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2004 Election Results ffor
or
BMWBMW Boar
d of Director
s
Board
Directors
The membership has voted, although it was an
excetionally light turnout, and elected the Board of Directors
for the year 2004 as follows:
President:
Vice President;
with three write-ins:

Treasurer:
Secretary:
BTS Editor:
Internet Affairs:
Government Affairs:
Membership:
Meetings and Events;
with four write-ins:

Square Route Rally 2004;
with five write-ins:

Rides:
Safety:
Sales:
Technical;
one write-in:

Billy Rutherford
(an OPEN position)
Mike Chessnoe (1 vote)
Bert Spittel (1 vote)
Jim Fletcher (1 vote)
Mike Enloe
John Nickum
Phil Ager
Ted Verrill
Mark Dysart
George Falcon
(an OPEN position)
Doug Schirmer (1 vote)
Reg Jackson (1 vote)
Rita Hassell (2 votes)
Linda Tanner (1 vote)
(an OPEN position)
David Beddoe (1 vote)
Jim Fletcher (2 votes)
Bob Ryan (2 votes)
Brian Horais (1 vote)
Bill Shaw (1 vote)
Ed Phelps
Don Grayling
Tom Turnbull
(an OPEN position)
Jerry Cook (1 vote)

The Nominating and Elections Committee thanks those
that voted.
In November, the Open positions were filled by courageous (and cajoled) volunteers. Bert Spittel agreed to become
Vice President, Linda Rookard volunteered to organize
Meetings & Events, and Marvin Bennett said he’d be Rally
chair. The current board voted to accept these individuals onto
the 2004 BoD. The board is still soliciting another enthusiastic
volunteer to co-chair the rally, as there is a lot to do for this
club event.
One voter’s comment: “Promote motorcycle events open
to all brands to encourage members to ride more, list in BTS
each month. This includes charitable rides/events. Ask
(Election, continued from page 3)
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NEWS FLASH! Holida
yP
ar
ty
Holiday
Par
arty
Sc
heduled ffor
or 11 Jan 2004
Scheduled
The holiday party has moved to P. J. Skidoos in Fairfax,
Virginia. Skidoos is a popular watering hole with great food to
boot. We will have the entire banquet facility with its separate
entrance from the main dining area (directions are in the
directions section, page 18). The date is Sunday, January 11th.
Mark your calendars to catch up with old friends and fellow
riders, as well as meet new friends.
Hor d’oeuvres and cocktails will be served at 5:00 pm and
dinner at 6:00 pm. There is a registration form on page 4.
Please return it, along with your check, to the address
provided. All forms must be received by January 5th so that
I can place your dinner requests.
Dinner selections are:
• Chicken breast stuffed with Portobello mushrooms,
mozzarella cheese and fresh spinach in a dill cream
sauce, rice and green beans
•

9 oz. Filet Mignon, baked potato and green beans

•

Fresh broiled Salmon in a lemon butter glaze with
oven brown potatoes and green beans

We’ll also have salad, dessert, and coffee or tea. If you
would like to choose a vegetarian entrée, please note it on the
registration form.
There will be an cash bar for libations of all sorts.
In an effort to encourage participation, BMWBMW will
again underwrite a portion of the cost for all members who
attend. The cost for the dinner will be $25.00 per person.
(Holiday Party, continued on page 4)
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Between the Spokes
Editor:
Mailing:

Phil Ager
Dave & Angie Talaber

Between the Spokes, the monthly
newsletter of the BMW Bikers of
Metropolitan Washington, is published solely for the use of its
members. Any copying and/or
duplication of any of its contents
without the written permission of
BMWBMW is strictly prohibited.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will run
for two months. Commercial vendors
may contact the editor for rates. We
request that display advertisements
be submitted electronically no later
than the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the 10th day
of the month preceding the month of
publication (e.g., May 10 is the
deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749

Ad
dress Chang
e
Address
Change
Please use the membership application/address change form on the
newsletter’s last page and mail to:
Linda Tanner
8290 Crestmont Circle
Springfield VA 22153

Club Affiliations
BMWBMW is chartered as BMWRA
Club No. 15 and BMWMOA Club
No. 40.

www.bmwbmw.org
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THE 2003 BO
ARD OF DIRECT
ORS
BOARD
DIRECTORS
President: Billy Rutherford
president@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-455-6942
W: 703-440-0914
Fax: 703-440-9005
Vice-President: John Nickum
vp@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-469-9503
Secretary: Phil Ager
secretary@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-203-0600
W: 703-325-4074
Treasurer: Mike Enloe
treasurer@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-338-1263
W: 703-265-5087
Gov. Affairs: David Beddoe
government@bmw.bmw.org
H: 703-560-1237
Internet: Ted Verrill
webmaster@bmwbmw.org
Mtgs & Events: Doug Schirmer
events@bmwbmw.org
H: 540-341-7840
Past President: Bob King
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Membership: Linda Tanner
membership@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-690-4763
Newsletter: Philip Ager
editor@bmwbmw.org
Rally: Brian Horais & Bill Shaw
rally@bmwbmw.org
H: 703-385-5944
H: 703-860-2434
Rides: Jim Fletcher
rides@bmwbmw.org
H: 301-352-3348
W: 410-765-1611
Safety: Ed Phelps
safety@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-781-7521
W: 410-760-0072
Sales: Tom Turnbull
sales@bmwbmw.org
H: 410-987-8842
Technical: Anton Largiadèr
tech@bmwbmw.org
H: 610-506-3616
704 Rock Creek Road, #B
Charlottesville, VA 22903-3836
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Letter to the Editor

