves one of the local dealers.  The following 
article is printed with permission from MCN.  Ed.) 

 
 When BMW introduced the R1100RS in late 

1993, it was a radical departure from the much be-
loved, albeit outdated, air-cooled R100 Boxer it re-
placed.  With 90 bhp pulsating from a completely 
redesigned air/oil-cooled engine, BMW’s newest 
“Oilhead” boxer was adorned with a number of tech-
nological improvements such as ABS brakes, 
Telelever front suspension, Parlaever rear 
drive/suspension, new seat and brake/clutch levers, 
an adjustable windshield, grips, a catalytic convertor 
and … fuel injection.   Unfortunately, many R1100 
owners complained to their dealers about what is 
now universally referred to as “surging.” 

Although it is equipped with an oxygen sensor for 
closed-loop operation, the Bosch-manufactured Mo-
tronic Engine Control Unit (ECU) actually operates 
in two modes, open and closed loop. In open loop 

the fueling data is read from a programmed map, and 
typically, any high-load situations cause the ECU to 
go into open loop. In closed loop mode, the system 
relies on the oxygen sensor to control fueling. This is 
where the bike operates most of the time, under light 
acceleration and cruise, and this is where most of the 
surging occurs.  The problem is that, despite being 
emissions friendly, BMW’s closed loop system is too 
lean to provide a smooth power output. 

Some innovative but unsuccessful solutions un-
dertaken by dealers/owners to solve this problem 
included replacing the OEM multi-electrode spark 
plugs with Autolite spark plugs, substituting or re-
moving the Cat Code Plug (or CCP, which defaults 
the fuel system to a rich condition, but one that can 
damage the catalytic converter), replacing the intake 
manifold with one from another R1100 model, 
and/or finely tuning the throttle bodies.  The results 
of these efforts demonstrated that each bike reacted 
differently to these changes, and no universal rem-
edy was found for those Oilhead engines that exhib-

ited severe surging. 
Complicating matters even more was BMW’s 

steadfast refusal, until recently, to acknowledge that 
a surging problem existed within R1100/R1150 
model bikes.  (See MCN’s April 2002 Letters for the 
details.)  And since marques like Ducati, Triumph 
and Harley Davidson also have EPA-approved, fuel-
injected motorcycles that don’t surge, to put it 
kindly, this situation has puzzled many Oilhead own-
ers.  Now almost ten years and one engine revision 
later, surging remains the proverbial albatross 
around BMW’s neck in these otherwise superb mo-
torcycles. 

Identifying the problem proved to be relatively 
easy.  Finding a solution, however, has not been as 
straightforward since the degree to which the surg-
ing affects some R1100/R1150 engines, even of the 
same model, varies widely. 

Mark Dobeck, former President of Dynojet, be-
gan working on a solution.  It was determined that 
the too-lean mixture that results from closed loop 
operation was responsible for the surging, which 
might be thought of as a stagger due to inadequate 
combustion.  His idea was to modify the fuel injec-
tion signal after it leaves the factory ECU in an ef-
fort to make the injectors remain open a few milli-
seconds longer to provide a slightly richer mixture.  
Dobeck developed two analog controllers (The Fuel 
Nanny and the Techlusion 83i Power Box) and later 
a digital control box (Techlusion Fuel Injection 
(TFi)) through his new company, Techlusion Per-
formance Group.  However, these devices were a 
cure for some, but did not completely eliminate the 
surging on every problematic Oilhead and were not 

Techlusion R259 For 
BMW’s R1100/R1150 

By Bill Shaw 

“...despite being 

emissions friendly, 

BMW’s closed loop 

system is too lean 

to provide a smooth 

power output.” 
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the universal panacea he had hoped for. 
To address this concern, Techlusion Performance 

Group enlisted support from Battley’s Cycles in 
Gaithersburg, MD, a company that they had an over 
15 year R&D relationship with Dobeck.  This col-
laboration resulted in the latest generation controller, 
the Techlusion R259. 

Where the Techlusion R259 differs from its 
predecessors is that it now modifies the signal to the 
ECU to add fuel in the closed loop mode based on 
input from the oxygen sensor.  The oxygen sensor is 
the primary fuel control used in the problematic 
closed loop operation.  This sensor allows the ECU 
to maintain a supply of residual oxygen in the ex-
haust gas stream which is then used by the catalytic 
converter to 
behave as an 
afterburner for 
any unburned 
fuel.  Because 
Techlusion 
believes that 
the oxygen 
left after com-
bustion is a 
result of a 
lean fuel-air 
ratio which 
creates the 
surging, the 
R259 slightly 
richens the 
fuel mixture, 
thus reducing 
the surging or 
hunting. The 
oxygen sensor 
signal is the only ECU input that is modified with 
this device. 