What Will It Take…
By James Pellenbarg
What will it take to motivate more club members to participate in club activities?
We recently had our annual Oktoberfest. The grand total of folks attending was a
paltry 20 people out of over 600 members! Granted the event wasn’t publicized until
the last moment and it was hidden within the minutes of the previous club meeting in
the newsletter, but that doesn’t account for the diminishing attendance over the past
few years. In the past few weeks, I have spoken with a number of club members about
the poor participation we have been seeing at club events and am still very puzzled by
this trend. Oktoberfest used to draw 60-80 people. It has always been a wonderful and
relaxing weekend away from normal life. A very low key and do-your-own-thing kind
of weekend. Ed Phelps and his wife did a spectacular job of arranging for and preparing the dinner this year. I realize that Speed’s Cycle had his Grand Opening and that
Morton’s BMW had their Oktoberfest, but I can’t imagine that over 580 members
went to those events. And they were morning/day events. Ours was day/evening.
Attendance at the Baltimore breakfast is usually limited to a “core” crew. Where are
all the other folks who live in the Baltimore area? Don’t get me wrong. We always
have a good time, but I can’t help but wonder how much more fun we all might be
able to have if more of our members turned out for some of these events. It doesn’t
bother me if there are members who are in the club simply for the newsletter and the
club discount. Whatever floats your boat. But there must be more of us out there who
like to ride and given the right reasons would have a ball participating in club events.
Okay, so here’s my question. I’m putting this out to the membership as an open
question, so give it some thought and let me know any ideas you might come up. If we
need to change some of our events or come up with new ones, here’s your chance to
put in your two cents worth. Give it some thought and then email me your ideas and
I’ll forward them to the board of directors.
jpellenbarg@juno.com

MILEA
GE CONTEST!
MILEAGE
By Anton Largiadèr
The BMWBMW mileage contest will end the evening of December 7th. Please
use the website, send in your information to me in the mail, or email me at
mileage@bmwbmw.org. If you don’t get a reply within a reasonable period of time,
send it again—there have been some missed emails in the past and I want all of the
entries I can get!
If you prefer to mail in your form, please send to:
Anton Largiadèr, Technical Chair
704 Rock Creek Road, #B
Charlottesville, VA 22903-3836
We had 53 entrants this year and I want closing mileage from all of you.
Please send me your final numbers, and get ready to start it all over again in
January, 2004!
Mileage awards will be handed out at the Holiday Party at P.J. Skidoos. See
you there!
(Election, continued from page 1)

membership to find new rally location. This also exposes other riders to both BMW
motorcycles and BMWBMW club members at those events. People want to ride.
There were more BMWBMW members at the Ride 4 Kids on Sept. 14, 2003 than at
the club meeting!” A second voter said: “To Square Route or not Square Route, that is
the question. Perhaps we, the BoD, need to fight a holding pattern. Look to see where
the trends are leading. We may have reached the top of the sinewave, and we’re falling
back to a smaller state of equilibrium. We’ll see.”
December 2003
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TREASURER’S REPOR
T
REPORT

HOLID
AY P
AR
TY
HOLIDA
PAR
ARTY
My goal was to organize a delicious and affordable dinner in an easy
to get to location with hopes of having
many first time members come and
enjoy the company of fellow BMW
riders. I hope to see many familiar, as
well as many new faces as we ring in
the New Riding Year!
- Doug Schirmer
Aoccdnr ig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deons’t mttaer
in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are,
the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist
and lsat ltteer be at the rghit pclae. The
rset can be a total mses and you can
stlil raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod
as a wlohe. Amzanig huh?
submitted by Linda Rookard

✁

By Mike Enloe
As of 11/10/2003, our account balance is $8,439.24. From 10/11- 11/10, the club
had income of $1305.00 from membership renewals and BTS advertising and expenses of $1897.88 for BTS printing, postage, membership costs, and meeting space
rental.
BALANCE 10/10/03 9,032.12
10/12/03 2095 Linda Tanner - Membership Expenses .................... (670.00)
10/12/03 2096 Doug Schirmer - Meeting rental at Overlea ............ (100.00)
10/20/03 2097 David Talaber - Nov-Dec BTS postage ................... (647.20)
11/10/03 DEP BTS Advertising - 3rd Qtr. ....................................... 1,025.00
11/10/03 DEP Membership Dues ........................................................ 280.00
11/10/03 2098 Ken’s Speedprint - Nov 03 BTS............................... (480.68)
TOTAL INFLOWS ........................................................................... 1,305.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS ...................................................................... -1,897.88
NET TOTAL...................................................................................... (592.88)
BALANCE 11/10/03 8,439.24

✁

✁

2004 Holida
yP
ar
ty - Registration Form
Holiday
Par
arty
Sunda
y, Jan
uar
y 11, 2004 • P
.J
airfax, VA
Sunday
Januar
uary
P.J
.J.. Skidoos, F
Fairfax,
Hor d’ouvres & Coc
ktails at 5:00pm, Dinner at 6:00pm
Cocktails
❏ YES, I/WE WANT TO JOIN THE P
AR
TY!
PAR
ARTY!
Enclosed is $ __________ for ___ adults ($25/person)
Send your check, payable to BMWBMW to
Doug Schirmer
6239 Beverleys Mill Road,
Broad Run, VA 20137
Ph: 540-341-7840
Please include SASE if you would like an acknowledgement of your registration.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRA
TION IS MOND
AY, J
ANU
AR
Y 5, 2004!
REGISTRATION
MONDA
JANU
ANUAR
ARY
Name ____________________________________________________ o Chicken Breast o Filet Mignon

o Broiled Salmon

Name ____________________________________________________ o Chicken Breast o Filet Mignon