Tom Buzas, the General Manager at Battley’s Cy-
cles, allowed us to test a pre-production Techlusion 
R259 installed on a new, 2003 R1150RT.  With only 
150 miles on the odometer, this test was a worst-case 
scenario in many respects since surging is more evi-
dent on newer Oilheads, partly because the BMW 
bore finish is so hard that full cylinder/ring break-in 
takes significant time and mileage. 

The Techlusion R259 was connected to the wiring 
harness via five wires:  two wires to the oxygen sen-

sor, two wires to one fuel injector and a ground wire.  
The device itself was conveniently attached to the 
top of the air box under the driver’s seat.  Battley’s 
Cycles fabricated a multi-pin connector so we could 
disconnect the Techlusion R259 and convert it back 
to stock operating mode quickly.  We also made sure 
the stock CCP was in place, and using BMW’s 
MoDiTeC computer, also ensured that there were no 
fault codes and that the oxygen sensor was actually 
working when the Techlusion R259 was connected. 

In stock operating mode, our test bike exhibited 
all the characteristic symptoms of lean surge; i.e., 
“hunting” was evident at constant throttle in every 
gear, from 2,800-5,000 rpm.  To gain familiarity 
with its individual behavior, the bike was ridden 

stock for 
another 150 
miles before 
connecting 
the Techlu-
sion R259.  
We immedi-
ately noticed 
an improved 
throttle re-
sponse and 
our seat-of-
the-pants 
impression 
was that the 
engine was 
“livelier” 
throughout 
the entire 
rpm range.  
The surging 
that was evi-

dent only minutes before in virtually every gear was 
completely eliminated in 1st – 3rd gears, and was 
scarcely noticeable in 4th – 6th, and only between 
4,300-5,000 rpm.  But being the persistent skeptics 
that we are, we established three test criterion to ob-
jectively evaluate the Techlusion R259 on the 
R1150RT. 

 
 Test #1 – Fuel Economy Test 

Miles per gallon is an important benchmark for 
many BMW owners, so an 86-mile loop consisting 
exclusively of highway miles was laid out.  We ran 
the route back-to-back in the two configurations, 
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stock and modified, in order to minimize the affects 
that temperature might have on the fuel economy.  
Traveling 65 mph in stock mode, we averaged 43 
miles per gallon.  With the Techlusion R259 con-
nected, we got the same mileage: 43 miles per gal-
lon. 
  
Test #2 – Emissions Test 

Our attention was then directed to exhaust emis-
sions.  With the R1150RT fully warmed to operating 
temperature and using a PACGas 5-Gas Analyzer, 
we tested the carbon monoxide (CO), hydrocarbons 
(HC), carbon dioxide (CO2), oxygen (O2) and ox-
ides of nitrogen (NOx) gases with and without the 
Techlusion R259 activated (it should be noted that 
this was a static test and not performed under load).  
From the results of the exhaust analysis it appears 
that the Techlusion R259 is indeed richening the fuel 
mixture as evidenced by the slight increase in CO 
emissions.  See the gas analysis chart caption for an 
explanation of the various gases. 

 Test #3 – Dynamometer Testing.  Finally, 
and to test our initial seat-of-the-pants impression, 
we made 12 dyno runs on the R1150RT, six without 
the Techlusion R259 connected and six runs with it 
connected on Dynojet’s Model 150 chassis dyna-
mometer.   Although there was only an average in-
cremental increase of 1.1 peak horsepower with the 
Techlusion R259 connected, it should be noted that 
this horsepower increase is within the margin of er-
ror of even the most skilled dyno operator.  How-
ever, there was a marked increase with respect to 
throttle response on the graph.  The near vertical and 
linear lines in every gear also peaked as high as 5 
horsepower over the stock settings showing a meas-
urable and improved throttle response. 

In fact, the Techlusion R259 appears to operate 
within the parameters of BMW’s closed loop mode 
without any apparent detrimental effect.  To the con-
trary, there is a slight increase in horsepower and 
throttle response that does not appear to adversely 
affect the fuel mileage or emissions.  And although it 

does not completely 
eliminate the surging, 
it does significantly 
reduce the worst ef-
fects of these symp-
toms and makes the 
bike much more 
manageable and 
pleasant to ride at 
constant throttle set-
tings. 

Unlike the ancient mariner in Samuel Coleridge’s 
classic poem, BMW has not been able to rid itself of 
the fuel injection “surging” albatross that has 
plagued many R1100/R1150 engines.  And just as 
the aftermarket has stepped forward to provide relief 
in the form of self-canceling turn signals for 
R1100/R1150 owners, it has also found a solution 
that virtually eliminates the problematic surging di-
lemma on many Oilhead engines. 

Retailing for $249.99 from Battley’s Cycles, the 
Techlusion R259 can be installed on any BMW 
R850/R1100/R1150 motorcycle and should be avail-
able in February.  We are very impressed with the 
effectiveness of this system, which, as tested, has 
just reached the final prototype stage.  While we 
don’t hesitate to recommend it, we are eager to hear 
from those of you who purchased the produc-
tion systems, to find out if it works as well for 
you as it has for us. 