o Broiled Salmon

Address ________________________________________________ City __________________________ State ___ Zip _____
Telephone (H) __________________________________________ (W) _____________________________________________
I/we hereby waive, release, and hold harmless the BMW Bikers of Metropolitan Washington and P.J. Skidoos for any liability
resulting from damage, loss, or personal injury while attending the 2004 Holiday Party. This waiver extends to my heirs,
executors, administrators, and assigns.
Signature _________________________________________ Signature _____________________________________________
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Messa
ge Boar
ds Make it Happen
Messag
Boards
By Mike Enloe
Are you wishing you had someone to ride with? Maybe you want to check out a
fall festival or go leaf-looking, but don’t want to ride there alone. Or maybe you need
some technical advice on how to fix that minor problem with your bike that you just
can’t lick. Do you have unused parts or riding gear that you would like to sell? I have
the solution for you for all of these problems and more: The BMWBMW message
boards.
Several months ago, BMWBMW changed Internet providers and with the change,
gained access to a wonderful online message board product. Ted Verill, our
webmaster, has set up a number of forums to group topics and help users get the most
from their visit. Never used a message board or online forum? It is easy and anyone
with internet access can do it.
Start out by visiting the club’s website, www.bmwbmw.org. From there, click on
the Message Boards link. When you first visit the site, you can read all of the posts in
any of the forums. There are areas for General Chat, Technical questions/discussions,
Events, Rides, For Sale, and many more. Spend a few minutes to familiarize yourself
with the different forums so that you can see what the site has to offer.
While anyone can post to the site, you will get the most benefit by registering.
Don’t worry, we are not collecting your email address to sell to advertisers. If you are
worried about spam, then set up a free email account, such as netscape.com or
yahoo.com, and use it (this is a good spam prevention tip regardless). Registering
allows you to create a user name, add an avatar (a buddy icon or picture), create a
signature, receive private messages, and much more. After registering, you should sign
in before posting new comments.
A few months ago, I was able to find a fellow club member with a TwinMax and a
few minutes to help me synch my throttle bodies. The bike is running better now,
(Message Boards, continued on page 10)

MEMBERSHIP
By Linda Tanner
Regular Members: 499
Associate Members: 66
Total Membership: 565
New members since 1-Oct-03
Jim Bade of Lorton, VA
K75
Donald Drasheff, Jr., of Chambersburg, PA
R1150GS Adventure & a Harley
Robert Egge, Jr., of Alexandria, VA
R1150RS
Ron Mason of Warrenton, VA
2004 R1150GS

December 2003
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SECRET
AR
Y’S REPOR
T
SECRETAR
ARY’S
REPORT
By Phil Ager

BMWBMW Boar
d of
Board
Director
s Meeting
Directors
9 No
vember 2003
November
The BoD met at future board
member Mark Dysart’s house prior to
the General Membership Meeting.
Those in attendance were: Billy
Rutherford, John Nickum, Phil Ager,
Mike Enloe, Ed Phelps, Bill Shaw,
Doug Schirmer and Linda Tanner, as
well as members Mark Dysart, Don
Graling, George Falcon and Lona
Soule. The meeting commenced at
0935.
Bill Shaw discussed the possibility
of the BMW Rider’s Association 2004
Rally being held at the Canaan Valley
Ski Resort in WV, and said the RA
would appreciate some site support
from nearby clubs. It was mentioned
that supporting their summer rally could
take the place of the Square Route
Rally, but most board members felt the
need to carry our tradition forward –
especially for the 30th anniversary.
{And we sincerely thank Marvin
Bennett as the first volunteer to step
forward for next year’s SRR! We hope
to find him an assistant – any others
willing to help out there?}
Billy brought up the need to fill the
remaining board positions; Linda
thought it might be worthwhile to offer
people who serve some sort of perk
(like a BoD tee shirt or a membership).
Mark remarked that he had tried several
times to volunteer for Government
Affairs, but a board member never
contacted him. Billy apologized for the
neglectful treatment and thanked Mark
for his persistence.
Billy said that he had a nice ride
with Jim Pellenbarg and a dozen other
riders for the Baltimore Breakfast ride.
He added, though, that there was no
safety briefing so he still wants to get
some rides captains trained so there will
be less chance of trouble on club rides.
Bernie Stuecker was given credit for
managing the Virginia Breakfast ride,
but Billy wants to identify someone to
host the Maryland Breakfast ride in
Thurmont. Future safety chair, Don
December 2003

Graling, said that he’d arrange to show
the group riding video in order to train
some ride leaders.
John next discussed the election
results saying he had received all of 14
ballots (Linda added that she had one
returned to her without postage).
Obviously those members running for a
position were unanimously elected.
Billy indicated that Linda Rookard had
volunteered to serve as Meetings &
Events chair, and he reminded the group
that Anton had said he would continue
as Technical chair (unless someone else
came forth). John made a motion to
recognize Linda Rookard as the new
Meetings & Events chair and for Anton
to continue in his Tech position; Linda
Tanner seconded and the motion carried
unopposed.
John went on to explain the rules
for Member of the Year and BMW2
Hall of Fame; thanking Phil for digging
into the club’s records for factual
documentation. John distributed the
rules and basically said we can’t
nominate anyone at this time. Any Hall
of Fame nominee needs to be nominated by 1 Sep in order to be researched
and presented to the membership for
approval on the annual ballot. The
Member of the Year award was established by the board in 1993 to recognize
“members who work quietly behind the
scenes to improve both the club and the
motorcycle community.” This individual
is recognized at the Square Route
Rally’s award ceremony. John wants the
HoF information published in the
membership directory under Article IV,
Elections, with an addendum for MoTY.
Billy thanked John for reporting the
status of these awards saying we have
some work to do before the next rally.
Billy inquired if the secretary had
anything to report. Phil responded that
he was converting the November
newsletter from Publisher 2002 into
Adobe PageMaker in an effort to shrink
the large file size with regard to the
electronicBTS. Billy said the November
BTS looked great and thanked Phil for
taking over the editor’s position on
short notice.