  STOCK Techlusion R259 CONNECTED 

  IDLE 2500 4500 IDLE 2500 4500 

HC 6 8 49 1 3 68 

CO 0.00 .01 2.21 0.00 .02 3.83 

CO2 6.98 9.14 7.88 7.26 9.30 7.06 

O2 10.75 7.50 7.41 10.19 7.29 7.44 

NOx 15 49 62 15 41 57 

There is no one ideal proportion of gasses for 

all engines, but consider that CO (carbon monox-

ide) is a measure of burned fuel and HC 

(hydrocarbon) is a measure if unburned fuel.  

High HC is a special concern with bikes equipped 

with catalytic convertors as mixtures much richer 

than normal (considered to be 14.7:1 air/fuel) will 

destroy the catalyst.  NOx (Nitrogen oxide) is a 

toxic gas, and the one that gives smog its nasal 

sting and characteristic light brown color.  NOx 

increases with combustion heat while HC drops – 

another compromise.  Poisonous CO (carbon 

monoxide) is formed when inadequate O2 (oxygen) 

is present, reducing the harmless CO2 created by 

combustion.  For best power, all the O2 should be 

burned and excess HC would be tolerated, but for 

the cleanest running we want the maximum por-

tion of fuel burned and higher oxygen emissions 

would be okay. 



March 2003 6 Between the Spokes    ©2002 BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington 

 

SECRETARY 

Secretary's Report, General Membership 
Meeting, 12 January 2003. 

 
 About 42 club members attended the member-

ship meeting at the Sign of the Whale restaurant in 
Falls Church, VA.  Billy Rutherford opened the 
meeting at 1110 by introducing himself and thanking 
everyone for their support in the recent election, 
“even though he ran unopposed!”  He then thanked 
the attendees for a solid turnout on a very chilly 
morning.  Billy asked if there were any new mem-
bers present; Chris Thayer, Burt Upchurch, and 
Henry Winokur all introduced themselves, as did 
Paul Dicaprio who’s just starting his search for a 
lightly-used BMW. 

Billy went on to say that the club would have a 
presence at the Baltimore Bike Show and at the new 
International Motorcycle Show in Timonium in Feb-
ruary.  He added that the club could really use its 
two newly purchased banners at just such events.  If 
you happen to know where they ended up after the 
Holiday Party at LaFerme, would you please contact 

a board member! 

Billy then asked if the secretary had anything to 
report.  Phil Ager remarked that he’s inherited the 
History Project, and asked for any assistance that 
current members may have to offer.  [Soon thereaf-
ter, Joe Grant indicated his interest in helping to pro-
duce a product worthy of this big club.] 

New club treasurer, Mike Enloe, said he just re-
ceived the club’s bank records, but he’s looking for-
ward to another successful year for the club.  Billy 
indicated that the club ended the year with a balance 
of $9,794 after Holiday Party subsidies and special 
remembrances for the honorees. 

New BTS editor, Mike Walsh, asked that anyone 
interested in helping the editor would be welcomed 
onto the committee!  As always, he said to email 
your materials to him and you soon may see your 
story in print.  Steve Coburn remarked from the pea-
nut gallery that he appreciated Mike volunteering to 
take over the position from Bob Higdon (who will 

soon be residing much further to the south)! 
Billy remarked that the board is again discussing 

an electronic version of the newsletter.  He said he 
preferred to receive several of his publications in 
softcopy.  You get colored materials and you can still 
print the pages you want to be portable.  Billy went 

on to thank Ted Verrill, the new Internet chair, for 
his efforts in redesigning the website.  Ted remarked 
that he’s implemented a new yahoo group broadcast 
in order to get late-breaking news out to all inter-
ested members, and he intends to implement a ro-
bust Rally Site to reach many more potential atten-
dees. 

Doug Schirmer, the Meetings & Events chair 
asked for inputs on potential new locations for club 
meetings since we sometimes get a large turnout or 
one that might attract more attendees.  He also asked 
for suggestions for possible speakers on any perti-
nent topics.  He reminded everyone of the next 
membership meeting at Bob’s BMW on 9 Feb. 

The membership chair, Linda Tanner, said that 
the membership is holding steady at about 580 total.  
Billy said he didn’t plan a big push for more mem-
bers, but that the new tri-fold handout produced by 
Elsie Smith will certainly have a positive impact.  
Brian asked if anyone had firm numbers on the big-
gest national BMW club, and Billy said the Yankee 
Beemers have also claimed to be the biggest (but he 

thinks they’re closer to 500).  Irv Warden said he 
planned to add a snippet referencing these conflict-
ing claims into a future issue of On The Level. 

Bill Shaw then reported that the Square Route 
Rally would be held 30 May – 1 June at Camp West 
Mar.  After an initial meeting with his rally co-chair, 
Brian Horais, they intend to keep the attendance fee 
at $30 pre-reg and $35 at the gate.  They’re hoping 
to get Larry Grodsky of Rider magazine to firmly 
commit to speak at the event in the near future.  If 
Larry can be locked in, Bill mentioned an opportu-
nity (for the lucky few) to sign up for his “Stayin’ 
Safe” on-the-road motorcycle class 
(www.texmoto.com/texmotomainrides/stayinsa
fe.htm).  Bill said there would be more rally plan-
ning meetings, and he asked for volunteers to com-
mit their time and energy to help make this year’s 
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rally a big success.  Steve Coburn asked Bill to 
consider moving the musical entertainment to 
Friday night.  Anton Largiadèr, the Tech chair, 
remarked on how he planned to create a cut-
away boxer engine for the rally, and asked for 
volunteers if anybody wanted to help apply 
their creativity and muscle to the effort.  Anton 
also said everyone should’ve recorded their 
starting mileage for 2003, and sent it in to 
mileage@bmwbmw.org.  He’ll be discussing a 
challenge to get more folks participating in fu-
ture BTS issues.  {Many people riding modest 

amounts can add up to a ton of mileage.} 
Billy said he wants to involve new members 

in familiarization rides. These are meant to in-
troduce the new folks to the ‘Old-timers’ and to 
try to improve everyone’s group riding skills.  
He’ll work with Jim and Ed on these rides as 
the weather picture starts to improve. 

With no further business, the meeting ad-
journed at 1140 with several members lingering 
for lunch at the Sign of the Whale. 

 
Secretary's Report, Board of Direc-
tor’s Meeting, 12 January 2003. 

 
 The BoD met at the Sign of the Whale be-

fore the General Membership Meeting.  Those 
in attendance were: Billy Rutherford, John 
Nickum, Phil Ager, Mike Enloe, Brian Horais, 
Bill Shaw, Doug Schirmer, Linda Tanner, Ted 
Verrill, and Mike Walsh, as well as members 

Bob Higdon, Elsie Smith, and Irv Warden.  The meeting 
was called to order at 0940. 

Billy began the meeting by bringing up the status of the 
BMWBMW Hall of Fame plaque.  It’s currently main-
tained in storage, along with all of the club’s possessions.  
Billy mentioned that he’d like to see in displayed at Bob’s 
BMW, at least for some TBD period.  Elsie thought is 
should remain in storage.  Linda said she wanted to pub-
lish the Hall of Fame in the upcoming Directory, and eve-
ryone agreed.  After some additional discussion no further 
action was proposed; issue was tabled. 

Billy handed out the samples of the tri-fold brochure 
produced by Elsie Smith.  Everyone was very pleased with 
her effort.  She asked that any suggestions or comments be 
sent to one individual; John was appointed.  Linda made 
the motion to authorize Elsie to spend up to $1,200 on the 
purchase of 5000 brochures; Mike Enloe seconded and the 
motion carried.  Bill Shaw later suggested she get BMW 
NA’s blessing to use some of their images (she did and the 

brochures made it to the Balto Bike Show). 
The group then discussed the utility of a permanent 

mailing address for all club business.  The idea sounded 
good, but with the regular turnover of the board members 
the implementation could become bothersome.  John 
Nickum said he’d check on the costs and benefits of this 
proposal through a local provider, such as Mail Boxes Etc. 

Billy asked that the previous set of minutes be ac-
cepted.  John made the motion, Mike Walsh seconded and 
the motion carried. 

John reported that he still hasn’t gotten a response from 
the MOA regarding his inquiries concerning BMWBMW’s 
responsibilities at their national rally.  He recently emailed 
the President and the Executive Director for further infor-
mation since the rally chair is unresponsive. 

Billy remarked that the treasury balance was $9,794 at 
the end of the year with outflows due to the Holiday Party 
and the purchase of new BMW2 reflective stickers. 

Mike Walsh asked for some guidance in his duties as 
the new newsletter editor.  He stated he can use Adobe Ac-
robat at work, but he’s limited to M/S Publisher at home.  
Someone proffered that the majority of our members join 
the club just to get their hardcopy newsletter.  It was men-

tioned that each hardcopy BTS now costs about $1.25, and 
an electronic version could provide a significant savings to 
the club (due to printing & postage costs).  Elsie volunteered 
to help Mike learn some new Adobe skills with regard to 
the electronic_BTS potential.  Unlike the Yankee Beemer’s 
newsletter that Billy mentioned, Brian remarked that a 
public electronic version could be delayed for a couple of 
months before it was put up on the 

Continued on page 10 
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SURGING 

AMA PLANS "RIDE INTO 
POLITICAL ACTION" SEMI-

NARS  
The AMA Government Rela-

tions Department will conduct 
another round of its popular 
"Ride Into Political Action" semi-
nars. 

The seminar is an intense, 
day-long crash course in political 
action for motorcyclists and all-
terrain vehicle riders. It helps 
participants learn how to work 
with other motorized recreation 
groups, maintain relations with 
elected and government officials, 
and how to affect legislation.  