Billy said the new board will be
announced at the December general
meeting at REI. He said the club needs
some new stickers with George Falcon’s
address as he takes over membership
responsibilities.
Doug then reported on his arrangements for a holiday party. It will be held
on Sunday, 11 Jan at P. J. Skidoos on
Route 50 in Fairfax. He said hors
d’œvres at are 5:00 pm and dinner’s at
6:00 pm. Selections include: stuffed
chicken breast, filet mignon, and
broiled salmon (as well as a vegetable
pasta option). Linda motioned to
subsidize the meal in the amount of
$5.00 in order to encourage a good
turnout, bringing the individual price to
$25 ($20 for the vegetarians). John
seconded with all in favor. Doug added
that premium beer and wine will cost
$4.50, while well drinks will be $3.50.
Doug inquired about bringing an
unwrapped toy to the event as in
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(Secretary’s Report, continued from page 7)

previous years; we’ll skip the toy donation this go-round. Doug
went on to say the next board meeting will be at Caribou
Coffee, next door to REI (at 09:30). The subject of the Baltimore Bike Show came up, and Ed Phelps said he’d contact
Paul Taylor about exhibiting his GS in the show. Ed thought
the Timonium show was going to be bigger and better than last
year.
Mark asked if there were any particular topics of interest
he needed to focus on with regard to government affairs. Ed
remarked that many more states are repealing their helmet
laws, but we’re mostly concerned with any issues affecting the
two-wheeled community. Phil suggested that motorcyclists
should be exempted from paying tolls, as on the Route 301
bridge.
With time running out before the membership meeting, the
board meeting was adjourned at 1044.

General Member
ship Meeting
Membership
November
9 No
vember 2003
Over 45 club members attended the monthly membership
meeting at Battley Cycles in Gaithersburg. Billy Rutherford
called the meeting to order at 1115. He asked if there we any
new members in the audience; we were deluged with stories by
Phil Wilson, Linda Goodwin, Bob Brendel, and Marvin
Bennett. Phil explained that he had to buy two BMWs to suit
his needs, Linda explained that she and her daughter ride
BMWs, and she and husband Sam are MSF instructors, Bob
said he comes from a Law Enforcement background, and
Marvin recently returned to DC and was happy to have his old
member number restored. Welcome all to BMWBMW; we
hope to see you participating in more club activities in the
future.
Billy began by saying the election results were tabulated
by the vice president, John Nickum, and the entire slate of
candidates had been approved (by the 14 votes cast). He said
that the club still needs interested individuals to fill two
positions: vice president and rally chair, and the audience was
reminded that the 2004 Square Route Rally would be the 30th
anniversary (subsequently Bert Spittel agreed to become the
new VP, recently-returned member Marvin Bennett agreed to
become the rally chair, and past-president, Linda Rookard, has
agreed to become meetings & events chair). Billy next acknowledged the secretary’s efforts to edit and produce the
November newsletter after current editor, Mike Walsh, departed D.C. on a new assignment.
Linda Tanner reported that the membership had dipped to
565: 499 Full & 66 Associate members.
Doug Schirmer reported that this year’s holiday party is
actually scheduled for Sunday, 11 January, at P.J. Skidoos in
Fairfax. He said hors d’œvres will be at 5:00 pm and dinner is
at 6:00 pm. Selections include: filet mignon, stuffed chicken
breast, and broiled salmon (as well as a vegetable pasta
option). Doug then said that the next membership meeting
would be at REI in Fairfax near AAA at Fair Oaks. He indicated the board would meet at Caribou Coffee next door to REI
at 0930.
December 2003

Photo by John Nickum

Billy asked Gordon Boltz if he had an announcement
concerning the 2004 RA Rally. Gordon explained that a
decision was due to be made on the site selection for their rally.
He intimated that the Canaan Valley ski area is the front-runner
because of its abundance of fine roads and good rooms.
Gordon said this summer’s rally at the Barber Motorsports
Center was a terrific location, but the attendance was only
about 2,000 when they had hoped for 3,000. So stay tuned for
future RA news.
Member, Tod Waterman, then inquired if he should pursue
another track day training event at Summit Point Racetrack.
Billy thanked Tod for his offer and said he thought the special
track event was well worth pursuing. Although there had been
a hiccup concerning the refund policy in June, he said that
those issues can be addressed as new ground rules are established for 2004. Tod indicated the MARRC instructors were
pleased with the past session and would like to try it again (if
there are enough registrants).
Ed Phelps, next year’s rides chair, then said he planned to
devise a seasonal, long ride intended to boost overall club
mileage. Bob Higdon suggested riders visit every county
courthouse in the US, there are some 3,300 of them (Bob
implied he’s already visited more than a handful). Ed reminded
everyone of the annual AMA Polar Bear Run that kicks off
from Loehmann’s Plaza on New Year’s Day morning.
Billy then thanked Battley Cycles for hosting the club, and
Drew Alexander came forward to make a pitch to the membership and to give away some Battley tee shirts. Drew said
they’re going to offer club members 15% off on the purchase
of a Techlusion fuel injection controller for R-bikes as well as
15% off the installation labor through the end of the year. Drew
also invited everyone to check out their BMW showroom
“downstairs” where Paul Mihalka has set up office. He then
pulled Phil Wilson’s, Steve Mackison’s, and Chris Kleponis’
names from the door prize raffle bag. Then Devon Battley drew
visiting Goldwing rider, Sam Goodwin’s name for a free
subscription to RoadRUNNER magazine. Devon next presented the inimitable, Bob Higdon, a 600,000 mile achievement certificate and bronze medal from BMW NA. Bob
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(Message Boards, continued from page 5)