The seminar is scheduled for 
March 8 in Great Falls, Mont., 
and March 29 in Charlotte, N.C. 
More seminars will be scheduled 
throughout the year in other parts 
of the country. 

 For information contact 
Terry Lee Cook at (614) 856-
1900, ext. 1288, or by e-mail at 
tcook@ama-cycle.org. 

 
 AMA OUTRAGED BY 

MANDATORY BIKER OR-
GAN-DONOR BILL 

 
The AMA has expressed its 

outrage at a proposed law in New 
Mexico that could make some 
motorcyclists into forced organ 
donors. 

 The proposal, introduced 
in the New Mexico Legislature 
by state Sen. Allen Hurt (R-
Waterflow), would allow the har-
vesting of organs from any mo-
torcyclist who doesn't wear a hel-
met and is declared brain dead as 
a result of an accident. Hurt's bill, 
designated Senate Bill 239, spe-
cifically states that: "a person op-
erating a motorcycle without a 
helmet and who, as the result of 

an accident, is pronounced brain 
dead pursuant to Section 12-2-4 
NMSA 1978 by a licensed physi-
cian shall become an organ donor 
regardless of whether the person 
made an anatomical gift by com-
pleting the organ donor state-
ment…"  If the bill becomes law, 
it would take effect on July 1. 

 "Classifying an entire 
group of citizens as nothing more 
than organs to be harvested isn't 
just demeaning to motorcyclists, 
it's offensive to all Americans," 
he said. noted Sean Maher, AMA 
director of state affairs. 

 The AMA is organizing 
opposition to the Hurt proposal. 
www.AMADirectlink.com. 

 
AMA Acts To End Health-

Care Bias Against Riders 
 
 Following intense efforts by 

the AMA, legislation has been 
introduced in Congress to end 

health-care discrimination against 
motorcyclists. 

 In the '90s, Congress 
passed a law meant to bar em-
ployers from refusing to cover 
motorcycle-related injuries in the 
health-care coverage they offer 
employees. But federal bureau-
crats reversed that law, writing 
rules to allow health-insurance 
discrimination against motorcy-
clists and others who engage in 
legal activities like skiing, snow-
mobiling, ATV riding or horse-
back riding. This new legislation 
would correct that action. 

Riders and others who want to 
end this type of insurance dis-
crimination are urged to send let-
ters to their federal lawmakers 
asking them to support the Fein-
gold-Collins bill. An easy way to 
send your message is to use the 
AMA Rapid Response Center at 
www.AMADirectlink.com. 
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BOB’s 
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web site.  Then the membership would still feel that 
they’re getting their money’s worth with their dues. 

Mike Enloe was searching for some leads as far 
as the treasurer’s responsibilities.  Billy said that the 
club bills by the quarter, and Mike just needs to 
watch his newsletter to see when ads appear.  A 
rough estimate would be to anticipate about $500 of 
revenue per month.  Billy gave Mike a memo with 
the information about the Treasurer’s responsibili-
ties. 

Ted Verrill reported that the new web design was 
up and running; he asked for constructive feedback 
from everyone.  He also mentioned the implementa-
tion of two new broadcast groups through Yahoo.  
He added that about 300 members are now sub-
scribed.  He emphasized his philosophy to have 
more content, and fewer broadcasts.  It sounds like 
we all need to plan accordingly.  He asked that the 
club procure a necessary copy of M/S FrontPage that 
sells for about $150.  Brian motioned to buy a copy, 
Linda seconded with no objections. 

Doug Schirmer said he’s trying to get a handle on 
the bike shows.  He mentioned that two of the 
BMW2 banners have gone missing since the dinner 

at LaFerme.  He said the February meeting was 
scheduled for Bob’s BMW, and he’s looking for a 
host for the March meeting (now set for REI).  Billy 
remarked that last year’s meeting ran too long, and 
Doug was asked to try to relay to Bob (and all other 
hosts) that we’d like to limit the time after the offi-
cial meeting for the host’s remarks to about 15 min-
utes.  When asked about arranging for speakers at 
club meetings, Billy said it’s up to Doug to apply his 
judgment.  Whatever topic would be of interest to 
faithful is fair game. 

Bill Shaw then reported that the Square Route 
Rally would be held 30 May - 1 June at Camp West 
Mar.  He said he’d sent advertisements to both the 
MOA and the RA for publication.  He said that Larry 
Grodsky of Rider magazine is 70% committed to 
supporting his request; he hoped to get a firm com-
mitment to speak in the next two weeks.  If Larry 
can be locked in, Bill mentioned an opportunity to 
take his “Stayin’ Safe” On-The-Road motorcycle 
class.  Bob Higdon remarked that Larry is a great 
riding instructor – “very cerebral.”  Bill said that 
Don Graling will help with the registration, and 
Elsie Smith will again help with the advertisements 

Secretary, Continued from page 7 

Continued on page 15 
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TRACK DAY- We have a date! 
  