thanked Devon for the recognition but said the bike(s) did all
the work. “I just sit there and twist the throttle.” He also tipped
his hat to Paul Mihalka at the back of the room who now has
over 800,000 miles; they agreed that only five people are
recognized as One Million Milers on BMWs. Devon went on to
say he’s no longer racing bikes on the racetrack, but he’s
having a lot of fun racing with his mates on his ¼ mile dirt
track. He also said he had a wonderful visit to Spain to see a
world championship motorcycle race, and that the 120K
enthusiastic fans made for a very exciting environment. He
closed by saying he’s been enjoying hunting for interesting dirt
roads on his R1150GS.
Billy closed by saying that there were no nominees this
year for BMWBMW Hall of Fame. He said the board would
consider the Member of the Year award in the next few months;
for the awards to be meaningful we need to follow the documented processes.
Member, Lona Soule, then remarked that the
electronicBTS is online and that the board is still working to
smooth out the production and enrollment processes. Someday
soon, we might even have color photographs available (but
Phil wants to manage a clear-cut production process).
With no further business, the membership meeting
adjourned at 12:00.

thanks to the boards. I have also been able to get some good
advice on electrical issues. There are several people who are
actively using the message boards to plan rides, share trip
reports and let others know about events of interests. In future
issues of the BTS, look for some of their stories on how the
message board has helped them.
I hope you will take a few minutes to check out the forum
the next time you are online. And if you have a story about
how the message boards have helped you, feel free to write it
up and send it to me at treasurer@bmwbmw.org.

Photo by Lona Soule

(Secretary’s Report, continued from page 9)
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Calif
ornia Beemin’
California
I arrived at Sasha’s after a short commute from San
Francisco International airport and, with much effort, we
delivered my gigantic bag of camping and riding gear out of
his RX-7 onto the sidewalk. That stuff is so much easier to
handle with a bike. I believed him when he said that they go
through a lot of brakes and clutches in that town; I’d even
consider carrying little wheel wedges around as extra anti-roll
insurance.
Riding ‘my’ bike (Sasha’s R1100GS) out of town the next
day was a quick lesson in SF traffic: I had to try not to think
about the steepness of those hills, accept the tiniest holes in
traffic as plenty of room to pull out, and not be too concerned
about signalling, while most of the time being powerfully
distracted by the great views. It was HOT, then cool over the
Golden Gate, then I don’t know how it was as I snaked steeply
down a one-lane road that looked like it would dump me into
the Bay at any moment. Blasting across the Central Valley was
hot (the area was experiencing record heat), and even hotter
with afternoon congestion plus Friday getaway traffic around
Sacramento. After some early cautious forays into that space
between the lanes, I soon recalled the lane-splitting skills that I
had first developed in Germany, and this was a great aid in our
escape to the cooler elevations around Tahoe.
Attendance at the Tahoe event was a heavily skewed
towards the GS. We took one of the pre-scouted (by local GSer
Pete Bansen) rides to the Verdi Peak fire lookout tower. It was
a perfect ride, with a gradually increasing degree of difficulty,
which is a big help. I have always found that the stuff that
petrified me at the start of a ride like that is much easier when I
encounter it again. There was one section near the top of the
fire tower loop where I was definitely over my head. It did not
get any easier the second time around; there were still far too
many large loose rocks subverting my intentions, even though I
did have the advantage of riding Sasha’s relatively lighter (and
knobby-equipped) airhead GS. He rode the road-tired oilhead,
and I have concluded that there is a superhuman variant of our
species, namely those who grow up riding motocross. He just
putted up and down that hugely challenging rocky section as if
it were a clean-swept flat concrete driveway. The view from the
top of the tower featured mountain peaks we could not name,
green valleys, a few small towns, and Reno, NV.
We stuck around near Tahoe for a few days after the Bash
was over, partly because the camping was so nice, partly
because of all the great riding to be done there, and mostly
because we had amassed so much stuff that packing it all into
two bikes was seeming impossible. Slow and methodical
consolidation and compression did the trick to get us to the
Truckee post office, where we unloaded the excess. Quite
unencumbered at that point, we headed northwestish, following
some routes on the MadMap of Northern California and the
Sierras that had been part of the loot provided by BMW
(www.madmaps.com). I don’t imagine that people have it as
their full-time job to plot and test these routes, but that would
certainly be a dream. The maps offer main routes and alternate
loops off the main routes in numbered areas subdivided out of
December 2003
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By Meredith Hassall
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the larger region. Oroville-Quincy Highway was the kind of
road we wish there were more of. That was what we thought
near the beginning of it, as we passed Lake Oroville, resplendent in glimmering turquoise, and then snaked our way back
up again through twisties. Traffic was absent to minimal. As we
headed towards Quincy, it only got better, and after we got gas
(having known, thanks to the map, that there was gas at Bucks
Lake and only at Bucks Lake), the road was deserted, the early
evening sun was playing in the trees, the clean smells of the
forest filled my helmet, and the uninterrupted back and forth of
the curving road allowed me to settle into rhythmic riding
bliss.
A pristine morning sun greeted us at Lassen Volcanic
National Park. At the visitor’s center (a preventive layering
stop) at the park’s southern entrance we met a retired German
couple now living in LA who were vacationing and visiting
friends around the west coast. They had seen the bikes in the
parking lot and were most enthused and interested in our
journey and conveyance. The husband had had a bike in his
younger days in Germany, and their mindset was clearly and
refreshingly different: motorcycles were a perfectly respectable, in fact strongly preferable, mode of transportation,
especially for touring. Particularly at Lassen, the motorcycle
affords a vastly more complete sensory experience than does a
car: unfettered views to all sides (and up and down); immersion in the changing and contrasting aromas, from the crisp
pine to the sulphurous wafts from the inner earth; and the battle
between the sun’s warmth and the chill of snow and elevation.
Later that day, as we accepted the reality that we had to
again cross the Central Valley, elevation left the playing field
and it was nothing but hot. But soon enough we were back in
the mountains, and the riding was good but the camping
unabundant, unlike companies offering rafting in the Klamath
River. Several towns consisted of almost nothing but a rafting
outfitter. We found camping in one such ‘town,’ and the owner
called a restaraunt in the next settlement down the road to have
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them keep the kitchen open until we got there. My thoughts:
tiny remote town, regional cultural emphasis on fast-moving
water, no cosmopolitan population to serve, disgruntled cook
ready to go home...but I was in no position to be choosy. I was,
however, in for a culinary virtuoso performance: the reason the
chicken gumbo and shrimp creole were so impressive was that
the ‘cook’ had trained under Paul Prudhomme.
The next few days were great for increasing my experience
and confidence on unpaved roads. One fire road, which had I
expected to go up and then come back down to some paved
road again, repeated the up and down part (with some general
winding mixed in) several times before eventually spitting us
out onto Route 36. It had all kinds of different surfaces, with
the debris of some forestry activities added to the melange,
plenty of switchbacks, and occasional clearings offering views
into some seemingly unadulterated mountain forest areas.
Route 36 has me gasping for adequate adjectives; perfect
curves, rare towns, and expansive rich forests. In California,
slower traffic is legally bound to use turnouts, so we rarely
suffered the cruel eastern fate of frittering away a potentially
wonderful twisty-road experience behind some oblivious slowmoving non-motorcyclist. A road that was in no particular
hurry to get there started us on our way to Leggett, where we
would camp for the next two nights, and enjoy loadless riding
on the intervening day, while assuring ourselves of a site on
July 4th.
I could not stop smiling on the road from Leggett to the
coast, in the crisp midsummer morning air and surrounded by
the vivid green of the dense foliage. At the coast, we suddenly
found ourselves in chilly, damp, foggy November, in the first
of several opposite temperature extremes of the day. Fort Bragg
was the only sizable town we encountered and it was there that
we would have to fight the holiday weekend masses for a
breakfast opportunity. A surprise ally (we could tell by his
Aerostich and helmet) invited us to join him. We were (alas)