 FRIDAY, JUNE 6
th

 is the date we have come up 
with for our club track day at Summit Point. I’ve 
negotiated with Brian Summers, who runs the track 
school for MARRC, to have a day of instruction and 
riding for our club at Summit Point Race Track near 
Charlestown West Virginia.  The format should be 
similar to what is done at other track schools, alter-
nating classroom instruction and track time to prac-
tice what we are learning.  This is not a road racing 

school.  Most riders with at least a year of riding 
under their belt could benefit from this and it is 
really fun.  Consider it a step beyond the MSF Ex-
perienced Rider Course. 

Cost will be $200 each if we have at least 30 par-
ticipants, $225 if less than 30. 

Plus there will be a small fee ($5 or so) to get into 
the track for the day.  Send your $200 to me  by 
April 7th.  Make checks out to BMWBMW.   If we 
have less than 30 people, we will collect the extra 
later. 

We will be sharing the day with other groups but 
will not be out on the track at the same time as them.  
MARRC runs a school to qualify 1st time amateur 
racers and also holds open track time.  These would 
be the folks using the facilities on the same day as 
us. 

MARRC has agreed to exempt us from some the 
bike preparation required for their road race school.  
We don’t have to safety wire anything and normal 
coolant is OK.  BUT we have to attend a short class 
to learn track rules and flag signals AND our bikes 
have to pass a tech inspection.  These are required 
for any track school.  To save time on the track day, 
Brian has suggested we complete the track rules 
class and tech inspection before hand, the week of 
track day.  This also has the advantage of giving a 
person time to fix a problem before the track day 
rather than not participating because of a tech in-
spection issue at the track.  He will arrange for the 
class and tech inspection to be done at Fast Lane 
Cycles in Chantilly on Tuesday and Thursday eve-
ning before our Friday track time.  It shouldn’t take 
more than an hour and a half.  For those who can’t 
make the Tuesday or Thursday tech inspection, 
Brain agreed to do this at the track, the morning of 
our school.  More details on bike preparation later 
and confirmation of the days and times for the tech 
inspection at Fast Lane.  Don’t panic about the tech 

inspection.  They are 
interested in things 
like fluid leaks, ade-
quate tire tread and the 
like.  So bring a clean 
bike with good brakes 
and new or almost new 
tires. 

Here are answers 
from MARRC to ques-
tions that came up at the club membership meeting 
on Feb. 9th. 

 

• Helmets - a full face helmet is required i.e. no 
open face helmets. We do not necessarily require a 
Snell 2000 approval, however we always encourage 
riders to wear the best protection equipment that 
they can buy. 
 

• Track bikes - yes, you can bring a non-street 
legal track bike to the class.  You can bring any mo-
torcycle you like so long as it passes technical in-
spection, and presumably a track bike would. 
About insurance - MARRC has some kind of mini-
mal insurance policy although MARRC would not 
be a target for a lawsuit because they are a not for 
profit organization and basically have no money.  
We still require signature on a waiver.     Individuals 
are required to have health insurance (although we 
will not attempt to verify this).   This is common to 
any similar event.  If you would like to see an exam-
ple of the type of legalese and verbiage please go to 
the web site and download the roadracing school 
application. 
 

 If you want to do some website browsing, here 
are some addresses of interest: 

http://www.summitpoint-raceway.com/ 
http://www.marrc.org 
http://www.fastlanecycles.com/ 
http://www.ccsracing.com/ 
http://www.wera.com/ 
 
 Contact me with questions, concerns or want to 

help out.  More details to follow. 
Tod Waterman 
16 Holmehurst Ave. 
Catonsville, MD 21228 
twaterman@mindspring.com 
 H:  410-719-0369, W:  301-286-7137 
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MEMBERS’ MARKET 

 

MOTORCYCLES FOR SALE 

 
94 R1100RS, black, 60K, tall 

Parabellum & stock windshields, 
hard luggage, ABS, heated grips, 
new battery. Motorcyclist 
magazine’s “Motorcycle of the 
Year” for ‘94. $5500 or best offer. 
Don McKeon, 
Don@BooksIntl.com, 703-661-
1562 (W), or 703-979-5818 (H). 
(03/03) 

 
00 R1100R, 25,000 miles, great 

condition, Pacific Blue, Heated 
grips, Hard bags, Tank bag, Moto 
lights, Good tires, New brakes, 
Serviced at Bob's & Battley 
Cylcle's/$7,500 obo This is a great 
bike, I am buying a bigger bike. 
Please call Scott Ruete at 301-482-
2670 or email sruete@comcast.net 
(03/03) 

 
83 R65,  under 34K miles, 

brilliant blue, in good, clean 
condition and running well, but 
now needs new fork seals/
oil.  Dealer serviced, recent 
Metzlers, new battery, Corbin 
leather seat, Koni rear shocks, 
BMW small sport fairing (painted 
to match), tankbag, BMW factory 
manual and parts ID book, BMW/
Krauser bags and many other 
extras. Garaged, near 
Annapolis.  $2400/obo.  Andy 410-
729-1933 (03/03) 

 
02 F650GS Dakar, 8K. 

Immaculate. Givi bags, 
Hawkeoiler, custom tankbag, two 
accessory plugs, Techlusion module 
(zero surge), Wrist Rest, 12K left 
on tires. Serviced by Battley, 
detailed by Shaw.  Warranty to 
12/04.  $7,300 negotiable.  Bob 
Higdon, 202-966-3291, 
higdon@ironbutt.com. Photos: 

www.ironbutt.com/f650gs/
index.htm.(03/03) 

77 R100/7 with 1974 Jupiter 

sidecar (USSR, sliding front end) 
82K, rebuilt engine and rear end, 
Windjammer, 2 seats, bags, trunk, 
oil cooler, and more;  $5000, Irv 
Warden (703) 751-5297 
Iwarden@aol.com. (01/03) 

91 GS1000-Paris Dakar, 
$5500. red & white, exc. cond., 
always garaged; Parabellum, 
Corbin solo, BMW bags, many 
extras; under 50k miles; Call after 
10 Feb, Joe Grant 703-532-5242 
(01/03) 

 
92 K75 standard w/ 45K 

miles. Red, one owner, in great 
condition, always garaged, 
regularly maintained. Extras 
include a Corbin seat w/ passenger 
backrest (in addition to the stock 
seat), BMW saddlebags, 
windscreen, Clymer manual, and 
cover. $4,000 firm. Call 410-795-
8638 or e-mail 
patrick_birck@msn.com. (01/03) 

 
92 K75 RT ABS Blue, 26k 

miles.  Original owner, 
Maintenance log, Good  
condition; Flaws:  ABS warning 
light is on; half inch crack in side 
of seat; one handlebar grip is 
torn.  Extras: BWW tank bag; 
Clymer manual; filter wrench; OSI 
cover.  $4,500.  Alan Crosby
(1165).  540-822-4008   
alancrosby@aol.com. (01/03) 

 
PARTS & GEAR FOR SALE 

 

Moto-Sport Panniers w/ 

mounts for F650GS $100; DARR 
boxes, the real deal Spam cans, no 
mounts $100, BMW tank bag for 
F650GS $75 Ron Orem 410-581-
3751 or ROrem@aol.com (01/03) 

 

BMW Kalahari riding suit 

with Gortex liner; jacket size 50 
(L), pants size 60 (XL), good 
condition, $175; Irv Warden (703) 
751-5297 Iwarden@aol.com  
(01/03) 

 

Waterproof boots. Herman 
Survivors, dark brown lace-up 
with Vibram soles and Sympatex 
liner. Style MW 9458, Size 11 
medium (Euro 45). See 9-Inch 
upland game boot on web page 
http://www.shoespx.com/Herman/
Herman_Survivors_Shoes.html. 
Worn two times, just a little large 
for me. In box for great Christmas 
gift.  $70.00. 202-363-0292, 
bbarton@prodigy.net (12/02). 
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Professional Wheel RebuildingProfessional Wheel RebuildingProfessional Wheel Rebuilding   

 

Richie GrinspunRichie Grinspun              703-569-7045 

     703-352-5400 x: 411 

 
$165 per wheel 

Includes relacing with stainless steel 
spokes and nipples and completely  

  

BMWBMW breakfast rides are 

informal gatherings of members who 

meet for breakfast and ride afterward. 

Not all members participate in the 

after-breakfast rides, and many 

members like to show up solely for 

the breakfast. Interested? Show up 

early, look for tables with motorcycle 

helmets, and don't be shy about 

introducing yourself! If you'd like 

more information, or to volunteer to 

lead a ride one weekend, call the 

rides chairman. 

 

Note: Schedules for breakfast rides 

are not fixed in stone nor will a ride 

take place if there is a club meeting 

or other major event scheduled on 

that day. 

 
 

Baltimore Breakfast Ride 
1st Sunday, 8 a.m. 
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa 
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-882-

3155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping 
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads, 
across from the Home Depot at I-695 
& Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 
410-256-0970. 

 

Maryland Breakfast Ride 
3rd Sunday, 10 a.m. 
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick 
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-

271-7373. Directions: Take I-270 
north to Frederick, MD and continue 
north on U.S. 15. Take the first 
Thurmont exit. Turn right at stop 
sign, then left at traffic light.  The 
restaurant is 1/4 mile on your left. 

 
Virginia Breakfast Ride 
4th Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Town 'N Country Restaurant, 5037 
Lee Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 
540-347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 
west to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) 
toward Gainesville/Warrenton. 
Follow U.S. 29 south for 6.5 miles.  
The restaurant is on the left. 

CONTACTS & DIRECTIONS BREAKFAST RIDES 

Battley Cycles 
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From 
I-270 take Shady Grove Road east.  At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove 
becomes Airpark Road.  Go straight another 2.1 miles.  Battley's is on 
the left. 
 