Photo by Sasha Pave for Meredith

forced to follow that same great road back to Leggett, but the
more advanced hour made for traffic, among which was a semi
and several oversized pickup trucks.
I then faced the opportunity I had been waiting for...I
think: travelling quickly on gravel. Having always heard
people describe some unpaved roads as “forty or so miles of
fast gravel, then some dirt, ...” I had always had a serious
problem with this notion of “fast gravel,” which sounded
entirely oxymoronic to me. But with the recent comments and
observed instruction of former Paris-Dakar racer Jimmy Lewis
in my head, I found that it is possible to a) go faster than 10
mph on a gravel road, even around corners; b) to deploy
relatively hard braking to reduce speed before corners; c) enjoy
the scenery and not have white knuckles; and d) live to tell
about all of it. I learned all of this on a series of long, windy,
rolling gravel backroads through beautiful sparsely populated
pastureland.
After my first exposure to the waters of the Pacific, we set
out on an unassuming, slightly twisty, relatively nondescript
road whose pavement was in deplorable condition. Still, I
withheld judgement. Then the Lost Coast Highway found the
coast. Soon it was all I could do to keep myself and at least
some of my attention on the road. I was spellbound, awestruck,
speechless, breathless, and tears sprang to my eyes. This is an
undeveloped stretch of the northern California coast; nothing
but ranchland, dramatic rocky seascapes, and a ribbon of
roadway. This has to be experienced to be understood.
Later that evening, in the eclectic restaurant where we
picked up some Italian food to enjoy back at the campsite, I
was verbally accosted by a man sitting at one of the tables. “So
you were at US 1 and 101 this morning and this [Garberville;
20 or so miles away] is as far as you’ve gotten?” He had been
driving one of the oversized pickups that had impeded my
progress earlier that day. I replied that we’d been a few other
places, and rattled off the dirt roads, some of the towns, the
Lost Coast, and the road back. He swallowed his derision along
with his pizza, and could only remark that he thought our pace
was far too quick on Highway 1.
Sadly, the time was nearing when I would trade Sasha’s
trusty airhead GS for the familiar aggravations of that other
kind of air travel, but not without one more intense blast of
contradictory weather. A very hot Saturday gave way to an
unbelievable early evening cold in the city, driven by blustery,
gusty winds. I was chilled, tired, and convinced that one of
those gusts would tip me over or blow me off of one of the
steep street faces. That night I witnessed what fun San Francisco can be for the confident, skilled, thrill-seeking rider: the
flat cross-streets on steep descents make ideal launchpads for
short hops down the hill, and the steep uphills allow for very
softly-landed wheelies. For me, those antics will have to wait
for the next trip, or maybe the one after that; what’s absolutely
certain is that there are several more visits worth of phenomenal roads to be ridden in northern California.
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MEMBERS’ MARKET
MO
TORCYCLES FOR SALE
MOT
02 R1150 GS Adventure, Black, 5K
miles, Ztechnik and stock windshields,
Low height and stock seats, BMW fog
lamps, Battley’s Techlusion (no surge)
module, BMW saddle bags, Marsee
tank bag, Wunderlich side stand foot,
$12,000. Bike is in great shape, always
garaged, no accidents or dropped.
Bryan Hunt 240-777-2770 or
bighunt@hotmail.com (08/03)
02 K1200LTC, Silver, 2,000 miles,
always garage kept with cover. New
condition. $15,900 Anthony Vitucci
301-606-0992, avitucci@erols.com
(08/03)
00 R1100R, 25,000 miles, great
condition, Pacific Blue, Heated grips,
Hard bags, Tank bag, Moto lights, Good
tires, New brakes, Serviced at Bob’s &
Battley Cycle’s, $6,700 obo. This is a
great bike. Please call Scott Ruete at
301-482-2670 or email
sruete@comcast.net (09/03)
01 R1150GS, Special blue and white,
22,000 miles, aeroflow ws, jesse bags,
engine protect bar, hella driving lamps,
Bob’s wrist rest, hyperlites, luggage
rack for top case, sidestand foot, foot
spoilers, $11,500. Ed Abbott 410-7752231 or Eabbott410@aol.com (06/03)
92 R100RT, 122k; Russell seat, cyl.bars
& hwy pegs, trunk, pass. Boards,
Reynolds trl. Hitch, trans rebuilt 95k;
$3000/OBO; 410-721-0277,
martyliz@starpower.net; email for pics.
(05/03)
99 BMW 1200 LT Standard, 12,000
miles, $7,500 or best offer. Contact Don
703-426-1301 (04/03)
75 R75/6, Green, 39,000 mi, Rebuilt
2002, Windscreen, Crash Bar, BMW
Bags, Looks Good, Runs Great: $4,500.
Peter 571-332-2685 (04/03)

December 2003

01 K1200LT-C, Black in color, 8,500
miles, BMW installed intercom, 3
helmets, Garage kept. Bought for
commuting, lost commute. Must sell.
Valued at $14,500; asking $13,500.
Mike 304-728-8876
mdumer@citlink.net (12/03)

PAR
TS & GEAR FOR SALE
ARTS
Vanson PROperf perforated summer
riding jacket, size 54, gray/black, like
new $350; Aerostich Darien jacket
with polartec liner (XXL) and Darien
pants (44-30), dayglow yellow, like
new, $400; Gerbing electric heated
jacket, size M, $75; First Gear black
leather riding jacket (XXL) with
removable liner; First Gear black
leather riding pants, (44-30), $400.
Gregory Haas: 703-905-8091;
gregtybe@bellatlantic.net (10/03)
Motorcycle clothing. Like new,
women’s mandarin/gray/black BMW
Savannah pants, size 6R/EU36, worn
once, $175. Used, women’s brown
Bristol lined leather jacket, small size
10, very good condition, $50. Used,
men’s black, Hein Gericke nylon and
leather jacket, size marked L (38),
good condition $25. Jim Kent
703-644-2465, James.E.Kent@
verizon .net.

Ad
ver
tising
Adver
vertising
Classified ads are free to
BMWBMW members and will
run for two months. Commercial
vendors may contact the editor
for rates. We request that display
advertisements be submitted
electronically no later than the
10th of the month preceding the
month of publication.

Deadlines & Submissions
All submissions must be received
by the editor no later than the
10th day of the month preceding
the month of publication (e.g.,
May 10 is the deadline for June).
Please email all submissions to

editor@bmwbmw.org
If sending articles on diskettes or
CD-ROMs, mail to:
Philip Ager, Editor
Between the Spokes
P.O. Box 44735
Fort Washington, MD 20749-4735

Shock for K1100LT, practically new,
excellent unit, used for only 3500 miles.
Bike too tall for my inseam size, had to
change to a shorter shock. $125.00 plus
shipping. 301-963-2911 evenings.
(09/03)
Motorcycle Magazines, Road Rider &
Motorcycle Consumer News, many
issues from 1972 to 2003, FREE. David
Mcmeans, davidmcmeans@
earthlink.net, 202-483-7223 (09/03)
Luftmeister Exhaust System Very
Good Condition, fits any K1100RS,
$420; BMW Hard Bags Very Good
Condition, fit any K-Bike, $425; Left
Mirror Housing ‘96 K1100RS, $45;
Keith McMannis 301-538-2390,
melvunne@yahoo.com (07/03)
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BREAKF
AST RIDES
BREAKFAST
BMWBMW breakfast rides are informal
gatherings of members who meet for
breakfast and ride afterward. Not all
members participate in the afterbreakfast rides, and many members like
to show up solely for the breakfast.
Interested? Show up early, look for
tables with motorcycle helmets, and
don’t be shy about introducing yourself!
If you’d like more information, or to
volunteer to lead a ride one weekend,
call the rides chairman.
Note: Schedules for breakfast rides
are not fixed in stone nor will a ride
take place if there is a club meeting or
other major event scheduled on that
day.

Baltimore Breakfast Ride
1st Sunda
y, 8 a.m.
Sunday
Old Country Buffet, 2033 E. Joppa
Road, Parkville, MD 21234. 410-8823155. Directions: Satyr Hill shopping
center at Satyr Hill and Joppa roads,
across from the Home Depot at I-695 &
Perring Parkway. Jim Pellenbarg, 410256-0970.

CONT
ACTS & DIRECTIONS
CONTA
Battle
y Cyc
les
Battley
Cycles
7830 Airpark Park Road, Gaithersburg MD 20879. 301-948-4581. From I-270 take
Shady Grove Road east. At Muncaster Mill Shady Grove becomes Airpark Road. Go
straight another 2.1 miles. Battley’s is on the left.