Bob's BMW 
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take 
Exit 38-A east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the 
first traffic light and turn right onto Guilford Road. Bob's is less than one 
mile on the right.  
 
Lap's Quality Cycle 
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, 
take Duke Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right 
onto Colvin. Lap's is a few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, 
take Duke Street west to a left on Roth, then same as above. 
 
Morton's BMW 
9816 Court House Road, Spotsylvania VA 22553. 540-891-9844. From 
I-95, take exit 126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Go north (left) on U.S. 1 to 
the third traffic light (Hood Drive/VA 636). Turn left onto Hood and turn 
left again onto Court House (VA 208). Morton's is approximately 3 miles 
on the right.  
 
Speed’s Cycle 
6360 S. Hanover Road, Suite L, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. 
Take I-95 to Exit 43A, MD 100 east. After 0.9 mile exit onto U.S.1 
north.  Go 1.3 miles to South Hanover Road. Turn right. Go 0.5 miles to 
Harwood Business Center, turn right, and go around to the rear building. 

 
La Ferme Restaurant 
7101 Brookville Road, Chevy Chase MD 20815.  301 986 5255 or 301  
986 4840. From the north side of the beltway take Connecticut Avenue 
south. Cross East-West Highway (Rt. 410). One-half mile south from 
there turn left onto Taylor, which ends at Brookville. La Ferme is across 
the street, just to your left. From D.C. take Connecticut north 0.9 miles 
from Chevy Chase Circle. Right on Taylor. Follow directions above. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 9, 2003 (11:00 am) 
REI, Bailey’s Crossroads, VA 
BMWBMW general membership meeting. Board of directors meeting to follow. 
 
April 13, 2003 (11:00 am) 
Speed’s Cycle, 6360 S. Hanover Street, Suite L, Elkridge, MD 21075; 410-379-0106  

     BMWBMW general membership meeting. Board of directors meeting to follow. 
 
     May 30 –June 1, 2003 
     Camp Westmar 
     BMWBMW Square Route Rally 
 

Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by "BMWBMW." The events listed above can be either official 

BMWBMW events or events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our 

membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the 

club's web site at www.bmwbmw.org. 

and program genera-
tion. 

Linda Tanner said 
that she is seeking in-
formation on the cur-
rent members of the 
Hall of Fame and the 
complete list of Past 
Presidents for publica-
tion in the forthcoming 
directory.  She indi-
cated that the member-
ship stands at 582: 525 
full and 77 associates.  
She mentioned that 
she’d like to get an up-
dated copy of the File-
Maker Pro 6 (from 4.1) 
[a new version is about 
$300 whereas an upgrade 
from vers 5 is only $149 

– Oh well]. 
With time running 

out, Mike Enloe mo-
tioned to adjourn at 
1055, Linda seconded.  
The board broke in 
time for the 1100 gen-
eral membership meet-
ing at the Sign of 

the Whale. 

was kind enough to lend 
us his K1200LT as the 
main attraction in our 
booth. It sure got the at-
tention at both shows 
when people saw the 
poster that stated "One 
Bike, One Year, 117,000 
Miles". We were handing 
out new information fly-
ers that Elsie Smith cre-
ated for the club. Anton 
had a slide of BMW Mo-
torcycles running at one 
time. Our new banners 
were up.  There was no 
mistaking we were ready 
to talk BMW's. 
Thanks to all the mem-
bers that gave their time 
to work at the shows and 
also thanks to Don for 
giving up your bike for 
over a week. I could not 
have done it without all 
the help from Steve Saul. 
If you didn't work at the 
booth you missed a good 
time. Join us next 
year. 

Shows, Cont.  from page 1 Secretary, Cont.  from page 10 
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Motorcycles 

(Year, Model, Mileage) 

#1______________________  

#2______________________  

#3______________________  

Total miles on BMWs _______  

Referred to BMWBMW by: 

________________________  

Name ___________________________________________  

Associate ________________________________________  

Street ___________________________________________  

City, State, ZIP ____________________________________  

Occupation _______________________________________  

Phone Home (____) __________  Work (____) ___________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m interested in helping in the 
following areas or committees: 
 
�   Government affairs � Rally 
�   Membership � Rides 
� Newsletter � Safety 
�   Sales �  Technical 
�   Meetings & events � Internet 

BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
Application for Membership/Change of Address 

Membership (check appropriate box) and mail to Linda Tanner 
� New Member   � Renewal   � Change of Address 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 Regular Member $20.00/year 
 Associate Member $7.50/year 

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address 

as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have 

voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings. 

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to: 
Linda Tanner, 8290 Crestmont Circle, Springfield VA 22153 

Between the Spokes 
c/o Linda Tanner 

8290 Crestmont Circle 

Springfield VA 22153 

FIRST CLASS 

BMW MOA :___________ 
BMW RA #:  ___________ 
AMA #: _______________ 

Age group: 
�   16-25          � 46-55 
�   26-35          � 56+ 
�   36-45 