Bob’
s BMW
Bob’s
10720 Guilford Road, Jessup MD 20794. 301-497-8949. From I-95 take Exit 38-A
east. Go about one mile and exit onto U.S. 1 north. Go to the first traffic light and turn
right onto Guilford Road. Bob’s is less than one mile on the right.

Lap’
s Quality Cyc
le
Lap’s
Cycle
3021 Colvin Street, Alexandria VA 22314. 703-461-9404. From I-395, take Duke
Street east to a right turn onto Roth Street. Make another right onto Colvin. Lap’s is a
few doors down. From Old Town Alexandria, take Duke Street west to a left on Roth,
then same as above.

Mor
ton’
s BMW
Morton’
ton’s
9816 Court House Road, Spotsylvania VA 22553. 540-891-9844. From I-95, take exit
126 to a traffic light at U.S. 1. Go north (left) on U.S. 1 to the third traffic light (Hood
Drive/VA 636). Turn left onto Hood and turn left again onto Court House (VA 208).
Morton’s is approximately 3 miles on the right.

Speed’
s Cyc
le
Speed’s
Cycle
5820 Washington Blvd, Elkridge MD 21075. 410-379-0106. Take I-195 to US-1 S/
Washington Blvd via Exit 3 toward Relay/Elkridge/State Park.

Holida
yP
ar
ty: P
.J
Holiday
Par
arty:
P.J
.J.. Skidoos
Mar
yland Breakfast Ride
Maryland
3r
d Sunda
y, 10 a.m.
3rd
Sunday
The Cozy Restaurant, 103 Frederick
Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. 301-2717373. Directions: Take I-270 north to
Frederick, MD and continue north on
U.S. 15. Take the first Thurmont exit.
Turn right at stop sign, then left at
traffic light. The restaurant is 1/4 mile
on your left.

9908 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030 703-591-4516
From I-66:
Exit 60, Rte. 123 South (Fairfax) Go left at the second light. Go 1.0 mile to the light at
Rebel Run and turn left into the parking lot.
From 495:
Exit 8, Rte 50, Arlington Blvd., west. Go 3.5 miles to a right turn into the parking lot.

The banquet entrance is on the left side of the building. Please park to
the side and behind the restaurant and the Regency Furniture store.

Vir
ginia Breakfast Ride
Virginia
4th Sunda
y, 9 a.m.
Sunday
Town ‘N Country Restaurant, 5037 Lee
Highway, Warrenton, VA 20187. 540347-3614. Directions: Take I-66 west
to exit 43A (U.S. 29 south) toward
Gainesville/Warrenton. Follow U.S. 29
south for 6.5 miles. The restaurant is on
the left.
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CALEND
AR OF EVENTS
CALENDAR
December 14th (11 am)
REI, Fairfax, VA
BMWBMW General Membership Meeting
BoD meeting at 9:30 at a site to be determined. General meeting at REI’s NEW FAIRFAX STORE at 11:00. REI address: 11950
Grand Comman Ave., Fairfax, VA 22030, phone 571-522-6568. GPS coordinates are Latitude: 38 degrees 51' 30" N Longitude: 77
degrees 21' 29" W Coordinate system NAD27

Jan
uar
y 3-4, 2004
Januar
uary
Mid Atlantic Motorcycle Spectacular, Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly , VA 20153

Jan
uar
Januar
uary
y 9–11, 2004
Toyota Trucks Presents the Cycle World International Motorcycle Shows, Washington Convention Center, Halls D & E, 801
Mount Vernon Pl., Washington, DC 20001 http://wdc.motorcycleshows.com/imswdc/V40/index.cvn

Jan
uar
y 11, 2004 (Meet at 5 pm w/dinner at 6 pm)
Januar
uary
BMWBMW Holiday Party at P.J. Skidoos, 9908 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030 703-591-4516 (Directions on previous page).

Jul
y 15-18, 2004
uly
2004 BMW MOA International Rally, Spokane, Washington
The Spokane County Fair and Expo Center, 404 N Havana Street, Spokane, Washington 99202, (509) 477-1766
Note: Official BMWBMW events are preceded by “BMWBMW.” The events listed above can be either official BMWBMW events or
events unrelated to BMWBMW which historically have been of interest to our membership. For a complete list of motorcycle-related
events throughout the U.S. and Canada, please visit the club’s web site at www.bmwbmw.org.
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BMW BIKERS OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON
Application for Membership/Change of Address

Membership (check appropriate box) and mail to Linda Tanner
G New Member G Renewal G Change of Address
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Associate ________________________________________________________________

Motorcycles
(Year, Model, Mileage)

Street ___________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP ____________________________________________________________
Occupation _______________________________________________________________
Phone Home (_____) ________________ Work (_____) __________________
E-mail: __________________________________________________________

Age group:
G 16-25
G 26-35
G 36-45

BMW MOA :___________

#1 ______________________
#2 ______________________
#3 ______________________
Total miles on BMWs
Referred to BMWBMW by:

BMW RA #: ___________
AMA #: _______________

G46-55
G56+

MEMBERSHIP DUES
I’m interested in helping in the
following areas or committees:
G Government affairs
G Membership
GNewsletter
G Sales
G Meetings & events

G
G
G
G
G

Between the Spokes
c/o Linda Tanner
8290 Crestmont Circle

Springfield VA 22153

FIRST CLASS

Regular Member
Associate Member
Rally
Rides
Safety
Technical
Internet

$20.00/year
$7.50/year

Dues may be paid for 1, 2, or 3 years. Associate members must reside at the same address
as the regular member. Associate members receive membership card, pin, and decal and have
voting privileges if age 16 or over, but do not receive separate newsletters or other mailings.

Make check payable to BMWBMW and send it with this form to:
Linda Tanner, 8290 Crestmont Circle, Springfield VA 22153

